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Young Adult Papal Pilgrimage
August 13 to August 22, 2011

“Rooted and Built Up in Jesus Christ, Firm in the Faith” (Col. 2:7)

World Youth Day is an unbelievable journey where young Catholic pilgrims from all over the world unite to share their faith in Jesus Christ.  The WYD week includes prayer, song, concerts, drama, sharing, liturgy, catechesis, and an unforgettable vigil and closing mass with the Holy Father.

Join Joliet Bishop J. Peter Sartain and other young people from around the Chicagoland are as they 
embark on an exciting pilgrimage to Madrid, Spain in August 2011 for the next international celebration of World Youth Day with Pope Benedict XVI.   This particular trip is open to youth and young adults who will be between the ages of 16 and 39 during the event.  Pilgrimage will experience the sights and sounds of Spain, the World Youth Day events, and truly unforgettable moments.   
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NOTE:  All prices are estimates and are tentative at this time.

World Youth Day Package with Hotel Housing
$3000

(hotel, airfare, most meals, registration, 10 days)

All prices are estimates only, based on 2010 travel and estimated for 
2011.  Registered participants will receive notices of price adjustments 
after the airfare is announced in 2010.  The final invoice will be given 
to all pilgrims in early 2011 after all airline tickets are issued and all 
the taxes and surcharges are firm.

Price for the package includes:  roundtrip airfare (non-refundable, 
economy class) and airport taxes, security fees, and fuel surcharges; 
transportation (by private motor coach for airport arrival and departure transfers); most meals throughout the week; accommodations (for hotel housing: first-class, superior tourist class hotels, based on twin or triple occupancy); most gratuities; and the World Youth Day registration and solidarity fee (which allows participants entrance into all activities and events that week).

The price does not include: additional taxes and surcharges; excess baggage rates; portage at hotel or airport; public transportation within Spain; a few of the meals; and your passport fees.   All U.S. citizens are required to have a valid passport (and must be valid through March 1, 2012).  

Deposits and Payments

The following schedule of separate non-refundable payments applies for all participants; these prices are also subject to change:

Initial Deposit:
$300 per person

By Jan. 15, 2010:
$500 per person
By June 15, 2010:
$500 per person

By Oct. 15, 2010:
$500 per person

By Dec. 15, 2010:
$500 per person or remainder of balance

By Feb. 15, 2011:
$500 per person or remainder of balance

Please make all payments to the “Diocese of Joliet.”   We have the right to cancel all airline and hotel space and to retain your deposit payments (to date) if your payment is not received on time.   All payments are non-refundable.   Transfers may be made up until March 1, 2011; after this date, any changes or corrections will be subject to a $200 administrative fee.    

Financial Aid

There are financial aid packages available to young adult participants with financial need.  Please fill out and return the separate financial assistance form to apply for these grants, made possible through the Diocese of Joliet Development Office.  The forms are available online at the Young Adult Ministry website: www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/wyd2011.asp. 

Itinerary Listing

The following is the planned itinerary for the trip; these schedules are subject to change based on availability or other factors.  Participants will attend some events as a group, others are options on their own.  Meals included where indicated (B, breakfast; L, lunch; D, dinner); other meals on your own.

Sat., August 13

Depart USA / O’Hare Airport to Madrid 
Sun., August 14

Arrive Madrid (D)    
Mon., August 15

Madrid Sightseeing (on your own); (B)





Options: Festival of La Virgen of La Paloma on the Feast of the Assumption; 

World Youth Day Events 

Tues., August 16

WYD Opening Mass & Ceremony (B, L, D)





The opening mass and ceremony kicks off the World Youth Day celebration

Wed., August 17

WYD Catechetical Events (B, L, D)





These events include workshops, presentations, concerts, exhibits, and more 

Thurs., August 18

WYD Catechetical Events & Papal Welcome Ceremony (B, L, D)





After the morning catechetical events, the Pope arrives to greet the pilgrims

Fri., August 19

WYD Catechetical Events & Evening Stations of the Cross (B, L, D)





After the morning catechetical events, there is an evening Way of the Cross,





enacted by young adults and witnessed by the Holy Father

Sat., August 20

WYD Pilgrimage Walk, USA Mass, & Evening Papal Vigil (B, L, D)





In the morning, all pilgrims from the United States will celebrate mass, 





followed by the journey from the city to the vigil site to meet the Pope

Sun., August 21

WYD Closing Papal Mass; Return Pilgrimage Walk (B, L)





Morning mass with the Holy Father, which concludes with the papal 

Announcement of the site and year of the next World Youth Day gathering 

Mon., August 22

Return Madrid to USA / O’Hare Airport (B)

Forms, Fees, and Expectations
The Diocese of Joliet is the primary sponsor of this trip.  Included in this package is the World Youth Day Registration Fee, set by the WYD International Committee.  This fee includes: entry to all WYD festival activities and events; a welcome pack; and a meal plan during the week.    To assure your registration, you must submit the Diocesan Enrollment Form and down payment ($300) by check payable to the “Diocese of Joliet.”  Additional forms will be distributed and collected at a later date.  All subsequent payments are made to the “Diocese of Joliet” by check (please do not send cash).   

For More Information
Please call Paul Jarzembowski in the Diocese of Joliet Young Adult Ministry Office at (815) 834-4047,  email him at pjarzembowski@dioceseofjoliet.org, or go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/.    
