A World Youth Day Journey to Portugal & Spain

Lisbon, Fatima, Salamanca, Avila & Madrid
Diocese of Joliet, IL 
Group Coordinator: Paul Mach
 13-Days: Wednesday. August 10 to Monday, August 22, 2011
11-Hotel Overnights: 2-Fatima 1-Salamanca, 8-Madrid
WED, AUGUST 10, DAY 1: DEPART USA
THURS, AUGUST 11, DAY 2:  ARRIVE LISBON / TRANSFER TO FATIMA

Welcome to Lisboa, called Alis Ubbo (“pleasant bay”) by its early settlers, the Phoenicians. Upon arrival in Lisbon we will be met by our Catholic Travel Centre representative who will stay with us to Madrid. We board our private motor coach and enjoy a brief panoramic sightseeing tour of Lisbon before making our way to Fatima, where we check-in to our hotel and enjoy dinner. Our guide will take us over to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima for a visit. We will celebrate Mass this evening on our own as a group.  Dinner is at our hotel. (D) 

FRI, AUGUST 12, DAY 3: FATIMA: VISIT OF THE SHRINE

This morning, we visit Fatima, one of the major Christian pilgrimage centers in all Europe.  Yet this shrine is located in a town ironically named after the daughter of Mohammed, Islam’s great prophet.  On May 13, 1917, the image of the Virgin Mary appeared here to three shepherd children, Francisco and Jacinta Marto and Lucia dos Santos. The apparition asked the three children to pray for world peace. She then requested them to return to that same spot on the thirteenth of every month, assuring them, that in October, she would reveal her true identity.  On October 13, 1917, the lady appeared before the children and announced she was Our Lady of the Rosary. 

 We begin today with Mass at the Little Chapel of the Apparitions.  We will also visit the Tombs of Francisco, Jacinto and Sr. Lucia, the Aljustrel where the children lived, and the Valinhos, where Our Lady appeared after the children’s return from prison. We have the option of praying the Stations of the Cross, plus we have time for our own devotions. Dinner this evening is at our hotel. (B, D) 

SAT, AUGUST 13, DAY 4: FATIMA / SALAMANCA
This morning, after Mass, we make our way to Salamanca, crossing over the border to Spain.  Alfonso IX founded this university in the 1200’s, making it one of the oldest universities in Europe.  At one time, it drew the continent’s very best scholars.  It was ranked with Oxford, paris, and Bologna, as one of “the four leading lights of the medieval world.”  The intellectual life continues to this day.  Salamanca has been named a World Heritage City by UNESCO, one of six such cities in Spain.

Our visit today will include the University, plus the Convento de las Duenas, a former palace that served as a convent as well.  We will pass by the famous Casa de las Conchas (the House of Shells), a 15th century house adored with more than 400 conch shells.  The shell is a symbol of the Santiago de Compostela pilgrim, a popular pilgrimage site located in the northwest corner of Spain. After our visits, we continue on to our hotel for dinner and the evening.  (B, D)

SUN, AUGUST 14, DAY 5: SALAMANCA / AVILA / MADRID
This morning we make our way to the walled town of Avila, with the best preserved medieval walls in all of Europe.  Its full name is ‘Avila de los Caballeros’ (Avila of the Knights).  Avila is best known as the birthplace of one of the great mystics and reformers of the Church. We know her as St. Teresa of Avila and also as St. Teresa of Jesus.   She became a nun at age 19 and soon rebelled against her order.  She founded her first convent in 1562 at the age of 47 and continued to reform convents across Spain with the assistance of her spiritual director, St. John of the Cross. Teresa was beatified in 1614 and canonized by Pope Gregory XV in 1622.  In 1970, Pope Paul VI recognized her with the title of Doctor of the Church.  We visit the Monastery of the Incarnation where St. Teresa spent many years of her life. 
Our final stop of the day is the Cathedral of Avila the oldest of the Spanish Gothic Cathedrals.  Here we celebrate Mass.  The sanctuary of the cathedral is built into the wall, making it part of the city's defenses.  After our visit, we travel on to Madrid where we transfer to our hotel for a good nights rest, in preparation for the official launch of World Youth Day tomorrow.   Dinner this evening is at our hotel.   (B, D)
MON, AUGUST 15, DAY 6: MADRID: WYD EVENTS
Groups will participate in the official WYD events according to the schedule. Groups will make use of public transportation and meals provided by the WYD Registration Packages. (B) 
TUES, AUGUST 16, DAY 7: MADRID: OPENING CEREMONY - LITURGY

Today the Opening Ceremony / Liturgy will take place at a site in the environs of Madrid.  Transportation to and from the event will be via the public transportation system included in the WYD Registration package. (B) 

WED, AUGUST 17, DAY 8: MADRID: WYD EVENTS
Groups will participate in the official WYD events according to the schedule. Groups will make use of public transportation and meals provided by the WYD Registration Packages. (B) 
THURS, AUGUST 18, DAY 9: MADRID: WYD EVENTS
Groups will participate in the official WYD events according to the schedule. Groups will make use of public transportation and meals provided by the WYD Registration Packages. (B) 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, DAY 10: MADRID: WAY OF THE CROSS 

Groups will participate in the official WYD events according to the schedule. Groups will make use of public transportation and meals provided by the WYD Registration Packages. (B) 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, DAY 11: MADRID: VIGIL WITH THE HOLY FATHER

This morning we begin our pilgrimage walk to the site of the Closing Mass. This evening we participate in the Evening Candlelight Vigil with the Holy Father and hundreds of thousands of our fellow pilgrims from around the world. (B) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, DAY 12: MADRID: CLOSING MASS
This morning we awake and celebrate the Closing Mass of our World Youth Day Pilgrimage. We return back to our accommodations to pack for our return trip to the USA tomorrow. 
MON, AUGUST 22, DAY 13: RETURN USA

After breakfast, transfer to the airport for our return flight to the USA. (B)

B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner
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