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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet


 Patron of the Month:  May 2010
Our Lady of Fatima
In 1917, from May 13 to October 14, the Blessed Mother Mary appeared to three young people in Fatima, Portugal. She told them that she was sent by God with a message for every man, woman, and child….that Heaven would grant peace to all the world if her request for prayer, reparation, and consecration were heard and obeyed.  

How we all long for peace!  Sometimes when times are tough, we forget to pray, which would bring us that peace.  Let us remember the one who directs us to her son, Jesus.  
Isn’t it great that Mother’s Day falls in the month we usually recognize Mary more prominently?  Let us pray to our Blessed Mother this month and remember what our own mothers have done for us, too.
Some of the pilgrims from the Diocese of Joliet will be visiting Fatima on their thirteen-day journey to the World Youth Day event.  We ask for the prayers of all their families and friends, as well as the WYD pilgrims who are not able to go to Fatima, especially as these young people visit this holy site on August 11, 2011.  In return, we who will be there that day will say a prayer for you as well.  And let us all pray for that peace that the Blessed Mother spoke about almost a century ago.
Year of the Eucharist patron for May is St. Damien of Molokai, who established a Eucharistic Adoration society on Molokai.  For more information go to: http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ye/patrons.asp. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

For the pilgrims (defined as, those who go on a journey to a holy place for religious reasons) who will attend World Youth Day in Spain it is important to ready yourselves for the journey.  We will need to be ready physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  Start by setting goals for yourself of where you want to be when leave for Spain and how to start working to make it there.  
