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A pesar de todas las ironías y las
bromas divertidas, recuerdo esa tarde
como una en la cual sentí una gran

nostalgia por los Estados Unidos. Como
lo dice la vieja expresión: “la ausencia
hace crecer el cariño en el corazón.” En
cierto sentido, creo que realmente no
apreciaba a este país, mi hogar, hasta
que viajé y viví fuera de él. Y aunque
disfruté mucho el tiempo que pase en
Europa, nunca fue como mi hogar.
Cada fecha de la Independencia,
recibimos el llamado a celebrar el regalo
de nuestra libertad y a recordar los
principios en los cuales fue fundado este
país: vida, libertad y la búsqueda de la

felicidad. Esto nos recuerda que somos
una nación, bajo un Dios indivisible,
esforzándose por la libertad y justicia
de toda su gente. Esta conmemoración
anual al firmarse la Declaración de
Independencia en 1776, es muy
importante para nosotros como seres
humanos. Las bendiciones de libertad y
justicia consagradas en esa Declaración
y en La Carta de Derechos son partes
cruciales del material que conforma
nuestra sociedad y, al mismo tiempo, las
cuales damos por hecho.
No se necesita
mirar muy lejos
para observar
lugares en el
mundo en donde
las personas no son
libres de expresar
sus opiniones, en
donde no existe
libertad de religión
o en donde criticar
al gobierno, a sus
líderes o políticas,
es bajo el riesgo
de ser apresado o
de algo peor. Las
bendiciones que
disfrutamos y que
esperamos como derechos básicos, al
ser ciudadanos estadounidenses, no se
dieron fácilmente. Nuestros antepasados,
lucharon y murieron para lograr y
mantener esta libertad. Si, en el Dia
de la Memoria por los Combatientes,
recordamos de una manera especial
a aquellos que defendieron nuestro
país y nuestra libertad, tal vez el Día de
Independencia es un día para renovar
nuestra responsabilidad para construir
el sueño creado por nuestros queridos
Padres; para continuar construyendo

una republica que provea una sociedad
más justa, moral, ética y libre para
todos. Como personas de fe, sabemos
que sin valores morales no se logra
una sociedad fuerte, duradera. Así que
debemos continuar influyendo en nuestra
sociedad con principios cristianos de
amor, justicia, verdad, honestidad, pureza
y decencia. Tenemos que ser personas
de “Bienaventuranzas,” para nuestra
nación, levadura, liderando por medio
del ejemplo en las formas de verdad y
justicia, para que nuestro país sea un
modelo para el mundo y vivir realmente
a la imagen que ambicionaron aquellos
que fundaron nuestro país: una ciudad
brillante en la colina.
Como todos sabemos, aun no
hemos llegado ahí. Debemos continuar
trabajando por los derechos de aquellos
que no han llegado a nacer, por los
pobres y por los ancianos, a fortalecer al
matrimonio y la vida familiar, y a proteger
la libertad de religión para todos los
ciudadanos. Dios nos ha bendecido con
los medios para llegar a esta meta, si
aceptamos la responsabilidad de ayudar
a formar y a reforzar nuestra voluntad
nacional para hacerla una realidad.
Como católicos, como estadounidenses,
no nos atrevamos a tomar nuestra
libertad como un hecho si la queremos
ver florecer y poder pasarla a futuras
generaciones como un derecho de
nacimiento. Debemos de estar activos y
vigilantes si queremos llenar la promesa
hecha hace 236 años de ser una nación
bajo Dios, con libertad y justicia para
todos.
Mons. Joseph Siegel
Diócesis de Joliet
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
julio 2012
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is no religious liberty, where to criticize
the government – its leaders or policies
– one risks imprisonment or worse. The
blessings we enjoy and expect as basic
rights of being an American citizen did
not come easily. Our forebearers fought
and died to achieve this freedom and

I

Despite all the ironies and fun banter,
I remember that evening as one in which
I felt especially homesick for the United
States. There is the old expression:
absence makes the heart grow fonder.
In some sense, I don’t think that I really
appreciated this country, my homeland,
until I had traveled and lived abroad.
While I certainly loved my time in Europe
– it was never home.
On each Independence Day, we are
called to celebrate the gift of our freedom
and to remember the principles on which
our freedom and our country are based
– life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness.
We are reminded that we are one nation,
under God, indivisible – striving for liberty
and justice for all of our people. This
annual commemoration of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence in 1776
is so important for us, as a people. The
blessings of liberty, freedom, and justice
enshrined in that Declaration and the Bill
of Rights are crucial parts of the fabric of
our society but ones that we so often take
for granted.
We don’t have to look too far to see
places in the world where people are not
free to express their opinions, where there

to maintain it. If, on Memorial Day, we
remember in a special way those who
died defending our country and our
freedom, perhaps Independence Day
is a day for renewing our responsibility
to build on the dream formed by our
Founding Fathers – to continue to build
a republic that provides a more just,
free, ethical and moral society for all.
As a people of faith, we know that
without a moral fabric our society cannot
be strong – cannot endure. So we need
to continue to influence our society with
the Christian principles of love, truth,
justice, honesty, purity and decency. We
must be people of the Beatitudes for
our nation, a leaven, leading by example
in the ways of truth and justice so that
our country then might be a model for
the world and truly live up to that image
envisioned by those who founded our
country – a shining city on the hill.
As we all know, we are not there
yet. We must continue to work for the
rights of the unborn, the poor and the
elderly, to strengthen marriage and
family life, and to protect the religious
liberty of all citizens. God has blessed
us with the means to accomplish these
goals if we but accept the responsibility
of helping to form and strengthen our
national will to make them a reality. As
Catholics, as Americans, we dare not
take our freedom for granted if we want
it to flourish and be able to pass it on to
future generations as a birthright. We
must be active and vigilant if we want
to fulfill the promise made 236 years
ago – to be one nation, under God, with
liberty and justice for all.

I

T

he Fourth of July that I remember most
distinctly was the one I didn’t even spend
in the United States I was, of all places, in
England. I was a seminarian, and I was serving
a parish internship in London. There were several of us
from the North American College working in the city that
summer. We were invited by some English seminarians
to celebrate our holiday with them at the Royal George
Inn. There, among our English hosts, we celebrated
our country’s independence from theirs. To top off the
evening, we Americans stood and sang our National
Anthem, which, of course, was written during the War of
1812 against the British.

l 4 de julio que más recuerdo, fue aquel en el que estuve fuera de los Estados
Unidos y, entre todos los lugares, estuve en Inglaterra. Yo era seminarista y
estaba sirviendo como interno en una parroquia en Londres. Éramos varios
los estudiantes del Colegio Norteamericano trabajando allí ese verano.
Fuimos invitados por varios seminaristas ingleses a pasar nuestros días festivos con
ellos en el Royal George Inn. Ahí, entre nuestros anfitriones ingleses, celebramos
la independencia de nuestro país de Inglaterra. Y, además, esa noche nosotros los
estadounidenses nos pusimos de pie y cantamos el himno nacional el cual fue escrito
durante la guerra en 1812 en contra de los británicos.
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Local News
Courses offer deeper appreciation
of the Bible
George Kennedy, a parishioner at St. Petronille Parish in Glen
Ellyn, is in his 60s, and he describes himself as a typical Catholic
of his generation. That means he grew up going to Mass, learning
the Catechism – but not reading the
Bible. That was the style of the preVatican II generation.
But, two years ago, his
wife decided to take a
Bible study class with the
Biblical Institute of the
Diocese of Joliet. He noticed
how much she enjoyed the
class, and they would talk about
what she was learning.
His schedule at the time did not permit him to take a class, but
he admits that he wasn’t too motivated to take one, even though
his wife was encouraging him to do so, he said.
But then he observed one of the classes, and he was hooked.
He wanted to learn more about the Bible and his faith, and he
also remembered studying and enjoying the letters of St. Paul in
the Catholic high school he attended years ago.
And since the Biblical Institute was offering various books from
the New Testament last fall – including the letters of St. Paul – he
decided to sign up.

In the months that have followed, he has learned about the
Gospels of Mark, Luke and John, along with the letters of St. Paul
and St. John, and the Book of Revelation.
What he has learned, he said, has deepened his
understanding of the Bible, which has helped him when
listening to the readings at Mass when he sits in the pews or
proclaims the Word as a lector.
“I have a much greater personal faith experience now,”
Kennedy said.
He added that what he has learned in taking the classes is a
deeper understanding of discipleship and the need to live life as a
good Christian example.
Another participant at the Biblical Institute, Carol Olmstead,
has taken classes there since the start of the institute in the fall of
2009. She is on the staff at St. Petronille Parish as the co-director
of worship, organist and choirmaster. So taking the classes has
helped her in picking out music that goes well with the Scripture
readings of the Mass, she said.
But, overall, her understanding of the Scriptures is much
deeper, she said.
“I find that I read the Scriptures differently than before,”
Olmstead said. “One of the things the Biblical Institute helps you
understand is the writers of the Scriptures were writing using
language of their time and of their culture, as well as literary
forms of their culture. Some things are intended to be taken very
literally, and some are intended to be telling a truth within the
context of a story. The institute has helped me to understand that
piece of it, so that when I read the Scripture, I read it differently. I
pray differently because of that understanding. I listen differently.
Everything is different and deeper.”
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The Biblical Institute divides its classes into two phases.
Years one and two focus on methods of study and praying
with the Bible, the basics of the Catholic approach to
Scripture, and the systematic study of the major books of
the Old and New Testaments.
During years three and four, the classes cover every other
book of the Bible and develop the basic methods learned in
the first two years.
In the 2012-13 year, year one meets at Notre Dame Parish
in Clarendon Hills on Wednesdays from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. and at
St. Jude in New Lenox on Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
New students may join these classes. Continuing classes for
year three students will be held at St. Petronille in Glen Ellyn
on Thursdays from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m., while year four students
will be at St. Mary Immaculate in Plainfield on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. -11 a.m.
Preview nights for prospective students to check out what the
classes are all about will be held at the following times and locations: Aug. 28, from 7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m., at St. Jude Parish in
New Lenox; Aug. 22 from 7 p.m. -8:30 p.m. at Notre Dame
Parish in Clarendon Hills; Aug. 21 from 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at
Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish in Elmhurst; and Aug. 23 from
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Frankfort.
For more information about the Biblical Institute, contact
Carol Kloss at carol@scriptureschool.org,
or (630) 281-4515, or go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/reo/
and click on “Biblical Institute.”
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Sacrament of Marriage

I

n Church teaching, children are called
the “crown” of marriage, but those same
documents also call children the “cross” of
marriage. Experienced parents can testify
that children brought happiness and satisfaction to their lives, but they know it is not easy to
raise a family. Research confirms that marital happiness suffers when children arrive. Think about those
early years, and you would know what these theologians and scientists are talking about.

New studies indicate that the “happiness gap” is relatively
the additional demands of parenting can draw a couple closer
small. Bryan Caplan, professor of economics at George Mason
together in their joint project, this seldom happens automatically.
University, believes the pros outweigh the cons. He cites the
In their book “Marrying Well,” Catholic marriage experts James
National Opinion Research Center’s General Social Survey, which
and Evelyn Whitehead suggest ways to moderate the strain of
says that, while every additional child makes parents just 1.3
parenting: “We can talk things out more often, we can re-exampercentage points less likely to be “very happy,” the estimated
ine the way we use our time and money and energy, we can try
happiness boost of marriage is about 18 percentage points.
to be clearer about our real priorities as a family, we can change
“A closer look at the General Social Survey also reveals that
child No. 1 does almost all the damage,” Caplan said. “Otherwise some of the patterns that do not work very well.”
Parenting is hard work, but spouses are not destined to decline
identical people with one child instead of none are 5.6 percentinto unsatisfying relationships when children are in the picture.
age points less likely to be very happy. Beyond that, additional
They can choose how they will respond to the challenge. In the
children are almost a happiness free lunch. Each child after the
process, each person can gain maturity and each can grow in apfirst reduces your probability of being very happy by a mere 0.6
preciation of the other’s developing abilities. As the Whiteheads
percentage points.”
He cites decades’ worth of twin and adoption research to point say, “Being parents together can call out in each of us qualities of
generosity and inventiveness that make us even more loveable to
out that children are shaped by more factors than how attentive
one another. I learn there is a playfulness in you that I have not
their parents are.
seen so well before; you come to cherish the breadth of my care.
Since he is an economist, Caplan expresses himself in how
Our commitment to each other is strengthened as our lives are
much capital parents expend in child-rearing: “If you think that
your kids’ future rests in your hands, you’ll probably make many woven together in patterns of concern and joy and responsibility
for our children.”
painful ‘investments’ – and feel guilty that you didn’t do more,”
Take heart! In time, your “crown” will rest easier on your
he said. “Once you realize that your kids’ future largely rests in
brow. It helps to recognize that parenting years are one season
their own hands, you can give yourself a guilt-free break.”
in the life of a marriage. Children
(In 2011, Caplan pubeventually grow up and leave
lished a book, “Selfish ReaStory by Lauri Przybysz, coordinator of the Marriage and
home. Studies also show that
sons to Have More Kids.”)
Family Life Office for the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Lauri
the “empty nest” is associated
In the parenting years,
and her husband, John, are North American representatives
with significant improvement in
spouses will find that pafor the International Confederation of Christian Family
marital happiness for all parents.
tience and time together are
Movements.
God is merciful!
rare commodities. Although
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Is it ever OK
		 to remove a feeding tube?
In a previous column, we talked about the need for food and water as basic, rather than medicinal, care. In this column, we
discuss if and when it is ever appropriate to remove a feeding tube.

E

xperienced health practitioners will attest that, sometimes, when death is truly imminent and
the body begins to shut down, a patient will refuse food and water. Note that, while there is
no exact definition of what qualifies as “imminent,” it refers to a situation where death occurs
within a short period of time, (hours or days rather than weeks or months), as a result of the
underlying condition, and not as a result of induced dehydration or starvation. The refusal/
removal of food and water is simply a reflection of the physiological reality that is taking place: the patient’s
body is no longer able to process food and water. In such a situation, their continued administration would
be a burden – sometimes a painful one – on the dying person.

It is also important to recognize that food and fluids are sometimes refused by people who are unable to swallow, either temporarily or permanently, although they are not dying. Those patients
who can eat should be encouraged to do so. Also, when appropriate, in light of medical fact, these patients should be gently educated and encouraged to consent to the placement of a feeding tube
through which they can receive proper food and fluids.
Of course, some patients may still refuse to consent to tube
placement for reasons such as honest psychological repugnance.
These concerns can and ought to be addressed through education
and encouragement, so that the patient can move past repugnance

and honestly consent to having a tube placed for purposes of
basic nutrition and hydration. The insertion of a feeding tube is a
routine procedure that can be done on an outpatient basis under
local anesthesia. In fact, thousands of people who take their food
and fluids by tube live otherwise normal lives.
What must be guarded against is the view that the method of
delivery (through a tube or a straw) makes the food and water
“medical treatment.” In light of the fact that most hospitals and
the law itself sees it otherwise, it is vitally important to make
sure your patient advocate knows your beliefs in this matter and
is committed to protecting your rights.
By Jason Negri
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no anesthesia, he undergoes a series of unsuccessful surgeries; first
his leg is broken and reset only to leave him with a protruding bone,
which is later sawed off and poorly set yet again. With one leg now
shorter than the other, his limb is stretched out with weights and a
slow and excruciatingly painful recovery takes place. Emotionally and
physically, he hits rock bottom. His storybook past begins to fade and
his future looks more and more grim. But one day, on the feast day of
Ss. Peter and Paul, things begin to improve.
Amidst the boredom of convalescence, he requests his favorite
reading to help the time pass: books on chivalry and romance. However, only books on the life of Christ and the saints are available, so he
starts reading those instead. He is suddenly conflicted. His thoughts
of women, fame, and glory leave him feeling empty inside.Conversely,
he finds himself comforted and at peace when he reads about Jesus
and the saints. A conversion begins. The man, who was once a soldier
magine a young man of noble birth living
on the battlefield, will become a soldier for Christ. He will go on to
in the early 16th century in the picturbecome the foremost expert in spiritual direction and form the order
esque Basque region of northern Spain.
known as the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits. This amazing human
He is entrenched in the ideals of a roman- being is St. Ignatius of Loyola.
ticized life of knighthood and courting the
As with many of the saints, the life of St. Ignatius has all of the
ladies. He earns the respect of his military peers for markings of a Hollywood movie. So much so, it makes one wonhis leadership qualities and repeatedly avoids injury der why Hollywood goes to such lengths to fabricate fictional heroes.
and death, battle after battle. Until one day, when a The romance, drama and glory of a young knight out to conquer the
world is something intriguing to us all, as it was to Ignatius. But, as
cannonball changes everything.
he later found, and as we are called to learn, a life of holiness leads us
to even greater nobility that can be as romantic and world-altering as
One can only imagine the crushing pain of a cannon ball’s direct any storybook ever written.
I only can dream of the beautiful landscapes of the Basque country
hit to the legs, but it is nothing compared to what is to follow. With
of northern Spain and the culture and times into which this
Basque-inspired grilled cod with peppers and saffron rice
noble saint was born. And I can’t
think of a better way to mark his
• 4 cod fillets
• 1 tablespoon white wine vinegar
feast day on July 31 than to share
• 1 green pepper, thinly sliced
• Salt and pepper to taste
some of the region’s cuisine. The
• 1 red pepper, thinly sliced
• 1 ½ cups long grain white rice
flavorful yet simple ingredients
• 1 yellow or orange pepper, thinly sliced
• 3 cups chicken broth
of Basque country cooking are
• 1 medium onion, thinly sliced
• ½ cup onion, finely chopped
wonderful and the following
• 1 teaspoon dried, crushed red pepper
• Generous pinch of Spanish saffron
recipe is reminiscent of the time
• 2 cloves minced garlic
• 1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
St. Ignatius lived. I enjoy prepar• 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil plus
• Salt and pepper to taste
ing it and pondering the man
extra for fish
who forfeited his worldly desire
for glory, for a more humble life
Prepare the rice. In a medium saucepan, sauté the onions
in service to God – a life that uluntil they are transparent. Add saffron; pinch between fingers
timately immortalized his name
to a finer consistency over the cooked onions. Add salt, pepfar more than could have ever
per and rice. Stir until combined and then add chicken broth.
been achieved on a battlefield.
Cover with a lid and bring to a rapid boil. Give it one more
stir, cover and reduce to a simmer. Cook for 30-40 minutes
or until rice is tender and liquid is absorbed.
Meanwhile, preheat grill to medium-high heat. Combine
sliced peppers, onions, crushed red pepper, minced garlic,
olive oil, white wine vinegar, salt and pepper in a large zip-seal
freezer bag. Seal bag and give it a few shakes until well combined. Empty contents of bag in
the center of a large sheet of heavy-duty aluminum foil and cover with another sheet of foil
the same size. Fold and seal edges all around veggies to create a pouch. Throw on one side
of the grill.
Lightly brush fish with olive oil and add salt and pepper to both sides. Wait until peppers
have cooked for at least 10 minutes. Flip pouch and gently place cod fillets on the grill. Cook
Michelle DiFranco is a
until fish is opaque and flakes with a fork. Serve the cod and peppers over the cooked rice.
designer and the busy mom
of two children.
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Ask the Priest

Q

Does the Church still
give last rites, and what
is the difference between last
rites and the anointing of the sick?

I

8

11 Feature
Story

a

Three terms often get confused in this
discussion, and so my hope is that this
response will clarify what is meant by “anointing of the
sick,” “extreme unction” and “last rites.”
The Bible gives us the earliest
account of the sacrament of the
anointing of the sick in James
5:14-15: “Is anyone among you
sick? He should summon the
presbyters of the church, and
they should pray over him and
anoint him with oil in the name
of the Lord, and the prayer of
faith will save the sick person,
and the Lord will raise him up.

P

le conoció como Extremaunción,
que significa “última unción,”
refiriéndose al hecho de ser la última
de las unciones sacramentales (una
es la unción en el bautismo, otra en
la confirmación y, otra más, si se
Cuando se habla de Extremaunción, recibe en las Ordenes Sagradas) o
los Últimos Ritos y Unción de los
por el hecho de ser administrada en
Enfermos mayormente se confunden tres té- los últimos días antes de la muerte.
rminos, que espero pueda ayudar a clarificar. Al estudiar los sacramentos, dentro
del contexto de las Escrituras y de la
historia de la Iglesia, el Decreto del
La Biblia nos menciona por primera vez el sacramento de
Concilio Vaticano II sobre la Sagrada
la Unción de los Enfermos en Santiago 5, 14-15: “¿Hay
alguno enfermo? Que llame a los ancianos de la Iglesia, que Liturgia dice: ‘La «extremaunción»,
que también, y mejor, puede
oren por él y lo unjan con aceite en el nombre del Señor.
La oración hecha con fe salvará al que no puede levantarse; llamarse «unción de enfermos», no
es sólo el Sacramento de quienes se
el Señor hará que se levante; y si ha cometido pecados,
encuentran en los últimos momentos
se le perdonarán.” La práctica de llamar al sacerdote para
de su vida.” El Papa Paulo VI, en
ungir a aquellos que están enfermos, se ha asociado con
su Constitución Apostólica de 1972
la unción que se da las personas que están gravemente
sobre la unción de los Enfermos,
enfermas en su lecho de muerte. A este sacramento se

r

T. Gennara

If he has committed any sins, he
will be forgiven.” The practice of
calling the priest to anoint those
who are sick later became associated with the priest anointing
the gravely ill on their deathbed.
The sacrament became known
as extreme unction, which
means “final anointing,” referring
either to it being the last of the
sacramental anointings (one is

anointed in baptism, confirmation and, if received, holy orders)
or to it being administered in the
final days before death. While
studying the sacrament within
the context of the Scriptures and
the Church’s history, the Second
Vatican Council’s Decree on
Sacred Liturgy acknowledges,
“‘Extreme unction,’ which may
also and more properly be called
‘anointing of the sick,’ is not a
sacrament for those only who are
at the point of death.” So Pope
Paul VI, in his 1972 apostolic
constitution on the sacrament of
the anointing of the sick, revised
the name of the sacrament from
extreme unction to the anointing of the sick, with the aim of
broadening/recovering the understanding of the sacrament as
being for all who are seriously ill
and not exclusively to the dying:

¿Continúa la Iglesia ofreciendo
la Extremaunción? ¿Cuál es la
diferencia entre la Extremaunción
y la Unción de los Enfermos?

Father Matthew Pratscher
is the pastor at St. Francis
Xavier Parish in Joliet.
“The sacrament of the anointing
of the sick is given to those who
are seriously ill…”
When the sacrament of the
anointing of the sick is given to
a person who is dying, it is often
given within the context of last
rites. Last rites refers to the three
rites or sacraments (penance/
pardon, anointing, and communion/viaticum) given to a person
by a priest to prepare the soul for
their final journey to the Lord.

revisó el nombre del Sacramento de
‘Extremaunción’ al de la “Unción de
los Enfermos” con la intención de
ampliar y recuperar la comprensión
del Sacramento, para aquellos que
están seriamente enfermos; pero no
exclusivamente para los que están
muriendo: “El sacramento de la
Unción de los Enfermos es dado
a aquellos que están delicados de
salud…”
Cuando el sacramento de la Unción
de los Enfermos se da a una persona
que está muriendo, es otorgado bajo
el contexto de los “últimos ritos.”
Los “Últimos Ritos” se refieren a los
tres ritos o sacramentos (penitencia/
perdón, unción y comunión/viático)
concedidos a una persona por un
sacerdote para preparar al alma en
su última jornada hacia el Señor.
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Stuck in the past

I

t is hard to let go of
our past. Many of
us live in the past,
clinging to hurts,
disappointments and,
especially, our guilt. The
Lord always is calling us
forward into our future, but
we are stuck in our past.
When we wallow in our
past, we lose perspective.
We miss the daily
invitations to walk forward
in faith. It is like trying to
drive while always looking
in the rear-view mirror.

The heart can make anything into an
idol, into a false god. We can readily
admit to making idols out of obvious
things, such as wealth and power, but
to see the past as an idol may be more
difficult. In our preoccupation with the
past, in our obsessive rehearsal of it, the
past becomes a “god.” I worship at its
altar and become enslaved by it.
When we cling to our past, we are
actually exalting ourselves. We are
making our lives, our sins, our wrong
turns so monumental that we are sure
the world has never seen such a mess,
and that even God has walked away. Our
ego can be inflated in telling our story
in this grandiose way. Ego is good at
making everything about “us.”

Letting go
We cannot change the past. And we
are who we are because of it. We may
even have to make amends because of it.
But, what can change is our relationship
to it. The past does not have to define us
and hold us back. Letting go of the past
can be a matter of simply being more
aware of our attachment to it, and slowly,
with the aid of grace, learning to live in
the present.
Or, our fixation on the past may
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be such that only a crisis opens us to
change, and a new perspective. A dark
time may be the occasion for healing and
a growth in wholeness. That surrender
may come only after we realize we are
powerless to extract ourselves from our
past. In the confusion, then, our ego
may be open to God’s love luring us past
where we have found ourselves stuck.
Some wounds of the past may require
professional help, but that, too, can be a
grace-enabled effort.
Our faith tells us the Paschal Mystery,
the dying and rising of Christ, will be
the rhythm of our days. Letting go of
an unhealthy regard for our past can be
one of those deaths that leads to new
life. The very struggle we have with our
past, and the discovery of God’s mercy

Y O U R

F A I T H

Catholic Life

ways God had been faithful to Israel.
The prophet Isaiah said:
Thus says the Lord…
Remember not the events of the past;
the things of long ago, consider not.
See, I am doing something new.
…It is I, I, who wipe out,
for my own sake, your offenses;
your sins I remember no more.
Isaiah 43:18, 19, 25
If God forgives and forgets our
sinful past, what excuse do we have to
remember it? Of course, we will not have
amnesia. But what we will remember
from the past are the blessings, the
miracles that accompanied our days and
years. We will remember when we were

“See, I am doing something new.
…It is I, I, who wipe out,
for my own sake, your offenses;”
in that struggle, can help us be bearers
of forgiveness and compassion for
others. The truth of our lives is that we
are loved by God in spite of everything.
Mercy, forgiveness and healing always
are available.

Isaiah 43:18, 19, 25
brought from slavery into freedom. And
this memory will allow us to live the
present in peace – and to anticipate the
future without fear.

The bigger picture
We do not have to make sense of it
all. We are unable to connect the dots
in our past. We cannot because we
live immersed in mystery. Only from
the outside can our lives be made
intelligible. God can take the jumbled
pieces of our story, our ego-drama, and
put them into their place in the great
theo-drama, the story the Spirit is telling.
Our lives are really the story of God’s
mercies.
Consider Israel’s past. Israel
continually rehearsed all the ways it
had not been faithful to God. But, the
important memory was about all the

Father John Welch, O.
Carm., resides in a Carmelite
community in Joliet.
Story by Father John Welch

“America, America,
God shed his
grace on thee”

F

ourth of July celebrations
typically include picnics, parties,
fireworks and other fun. This
national holiday also provides us
with an opportunity to look back and take
stock in our nation and our citizenship.

The Declaration of Independence helped achieve freedom
of religion in the United States, yet practicing Catholicism in
America was a hard-earned right. In Maryland, the colony
established by Catholics in 1634, Catholics could not vote or
hold major office. Persecution of Catholics continued even
after the adoption of the First Amendment.
In a 1884 pastoral letter, the U.S. Catholic bishops wrote,
“A Catholic finds himself at home in the United States, for
the influence of his Church has constantly been exercised in
behalf of individual rights and popular
liberties. And the right-minded American
nowhere finds himself more at home
than in the Catholic Church for nowhere
else can he breathe more freely that
atmosphere of Divine truth, which alone
can make us free.”
Similarly, St. Augustine taught, “There
is no true liberty except the liberty of the
happy who cleave to the eternal law.”
The happiness resulting from upholding
God’s law mirrors the Founding Fathers’
notion of the “pursuit of happiness” –
every American’s inalienable right. Most
people who live Christian stewardship
attest to the truth that the life of giving
increases happiness.
Like him or not, John Fitzgerald
Kenndy was the first and, so far, only
Catholic president of the United States.
Kennedy understood the importance of
giving, as evidenced by one of his most
famous quotes: “Ask not what your country can do for you.
Ask what you can do for your country.”
As Catholics considering the equation in that quote, we
might substitute “God” for “your country.” When we serve God
above self, we live as good stewards and good citizens valuing
independence, but also interdependence.
Contemporary American culture seems star-struck, focused
on liberties of all stripes. Still, age-old common etiquette
discourages dicussing religion or politics at the picnic table.
The writers of the Constitution also found the combination of
church and state distasteful.

Y O U R

F A I T H

Feature Story

But a fresh reading
of the Declaration of
Independence reminds
us that the document we
celebrate every Fourth
of July refers to God
Tony Brandolino is the chief
as “Creator,” “Supreme
development officer for the
Judge of the World,” and
Diocese of Joliet.
proclaims “a firm reliance
on the Protection of Divine Providence.” America has been,
from the beginning, a religious nation. The real threat to
democratic pluralism is not the presence of religious values,
but their absence. Unless the law of the land is based upon
the law of the Lord, we cannot fulfill our destiny as “one
nation under God.”
This month, as we celebrate Independence Day, we
remember that freedom includes responsiblities, along with
rights. As Catholics, we’re called to take
citizenship seriously and to take action
in the public square to promote social
justice, protect human rights, value the
common good, and vote – both at the
polls and with our pocketbooks.
When you contribute to the Diocese
of Joliet, you’re casting a vote, in a
way, to support our Church’s many
ministries serving people in need.
Sometimes people assume God and
money should be kept separate as
Church and state. But in America, we
can look closely at U.S. coins to find
the words “In God We Trust” or at
dollar bills to find the eye of God as a
reminder that even our money links us
to our Lord.
Most of us agree that money can
affect freedom. More money can equal
more freedom – or less. It’s not how
much money we possess, but what we
elect to do with our money.
This Independence Day, if you find yourself blessed with a
job, an income, and any amount of financial security, please
join the ten of thousands of American Catholics in the Diocese
of Joliet who have freely and happily pledged allegiance to our
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal. Your contribution helps
extend more freedom to people struggling in our community.
Your generosity at a time when our troubled nation needs
citizens to step up and pitch in is an all-American way to give
back to your Church and your nation.
Happy Independence Day!

For more information on the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal, please visit www.jolietdioceseappeal.org
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Spiritual Fitness

R

ecently, I wrote about the gift of
faith: faith to believe that Christ died
for you. Yes, you. Christ died for
each of us – not for billions, but for
each one of us in particular. You
and I have no power to save ourselves for eternal
life. Only God, in Christ, in his infinite mercy, can do
that for us. When you decide to believe this truth
and put your will behind it, then hope begins to
spring up in your spirit and in your heart and mind.
If God is who He says He is, if He has made a way
for me to eventually dwell with Him forever in eternal happiness, then my hope is based on a solid
foundation.

So often when we use the
word hope, it is really a substitute for wishful thinking. “I
hope the weather will be good
tomorrow”; “I hope so and so
will come to my graduation
party;” “I hope I can overcome
this illness”; “I hope I get this
job.” We are wishing that good
things will happen, but we
cannot guarantee that they will
– we don’t have the power to
make it so.
But when we talk about
Christian hope, it is something very different. Christian

hope stands on the promises
of Jesus Christ, as stated for
us in the Scriptures. He who
is the source of all Truth will
not lie to us. We call it hope
because we have not seen the
fulfillment of God’s promises.
But it is not wishful thinking;
it is fact. God became man,
suffered and died for me that
I might not die forever. The
eternal penalty for my sins was
cancelled by Christ’s death on
the cross. As long as I personally repent, my sins will be
forgiven.

Read the Scripture passage
below out loud. Paul’s sentences are rather long. Don’t
be deterred. Reading them out
loud helps. I want you to apply
these words to yourself.
Let the word of God, which is living and active, penetrate your
fear, your doubt, your anger, even hopelessness. Ask for more faith;
ask for the gift of hope and it will be given you. God’s word, God’s
truth has power to change you if you let it.

Spiritual
exercise for the
month of July

“Therefore, I, too, hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus and of your
love for all the holy ones, do not cease giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting
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Cupcakes
and

T. Gennara

How do we
		 have hope?

Through baptism, I have
been joined to God’s family. I
am a son or daughter of the
living God. That’s not just a
pious saying; that is reality because of God’s love and mercy.
I do not have to labor under
hopelessness, discouragement,
depression. I am genuinely a
child of God; cared for by a
Father who wants only the best
for me.
He has given me His Spirit
as the first pledge of my inheritance. Think of it, the Spirit
who is the love between the
Father and the Son, is given
to weak, sinful me, to guide
me into eternal union with the
source of all love. The Spirit is
the first pledge. Infinitely more
will be mine when I receive the
crown of life from him. This
is truth – not fairy tales; not
pious reflections, but truth. On
what will you put your hope:
the stock market, titles, positions, honors, bank accounts,
friendships? God can and does
allow us to have many gifts in
this life, but that is not where
the foundation of our faith and
hope should reside. All the
things we strive for will end;
only God and His promises will
prove true for all eternity. On
what will you put your hope?
Scripture assures us: Hope,
based on Christ and his promises, will not disappoint. This
is what God won for you in
Christ. (See Romans 5:5) This is our
hope.

Sister Ann Shields is
a renowned author and a
member of the Servants of
God’s Love. Questions can
be addressed to Sister Ann
Shields, Renewal Ministries,
230 Collingwood, Suite 240,
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

card
games

For more complete
teaching:
A free booklet, “Captured by Mercy” is
available by calling
1.800.282.4789.
A CD, “Captured by
Mercy” is available for
$10. Order by writing Renewal Ministries,
Att: Jan Sauter, 230
Collingwood, Suite 240,
Ann Arbor, MI 48103.
(Check payable to
Renewal Ministries)
“Welcome the
Spiritual Gifts” by
Peter Herbeck is a free
booklet. Order by calling
1.800.282.4789.

in knowledge of him. May the eyes of [your] hearts be enlightened, that
you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the
riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the
surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the
exercise of his great might. … You were dead in your transgressions and
sins in which you once lived following the age of this world, following the
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the desires of our flesh, following
the wishes of the flesh and the impulses, and we were by nature children
of wrath, like the rest. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of the
great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ (by grace you have been saved), raised
us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus,
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 1:15-2:10)

Catholic Charities

A

nna Mae lives in a small, but tidy and
charming house on a quiet street
near Kankakee. As I approached
the house for my visit, I never
would have imagined that five generations of
Anna Mae’s family live there. Anna Mae is the
oldest at 87 years old; the youngest is her adorable 7-month-old
great-great grandson.
This close-knit family works very
hard to support each other and to help
whenever needed. However, all of the
adults are busy with full-time jobs and/
or college and needed additional help
caring for Anna Mae. The family noticed
that while they were each occupied with
other things, Anna Mae was spending
hours alone in her bedroom watching
TV and crocheting. Anna Mae’s daughter
discovered Catholic Charities’ Senior
Companion Program through a friend.
That’s how the family was introduced to
Gloria, her senior companion.
Gloria, 73 years old, was struggling
with depression after her husband
passed away. She had trouble adjusting
to the reality that her children were
grown and out of the house, and her

husband was gone. Gloria’s home felt
empty, and she became lonely. As her
depression worsened, she became
isolated. Her daughters identified a
problem and took Gloria to a doctor,
who began treating her depression.
Around the same time, Gloria noticed
a small mention of Catholic Charities’
Senior Companion Program in her
parish bulletin. The social aspect of the
program appealed to her, and she knew
it would help her fight her depression
and loneliness.
The two women became friends
immediately. Gloria goes to Anna
Mae’s home almost every morning. On
the morning of my visit, Gloria arrived
with homemade cupcakes to share
with the family. The two women have

formed a close bond and enjoy their
time together. This gives Anna Mae’s
family an opportunity to go to work and
school knowing that she’s well cared
for at home.
During my visit, the women quickly
started playing the card game SkipBo. They explained that this is one
of their favorite activities, and Gloria
confessed, “Anna Mae usually wins.”
They also spend time doing crafts and
attending bingo.
“I look forward to the visits and get
excited when she comes,” Anna Mae
told me about her time with Gloria.
Gloria is equally thrilled with their
pairing: “The visits make my life more
cheerful,” she said. “Anna Mae and her
family have become friends … almost
family.”
Catholic Charities’ Senior Companion
Program offers adults (age 55 and over) an
opportunity to support their homebound,
frail peers through regularly scheduled
home visits. Senior companions earn a
modest tax-free stipend and generally
volunteer 20 hours per week. The program
is offered in Grundy, Iroquois, Kankakee
and Will counties. To learn more about the
Senior Companion Program and the other
programs and services provided by Catholic
Charities, visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
Story and Photography
Maggie
Snow
Story by by
Janet
Culloton
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Local
Catholic
colleges
celebrate
anniversaries
celebrating
LEWIS

T

wo local Catholic universities are
celebrating anniversaries this
year. Benedictine University in
Lisle is celebrating 125 years,
while Lewis University in Romeoville is
celebrating 80 years.
Benedictine University
At the beginning of the school year last year, the faculty and
staff at Benedictine University in Lisle spent an entire day talking
about who and what they were as a Catholic university. Speakers
talked about Catholicism and Benedictine spirituality. There were
discussion groups. People shared with each other.
One of the people who put the day together was Alicia Cordoba Tait, the director of the university’s Center for Mission and
Identity. As she watched people deep in conversations with each
other during that day, she said she felt there was an increase in the
sense of camaraderie and love for Catholicism.
“People on campus talk regularly about our Benedictine values,”
she said, which include a tradition of hospitality, a search for God
by oneself and with others and an appreciation for living and
working in community. “We all know them well. But the Catholic
side has not been quite as visible as it was with the faculty and
staff that day. … By the end of the day, all I could do was smile. I
pulled out a rosary, sat down at the podium and started saying a
rosary, just watching the final discussions happen because I didn’t
know a better way to give thanks for the beauty and love that everyone had for each other and shared. To me, you do not see that
at the University of Illinois. Or Harvard. You see that at a Catholic
school, where everyone can feel good about having faith, believing in God, and sharing that with one another.”
She said this kind of get-together is rare; she has been working
at the university since 1998, and she can only recall one other
gathering, which had to do specifically with Benedictine identity,
that was similar.
The end result of the meeting was, as she put it, “to entrench

years

UNIVERSITY

An early classroom at
St. Procopius College.
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Benedictine University students
work on a project in class.
ourselves in the pride and happiness we share about being at a place
that loves its Catholic faith, mission and heritage and history.”
That history she refers to is 125 years long. The school began
when several Benedictine monks, of St. Procopius Abbey, established a school, St. Procopius College, for the sons of Czechoslovakian immigrants in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago in1887.
“The monks wanted to help [the immigrants] get their bearings,
and keep the Catholic community strong,” said Tait, who also is
a professor in the university’s Department of Music, “and to help
them to get better jobs with an education that they might not have
had an opportunity to receive in Europe.”
Several years later, because of an increase in growth, the monks
decided to buy some land and move the school to Lisle in DuPage
County, where it has been located since 1901. (There have been
several name changes, however, over the years. St. Procopius
College became Illinois Benedictine College in 1971, which then
became Benedictine University in 1996.)
“Our students are welcomed, then nurtured and challenged
in mind, body and spirit,” said Benedictine University President
William J. Carroll, Ph.D. “Their Benedictine experience takes them
through academics, athletics, clubs, organizations, volunteerism
and more. Through it all, they are reminded and encouraged to
seek out the best in themselves and others.”
There have been other changes over the years. The school used
to be only for men; now it is co-ed. The faculty is mostly lay
people, instead of monks. The student population is different, too.
The undergraduate student population is now about one-quarter
Muslim, Tait said.
New buildings have sprouted. The Birck Hall of Science and the
Kindlon Hall of Learning were built in 2001. The Village of LisleBenedictine University Sports Complex was dedicated in 2005. The
Dan and Ada Rice Center’s renovation effort was completed in 2011.
The university also is spreading to other locations. It has a
presence in Asia as part of its Asia Institute, offering two master’s
degree programs in China and Vietnam. It has a branch campus
in Springfield, and recently received approval to open a branch
campus in Mesa, Ariz.
It offers more than 50 undergraduate majors, 16 master’s degree
programs and four doctoral programs. Its Center for Lifelong
Learning makes educational programs available to seniors.
Story by Carlos Briceño
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While reminiscing about her years at the university, Tait
recalled a moment she had experienced with the current abbot
of St. Procopius Abbey, Abbot Austin Murphy. “After a Center for
Mission and Identity meeting, as we
were walking across
campus, Abbot
Austin and I noted
an amazing feeling
we felt,” she said.
“We agreed that it
was the presence of
God that we felt,
Benedictine Hall in 1908.
visible in the people
we passed, and
that we had no doubt God was watching over us. We agreed that
Benedictine University is truly special and blessed.”

the university since 1960. The religious community was originally
founded by St. John Baptist de La Salle, who was born in France in
1651, died in 1719 and is known as the patron saint of teachers.
The brothers have woven their Lasallian values, which are based
on the teachings of St. de La Salle, into the university. They are,
according to Brother Gaffney: knowledge, fidelity, justice, wisdom
and association (meaning, community for mission).
When he first arrived as president, Brother Gaffney wanted
to make sure the university understood its mission as a Catholic
institution. Understanding that lay ministry is a vital part of the
Church, the university has been preparing lay people in the Lasallian tradition.

Lewis University
When Brother James Gaffney, FSC, first came to Lewis University, he was in the process of completing his doctoral studies. That
was in 1970. Times were different then. Inflation was high. The
Church was still adjusting to the changes made during the Second
Vatican Council. The university was a good school, Brother Gaffney said, but it was a place that still needed to grow.
“There was a lot of potential,” he said. “It was mostly potential.”
Fast forward to the present. The university has around 7,000
undergraduate and graduate students. It is the ninth-largest private
not-for-profit university in Illinois. Buildings have been re-built or
renovated or built as new.
Since 1988, Brother Gaffney has overseen much of the growth
of the university, which is celebrating its 80th anniversary. He is
one of 16 members of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, an
order commonly referred to as the Christian Brothers, on campus
in various jobs. The order has been in charge of the direction of

along with
Land donor Michael Fitzpatrick (with shovel),
diocese of
Arch
the
for
Bernard J. Sheil, Auxiliary Bishop
for Holy
nd
grou
k
brea
Chicago (second from the left),
.
Name Technical School in 1931
“Our greatest strength is what St. de La Salle called the spirit of
association,” Brother Gaffney said. “It means unity of mission, and
he said the greatest need… is to embrace and share one vision of
faith and zeal. That is our number one achievement, I believe.”
As an example, he mentioned that there were 45 people at the
university’s pastoral ministry center who were going through a
week of orientation and deeper formation on what it means to be a
Catholic university in a Lasallian Christian Brothers’ tradition.
“We’ve been doing that for six years,” he said. “We’ve probably
had 200 of our faculty and staff participating in that.”

Frank J. Lewis, who supported the school in a variety of ways in the early days and throughout his lifetime, shares
plans for the school’s front entrance structure with Archdiocesan officials and others.
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The university also
Forces, espeStudents at Holy Name Technical School took
invites and sends some
cially in regard
classes in technical subjects, as well as religion,
faculty and staff members
to flight training.
history, mathematics, reading, and other subjects.
to different programs that
The high school
the Christian Brothers
department was
sponsor nationally and
closed in 1942,
in Rome, he said, all in
and the U.S. Navy
an effort to get them to
used the campus
embrace the university’s
as a place to train
mission.
flight instructors.
“We share one spirit, a
A couple of
spirit of faith and a spirit
name changes
of zeal,” he said. “A unity
later, includfor mission. We know it’s
ing being called
driven by faith; faith underlies it. St. de La Salle used zeal in the
Lewis College, the school became known by its current name, Lewis
biblical sense of the living out the faith.”
University, in 1973. Today, regional campuses include Chicago,
He said the university was one of the first in the United States
Hickory Hills, Oak Brook, Shorewood, Tinley Park and Albuquerthat had a vice president for mission and identity. The university que, New Mexico. The university offers more than 80 undergradualso increased the number of theologians on its staff. Campus
ate majors and programs of study, 25 graduate programs, and
ministry also has increased in size to seven full-time ministers,
certificates of advanced study.
he added.
Brother Gaffney said the university is cognizant of not becoming
This is quite a change from the university’s humble beginnings.
an “elitist” university, which is why its second-largest expenditure is
Founded in 1932, it began as the Holy Name Technical School, a
financial assistance for students. As a result, the number of Latino
school for boys, that was created on 170 acres of farmland donated
students has quadrupled in the past decade, he said.
to the Archdiocese of Chicago by Michael and Frances Fitzpatrick
The university also does not have commencement speakers
of Lockport. There were 15 students.
come from outside the university. It selects a faculty member and a
The school was incorporated in 1934, along with a change in
student to speak during commencement, he said. “We want them to
name. The school began to be called Lewis Holy Name Technical
speak to the audience from their experience about what it means to
School, named after Frank J. Lewis, a noted Chicago philanthropist
be a Catholic university in the Christian Brothers’ tradition,” he said.
and industrialist who took an active interest in the school. Then,
“Having them say what is meaningful to them is far more powerful
in 1935, there was another name change: the Lewis Holy Name
for everyone in the audience, including the graduates. You see a lot
School of Aeronautics. The school soon had value to the Armed
of people nodding their heads.”

From this photo from the 1930s, airplanes can be seen parked in front of the Holy Technical School’s original
main building, which housed aviation equipment, shops, classrooms, and living quarters for some teachers. Today,
the building is the Oremus Fine Arts Center and houses the Philip Lynch Theatre, faculty offices, classrooms, and
facilities for art, music, theatre, and computer graphic design majors.
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Speakers extol

the benefits of marriage

T

he Diocese of Joliet sponsored
a Marriage Catechesis Day, a
collaborative initiative by various
diocesan agencies, on May
31 at the St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral
Center in Romeoville to priests, deacons,
parish staff and catechetical leaders. The
highlights of the day were the two main
speakers: Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, from
the Archdiocese of Louisville, and Helen
Alvaré, an associate professor of law at
George Mason University School of Law,
who is a prominent speaker on pro-life,
women and marriage issues. They talked
about the content of their speeches with
Christ is our Hope magazine.

Archbishop Kurtz
“My talk is about the need to defend the definition of
marriage. I give two reasons: First of all, going back to [the
Book of] Revelation. How, sometimes, God’s revelation is
actually implanted in nature. For example, just because the
Seventh Commandment says ‘do not steal’ doesn’t mean we
can’t have laws that deal with stealing, and that’s because that’s
at the very basis of respect for property and the basis of a good
society. I say it’s in our DNA, this notion of a two-in-one flesh
union, which is a sacrificial union of a man and woman for
each other and the openness for children. I make a case for the
need for us not to change the definition of marriage. We need
to be both courageous and compassionate to others, people
who themselves can’t marry. Someone who has a same-sex
attraction needs to be treated, naturally, with great dignity as
a child of God, made in the image of God. But treating with
dignity can never be at the expense of the basis of marriage, of
a basic definition of marriage. Some people mistakenly think
just because you defend the definition of marriage your work
is over. My sense is in our culture our work has just begun.
… We need to tell the stories of good and faithful married
love. I use a letter about someone who wrote to me about their
grandparents, who were married at that point for 70 years. It’s
a beautiful letter and it’s a letter of lifelong fidelity, and I’m as
much impressed with how the granddaughter, who is now an
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“Someone who has a samesex attraction needs to
be treated, naturally, with
great dignity as a child of
God, made in the image of
God. But treating with dignity
can never be at the expense
of the basis of marriage, of a
basic definition of marriage.”

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
prays with the rest of the
people attending before
the start of the Marriage
Catechesis Day.

– Archbishop Kurtz
Christians, is a natural law of understanding. It is what we read
from nature and reason. And the civil law does the same.
“I then show – after a series of cases that I lay out supporting
the goods of marriage that completely overlap with the Christian
understanding – is the deconstruction of that meaning. … I
show that today we are at a point where, even prior to the most
visible calls for same-sex marriage, people had already begun
to understand that the law’s interest, if any, in our relationships
was a sort of state-sponsored pat on the head for your ability to
express yourself sexually, so that you can gain whatever identity
adult, would be able to see that witness of the grandparents
and exalt it and celebrate it and really almost announce the
‘good news’ of marriage to others. …”
Helen Alvaré
“In the fight over same-sex marriage, you see the combination
of the coming apart of the meanings of marriage that need to be
held together. Same-sex marriage is merely the most extreme
example of the attempt to deconstruct the good of marriage. What
I am trying to do is to show that we do have in the United States
a long and deep history of law that supports the fullest meaning
of marriage. It’s a civil law. It’s not a religious law. We’ve never had
a theocracy on marriage issues here in the United States, but we
have had a strong overlap in terms of the meanings of marriage in
civil law and our own Christian understanding of marriage. We
believe this is because the understanding of marriage we have, as

“What I am trying to do is to show
that we do have in the United
States a long and deep history
of law that supports the fullest
meaning of marriage. It’s a civil
law. It’s not a religious law.”
– Helen Alvaré

you wished by that or any gratification you wished by that. I then
show how same-sex marriage is simply the latest example of this.
It is a claim by its supporters, who are not the majority – and
they’ve never been able to get popular support in any state,
but they have gotten support from some of the judges and
legislators in close votes – that what they are proposing is that
the state can continue on its bad path and completely disavow
any interest in linking men to women and those couples to
children, via marriage, endorsing a view that says that the state,
what they really support, is your individual sexual expression
for your own gaining of identity and gratification and that this
is absolutely a killer state policy, but not so much for the welloff and educated people.
“Well-off and educated people have managed to cohabit less,
marry more, stay married, divorce less and have their children
while they are married. The rates of divorce and marriage among
privileged Americans are something like the rates in the 1950s;
it’s the poor, the immigrants, the minorities, the uneducated
who have suffered all the declines that come when the state pats
you on the head and says, ‘Don’t worry, just go express yourself
sexually. Don’t worry about the kids; don’t worry about your own
future; don’t worry about the relations between men and women.’
I talk about the external effects about this kind of philosophy. I
talk about the robust consensus in the empirical literature that
this is devastating for children, particularly the children of those
communities who are suffering and our new immigrants are
now over 50 percent out of wedlock births; [they are] marrying
less, cohabiting more. They are following the patterns of the
least privileged in America. Then I talk about what it is that the
Church has got that it needs to continue to promote in this arena.
How there still resides a strong understanding in the public, and
definitely in the empirical literature, that the way Christians ‘do
marriage’ is actually the most beneficial for human flourishing and
suggests that the law in the beginning was more right than it knew
about the goods of marriage. The Church should not hesitate
to point this out and to use both what the law has said before,
what the public really understands, and what religion teaches,
combined with what the data shows, to forward this robust notion
of stable, faithful permanent marriage for adults, children and for
the wider society.”
Interviews and photography by Carlos Briceño

19

Reflexiones de fe

Del Martirio a
la Eternidad
N

unca había estado en el cine, donde la mayoría de los asistentes se
saludaran uno al otro, creándose una atmósfera familiar. Eso lo viví hace
unos días atrás cuando fui a ver la película “La Cristiada” (“For Greater
Glory” su título en inglés). Una película que nos narra la historia reciente de
la persecución religiosa, que sufrieron los católicos mexicanos por el gobierno, en los
años 1926-1929. Esta película nos invita a pensar sobre nuestro compromiso cristiano:
¿Soy capaz de dar la vida por Cristo? Muchos católicos mexicanos-hombres, mujeres
y niños, que vivieron en esos tormentosos tres años, respondieron que sí y, para que
no quede duda, morían gritando: “¡Viva, Cristo Rey!” Y con esa misma expresión,
exclamada con júbilo por alguno de los asistentes, terminé de ver la película entre unas
lágrimas que no se pudieron detener.

Años atrás, cuando la oficina
del Ministerio Hispano revisó
el currículo de formación
y surgía el Instituto de
Formación Pastoral, pedimos a
los participantes que sugirieran
algunos nombres y dijeran por
qué debía llamarse con ese
nombre al Insituto. Alguien
sugirió el nombre de Padre
Miguel Pro, por ser sacerdote,
maestro, alegre, entusiasta y
cristero, es decir, mártir. Después de escuchar esto, no quedó
ninguna duda en los votantes, que el nombre debía ser este:
Instituto de Formación Pastoral Beato Padre Miguel
Pro. Dentro del Instituto está el programa de Formación de
Capacitación Pastoral. Este programa es de tres años y se
imparte formación humana, espiritual, teológica y pastoral.
Nuestras clases empezaran el día sábado 25 de agosto de 8:30
a.m. a 1 p.m. en el Centro Pastoral de San Carlos (101 W.
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Airport Rd. Romeoville, IL 60446).
Si usted necesita saber más sobre
el programa, por favor, llame a
nuestra oficina al (815) 834-4037.
Además de este programa, la
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano
tiene programa de formación para
jóvenes, retiro espiritual para los
que se van a casar, retiro para
quinceañeras, brindamos clases de
Biblia en las parroquias, talleres
de ciudadanía, en fin, muchos
programas para el enriquecimiento de la comunidad católica
hispana.
Junto a los programas también tenemos actividades como,
por ejemplo, el sábado 21 de julio haremos una peregrinación
a San Juan, Indiana, donde rezaremos el Vía Crucis, el Santo
Rosario al pie de la Virgen del Milenio, tendremos la Misa
con nuestro Obispo R. Daniel Conlon. Hay buses que estarán
saliendo de diferentes parroquias, si deseas participar, llámanos

para ofrecerte la información.
Como ya es sabido, el Santo Padre Benedicto XVI ha
anunciado el “Año de la Fe” que se iniciará el 11 de octubre
de 2012 y concluirá el 24 de noviembre de 2013. El Papa
ha explicado que la dedicación es por los “50 AÑOS DE LA
INAUGURACIÓN DEL CONCILIO VATICANO II.” El
Concilio Vaticano II es uno de los eventos más importantes
de la Historia reciente de la Iglesia Católica. Se realizó entre el
1962 y 1965. Este Concilio buscó: Dar un nuevo impulso a la
misión de la Iglesia, es decir, promover la fe católica, renovar la
vida de los fieles, adaptar la liturgia y alentar la presencia de los
laicos.
Por eso, Mons. R. Daniel Conlon, Obispo de nuestra
diócesis, ha formado un comité que se responsabilizará de
organizar charlas y actividades en vista de la Celebración de
los 50 Años del Concilio. La Oficina del Ministerio Hispano
en coordinación con el “Comité del Año de la Fe” tendrá
algunas actividades, empezando el sábado 18 de agosto de
2012, habrá una Conferencia Litúrgica en el Centro Pastoral
de San Carlos. Con el apoyo de Padre Luís Gutiérrez, hemos
invitado a Padre Francisco Javier, sacerdote de la Arquidiócesis
de Tijuana, quien tiene estudios de Filosofía, Licenciatura
en Sacra Liturgia del Instituto Pontificio Litúrgico de San
Anselmo de Roma, con un diplomado en docencia, Prof. del
Seminario Mayor de la Arquidiócesis de Tijuana y miembro
de la Sociedad Litúrgica de México, estará con nosotros
compartiendo unas platicas. A la vez, tendremos talleres
para Ministros de Hospitalidad, Lectores, Eucaristía, Música
y de Comunión a los Enfermos y Ancianos. Si necesita
información, comuníquese con la oficina.
Únanse a mí para dar una calurosa bienvenida a Rosa María
Sánchez, quien trabajará en la Oficina del Ministerio Hispano
como Directora Asociada. Oramos para que el Ministerio
Evangelizador que empieza en nuestra diócesis sea fructífero
y fecundo. Ella ha trabajado algunos años en la parroquia de
Monte Carmelo en Joliet; después, en la diócesis de Grand
Rapids en Michigan donde fue responsable de la Región
de Holland, realizando una pastoral con los inmigrantes y
campesinos.¡Bienvenida y que en usted Dios nos bendiga a
todos!
Durante este mes, tendremos la visita de seminaristas
del Seminario de San Juan de los Lagos, quienes llegan a
conocer las necesidades pastorales de
la comunidad hispana; para luego, en
el futuro tomar la decisión de venir
a ejercer su sacerdocio en nuestra
diócesis. Oremos, para que su
presencia y testimonio de fe,
anime a jóvenes de nuestras
parroquias a pensar en la
vida sacerdotal y religiosa.
¡Oremos por las vocaciones!
Miguel Moreno es el Director de la Oficina Diocesana
del Ministerio Hispano. Usted puede comunicarse con él a
mmoreno@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Pagkakaisa kay Kristo

Vision toward a Diocesan Filipino Ministries Council
Dear Kababayans, brothers and sisters in the Lord,
Peace and greetings from your priests and pastors
of the Diocese of Joliet! I write this open letter with
great joy and gratitude because, through the Office of
the Bishop and the Diocesan Ethnic Ministry Office,
a conversation has begun to dream together about
organizing the Filipino communities of the diocese. For
many years now, the Diocese of Joliet has become the
home diocese of so many Filipinos, who have been
known for their strong devotion, solid family values, and
eager desire to serve the bigger communities of the
Church. Throughout our diocese, we have celebrated
Simbang Gabi, organized renewal groups like the
Couples for Christ and the charismatic groups of certain
parishes, and fostered devotions to the Infant Jesus
(Santo Nino) and Our Lady of Fatima. Many of us have
already participated in the missions and pilgrimages
organized within our diocese; we already have taken
part in the liturgies of our parishes and fostered unity
with other ethnic groups; and we have already worked
toward an integration with our host culture.
Can we imagine what we can do together as
Filipinos, if we unified our efforts and enhanced our
communication as a faithful ethnic group in the Diocese
of Joliet? We will be able to do more and better things
together in serving God and His Holy Church!
It is with this sentiment that we call upon the Filipinos
of all the parishes in our diocese to help us organize a
Diocesan Filipino Ministries Council. With the presence
of our Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, on Saturday, August
25, 2012, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., a Filipino
Ministry Summit will be held at St. Charles Borromeo
Pastoral Center (101 W. Airport Rd. Romeoville, IL
60446), to begin making this vision a reality. Please
coordinate with your respective pastors about this
initiative and seek their counsel.
Magkita-kita po tayong lahat, at maraming salamat
sa inyong pakikibahagi sa diwa ng kaganapang ito.
Mabuhay!
Gumagalang,
Father Sunny Castillo
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Local News
Seminarian Sendoff
Dinner on Aug. 5 in Lisle
All are invited to attend the
38th annual Seminarian Sendoff
Dinner sponsored by the diocesan
Vocation Office and the Serra
Club of DuPage County. The Aug.
5 event will be at Benedictine
University’s Krasa Center in Lisle,
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. For tickets
(priests and religious are free), or
to sponsor the event with financial support, please contact John
Matyasik at Jmatyasik@stpiuslombard.org or (630) 947-5672

Bishop Conlon
announces change
to Christ is our Hope
magazine
Doug Delaney, associate
publisher of Christ is our Hope
magazine, speaking on behalf

of Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon, issued the
following statement
regarding the diocesan
publication:
“We are pleased to announce
that Christ is our Hope magazine
will be published 12 months,
instead of the old schedule
of 9 months, beginning with
the current July issue. Bishop
Conlon feels that it’s important
that we maintain a monthly
schedule to stay current with
local, international and national news.
“The cost to publish additional months will be around
the same, as the magazine will
be 24 pages, as opposed to 32
pages. We look forward to communicating with all the Catholic households in the diocese
now and into the future. Thank
you for your prayers for the
continued success and evangelization efforts of the magazine.”
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Crisis Pregnancy Center to open in Joliet
A new 2,500-square-foot crisis pregnancy center will open this month
at 2423 Glenwood Ave., two blocks west of Provena St. Joseph Hospital
in Joliet. Woman’s Choice Services, a Catholic pregnancy help network
based in Lombard, has outgrown its Crest Hill location and now will be
able to expand its services to women in need.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon will join other priests of the Diocese of Joliet,
including four who serve on the board of directors of Woman’s Choice
Services, to preside at the grand opening ceremony on Saturday, July 7,
at 10 a.m.
Lisa Van Dyke, site manager and consultant at the new location, is
thrilled with the move. “Now we can handle multiple clients at once,” she
noted, alluding to the space limitations of the Crest Hill facility that made
“walk-ins” a real challenge whenever the consulting room was in use.
“With more than 600 clients served last year at WCS, the new space
is an answer to a prayer,” said Jillian Nozar, director of client services,
who handles much of the consulting at the Lombard location, along with
Kathy Dennison.
“Of course, the real beauty of the new center is that we can now offer
ultrasounds in Joliet, as well as in Lombard,” Nozar said, referring to one
of the key components that had been missing in Crest Hill. The new
location makes it possible to dedicate a separate room to ultrasound
screening. Currently, clients are sent to Lombard, where Dr. Robert
Lawler administers the ultrasound.
A donor’s generous gift of $10,000 toward the ultrasound fund has
allowed WCS to move within 95 percent of its goal to purchase the
much-needed piece of equipment for the center.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

July 15

July 16

July 17

July 18

July 19

July 20

Naperville Series
Our Lady Mercy, Aurora
5 p.m.

Southeast DuPage
Another Round,
Downers Grove
7 p.m.

College Students
Benedictine Univ., Lisle
7 p.m.

Will County
TomKellys, New Lenox
7 p.m.

North DuPage
John’s Tavern, Winfield
7 p.m.

Spirit & Truth on Tap
St. Joan of Arc,
Lisle
7 p.m.

The Catholic Difference:
What Makes Us Unique?
Kevin O’Donnell
with Fr. Jason Stone

You Gotta Praise Him:
Praying with Real Soul
David Jones

Creating a Name for
Yourself: Discovering
Your Catholic Identity
Alex Rechenmacher

Finding the Perfect
Mate: Catholic Lessons
for Young Adults Today
Duane & Chris Wozek

The Coolest Guys in the
Old Testament & What
Does it Matter to Me?
Dr. Doug Muir

Church and State: A
Catholic Perspective
Dr. Christine Fletcher

July 22

July 23

July 24

July 25

July 26

July 27

Naperville Series
Ss.Peter and Paul,
Naperville
6 p.m.

Southeast DuPage
Another Round,
Downers Grove
7 p.m.

College Students
Benedictine Univ.,
Lisle
7p.m.

Will County
Tom Kellys,
New Lenox
7 p.m.

North DuPage
John’s Tavern,
Winfield
7 p.m.

Spirit & Truth on Tap
St. Joan of Arc,
Lisle
7 p.m.

The Catholic Mass:
What Makes It Great?
Mike Brummond

Digital Catholics:
Sharing Our Faith
through Social Media
Eric Groth

Step Up & Step Out:
Service, Justice, and
Mission in the World
Venus Wozniak

Make An Impact:
to Choose, to Love, to
Serve Anne Marie Tirpak and Lea Dacanay

Seven Keys to
Spiritual Wellness: Getting Beyond Sin
Joe Paprocki

Religious Liberty:
Conflicts and
Opportunities
Peter Breen

July 29

July 30

July 31

August 1

August 2

August 3

Naperville
St. Thomas,
Naperville
6 p.m.

Southeast DuPage
Another Round,
Downers Grove
7 p.m.

College Students
Benedictine Univ.,
Lisle
7 p.m.

Will County
TomKellys, New Lenox
7 p.m.

North DuPage
John’s Tavern,
Winfield
7 p.m.

Spirit & Truth on Tap
St. Joan of Arc,
Lisle
7 p.m.

The Catholic Way: What
Can Our Faith Inspire
Us To Do?
John Donahue Grossman

Theology of the Tap:
The Holiness of Rest
and Refreshment
Paul Jarzembowski

Faith, Hope, and Hardship: Making it Through
the Worst
Melissa & Jason Novak

Faith in Art & Image:
Hearing 1,000 Words
& Talking Right Back
Dr. Eileen Daily

Faithful Americans:
Forming Ourselves as
Catholic Citizens
Fr. Josh Miller

The Afterlife & Beyond: What’s Really
Going to Happen in
the End?
Fr. Sunny Castillo

Go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/yamtot.asp for the latest info on Theology-on-Tap

The Upper Room
Offers Help to Priests

Last Word

A

couple of years ago, we celebrated the Year
for Priests, during which we were invited to
pray for, and recognize in some way, the
gift of the priesthood in our lives and to give
thanks for the many men who sacrifice their own welfare
and personal lives to be with us in our hour of need. We
expect this of them and are sometimes offended if they
are not immediately available when we call because we
expect so much from them.
To honor our clergy and religious men,
a ministry, called The Upper Room Crisis
Hotline (TURCH), began in the Diocese
of Joliet in 2008 and is available to all
priests, deacons, and brothers throughout
the United States. It is a ministry of
support and healing to our brothers in
Christ and is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
The Upper Room offers support that
is confidential and anonymous. It is a
ministry that offers a kind voice when
they need help because everything seems
to be going wrong. For example, Father
Joe – not his real name – called to say
that he feels unappreciated. He gives and
gives, but his generosity is never returned.
He is there only as a servant, and the
parishioners forget about him as a friend.
Sometimes he needs to know where
to go to get professional help outside his

People react to
diocesan lawsuit
against HHS mandate
The Diocese of Joliet recently
joined 43 other Catholic
dioceses, Catholic schools
and universities, Catholic
health systems and Catholic
charitable organizations from
around the country in filing a
lawsuit, one of 12 lawsuits on
this matter, against the various
federal agencies responsible
for formulating and enforcing
the nationwide mandate that
requires religious institutions
to facilitate and fund activities
that their religious and moral

usual listings. He knows the diocesan
roster of various people who can help
him, but he wants to remain anonymous
in his search for help. The hotline can
help him by making an appropriate
referral.
One special help we give the older,
usually retired man is what we call the
Sunshine Service. We call to engage
him in conversation so he has someone
different to talk to every day. The priests
who are the recipients of this service are
usually grateful for our calls and believe
that we really care about them and the
other priests. One priest said we saved
his life by keeping him alert and engaging
him in conversations about old friends,
hobbies, and the like. A religious brother
who was home alone had fallen, and we
were able to send him help.
In gratitude for the many ways in

convictions forbid. The Health
and Human Services mandate
was made final on Feb. 15 and
is scheduled to go into effect
on Aug. 1, 2012, for some and
Aug. 1, 2013, for others.
“The response to the Diocese
of Joliet joining the lawsuits in
opposition to the HHS mandate
has been overwhelming,”
said Doug Delaney, diocesan
spokesman. “Responses have
been received from literally
across the United States and
Canada, and they have been
very positive. Many people
expressed their sincere gratitude
for Bishop Conlon’s courage

which he helps the parish or school, the
trained volunteers at The Upper Room are
always available to offer him a supportive
word and an expression of our love and
respect. It is time for the people of faith
in our diocese to stand up and serve
the men who continue to serve us so
faithfully.
From Sept. 11 until Nov. 1, a new
training course will begin at the
University of St. Francis, room 207, in
the Motherhouse Building, 520 Plainfield
Road, in Joliet. If you are interested in
learning more how to help our priests,
deacons, and religious brothers or to
register for the classes, please call me
on my cell phone, which is (815) 3419124. The classes will be held every
Tuesday and Thursday from 6:30 – 9:30
p.m. Surely you had a priest, deacon, or
brother who helped you along the way
and one for which you are grateful. Can
you return the favor now and help him?
Remember that The Upper Room Crisis
Hotline is a ministry, a sacred trust, in
which we are privileged to serve the
servants of God.
For more information on the Upper
Room Crisis Hotline, go to www.stfrancis.
edu/content/wilcountycf/services.htm
Story by Sister Mary Frances Seely

in addressing this matter. We
are pleased to share a very
small representative sample of
the comments we’ve received.
Please continue to pray for the
success of our efforts.”
“I want to express my
appreciation for the stand you
are taking for religious freedom
… All people of faith, of any
religion, must stand with you
now, because the outcome
will affect all of us. … If the
court fails to adhere to the
Constitution, the secularists
in government will be coming
after the rest of the churches.
I pray every night that the

judges will correctly interpret
the Constitution because your
defeat will be a defeat for all of
us.” – T., member of the Church
of Latter-Day Saints
“I am not American, but I
am a concerned Catholic living
in Canada, and, I, for one,
want to thank you for standing
up in your fight against HHS
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius…
I encourage you to keep on
moving forward in faith!” – L.
“As a non-Catholic Christian,
I applaud the Catholic Church
for taking a stand for life and
a stand against tyranny!” – C.,
Winchester, Va.

For more local news and parish events, visit www.dioceseofjoliet.org
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St. Bernard Church in Homer Glen

This magazine
reaches you each
month courtesy of
your parish and the
Diocese of Joliet
St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle
p l e a s e

r e c y c l e

St. Francis of Assisi Church in Bolingbrook

