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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet

      Patron of the Month:  June 2010
     Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
In preparation for World Youth Day, one of the most important people to connect with in prayer is Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, considered a patron of youth and young adults – since he was a model young person that others can look to and be inspired by.

Pier Giorgio Frassati was born April 6, 1901 in Turin, Italy.  Pope John Paul II called him “The Man of the Beatitudes” since he truly exemplified the kind of person Jesus spoke about on the Sermon on the Mount (in Matt. 5:3-10): he was merciful; he comforted those who mourned; he hungered and thirst for justice; he was a peacemaker; and he was humble.  
Even though his father was agnostic, Pier Giorgio had a deep love for the Eucharist, for the Church, and for the poor.  He said, “Jesus comes to visit me every morning in Holy Communion.  I return his visit to him in the poor.”  At the age of 17, he enrolled in the St. Vincent de Paul Society so that he could continue to serve the less fortunate.  He also studied to become a mining engineer, so that he could “serve Christ better among the miners.”  In 1919, he joined the Popular Party, a political organization advocating Catholic social teaching. “Charity is not enough,” he once said.  “We need social reform.”   
Frassati was truly a well-balanced young adult.  He was active in service and social justice; he was involved with his local parish community, attending Mass and spending time in Eucharistic adoration; and he took time out for friends and family – taking trips into the mountains, playing practical jokes, and enjoyed laugher and camaraderie with anyone he met.  But despite all his good works, he was so humble about it that his own family had no idea he was so connected to the life and ministry of the Church.  

Sadly, Pier Giorgio was afflicted by polio, which doctors later thought was brought about by his close contact with the poor in Turin.  His illness quickly advanced and in less than a week, he died on July 4, 1925 at the young age of 24.  Pope John Paul II beatified him in 1990 and subsequently named him a patron of the international World Youth Day gatherings.  In 2008, his remains were brought to the Cathedral in Sydney, Australia, as part of the World Youth Day celebration there.  
In the Diocese of Joliet, Blessed Frassati has been a patron for the work of youth and young adult ministry – and has played a major role in the Youth Leadership Conference and Theology-on-Tap.  
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