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ON OUR AUTHENTICALLY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
More than fifty years have passed since the
promulgation of the Vatican II Declaration on
Catholic Education, Gravissimum Educationis. These fifty years
have seen a tremendous amount of change in our schools and
society. What has not changed is what Gravissimum Educationis
rightly emphasized: the importance of parents as the primary
educators of their children in the faith. Indeed, when parents
choose to send their children to one of our diocesan Catholic
schools, they are exercising their fundamental role as educators
of their children. Our schools are a visible sign of our partnership
with parents as they seek to exercise their responsibility to raise
their children in the faith. Gravissimum Educationis states,
“It is therefore above all in the Christian family, inspired by
the grace and the responsibility of the sacrament of Matrimony,
that children should be taught to know and worship God and
love their neighbor …” Not only do we see this happen in the
family, but I am proud to say that the same thing also happens
each day in the Catholic schools of the Diocese of Joliet. In
countless ways, from their pews at school Masses to their desks
in the classroom, our students are taught to know and worship
God and love their neighbor.
I’m pleased to announce that after three years of preparation,
our Catholic schools were recently accredited by AdvancED, the

largest school accreditation agency in the world. As part of the
accreditation process, we aligned our schools with the National
Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools (National Catholic Standards). The National
Catholic Standards give the entire Catholic school community a
common framework to develop vibrant Catholic school culture
following agreed-upon criteria
for excellence in all aspects
of school life.
The accrediting agency
scored our schools above
the international and state
averages in every category
when compared to 30,000
public and private schools
in 70 countries, including
public and private schools in
the state of Illinois. This is
good news for our schools. It
confirms that our schools are St. Petronille
authentically Catholic, enjoy strong leadership and have a plan
in place for continuous improvement. I invite you to learn more
about our schools at www.weteachmore.com.

Rev. John Belmonte, S.J., Ph.D.,
Diocesan Superintendent of Catholic Schools

“HOW DO YOU KNOW IF A SCHOOL IS REALLY CATHOLIC?”
That really is the question, isn’t it? At a conference
in 2005, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, then Secretary of
the Vatican Congregation for Catholic Education attempted
to answer that question. He offered five benchmarks of a
Catholic education as the essence of Vatican teaching on the
subject. Archbishop Miller called them the “marks of a Catholic
education.” For this annual report, we’ve taken those five marks
from Archbishop Miller and adapted them to our Diocese of
Joliet Catholic schools.
I am pleased to share with you the 2015–2016 Catholic
Schools’ Annual Report that highlights how our 19,000 students
in our 56 elementary and secondary schools are formed as
disciples following the benchmarks provided by Archbishop
Miller. The Catholic education that our students receive is not
merely a means to an end — to gather knowledge to advance in
the world economically. Rather, our schools form students in the
image of Jesus Christ where He is the teacher in our schools. The
gospel message permeates every subject, five days a week making
it possible for our students to walk with our Lord on their
educational journey.

We Teach More because Jesus Christ is at the center of all
our classrooms. Our students are challenged academically with
an accelerated curriculum that can be modified for all learners.
However, our students are aware of their main goal in life: to
reach heaven and help those around them do the same.

St.Paul the Apostle

FIVE ESSENTIAL MARKS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
INSPIRED BY A SUPERNATUR AL VISION
In a secular society, education is often viewed as an instrument
for the acquisition of knowledge that will help students improve
their chances of success and their standard of living. Not so
with our Catholic schools. Going beyond simply producing
good citizens, we form disciples who love God and those He
loves. Our ultimate goal is heaven as together we pursue our
quest to become saints.
St. Petronille – Military Letters

Saints Peter and Paul – Feed My Starving Children

111,281
service hours provided by
Diocese of Joliet elementary
school students*

65,400
service hours provided by Diocese
of Joliet high school students*

*each clock represents 50,000 hours

FOUNDED ON A CHRISTIAN ANTHROPOLOGY
In order to be authentically Catholic, a Catholic school must
be founded on the teachings of Jesus and His Church. Therefore,
Christ is the Teacher in Catholic schools. Christ is not an
afterthought or an add-on to the curriculum. He is the Light
for every boy and girl who enters a Catholic school. The Gospel
inspires and guides the Catholic school in every dimension of its
philosophy of education, curriculum, community life, selection
of teachers and even its physical environment.

•	In 2013 the Diocese of Joliet Catholic Schools Office launched
an effort to encourage Catholic grade school families to take their
children to Sunday Mass. Since this effort was launched, Mass
attendance by Catholic grade school families has increased 17%.
•	At St. Isaac Jogues in Hinsdale, the school board formed a Catholic
Identity Committee in 2014. Parents on the school board send
Mass reminder emails to families and organize family Masses
where the school children wear their uniforms, do the readings,
and families bring up the gifts.

Pope Saint John Paul II

“Catholic education is above all a question of communicating
Christ, of helping to form Christ in the lives of others.”

•	In Lockport, St. Joseph’s pastor, Father Gregory Rothfuchs,
makes regular visits to the classrooms reminding students of
the importance and necessity of attending Sunday Mass. With
reminders from the religion teachers and Father Rothfuchs’ visits,
the students are more likely to go to Mass.

400,000

hours of religious instruction per year,
with students attending Mass weekly*

*each clock represents 50,000 hours
St. James the Apostle

St. Petronille

ANIMATED BY COMMUNION
AND COMMUNITY
Our Catholic schools are a genuine community of faith
that depicts the warm and intimate atmosphere of family
life. In most cases, our teachers have a chance to know
our students and their families for up to nine years if the
student attends pre-K through eighth grade. This provides
a tremendous advantage in forming community among
the students and families. As such, Catholic schools foster
the proper friendship between the student and teacher
because an authentic formative process can only be
initiated through a personal relationship.
St. John Bosco

IMBUED WITH A CATHOLIC
WORLDVIEW THROUGHOUT THE
CURRICULUM
Each of the students in the Catholic schools in the Diocese
of Joliet is taught to know him or herself as a child of God.
Therefore, the spirit of Catholicism permeates the entire
curriculum, giving the students the opportunity to explore their
talents in a Christ-like setting. Catholic education intentionally
provides growth of the whole person with the goal to form
strong and responsible individuals. Our students are taught to
use their God-given gift of free will to make right choices. They
imitate Christ, grow in virtue and serve society and the Church.
The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools

“Education is a thing of the heart.”

“Catholic schools teach love for wisdom so each student wants to
learn so much that he or she becomes a life-long learner.”

82%

of our elementary students

86%

of our high schoolers

participate in at least one extracurricular activity
Pope Saint John Paul II

Saints Peter and Paul, Naperville

“Human beings can grasp the truth of things, and in grasping
the truth can know their duties to God, to themselves, and
their neighbors.”

DOJ Teacher Workshop on the Religious Dimension of Education
in a Catholic School.

“From the first moment a student sets foot into a Catholic
school, he or she ought to have the impression of entering a
new environment, one illuminated by the light of faith,
and having its own unique characteristics.”

All Saints Catholic Academy, Naperville

All of our schools have SmartBoards
that enable students and teachers to
engage in technology while learning
various lessons.
St. Francis High School, Wheaton

{ SAMPLE OF ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE }

Many schools have access to
Chromebooks and have mobile
computer labs that travel from
classroom to classroom.
St. Michael, Wheaton

ACADEMIC
CONTESTS

DRAMA

ECOLOGY CLUB

BAND

BASKETBALL

MATH CLUB

WRITING CLUB

VOLLEYBALL

CHESS CLUB

DANCE

TRACK AND FIELD

FINE ARTS

CHEERLEADING

YEARBOOK

CROSS-COUNTRY

SCOUTS

Montini High School
Immaculate Conception, Elmhurst

READING

19%

29%

MATH

14%

52%

ASCA

8 %
55

31%

%

42%

92%

■ Exceed Estimated Growth
■ Meet Estimated Growth
■ Do Not Meet Estimated Growth

50%

■ Exceed Estimated Growth
■ Meet Estimated Growth
■ Do Not Meet Estimated Growth

of seventh grade students exceed
or meet estimated growth in Reading,
English Language Arts and Math.

(L to R) Rev. Rothfuchs, Ms. Scheffler, Rev. Belmonte

■ Exceed Estimated Growth
■ Meet Estimated Growth
■ Do Not Meet Estimated Growth

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL MODELS A
CULTURE OF DISCIPLESHIP AND
AWARD-WINNING EXCELLENCE

JOLIET DIOCESAN SCHOOL MEAN PERCENTILE SCORES
IOWA ASSESSMENTS — FALL 2015
The mean percentile is the score of the average student in the Diocese of Joliet.
The average student in the nation scores at the 50th percentile. The mean percentile*
scores for grades 3, 5 and 7 are listed below.
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Lynn Scheffler, principal of St. Joseph in
Lockport and Father Gregory Rothfuchs,
the pastor of St. Joseph were nationally
recognized for their contributions to
Catholic education at the National
Catholic Education Association Conference
(NCEA). Scheffler was one of 32 educators
from across the country to be honored and
one of only eight principals selected to
receive the Lead, Learn, Proclaim Award.
In addition, Rothfuchs was awarded the
Distinguished Pastor Award from the
NCEA. Just last year, Rothfuchs was one
of 12 pastors — out of 5,000 Catholic
school pastors across the country — to
receive this honor. Both Rothfuchs and
Scheffler say that the awards go hand in
hand, the leadership of the church and
school — working together — has resulted
of success
74in an
79atmosphere
50 62
62 that
69 empowers
and inspires students.
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NATIONALLY ACCREDITED BY A dvancED
The 46 elementary schools and one diocesan-sponsored high school in the
Diocese of Joliet have been accredited by AdvancED, the largest accreditation
agency in the world. Our schools also align with the National Standards
and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools
(National Catholic Standards). The National Catholic Standards give the
entire Catholic community a common framework of Catholic Identity and an
agreed-upon criteria for Catholic School excellence.
CATEGORY

DIOCESE OF
JOLIET SCORE

ILLINOIS
AVERAGE

INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK AVERAGE

Overall Score

308.5

258

278.34

Teaching and Learning

291.43

248

268.94

Leadership Capacity

343.3

272

292.64

Resource Utilization

298.75

267

283.86

Our network of schools undertook a three-year accreditation process and scored above
the norm in every category involved when compared to 30,000 schools in 70 countries.

SUSTAINED BY GOSPEL WITNESS
What our teachers do and how they act is more significant
than what they say — inside and outside the classroom.
This is how the Church evangelizes. Therefore, each teacher
is committed to the Church and to living his or her sacramental
life as a witness of God’s love.
Several middle school teachers worked with Rev. John
Belmonte, S.J., Ph.D., Diocese of Joliet Superintendent, to
develop a diocesan-wide devotional program. This annual
event covering 15 weeks includes prayer exercises, in-class
projects and catechesis. For the 2015–2016 school year, the
devotional project was entitled “Immersed in Saving Grace:
Renewal of Catholic School Culture.”

HERE I A M, LORD VOCATIONS
AND DISCIPLESHIP CONFERENCE
Middle school teachers accompanied approximately 1,543
7th and 8th graders from 33 elementary Catholic schools to
the Here I Am, Lord Vocations and Discipleship Conference to
hear engaging talks, along with music, Eucharistic Adoration,
confession, Catholic trivia and a vocations fair attended by
26 religious communities. The conference was hosted at
St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church and School.

Students attending the Here I Am, Lord Vocations Conference

K– 8 ELEMENTA RY SC HOOL S FISC AL YE A R 2015 –2016
CONSOLIDATED ACTUAL

PER STUDENT

$75,169,710

$5,875

Tuition & Fees

$52,317,074

$4,089

Local Fundraising

$5,800,052

$453

Parish Subsidy

$13,995,327

$1,094

Other Revenue

$2,780,971

$217

TOTAL REVENUE

$74,893,424

$5,853

Operating Expenses for
Catholic Schools
REVENUE SOURCES

Total = tuition and fees; fundraising, parish involvement, other revenue

Religious participant at the Here I Am
Lord Vocations Conference

THE BENEFITS OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION

BY THE NUMBERS
Our gifted teachers help students excel because we not only guide them along their faith journey,
but we also prepare them well academically. The numbers prove the results.

Elementary Schools

14,579
Students

$145
MILLION

College scholarships
offered to our seniors in
the Class of 2016

876

Teachers

1:16

Average elementary class size

$2,069,300

5,112

Scholarships and grants awarded
to 1,540 elementary students in
the Diocese of Joliet (DOJ)

358

$1,343

4-year Graduation Rate
at DOJ Schools

86%

HIGH Schools

Average scholarship equals:

99.99%
4-year Graduation Rate
at Illinois Public Schools

Students

Teachers

1:14

Average high school class size

24

20.8

Average ACT in
Joliet Diocese Schools

Average ACT in
Illinois Public Schools

99.57%

of DOJ graduates successfully
pursue higher education

