Called
to the

Priesthood

Happy Father’s Day!
Plus: St. Irene School inspires vocation awareness | The Diocese of Joliet Is Suing to Get HHS Mandate Overturned
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From the Bishop

eñor, no me reprendas cionalmente a la creación de ambientes
seguros para niños y adultos vulnerables.
en tu enojo.
Al mismo tiempo, casi todos ellos se
Mis llagas supuran y sienten disminuidos por lo que han hecho
sus pares y se preguntan cómo estarán
están fétidas.
Ando agobiado y encorvado, siendo percibidos por otras personas.
El resto de los miembros de la Iglesia
Camino afligido todo el día.
no han sido directamente afectados por el

Crime and Punishment

L

ord, punish me
no more in your
anger.
Foul and
festering are my sores.
I am stooped and deeply
bowed;
All day I go about mourning.
These words of Psalm 38 capture
how I feel most days about the scandal
of child abuse in the Church. They
probably express how many Catholics
feel about it. Its shame and sorrow
weigh on us.
I started listening to the stories of
victims more than 20 years ago as an
official of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
My first meeting, as a bishop-elect,
with the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops was in Dallas in
June, 2002, when the “Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young
People” was hammered out, after the
U.S. Church had been hammered by the
horrible news coming from Boston and
elsewhere. Today I chair the bishops’
Committee on the Protection of Children
and Young People. The sense of
responsibility for dealing with the issue is
never far from my mind and heart.
That is minor compared with those
who have been abused. The extent of
harm done to them is hard to fathom.
So often, even they do not comprehend
it, or most of it, until much later in life.
Some of them, by God’s grace and the
help of professionals, family and friends
make progress toward healing and
wholeness. Others keep struggling. The
same is true of their family members.
Some offenders have acknowledged
their guilt and taken steps to guard
against further abuse. Others live in
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denial and remain angry with their
accusers.
Priests who have not offended
accept the gravity of the situation and
contribute personally and institutionally
to creating a safe environment for
children and vulnerable adults. At the
same time, almost all of them feel a
diminishment because of what their
peers have done and wonder how they
themselves are perceived by other
people.
The rest of the Church’s members
have been less directly affected
perhaps by the abuse, but they have
not escaped its damage. From what I
can tell – and various surveys confirm
it – their attitudes cover a wide range.
Clearly, though, there is still substantial
anger and hurt.
As a pastor, I keep asking myself this
question: “Is there anything that can be
done to bring about a general healing of
the Church?” Lord, punish us no more.
So much has been accomplished
since Dallas and the “Charter.”
We do better at listening to victim/
survivors of abuse and supporting
them in their process of healing. We
require a more extensive background
review of prospective seminarians and
do a much more thorough job with
their personal formation while in the
seminary. All other adults who work
regularly with minors are checked, as
well, and receive training to provide
safe environments for young people.
As a result, thousands of people across
the country have been barred from
access to children in our churches and
schools. Abuse allegations are reported
promptly to civil authorities. Dioceses
have review boards to provide advice
about policies and cases, and they
undergo annual, external audits of their
compliance with the Charter.
Yet, all of that is not enough to

resolve the bitterness, skepticism and
confusion that so many people still
experience. They continue to ask how
priests could betray their solemn trust.
They wonder how some bishops could
have failed to handle cases in a way
that put the safety of children first, and
why those bishops have not been held
to account. They refuse to believe that
anything has really changed.
Thus, there is no easy answer to my
question about general healing for the
Church. The wound is so deep. Part of
the answer is continued commitment
to the provisions of the Charter and
the spirit behind it. Part of the answer
is time. Part of the answer is prayer.
The 10th anniversary of the
“Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People” occurs this month.
To mark the anniversary, each parish
in the Diocese of Joliet will hold a
Holy Hour devoted to prayer for
reconciliation and recommitment to
the protection of children on June 10,
the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi).
Our Lord gave us the Eucharist
as the living memorial of His saving
death and resurrection. Ultimately
only He can bring real healing to the
Church, which is His body, and to
each of its hurting members. So I
encourage you to participate in the
Holy Hour in your parish – no matter
how you feel.
Psalm 38 ends this way:
My God, be not far from me.
Come quickly to help me,
my Lord and my salvation.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Diocese of Joliet
Christ is our Hope
June 2012

Estas palabras del Salmo 38, expresan
lo que casi todos los días siento sobre
el escándalo de abuso a menores en la
Iglesia. Estas palabras probablemente expresen también lo que muchos católicos
sienten al respecto. Su vergüenza y dolor
pesa sobre nosotros.
Empecé a escuchar las historias de las víctimas más de 20
años atrás, cuando trabajaba
en la Arquidiócesis de Cincinati. Mi primera reunión como
obispo electo en la Conferencia
de Obispos Católicos de los
Estados Unidos fue en Dallas en junio de 2002. Fue allá
que se redactó la “Declaración
para la Protección de Niños
y Jóvenes,” después de la
horrible noticia que vino de
Boston y de otro lugares y que,
golpearon a la Iglesia en los
Estados Unidos. Hoy presido la Comisión
Episcopal para la Protección de Niños y
Jóvenes. El sentido de responsabilidad
para tratar este tema está muy cerca de
mi mente y de mi corazón.
Eso es menos en comparación a todos
aquellos que han sido objeto de abusos.
Es difícil comprender el grado de daño
causado. Muy a menudo, aún ellos no
lo comprenden, o la mayor parte de
ellos, sino hasta más tarde en la vida.
Algunos de ellos, por la gracia de Dios
y la ayuda de profesionales, familiares y
amigos, avanzan hacia la sanación y la
comprensión de lo ocurrido. Otros siguen
luchando. Lo mismo puede decirse de los
miembros de su familia.
Algunos acusados, han reconocido su
culpa y se ha tomado medidas para evitar
nuevos abusos. Otros, viven negando la
acusación y se mantienen enojados con
sus acusadores.
Los sacerdotes que no han ofendido a
nadie, aceptan la gravedad de la situación y contribuyen personal e institu-

abuso, pero ellos no se escapan del daño
causado. De lo que yo puedo decir – y
varias encuestas lo confirman – es que
esos comportamientos abarcan un gran
rango. Es evidente, sin embargo, que todavía hay una rabia sustancial y dolorosa.
Como pastor, me hago esta pregunta
constantemente: “¿Hay algo que se pueda

hacer para conseguir una sanación general de la Iglesia?” Señor, no nos reprendas más.
Mucho se ha realizado desde la reunión
en Dallas y de la “Declaración para la
Protección de Niños y Jóvenes.” Hacemos lo mejor al escuchar a las victimas/
sobrevivientes de abuso y al apoyarlos en
su proceso de sanación. Requerimos una
mayor y profunda revisión del historial de
los futuros seminaristas y realizamos un
mejor trabajo en su formación personal
mientras están en el seminario. También,
todos los demás adultos que trabajan
regularmente con menores deben ser
revisados y reciben entrenamiento para
proveer un ambiente seguro para los
jóvenes. Como resultado, miles de personas a través del país han sido excluidos
del acceso a los niños en nuestras parroquias y escuelas. Acusaciones de abuso
son comunicados inmediatamente a las
autoridades civiles. Las diócesis tienen reuniones para ofrecer asesoramiento sobre
las reglas, casos y se someten a auditorías

tanto anuales como externas para ver si
se está cumpliendo con lo que expresa la
Declaratoria de Dallas.
Sin embargo, todo eso no es suficiente
para resolver la amargura, el escepticismo
y la confusión que mucha gente todavía
experimenta. Ellos siguen preguntando
cómo es posible que los sacerdotes
traicionen su solemne confianza. Se
preguntan cómo es posible que algunos
obispos hayan manejado estas situaciones
sin poner la seguridad de los niños en
primer lugar y por qué aquellos obispos
no han rendido cuenta de sus acciones.
Se niegan a creer que algo haya cambiado realmente.
Por lo tanto, no hay una
respuesta fácil a mi pregunta
sobre una sanación general
para la Iglesia. La herida es muy
profunda. Parte de la respuesta
es continuar con los compromisos provistos en la “Declaratoria
de Dallas” y el espíritu detrás
de ella. Parte de la respuesta es
tiempo. Parte de la respuesta es
oración.
La “Declaración para la
Protección de Niños y Jóvenes”
cumplirá su décimo aniversario
en este mes. Para conmemorar
esta fecha, cada parroquia en la
Diócesis de Joliet tendrá una Hora Santa,
dedicada a la oración por la reconciliación
y la renovación del compromiso en la
protección a los niños. Esto será el 10
de junio en la Solemnidad del Santísimo
Cuerpo y Sangre de Cristo (“Corpus
Christi”).
Nuestro Señor nos dio la Eucaristía
como memorial vivo de su muerte y
resurrección. Al final, solo él puede traer a
la Iglesia, que es su cuerpo, la verdadera
sanación, y a cada uno de sus miembros
que sufren. Así que los animo a participar
en la Hora Santa en su parroquia.
El Salmo 38 termina de esta forma:
¡Mi Dios, no te alejes de mí!
¡Ven pronto a socorrerme,
oh Señor, mi Salvador!
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Diócesis de Joliet
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
junio 2012
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Local News
Bishop Conlon Announces Plans
for the Blanchette Catholic Center
The Diocese of Joliet has come to an agreement to sell the St.
Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center in Romeoville to Lewis University, while at the same time announcing it has purchased a neveroccupied property in Crest Hill to relocate its staff from three separate sites – the St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center, the Chancery
and the Diocesan Tribunal in Joliet – into one location, said Doug
Delaney, the executive assistant to Bishop R. Daniel Conlon.
Lewis University first expressed its interest in the adjoining
diocesan property 18 years ago. Both former Bishops Joseph L.
Imesch and J. Peter Sartain commissioned studies to determine
the feasibility of consolidating all diocesan offices at the Romeoville site; both studies deemed this plan impractical.
“We are very blessed to have the opportunity to sell the St.
Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center to Lewis University,” said Bishop Conlon, “and we are equally blessed to have found a suitable
property to move all of the Curia staff under one roof. It will make
collaborating and working together much easier. I know change is
always difficult, but this is a positive move that will help us in our
mission to spread the Gospel.”
“With the addition of about 25,000-square-feet, this new
building is spacious enough to house our entire staff,” Delaney
said. “It is expected that the move to the new location in Crest Hill
will take place a year or so from now.”
The St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral Center was built as a high
school and college seminary, but the diocese later converted it into
a center that housed diocesan agencies and some Curia staff members, along with being a place for retreats and religious classes.
Meanwhile, the Chancery Building on Summit Street in Joliet
houses the office of the Bishop, the Auxiliary Bishop, administrative staff and finance offices. The Diocesan Tribunal is housed in
a building on Bridge Street nearby. No decision has been made
regarding future uses of the Chancery and Tribunal buildings.
Locations were considered in Joliet to house the entire staff,
but then the new property became available in Crest Hill. “It is
expected that the cost for the new location will not exceed the
proceeds from the Pastoral Center and the other buildings,” said
Bishop Conlon. “We had hoped to stay in Joliet, but we also have
to be good stewards, and the purchase of this new building in
Crest Hill was just too good to pass up. Totally new construction
in rehabbing an old building would have cost much more.”
Meanwhile, Lewis University will use the St. Charles Borromeo
Pastoral Center as a place for classes and to house students.
Bishop Conlon stated that he is pleased that the former seminary will be used to educate students at a fine Catholic University.
“We will miss being located in Romeoville and Joliet, but we are
happy that we will be under one roof in a terrific new location.”
Bishop Conlon said.

St. Petronille Parishioners and Knights of Columbus Help Catholic School in Chicago
Ken Marz, a parishioner at St. Petronille in Glen Ellyn, and his
wife graduated from Maternity BVM in the West Humboldt Park
area of Chicago. About a year ago they attended a 100-year anni-
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Earth Day
St. Michael Catholic School in Wheaton recently earned an Earth
Flag, which represents the school’s commitment to conservation
through education and action. The school’s Green Club and an
organization called School and Community Assistance for Recycling
and Composting Education (SCARCE) teamed together to organize
activities to conserve and recycle and educate others on the importance of preserving the earth’s resources. Holding the flag, from left to
right, are Marcy Gainer, parent and Green Club co-chairperson; Kay
McKeen, SCARCE founder; Barb Finn, assistant to DuPage Council
chairman; and Joey Mohan, parent and Green Club co-chairperson.
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versary celebration at Maternity BVM Church. During a tour of the school,
which has survived, despite Catholic schools around them closing, the
couple noticed that a library did not exist. So over the course of the last
year, they collected more than 3,000 books through donations from suburban libraries and a St. Petronille book drive, which included help from the
Knights of Columbus of St. Petronille Parish Council #5516 and the Romeo
Bishop Blanchette Assembly #3044. Marz, who is a member of the Knights
of Columbus, said his daughter, Julie Marz-Wood, a school architect, has
joined the effort to help. She volunteered her time to work with the 7th and
8th graders of the school to design the library layout design, he said. “This is
a good story about ‘people helping people,’ ” Marz said. “It is a story about
an inner-city grammar school not willing to give up and about friends like
the Knights of Columbus who are coming to their aid.”
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Father Robert Pietras Dies
Father Robert Pietras died on May 18. He was 76.
Robert Edmund Pietras was born to Edmund Pietras and Irene Chelminski Pietras on April 28, 1936, in Chicago and was baptized at Good Shepherd Church in Chicago on May 14, 1936. Having attended the parish elementary school, he studied at Quigley Prep and Holy Trinity High School.
Afterwards, he spent two years at St. Bede College in Peru, then completed
his studies at St. Procopius Seminary in Lisle.
Following ordination to the priesthood on May 26, 1962, by Bishop Martin D. McNamara at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet, Father Pietras
was assigned to the Cathedral. Subsequent assignments as parochial vicar
were at St. Patrick Parish in Joliet (1967) and St. Joseph Parish in Lockport
(1969). Father Pietras was named pastor of St. Alexis Parish in Bensenville
(1974), then of Assumption Parish in Ashkum and St. Joseph Parish in
Crescent City (1985), and finally of Divine Savior Parish in Downers Grove
(1988). In 2009, Father Pietras retired and took up residence at St. John
Vianney Villa in Naperville.
Father Pietras was diocesan Master of Ceremonies from 1963 to 1969.
For approximately two years, he served on a part-time basis at the DiocContinued on page 30
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yourlife
Work Life

I don’t want to recommend
him for a job

Q

A friend gave me his resume to pass
along to my boss, and it’s overinflated –
in fact, there are downright falsehoods
on it. He’s already sent this out to other
employers – should I confront him?

Friendship The best form of
friendship helps each person
become better. These types
are marked by mutual love and
honesty. Make up your mind.
What kind of friendship do you
really want?

Should our daughter
compete in beauty pageants?

Jim Berlucchi is an educator,
executive coach, speaker and
author, Jim Berlucchi is the Executive Director of the Spitzer
Center, whose mission is to
build cultures of evangelization
(www.spitzercenter.org).
whom we dwell, unless at times,
for some reason, it be necessary to displease them for some
good purpose.”
Do you have a good purpose? Then don’t think of it as
confrontation. Think of it as help.
You’ll be much more likely to talk
with him. And, depending how
skillfully you handle it, you might
not even displease him. Tell him
you want to improve his resume
before passing it on. And you
really do. Review it together,
line by line. Where might it be
stronger and more precise? Ask
good probing questions, not to
nail him on a falsehood, but to
clarify his real accomplishments
and talents.
When an inflated claim gets
exposed, it’s an opportunity. Ask
him what it would take to actually achieve that kind of claim.
How good would it feel? What
concrete steps can he take –
more education, working harder,
making an action plan, etc.?
In other words, help him with
his own self efficacy – or earned
confidence that comes from real
achievement. Facts are infinitely
better than fantasies. Go deeper
than the resume. Help him with
what really counts – his life and
a better future.

Q

My wife wants our
6-year-old daughter
to compete in beauty
pageants, but I don’t
think that it is a good
idea. Is this a good experience
for young girls?

often mimic the sexy looks that are dominant in the adult world of fashion mimics
the overt sexuality of high fashion.
When little girls play dress up and put
on pretend makeup, the experience is
under their own control. This is far from
the sultry look that some girls display
during contests.

South Carolina governor
Nikki Hayley recalled her
childhood participation in the
Wee Miss Bamberg beauty
pageant. She was given a consolation
prize and told that she couldn’t compete
because they had a white queen and a
black queen, and since she was of Indian
ancestry, there was no category for her.
Although this is an extreme example,
in the world of beauty pageants, adult
values that may be incomprehensible to a
child are imposed during the evaluations
of the girls.

Choosing activities. Your wife wants
your daughter to enter the pageant culture. This can be time consuming. Given
the limited number of activities that your
daughter can actively participate in, what
will be given up?
The relationships can focus on mutual
support rather than competition. This can
be a time to encourage your daughter
to explore different talents rather
than trying to develop a talent that
will impress judges in a contest.

a

Sexualization of girls. One of the
concerns about beauty pageants is the
focus on physical appearance, especially
the adoption of adult standards of beauty.
The makeup and clothing of young girls

Prayerfully consider your decision.
What direction for
your daughter’s life
would bring her closer

to God? Take time to discern the best
direction for your family.
“You formed my inmost being;
you knit me in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, because I am wonderfully
made; wonderful are your works!
My very self you know.
My bones are not hidden from you,
When I was being made in secret,
fashioned in the depths of
the earth. Your eyes saw me
unformed;
in your book all are
written down;
my days were shaped,
before one came to be.”

Dr. Cathleen McGreal is a psychology professor and certified spiritual director.

I really don’t like my father;
I want to change my last name
I had a really bad relationship with my father. Now
that I am an adult, I want to change my last name. Is
that wrong of me?
Your last name has both a
literal and emotional meaning. It sounds like you are
facing difficulty with the latter.
Your desire to change your
last name could be due to
your effort to differentiate
yourself from your father
and/or your family of origin.

(Psalm 139:13-16)

Differentiation of self is a
healthy step in personality
development and refers to
one’s ability to separate one’s
own intellectual and emotional functioning from that of the
family, more specifically from
the parental figures.
But you can do this without

changing your last name. You
don’t have to let one person’s
negative behavior define the
meaning of this name for
you. You can bring a new,
positive meaning to your last
name – one that is based on
your own behavior.
Remember that Psalm
139 tells us before we
belonged to anyone we were
fashioned by God. He has
called you by your name.

Conflict Resolution

S. Kendrick

Confrontation It’s a thought
that churns the stomach, so we
avoid it like the plague. We like
things pleasant. As St. Thomas
Aquinas wrote, “We behave
pleasantly to those among
Christ is our Hope / June 2012 / Dioceseofjoliet.org
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 orality
Everyday

T. Gennara

Falsehoods I’ve never seen
a resume that doesn’t glow.
The sheer omission of a hint of
fallibility is a kind of falsehood.
Resumes brim with exaggerated descriptors – “resourceful,
creative, team player, visionary, pro-active, etc., etc.” If
employers hired on the basis
of resumes, we’d have zero
unemployment.
Imagine going to confession
with a spiritual resume approach? “Commend me Father,
for I’ve not sinned. I’m humble,
righteous, patient, and kiss my
mother most, if not every day.
My penance please?” Your
friend has gone too far, but
give him a break. It’s a resume.
However, if he’s falsified things,
like his education credentials or
lied about previous jobs, you will
need to move to the next step.

6

8 Marriage

You probably
won’t confront
him, because you
haven’t already –
and I’m guessing it’s for one
or more of three reasons:
1. He’s not that good a friend.
2. The falsehoods aren’t that big.
3. You’re thinking ‘confrontation.’

L I F E

Parenting Journey

T. Gennara

My friend lied
on his resume

a

Y O U R

Dr. Gelasia Marquez is a
psychologist and family counselor.

Liturgical calendar: St. Justin, martyr June 1 | Ss. Marcellinus and Peter, martyrs June 2 | Most Holy Trinity June 3 | St. Boniface, bishop and martyr June 5 | St. Norbert, bishop June 6 | St. Ephrem, deacon and doctor of the Church June 9 | Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ June 10 | St. Barnabas, apostle June 11 |
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How To Stop
An Argument
Before It Starts

D

o you and your mate get into the same arguments, again and again? Do you
encounter family members who have the uncanny ability to push your buttons
and get in your face, even though you set out to steer clear of strife? As a
lawyer and couples’ mediator, I have observed the same dumb arguments
ruining relationships. In my book Fight Less, Love More: 5 Minute Conversations to
Change Your Relationship without Blowing Up or Giving In, I share five smart comments
you can rely on to short-circuit an argument.

Here are the top five arguments that
occur in every family, and the smart
responses you can use to reject conflict.

1

The Political Argument:
“You’re wrong. I don’t want that
flip-flopping jerk in the White
House.”

Smart Response:
Don’t defend, just deflect. Say: “That’s
your opinion, and you have a right to
it. But for now, let’s agree to disagree
and just have a good night.” By
stating the obvious and rejecting the
bait you sound wise without adding
fuel to the fire.

2

The Financial Argument:
“We can’t afford that!”

Smart Response:
Focus on facts. Say: “Let’s sit down
and go over the household cash flow.”
Without facts at hand, assumptions
lay the foundation for an onslaught of
disputes. By sharing the math about
your expenses you will know what
you can, and cannot, afford.

3

The Techno-pest Argument:
“You’ve been upstairs for an hour
already. Get off that $%#@&*^
computer!”

Smart Response:
Employ positive criticism. Say: “You
know, I really miss your company.
I like hearing what you have to say.
Will you join me in the living room
for a drink?” If your mate chooses
tech toys over people, don’t complain,
just explain. When phrased with
flattery, you’ll get what you want.

4

The Over-sharing Argument: “I
can’t believe you told your brother
I am unemployed. I wasn’t going to
tell anyone until I find another job.”

Smart Response:
Create a border control. Say: “Before
we go to dinner with your side of the
family, let’s agree on which topics are
private versus public.” Perhaps your
recent health issues and job instability
are things you don’t want anyone to
know. Everyone, even your spouse, has
a different expectation of what is private
versus public. If you expect your mate to
read your mind, you’ve opened the door
to a fight. Avoid potential foot in mouth
moments with a pre-event discussion.

5

The “I Always Do Everything”
Argument: “I have to prepare
the food, watch the kids and greet
all the guests while you’re relaxing
and drinking beer with a few of your
friends in the living room.”

Smart Response:
Ask for what you want. Be specific.
Say, “There are three things I’d like
you to do for our dinner party: 1)
Go to the bakery to pick up the fresh
bread and rolls. 2) When guests
arrive, please greet them and offer
everyone drinks, and 3) When it’s
time to eat, help me bring the food
in and out of the kitchen. Can you
do that?” Research shows that getting
an advance commitment makes the
person more likely to follow through.

Y O U R

Sacrament of Marriage

Grade Your Marriage
Marriage is not a test that you either pass or fail. It’s an
ongoing process of learning about each other and how to
accommodate differences so that both of you can feel satisfied
and grow in love for each other.
Marriage is also not a competition in which one person wins
at the expense of the other. If both spouses are not happy
with a decision, then the marriage suffers since one person’s
happiness cannot be at the expense of the other’s.
In this spirit, we invite you to assess where you are in your
marriage.
• Identify the issues that you agree on and are working
smoothly for you.
• Identify the issues that you disagree on and need to work out
a compromise.
• Identify the issues that you haven’t gotten around to talking
about – but you should.

Since this isn’t a test, but rather a map for you to use for
further discussion, your total is not based on 100 percent. If
your self-ratings on a specific topic are:
8-10: You are quite happy with this aspect of your marriage.
This could be because you are generally an optimistic
person and easy going, or you’ve been very intentional
about working on your marriage.
4-7: You are sliding along in your marriage, perhaps not
paying much attention to it or avoiding areas of conflict. It’s
also possible that you have high expectations and are not an
easy grader.
1-3: You are pretty dissatisfied with this aspect of your
marriage.

All this can add up to a blueprint for deepening your
marriage and helping you reach your full marriage potential.
The following categories can get you started:
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your satisfaction with your marriage
in the areas of:

Another way of assessing whether you need to pay more
attention to certain areas of your marriage is by comparing
answers with your spouse. If your ratings on any given topic
differ by more than three points, you’ll want to discuss why.

1. Shared Values

Finally, if both you and your spouse have total scores of:
100 + Give yourself an A – but don’t get proud or complacent.

2. Commitment to each other
3. Communication Skills
4. Conflict Resolution Skills
5. Intimacy/Sexuality
6. Spirituality/Faith
7. Money Management
8. Appreciation/Affection

With these five smart responses you
can dodge unnecessary conflict so family
times are what they should be – good
times!

L I F E

9. Lifestyle
10. Recreation
11. Decision Making
12. Parenthood

75-99 Give yourself a B – you’re in good shape and can
pinpoint those areas you’ll want to discuss further.
50-74 Give yourself a C – You may have much to discuss or
one of you may be more dissatisfied than the other. Check
it out.
15-49 Looks like trouble. The fact that you have filled out this
self-assessment, however, is a good sign. You haven’t given
up; you want to make your marriage better. Now get to
work on it. See a counselor or attend a program offered by
Retrouvaille. For more information on Retrouvaille, go to
the following site: www.dioceseofjoliet.org/familyministry/
hurting.asp

13. Household chores / gender differences
14. Careers
15. Balancing Time
TOTAL:

Laurie Puhn is a Harvard-educated lawyer, couples’ mediator,
relationship expert, and bestselling author. For more articles
visit www.fightlesslovemore.com.

Used with permission from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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St. Anthony of Padua, priest and doctor of the Church June 13 | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus June 15 | Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary June 16 | St. Romuald, abbot June 19 | St. Aloysius Gonzaga, religious June 21 | St. Thomas More, martyr June 22 | Nativity of St. John the Baptist June 24 |
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the size of a mustard seed potato salad

T

he Lord replied, “If
you had faith like a
mustard seed, you
could say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,’
and it would obey you.” (Luke 17:6)
In listening to that Gospel reading as a kid,
my mind often drifted to, well, exactly how
big is a mustard seed? I imagined it must
be awfully small since Christ was making a
point about how such little faith could do so
much. But I had never seen a mustard tree,
much less a mustard seed.
Then one day, years later, something
happened. I was served a dish with mustard
seeds in it. So that’s what they look like.
Finally, I knew what Christ was thinking of
when He uttered those words. I suddenly felt
more connected with Jesus. I got that same
feeling you might get when you are shown a
keepsake or a photo of a deceased ancestor,
and you find yourself examining something
they once intimately knew and understood.
Well, I have never met anyone who is
able to uproot a mulberry tree with a command, but there certainly are examples of

When is it appropriate
		 to insert a feeding tube?

I

“Treatment” is defined as “the application of remedies to relieve or cure a disease or disorder.” By contrast, food and water,
whether taken by mouth or a feeding tube, are examples of basic
life necessities. Like other necessities, such as warmth and hygiene, they don’t relieve or cure any disease or disorder. Instead,
they prevent problems, and their absence leads to death. From
a practical standpoint, food and water should be considered
ordinary care, not medical treatment.
In their most recent edition of the Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, the USCCB reaffirmed its
position that food and water are to be considered ordinary care,
and not medical treatment:
There should be a presumption in favor of providing nutrition and hydration to all patients, including patients who
require medically assisted nutrition and hydration, as long
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is a burden, whether to himself or to others. This is especially
ironic when, as is often the case in long-term care facilities, people
who can chew and swallow if spoon-fed are sometimes tube-fed
because it is less time-consuming for the caregivers. After months
of this, a person may lose the ability to chew and swallow. This,
then, can present the opportunity (or excuse) to remove food and
water from the patient because the means of delivery are “artificial” and therefore more readily seen as “medical treatment.”
Although food and fluids are rightly considered to be ordinary
care, this is not to say that the non-use or removal of a feeding
tube always is unethical. When a person’s body can no longer
process or assimilate food and water, (i.e., when the food no longer provides nutrition and the water no longer provides hydration), then their removal is permissible.
In a future column, we’ll look at what imminent death means,
and when it is appropriate to remove a feeding tube.
By Jason Negri

T. Gennara

as this is of sufficient benefit to outweigh the burdens
n the field of medical ethics, there are few
involved to the patient.
topics more controversial than the issue of
food and fluids provided by tube-feeding
Really, isn’t this statement just common sense? Food taken
Both the law and many health-care provid- through a tube is no more “medicine” than an aspirin taken orally
ers view tube-feeding as “medical treatis “food.” Furthermore, viewing food and water as medical treatment,” but this needs to be examined more carefully. ment can play into the mentality that anyone receiving any care

Michelle DiFranco is a
designer and the busy mom
of two children.

other people who have achieved miracles
on mere Christian faith. There have been
times in my own life when I have achieved,
or received, the seemingly impossible. And
when those moments occur, when I’ve found
myself looking backwards to recognize that
I’ve overcome terrible odds, overwhelming
resistance, or stifling fear for no other reason
than I had put my faith in God, I again feel a
heightened connection with our Lord.
Perhaps that is part of what Jesus meant
in the Gospel passage. Maybe it’s not about
what feats we accomplish because we have
faith, but more how our faith brings us back
to Him. Because after all, isn’t that what
we are called to do — to know our Lord
as intimately as possible and to become as
connected as we can through our deeds and
our faith? Yes, knowing that God carried
us through because of our faith is perhaps
a greater prize than overcoming whatever it
was He helped us with.
And, by the way, for those of you who
have never seen a mustard seed and might
want to know exactly what Christ was
picturing inside His mind 2,000 years ago,
they can be found in the spice section of any
grocery store. Pick some up. They go great in
the zesty dish I referenced above.

Mustard Seed
Potato Salad

seeds
•S
 alt and pepper to taste

•2
 pounds fingerling potatoes
•1
 red onion, chopped
•¼
 cup extra virgin olive oil
•¼
 cup red wine vinegar
•¼
 cup mayonnaise (or salad
dressing for a sweeter taste)
•¼
 cup chopped dill
•2
 cloves garlic, minced
•2
 tablespoons Dijon mustard
•1
 tablespoon brown mustard

Clean and slice potatoes into
½ inch thick round pieces. Boil
until fork tender. Drain and let
cool completely. Place in a medium to large salad bowl. Add
chopped onion and set aside.
In a small skillet, heat the
mustard seeds on medium
heat until you start to hear them
pop (about a minute). Remove

from heat and set aside. Whisk
together the olive oil, red wine
vinegar, mayonnaise, dill, garlic,
and Dijon mustard.
Pour the dressing over the
potatoes and onion. Add the
toasted mustard seeds and salt
and pepper. Gently toss until
completely coated.
This potato salad can be
prepared a day ahead and
is great served chilled at any
barbeque.
Photography by Philip Shippert
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Ask the Priest
Here are two questions
about the Eucharist:

Q

I am a divorced
Catholic. Some
people have told
			
me that I cannot
receive communion and
others have said I can.
Who is right?

A

Me. Always. And
write that down!
About your
specific question, though,
you may be able to receive
communion. Let’s run
through the policies. First
of all, a Catholic who is divorced and not remarried is
able to receive communion.
It is those who are divorced
and remarried outside of
the Church who are not
permitted.
The reason is because
the host that you receive
– the Body of Christ – is,

Saint of the Month

St. Justin
philosopher
and martyr

Justin Martyr was born at the end of
the 1st Century, in a Roman settlement in
Palestine.
His Greek education led him through
various schools of philosophy and reason.
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among other things, a sign
of our unity with each other,
and the Church as a whole.
Those who are baptized are
obligated to marry in the
Church, and marrying outside of the Church breaks
the unity that your parents,
or you, promised at your
baptism.

Q

I am a Protestant
who goes to
Church with
			 my Catholic
spouse. I want to receive
communion but was told
I can’t. Why can’t I?

A

To be honest, I am
not sure why you
would want to.
You see, to Catholics the
Eucharist is the sign and
source of our unity of belief
and purpose. By receiving
it, Catholics are affirming
what we believe about our

In a turning point in his life, he met a
man who discussed with him the accuracy
of the biblical prophets.
Justin began to wear the toga of a
philosopher, but went about teaching and
explaining the works of Jesus Christ with
all he met.
After a public debate in which Justin
was more persuasive, his opponent turned
him in for denouncing the Roman Emperor. He was tried and beheaded in 165
A.D. His feast day is June 1.
– Story and illustrations by Chris Sushynski

T. Gennara

I

was asked to do a
census of the people
who make up our
parish community.
During one of my
visits, I knocked on the door and
a young girl answered.
Through the screen door I
asked if her mom or dad was
home. She was reluctant to answer, so I bent down and said, as
innocently as possible, “Do you
know who I am?”
She immediately ran away,
calling out, “Mom! There’s a man
at the door who doesn’t know
who he is!” Oops!
As Catholics, it’s important for
us to know who we are and what
we are all about. We are a Eucharistic people. Eucharist is Greek
for thanksgiving, and we use it
to refer to the Body and Blood of
Christ we receive at Mass. This
is what defines us and, in many
ways, what is different about us
from other Christians.

Father Joe Krupp is a priest
in the Diocese of Lansing

faith and receiving strength
to live that belief. We
believe that the host is the
actual Body of Christ, given
to us through our Church.
We don’t consider it a symbol of Christ, as would most
Protestants, but the real
thing (please see John 6).
If you find that you agree
with the Church’s position
on this, you may want to
talk to your husband’s priest
about becoming Catholic.
Otherwise, know that you
are always welcome to join
us in worship.

Justino nació al final del primer siglo en un
asentamiento romano en Palestina.
Su educación griega le llevó a varias escuelas
de filosofía y de ciencias.
En un momento de su vida, conoció a un
hombre que discutió con Justino la exactitud de
los profetas bíblicos.
Justino empezó a vestir la toga de filósofo,
para hablar sobre la enseñanza y explicar la obra
de Jesucristo con todos los que se encontraba.
Después de un debate publico en el cual Justino fue más persuasivo, su oponente lo denunció de haber difamado al Emperador Romano.
Fue juzgado y decapitado en el 165 después
de Cristo. La Iglesia celebra su fiesta el 1 de
junio.

St. Cyril of Alexandria, bishop and doctor of the Church June 27 | St. Irenaeus, bishop and martyr June 28

S

e me pidió hacer
un censo de las personas que forman
nuestra comunidad
parroquial. Durante una de mis visitas, toque
la puerta de una casa y una niña
se acercó y me miró distante. A
través de la malla de la puerta, le
pregunté si su mamá o su papá
estaban en casa. Ella no quiso
responder, por eso, inclinándome
le dije de la forma más inocente
posible: Sabes, ¿quién soy?
Inmediatamente corrió gritando: “¡Mami! Hay un hombre
en la puerta que no sabe quien
es.” ¡Oops!
Como católicos, es muy
importante para nosotros saber
quienes somos y de qué se
trata decir que somos católicos.
Nosotros somos un pueblo eucarístico. Eucaristía es un término
griego que significa “dar gracias”
y nosotros lo usamos para referirnos al Cuerpo y Sangre de Cristo
que recibimos en la Misa. Esto es

He takes on puzzling
philosophical questions.

lo que nos define y, en muchos
sentidos, lo que nos diferencia de
los demás cristianos.
Aquí hay dos preguntas
sobre la Eucaristía:

P

Soy un católico
divorciado. Algunas personas me
han dicho que no puedo
recibir la comunión y
otros me han dicho que
si puedo. ¿Quienes están
en lo correcto?

R

Yo. Siempre. ¡Y
escríbelo!
Acerca de su
pregunta, sin embargo, es
posible que pueda recibir
la comunión. Avancemos a
través de las normas establecidas. En primer lugar,
un católico divorciado y que
no se haya vuelto a casar,
puede recibir la comunión.
Sin embargo, aquellos que

son divorciados y vueltos
a casar fuera de la Iglesia,
no se les permite recibir la
comunión.
La razón es porque la
Hostia que recibe – el Cuerpo de Cristo – es, entre
otras cosas, un signo de
unidad del uno al otro y con
toda la Iglesia. Aquellos
que están bautizados están
obligados a casarse en
la Iglesia y, el matrimonio
fuera de la Iglesia, rompe
la unidad que sus padres
o usted, prometió en su
bautismo.

P

I Soy evangélico
y voy a la Iglesia
con mi esposo
que es católico. Quiero
recibir la comunión, pero
se me ha dicho que no
puedo. ¿Por qué?

Justin gets an icon painted.

R

Para ser honesto,
no se por qué usted desea comulgar. Mire, para los católicos
la Eucaristía es signo y
fuente de nuestra unidad de
fe y de misión. Al recibirlo,
los católicos estamos afirmando nuestro credo y allí
recibimos la fuerza para vivir
lo que creemos. No consideramos la Eucaristía como
un símbolo de Cristo, como
muchos de los evangélicos hacen, sino que es el
mismo Cristo (Por favor, leer
Juan 6). Si usted encuentra
que está de acuerdo con
la posición de la Iglesia
sobre esto, entonces, usted
puede hablar con el sacerdote de su esposo, para
empezar su preparación
para incorporarse a la Iglesia Católica. De otra forma,
sepa que usted siempre es
bienvenida a compartir de
nuestras celebraciones.

A pop-up book based on his life
quickly failed.
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A Minor Order

I

joined the
Carmelites
because I liked the
men who taught
me at Joliet Catholic High
School. For all I knew, the
Carmelite order started in
a basement in Chicago. I
learned more later, but it
was too late.
The order actually started on a
mountainous ridge, Mount Carmel,
near the port of Haifa in Israel. On this
mountain, in Old Testament times, the
prophet Elijah defeated the priests of
Baal. In the early 1200s C.E., a group
of men took up residence in a valley
on Mount Carmel to live a prayerful
life of silence and solitude. They lived
on the land of Jesus, their Lord. Their
chapel was dedicated to Mary. These
men elected their leadership, and asked
the patriarch of Jerusalem to give them
a rule.
Carmelites lived less than 100 years
on Mount Carmel and then abandoned
the mountain because of constant
tensions between the Christians
and the Saracens. They migrated to
Europe where, in the words of one
historian, they continued the tradition
of founding communities “in rapidly
declining neighborhoods.” They joined
the Augustinians, Dominicans, and
Franciscans, the mendicant Orders of
the Middle Ages, in serving the newly
emerging urban centers.
These facts we would learn in the
novitiate. Along with studying the
Carmelite tradition, we spent time in
chapel. Four windows in the chapel had
sayings of Carmelite Saints, in Latin.
Translated, they were in order:
Either to suffer or to die
Not to die, just suffer
Suffer and be despised
Suffer and be quiet
But, the food was good.
The novitiate at that time was located
on a farm, and we did farm chores. Most

of us were from cities, and some
adjustments had to be made. Men were
fainting when the pigs were slaughtered.
And we learned further sayings of the
Carmelites such as, “In the evening
of life we will be judged by our love”
(St. John of the Cross), and, “Our
God is nothing but mercy and love”
(St. Therese of Lisieux). Half the class
made it to the end of the novitiate and
professed vows.
Carmelites serve the needs of the
Church, whatever they may be. But,
always, the intent is to live in allegiance
to Jesus Christ, with a listening heart.
The order is divided into smaller
units, called provinces. Our particular
province serves the Church in five
countries, with men on independent
assignment in three others. Usually
we live in community, such as our
communities in Joliet, Glendale Heights,
and Darien, working in schools,
parishes, retreat centers, and shrines.
But the heritage allows different
expressions. One man lives in a trailer
in the high desert of Arizona as a
hermit. Not far away another man lives
in violent Ciudad Juarez, accompanying
human rights groups. One man teaches
ancient biblical languages in Rome;
another is bishop of a diocese high in
the Peruvian Andes.
With an 800-year history, a religious
community cannot be too arrogant. We
have had certain centuries when few
things went right; other centuries were
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Catholic Life
better. The long
view helps get
past the crises
of the day. One
of the men from
our province
spent a lifetime
studying the
order and wrote
four volumes on
our history. Last
year he finished
a one-volume
digest of this
work, shortly
before dying at
age 95.
At the end
of this historical study he observed
that the Carmelites have never been a
very important order in the Church.
“Friars minor” suits us better than the
Franciscans. Through the centuries the
order has shared the life of the Church,
sometimes making a humble but
distinctive contribution. He hopes we
could say, at least, “without Carmel the
story of the Church would not be quite
the same.”
I hope, too, the story of the Diocese
of Joliet would not be quite the same
without the Carmelites. One veteran
Carmelite used to good-naturedly
complain, “I joined the Carmelites to see
the world, and they sent me to Joliet!” I
would have to say that I have seen lots
of the world, and Joliet beats most of it.

Father John Welch, O.
Carm., resides in a Carmelite
community in Joliet.
Story by Father John Welch

Taking Care
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of Our Own

H

appy Father’s Day to you!
Even if you’re not a father
yourself, Father’s Day gives all
of us cause to celebrate our
own dads, whether living or deceased.

We don’t need a psychologist to tell us how important our
dads are in our lives. Our parents are so important that the ten
Commandments cites them prominently: “Honor thy father and
thy mother.”
As human beings, we are sons and daughters of God, the
Father. As Catholics, a family of faith, we believe in a Heavenly
Father, all-powerful and everloving. God the Father provides
us with the ultimate fatherly role
model.
As a father myself, and a
grateful new grandfather, my
firsthand understanding of
paternity involves a strong sense
of providing for my family. Lord
knows, I’m not all-powerful,
and like every human father, I
sometimes struggle to be everloving. Fatherhood is one of life’s
most rewarding roles, yet also one
of the most demanding.
Like most earthly fathers, I
sometimes struggle with finances,
too. Fathering a family requires
financial planning, priorities,
and responsibilities. In today’s
world, of course, most mothers
contribute financially, and
families ideally work together as a unit to make ends meet.
As Chief Development Officer for the Diocese of Joliet, I
bring to my apostolate my paternal understanding that the
family of faith here in Northeast Illinois also requires provisions
and a financial plan to fund ministries, services, goals,
objectives, and day-to-day costs. Just as within an individual
household, the Diocese of Joliet faces utility bills, insurance
premiums, and capital expenditures when the roof leaks or the
plumbing requires repairs. Like every family, every parish and
every diocese needs a financial plan of some sort.
Here in the Diocese of Joliet, a large part of our financial
plan relies upon the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal.
The CMAA provides day-to-day funding for a vast variety of
diocesan ministries and services reaching out to and serving
every Catholic in our local Church. CMAA is the mechanism by

which we Catholics and
parishes work together as
a unit to meet practical
and spiritual needs in the
Diocese of Joliet.
To date, we’ve reached
Tony Brandolino is the chief
our CMAA goal of $6
development officer for the
million in pledges. So
Diocese of Joliet.
far, more than 37,000
Catholic households have pledged $6.4 million to the Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal. Yet reaching our goal in pledges does
not mean our appeal is over because some pledges will not be
paid in full. Additionally, once each parish reaches their goal,
the Diocese of Joliet gives rebates
to parishes, returning 50 percent of
all cash received above the parish
goal. Parishes may use rebates for
their own ministries, services, and
objectives. Our CMAA has made
great strides, yet we’re still urging
pledges to assure that the CMAA
funds our diocesan budget.
It’s never easy to ask for money,
and it’s not always easy to give
money, either. As fathers and
mothers, as grandparents, we must
put food on the table, taking care of
our own.
Yet, as Catholics, we know we are
one another’s keepers, responsible
for the well-being of others far
beyond the reach of our arms and
our hearts. As Catholics, we embrace
the widow, the child, the outcast, the
sick, the blind, the marginalized, the
imprisoned: all those whom Jesus loved.
We must trust. As a father, I include charitable contributions
in my family’s budget, and that requires trust, too. I bolster my
trust in God as I find comfort in Biblical assurances that God
will never be outdone in generosity. When we give to God, God
gives to us. That’s what I trust, and that’s what I try to live, and
what I try to encourage in others here in the Joliet Diocese.
A father often finds himself in service of his family, and it’s a
privilege to serve.
This year, as Father’s Day arrives, please consider making a
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal gift in honor of your own
father. Or pledge as an act of thanksgiving to our Heavenly
Father. When you contribute to the CMAA, you help support
the Holy Mother Church as she supports the people of God in
the Diocese of Joliet.

For more information on the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal, please visit www.jolietdioceseappeal.org
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St. Irene School
Inspires
Vocation
Awareness

T

aylor Harazin has a lot in common
with her nun.
That’s what she recently learned after a 7th-grade class project at
St. Irene School in Warrenville, in which she conducted a face-to-face
interview with Sister John Peter Clarke of the Dominican Sisters.

“She was one of eight children – like me – and was a real
tomboy,” said Taylor. “She liked to play in the dirt with her
brothers and loved sports. I thought she would be really strict
when I saw her in her habit, but she was so nice.
“She was so full of energy and really loves all the things she
is doing,” continued Taylor. “I could see that she loves her life
with God.”
More than a dozen priests, nuns, abbots and seminarians
visited St. Irene School earlier in the year to share their stories
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face-to-face with the students for the school’s first Vocation
Interviews Project.
Interviewing for Vocations
The idea came when 7th grade teacher Rebecca Gettelman
began a unit on the art of interviewing with her class at St.
Irene. She brainstormed several ways to teach her students
how to get to the root of a story from first-person interactions.
“Interviewing is a neglected, but truly important skill,”
said Gettelman. “Our students are taught how to do research
and how to assemble information in a report, but they didn’t
have a lot of experience drafting questions and conducting an
interview.”
As she brainstormed ways to give her students the
opportunity to practice these skills, a flash of inspiration
struck: connect her students with priests, nuns and other
religious from the area.
St. Irene Principal Maureen White immediately greenlighted the project.
“We are constantly integrating our faith into every aspect of
our curriculum – that’s a huge part of our Catholic identity,”
said White. “This project was a great way to illuminate
vocations for our students while teaching them an important
life skill.”
As Gettelman found, the response was immediate and
enthusiastic. “Not only were our children excited by the

Father Joseph Gleixner, MSC
(right), shares his vocation
story with Ethan Caesar.

“We are constantly
integrating our faith
into every aspect of
our curriculum – that’s
a huge part of our
Catholic identity. This
project was a great way
to illuminate vocations
for our students while
teaching them an
important life skill.”
project, the religious we contacted were immediately
enthusiastic.”
Abbot Vincent Bataille from Marmion Abbey was one of
the first to respond to the call. “For many of us, our vocations
came to light in grade school when our good teachers
proposed the idea to us,” said Abbot Bataille. “They were God’s
messengers.”

The children and their religious guests worshipped together
in the morning at the school’s weekly Mass, where St. Irene
Pastor Father Jim Antiporek concelebrated with Abbot Austin
Murphy from St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle.
The Heart of the Matter
After Mass, the children each sat down with their religious
person and with the help of iPads, Flip cameras and other
technology, began their interviews.
“When did you first feel your vocation?”
“What was your life like at my age?”
“What do you do all day long?”
The students’ questions, prepared in advance in class,
sparked a lively discussion. Some of the nuns brought
photographs from their own childhood and faith journeys.
Missionary priests brought gifts from the communities they
served overseas.
“Religious life is a happy life; perhaps it doesn’t have the
attraction of gold but those who have the gift of seeing into
the heart of it, find it to be more precious than gold,” said
Sister Christine Kouba, OSB, from Sacred Heart Convent in
Lisle. “My partner, Mikayla Detwiler, was delightfully open
to my story finding that God calls those of us who are lowly
enough to follow Jesus into religious life. She said, ‘If you
could do that, I should really try too.’ ”
The conversations lasted more than an hour for most
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Grace Wagner (left) looks
through photographs with
Sister Madelyn Gould of her
childhood and early days as
a nun.
students. Just as their religious guests shared the story of their
everyday lives, the students then shared theirs with a tour
of the school. In many classes, the guests engaged in a brief
question-and-answer session with the students, and spread
their message of religious life to students throughout the
school.
This kind of interaction gets students thinking about
the right questions, said Father Burke Masters, director of
vocations for the Diocese of Joliet. “So often we are asked,
‘What do you want to do with your life?’ I would ask us to
change this question slightly to, ‘What does God want you to
do with your life?’ ”

Abbot Austin Murphy, OSB
(right), from St. Procopius
Abbey details his day for
Jack McGuire.

From left to right,
Sister Barbara Lord,
Rachael Isdale and
Sister Dorothy Randall
discuss vocation
opportunities and their
personal stories.

“A Lasting Impact”
Once the interviews concluded, the children wrote
reflections, essays and research papers based on their
experiences.
“The interview with Father Matt Nathan was very special to
me,” said Sean Riggs. “It was fun to hear about his experiences
and how he became a priest. It was a great idea because it was
live, not anything like pre-recorded video or on the computer
where you can’t have face-to-face interaction or ask questions.
We should do this with other nuns and priests a lot more than
once a year.”
Gettelman said that students are drawing on their interview
experiences frequently in class. “The kids will often bring up
something that their nun or their abbot said; it’s obvious that
this experience will have a lasting impact on their lives.”
Already wheels are in motion to recreate this experience
for next year’s class and to extend the relationship with the
students of St. Irene and the religious they interviewed.
“When asked about her work, Mother Teresa used to say,
‘come and see,’ ” said Gettelman. “I think both our guests and
students were able to see more with this experience than they
had anticipated.
“I really felt like a conduit for God’s work when doing this
project,” she said. “It’s probably one of the most important
things I’ve ever done.”
From left to right, Donovan Reid, Father Matt Nathan and
Sean Riggs share breakfast and stories during St. Irene
School’s Vocation Awareness event
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Student Stories
“Sometimes it is easy to forget to pray when my
life is so busy, but Father Pratscher reminded me
of how important it is to do it regularly. In my life I
could spend more time reading the Bible or praying
for others. I also learned that we should really listen
to what God has to say.”
– Nick Morello
“Being a missionary would be cool. During the interview, I learned Father Joe devoted a fair amount
of his life to the people of Papua New Guinea and
helped them set up many parishes and dioceses.
He also said he felt the call to God early on, at 9th
grade. I don’t feel a strong call to God yet, but I
may.”
– Ethan Caesar
“One thing that I really learned and experienced
was their constant trust in God. They both have
had doubt in God at some point, but now they trust
Him, that everything will work out. When I talked
to them it made me want to have as much trust
in God as they do. I know that sometimes things
seem hopeless, but you just have to remember
God is there and will take care of you.”
– Rachael Isdale
“I thought it would be just any old assignment for
a grade. After I actually did the interview I had actually learned a lot of interesting things about monks
and how to become one.”
– Jonathan Hitchcock
“Father Jim was very patient. He answered all
questions and asked me questions in return which
I thought was very good. He told me all sorts of
stories and made me reconsider joining the priesthood.”
– Brendan McGowan
“I interviewed [Sister John Peter Clarke] and then
we took a tour of our school. She wanted to see
everything! We talked, laughed and ate lunch together. She talked to teachers and lots of the kids.
I think she was used to our small school because
she lives with a small group of other sisters, too.
The whole time we walked around, I could tell she
was very dedicated to God.”
– Taylor Harazin

Story by Laura McGowan
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T

hree men are going to be ordained to the priesthood on June 2 at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet. Their stories are different. Only one
was born in America. But, in the end their call was the same: to serve God
and people by celebrating the sacraments and by living out their vows.
Here are their stories:
Franklin Duran

Duran was born in Bolivia. He
grew up in a devoutly Catholic
household. He first started to think
about the priesthood after high
school. What influenced him, he
said, was helping out at his parish
when he was growing up, helping
with various ministries. He said he
used to go to the countryside with
the priest as part of mission trips.
He was part of the parish’s youth
group.
“I liked being part of the church,”
said the 32-year-old Duran. “It was
the common thing to do at my age.”
He entered the seminary in his
home diocese in Bolivia and then,
after meeting Father Burke Masters,
the Diocese of Joliet’s vocation
director who invited him to study
to be a priest in the United States,
he decided to be a part of the
seminarian formation program here.

William Vagenas

After a year of studying English
at Lewis University, he entered
Conception Seminary College to
continue studying English, and
then, after passing an English
proficiency exam, he began studying
theology at Mundelein Seminary.
Being in the seminary, he said, has
been an “extraordinary” experience
for him, one that has helped him to
become the person he was meant to
be. He loved all the diversity of his
fellow seminarians.
He said he realizes that he has
been sent by God to be a priest.
“I’m a little bit nervous but
very excited,” he said. “I know the
diocese, and I know the need for
priests here.”
He added that he misses home,
but the love, warmth and faith of
the people in this diocese gives him
the strength and energy to keep
moving forward.

Growing up in Hinsdale, William Vagenas figured out by the
first grade that he wanted to be a priest because he liked the
vestments the parish priest would wear during the
school Masses. (He attended St. Isaac Jogues Catholic
School.) He really felt the call as he grew older.
“As a kid, I knew I wanted to work with people,”
Vagenas said. “I did not want to work at a desk from
9-to-5, looking at a computer screen. I had to be with
people.”
He was an altar server as a boy and was involved
in youth ministry. By his senior year in high school,
some of the ministries he was involved in at his parish included the Parish Council, the Youth Commission and an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
In his junior year of high school, he made the decision to apply to the seminary. As part of a visit with
other youths to St. John Vianney College Seminary in Minnesota while he was in high school, he “fell in love” with it and that

is where he ended up going to study after he graduated from
high school. He then went to complete his studies as a seminarian at Mundelein Seminary.
He said he became “a man of prayer” during
his years as a seminarian. He started doing a
Holy Hour – being near the Blessed Sacrament
while in adoration and prayer – during college
seminary.
“I wasn’t sure there was a 6 a.m.,” he said, “but
there we were, in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
Making an effort to pray or spend time with the
Lord on a regular basis had a great impact on my
life, as it does on many people.”
He said, looking back, he could see his growth
in virtues and in his growth with the Lord during
his time as a seminarian.
“I told people for eight years now if being a
seminarian is just a portion of what it’s like to be a priest,” he
said, “then I can’t wait. The great peace I feel; the love I feel.”

Story by Carlos Briceño
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Before this year’s Chrism
Mass, Sebastian Gargol, left,
stands next to Father Steve
Borello, who was ordained
as a priest last year.

Battling Back from Homelessness

Catholic Charities

Sebastian Gargol

Gargol was born in Poland, where at the age of five he became
an altar server. He became involved in other ministries over
the years, including the youth group and Bible study. He even
pretended to be a priest as a kid by presiding over “Masses” with
other kids in attendance. But it was around the 8th grade that he
knew he wanted to enter the seminary high school to go down
the road of becoming a priest one day, he said.
“What helped was the fact that, through the years at my
parish, there were 12 priests,” Gargol said, “and I knew many
of them not just as priests, but as friends. I spent a lot of time
with them, and I knew their personal lives, not only their
church life.”
He pointed to two pastors as examples of role models
for him when he was young. One was focused on spiritual
matters, and the other was outgoing and more focused on
taking care of the building and the church.
“I knew both of them were great people, and I was looking
at them as an example for me in the future,” he said.
Although his parents couldn’t afford to send him to the
seminary high school at first, he did spend his last two years
of schooling there. Then he entered the major seminary for
philosophical studies.
He entered Benedictine life, studying in Rome, after college.
But, after being invited by the vocation director from Orchard
Lake, he came to the United States and entered Saint Cyril
and Methodius Seminary in Michigan in August 2007. Then
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he decided he wanted to be part of the Diocese of Joliet after
visiting here several times.
“It felt like home,” he said. “I don’t know why. Maybe it was
the priests I was staying with. They were so nice. Other places
were very official. Joliet was homey. Also, Joliet has a large
Polish population.”
A big influence on him as a spiritual role model has been
Blessed John Paul II, a fellow countryman, whom Gargol met a
couple of times in Poland and at the Vatican.
“I feel a great connection with him and his teachings,” he
said. “I met him a couple of times in Poland, and I met him in
the Vatican a couple of times.”
Coming to America from a very Catholic and traditional
country was a bit of shock, he admitted. But after living in
the United States for five years and being part of an American
seminary, he said he feels like he is part of the American
Church now.
“I can’t imagine myself going back to Poland and working
there,” he said. I got used to this style of ministry and this
setting of the Church here in the U.S.”
He looks forward to celebrating the sacraments and to work
with immigrants.
“I have the same experience as many of the immigrants
coming to this country,” Gargol said. “I’m an immigrant too.
That will be helpful to work with immigrants, not only Polish,
but it might be Spanish [people] in the future.”

T

his isn’t who I am…” Valerie
McClure’s voice trailed off, and I
noticed that her eyes had become
sad. “This isn’t how it’s supposed to
be,” Valerie spoke softly about being
homeless and her stay at Catholic
Charities’ Daybreak Center in Joliet, the largest
homeless shelter in Will County.
Now 53 years old, Valerie told me about
her stable and happy childhood. She has
always made good choices – has never
drank alcohol, smoked or used drugs. As
an adult, Valerie enjoyed her job as an
administrative assistant for many years. The
work matched her warm and charismatic
personality very well. After being laid off,
she was unable to pay her bills and lost her
apartment, car, and worst of all, she said,
her peace of mind.
Panicked and with nowhere else to turn,
a friend told Valerie about Daybreak Center. In addition to the emergency shelter,
Daybreak Center also provides help and
services for residents to regain self-sufficiency. When Valerie arrived at Daybreak,
she had a difficult time processing the reality of her situation and how quickly things
had spiraled downward. “I cried for four

days,” she said.
Initially, Valerie was resistant to the idea
of receiving counseling and participating
in group therapy sessions. However, she
quickly realized, “There’s nothing wrong
with talking to someone and releasing the
pain to free yourself.” Valerie discovered
through counseling that she struggled with
anger issues and started attending anger
management classes, which she has found
to be extremely helpful. “It saved my life,”
she said.
Valerie’s physical health has also improved during her stay at Daybreak Center.
As a diabetic, she admitted that she wasn’t
taking very good care of her body and
nutrition. Now, she’s more mindful of her
diet and has lost 22 pounds while at Daybreak. Gail Flatness, Kitchen Coordinator
at Daybreak Center, knows about Valerie’s

dietary needs and pays special attention to
Valerie to ensure that she eats a balanced
and healthy diet.
Recently, Valerie received great news
when she got a new job working in the
shipping department of a local factory.
Everything in Valerie’s life is improving,
and she’s thankful that Daybreak Center
has given her the tools she needs for a
new start. “If you’re willing to help yourself,
Daybreak will help you,” she explained.
Now, Valerie is eager to take the next
step in her journey by moving into her own
home. She’s carefully apartment hunting,
looking for something small, practical and
private. Although she has had a positive
and life-changing experience at Daybreak
Center, Valerie explained that she misses
the privacy of living independently. And
there’s one more thing that Valerie told me
she’s looking forward to, “A hot bath!” She
said, “After a long shift working on my feet
at the factory, I can’t wait to come home
and soak in my own bathtub!”
Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center in Joliet
operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and
provides emergency housing, food and supportive services for individuals and families who
are homeless. To learn more about Daybreak
Center and the other programs and services
provided by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Joliet, visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
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Helping Victims
of Sexual Abuse

T

his month marks the 10th anniversary of the adoption
of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People by the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB). The charter is a comprehensive set of
procedures enacted by the USCCB in June 2002 to address allegations of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. The charter also
includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing, accountability, and
prevention of future acts of abuse.
In the Diocese of Joliet, there have
been three victim assistance coordinators
since the charter was enacted. The job
entails support for the victims, providing
them with information about counseling,
spiritual direction, retreats, days of reflection, as well as extending an invitation
to meet with Bishop R. Daniel Conlon.
The coordinators were all interviewed by
Christ is our Hope magazine. Here are their
thoughts:

Sister Mary Frances Seeley
Served Nov., 2002 to Feb., 2008
“I have deep sympathy for the survivors.
But I have deep respect for the priests.
With that combination, I tried to do my
best in protecting the victims first. My
responsibility was not to make judgments.
My position was a funnel. It was to gather
information and report it to the diocese.
Many of the victims needed comforting
and needed to talk. They were very angry
at times. Grown men have cried because
of the abuse. Some were in the seminary
when this happened, and we lost some
good men. I was not a counselor, but I
listened to them. I let them vent.”

Barbara Jarvis Pauls
Served March, 2008 to June, 2009
“Whenever I got a call, I would try to
be really empathetic and compassionate
and understanding that the person was

experiencing a great deal of trauma and a
lot of betrayal. I’m a licensed clinical professional counselor. I was astutely aware
of the state the person was in at the time
and what they needed. I will tell you what
they needed in my opinion. They needed
validation. They needed their feelings validated. They also needed to know that they
were not alone and that they were being
heard. And that there is a community to
receive them and to accept them unconditionally to begin their healing process.
“It’s really very heart rendering to know
a grown person in so much pain. There’s
a lot of shame involved. Even though the
victims often feel ashamed and embarrassed, so coming forth for them to divulge
this is often one of the most difficult things
for them to do. Even in a confidential setting, it’s still very difficult.
“We have gained so much knowledge
in psychiatry and social work. This has
been a cultural and societal problem, not
just a Church problem. I don’t think our

culture even understood it or was prepared
for [the sexual abuse scandal]. I think it
was a huge challenge that we’ve begun to
really respond well to. We have to help
each other by forgiving. And not walking
away. Responding to the conflict and not
running from it.”

Judith Speckman
Serving June, 2009 to present
“What I do is in accordance with Article One of the Charter for the Protection
of Children and Young People, which states
that the first obligation of the Church
with regard to victims is healing and
reconciliation. Through pastoral outreach
I offer to meet with victims, to listen with
patience and compassion to their stories,
and offer outreach in the form of counseling, spiritual assistance, and support
groups. This outreach is for every person
who has been the victim of sexual abuse
as a minor by anyone in the Church,
whether the abuse was recent or occurred
many years in the past.
“Listening with compassion offers hope
and courage to end the silence in order
that victims might feel God’s hand on their
own path to healing and reconciliation. I
am the voice for the voiceless.
“I offer to meet victims at their convenience at the Chancery [in Joliet] or at the
Pastoral Center [in Romeoville] or wherever they feel most comfortable. A lot of
times they don’t want to meet face-to-face
and prefer to speak by phone. What’s really
important is building up the trust they
have been robbed of. That’s why my listening with compassion gives them hope and
courage to end that silence.
“Besides listening, I offer outreach in the
form of counseling and pastoral support.
I also offer to set up an appointment with
Bishop Conlon, who is a great supporter
of the charter and who is now the USCCB
Chair of the Committee for the Protection of Children and Young People. He is
always willing to reach out to victims and
family members when asked.
“The important thing, the first step, is
to listen to their story and set up counseling. I stay in touch with them. I walk the
walk with them and offer pastoral support. Bishop Conlon wants them to come
forward.”

To reach Judith Speckman, the diocesan victim assistance coordinator, call 815-263-6467
or email her at jspeckman@dioceseofjoliet.org.
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Protecting Children

that molestation occurred?

Part of Committee’s Responsibility

5

I

6

n June of 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops adopted the Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People. The following December, the Essential
Norms for Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors were articulated and subsequently approved by the Holy See.
In 2005, the Charter and Norms were revised in order to re-affirm
the deep commitment of the Church to create a safe environment
for children and youth. The Charter was again revised in 2011.
The Diocese of Joliet first promulgated
a policy regarding sexual abuse of minors
in 1990. Since that time, the policy has
been reviewed and revised several times
to insure its compatibility with the Charter
and Norms.
This policy making on both the national
and local level has had several goals: to promote healing and reconciliation where there
has been abuse, to prevent future abuse, and
to establish effective procedures to respond
to allegations of abuse.
This article focuses on one aspect of the
Church’s efforts in our country to establish
best practices in responding to allegations.
Article 2 of the Charter states: “Dioceses/
eparchies are also to have a review board
that functions as a confidential consultative
body to the bishop/eparch. The majority of
its members are to be lay persons not in the
employ of the diocese. This board is to advise the diocesan bishop in his assessment
of allegations of sexual abuse of minors and
in his determination of a cleric’s suitability
for ministry. It is regularly to review diocesan policies and procedures for dealing with
sexual abuse of minors. Also, the board can
review these matters both retrospectively
and prospectively and give advice on all aspects of responses in connection with these
cases.”
What is important to note is that, when
the American Bishops met, discussed, and
evaluated how the “sexual abuse crisis” had
been responded to, they determined that in
going forward an aspect any future response
needed was a mechanism of some kind that
would function as an “outside” objective
body to advise individual bishops. The review board, or the review committee, was to

be that group of persons.
In our diocese, with input from review
committee members, the Bishop of Joliet appoints members to the committee. The diocesan policy states that it is to be composed
of no less than nine members or more than
11. There is one priest appointed; the other
members are lay persons, none of whom are
in the employ of the Diocese.
I have been a member of the review committee of the Diocese of Joliet since June of
2004 and the chair of the committee since
November of 2005. (I also serve several religious communities on their review boards.)
Here is some of what I have learned and
wish to share with you, my fellow Catholics
of the Diocese of Joliet:

1
2

The members I serve with are outstanding persons of integrity and
fairness.
They are persons who are respectful
of the Church and recognize the authority of the bishop, yet are convinced they
best serve the Church and the bishop by being zealous in seeking the truth, specifically
with regard to allegations of abuse.

3

They are respectful of priests and
highly regard the priesthood. But it is
not their duty to protect that minority who
offend. Rather, their duty is to objectively
consider each case, and render to the bishop
whatever advice flows from that consideration.

4

In considering the merits of an accusation, the standard is the preponderance of evidence: is it more likely than not

While the preliminary assessment of
an allegation is ultimately the responsibility of the bishop, eachbishop of the diocese during my time on the committee has
been committed to seeking the input of the
committee.
The committee is carefully composed
of persons with highly developed areas of expertise and experience relevant to
their work on the committee. For example,
sitting members include persons with investigative and legal expertise, psychology, psychiatry, counseling, and education. Available
to the members are consultants in civil and
canon law.

7

The members of the committee are
also called upon to advise the bishop
regarding matters having to do with the well
being, reconciliation and healing of victims.

8

The work of the review committee is
one aspect of a process. When it is
determined at the diocesan level by the bishop, with the advice of the review committee,
that it is more likely than not that abuse occurred, then the bishop refers the case to the
Congregation of the Faith in Rome.

Work on the review committee has also
led me to learn more about child abuse. All
Catholics are chagrined about this chapter
in our history. We are all saddened those
harmed were among the most innocent
among us. I have learned that the Catholic
Church is but one arena where this tragedy
has occurred. (This makes child abuse in the
context of our Church no less acceptable, no
less understandable.) Sexually abusive behavior toward children is global in scope,
more widespread than most would imagine,
and can be perpetrated by those thought to
be very caring of those they abuse.
Therefore, let none of us ever tire of attending sessions we are asked to attend to
educate us about child abuse, nor complain
about background checks; let none of us
ever cease to be receptive to having our children receive age appropriate self-protection
training, nor develop a callous attitude rooted in an “enough is enough” attitude. All of
us are called not only to make our Church
safe for children, but our world.

Ernie Stark is the chairperson of the diocesan Review Committee that serves as a confidential consultative
body to the bishop regarding allegations of sexual abuse against children.
Story by Ernie Stark

25

St. Isidore Students

Special Report

Use Leadership Skills to Help the Homeless

S

Joins Other Plaintiffs to Get
HHS Mandate Overturned

A

long with 43 Catholic dioceses, Catholic schools and
universities, Catholic health systems and Catholic
charitable organizations from around the country, the
Diocese of Joliet and Joliet Catholic Charities, along
with the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois and their
Catholic Charities, filed a lawsuit on May 21. This is one of a total of
12 lawsuits on this matter against the various federal agencies responsible for formulating and enforcing the nationwide mandate that
requires religious institutions to facilitate and fund activities that their
religious and moral convictions forbid. The Health and Human Services mandate was made final on Feb. 15 and is scheduled to go into
effect on Aug. 1, 2012, for some and Aug. 1, 2013, for others.
The U.S. bishops have been calling others to action to defend religious liberty for
several months now. They have called for
prayer, for clergy to speak about religious
liberty, for laity to get involved, and they
have outlined their position in a document called “Our First, Most Cherished
Freedom.” For more information, go to
the following site: http://www.usccb.org/
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issues-and-action/religious-liberty/.
This lawsuit is about an unprecedented
attack by the federal government on one
of America’s most cherished freedoms: the
freedom to practice one’s religion without
government interference. It is not about
whether people have access to certain
services; it is about whether the government may force religious institutions and

Statement by Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon regarding the
HHS Mandate lawsuit
“Lawsuits have been filed in a dozen
federal district courts by many Catholic
dioceses, Catholic Charities, universities,
hospitals and other Catholic organizations against several federal departments,
challenging the mandate issued by the

helped to cultivate the kids’ lead“I felt like I wanted to help
ership talents, which resulted in
someone and that Hesed
an amazing accomplishment for
House be would be the best
13- and 14- year-old kids,” said
place because it helps the
Cyndi Collins, St. Isidore’s school
homeless and the hungry,”
principal. “The strong support of
said Sansone. “I feel joy knowthe students’ families and the paring that we made an impact
ish will have a long-lasting impact
even though we’re just kids.
on the St. Isidore Community
I would tell everyone to join
and Hesed House.”
[Leadership Academy] beSt. Isidore School is a preschool
cause it’s such a great experithrough 8th grade Catholic
ence.”
School that serves more than 300
Students from the Leaderstudents. St. Isidore School strives
ship Academy personally deto “teach the heart of the matter”
livered the food and cash do- The adult and student participants from St. Isidore’s Leadership
by integrating faith into a strong
nations to Hesed House.
Academy: Madelyn Burbank, Taylor Konchel, Trevor Simpson (in
academic tradition.
The Leadership Academy back), Donovan Maloney, Jenna Jameison, Jack Brannigan and
The Leadership Academy is
is open to 7th and 8th graders Isabella Sansone.
overseen by Trevor Simpson,
who demonstrate leadership
skills in their school. Students are required to fill out an application LCPC, and Madelyn Burbank, MSW, from Alexian Brothers Parish
and submit a teacher reference in order to be considered. As part of Services. Parish Services provides school counseling and social work
the academy, students spend the first half of the year learning about services to parochial schools in Chicagoland area.
Hesed House is the second largest shelter in the State of Illinois outleadership. The second half of the year is dedicated to project creation
side the city of Chicago and serves the very poor and homeless in the
and implementation.
“The school counselors who oversee the Leadership Academy really Fox Valley area.
Story by Janine Maloney and Madelyn Burbank
Janne Maloney

The Diocese of Joliet

individuals to facilitate and fund services
which violate their religious beliefs.
The HHS mandate that all employers
provide abortion-inducing drugs, sterilization, and contraceptives includes only
a narrow exemption for certain organizations that the government deems sufficiently “religious.” The exemption applies
only if the government determines that
all four of the following criteria are met:
the inculcation of religious values is the
purpose of the organization; the organization primarily employs persons who share
the religious tenets of the organization;
the organization primarily serves persons
who share the religious tenets of the organization; and the organization falls within
a certain tax code provision defining a
narrow subset of religious non-profits
This exemption runs contrary to decades of federal laws that have consistently honored and respected the conscience
rights of religious institutions and individuals. The HHS mandate jeopardizes
religious freedom – a fundamental right
enshrined in the Constitution – and undermines access to a wide range of social
services. Catholic schools, universities,
hospitals, and social service agencies engage in the service of educating and caring for Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
The mandate jeopardizes all of these good
works by forcing these Catholic institutions to violate their religious beliefs.

t. Isidore Catholic School students in Bloomingdale organized a school/parish-wide food drive
from April 28-May 6 that collected 1.1 tons of food and more than $2,000 in cash donations
to help Hesed House, a homeless shelter in Aurora. Several students who are part of the
school’s Leadership Academy – including 8th graders, Jack Brannigan and Taylor Konchel,
and 7th graders, Jenna Jamieson, Donovan Maloney and Isabella Sansone – were tasked to create,
develop, and implement a project that demonstrated leadership in their community. The students selected Hesed House after being moved by the needs of the homeless in the community.

federal Department of Health and Human
Services that requires religious employers
to include contraceptives, sterilization and
abortion-inducing drugs in their health
insurance programs. The Diocese of Joliet
and Joliet Catholic Charities are among
the plaintiffs.
“Efforts with the executive and legislative branches of the federal government to
reverse the unprecedented attack against
religious freedom represented by the
mandate have so far failed. Thus, we are
attempting a remedy in the courts.
“That the HHS mandate requires that
we violate our moral principles is one
issue. The mandate also has established

certain criteria to determine whether religious employers will be exempt from the
requirements of the mandate. This puts
the federal government in the business of
determining what a religious organization
is, even to the point of stipulating that
most of its employees and those it serves
must adhere to the beliefs of the organization and that the primary purpose of the
organization is to inculcate the beliefs of
the organization. Obviously, that would
exclude many Catholic apostolates, like
Catholic Charities and hospitals and
others. Most significant is that the federal
government will decide.
“This situation is a clear violation of

the separation of church and state and an
attack against the religious freedom guaranteed by the Constitution. It cannot be
allowed to stand. To take the initiative to
file a lawsuit is not a light matter. I have
prayed about this and have sought the
support of our diocesan finance council
and the board of Catholic Charities. Now
I ask the people of our diocese to offer
their own prayers for a just resolution of
this matter, so that our ability to carry out
the work that Christ commissioned the
Church to do in the world – the work of
teaching, healing and caring for the poor
– may continue unhindered by an unjust
law.”
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En el Nombre
de Dios

El pasado 5 de mayo se graduaron 46 participantes del Instituto de Formación Beato Padre
Miguel Pro.

Padre David Lawrence, el Equipo
del Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial y las
jóvenes parejas que pronto estarán
contrayendo matrimonio religioso.

Encuentro de Preparación Matrimonial

Padre David Lawrence, Padre Thomas Cargo (fue él quien
trajo el programa desde California a nuestra Diócesis) y los
Sres. Eberardo y Maribel Saldivar; Manuel y Lourdes Vázquez;
Manuel y Rosa Aponte (quienes vienen desde la diócesis de
Rockford para apoyarnos) llevan el Programa de preparación
Pre-Matrimonial. Este pasado 28 y 29 de abril, ayudaron en
la preparación para jóvenes que van a casarse y parejas que,
viviendo juntas, desean recibir el sacramento del matrimonio
como signo de amor a Dios y de amor mutuo.
Conscientes que estos nuevos matrimonios y familias son
el futuro o presente (como usted lo desee ver) de nuestra
Iglesia y de nuestra sociedad, el Equipo de Encuentros PreMatrimoniales se esfuerza en brindarles la mejor preparación
posible a todos los participantes. Ellos, como matrimonio,
cuentan sus experiencias de pareja. Presentan de forma sencilla
y práctica los posibles problemas y dificultades de la pareja,
como también la forma en que solucionan las dificultades y
obstáculos que muchas veces se les presentan en el camino.
Sí no está casado por la Iglesia o si está pensando en casarse
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religiosamente, por favor, participa del siguiente Encuentro de
Preparación Matrimonial que será el 4 y 5 de agosto del 2012.
Pida información en su parroquia, ellos le dirán lo que hay que
hacer.

Instituto de Formación Beato
Padre Miguel Pro: Graduación

San Pedro nos invita dar razón de nuestra esperanza. El
nos exhorta que cuando alguien nos pregunte por qué somos
católicos, por qué hacemos esto o lo otro, por que creemos en
aquello y no en esto… Bueno, cuando se nos pregunte sobre
nuestra fe, sin deseos de debatir o de pelear, debemos, con
claridad y firmeza, decir las razones por las cuales creemos,
lo que creemos; amamos, lo que amamos; esperamos, lo que
esperamos.
El Instituto de Formación “Beato Padre Miguel Pro” nos
ayuda a conocer nuestra fe, a saber dar razón de nuestra
esperanza. Recientemente, en la mañana del 5 de mayo, 46
personas de las diferentes parroquias donde hay servicio en

Alexus Jones

odas las actividades,
programas y eventos que realizamos desde la Oficina
del Ministerio Hispano tienen su origen y su fin en Dios.
Por eso, agradecemos a Dios, pues, sin su ayuda, no
hubiéramos podido hacer cosas como las siguientes:

español se graduaron después de tres años de formación. En
la ceremonia, dos de los participantes se expresaron así del
Instituto:
Josefina Medina (Miembro de la parroquia de Santa María
en Plainfield y representando a los participantes del Centro
de Formación de San Carlos) dijo: “Quisiera compartir…
mi experiencia… De verdad que cambia uno; yo siento que
me ayudó a ser una mejor esposa, a ser una mejor madre,
una mejor compañera de trabajo, una mejor católica. Me
ayudó a tener más paciencia con mi hija y mi esposo, a
comprender su punto de vista, que en sobradas ocasiones es
muy distinto al mío. Aprendí que estoy aquí para ser feliz,
no para hacer infeliz a los que me rodean. Que Dios nos da
lo que necesitamos, no nos da más, no nos da menos, solo
lo que podemos asimilar. ... Comprendí que Diosito me
demuestra su cariño con cada amanecer y que quiere que yo le
demuestre el mío ayudando a mis semejantes… Que nosotros
somos el remedio de todos los problemas del mundo, y que
debo entrar en acción para resolverlos. Que debo orar por
los matrimonios; pues, son el núcleo de la unión familiar.
Al mismo tiempo debo orar por las Vocaciones Sacerdotales;
pues, nuestras familias no comprenden la necesidad que
tenemos de envolver a la juventud para que se enamoren de
Dios y así surjan Vocaciones Sacerdotales. Aprendí que tengo
que luchar con el analfabetismo católico, empezando conmigo
misma…”
Pablo Pabon (Miembro de la parroquia de San José en
Addison y representando a los participantes del Centro de
Formación de San José) dijo: “Porque yo iba a otros lados a
recibir educación religiosa, mis amistades más de una vez me
invitaron a las clases del Instituto de Formación ‘Beato Padre
Miguel Pro.’ Yo siempre me hacía el ocupado, pero cuando un
día decidir ir a conocer el programa, me quedé y empecé a
descubrir muchas cosas que antes ni conocía. Y es que estas
clases ayudan muchísimo en la fe y en el crecimiento espiritual
A mi me han ayudado y me han hecho pensar, tanto así que
ahora he empezado mi preparación hacia el diaconado. En
este lugar que ustedes se encuentran, yo llego dos veces por
semana, para recibir mis clases de diaconado. Yo invito a todos
los que quieran conocer sobre su fe, a participar del programa,
les aseguro que no se arrepentirán…. Y como siempre nos
dicen: ‘No perdamos la alegría.’

Padre Flaviano Amatulli, FMAP,
fundador de los Apóstoles de la
Palabra, en una reflexión con la
comunidad hispana.

Conferencia Teológica:
Padre Flaviano Amatulli

El día 5 de mayo en la tarde en Sta. Teresa, Kankakee y el
6 de mayo todo el día en el Centro Pastoral de San Carlos
tuvimos una Conferencia Teológica con el Padre Flaviano
Amatulli, fundador del Movimiento Eclesial Apóstoles de
la Palabra, a quien invitamos a compartir con nosotros un
tiempo de oración, reflexión y renovación católica, basados
en la Palabra de Dios.
Gracias, Padre Amatulli, por compartir con nosotros. Un
saludo y un agradecimiento a todos los
Hermanos y Hermanas Apóstoles de la
Palabra, quienes con celo apostólico,
no dejan de predicar a tiempo y a
destiempo las enseñanzas de
nuestro Señor Jesucristo y
del Magisterio de la Iglesia.
¡Dios derrame bendiciones
en todos ustedes y en todos
los que participaron!
Miguel Moreno es el Director de la Oficina Diocesana
del Ministerio Hispano. Usted puede comunicarse con él a
mmoreno@dioceseofjoliet.org.
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esan Religious Education Office. He was dean
of the Ford-Iroquois Deanery from 1985 to
1988.

Honorary Degree Awarded to
Natalie Bayci
Lewis University awarded four honorary
degrees at the Spring Commencement Ceremonies in May, including one that went to
Natalie Bayci, coordinator for University Missions for the Diocese of Joliet. According to
the university’s website, Bayci has reached out
to countless people struggling with poverty in
numerous countries around the world in her
job as coordinator for the diocesan Peace and
Social Justice Ministry’s University Missions.
She has organized and completed nearly 30
mission trips since 2001, and teams have included many students and other members of
Lewis University community. Their mission
has been to serve the poor by educating orphans, caring for disabled children, building
homes for people who are homeless, assisting
at daycare centers, and raising money for food
and medicines.
Along with others, she has helped build
houses and provide health care to those in the
Philippines, where she and the mission team
visited most recently in January 2012. It was
her fifth trip there. She went to Sucre, Bolivia,
in June 2011, where the diocesan team had
earlier built a hospital. That was her 15th trip
there.
She was also instrumental in arranging for
a guest lecture program and a Bolivian exchange student program at the University of
St. Francis in Joliet. And, for the first time, she
and the mission team visited Kenya in January 2011, where they were part of a collaborative, faith-based effort to help give care to
people struggling with HIV/AIDS.

“Fortnight for Freedom” to Defend
Religious Liberty
The United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) this summer is conducting
a “Fortnight for Freedom” to begin with the
vigil of the feasts of St. Thomas More and St.
John Fischer and culminate with Independence Day. The purpose of this effort is to
issue a call to defend religious liberty, and to
urge the laity to work to protect the First Freedom of the Bill of Rights.
The Illinois bishops’ contribution to the
“Fortnight for Freedom” is to launch the Illinois Catholic Advocacy Network, or I-CAN.
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Priests from across the diocese have been
asked to set aside a few minutes at the time of
announcements during the weekend Masses
of June 23 and June 30 to talk about the obligation to be formed and informed on the issues of the day, and to ask parishioners to fill
out I-CAN sign-up pew cards. The Catholic
Conference of Illinois (CCI) has additional
resources available on its website: www.
catholicconferenceofillinois.org/
Lay Catholics need to become more engaged with state and federal policies that affect
the Church and her mission. The loss of state
foster care and adoption contracts for Catholic
Charities and the federal HHS mandate forcing insurance coverage of abortion-inducing
drugs, contraceptives and sterilizations highlight the need for Catholics to be informed
about the Church’s role in the public square.
I-CAN allows the laity to sign up for occasional email updates from CCI. Catholic conferences in other states are developing similar
networks.
CCI this spring conducted pilot projects for
I-CAN sign-ups across the state, garnering a
very positive response. Lay Catholics want a
voice, especially when the government is increasingly encroaching on the mission and
the operations of the Church.

Bishop Conlon Addresses
President Obama’s Decision
on Marriage
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon recently released a
statement regarding President Obama’s statement concerning marriage:
“President Obama’s decision to endorse a
redefinition of marriage is another significant
step by government leaders in our country
to weaken marriage,” Bishop Conlon said.
“Rather than viewing marriage as an essential
building block of society, especially for the
benefit of children, the president and others
seem to think that marriage is a private matter to be defined and arranged any way that
suits individuals. In addition, the president
justifies his position on marriage with an
oversimplified interpretation of one verse of
the New Testament, while ignoring the rest of
the Bible on the subject of marriage, as well
as three millennia of Judeo-Christian tradition. Preserving the understanding of marriage as the union of a man and a woman is
no more today a sign of discrimination than
it ever has been. It is simply recognition that
men and women are different, and that difference makes a true union of persons, in all its
dimensions, possible.”

Bishop Conlon Gives
Benedictine University’s
Commencement Speech
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon gave the commencement speech in mid May at Benedictine University. He offered three models of
community for the students to ponder as they
leave college. One model of community is the
Holy Trinity, Bishop Conlon said, adding that
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were “the perfect community.”
The second model, he said, was the
Church. He said that many people might not
think they need the Church.
“Indeed,” Bishop Conlon said, “it is commonplace today to call oneself ‘spiritual’ rather than ‘religious.’ Spiritual is fine. However, a
purely spiritual approach reflects the isolation
and self-satisfaction that lead to a dead end.”
And the third model is marriage.
“Husband and wife collaborate with the
Trinity as a creative force by allowing their
love to extend into the world around them,”
Bishop Conlon said. “That’s why their love
can never be just for themselves.”
He encouraged the graduates to “reach out
our hands in front of us toward the Community of Three, who desire to embrace us in
their union, through others like us.”

Two Woman Are Appointed to
Curia Positions
Molly Fara has been hired as the first director of the newly-established Office of Child
and Youth Protection. She will be taking over
the safe environment responsibilities from
Sister Judith Davies, OSF. This is a full-time
position so that more attention can be given
to this area, particularly to help parishes with
their responsibility to protect children.
Fara is a licensed clinical social worker
who is skilled at counseling individuals,
groups and families. She is an active member
of St. Margaret Mary Parish Naperville and
a founding member of All Saints Regional
Catholic Academy. She began her term of
service on May 10.
On July 1, Sister Judith Davies, OSF, will
replace Sister Theresa Galvin, CND, as the
Delegate for Religious. Sister Theresa has
served as the Delegate for Religious for 15
years and has chosen to retire. Sister Judith
will continue her responsibilities as diocesan
chancellor.

New Pastor Appointments

Left out of last month’s list of new pastor
appointments was Father Dennis J. Paul,

Sowing Seeds of
Leadership in Youths

Last Word

J

ennifer Olson has been director of youth ministry
at St. Scholastic Parish in Woodridge for the past
13 years. June is a month where youths get out of
school, and the weather usually turns a little warmer, but for her and youth ministers across the diocese it is
also Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) time.

Hundreds of youths from around
the diocese gather during the course
of a weekend to pray, gather for praise
and worship, attend Mass, listen to
speakers and meet other people from
other parishes to build leadership skills
– all geared toward increasing youths’
personal and spiritual growth.
This year’s conference will be held
on June 22-24 at Lewis University’s
campus in Romeoville. The theme will
be “God Calls You by Name,” and the
keynote speakers are Apex Ministries,
which consist of two Catholic men
who have a Christian vaudeville style
of presentation, and John Angotti, a
Catholic music artist.
Olson went to YLC during her junior
and senior years in high school.
“The first time I went was in 1990,”
she said. “It was at Benedictine
University. It was much smaller then.
It was a really great experience. I have
vivid memories of those speakers and
the whole conference being impactful
for me.”
She said there have been some
changes in the YLC format. For one

who became pastor of Holy Family Parish, in Shorewood, on Feb.
1.

Honoring Service Men
and Women
On July 4, there will be an Independence Day Mass, at 8 a.m.,
at Holy Spirit Parish in Naperville,
celebrating the birth of our nation and immediately following
will be a salute to our veterans.
Holy Spirit Knight’s of Columbus
Council 15037 invites all veterans

Jennifer Olson, left, during a recent YLC
thing, the speakers now are more
nationally known than back when she
was a youth. But one thing is for sure:
going to YLC made a lasting impression
on her.
“It gave me a fire for youth ministry
and empowered me as a teen and a
young adult to continue to minister to
teens and love that grade level,” she said.
Her approach as a youth minister
before YLC to drum up support is
simple: she talks to the 8th graders
about it and gets high school kids

who have served and those still
serving our country. Bring your
spouses and family. You will sit
with your service organization,
while your spouse and family sit
to the sides. Wear your uniform,
your service ribbons, your rank or
your service caps.

Marriage/Natural Family Planning Enrichment
Program
On June 9, from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m., at Archbishop Quigley Cen-

who have gone before to talk about it.
Once the youths go, they come back to
the parish “on fire for their faith,” she
said. “To see 800 young people [that’s
usually how many youths end up going]
gathered together, inspired by their
faith, they are excited by it and filled
with the Holy Spirit.”
Her youth ministry program is
affected by the YLC because she ends up
using some of the games and music and
songs that she and the youths learned at
the YLC.
The value of youth ministers such as
Jennifer Olson and others around the
diocese is something Paul Mach, the
diocesan director of youth ministry,
appreciates a lot.
“This conference would not happen if
not for the youth ministers,” Mach said.
“They are the recruiters, and they are the
people who prepare the kids to come to
get the most out of the experience, and
they are the people who have to do the
follow up to give them the leadership
opportunities, to let them use the skills
they’ve learned.”
In the end, for many young people,
the conference becomes something
valuable, something which Olson
learned and put into use, both as a
youth and now as a youth minister.
“Because of the Youth Leadership
Conference,” Mach said, “the kids
are taking ownership of their youth
ministry programs, learning to work in
conjunction with the youth ministers.”

ter in Chicago (835 N. Rush St.),
Vicki Thorn, the founder of Project
Rachel, which is a post-abortion
healing ministry, will be speaking
on the biochemistry of the Theology of the Body. She will talk
about the biology of bonding and
attachment and the consequences
of chemical contraceptives. Registration is required. For more information, contact Karen Buchert at
(630) 551-1712 or at kbuchert@
dioceseofjoliet.org. The cost is $25
per individual and $40 per couple.

For more local news and parish events, visit www.dioceseofjoliet.org

Get the free mobile app at

http://gettag.mobi

To listen to Bishop
Conlon’s podcasts
please go to
dioceseofjoliet.org

31

St. Bernard Church in Homer Glen

This magazine
reaches you each
month courtesy of
your parish and the
Diocese of Joliet
St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle
p l e a s e

r e c y c l e

St. Francis of Assisi Church in Bolingbrook

