Evangelization
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The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.  When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.  Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”  (Matthew, 28:16-20)

From Church Documents:

“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity.  She exists in order to evangelize…”  (Evangelii nuntiandi – On Evangelization in the Modern World, 14)

“The Church’s evangelizing activity consists of several essential elements: proclaiming Christ, preaching Christ, bearing witness to Christ, teaching Christ, and celebrating Christ’s sacraments.” (Evangelii nuntiandi – On Evangelization in the Modern World, 17)

 “The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ…” (Catechesii tradendae, On Catechesis in our Time, 5)

“We, your brothers and your bishops in the faith, propose three goals as part of this plan and strategy for Catholic evangelization in the United States.  …None of these goals is presented by itself; taken together, they challenge us to the full scope of Catholic evangelization.


Goal I:   To bring about in all Catholics such an enthusiasm for their faith that, in 



  living their faith in Jesus, they freely share it with others.

Goal II:  To invite all people in the United States, whatever their social or cultural

background, to hear the message of salvation in Jesus Christ so they may    come to join us in the fullness of the Catholic faith.


Goal III:  To foster gospel values in our society, promoting the dignity of the human

person, the importance of the family, and the common good of our society, so that our nation may continue to be transformed by the saving

power of Jesus Christ.  (Go and Make Disciples, 45-6, 53, 56)
“Evangelization…must develop its “totality” and completely incorporate its intrinsic bipolarity: witness and proclamation, word and sacrament, interior change and social transformation.  Those who evangelize have a “global vision” of evangelization and identify with the overall mission of the Church.”  (General Directory for Catechesis, 46)

 “Jesus Christ is the energizing center of evangelization and the heart of catechesis. Christ, the first evangelizer, is himself the Good News who proclaims the Kingdom of God and accomplishes the salvation of all by his redemptive suffering, death and Resurrection. Catechesis unfolds the fullness of God’s eternal plan entirely in the person of Jesus Christ. He is ‘the way, the truth and the life,’ Jesus Christ is at once the message, the messenger, the purpose of the message and the consummation of the message…. The work of evangelization and catechesis is always ‘through [Christ] …in one Spirit to the Father.”  (Eph.2:18) (National Directory for Catechesis, p. 4)

“The new evangelization is directed to the Church herself: to the baptized who were never effectively evangelized before, to those who have never made a personal commitment to Christ and the Gospel, to those formed by the values of the secularized culture, to those who have lost a sense of faith and to those who are alienated…. The new evangelization is aimed at personal transformation through the development of a personal relationship with God, participation in sacramental worship, the development of a mature ethical and social conscience, ongoing catechesis, and a deepening integration of faith into all areas of life.  (NDC p. 47)

Strategies for Evangelization
See handout “Elements in Building a Renewed and Evangelizing Parish” (found at same website as this document).

Resources for Evangelization

The Evangelizing Catholic: A Practical Handbook for Reaching Out, Rev. Frank DiSiano, CSP, Paulist Press, Inc., 1998.

Evangelizing God’s People in a Culture of Diversity (DVD), North American Institute for Catholic Evangelization, USCCB Publishing, 2007

The Hispanic Presence in the New Evangelization in the United States. Committee on Hispanic Affairs.USCCB Publishing, 1996. Publication #460-0 (Bilingual edition) 

Lay Ministers, Lay Disciples: Evangelizing Power in the Parish, Susan Blum Gerding, Frank DiSiano, CSP, Paulist Press, 1999.

Ministry Through the Lens of Evangelization, Secretariat for Evangelization, USCCB Publishing, 2004

My Parish, My Spirituality, My Ministry: From Membership to Discipleship, Paul Wilkes, Pastoral Summit Publication, 2003.

New Beginnings: A New Way of Living As Catholics (curriculum Kit for parish evangelization formation in 3 one-hour sessions) Paul Wilkes, Pastoral Summit Publication, 2003. 

New Movers Mailing List , Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association
This program allows parishes to submit a list of zip codes that cover their parish boundaries. Names and addresses of new homeowners are emailed to the parish the first week of each month. www.pncea.org  

On the Coming of the Third Millennium (Tertio Millennio Adveniente), John Paul II, (on the New Evangelization) http://www.usccb.org/pope/letters/111094.htm
On Evangelization in the Modern World (Evangelii Nuntiandi). Pope Paul VI 1975.

Reclaim the Fire: A Parish Guide to Evangelization,  Rev. Martin W. Pable, OFM Cap., Ave Maria Press, 2002.

A Time to Listen…A Time to Heal: A Resource Directory for Reaching Out to Inactive Catholics, USCCB Publishing, 1999.

INTERNET

www.goingforth.org  Archdiocese of Chicago Office for Evangelization

www.pncea.org  Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association

www.usccb.org/evangelization United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Secretariat for Evangelization

Adult Faith Formation


From Church Documents:

“The catechesis of adults…is the principal form of catechesis because it is addressed to persons who have the greatest responsibilities and the capacity to live the Christian message in its fully developed form”. (Catechesi Tradendae, On Catechesis in Our Time, 43)

“Effective adult catechesis relates the content of the faith to life experience. It enables the Christian to read the signs of the times in light of the Gospel.” (National Directory for Catechesis, p. 191)

Adult faith formation, by which people consciously grow in the life of Christ through experience, reflection, prayer, and study, must be "the central task in [this] catechetical enterprise," becoming "the axis around which revolves the catechesis of childhood and adolescence as well as that of old age." This can be done specifically through developing in adults a better understanding of and participation in the full sacramental life of the Church. (Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us: A Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States, 5)

We are well aware that placing ongoing adult faith formation at the forefront of our catechetical planning and activity will mean real change in emphasis and priorities. In refocusing our catechetical priorities, we will all need to discover new ways of thinking and acting that will vigorously renew the faith and strengthen the missionary dynamism of the Church. (Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us, 14)

Adult faith formation also benefits children and youth. An adult community whose faith is well-formed and lively will more effectively pass that faith on to the next generation. Moreover, the witness of adults actively continuing their own formation shows children and youth that growth in faith is lifelong and does not end upon reaching adulthood. (Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us, 40)

Strategies for Adult Faith Formation

· Catechist Formation: Encourage all catechists of adults (RCIA, marriage and baptism preparation, etc.) to engage in catechist formation, especially basic training on effective methodology for teaching adults (Echoes of Faith Plus Adult Faith Formation Methodology Module or its equivalent.)

· Work and Spirituality (workshop, series, small group): Since many adults (of all ages) are at work so much these days, doing workshops and programs on the intersection of faith and work might be a great way to offer a program with an evangelizing component (i.e. more inactive adults might find the topic a refreshing need) 
· RENEW International (www.renewintl.org):  Small Christian communities are still an effective way to form and connect adults. RENEW has resources and  ideas for this, as well as campus outreach (for college students), Theology-on-Tap (for young adults), and Catholic identity resources (for all adults).
· Intergenerational Learning: A growing trend in children’s and youth catechesis invites the participation of their parents in the learning experience. Provide opportunities not just for them to accompany their children, but to engage in adult learning. (See the Intergenerational Resources list)
· Middle Adult Ministries: with a growing need for programming for single (and single again) adults over forty, parishes/clusters can consider working together to develop intentional programs for people in this age range (40s and 50s?) as something Young Adult Ministry can lead singles towards.
· Marriage Enrichment: similarly with married folks, there is a growing need for programming for married adults in their middle age years as well; parish/clusters can consider working together to develop intentional marriage enrichment programs (seminars, small groups, speaker series, retreats, etc.) for this demographic.

· Older Adult Ministries: There is a growing trend toward moving beyond just social outings and luncheons for adults, but to include opportunities for spiritual growth and faith sharing.
Resources for Adult Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation Strategies, Thomas Zanzig & Shirley Kelter, (binder & CD-rom) Metanoia Resources, 2006. 

Discovering Your Gifts, Vision and Call, Jacqueline McMakin and Rhonda Nary, Harper Collins, 1993.
Echoes of Faith Plus: Adult Faith Formation Module National Conference for Catechetical Leadership, RCL/Benziger, 2007

Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us: A Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, USCCB Publishing, 1999

Spirituality@Work: 10 Ways to Balance Your Life On-the-Job, Gregory F. A. Pierce, Loyola Press, 2000

 

Toward An Adult Church: A Vision of Faith Formation, Regan, Jane E, Loyola Press, 2002

What Makes Us Catholic? Thomas H. Groome, Harper San Francisco, 2002

(Also available as a 9-DVD set of talks – RCL/Benziger, 2005

United States Catholic Catechism for Adults United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, USCCB Publishing, 2006

INTERNET

www.americancatholic.org - St. Anthony Messenger – Saint of the Day, daily Catholic question, minute meditation, seasonal resource pages, etc. 

www.catholicfaithinventory.org Catholic Faith Inventory online (PNCEA)

www.catholicfaithsharing.com  Liturgical Publications – adult faith sharing resources

www.catholicsread.org Catholic Book Publishers Association National Reading Program

www.cnaff.org Catholic Network for Adult Faith Formation

www.ecatholicism.org Internet resources for lay people - Faith Formation, Family Ministry, Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Justice/Peace and Prayer & Reflection.
www.renewintl.org  Renew International – faith sharing resources for adults

www.usccb.org - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops web site – information, documents, current statements, resources, etc., from the Catholic Bishops.

http://vlc.udayton.edu University of Dayton Virtual Community for Faith Formation – online courses for Catholic faith formation. Available to residents of the Diocese of Joliet for $40 per course.

Young Adult Ministry


From Church Documents:

 “(Young adults) need a non-threatening place where they can freely express their questions, doubts, and even disagreements with the Church and where the teachings of the Church can be clearly articulated and related to their experience.”  (NDC, p. 196)

“The distance some young adults feel from the Church can often be bridged by an adaptation of and approach to the language (mentality, sensitivity, tastes, style, and vocabulary) employed in catechesis for them… If young adults have been away form the Church, the Gospel message should be specifically addressed to them in imaginative ways that encourage their return.”  (NDC, p. 197)

“There are many opportunities to touch the lives of young adults, and these should be seen as moments for evangelizing outreach.  Some these may require a change in the way we approach evangelization so our outreach is more dynamic, taking the Church into the community where young adults gather rather than waiting for these men and women to come to us.”  (Sons & Daughters, p. 34)

“Consistently, young adults speak of the live-giving power of good and prayerful liturgy and the pain and emptiness associated with poor liturgical experiences.  They tell us that key ingredients to good liturgy are a welcoming community, celebrating in one’s language, good music, and engaging homilies.”  (Sons & Daughters, p. 35)

Strategies For Young Adult Ministry

· Multi-Parish Young Adult Outreach: Invest people and capital into the local regional, multi-parish networks of young adult ministry beginning around the Diocese of Joliet this and next year.

· Moments of Return: Capitalize on “moments of return” in the parish – consider some kind of evangelization initiative around Ash Wednesday (the most popular day of the liturgical year that young adults come back to church), as well as Christmas, Easter, and weddings, baptisms, and funerals.  

· Host Events Outside the Church: Consider hosting outside-of-church experiences, with a target marketing effort to younger adults (i.e. mass on the beach in the summer; young adult mission speakers in restaurants; evening prayer by candlelight in community center; lawn concert in with Christian artists; film-and-discussion night at local movie theatre, etc.). 

· College Ministry: Develop college ministry experiences such as sending college care packages during final exams; winter, spring, and summer break social and spiritual/service programming and events; perhaps a “How to Survive College” workshop or panel discussion for graduating high school seniors; a college send-off liturgy; a college graduation mass for college seniors who just graduated and are entering the working world; etc.

· Parish Council Representatives: Invite at least two young adults (age 19 to 39) to sit on the parish pastoral council; make this seat a permanent fixture on the council to ensure that younger voices are being heard in parish leadership.  

· Virtual & Pop Culture Media:  Use the language of young adults (media and popular culture) to develop programming that would appeal to their interests; host a program on finding God in recent movies, television, or music; use downloads or podcasts on parish website to “broadcast” homilies, parish missions, guest speakers, Scripture studies, workshops, etc.; have a parish blog for interactive relationships with younger audiences; etc.

Resources for Young Adult Ministry

Sons and Daughters of the Light: A Pastoral Plan for Ministry with Young Adults

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, USCCB Publishing, 1997

Googling God: The Religious Landscape of People in their 20s and 30s

Mike Hayes, Paulist Press, 2007

The Basic Guide to Young Adult Ministry

Fr. John Cusick & Katherine DeVries, Orbis Press, 2001

Losing Your Religion, Finding Your Faith: Spirituality for Young Adults

Fr. Brett C. Hoover, Paulist Press, 1998

God Moments: Why Faith Really Matters to a New Generation

Jeremy Langford, Orbis Press, 2001

Virtual Faith: The Irreverent Spiritual Quest of Generation X

Tom Beadoin, Jossey-Bass, 1998

Young Adult Catholics: Religion in the Culture of Choice

Dean R. Hoge, William D. Dinges, Mary Johnson, Juan L. Gonzales, Jr.

University of Notre Dame Press, 2001

INTERNET

www.bustedhalo.com
(Online Magazine for Spiritual Seekers in their 20s & 30s)

www.ncyama.org 

(National Catholic Young Adult Ministry Association)

www.charisministries.org
(Charis Ministries, Jesuit Outreach to Young Adults)

www.catholicinsider.com 

(Star Quest Podcast Network/SQPN – Catholic Insider Podcast/Blog/Downloads)

www.pray-as-you-go.org
(Pray As You Go – Daily Prayer downloads sponsored by the British Jesuits)

http://amywelborn.typepad.com/openbook/
(Open Book, Amy Welborn’s Blog on Catholic Identity)

www.yamchicago.org
(Archdiocese of Chicago Young Adult Ministry)

www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/
(Diocese of Joliet Young Adult Ministry)

Youth Ministry
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From Church Documents:

Goal 1: To empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today.   Ministry with adolescents helps young people learn what it means to follow Jesus Christ and to live as his disciples today, empowering them to serve others and to work toward a world built on the vision and values of the reign of God. As we wrote in A Message to Youth:          
As a baptized member of the Church, Jesus Christ calls you to follow in his footsteps and make a difference in the world today. You can make a difference! . . . In the words of the Holy Father: "Offer your youthful energies and your talents to building a civilization of Christian love . . . commit yourself to the struggle for justice, solidarity, and peace".  (John Paul II, World Youth Day, Denver, 1993)     
The challenge of discipleship—of following Jesus—is at the heart of the Church's mission. All ministry with adolescents must be directed toward presenting young people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and inviting and challenging them to become his disciples. For this reason, catechesis is an essential component of youth ministry and one that needs renewed emphasis. If we are to succeed, we must offer young people a spiritually challenging and world-shaping vision that meets their hunger for the chance to participate in a worthy adventure. In the words of the Holy Father:    
This is what is needed: a Church for young people, which will know how to speak to their heart and enkindle, comfort, and inspire enthusiasm in it with the joy of the Gospel and the strength of the Eucharist; a Church which will know how to invite and to welcome the person who seeks a purpose for which to commit his whole existence; a Church which is not afraid to require much, after having given much; which does not fear asking from young people the effort of a noble and authentic adventure, such as that of the following of the Gospel. 
(John Paul II, 1995 World Day of Prayer for Vocations)
                                                                                                                                                 Growth in discipleship is not about offering a particular program; it is the goal of all our efforts.  (Renewing The Vision, 9-11)

The ministry of evangelization shares the good news of the reign of God and invites young people to hear about the Word Made Flesh. Drawing from Jesus' example, evangelization involves the community's pronouncement and living witness that the reign of God has become realized in and through Jesus.  

The starting point for the ministry of evangelization "is our recognition of the presence of God already in young people, their experiences, their families, and their culture. . . . Through the Incarnation of God in Jesus, Christians are convinced that God is present within and through all of creation, and, in a special way, within humanity. Evangelization, therefore, enables young people to uncover and name the experience of a God already active and present in their lives. This provides an openness to the gift of the Good News of Jesus Christ".  (Challenge of Catholic Youth Evangelization 7-8)
Evangelization is the energizing core of all ministry with adolescents. All of the relationships, ministry components, and programs of comprehensive ministry with adolescents must proclaim the Good News. They must invite young people into a deeper relationship with the Lord Jesus and empower them to live as his disciples.  

(Renewing the Vision, 36)

Strategies for Youth Ministry
· Prayer  - One of the greatest things that all parishioners can do to improve your youth ministry program is by praying.  If it is possible to get names out to parishioners, that even helps more, but even a general intercession for youth ministry is so necessary for a successful program.
· Preach the Gospel -  It has been said: “preach the Gospel and if necessary use words”.  Be an example of Church.  Youth are always watching to see the parishioners actions, more than their words.  You can tell youth that they should be doing something, but if our actions don’t match your words.  It won’t mean much to them.
· Take the Time for Your Own Spirituality – Making sure that you or your youth minister take the time needed to continue to deepen your relationship with Christ.  We can only take the spirituality of the youth as deep as our own.
· Do Something you Enjoy -  If people are only helping in youth ministry because they believe that someone needs to be fixed and they don’t really enjoy being with youth and their lives, they will do more harm then good.  Youth can see if someone enjoys being part of their lives or not.
· Caring – A great motto for youth ministry is “If they don’t know that you care, they won’t care what you know.”  We need to take the time to ask questions of youth that show that we care about them.  How is their life going?  What to they think about certain issues?  Do we go to their “turf” or do we just expect them to come to Church (our turf) to be with us.
Youth Ministry Resources

Make It Real – A Practical Resource for Teen-Friendly Evangelization, Frank Mercadante, St. Mary’s Press, 2004

The Challenge of Catholic Youth Evangelization – Called To Be Witness and Storytellers,
National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry, Inc 1993

Meeting the Challenge – Resources for Catholic Youth Evangelization, Robert J. McCarty, St. Mary’s Press, 1993

Walking Together – Outreach and Evangelization Resources for Youth Ministers, Daniel Ponsetto, St. Mary’s Press, 1995

Full-Cycle Youth Evangelization – A Resource for Youth Ministers,  Patrick Brennan, Tabor Publishing, 1993

Access Guide to Evangelization,  Edited by Reynolds R. Ekstrom and John Roberto, Don Bosco Multimedia, 1989

Effective Practices for Dyamic Youth Ministry,  Thomas East w/ Ann Marie Eckert, Dennis Kurtz, & Brian Singer-Towns, St. Mary’s Press, 2004

Renewing the Vision – A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry,  USCCB, 19997

www.nfcym.org  National Organization for Catholic Youth Ministry

 Child and Family Faith Formation
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From Church Documents

“Since parents have given children their life, they are bound by the most serious obligation to educate their offspring and therefore must be recognized as the primary and principal educators.” (Gravissimum Educationis: Declaration on Christian Education, 3)

The most important task of the catechesis of children is to provide, through the witness of adults, an environment in which young people can grow in faith… [Effective catechesis] recognize[s] that children have a dignity of their own and that they are important not only for what they will do in the future, but for who they are now.”  (National Directory for Catechesis p. 205)

“The Catholic school is a center for evangelization; thus its catechetical program is essential to its distinctly Catholic identity and character. It is an active apostolate. (National Directory for Catechesis p. 231)
“Obviously a part-time, out-of-school program of religious education labors under special handicaps in attempting to achieve the… purpose of Christian education…Parents, educators and pastors must do all in their power to provide these children and young people with programs which correspond as fully as possible with the ideal of Catholic education.” (To Teach As Jesus Did, 86)

“Persons with disabilities should be integrated into ordinary catechetical programs as much as possible…They should not be segregated for specialized catechesis unless their disabilities make it impossible for them to participate in the basic catechetical program.” (National Directory for Catechesis p. 207)
Strategies for Child and Family Faith Formation

· Holistic Curriculum: Use the resources from the Diocese of Joliet Faith Formation Curriculum to help your parish form young disciples for Christ who continue their lifelong formation long after Confirmation.  Make sure catechists are helping the students develop the skills for a living faith.

· Catechist Formation: Make sure ALL parish catechists are engaged in ongoing formation, on the diocesan, local and parish level.  The National Directory says the catechist is the primary resource for catechesis, not the textbook.  Therefore, it is critically important that catechists be properly trained for and aware of their role.

· Don’t Waste Opportunities to Evangelize Parents: Form parents’ faith at meetings for child sacraments by getting them to reflect on and “own” their  personal experiences of sacraments. Encourage them to share this with their children.

· Involve Families in their children’s faith formation – use take-home items, intergenerational gatherings, family faith newsletters and more. Provide resources that encourage parents to take their proper role as primary educators of their children.

· Teach Families to Pray:  Encourage family prayer in any way possible.  Provide a prayer book of traditional prayers.  Send home seasonal family prayer services and rituals.
· Use Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers to help families learn the essential prayers that every Catholic should know by memory, practice the simple form of the Liturgy of the Hours as a family, and celebrate the feasts and seasons of the Church year in ritual and prayer. Also contains prayers and blessings for family members, times of transition and blessings for sacramentals.
· Encourage Mass Participation: Give families a reason to go to Mass and a way to connect with other families. Try this simple technique: each week a different catechist sends home a letter of invitation, meets families and has them sit together as a class, they bring up the gifts at Mass, and perhaps they have breakfast together afterwards. 

Resources for Child & Family Faith Formation

Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, USCCB Publishing, revised, 2007

Dolores Curran On Family Prayer, Dolores Curran, Twenty-Third Publications, 1997

Evangelizing Unchurched Children: A Pocketbook for Catechists, Therese M. Boucher, Resource Publications, 2000

Learning About Liturgy: Catechesis for Children and Their Families, Dorothy Kosinski Carola, Resource Publications, 2001.

Your Catholic Family: Simple Ways to Share the Faith At Home, Jim Merhaut, St. Anthony Messenger, 2006

NEWSLETTERS & MAGAZINES

At Home with Our Faith (Claretian Publications, 1-800-328-6515) Newsletter on Catholic family faith matters.

Catholic Parent Know-How (Our Sunday Visitor 1-800-348-2440) 8-page magazine style family publications.
The Family Piece (NCPD/NCEA published by RCL, 1-800-822-6701) Family newsletter or bulletin stuffer. 

Finding God: Our Response to God’s Gifts (Loyola Press 1-800-256-0589) Available in English or Spanish, designed to help parents take advantage of the ordinary opportunities in family life to share faith. 

Partners in Faith (Success Publishing and Media, 1-800-366-3114) Personalizable newsletter that can be sent to all parish families.

INTERNET

www.blestarewe.com - family and age-appropriate pages, games, stories, seasonal resources, information for catechists, some areas are specifically for families. 

www.cyberfaith.com - family faith page – resources and links – families can subscribe to an email newsletter as well. Front page has link to Spanish version. 

www.domestic-church.com - family-friendly site filled with creative ideas for living Catholic faith at home, with no doctrinal apologetics. Stories, recipes, craft ideas – links to adult study resources for parents

www.faithfirst.com - includes family activities, resources, catechist info, and age-appropriate areas for kids, with stories, games, etc. Even a place to get answers to questions about the Church or faith. 

www.harcourtreligion.com - Click on “Family” for family resource center from Harcourt Religion Publishers. Home lessons, activities and more for families.

www.liguori.org - Liguori Publications – includes “family fun” page, daily reflections, saints, clean Catholic jokes, recipes, etc. 

Resources for

Intergenerational Faith Formation

Catechesis for the Whole Community-Seasonal Celebrations through the Year of Matthew.  Maureen Gallagher, Silver Burdett Ginn Religion, 2005. 

Handbook for Success in Whole Community Catechesis.  Bill Huebsch, Twenty-third Publications, 2004.  

Here Comes Everybody!  Whole Community Catechesis in the Parish.  Leisa Anslinger, Leisa, Twenty-third Publications, 2004

Heritage of Faith-A Framework for Whole Community Catechesis. Jo McClure Rotunno,  Twenty-third Publications, 2004
Increase Our Faith – Year A:  Parish Prayer Services for Whole Community Catechesis, David Haas, Twenty-third Publications, 2004

A Pastor’s Guide to Whole Community Catechesis.  Bill Huebsch, Twenty-third Publications, 2004.   

Whole Community Catechesis:  Bringing It All Home.  Kathleen Casey, Gaynell Cronin, et al.  Harcourt Religion Publishers, 2004.  

Whole Community Catechesis in Plain English. Bill Huebsch, Twenty-third Publications, 2002.  
INTERNET

www.celebratingthelectionary.com Lectionary-based resources for scripture sharing for all ages, plans and options for intergenerational learning.

www.generationsoffaith.org A subscriber-only website containing resources for an intergenerational learning style. 
www.harcourtreligion.com/wcc.asp
"Faith at Home" section for each month and "Questions of the Week" on the Sunday Scriptures in English and Spanish for children and adults. “People of Faith" - guides, manuals and take-home magazines.

www.lifelongfaith.com resources and consultation for intergenerational faith formation from John Roberto, founder of Generations of Faith.

www.wholecommunitycatechesis.com
Information about intergenerational faith formation. Provides "Questions of the Week" based on the Sunday Scriptures for children and adults.

www.webelieveweb.com
“Gather in My Name” intergenerational Seasonal Events with leader's guides, handouts, promotional ideas, organizational materials. "Question of the week" activities, prayers, also available in Spanish.

Resources for Pastoral Planning

for an Evangelizing Parish

American Catholics Today: New Realities of Their Faith and Their Church, William V. D’Antonio, James D. Davidson, Dean R. Hoge, Mary L. Gautier, Rowman & Littlefield, 2007

Creating a Catechetical Plan: A How-to-Do-It Resource, Rev. Robert D. Duggan, STD, National Catholic Educational Association, 2006.

Disciples In Mission (Parish Program Kit) Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association, 2004. www.pncea.org 

Dreams and Visions: Pastoral Planning for Lifelong Faith Formation, Bill Huebsch, Twenty-Third Publications, 2007.

ENVISION: Planning Our Parish Future, Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association, www.pncea.org 

From Maintenance to Mission: Evangelization and the Revitalization of the Parish Rev. Robert S. Rivers, CSP, Paulist Press, 2005.

The Mission Driven Parish, Rev. Patrick J. Brennan, Orbis Press, 2007.

Planning Worksheets for Goals I, II, and II of Go and Make Disciples: a National Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States. Sr. Susan Wolf, SND, Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association, 1993.  www.pncea.org 







For Reflection








Big Picture:  What do adults hunger for in our society today?














Particular Focus:  Does your parish have a “culture” of lifelong adult formation?  What are some ways to instill this mindset?











For Reflection





Big Picture: Picture someone, anyone, that you know that doesn’t attend church anymore.  Perhaps a family member, a son or daughter, colleague, neighbor, or an old friend.  Do you know why they don’t come regularly?  Do they come at Christmas or Ash Wednesday?  Why?  What do you think might bring them more often?





Particular Focus:


How many young adults are on your parish council?  How many young adults are on your parish staff?  How many young adults are leading ministries and programs at your parish?  How many young adults are active in liturgy on Sundays?  














For Reflection








Big Picture: Are we so busy, that we don't have the time for things that you really want to be involved in?














Particular Focus:  Is youth ministry in your parish woven within your whole parish community or is there a lack of sufficient integration?








For Reflection








Big Picture: How well does your parish foster lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ?  In what ways does the entire community take responsibility for this? 














Particular Focus:  What are some ways your parish’s child/family ministry can engage and re-evangelize parents?











For Reflection








Big Picture: What is our culture's understanding of truth today...and how does this differ from 50 years ago?








Particular Focus: In pursuit of an evangelizing renewal, should a parish build from within and re-evangelize its core...or focus on reaching out to those not currently in the parish?











