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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet
[image: image2.jpg]




      Patron of the Month:  August 2010
     St. Dominic & St. Raymond
In August, two Spanish saints are celebrated by the Church, one of which has a significant connection to the Diocese of Joliet.  On August 8, Catholics remember St. Dominic de Guzman, founder of the Order of Preachers (also known as Dominicans), and on August 31, we honor the memory of St. Raymond Nonnatus, a medieval missionary and martyr.   
Dominic was born in 1170 in northern Spain. Frustrated with the tactics of church leaders trying to use displays of power and pomp in their evangelization strategies, Dominic began gathering people around him who believed that conversion was best served by humility, holiness, and good preaching. The Dominicans also became known for spreading the practice of the Rosary and Marian devotion (tradition says that Dominic himself received the Rosary from a vision of the Blessed Mother in the year 1214). Dominic died in 1221 after a lifetime of exhausting work establishing the Order, practicing poverty, and preaching the gospel.
In the year 1204, Raymond was born in southern Spain (the name “nonnatus,” meaning “not born,” was used to describe his birth by Caesarian section).   He became a member of the Mercedarian Order and traveled to North Africa to ransom Christian captives and to preach to the Muslims there, but was subsequently imprisoned and tortured by the Moors (including having his mouth padlocked shut so he could no longer preach) until he was, in turn, ransomed by his order.  He died in Spain only a year after his freedom at the age of 36 in the year 1240.  
St. Dominic is the patron of astronomers while St. Raymond is a patron for expectant mothers and childbirth.  In addition, the Cathedral of the Diocese of Joliet was named in honor of St. Raymond Nonnatus.   
For more information about the life and patronage of St. Dominic, go to the patron saint index online at http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-dominic-de-guzman/.  For more details about the life of St. Raymond Nonnatus, go to http://saints.sqpn.com/saintr09.htm.   Both websites have links to additional prayers and details about the lives of these great Spanish saints.
Two other saints to connect with this month are St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi, who worked together to build the the Franciscan Order and who have been named Eucharistic Patrons of the month of August by the Diocese of Joliet.  For more details, go to http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ye/patronsfrancis.asp and http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ye/patronsclare.asp.    
