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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet
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On the Road to Spain with the Saints
Walk with the saints on your journey to Madrid, Spain, for the 
international celebration of World Youth Day.  Each month 
until August 2011, the Diocese of Joliet will feature a saint or 
holy person that will serve as guides in our preparation work. 
These patrons are selected for their contribution to the Church’s 
ministry to youth and young adults, a connection to the country 
of Spain or to World Youth Day, or because they are excellent 
role models for Catholic travelers and pilgrims to follow.  We 
encourage you to find out more about these men and women 
– and to spend time in prayer with that patron all month long.   
Patrons of the Month:  January 2010

The Holy Name of Jesus and Mary, Mother of God

Jesus and his mother Mary are the source of our Catholic 
faith, so there can be nothing more appropriate than beginning 
the journey toward Madrid under their guidance.  Without 
Mary’s surrender to the Lord, there would be no Jesus.  And 
without Christ, where would we be today?
In January, the first month of the calendar year and the first 
month of this pilgrimage experience, the Church celebrates 
the feast of Mary, Mother of God (January 1) and the 
commemoration of the Holy Name of Jesus (January 3).  
These feasts stem from the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke 
when the angel Gabriel came to young Mary in the town of 
Nazareth, proclaiming to her, “Hail, favored one!  The Lord 
is with you.” (Luke 1:28)  He tells her what will happen 
through her, “Behold you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.” (Luke 1:31)  
As we begin our pilgrimage, we say “yes” just as Mary did.  
We surrender to whatever God has in store for us on this 
Journey, which we make in Jesus’ name.  As St. Paul says, 
“At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bend of those in 
heave and on earth and under the earth.” (Phil. 2:10)  

For more details, go to American Catholic (St. Anthony Messenger Press) at www.americancatholic.org. 

