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Visiting Catholic schools is one of the most enjoyable
parts of my job as bishop. I revel in the sense of purpose and positive atmospheres that I find, as well as the
opportunity to do a little teaching myself. For years,
Catholic schools have formed young people to follow
Christ as members of His Church and society. They
partner with parents and parishes to create a consistent
environment of faith. They help integrate people from
disparate backgrounds into the one body of Christ.
Jesus is
the way, the
truth, and
the life. He
came to set
people free
from sin and
eternal emptiness. More
than ever,
our society
and Church require disciples of Jesus who are well
formed, catechized, and committed to be the light of
the world, and our Catholic schools are at the center
of this evangelization of our children.

I am pleased to share with you the 2012–2013 Catholic Schools’ Annual Report
that highlights the core values in Catholic education in the Diocese of Joliet,
where We Teach More.
In an Angelus message this summer, Pope Francis captured the essence of
our mission in Catholic education. He said, “The encounter with the living Christ
in His great family, which is the Church, fills hearts with joy, for it fills them with
true life, with a profound goodness that endures.” Encounter with Christ in the
Church is at the heart of the mission that we share in Catholic education. The
values that we emphasize every day in every school across the diocese give form to
our encounter with Christ. Foremost among what we value is that dedicated Catholic
educators incorporate faith into our classrooms, no matter what the subject. Our
students learn in a nurturing environment where high expectations find balance with
love and respect. Knowing the sacrifices that parents make to send their children to
Catholic school, we value the collaboration with families that happens through open
and candid communication. We also hold our administrators, teachers, and students
to a higher standard and expect them to exemplify the life of Christ both inside and
outside of the classroom. Lastly, we constantly look ahead to ensure that our schools
remain vibrant so that they continue to form disciples of Christ. The result of what
we value is evident every time one visits our schools: in the joy-filled hearts of
students and the profound and enduring goodness that Catholic education brings.
We are delighted that parents of more than 22,000 students in grades from pre-K
to 12 have chosen to embrace the core values of Catholic education for their children.
After all, our core Catholic values unite us, from the office to the farthest corners
of the playground. In the labs, on the playing field, in the lunch line, and in the
classroom … this is who we are and why we are here.

CORE VALUES
IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Our core Catholic values unite us, from the office to the farthest corners of the playground.
In the labs, on the playing field, in the lunch line, and in the classroom …
this is who we are and why we are here.
INCORPOR ATING
FAITH INTO THE
CLASSROOM

BALANCING CHALLENGING COURSES
WITH A NURTURING ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCE TEACHERS

While our courses are very challenging, many of our schools provide
resource teachers to help students
who may need a little assistance.

CAUSE OF OUR JOY —
M ARIAN DEVOTION PROJECT

To promote devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, all of our elementary school
students participated in the Marian
Devotion Project, a 15-week program that
included in-class projects and curriculum.

“Through the resource teaching
experience, I’m able to provide
extra instruction in a small group
setting during the school day for
those students struggling with mastery
of concepts, who need and deserve
extra attention. It’s rewarding to see
‘the light bulb go on’ for a student
and, as a result, confidence builds as
that student attains and realizes his
or her God-given potential.”
— Jacqui Snyder, All Saints Catholic Academy, Naperville

85%

of elementary schools offer tailored instruction, comprehensive monitoring
of students’ progress, and customized curriculum for identified students

JOLIET DIOCESAN SCHOOL PERCENTILE SCORES

In most cases, our students celebrate
Mass together as a school body at least
once a week.
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COLLABOR ATING WITH FAMILIES
BEFORE AND AFTERCARE

In many cases, it is a sacrifice to send children to Catholic school. Therefore,
many families have two working parents and take advantage of the beforeand after-school care provided by many of our schools.

“Extended day at Maternity
has allowed my husband
and me to continue to
work knowing our children
are safe. The extended day
at Maternity is dependable;
the staff is friendly and
student centered. Jackson
and Max both enjoy going to extended day and
have made several friends
outside of their classrooms.
We appreciate all that the
extended-day program
does for our family.”
— Phil and Anna Kirchner, Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bourbonnais
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HOLDING EACH
OTHER TO A HIGHER
STANDARD

Average
elementary
class size

Students

Teachers

1:14

Average high
school class size

“People who work for the Catholic schools
prepare us for heaven.” — 6th grader

25.3

Father Bill Vagenas and friends
from St. Michael, Wheaton

64,000

95,000

service hours provided by
Diocese of Joliet elementary
school students*

service hours provided by
Diocese of Joliet high school
students*

Average ACT in
Joliet Diocese Schools

20.6
Average ACT in
Illinois Public Schools

$1,875,015

Scholarships and grants awarded to
1,604 elementary students in the
Diocese of Joliet (DOJ)

67

338

Average scholarship = $1,170

National Merit
Commended Students

Illinois State Scholars

14% of scholarship
applicants are below poverty level

*each clock represents 50,000 hours

LOOKING AHEAD
HOLY FA MILY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL,
BENSENVILLE, NAMED “THE TECHNOLOGY
SCHOOL OF THE YEAR”

$75

“We work tirelessly to make technology and
technology integration a priority. Our students
are motivated and engaged through increased use
of SMART Boards and iPads in the classrooms.”

MILLION

— Corie Alimento, Principal

College scholarships
awarded to our seniors in
the Class of 2012

80%
of schools have mobile
devices, including iPads,
laptops, HP Chromebooks,
etc., in addition to
traditional computer labs

100 %
of schools have Internet
access and at least
one, if not multiple,
SMART Boards

STUDENTS AS
YOUNG AS
PRESCHOOL
have the opportunity
to use iPads to assist
with their learning

ELEMENTA RY SC HOOL S F Y 2012 –2013

CONSOLIDATED ACTUAL

PER STUDENT

$77,868,265

$5,334

Tuition & Fees

$55,649,001

$3,812

Local Fundraising

$4,976,523

$341

Parish Investment

$14,386,822

$985

Other Revenue

$3,083,955

$211

TOTAL

$78,096,301

$5,349

Cost of Education
REVENUE SOURCES

99%

of graduates attend a
four-year college
or university

BENEFITS OF
CATHOLIC EDUCATION
LEAR N MORE
BE TREATED AS AN INDIVIDUAL
M AKE THE RIGHT CHOICES
STUDY WITH GREAT TEACHERS

Total = tuition and fees; fundraising, parish involvement, other revenue

DISCOVER YOUR TALENTS
ACHIEVE AHEAD OF YOUR PEERS

to find out more about what each
core value means, please visit
www.weteachmore.org

BELONG TO SOMETHING BIGGER
CHANGE THE WORLD

