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Message from the President - Carlotta Lawton

Dear JDCCW Member,

Our Biennial Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women's
Convention is quickly approaching. | extend a warm welcome
to you to come and join us as we celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of our founding at the Hilton Garden Inn In
Kankakee on October 22-24, 2010. Our theme is "Unified By
The Spirit" Through Our Lady of Good Council. We
recognize the Holy Spirit's presence through the Fruits of the
Spirit, as we grow in God’s love.

A joyful weekend is planned to allow for growth in spiritually
honoring our historic past, renewing our faith, making new
friends and visiting old ones. As you read through this
"FOCUS" issue, you will be given information as to the
activities/workshops/speakers/etc. that will be made available
for you. Friday is the preparation evening, but all are
welcome to attend a Mass celebrated by our Moderator,
Father John Sebahar, enjoy a delicious dinner and
participate in fun games. Our newly ordained Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel will be the keynote speaker and will
celebrate Mass on Saturday. The Saints and Sister
Luncheon, as well as the evening Banquet will present
wonderful opportunities to visit and make new friends.
Bishop J. Peter Sartain will celebrate Mass on Sunday and
install the new 2010-2012 JDCCW Officers. For the very first
time, the 60th Anniversary quilted banner, designed with
squares from each of our parishes will be presented for
viewing. Thank you to all who participated in this historic
project. The banner makes a beautiful statement for our
diocese.

Please encourage and invite all women of your parish and
priests and moderators to attend. Priests are welcome to
concelebrate in the Liturgies.. A reminder: THE DEADLINE
FOR REGISTRATION IS SEPTEMBER 22, 2010. Should
you need Convention Registration forms, please call the
JDCCW office at 815-834-4080.

At the close of this convention, | will terminate my two years
of office. Thank you to all members of the Joliet Diocese
Council of Catholic Women, priests, and moderators who
have contributed in any way in giving of your time, energy,
commitment and dedication to our organization. | especially
wish to thank those who have given strong support to me.

Please know that | am most appreciative from the bottom
of my heart. | pray that God

bless all of you abundantly for

the work that you have engaged

in and are continually doing to

enrich His kingdom on earth.

May Our Lady of Good Council

direct us in love and peace.

In The Name of Our Lady of
Good Council,
Carlotta Lawton, President

Message from our Moderator - Fr. John Sebahar

| wanted to invite all of the women of the Joliet Diocese to
attend our Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women's
convention. The Sixteenth Biennial Convention will take
place at the Hilton Garden Inn in Kankakee. The meeting
will begin on Friday, October 22nd and end on Sunday
October 24th, with Mass and the Installation of New
Officers.

If you have never attended our biennial convention, |
encourage you to join us this year. The convention brings
us together to pray, to renew friendships, and to learn
more about the Council of Catholic Women in our parishes
and our diocese. There will be business meetings, and
several workshops that you may choose to attend. Each
commission sets up an interesting workshop for your
education and enjoyment.

All three of our bishops are scheduled to be with us for the
convention. The theme of this year's convention is
"Unified By The Spirit". All of you are responsible for
making the "Spirit" present in the
works of council in our diocese
and in our parishes. | am grateful
that God has blessed us with so
many women to give of their time
and talents to support council.

Please come and help us to
celebrate our 60th Anniversary of
bringing the activities of council to
our diocese.

Fr. John Sebahar
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YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST
Diane Dow
Come to the Feast of Heaven and Earth

Most of us are familiar with the joyful hymn of Daniel Schutte, “Come to the feast of heaven and earth!
Come to the table of plenty! God will provide for all that we need, here at the table of plenty.”

In his book, The Lamb’s Supper, The Mass as Heaven on Earth, Scott Hahn reminds us that Pope John Paul Il
called the Mass “heaven on earth” because “the liturgy we celebrate on earth is a mysterious participation in the heavenly liturgy.”

Hahn explains in his beautiful, easy flowing style that this concept of the Mass goes back to the time of St. John’s Book of
Revelation and continued throughout the history of the Church. The beauty and the symbolism of the Book of Revelation can be
appreciated in relation to the liturgy we celebrate today. As he tells his story, much is familiar, and yet his explanations and
connections to Revelation bring a new insight and depth to our rite of celebration of Eucharist as well as a renewed sense of
gratitude and reverence for this Gift of Living Bread. He includes many references to Scripture, papal letters and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church which can be used for clarification as well as for meditation and further study.

Only an infinitely loving God would make it possible for us to receive Him, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. This Bread of Life
and Covenant of Love does make a difference. According to Hahn, “To go to Mass is to renew our covenant with God, as at a
marriage feast—for the Mass is the marriage supper of the Lamb. As in a marriage, we take vows, we pledge ourselves, we
assume a new identity. We are changed forever. To go to Mass is to receive the fullness of grace, the very life of the Trinity. No
power in heaven or on earth can give us more than we receive in the Mass, for we receive God into ourselves.”

In this Year of the Eucharist, | invite you to read The Lamb’s Supper. It offers a wealth of opportunity for spiritual growth, and |

guarantee you will participate at Mass with a greater appreciation for this awesome Feast of heaven and earth.

2010 JDCCW Convention

Slate of 2010 - 2012
JDCCW Officers

Deb Drager
2010 Nominating Committee Chair

Below is the slate of officers for the
Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women 2010-2012 term of office. In
this slate five of the six deaneries
are represented and two offices are
contested. As a committee we feel
this is a wonderful representation of
our diocese! The official slate was
presented to the JDCCW Board at
the August 14, 2010 Board
Meeting. Complete  candidate
information is contained in the
Convention Packet.

President:
Linnea Warda
Eastern DuPage Deanery

Vice President:
Teresa Fritz,
Kankakee Grundy Deanery

Recording Secretary:
Madalene Cannata
Eastern DuPage Deanery

Mary Ann Franson
East Will Deanery

Corresponding Secretary:
Joan Ruth
West Will Deanery

Loretta Wolfe
Ford Iroquois Deanery

Treasurer:
Diane Dow
West Will Deanery

2010 Nominating Committee:
Janice Braun, Johanna Dvaronis,
Mary Tomaso, Pat Mogged,

Angie Clements, Janice Schneider,
Sharon LaMotte, Mary Ann Egan,
Kathy Williamson, Kelly Arcaro
and Venessa Lopatka

2010 JDCCW CONVENTION
Alice Ramien

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
SAVE THE DATES!

OCTOBER 22, 23, 24th,

Join us for the 16th JDCCW
Biennial Convention !

Liturgies are awesome, spiritually
inspiring and set the tone for the
convention experience. They will
be celebrated by JDCCW
Moderator Father Sebahar, Bishop
Siegel and Bishop Sartain. The
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Living Rosary is a tribute to our
Lady of Good Council.

Participation in the business
sessions and election of new
Diocesan Officers keeps you
abreast of, and a part of, what is
happening in YOUR Diocese.

Our speakers include Keynote
Speaker, Bishop Siegel and
Chicago Province Director,
Rebecca Woodhull whose
Organization Commission Work-
shop presentation "Lead Your
Council to Growth and Success”
should provide useful information
that can be used by all CCWs. She
will  do another presentation
Sunday morning followed by table
discussions. Commission Chairs
have worked hard to provide
workshops that will enhance your
convention experience and send
you home inspired and exhilarated
as you will see on the Community
Workshop Information.

Fun is on the way with the "Saints
and Sisters" Luncheon, Saturday
Banquet with entertainment (where
we continue to celebrate our
JDCCW 60TH Anniversary) and
our Sunday Brunch.
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Meeting old and making new friends
is one of the most memorable parts
of any convention. JOIN US AND
YOU WILL LEAVE LOOKING
FORWARD TO THE NEXT JDCCW
CONVENTION.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
BISHOP JOSEPH M SIEGEL, D.D.
AUXILIARY BISHOP OF JOLIET

Bishop Siegel was born in Lockport
Township and received this
sacraments and attended school at
the Cathedral of St. Raymond in
Joliet. After graduating from St.
Charles Borromeo High School, he
studied at Joliet Junior College and
then completed his college
education at St. Meinrad Seminary
in Indiana. He was then sent to the
North American College in Rome for
his theological studies, attending
the Gregorian and the Angelicum
Universities.

He was ordained a priest for the
Joliet Diocese on March 4, 1988
and was assigned to St. Isidore
Parish in Bloomingdale. While
serving at St. Isidore, he completed
his Licentiate in Sacred Theology at
the University of St. Mary of the
Lake in Mundelein. Parochial
assignments include: St. Mary
Immaculate in Plainfield, St. Mary
Nativity in Joliet, the Cathedral of
St. Raymond, and Pastor at
Visitation Parish in  Elmhurst.
During these years, he also was
involved in various diocesan boards
and committees and served as a
Dean and Director of Continuing
Formation for Priests.

On October 28, 2009, Pope
Benedict nominated Father Siegel
as Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet and he
was ordained a bishop at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond by
Bishop Sartain on January 19,
2010.

Bishop Sartain will speak on
"REKINDLING EUCHARISTIC AWE
AND GRATITUDE"

Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

Church Commission

Diane Dow
SERVING WITH JOY

“By this is my Father glorified, that
you bear much fruit and become my
disciples. As the Father loves me,
so | also love you. Remain in my
love. . . . | have told you this so that
my joy might be in you and your joy
might be complete. This is my
commandment: love one another as
I love you.” (Jn 15:8-9;11-12)

Whether we realize it or not, we
learn life lessons from those around
us, and we teach those lessons just
by the way we live our everyday
lives. Sr. Mary Elizabeth Sallese,
O.P., our Church Commission
convention speaker, was inspired
by the Nashville Dominican Sisters
while she attended Providence
Catholic High School. The mission
of the Sisters is to spread the faith
through a teaching apostolate
rooted in contemplative union with
Christ. She saw them live that
mission and carry it out with joy.

Sister Mary Elizabeth has returned
to the Diocese of Joliet as the
principal of St. Jude School, Joliet,
and as a member of the
Congregation of St. Cecelia (also
known as the Nashville
Dominicans), she continues to carry
out their mission in the same spirit.

Community Concerns

Commission

Stella A. Howard

Stop the Ride | Want to Get Off!
Life has its up’s and down’s; find out
how Catholic Charities can help you
get your feet back on solid ground!

As the CCC, | am proud to present
a speaker from Catholic Charities to
share with us the programs
available to the community and how
those programs change with the
ebb and flow experienced today.

Catholic Charities began helping
people in crisis after WWI in
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Chicago, Will, Grundy, Kankakee
and DuPage counties. In 1962,
Catholic Charities Diocese of Joliet
was incorporated and licensed as a
child welfare agency in the State of
lllinois and expanded their services
to include Kendall, Ford and
I[roquois counties.

| invite you to Meet Greg Harris,
Director of Community Services for
Catholic Charities for 28 years this
October.

Greg will talk with us about the
seven counties our Diocese covers,
the changing community needs and
the new challenges to Catholic
Charities and other church service
programs and how they are
responding to these needs.

He will talk about how they design
effective responses to the needs in
the areas of children, the elderly,

counseling, housing and
homelessness across our wide
geographic  diversity. These

programs include Daybreak Center,
Counseling, Senior  Programs,
Children’s Services and Early
Childhood Services.

Greg will speak at the JDCCW
Convention on Saturday, October
23, 2010; presentation begins at
3:30 p.m. and will end with a
guestion and answer session.

Family Concerns Commission

Jane Granger

Dr. Jim Healy PhD will speak on
Strengthening Marriage at Your
Parish at our JCCW Convention in
October. Dr.Healy has spoken on
marriage and family topics in over
70 dioceses across the country. His
marriage preparation and
enrichment materials have been
used in every diocese in the United
States and has written for such
magazines as Family Perspectives,
Catholic World, Liguorian, Marriage,
and Deacon Digest. He has also
written online for the United States
Council of Catholic Bishops
website.
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Since 1989, Dr. Healy has been the
director of the Center for Family
Ministry of the Catholic Diocese of
Joliet, lllinois.

Dr. Healy was the founding
president of lllinois Catholic Family
Ministries, and has served as an
advisor to the National Council of
Catholic Bishops' Committee on
Marriage and the Family. He was
honored with the 2000 Family
Ministry Award by the National
Association of Catholic Family Life
Ministers.

International Concerns

Commission

Deb Drager

These past months | have been
busy preparing for our diocesan
Biennial Convention. Under the
International Commission, we are
blessed to have Rev. Dennis Spies
as our speaker. Father Dennis is
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Gibson City. He will share his
personal journey with our brothers
and sisters in  Malawi, their
struggles, their strengths and their
spiritt  Please join us for this
inspiring presentation at the 16th
Biennial Convention in Kankakee
this October!

In August we celebrated the 100th
birthday of Mother Teresa of
Calcutta. Her lifetime of work with
the poorest of the poor inspires us
all to reach out and lend a hand to
those in need. Her daily prayer
offers us an opportunity

to remember our brothers and
sisters around the world who so
need our help.

Thank you for all you do to support
the International Charities. Please
send your Catholic Relief Services
donations to the JIDCCW office first
so we can keep a record at the
office and we will forward them to
CRS. I will include the totals of your
donations in my convention report.

Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

DEAR JESUS, help me to spread
Thy fragrance everywhere 1 go.
Flood my soul with Thy spirit and
love. Penetrate and possess my
whole being so utterly that all my life
may only be a radiance of Thine.
Shine through me and be so in me
that every soul | come in contact
with may feel Thy presence in my
soul. Let them look up and see no
longer me but only Jesus. Stay with
me and then |

shall begin to

shine as you

shine, so to

shine as to be

a light to

others.

Legislation Commission

Carol J Wright

Do you remember that old
Christopher challenge, “You can
change the world"? That is what
the speaker in the Legislative
Workshop will invite you to do. The
title of Eric Scheidler’s talk will be
"The David and Goliath Battle: How
YOU Can Be On the Winning
Side." His energy level is amazing
and his commitment to righting the
wrongs in society will inspire you.
He has a gift for attracting people to
stand with him. It is remarkable that
he was able to rally hundreds of
people to pray 24 hours a day for
fifty two days at the site of the
Planned Parenthood abortion mill
which was built in Aurora, Illinois in
2007 under a cloud of deception
and controversy. The courts finally
allowed it to open but Eric battles
on.

His experience in the many lawsuits
involving the Planned Parenthood
clinic and his knowledge learned in
promoting legislation to  protect
women and their unborn children
can be applied to any social or
moral issue. He is no stranger to
Springfield where he personally
lobbies his elected
representatives. He plans to show
how each of us have a role to play
in improving our society. No one is
just a spectator.
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Legislation touches so many
aspects of our daily life that we
have to be constantly vigilant.
There are many wonderful websites
to keep us informed. It really is our
duty to know who our elected
officials are and to let them hear
from us on issues of concern to the
common good of society and those
that affect our Catholic values.
Society seems to be reeling right
now under the weight of so much
unpopular legislation. Now is not
the time to throw in the towel and
give up. Although they don't seem
to be listening to us, our
representatives still need to hear
from us. We owe it to future
generations.

Eric speaks frequently to audiences
around the country and even
internationally. We trust that you will
learn some pointers on how to enter
the fray from him. He lives in
Aurora, lllinois with his wife April
and their eight children.

Organizational Services
Commission

Pat Cetera

BUILD YOUR ENTHUSIASM
BUILD YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

| had a wonderful, fun summer. |
hope you did too. We're rested and
ready to start the new season of
CCW in our parishes. What better
way to kick-start our enthusiasm
and creativity than attending the
JDCCW Convention, getting some
fresh new ideas and perspectives,
seeing old friends and meeting new
ones. | hope you take advantage of
everything the Convention offers
you, but especially |1 hope you join
us in the Organization Services
workshop on Saturday!

Our speaker will be our Province
Director, Rebecca Woodhull.
Rebecca comes from the diocese of
Springfield and represents us on the
National Council of Catholic Women
board. She has loads of experience
in CCW and in the academic world,
and will have some great ideas for
us.
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In the last two years, many of you
have told me that your number one
concern is membership. With that
in mind, Rebecca will present a
Power Point presentation that
includes ideas on how to build our
affiliates up and how to encourage
more women to join us. We all
need to concentrate on developing
new leaders, and those new leaders
will come from the women we can
bring into our Councils today and
tomorrow. Many of us have
experienced what happens when
we don't “grow” our Councils with
new members and new ideas. It's
not pretty, and it's not what we
want.

Come join us! When we work
together and learn together, we can
build our own enthusiasm, share
ideas on how to invite more women
to become our Council sisters and
then offer them the leadership and
knowledge they need to become
leaders themselves.

Sunday Convention Presentation

Dr. Rebecca Woodhull

NCCW Chicago Province Director,
Dr. Rebecca Woodhull will speak on
Sunday to the entire convention
assembly. Her presentation,
"Practical Methods of Catholic
Evangelization & A Welcoming
Parish (....and CCW!), will
encompass her thoughts on
increasing the participation of our
parishioners and CCW members.

She will explore practical
approaches in building up the
Church through Catholic

evangelization.

Table  discussion  with lead
guestions provided by Dr. Woodhull
will follow the presentation.

Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

Call to Convention
Linnea Warda

Come join us to be “United by the
Spirit” at the JDCCW 16th Biennial
Convention. We are looking
forward to seeing you in Kankakee
October 22, 23, and 24, 2010. We
have prepared a  wonderful
weekend of prayerful Liturgies,
enriching workshops, inspirational
speakers and great company.
Come and recommit to the Council
of Catholic Women. Meet old
friends and make new friends come
away with a renewed spirit and the
joy of being together with other
council members.

Please remember to get your Ads in
for the convention book. The due
date for the ads is September 22,
2010. We are looking for a great
response to the Ads. All proceeds
from the Ads goes toward the
education of our Council Women.
Don't forget the Friends of CCW
ads for $10.00. There are three
types of friends of CCW ads.
Memorials for deceased CCW
women, your own name as friend of
CCW, and ads to honor someone
special to you. Remember these
ads are only $10.00 so take out
several. Send them to the JDCCW
Office e-mail:
jdccw@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Please let us know what category
the ad fall in.

Hope to see you all at convention
the great opportunity to get to know
other Council Sisters. Learn new
and interesting things to bring back
to your parish Council of Catholic
Women. It is a great way to be
uplifted and energized. Just say yes
| will be there | want to be a part of
this wonderful weekend.

CCW Scarf

Look on the Convention Registration form to order the
beautiful blue CCW scarf with Our Lady of Good Council

picture. The cost of the scarf is $11.00. This scarf can
be a wonderful gift idea for a friend or even yourself.

The Scarf needs to be preordered and prepaid.
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Banner Committee
Jan Wallace

Our new JDCCW banner is finished
and ready to be displayed at the
JDCCW convention in October.
Once again, many thanks to the
individual parishes for their efforts in
designing a square to represent
their CCW. Look for it at
convention.

Personalized Ornaments
Maureen St. Peter

In your Convention Packet be sure
to check the order blank information
for ordering Christmas keepsake
ornaments.

These ornaments 2 1/2"by 3 3/4"
are cut out of American grown alder
wood and includes your personal
laser engraving with a maximum
of 22 spaces on maximum of 2
lines. Ornaments need to be
preordered and prepaid. Each
ornament costs $ 7.00 and
proceeds benefit Bishop Blanchette
Scholarship Fund.

Preordered and prepaid ornaments
Must be picked up at Convention on
Saturday, October 23.

2008-2010 Commission Chairs

Church  Diane Dow
Vocations Sophronia Bias
Family Concerns Jane Granger

Reverence for Life  Madalene Cannata

Community Concerns  Stella Howard
Rural Life / Environment Pam Sifuentes

International Concerns  Deb Drager
Legislation  Carol Wright
Organization Services Pat Cetera
Publicity Kay Papineau
Karen Koenig

Joyce Donohue
Newsletter Karen Dell

Carol Kay

Leadership Orientation Barbara Garavalia

Leadership  Ann Burdzinski
Mary Ann Brabec
Hospitality/Special Events  Teri Lindeman

BBSF Co-Chairs Rose Martinet

Joanne Porazinski

Parliamentarian  Marie Palmer
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Bishop Blanchette Scholarship Fund

Joanne Porazinski / Rose Martinet

For many years we have been supporting the Bishop
Blanchette Scholarship Fund by holding raffles at the
JDCCW convention. This raffle is very important to our
fund raising because we usually raise enough funds for at
least one of the scholarships to be awarded the next
school year.

We will again be holding an on
site raffle at the Convention. We
are looking for donations of
prizes for the raffle. We would
like the baskets to have a value
of at least $50. We hope that
your parish council as well as
individuals will consider donating
a prize. If possible name your
basket with a theme that we can
use to list your prize. Please
bring your prize donations to the
JDCCW office at the St. Charles
Pastoral Center 101 Airport
Road, Romeoville prior to
September 15th or contact
Joanne Porazinski at 815-741-
1645 or Rose Martinet at 630-
620-0295 or email
rmartinet@suntimes.com to
arrange to drop off or pickup. We
would like the prizes prior to the
opening of the convention so that
we can have them set up on
display prior to the opening Mass
and can have them listed on
sheets at the tables. We are also planning to have a
Grand Raffle at the Convention with several larger prizes.

Currently we have three prizes for the Grand Raffle:
$200.00 cash and $100 cash donated by the JDCCW Past
Presidents and a beautiful original counted-cross stitch of
Our Lady of Good Council made by Diane Kimec of
Visitation Parish in an exquisite frame donated by Visitation
CCW in Elmhurst. A picture of
this lovely framed Lady of
Good Council is included with
article. The grand prize raffle
tickets will be available for a
donation of $2.00 each 3 for
$5.00 and can be purchased
in advance of convention.
You may bring them to
convention or send them in
with your donation. Circle the
$ sign on the left or the picture
of the Our Lady of Good
Council on the right of the
ticket to indicated the prize
you are interested in. Tickets
will be available on site for
both raffles The drawings will
take place on Saturday
evening at the banquet. The
basket raffle tickets will be
$1.00 each 6 for $5.00 but will
only be available on site.
Grand raffle tickets and
checks may be sent to the
JDCCW office please make
your checks payable to the
Bishop Blanchette Scholarship Fund. Grand Raffle tickets
were mailed with the call to convention but if you did not
receive them contact Joanne Porazinski or Rose Martinet
at the numbers above and we will get them to you.

Your continued support of the scholarship is greatly appreciated.

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED

Are you computer savvy and / or have technical
computer skills?

We need your help in our JDCCW office.

There are times when assistance is needed to

create flyers, Mass and / or program booklets,
etc.

Please contact the JDCCW office to give a hand.

CALL: #815-834-4080
jdccwpresident@dioceseofjoliet.org

2010 NCCW CONVENTION

Celebrating 90 Years: Renew and Rejoice. The 2010
NCCW Annual Convention will be held in Washington, D.C.
at the Renaissance Hotel on November 10-13, 2010. A
pre-convention Leadership workshop is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 10th focusing on individual
leadership skills and addressing the care and nurturing of
volunteers. The opening reception to help kick-off NCCW's
90th Anniversary will be held on Thursday, November
11th. General session, workshops/ speakers, Mass at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, a 90th Anniversary Celebration Gala Banquet
with entertainment provided by The Capitol Steps are a few
of the many activities planned for this convention. Please
call the JDCCW office #815-834-4080 for more information
to attend.
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