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connecting faith and life

What is A Small Church Community?

A Small Church Community (SCC) is a group of._ightto fourteen adults (and at various times children) who gather in homes, to discuss their lives in the light of the Gospel and to share their Christian faith through prayer, friendship and service. Originally Christians lived their faith within small home-based communities. Gathered around their bishop, the community was small enough to allow a deep sharing of life and faith. When the bishop's community became larger, the Church soon appreciated its need to divide into small groups -- parishes. Now the parish community is in the same situation in which the bishop's community historically found itself, and so at Spirit of Christ we are dividing into Small Church Communities where quality sharing of faith and life can take place.
Although each SCC is unique in its membership and style of gathering, all Small Church Communities are involved in the following four activities:
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Community -- a sincere involvement in one another's lives

Reflection on Scripture and the teaching of the Church

Prayer and participation in the liturgical life of the community and the parish

Service both within and beyond the community

Why Would J Join A Small Church Community?

Community is a nearly-universal experience--especially for people of faith. Community is God's strategy for reaching the world. That's a neat way of saying that as community rather than as individuals--we model what God has in mind for humanity. Think of what community asks of us: commitment, selflessness, concern for the common good, humility, large doses of patience, forgiveness. These are New Creation values, the ones Jesus outlined in the Sermon on the Mount as his guidelines for God's reign among humans. If New Creation values are infrequent or missing in your life it may he time for you to join a Small Church Community. .

What About The Kids??

Normally children do not attend regular SCC meetings. They are, however, very much a part of the Small Church Community as SCC members and their families come together for Baptisms, potlucks, birthdays, First Communions, graduations, weddings, and the many other social and service experiences of the small church. The gatherings provide children with the opportunity to meet other children in the small community and to form friendships with other adult members of the community. All of these experiences become opportunities for adults to not only model a living faith but to pass on faith to the next generation. Family life is strengthened by membership in a Small Church Community.

“Community is God’s strategy for reaching the world.”

Are Small Church Communities Connected to The Parish ?

Each Small Church Community has a representative(s) who serves as the contact with the, larger parish. The SCC contact stays in communication with the SCC Core Team who in turn supports and resources the SCCs. Small church communities are also connected to the parish through regular large gatherings of all small community members. Additionally, each Small Church Community member receives a bi-monthly newsletter which keeps them updated on the activities of other SCCs within and outside the parish; provides descriptions of new sharing materials; and furnishes other information pertinent to the life of SCCs.

How Do I Get Involved In A Small Church Community?

A nine-week program brings people together in a small group. During the nine weeks small group participants have the opportunity to examine their vision of I ire and to understand how that vision influences their perception of themselves, others and God. Thc initial program gives small group participants the opportunity to have a short-term experience of Small Church Community membership. It is hoped that at the end of the initial experience people will want to commit to long-term membership. Sign-up for new small groups will be at all Masses on Sept. 10/11.

In Closing...

Our forefathers and foremothers in faith gathered themselves into house-based small church communities long before the institutions of parish or diocese even existed. Today Christians all over the world are again gathering in the same manner... into small church communities. You are invited to be a part of this exciting and ancient model of Church.

Sources: Regathering, Light of the World Catholic Parish, Lillleton, CO; Joseph Nangle. Sojourners Magazine, May 1994; Leonard Doohan, Acts of Apostles: Bui/ding Faith Communities

