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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet
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 Patron of the Month:  March 2010
St. Joseph and The Annunciation
Even though our saints this month are celebrated on separate days, they come together as the Holy Family.  St. Joseph’s feast day as “husband and father” is on March 19 (his feast as “worker” is in May) and the Blessed Virgin Mary’s feast as “holy mother” through the Annunciation is celebrated on March 25.  Let us use these two great saints to help us to remember how important our families are in our pilgrimage to Madrid for World Youth Day.  Without the support of our familes, this journey may not be possible at all.  
St. Joseph has always been a very powerful intercessor for many Catholics.  The image of him truly listening to God in a very difficult time in his life brought about new life for us all.  Let us discover the many wonderful prayers to St. Joseph that can be found throughout our history as a Church.  

In understanding the Annunciation, we are called to an understanding of when life truly beins.  In looking at this feast, take time to sit down with your parents and thank them for the gift of your own life.  We are all called to be a gift of life; ask yourself: what have you been given and how can you do more with your life?  Mary was young like you when the great event of the Annunciation happened to her, so take time to meditate on the Canticle of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) when you’re dealing with the difficult choices in your own young life – and in preparing for this trip.

For more details, go to American Catholic (St. Anthony Messenger Press) at www.americancatholic.org. 

Message from the Pope
Take some time this month to also look back at last year’s address from the Pope, which was shared on Palm Sunday 2009.  You can find the link to the address at our Diocesan Youth Ministry WYD web page: http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ym/wyd.asp
A new message will be coming out at the end of this month (March 28, 2010) when, once again, Pope Benedict XVI will address the young people with a new theme for 2010 and a focus on all of us gathering in Madrid in August 2011.  Use this next year to dive into the richness of his message with all those attending the World Youth Day celebration in Madrid as well as for those who aren’t traveling but who are journeying with us in prayer.   
