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CATECHIST GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETING STUDENT EVALUATIONS 

The purpose of the student evaluation form is to offer each family some feedback as to what is being observed in group gatherings.  It is a chance for communication with families – you as a catechist might not have many opportunities to offer your observations on what is going on with your group to families.  There are many areas where family formation and religious education formation overlap.  Prayer participation, basic knowledgment of religious truths, etc, are all things shared with parish and family.  This evaluation allows you as a catechist to let families know about what is happening in the area of the parish program, and how the child is responding to those experiences.

The purpose of this evaluation is not to serve as a release for frustration with a child.  If there are major problems, these should be handled between the program administrator, yourself, and the family through more personal means.  This evaluation is also not grading “faith” – you are not determining whether the child is religious or not.  You are observing behavior and responses to what is being offered in sessions with the other children.  The program is not capable of handling issues of learning disabilities, etc.  Thus the evaluation does not offer suggestions as to why certain things are happening with the child.  (An example of an unwarranted comment would be: “If you would just pray more at home, your child would be better off.”)

This is not a graded evaluation.  There is not criterion available with which to offer sound judgments in these matters.  Grading also suggests that religious experiences can be qualified or “graded” by a catechist based on observations on a weekly, every other week, or monthly basis.

In examining participation, offer the benefit of the doubt to the child.  A child who might not know anyone in the room will often be shy.  This does not note a lack of interest.  A child with a learning disability might be reluctant to read or answer questions because of feelings of inadequacy.  Putting any statements in a positive manner can focus such participation in a Christian light.  (“When your child participates, she seems interested in the material.  What she offers in written or art projects is always fine.”)

If there are any situations that are negative, these should be explained.  “Doesn’t respond well” is not helpful, nor does it explain the situation.  “John will occasionally talk out of turn; when he is reminded to raise his hand, he is fine” is particular in the inappropriate behavior, and it shows that a solution can be reached.

If there are any grade level expectations that need to be met by the time of the evaluation (memorization of a prayer, saint biography, etc.) mention this.  If a child has met the expectations, this should be noted.  If a child needs to work on this, offer this, and also a copy of what is expected.  (Parents might have lost an original sheet sent out at the beginning of the year!)  Exceptional mastery of content should be mentioned as often as that requiring growth.  In this way, the parish can work more closely with the families in developing religious literacy.

If you have any questions on how to word a response, discuss it with the parish administrator.  If there are any areas in which you have a major concern, mention these also.  If a family were to make a phone call regarding an evaluation, they will often discuss it with the administrator first, so foreknowledge can be helpful.

If a parent contacts you about an evaluation, let the administrator or grade level coordinator know about this.  In this way they can keep track of any communication that is not written.
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STUDENT EVALUATION FORM (A)

DATE ____________________

NAME OF CHILD __________________________________________________

NAME OF CATECHIST __________________________________________________

NUMBER OF TIMES ABSENT ____________________

The Religious Education Program is part of a child’s religious formation.  This program builds upon the religious environment found in families, and in participation within the parish community, particularly the Sunday Mass.

The following are the observations of your child’s catechist.  These observations are not meant to be an evaluation of your child’s faith, that is not possible for anyone.  It is not meant as a judgment of your child.  It is based on observable behavior exhibited in gatherings with the catechist.

COOPERATION






UNDERSTAND CONTENT OF LESSON

_____ Usually cooperates





_____ Usually understands most of the lesson

_____ Sometimes cooperates




_____ Does not exhibit signs of understanding

_____ Behavior difficulties (see comments)




GROUP PARTICIPATION




COMPLETION OF CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

_____ Usually takes part in class activities



_____ All activities are completed

_____ Most activities are completed



_____ Most activities are completed

_____ Seldom takes part in class activities



_____ Very few activities are completed

_____ Rarely takes part in group activities



_____ None of the activities are completed

COMMENTS OF THE CATECHIST  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________











Catechist’s signature

Parent(s): Your comments are readily welcomed with regard to this evaluation or any aspect of the program.

COMMENTS OF PARENT(S) (Please use the back of this sheet if necessary):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________










Parent’s signature

Please return this form either by mail or with your child.
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STUDENT EVALUATON FORM (B)

DATE ______________________________

NAME OF CHILD __________________________________________________

NAME OF CATECHIST __________________________________________________

The Religious Education Program is part of a child’s religious formation.  This program builds upon the religious environment found in families, and in participation with the parish community, particularly the Sunday Mass.

The following are the observations of your child’s catechist.  These observations are not meant to be an evaluation of your child’s faith – that is not possible for anyone.  It is not meant as a judgment of your child.

OBSERVATIONS REGARDING STUDENTS GROUP PARTICIPATION:

OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE STUDENTS EXHIBITED COMPREHENSION OF THE LESSONS AND COMPLETION OF CLASS ACTIVITIES:

OTHER COMMENTS:

_______________________________________________







Catechist’s signature

Parent(s):  Your comments are readily welcomed with regard to this evaluation or any aspect of the program.

COMMENTS OF PARENT(S) (please use the back of this sheet if necessary:

______________________________________________







Parent’s signature

Please return this form either by mail or with your child.

