Diocese of Joliet
Life Office

MARCH FOR LIFE 2012

Plans are well underway for the
Diocese of Joliet pilgrimage to the March
for Life in Washington, DC. Plan to join
the bishop, priests and religious, and
hundreds of Catholics from around the
diocese for this annual trip to our
nation’s capitol on the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade. We depart by bus from the St.
Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville
on the evening of Friday, January 20th
and return to the center on the morning
of Tuesday, January 24th, 2012.

Highlights Include
e Lodging in downtown Washington, DC

e Sightseeing at the museums and
monuments

e Mass and confession
e Two breakfast buffets at hotel

e Tour of Lincoln Memorial

e  Wreath Laying at
Arlington National Cemetery

e Meals at Cozy Restaurant, Old Post
Office and a celebratory dinner after the
March for Life

e Vigil Mass at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

e March for Life
Final details and registration

materials will be available soon!
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/life
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A morning of prayer, fellowship, workshops...
Fr. Denis G. Wilde to be Keynote Speaker at
Diocesan Prayer Breakfast and Conference

20, 2011, from 8:00 AM-12:00 PM., at
St. Mary Immaculate parish in
Plainfield featuring Fr. Denis Wilde of
Priests for Life, as well as other
prominent national and local speakers.

Fr. Wilde is a Associate Director of
Priests for Life, and a member of the
Augustinian Province of St. Thomas of Villanova. His
keynote address, “The P’s in Prolife Power” will guide us
through the key areas to effect change in our beloved land
and in the hearts of the living victims of abortion.
Defending innocent life is not a choice. It flows from the
Gospel, even from the Golden Rule. Our labor of love, be
it abortion, post-abortion healing or educating and
activating fellow believers and citizens, is a responsibility
incumbent on us all. Fr. Wilde will also lead one of the
day’s break out sessions entitled “Defending Life More
Abundantly”.

Loretta Fleming, Field Coodinator for the National
Committee for a Human Life Amendment, will lead a
break out session entitled “Effective Legislative Advocacy”
where she will explain the tools needed to develop effective
techniques, including phone and e-mail networks, writing
letters, postcards and petitions and internet use.

Fr. Gregor Gorsic, pastor of St. Andrew the Apostle parish
in Romeoville, and a member of the Bishops’ Advisory
Board will draw on the most recent ethical/moral and
scriptural teachings of the Church on end of life issues in his
session entitled “Psalm 23: The Good Shepherd, End of
Life, and Verdant Pastures”.

Continued on Page 5
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Defending Dignity —
in Death and in Life

When my father died a year ago, he knew what was in store for him following ten years of battling
cancer. My dad was an avid reader and a true student of life, and he had researched and pursued all the best
medical treatments available. But as treatments and procedures failed, my dad had also researched the final
stages of the disease so he would know exactly what to expect. I think he wanted to be as prepared as
possible for the end.

When he died last June, my dad’s strength in his weakness was unbelievable. And the bonding of my
family in and through this loss was equally remarkable.

So it’s amazing to me that a secular sense of “compassion” and of “dying with dignity” would have
stripped my father and my family of this great moment of grace. “Physician assisted suicide” and the
movement to justify euthanasia have become increasingly commonplace in our culture. Slowly but surely,
these “choices” seem like “viable options” for many families.

But, whereas my father never chose this cross, he would never have considered taking his own life to
spare himself or his family. And, whereas we did everything we could to make sure my father was as
comfortable as possible (providing life-affirming “palliative care”), we would never have eliminated his
suffering by eliminating him.

This month, the U.S. Bishops voted to issue a statement on assisted suicide entitled, 7o Live Each
Day with Dignity (to read the full text, please click here). The Church has always been the champion of the
most vulnerable—particularly those at both ends of life’s spectrum. By promoting the authentic dignity of
the human person, even those who are suffering, the Bishops are addressing the fact that assisted suicide
quietly, quickly and logically slides into involuntary euthanasia.

True respect, compassion and solidarity for our fellow human beings require that we walk with them,
stand with them, and sit with them wherever they are. This response of love in action can alone help others
live (and die) with dignity.
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In closing, this August’s Prayer Breakfast and Conference will pick up on a variety of ways that the
Church calls us to defend human dignity, and I hope that you’ll consider joining us. The USCCB’s pro-life
theme for 2011-12 is 7 came that they might have life to the full.”” How appropriate a response to the
“culture of death”!

Speaking of “living each day with dignity,” please continue to offer spiritual and financial support for
the crisis pregnancy centers in our diocese that are officially endorsed by the Life Office: Birthright,
Waterleaf Women'’s Center, Woman’s Choice Services and Catholic Charities Maternity Services. They do
amazing work and are on the front line of the battle to defend life!

In Christ,
David Spesia

P.S. The Life Office would like to thank our friend Chris Earl for volunteering to help us promote the March
for Life. Part of his recruiting effort involves fundraising for scholarships so that more students can make the
pilgrimage. We ask you to keep Chris in your prayers, and to help spread the word about this life-changing
experience.
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Stem Cell Ethics and the Things
We Refuse to Do...

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

Many well-intentioned pro-lifers have inadvertently
adopted flawed or incomplete arguments while trying
to defend the noblest of causes: the plght of the
vulnerable and the unborn. In the debate over stem
cells, for example, a common argument runs like this:

Human embryonic stem cell research i1s wrong
because we are witnessing new medical treatments for
sick patients exclusively with adult, not embryonic
stem cells. Every disease that has been successtully
treated thus far with stem cells has relied on adult stem
cells, while embryonic stem cells haven’t produced any
cures yet. Adult stem cells work, while embryonic
don’t, and it’s basically a waste of resources to pursue
something that 1s not working. Therefore scientists
should stop beating therr drums about human
embryonic stem cells since all the real-life treatiments
for patients are occurring exclusively with adult stem
cells.

This argument, often employed by those of a pro-hfe
persuasion, 1s flawed on a number of counts.

First, it seems to presume that the only yardstick for
determining embryonic stem cell “success” will be n
terms of benefits to patients who are struggling with
various aillments and diseases. Yet researchers
themselves would argue that there are many other
reasons to pursue embryonic stem cell research. For
example, such research 1s sure to be valuable for
gaining further insight into the cellular mechanisms
underlying the development of an organism and 1s
already providing important clues about how an animal
builds itself up from a single starting cell called the
zygote. Scientific research using non-human (e.g.
mouse, rat, or monkey) embryonic stem cells can
address these kinds of questions in a responsible way
and clearly deserves to be funded and promoted. Such
non-human embryonic stem cell research 1s, in fact, a
praiseworthy and ethically uncontentious kind of
scientific Investigation.

Second, the argument that adult stem cells are helping
sick patients while embryonic are not — and thus the
adult stem cells are “more ethical” — seems to reduce
the stem cell ethics debate to a discussion about what
works best, or what 1s most effective. In fact, however,
the ethical concerns have very little to do with scientific
efficiency and everything to do with the fact that
researchers violate and destroy young humans (who
are still embryos) in order to acquire their stem cells.

Furthermore, it may be strictly a

matter of time before the
embryonic stem cells begin
providing cures for human

patients. At any point in the
future, we could be greeted by a
front page news story
announcing a dramatic
“success,” perhaps an embryonic stem cell transplant
allowing childhood diabetics to give up their insulin
mjections or paralyzed patients to walk. That
“success,” however, would not change the ethical
objections to embryo destruction or make an evil act a
morally acceptable one — though it might increase the
temptation for some to cross the objective ethical line.

To put it more simply: even if it were possible to cure
all diseases known to mankind by harvesting (and
therefore killing) a single human embryo, it would
never become ethical to do so. We cannot choose evil
that good might come, nor can we ever afford to pay
the steep ethical price of ignoring the sacrosanct
humanity of the embryo, that tiny creature that each of
us once was ourselves. Treating a fellow human being,
albeit a very small one, as a means rather than an end,
violates his or her most basic human rights.

In fact, the direct killing of other humans, whether
young and embryonic or old and in their dotage, is
properly referred to as an mntrinsic evil, meaning it 1s in
every instance wrong, and ought never be chosen as a
human act. Intrinsic evils do not admit of any
legiimate exceptions. Once we concretely recognize
the 1immoral character of an action prohibited by an
exceptionless norm, the only ethically acceptable act 1s
to follow the requirements of the moral law and turn
away from the action which it forbids.

Continued on Page 6
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St. Joan of Arc
Lisle, IL

At St. Joan of Arc Parish in
Lisle, the pro-life ministry’s
members are an energetic and
passionate group whose main
goal is to promote the Church’s
“Gospel of Life” through prayer,
political advocacy, social action,
and education. In this ministry,
we seek to defend the sanctity of
human life by challenging those
realities that threaten it such as,
abortion, euthanasia, embryonic
stem cell research, and capital
punishment.

In order to achieve this goal,
we recognize that it is important
to offer frequent pro-life focused
activities and events. In October
2009, St. Joan hosted “Little
Soles”, a display that visually
portrays the loss of 4,000 babies
are aborted each day in the U.S.
We also participated in the
Spiritual Adoption Program,
which allows parishioners to
“adopt” a baby that is in danger of
abortion by saying a simple daily
prayer. To celebrate the birth of
our spiritually adopted babies,
we threw a parish baby shower.
The gifts were donated to
Woman'’s Choice Services and
other crisis pregnancy
organizations.

Our parish has been active in
promoting and participating in 40
Days for Life. The campaign takes
place during the spring and fall.
This peaceful, prayerful

demonstration saved the lives of
500 babies nationwide during the
Spring of 2011. Those that are
normally not comfortable praying
in front of clinics have found the
vigil to be a spiritually rewarding
way of supporting life.

For the past three years, a
group representing St. Joan of Arc
has participated in the March for
Life in Washington DC. It is
estimated that during the 2011

One of the precious babies saved through the prayers
and efforts of St. Joan of Arc “angels” as part of
their Project Gabriel program.

March, over 500,000 people of all
ages came to show their
conviction for life. In the future,
we hope to inspire more young
people from our parish to join the
March.

In recognition of Respect Life
Sunday, about seventy St. Joan of
Arc parishioners form the Life
Chain along Ogden Avenue in a
prayerful display reminding
passersby that abortion is wrong
and adoption is a loving
alternative.

In order to provide education
on pro-life issues, we have hosted
guest speakers such as Dr. Robert
Lawler and Fr. Thomas Milota,
who have presented insight into

the church’s teachings on the use
of birth control, end of life issues,
stem cell research, and other
related topics. Another tool for
education has been to show
prominent pro-life movies, such
as Bella and Blood Money.

As a way of putting our pro-
life beliefs into action, and
desiring to help women in crisis
pregnancy situations, St. Joan of
Arc launched the Project Gabriel
Ministry in the Fall of 2008. Since
then, we have been “angels” to
eleven women and have had the
pleasure of sharing in their joy as
they welcomed their babies into
the world. To support Project
Gabriel, the Baby Bottles for Life
Campaign is held annually, with
proceeds benefiting Woman's
Choice Services. Pictured in this
article is one of our Project
Gabriel mothers with her
daughter.

The St. Joan pro-life group
also created a website in order to
keep our parish and community
updated on current pro-life
issues and activities. Our website
is also linked to our Facebook
page and Twitter feed which
shares news and upcoming
events with followers.

Our ministry continues to
witness to the sanctity of life at
all stages. We would appreciate
your prayers and invite you to
visit us at www.prolifesja.com.

You are invited to submit a pro-life
profile of your parish to
prolife@dioceseofjoliet.org
and it will be considered for
inclusion in a future newsletter

Life in Focus
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By Richard W. Pugliese, D.D.S.

Saints for Life: St. Simon, Infant and Martyr

The unborn have an infant patron for their precious little lives. St. Simon, born in 1470, became an infant martyr in the year 1472, in the
northern Italian town of Trent. Trent was to become famous as the site of one of the Church’s most important gatherings, the Council of
Trent (1545-1563).

Some Jewish leaders in the city of Trent, met in their synagogue to plan for the coming feast of the Passover. Because of the intense
hatred of these individuals for all things Christian, these people resolved to sacrifice a Christian infant on Good Friday, the day after their
Passover.

While Simon’s parents were at the Wednesday of Holy Week celebration of Tenebrae, a Jewish physician, Tobias, lured him from his home
with supposed acts of kindness and by showing him some gold money. Simon was taken to the synagogue on Holy Thursday night, and in
a chamber adjacent to the synagogue, his torture began. As Good Friday arrived at midnight, Simon was stretched out in the form of a
cross, and the involved Jews, began stabbing and piercing his tiny body. His blood was collected in a basin, and his entire body was
repeatedly stabbed in imitation of the torture and passion of Christ.

His persecutors exclaimed as the boy expired, that “they treated him as their ancestors had treated Jesus, the God of the Christians, as a
warning and threat to the Christians in their area.” They hid his body in several places and finally threw it in a nearby river.

Simon’s desecrated body was eventually found and ultimately, his murderers were captured. They were tried and executed for their
crime, and the synagogue where they brutalized Simon was demolished and replaced with a chapel dedicated to him.

Simon’s relics lie in an honored tomb in St. Peter’s Church at Trent. Many miracles have been attributed to this infant martyr and he
certainly should be an inspiration for those who pray outside of our own places of infant torture, the abortuaries of the anti-life culture of
death. His feast day is celebrated on March 24.

Perhaps with enough prayer and effort to change people’s hearts, those abortion centers may also be closed, removed from our society,
and replaced with centers of life and goodness.

St. Simon, interceded and pray for us.

Reflection: Learn from the infant martyrs that however weak you are, you can still be called upon to suffer for Christ.

Continued from Page 1

If you are a parish pro-life coordinator or his/her
representative, David Spesia, the Director of the
Life Office, would like to introduce himself to you
at his break out session entitled “Parish Pro-Life
Strategies”. Dave will review the USCCB’s
Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities, will discuss
plans for regional cluster meetings for parish
pro-life coordinators, and will distribute the 2011-
2012 Respect Life packets.

Dr. Coleen Kelly Mast, educational consultant,
author of two chastity series; Love & Life and Sex
Respect, and member of the Bishops’ Advisory
Board, will lead a break out session entitled
“Chastity Education: What are the Church
Teachings?” What is affective, defective or
effective? What is ‘age appropriate’ information?
What is the role of the pastor, the teacher, and the
parent? Why does the Catholic Church have such

great respect for human sexuality? Start planning now to join us on August 20th!

Prayer Breakfast registration deadline is August 1st. Print a copy of the registration form at www.dioceseofjoliet.org/life/
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Joliet Diocesan

Life Office
EVENTS

—> August 20th—Prayer Breakfast and
Conference — Cost is $15, Register by
August 1st

—> Sept. 11-13th—Rachel’s Vineyard
Retreat

—> October 2nd—Respect Life Sunday
and Life Chains

For more information on these and other events
please visit http://www.dlioceseofjoliet org/life/

If you or someone
you know is suffering with
emotional and/or spiritual pain following
an abortion, please contact one of the
following organizations:

Rachel's Vineyard/RETURN Ministries
1-866-99-4-GIVE

A Time to Heal
1-866-846-3277

If you or someone you know is considering
an abortion, please contact one of the
following organizations:

Birthright of Joliet (815) 725-3411
Birthright of Kankakee (815) 937-5881
Project Gabriel (888) 446-7341
Waterleaf Women’s Center (630) 701-6270
Woman's Choice Services (630) 261-9221

Websites:

.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

National Catholic Bioethics Center

Joliet Diocesan Life Office

If you are in need of a consultation
regarding a bio-medical issue:

National Catholic Bioethics Center
24-Hour Hotline: (215) 877-2660
http://www.ncbcenter.or

Continued from Page 3

Bioethicist Paul Ramsey put it well in suggesting that any man
of serious conscience, when discussing ethics, will have to
conclude that, “there may be some things that men should
never do. The good things that men do can be made
complete only by the things they refuse to do."

Refusing to destroy human embryos as a scientist does not
mmply any opposition to science itself, but only to unethical
science, which, like wunethical investment practices or
unethical medicine, i1s invariably harmful to society. Good
science 1s necessarily ethical science; it cannot ever be
reduced merely to “efficient” science, that which might work
or “solve my problems” at the expense of others. In arguing
for ethical science, those of us working to safeguard human
life would do well to examine our premises carefully, so as to
avold weak or questionable assumptions that could
undermine the thrust of our arguments.

Making Sense out of Bioethics, December 2009

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the
diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.nchcenter.org

Picture on Page 3 courtesy of LifeSite News

July 26
St. Joachim and St. Anne

St. Anne and St. Joachim are the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Joachim
married Anne at Nazareth when he was still a young man. After some years
they were ridiculed for remaining childless and legend has it that even Temple
priests refused Joachim’s offering of a lamb. Joachim withdrew to the desert
and fasted for forty days to ask God for the gift of a child, while Anne wept
beneath a laurel tree, fearing that she not only was childless, but had now lost
her husband. If was then that an angel appeared to Anne and told her that God
would answer her prayers and give to her and Joachim a child who would be
praised throughout the world. Thus was the Virgin Mary conceived immaculately
through the love and faithfulness of Joachim and Anne. Anne took tender care
of little Mary for a few years. Then she gave her to the service of God, as she
had promised she would.

Reflection: Let us pray today for grandparents

WDEAS FOR 0UR PARISH

July 26th (or the weekend before or after) would be a great time to bless
families. The Book of Blessings provides the rites and prayers.

Publish the information above in your parish bulletin, and add a prayer. A
sample can be found here.

Life in Focus
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET!

A cold blustery day didn’t stop these dedicated pro-lifers from praying at
ACU Clinic in Hinsdale during the spring 2011 40 Days for Life campaign

There have now been eight coordimated 40 Days
for Life campaigns since 2007, mobilizing people of
faith and conscience n 337 cities across all 50 of the
United States plus communities in Canada, Australia,
England, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Spain, Denmark,
Georgla, Armenia and Belize.

We wish to thank the countless people n the
Diocese of Joliet who organized and/or prayed at ACU
Clinic in Hinsdale, Planned Parenthood in Aurora,
Advantage in Wood Dale and Aanchor in Glen Ellyn

during the Spring 2011 campaign.

The next international 40 Days for Life Campaign
will take place September 28—November 6, 2011.
Take a leap of faith and plan to organize a vigil in the
Joliet Diocese! Learn how at www.40DaysforLife.com.

Please let the Life Office know the details and we’ll
advertise your vigil.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
CREDITED WITH
TURNAROUND

Svlvia Keppel
Saturday, December 4

On Saturday morning I was standing with the
large 8 week old preborn baby sign near Planned
Parenthood’s driveway entrance while a counselor
was counseling. A young Hispanic couple turned into
the driveway. The counselor pointed out that there
was a Rosary hanging from the rear view mirror. As
the couple headed toward the door, the counselor
offered help. It being December, with the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe coming up (a very important
feast for Catholics of Mexican descent especially), I
called to the couple, “Our Lady of Guadalupe says,
‘No, don’t do this’. I saw a Rosary hanging in your
car. The Virgin Mary says, ‘Don’t do this. Please
don’t kill your baby’.”

They went inside. Maybe ten minutes later, they
came out of the building, got in their car, and left.
The counselor and lady praying said there was a look
of relief on their faces, and the young woman in the
car gave them a little smile. There was much
rejoicing. Praise God! Thank you, Our Lady of
Guadalupe!

The sidewalk counselor was not Catholic, so I
explained to her the significance of Our lady of
Guadalupe, that the miraculous 1mage that was given
to the peasant Juan Diego and brought about the
conversion of millions of Mexicans to Christianity was
that of a woman (Mary) pregnant with child, whose
Son would be more powerful than their sun god,
whom the woman 1s blocking out. How appropriate
an 1mage to bring to PP during the month of
December. Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us!

Re-printed with permission. Article appeared i the
February 2011 edition of Sidewalk News, a publication of
Fox Valley Families Against Planned Parenthood for
sidewalk counselors and prayer partners.

Planned Parenthood is located at 3051 E. New York St., in
Aurora. To view the Life Support calendar and sign up to
pray for an hour during PP’s business hours, please visit
hitp/www.fvtapp.org/life.php
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Pro-Life Youth

ake A Stand for Life

God has a plan for each and every one of us. He may want us to become
doctors, teachers, parents, presidents, or any other numerable careers. As we have
a path for life sent for us, so does each baby conceived. With millions of babies
dying each year, what are we missing
before, but do we really understand the depth to what they mean?

Each person you meet touches your life in some way. A tiny act of kindness
can affect the rest of your life.

My biological grandmother became pregnant as a teenager. She decided to
choose life, and my mother was born. My mother was adopted, and grew up

healthy and thriving. Because of my ©b
I have any children, they will have the chance to live because of my biological
grandmother. Millions don’t even begi

to abortion. If my mother had been aborted, she would have become a number;
but I would not even receive a number. I think of all the people that I have
touched by simply being myself, and I think of the people who have touched
mine. When multiplied by the millions of aborted children, many acts of kindness

go undone.
I thank my biological grandmother every day for giving me the opportunity to
merely |ive. Those of wus who have | if

I pray for strength. As a child given life, and a member of the Teen Advisory
Board for the Waterl eaf Women’s Cente
unborn children. As a member of the Teen Advisory Board, I help to publicize
Waterleaf and volunteer for fundraising events for the center. These events
include the Teen Advisory Board Car V
Day of Pampering, in which we provide free babysitting and gave the moms who
went through Waterleaf a day off. Wh
Center, I realized that this was a place where children are saved. Waterleaf has
saved about 30 babies since its opening. This, in itself, is a beautiful thing. But
what was most beautiful about the Center was the people. I was given the
opportunity to babysit children for t
pampering. Looking into the eyes of a child who was given life, I can see the
future that the child could become. And then I realize that if the mother had
chosen abortion, I would not have the pleasure of meeting this young person. I
reali ze the reason | volunteered for
for mothers to make good decisions.

You have the ability to fight for life. Abortion is never a good option. When a
life that God has created a plan for is in jeopardy, you have the power to save a
|l ife. Some good first steps are to ta
realize that he gave you a purpose, or to appreciate the ones you love, because
without them, you would not be the wonderful person you are today. I invite you
to become a member of the Waterleaf Team, and become a lifesaver to many
unborn children.
Sarah Halweg
President, Waterleaf Teen Advisory Board
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CONGRATULATIONS

Coleen Kelly Mast Named to
National Review Board

Coleen Kelly Mast, a member of the
Joliet Diocese Bishop’s Advisory Board,
was recently named to the National
Review Board of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops for a four
year term, beginning in June. Archbishop
Timothy Dolan of New York made the
appointment.

Coleen is the owner/manager of an
International business, Respect
Incorporated, that offers programs,
materials and training seminars in
chastity and character education for teens,
parents and teachers. She is also the host
of a twice weekly radio program giving
advice on life’s problems from a Catholic
perspective.

Theology of the Body for Teens:

Middle School Edition

By Brian Butler, Jason Evert & Aimee and Colin
MacIverii Ascension Press

Specifically designed for 6th through 8th grades, this
program uses a mix of stories, real life examples,
activities, prayers and references to the culture that
are relevant to lives of middle school students.

The Life Office Resource Center has a copy of
this starter pack for your review. The pack includes a
3 DVD set, leader’s guide, student workbook and
parent’s guide.

Please call us at 815-834-4065 if you would like to
review this material.
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Help support the Diocese of Joliet Life Office

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
And before you were bom | consecraled you.”
Jeremiah 1:5
Please accept my donation as a:

[l $100 Supporter of Life

[l %250 Partron Saint of Life

[l $500 Guardian Angel of Life

[ Please accept my donation of $

| would like my donation to go to the following:
] Life Office General Fund
| March for Life
1 Rachel's Vineyard Refreats

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: [ ) E-mail:

[ Please add me to the Life Office mailing list
11 I would like to volunteer to help the Life Office

Please make your check payable to: Diocese of Joliet Life Office

Please mail your donation to:
Diocese of Joliet Life Office
101 W_ Airport Rd.
Romeoville, IL 60446



