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"But who is a Christian? I answer, everyone that believes in one's heart that Jesus of

Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of God; repents of one's sins, and obeys Him in all things according to one's measure of knowledge of His will"

-Alexander Campbell 
First Christian Church: Disciples of Christ

"When Christians pray together, the goal of Christian unity seems closer. Christ is one; He is our unity."

-Pope John Paul II
 From Ut Unum Sint: On Commitment to Ecumenism

"The search for ways to make visible our unity with other Christians must alwavs be on 
our agenda!"


Rev. James Oliver Gilliom
United Church of Christ
WHAT IS AN ECUMENICAL FAITH SHARING COMMUNITY?

Eight to twelve people meet together in homes, once each week, for six weeks to:


-Pray




-Support one another

-Share faith stories


-Learn more about the Bible

They do this in an atmosphere of confidentiality using prepared materials specifically designed for Christian interfaith sharing. Originally, Christians lived their faith within small, home-based communities. Gathered around their bishop, the community was small enough to allow a deep sharing of life and faith. Today, we can find that sense of belonging in small Christian communities within the larger parish. But, we are also called by faith, to a wide reaching Christian awareness. As sisters and brothers in Christ, we can enter the new millennium with a better understanding of those things we hold in common.

"May your church on earth be a sign of the communion you promise, where all will be one with Christ, and joyful in your kingdom."


-Presbyterian Litany for Unity of Christ's Church
You are invited to meet in small, interfaith communities where we can grow in holiness and carry on Christ's mission. Small Christian communities challenge people in a gentle way to grow spiritually; they help develop leadership among people of all ages.

Christians of all denominations and traditions are invited to join their brothers and sisters as we endeavor to relearn more about our common Christian faith and heritage.

Although each of these communities will be unique in its membership and style, they will all be involved in the following six-week session:
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Ecumenical Themes

· What Christians Have in Common: One in Faith
What an enriching thing it can be for Christians to come together and share their common belief in Jesus Christ! One goal we, as Christians, have is to engage in more ecumenical prayer and dialogue. Jesus reminds us that whenever we gather in his name, he is among us.

· Repentance: Overcoming Our Lack of Unity

We as Christians have much for which to repent: our separation from one another, our arrogance towards those with different beliefs, etc. We need forgiveness ourselves and we offer forgiveness to others.

· Respect for All Peoples

Christians claim and share a common spiritual heritage. We are called to work for understanding, harmony and peace among all peoples, including those of different religions.

· Being Freed from that Which Divides Us

Jesus saw, heard and responded to others with openness and love. Why is it that we feel the need to judge others? We are challenged to overcome our prejudices, insecurities, excessive competitiveness, etc. Our faith calls us love all peoples regardless of their beliefs.

· God's Presence in the Human Family

There are those among us who feel outcast in our world, because of sexual orientation, racism, those with AIDS, the homeless and the poor. Jesus invites us to hear the call of those in need. Through the grace of the Holy Spirit, we can be reconciled.

· Uniqueness of Jesus

We believe that Jesus was the turning point in human history. He is God's Son who came to heal us, to save us, and to reveal to us the richness of God's love. We open our hearts to Christ as one people of diverse cultures, languages and traditions.
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Why Should I Participate in an Interfaith Community?

There is no greater way to experience the value of a small community than through personal involvement. Becoming a member of an interfaith community will provide great personal benefits. It will be an opportunity to share your faith journey with others and to recognize that we are in the journey together. It will help you to know and understand your fellow Christians. It will provide a venue for young adults and young parents to gather and share their struggles with single life, marriage or parenting, and their hopes for the future.

Think of what an interfaith sharing community will ask of you: commitment, openness, prayerfulness, concern for the future of Christian faith, unity, and forgiveness. If these values are infrequent or missing in your life, it may be time for you to join a small interfaith community.

IN CLOSING....

In The Nature and Purpose of the Church, a recent publication of Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, baptism is identified as the primary relationship among all brothers and sisters in Christ. For by means of baptism, "Christians are brought into union with Christ, with each other and with the Church of every time and place. Our common baptism, which unites us to Christ in faith, is thus a basic bond of unity." (Faith and Order paper No. 181. Par. 75)

Our great hope should be that small, Christian community development will bring unity and new leadership to address the spiritual needs of our times.

You are invited to participate using this exciting model to help nurture Christian unity for the new millennium.

