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Dear Pastors and Catechetical Leaders,

Welcome to Faith Formation in the Diocese of Joliet, the most extensive parish
resource for catechetical ministry produced in our diocese!

Faith Formation in the Diocese of Joliet began as a response to the need for updating
diocesan policy for parish ministry. In the process of developing policy, it became
apparent that a more broadly focused resource could be helpful to catechetical leaders. In
this finished product you will find sections that explore, respectively, a vision for the
future of faith formation, procedural guidelines and policies for ministry, and policies for
those employed in parish catechetical leadership. ~Additionally, you will find an
annotated bibliography and an appendix, both designed for your convenience.

As someone with the profound privilege and responsibility for assisting parishioners in
their faith development, you should take time to familiarize yourself, your staff and your
ministers with the ministry policies being promulgated in the Diocese of Joliet, as well as
the guidelines for operational procedures. Similarly, it is important that you review
employment policy.

While the first section, 4 Vision for Lifelong Catechesis in the New Millennium, does not
directly address policy matters, it is a thoughtful consideration of our ministry, attending
to the spirit, rather than the law, of faith formation. Its placement at the beginning of
Faith Formation in the Diocese of Joliet is meant to signify a valuing of passion, vision
and creativity as essential to our ministry. Please read it with a prayerful openness to
how God may be calling you and your parish to build the future of faith formation

ministry.

I cannot fully express my appreciation to the many people who have participated in this
demanding project. Faith Formation in the Diocese of Joliet is the product of much
work from the diocesan Religious Education Board, consultants, and the staff of the
diocesan Religious Education Office. I want to extend a special word of thanks to Barb
Bekker, Sue Tutaj, Sr. Jane Marie Osterholt, Joyce Donahue, Brian Topping and Bishop
Imesch, all of whom played a particular role in the development and support of this
resource.

May the Holy Spirit continue to bless each of you in your daily efforts to meet the sacred
responsibility of sharing Catholic faith with our world!
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