CAMP R.O.C.K[image: image1.jpg]


.
(Reaching Out to Catholic Kids)

Mark Herwaldt

13 years ago a group of junior high coordinators were getting together weekly to pray and discuss their strategies for early teen ministry. They surfaced many challenges including how they were struggling to effectively evangelize and catechize middle school teens. In addition, they found that many Catholic middle school teens attended Protestant summer camps. Thus, Camp R.O.C.K. was born out of the need for Directors of Religious Education to find new ways to reach early adolescents. 
CAMP R.O.C.K. is a combination of a great summer camp and an impactful retreat for those teens currently in middle school (6th through 8th grade). It is held at Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center (Newark, IL) (www.dvcrc.com).  In the summer of 2009, the camp will be held June 11 – 14. The theme for this year’s camp is “IGOD – Stay Connected”. The fee for CAMP R.O.C.K. is $300 per person including a $75 non-refundable deposit. 
WHAT GOES ON AT CAMP R.O.C.K.? 

Faith Formation
Our themes will emphasize our call to be disciples of Jesus and to reach-out in love to the world. There are two large group sessions each day which includes a catechetical presentation as well as a teen witness. There is time for small discussion on each talk. There will be time of prayer, Bible study, and singing with a live band. During the week, they will participate in two Masses and have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition, high school teens serve as camp counselors. The high school counselors are trained to give each talk, present four dramas, and lead small group discussion.  In the end, the campers are challenged to go home and live out their Catholic faith by getting involved in their parish community.
Great Recreation
Swimming, Canoeing, Bonfire, Archery, Rock Climbing, Team Sports, Crafts, Basketball, Sand Volleyball, Wacky Olympics, Ski Carousel, No Talent Talent Show, Night Slide Disco, Pizza Social, and more!
Contact Information

Mark Herwaldt Early Teen Consultant: 630-779-2564 - ccym@sbcglobal.net

Paul Mach Directory of Youth Ministry: 815-834-4044 – pmach@dioceseofjoliet .org
Nancy Ferencik Adminstrative Assistant: 815-834-4048 – nferencil@dioceseofjoliet.org






