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World Youth Day ( Madrid 2011 

Pilgrimage with the Saints

for the World Youth Day pilgrims traveling with the Diocese of Joliet


      Patron of the Month:  November 2010
     St. Martin de Porres 
Compassion above cleanliness.  Charity before obedience.  These were codes by which Martin de Porres lived by – and why today we honor him with such rich devotion.  
In 1579, Juan Martin de Porres was born an illegitimate son to a Spanish nobleman and a freed black slave from Panama, and grew up in extreme poverty in Lima, Peru.  At the age of 11, Martin became a servant in the Dominican Convent of the Rosary in Lima – and, despite racial limitations on admission to this order of Dominican friars, he was eventually granted permission to become a full lay brother in 1603.
Martin found great joy in the most menial of tasks, from tending the animals to sweeping floors – and took great measures to provide and care for the poor and sick of Peru.  

He was placed in charge of the Dominican infirmary at age 24 and remained in this position for the rest of his life.  
On one occasion, when a plague struck Lima and sixty novice brothers were quarantined, Martin miraculously passed through the locked doors to tend to them.  He once went against his superiors in order to care for a wounded member of an indigenous native tribe, believing that Christian mercy superseded the prejudice of others in his community.  Martin found much of his strength in the Blessed Sacrament, spending long hours in adoration and contemplation.  
He founded a children’s hospital and established an orphanage, and throughout his lifetime performed a number of miracles including levitation, bi-location, miraculous cures of the sick, having intelligence beyond his means, and the ability to communicate with animals.  Martin died at the age of 59 on November 3, 1639, and was canonized by Pope John XXIII in 1962.   
Martin de Porres is a great inspiration for World Youth Day pilgrims a number of reasons, a major one being the growing cultural diversity that exists among youth and young adults in the Church today. Being the son of a racially mixed union, Martin endured persecution for his appearance as a black man and for his illegitimacy (especially between black and white parents) – yet put his ultimate trust in a God who loves the rich diversity of the human race.  Martin is also the patron of public health care and those suffering from economic distress, two issues confronting many young people today.           
For more information about St. Martin de Porres, who is also the Eucharistic patron for the month of November 2010 in the Diocese of Joliet, go online to http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-martin-de-porres/ or http://www.americancatholic.org/features/saints/saint.aspx?id=1188.     

