Diocese of Jolie t 2013 –2014 Annual Rep ort

Achieve Ahead of Your Peers
The investment in a Catholic education pays off in many ways, including
students’ achievements in college entrance exams and scholarships.

39
3 out of 4
of the 255 Illinois State Scholars in 2014 attended a Catholic
elementary school in the Diocese of Joliet

students were National
Merit Recommended Students

A Catholic Education

We Teach More
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100%

One of our high school students achieved
a perfect ACT score

Belong to Something Bigger

Celebr ating Lifelong Learning

As the students grow, they also begin to find new meaning in life through the
moral foundation of the Catholic Church, and to understand that they belong
to something bigger — and infinitely higher — than themselves.
From a fourth grader at St. Matthew:

The academics speak for themselves,

“My Catholic education is important to me because I get to receive
the bread of life and learn the miracles of Jesus.”

but the benefits of a Catholic education exist

BENEFITS of
Catholic Education
Lear n More

beyond A s and Bs. Results are evident in the
Elementary Sc hool s fisc al ye ar 2013 –2014

joy-filled hearts of the students and the
Consolidated Actual

Investment in
Catholic Education

PER STUDENT

contributions they make — contributions that
$80,982,995

$5,704

Tuition & Fees

$57,874,961

$4,076

Local Fundraising

$5,176,129

$365

Parish Investment

$14,962,294

$1,053

Other Revenue

$3,207,313

$226

TOTAL

$81,220,153

$5,720

Revenue Sources

Total = tuition and fees; fundraising, parish involvement, other revenue
Financials are projections based on the 2011–2012 and 2012–2013 numbers.
For actual numbers, contact the Catholic Schools Office after December 31, 2014.

400,000

hours of religious instruction per year, with
students attending Mass at least weekly*

Be Treated As An Individual
M ake The Right Choices

strengthen our families and communities,

Study With Great Teachers

today and in the future.

Discover Your Talents
Achieve Ahead Of Your Peers
Belong To Something Bigger

*each clock represents 50,000 hours
Change The World

BENEFITS

The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon

On Strengthening Catholic Education

OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
Change the World

Discover Your Talents

From Bensenville to Kankakee, our schools empower our
students with the knowledge, self-confidence and moral
compass to become leaders who change the world — one
idea, one person and one conversation at a time.

We believe that the more extracurricular experiences
that children have, the more likely they are to discover
talents that help them become engaged and well-rounded
individuals.

The face of Catholic education has changed
dramatically in the last 40 years — changes including
the reduction of religious personnel in our schools, increased costs
to educate and secularization.
In light of these changes, and in order to strengthen Catholic
schools, we need to recommit ourselves to the mission of Catholic
education. That means promoting religious vocations, providing
more intense formation for lay staff, helping parents and students
understand and subscribe to the mission, and making discipleship
the true focus of everything in our schools.
We also need to increase the number of Catholic children enrolled

in Catholic schools, in part by helping
parents appreciate the great act of love
shown when providing a Catholic education. But even with that appreciation,
many families cannot afford the full
tuition. Our diocese’s Catholic Education
Foundation generates funds for tuition
grants. It is important that everyone
supports this enterprise — because every
child who receives a Catholic education
benefits the whole church everywhere.

Rev. John Belmonte, S.J., Ph.D., Diocesan Superintendent of Catholic Schools

On Investing in the Future of our Catholic Schools

{ Sample of Activities Available }

65,300

118,000

service hours provided by Diocese of
Joliet elementary school students*

service hours provided by Diocese
of Joliet high school students*

Academic Contests

Dance

Math Club

Cheerleading

Chess Club

Scouts

Fine Arts

Ecology Club

Yearbook

Basketball

Drama

Volleyball

Band

Track and Field

Writing Club

Cross-Country

I am pleased to share with you this year’s Catholic
Schools’ Annual Report that highlights the benefits of
a Catholic education in the Diocese of Joliet, where We Teach More.
Our 22,000 students in grades pre-K through 12 can attest to
that fact. Their freedom to have conversations about faith, life, values
and our Catholic heritage creates an extraordinary opportunity for
our schools to teach more.
In order to ensure the vitality of our 62 schools for generations
to come, we are investing in them by requiring third-party accreditation for all schools and by providing principals with an opportunity
to grow in their profession so they become better Catholic educators.
To align our elementary schools with the National Standards and
Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools
(National Catholic Standards), all of our schools are undergoing an
accreditation process through AdvancED, the world’s largest educational accrediting agency. This two-year process, which began in the

fall of 2013 and will conclude in the fall of 2015, will ensure consistent
quality in our elementary schools. Each year, schools will collect and
analyze data, set goals, plan, implement and evaluate their efforts.
Additionally, a select group of school leaders, including one
pastor, several elementary school principals and the superintendent, are
participating in the Catholic Leadership 360 program. The 360degree assessments provide feedback on leadership competencies and
behaviors deemed important for success in the roles of lay leaders
or priests. Select stakeholders complete surveys and, based on input,
each participant engages in a confidential feedback session with a
certified facilitator. The facilitator reviews and interprets their feedback
report to create an individual development plan for sustained growth.
As we continue to teach more in our Catholic schools so that
our children can learn to be disciples of Christ, it’s important that
we take steps to ensure that our Catholic schools remain vibrant,
faith-filled institutions.

*each clock represents 50,000 hours

Make the Right Choices

Learn More

It takes character to make the right choices — inside and outside
the classroom — and our students develop that character based
on the teachings of Christ.

A full seventy-nine percent of seventh graders meet or exceed
expectations for growth in reading, and 89% meet or exceed
expectations for growth in math.

81%

of our elementary students

90 %

of our high schoolers

participate in at least one extracurricular activity

Be Treated As An Individual

Advice from an eighth-grade student to a fifth grader at St. Mary Nativity

“You are at the age where you are going to have to make life-changing
decisions on your own. You must remember to pick the right group
of friends that will steer you on the right path … God wants you to
enjoy your life here in the physical world, but you should be striving
and longing for everlasting joy and life with God when the time is
right. Make the right choices, so you can be with God in heaven.”

We respect that each student
learns differently, so we collaborate
with one another to maximize that
child’s chance of success.

READING

MATH

11%

20 %

27%

Study With Great Teachers

52%

30%

59%

86%

of our elementary schools
offer customized instructional
plans that are tailored for
specific students

From a parent of a child at All Saints Catholic Academy:

■ Exceeds Estimated Growth
■ Meets Estimated Growth
■ Does Not Meet Estimated Growth

■ Exceeds Estimated Growth
■ Meets Estimated Growth
■ Does Not Meet Estimated Growth

“My oldest daughter is shy. Her third-grade teacher made sure that
a few of my daughter’s friends were placed in her fourth-grade
class. She felt comfortable there and has flourished into a confident
young girl.”

