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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet
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On the Road to Spain with the Saints
Walk with the saints on your journey to Madrid, Spain, for the 
international celebration of World Youth Day.  Each month 
until August 2011, the Diocese of Joliet will feature a saint or 
holy person that will serve as guides in our preparation work. 
These patrons are selected for their contribution to the Church’s 
ministry to youth and young adults, a connection to the country 
of Spain or to World Youth Day, or because they are excellent 
role models for Catholic travelers and pilgrims to follow.  We 
encourage you to find out more about these men and women 
– and to spend time in prayer with that patron all month long.   
Patron of the Month:  February 2010

The Chair of St. Peter
This is not a feast day for a piece of furniture… Rather, the “chair” is the role that St. Peter and his successors (the bishops of Rome, now known as the Popes) occupy in the Catholic Church. 
The feast day of February 22 each year celebrates the servant leadership role that Jesus gave to St. Peter and to those that followed him: “And so I say to you: You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it…  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven…” (Mt. 16:18-19)
From the first century until today, the Popes of the Catholic Church have not just been shepherds of Rome, but of the worldwide flock.  In his role as shepherd of the church’s young people, Pope John Paul II inaugurated the World Youth Day experience in 1984.
As we prepare for the pilgrimage to Madrid to hear from and pray with Pope Benedict XVI, the current occupant of the Chair of St. Peter, let us give thanks to God for giving us shepherds, teachers, and leaders who have guided the Catholic Church over the centuries. 
For more details, go to American Catholic (St. Anthony Messenger Press) at www.americancatholic.org. 

