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APRIL 9, 2011

BREAD BROKEN BUT MULTIPLIED

Losing a spouse through death or because of 
a marriage break-up can be an earth- shattering 
experience.  Like it or not, one experiences 
a period of  personal “dying,” but hopefully, 
in time, a time of personal “rising”.   No one 
understands dying and rising better than our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  In the Eucharist we relive 
the dying and rising of Jesus and join our 
suffering and rising to His.  

Our diocese is in the midst of celebrating The 
Year of the Eucharist.  This conference, Bread 
Broken But Multiplied, features Brother 
Loughlan Sofield S.T., an internationally 
renowned retreat and group leader.  His talks 
will weave together the Eucharistic experience 
with our journey through transition and loss and will also include a sensitive 
reflection on forgiveness. The Eucharistic journey invites us not only into the 
mystery of suffering but also into the peaceful, healing embrace of God.  We are 
then sent forth to care for others and, in doing so, we continue our own healing.

Brother Loughlan is the Senior Editor of Human Development magazine, 
and the co-author and author of many books including Design for Wholeness  
and Facing Forgiveness.  He has received worldwide recognition for his work 
with leaders of all ministries, including ministry to the divorced and the widowed. 
Known for his deep understanding of the human condition, he is able to bring 
people together and help them to come to a more hopeful understanding of their 
life’s journey.

The day begins with a 9 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. check-in at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center in Romeoville, and concludes with a 4 p.m. vigil Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Imesch.  The suggested donation of $35 includes morning coffee, lunch 
and all materials. Please register by calling the Center at 815-838-5334 or by 
using the enclosed registration form.

“The Incredible Adventure of Sacramental Marriage”
on March 12

  All married couples are invited to IMET’s 
Fourth Annual Marriage Enrichment 
Conference at Illinois Benedictine University in 
Lisle, Illinois on March 12. IMET is a consortium 
of seven DuPage County parishes in the 
Diocese of Joliet who have banded together 
to offer high quality marriage enrichment 
opportunities.

The event will take place at the Krasa 
Center at Illinois Benedictine University 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cost will be 
$30 per couple. The presenters, George and 
Judy Clark, have been leaders in the field of 
marriage and family ministry for over 30 years. 
They have co-led marriage ministries at both the 
diocesan and parish levels. Judy is a counselor 
and past president of the National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers.  
Both George and Judy are adjunct instructors at the University of Dallas and 
the University of Notre Dame and are facilitators of the Ministry With Families 
leadership formation series. They are known for their humor, down-home 
friendliness, and deep insight into marriage. They have been married for 47 
years and have been blessed with three children and eight grandchildren.

“We can’t always direct the circumstances of our lives,” say the Clarks, “but 
we can plan and choose how we will love each other. Focusing on the vision 
of sacramental marriage keeps us on the path of a healthy and holy journey.”  
Please pre-register for The Incredible Adventure of Sacramental Marriage: 
Living the Vision by visiting the IMET website,  www.imetevents.org.   For 
more information, please call Cathy and Phil Gorski at 630-971-2406.

“Marriage and the Eucharist”
to be Offered Twice in January

The very successful Marriage and the Eucharist half-day 
event, which was offered in October at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center, will be presented again on January 15 at St. Raphael 
Parish in Naperville and on January 29 at St. Daniel the 
Prophet Parish in Wheaton. All married couples are invited. The 
morning includes the “Marriage and the Eucharist” presentation 
by Dr. Jim Healy, a structured reflection/ liturgical preparation 
time for the couples, and the celebration of the Eucharist.  The 
event runs from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon at St. Raphael and from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at St. Daniel the Prophet. Breakfast 
will be offered at both locations. There is no cost, but couples 
are asked to make a small contribution to a charity picked by 
the parish. To register for the event at St. Raphael in Naperville, 
please call Deacon Kurt Lange at 630-355-4545. To register for 
the event at St. Daniel the Prophet in Wheaton, please call Dan 
and Cheryl Montgomery at 630-629-2506.
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Building Strong Marriages With NFP

Engaged and looking to build a 
marriage on a strong foundation?  
Married and wanting some additional 
tools in your marital toolbox to shore up 
your marriage?  Come kick off National 
Natural Family Planning Awareness 
Week and explore what Natural Family 
Planning, one of the best tools for a 
long lasting marriage, can do for your 
marriage. 

Donna Dausman, will be speaking on 
“Building Strong Marriages with NFP” at 
Holy Trinity in Westmont on July 22, 
2011 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Donna is the former Director of the Office 
for Marriage and Family of the Springfield Diocese and serves on the 
national advisory board for the U. S. Bishops’ Natural Family Planning 
Program.  Come for a date night, enjoy wine and cheese, and learn 
about God’s plan for your marriage!

If you are unable to attend on Friday evening, Donna will repeat her 
presentation on Saturday, July 23 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the St. 
Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Come with your 
honey, enjoy some coffee and rolls and listen to a great speaker!

Registration is requested for both events, and the fee is $10 per 
individual or $15 per couple.  For more information about these 
events and/or to register, please contact Karen Buchert, NFP Ministry 
Coordinator for the Joliet Diocese, at 630-551-1712. 

Single Through Loss Gathering
February 12

The Single Through Loss (STL) Committee will hold its third winter 
gathering event on Saturday, February 12, at Christ the King Parish 
in Lombard for a Pre-Lenten/Mardi Gras celebration.  We will meet 
for Mass at 5 p.m., followed by food, fellowship and a speaker in the 
Parish Center until 10 p.m.  The suggested fee is $10.  Please go to 
www.singlethroughloss.org for more details and to register.  

An inter-parish committee of the Diocese of Joliet, STL members 
include support group leaders of “Divorce and Beyond,” the “Joyful 
Again” widowed ministry, and other peer support groups in the diocese.  
STL was initiated and is endorsed by the Center for Family Ministry of 
the Diocese of Joliet.  Plans are to rotate meeting locations throughout 
the diocese.

STL’s mission is to provide spiritual enrichment and networking 
opportunities for widowed or divorced Catholics who have passed 
through the initial stages of grief with the help of a support group and 
are ready to begin a new chapter in their lives.  STL meetings are open 
to individuals of all denominations who are respectful of faith-based 
values.

Online Registration Now Available for Catholic 
Engaged Encounter; Anniversary Planned

By going to www.ceejoliet.org, engaged couples can now register 
for a Catholici Engaged Encounter weekend, using credit cards to 
pay. If a weekend is full, that date will no longer appear on the list of 
possible weekends. Parishes have still been furnished with brochures 
so that couples can continue to register by mail, if they so choose.

On January 15, past and present Engaged Encounter team couples, 
clergy, and volunteers will gather for a special celebration in honor of 
35 years of service to the diocese.  This organization of volunteers 
has put on over 350 weekends of high quality marriage preparation in 
our diocese alone. Congratulatory notes or remembrances regarding 
Engaged Encounter should be sent to the Center for Family Ministry, 
where they will be passed on to be shared on January 15.

“Welcome Your Child” Baptismal Program

Parishes employing the Welcome Your Child baptismal pro-
gram are invited to send their experienced and/or new facilita-
tors to a refresher/training session at St. Alexander Parish in 
Villa Park on Tuesday, January 11. Please call Dr. Jim Healy at 
815-838-5334 at the Center for details.



ANNULMENT FIELD ADVOCATE TRAINING
Saturday, March 19

Quite often, a person investigating the possibility of an annulment has 
a difficult time beginning the process.  Those who help the person at a 
parish normally become the field advocate for that person’s annulment 
investigation.  This training, co-sponsored by the Center for Family Ministry 
and the Joliet Diocesan Tribunal, will provide potential “field advocates” 
and existing field advocates with pertinent information about the annulment 
process.  It will also offer practical ways for the field advocate to assist, 
coach, and be spiritually supportive with the annulment petitioners.

Those who come to this training are selected and sent by their 
parish staff and, in turn, will serve their own parish in this ministry.  The 
training takes place at St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville, from 
8:30 a.m. (check-in begins at 8:00) to 3:00 p.m. and will be conducted by 
Father Joseph Tapella, and Desirée Marciani.  The $15 fee covers coffee, 
lunch and materials.

Although the training is not mandatory, it will be very helpful, both for 
existing field advocates, and those who want to begin to reach out to 
annulment petitioners.  For registration information, concerns, or questions, 
call Desirée Marciani at 815-838-5334.

SUPPORT FOR ANNULMENT PETITIONERS 

Working on annulment papers alone without support can be emotionally 
painful, overwhelming, and frustrating.  Papers often get shoved into a desk 
drawer and more often than not are never worked on again.  In an effort to 
help petitioners complete their part of the process, the Center for Family 
Ministry, in collaboration with the Joliet Diocesan Tribunal, is once again 
offering a Day of Support for Annulment Petitioners on Saturday, February 
26, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the St. Charles Pastoral Center.  

This workshop is designed for divorced persons who have petitioned 
the Diocesan Marriage Tribunal to begin the annulment process, have 
submitted basic data for introduction of their case, but have not yet 
completed the Marriage Summary Questionnaire.  Catholics and non-
Catholics are welcome to attend, whether remarried or not.

The day will include time for prayer, time for questions and input 
regarding annulments and the relational issues dealt with in the 
questionnaire.  Participants will have time to begin or continue filling out the 
questionnaire within a supportive environment.  Pastoral ministers will be 
available for private consultation.

Lunch and materials are included in the $25 fee.  To register, please call 
815-838-5334.   For more information ask for Desirée Marciani.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD 

This retreat is for reconciliation and healing for post-abortive men 
and women, sponsored by the Joliet Diocesan Life Office.  The 
weekend dates for 2011 are February 2-4 and September 9-11 at 
the St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Confidentiality and 
privacy will be strictly observed.  To learn more about a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat or to register, contact Kay Corcoran 1-866-99-4-
GIVE.  For more information and a list of retreats in other locations, 
go to www.rachelsvineyard.org or call the toll free national hotline 
1-877-HOPE-4ME.

PEER SUPPORT GROUP
FACILITATOR TRAINING

Successful peer support groups have skillful facilitators.  
Becoming a skillful facilitator is a process that takes time and 
practice.  On August 20, The Center for Family Ministry is 
sponsoring a facilitator training for church-sponsored divorce, 
bereavement, and other hurting/healing support groups.   Desirée 
Marciani, associate director of The Center for Family Ministry 
who works with the hurting/healing ministries, and her husband, 
Deacon Tom Marciani, who is a hospice chaplain, will lead this 
training at St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Both 
Desiree and Tom have 16 years of divorce and bereavement 
ministry experience. 

The training is for those who are new facilitators of self-help 
small group sharing sessions as well as those who wish to brush 
up on their facilitating skills.  Agenda items include the role of the 
facilitator, communication, listening skills, support group ground 
rules, dealing with challenging situations, and practice time.  
Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m.  Training starts at 9:00 a.m. and 
concludes at 4:00 p.m.   The $20 fee covers continental breakfast, 
lunch, and a student manual.  Registrations are requested by 
August 15.  For more information, please call 815-838-5334.  

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

The Joliet Diocesan Natural Family Planning Program teaches the 
Billings Ovulation Method (BOMA) of NFP.  These two-session classes 

in English and Spanish are offered in the following locations for a fee of 
$50 per couple.  Parishes may also arrange on-site classes.  

St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville
Two-session classes in English are held the first and third Tuesday 
of each month from 7 to 9 p.m.  Contact Karen Buchert, Diocesan 

Coordinator of Natural Family Planning, at  630-551-1712 or 
kasbuchert@comcast.net.

Two-session classes in Spanish are held the second and fourth Sunday 
of each month, from 3 to 5 p.m. Contact instructor, Lupita Sorich at 815-

932-9275 or 815-735-8439 (cell).   
 

St John the Baptist in Winfield 
Two-session classes in English are held September through May on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  Contact Karen Buchert at 

630-551-1712 or kasbuchert@comcast.net 

Christ the King in Lombard
   A two-session class in English will be held on March 14 & 28, 2011 at 

the parish.  Contact Karen Buchert at 630-551-1712 or
kasbuchert@comcast.net 

Provena St. Mary Hospital in Kankakee 
Classes in English are held on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The second session is arranged 
individually.  In the Kankakee area, classes are also offered in Spanish by 
appointment.  Contact diocesan instructor Lupita Sorich, 815-932-9275 

or 815-735-8439 (cell).

Independent NFP providers also offering instruction within the Joliet 
Diocese:  Creighton FertilityCare at  www.fertilitycare.org; Couple to 

Couple League (CCL) at ccli.org; Natural Family Planning Life Institute 
Inc., at 815-722-1660. 

Upcoming Workshops at
Mayslake Ministries, Lombard

Mayslake Ministries will offer the following programs given by Dr. Barbara 
Jarvis-Pauls:

Opening New Doors—A night of renewal for divorced persons which will 
focus on the journey toward healing and new beginnings.  January 20, 7-9 
p.m., $15 per person.

Have I Told You Lately—An evening of enrichment for married couples, 
which will address ways of finding more romance, fun and intimacy in your 
relationship. February 4, 7-9 p.m., $25 per couple.

Morning of Reflection for Widows and Widowers—This morning, 
for all men and women who have experienced the death of a spouse 
recently or in the past, will include insights about grief, what to expect of the 
mourning process, and ways to prepare for a future of hope and new joy.  
February 5, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, $15 per person.  

A Day of Renewal: Marriage Enrichment—Couples of all ages are 
invited to discover new insights into what can make your marriage great.  
March 26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., $35 per couple.

A Night out for Moms—Discovering the Spirituality of Motherhood: 
moms, single moms, grandmas, and new moms.  May 6, 7-9 p.m., $15 per 
person. 

For more information or to register, call Mayslake Ministries at
630-268-9000 or email to Mamore@mayslakeministries.org .

RAINBOWS® TRAINING

Divorce, death, and other life-altering 
crises are devastating experiences that 
can often put family members at risk 
for a multitude of short and long-term 
negative effects.  However, research 
findings also indicate that with proper 
intervention, families adjust to the loss 
and recover well.  The RAINBOWS® 
program continues to offer healing to 
families experiencing these losses.
RAINBOWS® is a program which 
provides support for children and 
adolescents who are grieving a loss 
from a life altering crisis such as death or divorce.  RAINBOWS® 
enables those grieving to share their feelings in an accepting, 
supportive, confidential small group environment facilitated by 
trained, caring and compassionate adults.   Program sites may 
send their volunteers to the following training sessions at the 
St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Pre-registration is 
required.  The cost for new coordinator training is $35.00.  New 
facilitator training is $55.00, and includes lunch.  Please call 
815-838-5334 to register, for new site start-up, or for training 
information. 
NEW COORDINATOR TRAINING: 
Saturday, January 15, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
NEW FACILITATOR TRAINING:    
Saturday, January 22, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please note the September, 2011 training dates: 
New Coordinator Training - Saturday, September 10, 2011 
New Facilitator Training - Saturday, September 17, 2011

FOCCUS Training Opportunities in
January and March

On Saturday, January 8, there will be a FOCCUS training event at 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst.  On Saturday, March 5, 
there will be a FOCCUS training event at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center in Romeoville. Parish-approved couples or individuals from 
anywhere in the diocese can attend either of these two trainings. The 
program runs from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., and those trained will need 
to purchase the $50 Facilitator manual (one per couple or individual). 
A $10 fee per person will cover all other materials, refreshments, and 
lunch. Please call the Pastoral Center at 815-838-5334 to register for 
either event. 

FOCCUS is a pre-marriage inventory which engaged couples in the 
Diocese of Joliet use with a trained facilitator.

JOYFUL AGAIN! 
A Widowed Ministry

JOYFUL AGAIN! is a two-day program for widows and widowers 
who want to resolve the grief they feel inside and begin to live again 
after the death of their spouse. The weekend employs a series of video 
presentations, followed by facilitated small group discussion and private 
reflection time.  Through this process, individuals gain new insights and 
receive encouragement and support.  Trained facilitators, who have been 
widowed themselves, help with the weekend and the discussions.   

The next weekend at the St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville 
will be on April 9-10, 2011.  An additional weekend in the Joliet Diocese 
will take place at Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst on August 
6-7.  For more information, to register, or for other dates and locations, 
please contact Charlotte Hrubes at 708-354-7211 or check the web at 
www.joyfulagain.org

30 Year Anniversary Celebration of
World Marriage Day on February 12

An idea that started locally in Louisiana in 1981 but which quickly 
became a national and then global phenomenon is World Marriage 
Day, sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. In honor of this 
special day, all married couples are invited to an evening of romance, 
fun and dancing at St. Daniel the Prophet Parish in Wheaton on 
Saturday, February 12 from 7-11:30 p.m. Admission is free, but 
please bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert to share. RSVP to Dan and 
Cheryl Montgomery at 630-629-2506 or danandcheryl1@comcast.
net . Please include the title of your “couple” song. 

Celebration in Honor of World Marriage Day
in Bourbonnais on Feb. 26

There will be a marriage event celebrated on Saturday evening, 
Feb. 26 at Maternity Parish in Bourbonnais. Sponsored by the 
Inter-Parish Women’s Committee, the event will begin at 6:30 with 
refreshments. At 7:00 pm Dr. Jim Healy will speak on How to Be 
Married and Stay Engaged. The evening will finish with a renewal of 
marriage vows led by Fr. Richard Pighini, pastor of Maternity Parish.

Couples who register by Feb. 18 will receive the early rate of $10 
per couple. After Feb. 18 the cost is $15 per couple. Please send 
check (payable to St. Patrick Church) to Linda Born at St. Patrick 
Church, 428 S. Indiana Ave., Kankakee, IL  60901. For additional 
information or questions, please call the St. Patrick rectory at 815-
932-6716.  

“Table for Two” Marriage Event at
St. John’s in Villa Park on April 30

A special catered dinner and presentation will be offered for married 
and engaged couples on Saturday evening, April 30, at St. John’s 
Parish in Villa Park. Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m. and dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Jim Healy will offer an after-dinner presentation 
at 7:30 p.m. entitled How to Be Married and Stay Engaged. The 
entire evening will conclude by 9:00 p.m. To register, and for infor-
mation about the fee, please call the parish at 630-279-7404. The 
coordinating couple, Jim and Terri Cronin, can also be contacted at 
jim.cronin1114@sbcglobal.net.

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER in Romeoville
English Dates for 2011:  Feb 11-13, Mar 11-13, Apr 8-10, May 13-15,

Sept. 9-11, Oct. 7-9, Nov 11-13, Dec 9-11.
For reservations, register online at  www.ceejoliet.org

or call 630-375-7072. 
Spanish Dates for 2011: April 30-May 1, July 30-31, Nov 5-6.

For reservations, call 815-834-4007.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
For reservations, call 630-577-0778 or go to www.wwme.org   

Upcoming dates for 2011 at the Quality Inn, Burr Ridge: 
Jan 28-30, Feb 18-20, Mar 4-6, Apr 8-10, June 3-5, June 24-26,

Sept 9-11, Sept 16-18, Oct 14-16, Nov 4-6, Dec 2-4.

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND FOR TROUBLED MARRIAGES
For reservations, call 708-802-1830 or go to www.retrouvaille.org

Upcoming dates for 2011:
Romeoville:   Apr 29-May 1 and Sept 30-Oct 2

Chicago:  March 4-6 and Dec 2-4
Rockford:  Aug 12-14

NW Indiana, Rensselaer: July 8-10

Year of the Eucharist Closing Ceremonies Moved to 
the Parish Level

Parishes will be asked to conclude the Year of the Eucharist 
on June 26 by celebrating events at the parish level. Originally, 
a diocesan-wide Eucharistic Congress at Lewis University in 
Romeoville had been envisioned, with a special track for families. The 
Steering Committee has suggested that, in place of the Congress, 
each parish be encouraged to have a Eucharistic Procession, 
Adoration, and Benediction following their last morning Mass.



ANNULMENT FIELD ADVOCATE TRAINING
Saturday, March 19

Quite often, a person investigating the possibility of an annulment has 
a difficult time beginning the process.  Those who help the person at a 
parish normally become the field advocate for that person’s annulment 
investigation.  This training, co-sponsored by the Center for Family Ministry 
and the Joliet Diocesan Tribunal, will provide potential “field advocates” 
and existing field advocates with pertinent information about the annulment 
process.  It will also offer practical ways for the field advocate to assist, 
coach, and be spiritually supportive with the annulment petitioners.

Those who come to this training are selected and sent by their 
parish staff and, in turn, will serve their own parish in this ministry.  The 
training takes place at St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville, from 
8:30 a.m. (check-in begins at 8:00) to 3:00 p.m. and will be conducted by 
Father Joseph Tapella, and Desirée Marciani.  The $15 fee covers coffee, 
lunch and materials.

Although the training is not mandatory, it will be very helpful, both for 
existing field advocates, and those who want to begin to reach out to 
annulment petitioners.  For registration information, concerns, or questions, 
call Desirée Marciani at 815-838-5334.

SUPPORT FOR ANNULMENT PETITIONERS 

Working on annulment papers alone without support can be emotionally 
painful, overwhelming, and frustrating.  Papers often get shoved into a desk 
drawer and more often than not are never worked on again.  In an effort to 
help petitioners complete their part of the process, the Center for Family 
Ministry, in collaboration with the Joliet Diocesan Tribunal, is once again 
offering a Day of Support for Annulment Petitioners on Saturday, February 
26, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the St. Charles Pastoral Center.  

This workshop is designed for divorced persons who have petitioned 
the Diocesan Marriage Tribunal to begin the annulment process, have 
submitted basic data for introduction of their case, but have not yet 
completed the Marriage Summary Questionnaire.  Catholics and non-
Catholics are welcome to attend, whether remarried or not.

The day will include time for prayer, time for questions and input 
regarding annulments and the relational issues dealt with in the 
questionnaire.  Participants will have time to begin or continue filling out the 
questionnaire within a supportive environment.  Pastoral ministers will be 
available for private consultation.

Lunch and materials are included in the $25 fee.  To register, please call 
815-838-5334.   For more information ask for Desirée Marciani.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD 

This retreat is for reconciliation and healing for post-abortive men 
and women, sponsored by the Joliet Diocesan Life Office.  The 
weekend dates for 2011 are February 2-4 and September 9-11 at 
the St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Confidentiality and 
privacy will be strictly observed.  To learn more about a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat or to register, contact Kay Corcoran 1-866-99-4-
GIVE.  For more information and a list of retreats in other locations, 
go to www.rachelsvineyard.org or call the toll free national hotline 
1-877-HOPE-4ME.

PEER SUPPORT GROUP
FACILITATOR TRAINING

Successful peer support groups have skillful facilitators.  
Becoming a skillful facilitator is a process that takes time and 
practice.  On August 20, The Center for Family Ministry is 
sponsoring a facilitator training for church-sponsored divorce, 
bereavement, and other hurting/healing support groups.   Desirée 
Marciani, associate director of The Center for Family Ministry 
who works with the hurting/healing ministries, and her husband, 
Deacon Tom Marciani, who is a hospice chaplain, will lead this 
training at St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Both 
Desiree and Tom have 16 years of divorce and bereavement 
ministry experience. 

The training is for those who are new facilitators of self-help 
small group sharing sessions as well as those who wish to brush 
up on their facilitating skills.  Agenda items include the role of the 
facilitator, communication, listening skills, support group ground 
rules, dealing with challenging situations, and practice time.  
Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m.  Training starts at 9:00 a.m. and 
concludes at 4:00 p.m.   The $20 fee covers continental breakfast, 
lunch, and a student manual.  Registrations are requested by 
August 15.  For more information, please call 815-838-5334.  

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

The Joliet Diocesan Natural Family Planning Program teaches the 
Billings Ovulation Method (BOMA) of NFP.  These two-session classes 

in English and Spanish are offered in the following locations for a fee of 
$50 per couple.  Parishes may also arrange on-site classes.  

St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville
Two-session classes in English are held the first and third Tuesday 
of each month from 7 to 9 p.m.  Contact Karen Buchert, Diocesan 

Coordinator of Natural Family Planning, at  630-551-1712 or 
kasbuchert@comcast.net.

Two-session classes in Spanish are held the second and fourth Sunday 
of each month, from 3 to 5 p.m. Contact instructor, Lupita Sorich at 815-

932-9275 or 815-735-8439 (cell).   
 

St John the Baptist in Winfield 
Two-session classes in English are held September through May on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  Contact Karen Buchert at 

630-551-1712 or kasbuchert@comcast.net 

Christ the King in Lombard
   A two-session class in English will be held on March 14 & 28, 2011 at 

the parish.  Contact Karen Buchert at 630-551-1712 or
kasbuchert@comcast.net 

Provena St. Mary Hospital in Kankakee 
Classes in English are held on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The second session is arranged 
individually.  In the Kankakee area, classes are also offered in Spanish by 
appointment.  Contact diocesan instructor Lupita Sorich, 815-932-9275 

or 815-735-8439 (cell).

Independent NFP providers also offering instruction within the Joliet 
Diocese:  Creighton FertilityCare at  www.fertilitycare.org; Couple to 

Couple League (CCL) at ccli.org; Natural Family Planning Life Institute 
Inc., at 815-722-1660. 

Upcoming Workshops at
Mayslake Ministries, Lombard

Mayslake Ministries will offer the following programs given by Dr. Barbara 
Jarvis-Pauls:

Opening New Doors—A night of renewal for divorced persons which will 
focus on the journey toward healing and new beginnings.  January 20, 7-9 
p.m., $15 per person.

Have I Told You Lately—An evening of enrichment for married couples, 
which will address ways of finding more romance, fun and intimacy in your 
relationship. February 4, 7-9 p.m., $25 per couple.

Morning of Reflection for Widows and Widowers—This morning, 
for all men and women who have experienced the death of a spouse 
recently or in the past, will include insights about grief, what to expect of the 
mourning process, and ways to prepare for a future of hope and new joy.  
February 5, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, $15 per person.  

A Day of Renewal: Marriage Enrichment—Couples of all ages are 
invited to discover new insights into what can make your marriage great.  
March 26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., $35 per couple.

A Night out for Moms—Discovering the Spirituality of Motherhood: 
moms, single moms, grandmas, and new moms.  May 6, 7-9 p.m., $15 per 
person. 

For more information or to register, call Mayslake Ministries at
630-268-9000 or email to Mamore@mayslakeministries.org .

RAINBOWS® TRAINING

Divorce, death, and other life-altering 
crises are devastating experiences that 
can often put family members at risk 
for a multitude of short and long-term 
negative effects.  However, research 
findings also indicate that with proper 
intervention, families adjust to the loss 
and recover well.  The RAINBOWS® 
program continues to offer healing to 
families experiencing these losses.
RAINBOWS® is a program which 
provides support for children and 
adolescents who are grieving a loss 
from a life altering crisis such as death or divorce.  RAINBOWS® 
enables those grieving to share their feelings in an accepting, 
supportive, confidential small group environment facilitated by 
trained, caring and compassionate adults.   Program sites may 
send their volunteers to the following training sessions at the 
St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Pre-registration is 
required.  The cost for new coordinator training is $35.00.  New 
facilitator training is $55.00, and includes lunch.  Please call 
815-838-5334 to register, for new site start-up, or for training 
information. 
NEW COORDINATOR TRAINING: 
Saturday, January 15, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
NEW FACILITATOR TRAINING:    
Saturday, January 22, 2011 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please note the September, 2011 training dates: 
New Coordinator Training - Saturday, September 10, 2011 
New Facilitator Training - Saturday, September 17, 2011

FOCCUS Training Opportunities in
January and March

On Saturday, January 8, there will be a FOCCUS training event at 
Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst.  On Saturday, March 5, 
there will be a FOCCUS training event at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center in Romeoville. Parish-approved couples or individuals from 
anywhere in the diocese can attend either of these two trainings. The 
program runs from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., and those trained will need 
to purchase the $50 Facilitator manual (one per couple or individual). 
A $10 fee per person will cover all other materials, refreshments, and 
lunch. Please call the Pastoral Center at 815-838-5334 to register for 
either event. 

FOCCUS is a pre-marriage inventory which engaged couples in the 
Diocese of Joliet use with a trained facilitator.

JOYFUL AGAIN! 
A Widowed Ministry

JOYFUL AGAIN! is a two-day program for widows and widowers 
who want to resolve the grief they feel inside and begin to live again 
after the death of their spouse. The weekend employs a series of video 
presentations, followed by facilitated small group discussion and private 
reflection time.  Through this process, individuals gain new insights and 
receive encouragement and support.  Trained facilitators, who have been 
widowed themselves, help with the weekend and the discussions.   

The next weekend at the St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville 
will be on April 9-10, 2011.  An additional weekend in the Joliet Diocese 
will take place at Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst on August 
6-7.  For more information, to register, or for other dates and locations, 
please contact Charlotte Hrubes at 708-354-7211 or check the web at 
www.joyfulagain.org

30 Year Anniversary Celebration of
World Marriage Day on February 12

An idea that started locally in Louisiana in 1981 but which quickly 
became a national and then global phenomenon is World Marriage 
Day, sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. In honor of this 
special day, all married couples are invited to an evening of romance, 
fun and dancing at St. Daniel the Prophet Parish in Wheaton on 
Saturday, February 12 from 7-11:30 p.m. Admission is free, but 
please bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert to share. RSVP to Dan and 
Cheryl Montgomery at 630-629-2506 or danandcheryl1@comcast.
net . Please include the title of your “couple” song. 

Celebration in Honor of World Marriage Day
in Bourbonnais on Feb. 26

There will be a marriage event celebrated on Saturday evening, 
Feb. 26 at Maternity Parish in Bourbonnais. Sponsored by the 
Inter-Parish Women’s Committee, the event will begin at 6:30 with 
refreshments. At 7:00 pm Dr. Jim Healy will speak on How to Be 
Married and Stay Engaged. The evening will finish with a renewal of 
marriage vows led by Fr. Richard Pighini, pastor of Maternity Parish.

Couples who register by Feb. 18 will receive the early rate of $10 
per couple. After Feb. 18 the cost is $15 per couple. Please send 
check (payable to St. Patrick Church) to Linda Born at St. Patrick 
Church, 428 S. Indiana Ave., Kankakee, IL  60901. For additional 
information or questions, please call the St. Patrick rectory at 815-
932-6716.  

“Table for Two” Marriage Event at
St. John’s in Villa Park on April 30

A special catered dinner and presentation will be offered for married 
and engaged couples on Saturday evening, April 30, at St. John’s 
Parish in Villa Park. Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m. and dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Jim Healy will offer an after-dinner presentation 
at 7:30 p.m. entitled How to Be Married and Stay Engaged. The 
entire evening will conclude by 9:00 p.m. To register, and for infor-
mation about the fee, please call the parish at 630-279-7404. The 
coordinating couple, Jim and Terri Cronin, can also be contacted at 
jim.cronin1114@sbcglobal.net.

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER in Romeoville
English Dates for 2011:  Feb 11-13, Mar 11-13, Apr 8-10, May 13-15,

Sept. 9-11, Oct. 7-9, Nov 11-13, Dec 9-11.
For reservations, register online at  www.ceejoliet.org

or call 630-375-7072. 
Spanish Dates for 2011: April 30-May 1, July 30-31, Nov 5-6.

For reservations, call 815-834-4007.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
For reservations, call 630-577-0778 or go to www.wwme.org   

Upcoming dates for 2011 at the Quality Inn, Burr Ridge: 
Jan 28-30, Feb 18-20, Mar 4-6, Apr 8-10, June 3-5, June 24-26,

Sept 9-11, Sept 16-18, Oct 14-16, Nov 4-6, Dec 2-4.

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND FOR TROUBLED MARRIAGES
For reservations, call 708-802-1830 or go to www.retrouvaille.org

Upcoming dates for 2011:
Romeoville:   Apr 29-May 1 and Sept 30-Oct 2

Chicago:  March 4-6 and Dec 2-4
Rockford:  Aug 12-14

NW Indiana, Rensselaer: July 8-10

Year of the Eucharist Closing Ceremonies Moved to 
the Parish Level

Parishes will be asked to conclude the Year of the Eucharist 
on June 26 by celebrating events at the parish level. Originally, 
a diocesan-wide Eucharistic Congress at Lewis University in 
Romeoville had been envisioned, with a special track for families. The 
Steering Committee has suggested that, in place of the Congress, 
each parish be encouraged to have a Eucharistic Procession, 
Adoration, and Benediction following their last morning Mass.
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CENTER FOR FAMILY MINISTRY
 A CONFERENCE FOR THE DIVORCED AND WIDOWED

APRIL 9, 2011

BREAD BROKEN BUT MULTIPLIED

Losing a spouse through death or because of 
a marriage break-up can be an earth- shattering 
experience.  Like it or not, one experiences 
a period of  personal “dying,” but hopefully, 
in time, a time of personal “rising”.   No one 
understands dying and rising better than our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  In the Eucharist we relive 
the dying and rising of Jesus and join our 
suffering and rising to His.  

Our diocese is in the midst of celebrating The 
Year of the Eucharist.  This conference, Bread 
Broken But Multiplied, features Brother 
Loughlan Sofield S.T., an internationally 
renowned retreat and group leader.  His talks 
will weave together the Eucharistic experience 
with our journey through transition and loss and will also include a sensitive 
reflection on forgiveness. The Eucharistic journey invites us not only into the 
mystery of suffering but also into the peaceful, healing embrace of God.  We are 
then sent forth to care for others and, in doing so, we continue our own healing.

Brother Loughlan is the Senior Editor of Human Development magazine, 
and the co-author and author of many books including Design for Wholeness  
and Facing Forgiveness.  He has received worldwide recognition for his work 
with leaders of all ministries, including ministry to the divorced and the widowed. 
Known for his deep understanding of the human condition, he is able to bring 
people together and help them to come to a more hopeful understanding of their 
life’s journey.

The day begins with a 9 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. check-in at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center in Romeoville, and concludes with a 4 p.m. vigil Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Imesch.  The suggested donation of $35 includes morning coffee, lunch 
and all materials. Please register by calling the Center at 815-838-5334 or by 
using the enclosed registration form.

“The Incredible Adventure of Sacramental Marriage”
on March 12

  All married couples are invited to IMET’s 
Fourth Annual Marriage Enrichment 
Conference at Illinois Benedictine University in 
Lisle, Illinois on March 12. IMET is a consortium 
of seven DuPage County parishes in the 
Diocese of Joliet who have banded together 
to offer high quality marriage enrichment 
opportunities.

The event will take place at the Krasa 
Center at Illinois Benedictine University 
from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cost will be 
$30 per couple. The presenters, George and 
Judy Clark, have been leaders in the field of 
marriage and family ministry for over 30 years. 
They have co-led marriage ministries at both the 
diocesan and parish levels. Judy is a counselor 
and past president of the National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers.  
Both George and Judy are adjunct instructors at the University of Dallas and 
the University of Notre Dame and are facilitators of the Ministry With Families 
leadership formation series. They are known for their humor, down-home 
friendliness, and deep insight into marriage. They have been married for 47 
years and have been blessed with three children and eight grandchildren.

“We can’t always direct the circumstances of our lives,” say the Clarks, “but 
we can plan and choose how we will love each other. Focusing on the vision 
of sacramental marriage keeps us on the path of a healthy and holy journey.”  
Please pre-register for The Incredible Adventure of Sacramental Marriage: 
Living the Vision by visiting the IMET website,  www.imetevents.org.   For 
more information, please call Cathy and Phil Gorski at 630-971-2406.

“Marriage and the Eucharist”
to be Offered Twice in January

The very successful Marriage and the Eucharist half-day 
event, which was offered in October at the St. Charles Pastoral 
Center, will be presented again on January 15 at St. Raphael 
Parish in Naperville and on January 29 at St. Daniel the 
Prophet Parish in Wheaton. All married couples are invited. The 
morning includes the “Marriage and the Eucharist” presentation 
by Dr. Jim Healy, a structured reflection/ liturgical preparation 
time for the couples, and the celebration of the Eucharist.  The 
event runs from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon at St. Raphael and from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at St. Daniel the Prophet. Breakfast 
will be offered at both locations. There is no cost, but couples 
are asked to make a small contribution to a charity picked by 
the parish. To register for the event at St. Raphael in Naperville, 
please call Deacon Kurt Lange at 630-355-4545. To register for 
the event at St. Daniel the Prophet in Wheaton, please call Dan 
and Cheryl Montgomery at 630-629-2506.
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Building Strong Marriages With NFP

Engaged and looking to build a 
marriage on a strong foundation?  
Married and wanting some additional 
tools in your marital toolbox to shore up 
your marriage?  Come kick off National 
Natural Family Planning Awareness 
Week and explore what Natural Family 
Planning, one of the best tools for a 
long lasting marriage, can do for your 
marriage. 

Donna Dausman, will be speaking on 
“Building Strong Marriages with NFP” at 
Holy Trinity in Westmont on July 22, 
2011 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Donna is the former Director of the Office 
for Marriage and Family of the Springfield Diocese and serves on the 
national advisory board for the U. S. Bishops’ Natural Family Planning 
Program.  Come for a date night, enjoy wine and cheese, and learn 
about God’s plan for your marriage!

If you are unable to attend on Friday evening, Donna will repeat her 
presentation on Saturday, July 23 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the St. 
Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center in Romeoville.  Come with your 
honey, enjoy some coffee and rolls and listen to a great speaker!

Registration is requested for both events, and the fee is $10 per 
individual or $15 per couple.  For more information about these 
events and/or to register, please contact Karen Buchert, NFP Ministry 
Coordinator for the Joliet Diocese, at 630-551-1712. 

Single Through Loss Gathering
February 12

The Single Through Loss (STL) Committee will hold its third winter 
gathering event on Saturday, February 12, at Christ the King Parish 
in Lombard for a Pre-Lenten/Mardi Gras celebration.  We will meet 
for Mass at 5 p.m., followed by food, fellowship and a speaker in the 
Parish Center until 10 p.m.  The suggested fee is $10.  Please go to 
www.singlethroughloss.org for more details and to register.  

An inter-parish committee of the Diocese of Joliet, STL members 
include support group leaders of “Divorce and Beyond,” the “Joyful 
Again” widowed ministry, and other peer support groups in the diocese.  
STL was initiated and is endorsed by the Center for Family Ministry of 
the Diocese of Joliet.  Plans are to rotate meeting locations throughout 
the diocese.

STL’s mission is to provide spiritual enrichment and networking 
opportunities for widowed or divorced Catholics who have passed 
through the initial stages of grief with the help of a support group and 
are ready to begin a new chapter in their lives.  STL meetings are open 
to individuals of all denominations who are respectful of faith-based 
values.

Online Registration Now Available for Catholic 
Engaged Encounter; Anniversary Planned

By going to www.ceejoliet.org, engaged couples can now register 
for a Catholici Engaged Encounter weekend, using credit cards to 
pay. If a weekend is full, that date will no longer appear on the list of 
possible weekends. Parishes have still been furnished with brochures 
so that couples can continue to register by mail, if they so choose.

On January 15, past and present Engaged Encounter team couples, 
clergy, and volunteers will gather for a special celebration in honor of 
35 years of service to the diocese.  This organization of volunteers 
has put on over 350 weekends of high quality marriage preparation in 
our diocese alone. Congratulatory notes or remembrances regarding 
Engaged Encounter should be sent to the Center for Family Ministry, 
where they will be passed on to be shared on January 15.

“Welcome Your Child” Baptismal Program

Parishes employing the Welcome Your Child baptismal pro-
gram are invited to send their experienced and/or new facilita-
tors to a refresher/training session at St. Alexander Parish in 
Villa Park on Tuesday, January 11. Please call Dr. Jim Healy at 
815-838-5334 at the Center for details.



REGISTRATION FORM
We have included this generic registration form for your convenience. Please duplicate it if you wish to register for one of our programs.

NAME:

ADDRESS					        CITY				       STATE			   ZIP

PARISH								        DAYTIME PHONE

TITLE OF WORKSHOP

DATE OF WORKSHOP						        FEE ENCLOSED

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Upcoming Events – Register Below
JANUARY

  4	 Natural Family Planning, #1, English, Romeoville
  8	 FOCCUS Training, Elmhurst
11	 Welcome Your Child, Villa Park
15	 Rainbows Coordinator Training, Romeoville
15	 Marriage & The Eucharist, Naperville
18	 Natural Family Planning, #2, English, Romeoville
22	 Rainbows Facilitator Training, Romeoville
28-30	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter
29	 Marriage & The Eucharist, Wheaton

FEBRUARY

  1	 Natural Family Planning, #1,English, Romeoville
  2-4	 Rachel’s Vineyard, Romeoville
11-13	 Catholic Engaged Encounter
12	 Single Through Loss, Lombard
12	 World Marriage Day Event, Wheaton
13	 Natural Family Planning, #1,Spanish, Romeoville
15	 Natural Family Planning, #2,English, Romeoville
18-20	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter
26	 Annulment Support Day, Romeoville
26	 World Marriage Day Event, Bourbonnais
27	 Natural Family Planning, #2,Spanish, Romeoville

MARCH

  1	 Natural Family Planning, #1,English, Romeoville	     
  4-6	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter
  4-6	 Retrouvaille, Chicago
  5	 FOCCUS Training, Romeoville
11-13	 Catholic Engaged Encounter
12	 Marriage Enrichment Event, Lisle
13	 Natural Family Planning, #1,Spanish, Romeoville
15	 Natural Family Planning, #2,English, Romeoville
19	 Annulment Field Advocate Training, Romeoville
27	 Natural Family Planning, #2,Spanish, Romeoville

APRIL

  3	 Natural Family Planning, #1,Spanish, Romeoville
  5	 Natural Family Planning, #1,English, Romeoville
  8-10	 Catholic Engaged Encounter
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  8-10	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
  9	 Divorced & Widowed Conference, Romeoville
  9-10	 Joyful Again!, Romeoville
17	 Natural Family Planning, #2,Spanish, Romeoville
19	 Natural Family Planning, #2,English, Romeoville
29-5/1	 Retrouvaille, Romeoville
30	 “Table for Two” Marriage Event, Villa Park
30-5/1	 Catholic Engaged Encounter, Spanish

MAY

  1	 Natural Family Planning, #1,Spanish, Romeoville
  3	 Natural Family Planning, #1,English, Romeoville
13-15	 Catholic Engaged Encounter
15	 Natural Family Planning, #2,Spanish, Romeoville
17	 Natural Family Planning, #2,English, Romeoville

JUNE

  3-5	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter
  7	 Natural Family Planning, #1,English, Romeoville
21	 Natural Family Planning, #2,English, Romeoville
24-26	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter

JULY

 8-10	 Retrouvaille, NW Indiana, Rensselaer
22	 Building Strong Marriages, Westmont
23	 Building Strong Marriages, Romeoville
30-31	 Catholic Engaged Encounter, Spanish

AUGUST

12-14	 Retrouvaille, Rockford
20	 Peer Support Grp Facilitator Training, Romeoville

SEPTEMBER

  9-11	 Catholic Engaged Encounter
  9-11	 Worldwide Marriage Encounter
10	 Rainbows Coordinator Training, Romeoville
17	 Rainbows Facilitator Training, Romeoville
30-10/2	 Retrouvaille, Romeoville




