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SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM PROJECT  
 

GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.    
Standard A: Compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions.   
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard A: Compare characteristics of religious culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions. 
 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 
1. Recognize similarities and 

differences in people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. List cultural groups in your 
community (e.g., churches, 
clubs, YMCA). 

2. Give examples of language, 
traditions, and artifacts that 
represent the community. 

3. Identify traditions and 
artifacts of the parish. 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Define culture. 
2. Describe how communities 

within a culture are similar. 
3. Describe the culture of the 

Catholic Church. 
4. Identify cultural traits. 
5. Identify symbols of local 

culture. 
6. Identify symbols of the 

Church. 
 
  
 
 

1. Define ethnicity. 
2. Compare/contrast culture and 

ethnicity. 
3. Identify cultures other than 

the student’s own. 
4. Explain the significance of 

cultural diversity of the 
United States; articulate the 
results of religious diversity 
in the United States. 

5. Describe aspects of the 
community that reflect its 
cultural heritage and religious 
heritage. 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Discuss cultural differences in 
various geographic regions in 
the United States. 

2. Discuss cultural differences 
in different religions. 

3. Explain the significance of 
knowing about more that one 
culture or religion. 

4. Identify changes in cultural 
traits over time. 

5. Describe how different 
cultures use technology to 
adapt to the environment. 

6. Describe how changes in 
technology bring about 
changes in daily life. 

7. Explain how a part of 
American culture (e.g., mode 
of dress, music, architecture) 
has changed over time. 

8. Analyze sources of 
information (e.g., newspapers 
from other towns, souvenirs, 
web-sites) that reflect 
different cultural traits.  
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SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM PROJECT  

 
GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.    
Standard A: Compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions.   
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard A: Compare characteristics of religious culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions. 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8  
1. Describe how culture is shared through 

music, art, and literature throughout the 
world over time. 

2. Describe how an artistic tradition has 
been changed by technology (e.g., 
photography, music). 

3. Describe how social celebrations 
(parades, fairs) reinforce cultural 
values. 

4. Compare the celebrations of holidays 
by cultures throughout the world. 

5. Compare cultural 
differences/similarities with students 
from a different part of the United 
States. 

6. Describe the influence of the Catholic 
Church on art, music and literature.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Compare/contrast two or more cultures 
in terms of expressions of those 
cultures. 

2. Identify basic tenets of the major 
religions of the world. 

3. Compare a culture with one’s own 
through the use of written, auditory, or 
visual material. 

4.  Compare cultural differences 
/similarities from other parts of the 
world in terms of their language, 
literature, arts, and religion. 

5. Give an example of ethnocentrism. 
6. Describe culture shock. 
 
 

1. Describe what is studied within the 
field of anthropology. 

2. Describe how a culture is reflected in 
its art, music, and/or architecture and 
institutions. 

3. Explain how technology and the media 
have impacted how culture is expressed 
within society. 

4. Analyze examples of patterns within 
literature, art, music, and/or 
architecture being transmitted from 
place to place.  

5.  Analyze how the Catholic Church has 
influenced literature, art, music, and 
architecture. 

 
 
 

1. Predict how technology/media will 
impact culture during the student’s 
lifetime. 

2. Analyze immigration patterns to see 
how American cultures have bee 
shaped. 

3. Identify various cultures that have 
combined to create a larger, 
multicultural American society. 

4. Define the concept of the global 
community. 

5. Explain the concept of religious 
tolerance. 

6. Draw conclusions about how the media 
creates and/or reinforces societal 
norms. 

7. Evaluate the role of the humanities 
(e.g., literature, art, music, architecture) 
in culture. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM PROJECT  

 
GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.      
Standard B: Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society.  
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard B: Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society and their role in the Church. 
 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 
1. Understand that each of us 

belongs to a family and 
recognize that families vary. 

2. Tell about your Church 
family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. List activities that groups do 
together on a regular basis. 

2. List things that the Church 
does to help others. 

3. Tell about the roles of family 
members. 

4. Tell about the roles performed 
by people in the community. 

5. Describe the roles performed 
by people in the Church. Tell 
how these people help others. 

 
  
 
 
 

1. Define social group. 
2. Explain how contact with 

others shapes peoples’ lives. 
3. Give examples of personality 

differences. 
4. Tell about the role of families 

in the community and in the 
Church. 

5. Explain how contact with 
priests, deacons and other 
religious shape people’s 
lives. 

 
 
 
 

1. Give examples of laws that 
people must follow. 

2. Compare laws to The Ten 
Commandments. 

3. List activities that are 
important to society (e.g., 
education, religion, 
entertainment). 

4. Identify the major social 
institutions within a 
community (e.g., schools, 
churches). 

5. Identify local institutions that 
offer help or aid (e.g., fire 
stations, police stations, 
hospitals). 

6. Identify agencies within the 
Church that offer help or aid. 

 
 
 
 

1. Define social institution. 
2. Differentiate between a 

primary source, a secondary 
source, and a reference 
source. 

3. Compare different 
motivations for the behavior 
of an individual or group 
(e.g., peer pressure). 

4. Give examples of peer 
pressure (e.g., pressure to 
smoke, drink, join gangs). 

5. Define norms and laws. 
6. Define morals and ethics. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM PROJECT  

 
GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.      
Standard B: Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society.  
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard B: Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society and their role in the Church. 
 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8  
1. Analyze how social institutions or 

groups meet the needs of people. 
2. Explain how interactions of individuals 

and groups impact the local 
community. 

3. Describe how national institutions 
affect individuals in the local 
community. 

4. Give an example of how different 
social institutions or groups (e.g., 
religious, nonprofit and community 
groups) address the same social 
problems. 

5. Describe how our parish serves the 
needs of its members and the larger 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Compare/contrast the concepts of 
conformity and deviance. 

2. Examine how the media portrays 
conformity and deviance. 

3. Identify examples of how an individual 
internalizes group norms, socialized 
into the culture. 

4. Compare formal and informal means of 
social control. 

5. Analyze the effectiveness of a national 
or local social institution in addressing 
a social problem (e.g., DARE, 
MADD). 

6. Investigate the work of the Catholic 
Charities and Catholic Relief. List the 
benefits to society.  

 
 
 
 

1. Define and describe what is studied 
within the field of sociology. 

2. Define and describe what is studied 
within the field of psychology. 

3. Identify examples of how social, 
political, and economic institutions 
work together; give examples of how 
religious institutions work together. 

4. Analyze the reasons why social 
institutions change over time. 

5. Identify how an individual may 
influence institutional or group 
behavior. 

6. Analyze the roles that various public 
and private institutions play as agents 
of socialization (e.g., schools). 

7. Outline the benefits of Catholic 
Schools on society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Describe how interaction among 
people brings about social change (e.g., 
natives and colonizers, Peace Corps 
volunteers). 

2. Describe how the work of Catholic 
missions change society.  

3. Explain how changing topics of self 
and groups (e.g., minorities, women, 
children, adolescents) have affected the 
roles of social institutions. 

4. Explain how the changing concept of 
social institutions affects groups in 
society (e.g., minorities, women, 
children, adolescents). 

5. Describe how such groups as social 
clubs, schools, churches influence the 
preservation and transmission of 
culture.  
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SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM PROJECT  

 
GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.      
Standard C:  Understand how social systems form and develop over time. 
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard C: Understand how religious/Church social systems form and develop over time. 
 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. List social categories (e.g., 
father, cousin, employer, 
friend) to which people 
belong. 

2. Identify the basic needs that 
individuals and groups 
acquire for survival. 

3. Identify the spiritual needs of 
individuals and groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Provide examples of how 
individuals make choices that 
affect the group. 

2. Describe choices made by 
groups at school that help 
others.  

3. Give examples of group 
decisions that do not please 
every individual in the group. 

 
 
 
 

1. Describe the concept of 
cooperation. 

2. Describe the concept of 
conflict. 

3. Explain religious diversity. 
4. Describe how individuals 

work together to obtain food, 
clothing, and shelter; 
incorporate the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

5. Define division of labor. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Give examples of how 
technology helps to transform 
a society; explain the moral 
implications. 

2. Analyze images to describe 
group behavior. 

3. Describe the function of 
support systems (e.g., family, 
youth group). 

4. List the ways the school and 
parish support others; 
incorporate the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

5. Distinguish between direct 
and indirect relationships. 
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GOAL 18:  Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States.      
Standard C:   Understand how social systems form and develop over time. 
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Goal 18: Understand religious aspects of social systems with an emphasis on the United States. 
Standard C: Understand how religious/Church social systems form and develop over time. 
 
As a result of their schooling students will be able to… 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8  
1. Define belief system. 
2. Describe ways school administrators, 

teachers, students, and parents can 
cooperate to address school issues. 

3. Identify historically significant people 
who affected social life or institutions. 

4. Identify historically significant people 
in the Church who affected social life 
or institutions, e.g. Dorothy Day, Oscar 
Romero. 

5. List the ways they can help others; 
incorporate the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Define subsistence strategy. 
2. Differentiate among pre-industrial, 

industrial, and postindustrial societies. 
3. Describe how the change from hunter-

gatherer to settled society affected 
social roles. 

4. Explain how changes in the mode of 
production in a society affect 
educational, governmental, religious, 
and economic institutions. 

5. List the ways they can help others; 
incorporate the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. 

6. Outline how the social justice work of 
the Catholic Church has changed over 
time. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Define the concept of diversity. 
2. Assess the impact that commonly held 

beliefs have had on social groups in the 
United States over time. 

3. Describe the contributions of 
significant individuals and groups to 
the common belief system of the 
United States. 

4. Describe how citizens and government 
can cooperate or have cooperated to 
solve an important social problem. 

5. Predict what social problems will 
become more pressing in the future. 

6. Predict what social problems will 
become more pressing today and in the 
future and how they relate to the 
creation of all human beings and the 
equal love God has for them. 

7. List the ways they can help others; 
incorporate the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

1. Explain how diverse groups have 
enriched United States culture and 
Catholic Church culture. 

2. Analyze how the ideals of the Founders 
have influenced the development of 
multicultural society in the United 
States. 

3. Explain the impact of prejudice on the 
operation of United States social, 
political, and economic institutions 
over time. 

4. Define cultural exchange and provide 
examples of cultural exchange between 
two groups. 

5. Analyze how the ideals of Jesus have 
influenced society. 

6. List the ways they can help others; 
incorporate the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


