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Annotated Bibliography

ACRE:  Assessment of Catholic Religious Education.  (Annual).  Washington, D.C.: National Catholic Education Association.

The purpose of this assessment instrument is to help religious educators evaluate their teaching programs while also gaining invaluable knowledge about their students’ beliefs, attitudes, and religious practices as a group. The final product provides user-friendly reporting using graphic summaries, clear language, and three instruments to produce comparative results between grades 5 and 8, 9 and 12.

Buena Vista Ink.  (bimonthly).  Arvada, CO: Buena Visa Ink.

This newsletter provides current information concerning international Small Christian Communities.  Events, columns, and articles are pertinent to community gatherings.

Catechist Certification Guidelines.  (2000).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

These guidelines present the overall certification of catechists and youth volunteers.  Levels include initial catechist certification, advanced catechist certification, and master catechist certification.  Diocesan endorsement of the Echoes of Faith series is explained as well as equivalency requests.

Choosing Wisely: HIV/AIDS Education Resource. (2000). Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This resource provides a framework for HIV education in parishes and schools.  Topics include: attitudes toward HIV/AIDS, education in a Catholic context, facts and commonly asked questions, correlation to K-12 catechetical curricula, grade level learning objectives, K-12 learning activities, northern Illinois HIV/AIDS agencies, and other resources.  Contact the Media and Curriculum Center.

Communion and Mission. (1995).Washington D.C.: United States Catholic Conference.

This statement is designed as a tool for bishops and their pastoral  ministers involved in small Christian communities.  Topics include the role of small Christian communities, Hispanic involvement, communion and mission, characteristics of these communities, evaluation, and models for gathering.  The document is printed in a Spanish/English format.

Directory of Speakers.  (2002).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This biannual resource provides parishes with an initial presentation of local ministerial speakers.  Information includes credentials, contact information, listing of workshops and specialization, and diocesan stipend scales.

Employment Packet:  Review/Renewal Process.  (Annual).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office

This publication contains materials necessary for Pastors to conduct annual reviews with parish catechetical employees and information regarding contract renewal.  This includes the following items: Performance Review with Pastor, Compensation Worksheets, Salary Recommendations, Diocesan Norms and Benefits, diocesan contracts for catechetical leaders, Professional Growth Plan.

Evaluation of Religious Education Texts.  (1998).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office 

This publication contains diocesan recommendations of catechetical texts.  This medium provides a first glance of materials for an evaluation of texts and resources.  Categories include early childhood, middle childhood, junior high, senior high, and sacraments.  A listing of publisher contacts is also provided.

Evaluation of Religious Education Texts Supplement. (Annual). Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office. 

Annual supplements provide evaluations of new material.  

Everyday Evangelizing for Everyday Catholics.  Plainfield, NJ: RENEW International.

This inspirational tri-fold brochure, available in lots of 100 copies, is an invitation to all Catholics to evangelize in all situations: at home, parish, workplace, among those experiencing stress, or among the less fortunate. 

Family Life Curriculum: a Catechesis of Relationships.   (2001)Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office

This diocesan guideline discusses the background, necessity and practicality of offering a healthy catechesis about the family, the human body and sexuality, and offers practical suggestions for implementation of such a curriculum.

Go and Make Disciples.  (1993). Washington D.C.: United States Catholic Conference. 

This national plan and strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States proposes three goals, recommends strategies, and offers resources.

Guidelines for Doctrinally Sound Catechetical Materials.  (1990). Washington D.C.: United States Catholic Conference.

These guidelines are intended to provide direction to publishers on the areas of Catholic doctrine regarding faith and morals. It provides a framework from which most catechetical texts are based.  

Guidelines for the Development of Catechetical Ministries in the Diocese of Joliet.  (1996).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office and Catholic Schools Office.

This curriculum guideline is intended for catechetical leaders vested into lifelong formation.  Topics include the foundations of lifelong ministry, qualities of catechesis, qualities of curriculum, and guidelines in the formation of adults, youth, children, and families.

Guidelines for the Selection of Bibles and Bible Storybooks.  (1998). Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This publication provides adults with a tool in selecting Bibles and Bible storybooks for their children or for gifts.  Topics include a history of the Bible, points to consider in the selection process, and a bibliography of recommended Bibles and storybooks.  

Handbook for Religious Education Boards in the Diocese of Joliet.  (1992).   Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This resource provides a framework for the establishment of a parish religious education board.  Topics include the role and function of a board, board models, membership, development, relationships, meetings, finances, constitutions, and resources.

Media Catalogue. (annual). Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

The Diocese of Joliet has an extensive audiovisual collection of catechetical, educational, and ministerial themes.  The catalogue provides a description of the 4500 videos available, a cross-reference search, glossary, membership forms, equipment rental, and information concerning the use of motion pictures and CVLI license.  CD versions are recommended.  Limited printed copies available.

On Evangelization in the Modern World.  (1975). Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Bishops.   

Pope Paul VI announces his vision of the role of the Church in modern society in this historic encyclical.  

Open Wide the Doors: A Guide to Working with Persons with Disabilities and their Families.  (2000).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This resource provides various frameworks when providing catechetical formation for persons with special needs and their families.  Topics include teaching children with disabilities, resources, professional development, and funding.

Our Hearts were Burning Within Us.  (1999).  Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Bishops.  

This document is a pastoral plan for adult faith formation in the United States.  Topics include a new focus on adult faith formation, qualities of mature adult faith, a plan for ministry, and organization for the ministry.

Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us: Leader’s Guide.  (2000).  Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Conference.

This resource provides a framework for the implementation of adult faith formation.  Topics include a clear focus of the ministry, concerns, approaches, and organization of adult faith formation.

Parish Pastoral Council.  (1996).  Romeoville, IL: Diocese of Joliet, Office of Ministry Formation.

These guidelines are a part of the total program provided to parish pastoral councils in the Diocese of Joliet.  Four overviews are presented:  the parish mission, the role of the parish pastoral council, the relationship and responsibility within the parish, and the parish pastoral council commissions.

Retreat Resources.  (1999).  Joliet, IL:  Religious Education Office.

This directory contains retreat formational resources, planning guidelines, and a listing of retreat camping, and conference facilities located in northern Illinois, southern Wisconsin, southwestern Michigan, and northeastern Indiana.

RENEW 2000: Christian Faith Sharing Communities.  (2000). Joliet, IL, Religious Education Office.

This pamphlet provide dimensions of ecumenical faith sharing with an emphasis on the RENEW 2000 ecumenical themes.

Renewing the Vision.  (1997).  Washington D.C.: United States Catholic Conference.

This document presents the framework for Catholic youth ministry in the United States.  It articulates the philosophy, goals, principles, and components of a new direction in the ministry with adolescents.  Topics include the development of the ministry with adolescents, goals, themes and components for a comprehensive ministry, and a guiding image for the ministry.

Small Christian Community Resource Listing: Beyond Renew 2000 (2000). Joliet, IL, Religious Education Office.

Contains material for small group faith sharing, scripture study, and background resources.

Sons and Daughters of the Light.  (1996). Washington D.C.: United States Catholic Conference.

This document provides a pastoral plan for ministry with young adults.   Topics include a description of the young adult, the vision of faith, a plan for ministry, institutions and ministry, and implementation of the pastoral plan.

Spirit of Christ: Small Church Communities.  (2000).  Joliet, IL: Religious Education Office.

This pamphlet summarizes the major components of small church communities.  
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