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From the Bishop

The “Science” of Love

R

ecently, Bishop Imesch and I
arrived at a Joliet-area restaurant
to meet a couple for supper. A
busboy, in his late teens, came to
the table to fill our water glasses,
and asked, “Do you take confessions?” We
weren’t sure initially if he was serious or kidding.
But a little banter revealed that he was ready for
the sacrament. Bishop Imesch invited him to go
off to a quiet corner.

who desire a child and are prepared to nurture that child. Those
parents also realize that a new human being comes into existence as
soon as conception occurs. Faith adds the recognition that God is
part of that process by forming the new being as a person in His own
image, as His own child.
Can I really see myself or anyone else as simply a collection of cells?
Can I view the human race as nothing more than the highest form of
animal evolution? Can I explain my interactions with others as only
the result of depersonalized social dynamics? Can the human psyche
truly be content accepting the beauty and complexity of the physical
world as an accident or the existence of the individual person as
ultimately meaningless and insignificant?
Science is exceedingly important. God wants us to lift up the rocks
and look under them. The more we know about His creation, the
For the young man and Bishop Imesch – even for me, who was
more we wonder at its magnificence – and His. Science improves the
not directly involved – this was a special moment. Completely out of
quality of life, expands our horizons and gives hope. It encourages us
the blue, or so it seemed, God’s grace was at work. People – the right
to live in better harmony with
people – were thrown together
the world around us.
in a certain time and place –
Yet, science has its limits.
the right time and place – and
Science is exceedingly important.
It can never explain why we
motivated to allow the power of
God wants us to lift up the rocks
exist, or what is our destiny. It
Christ’s death and resurrection to
cannot inspire lovers or martyrs
accomplish an act of forgiveness
and look under them. The more we
or saints. It cannot lead us to
and reconciliation.
know about His creation, the more we
submit to the will of God or
Like all personal encounters,
wonder at its magnificence – and His.
prompt us to forgive an enemy.
including those with God, it is
Science improves the quality of life,
It cannot reveal redemption on a
difficult to define exactly what
expands our horizons and gives hope. It
cross or bread as God.
is happening. In his Gospel, St.
encourages us to live in better harmony
Once was a time when
John describes God as love. Love
the scientist could readily
is the most profound of human
with the world around us.
be a person of faith, indeed,
experiences, no doubt because it
could use science in the
comes closest to expressing the
service of faith. Service of
divine. Yet, love is very difficult
God and humankind went hand-in-hand. Faith, true faith, shows
to define, certainly not in scientific terms.
itself to be reasonable, although not scientifically provable, and
In fact, trying to define love in terms of chemical reactions would
respects science in its own sphere. Science, for its part, admits the
significantly miss the mark. Not that there aren’t chemical reactions.
metaphysical, a world beyond the senses. This balance minimizes
We can define sunsets and autumn leaves in scientific terms, too.
conflict between the two.
But when we are enthralled by their beauty, their science is hardly
To speak about faith as not scientifically provable or beyond the
sufficient.
senses does not mean otherworldly or mystifying. The Bible, for
Science is wonderful in helping us to understand the details
example, is not a book of science or even straight history. It is a story
of creation. It unlocks many of its hidden secrets. Faith, on the
of unshakable love. Jesus is no ordinary man. Still, He is completely
other hand, gives us insight into the larger picture. Take human
accessible to the rest of us. God reveals Himself in mighty events and
procreation, for example. Science permits us to know what occurs
in the quiet of the heart. God is found through science and beyond
in great detail. We certainly know much more than our ancient
science, like a beautiful sunset.
forebears. This knowledge enables us to manipulate the process in
God is very real, as real as love. As real as a
many different ways.
To consider human procreation only at the scientific level, however, busboy being touched by God in confession.
is to rob it of its true meaning. Even without religious faith, humans
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
instinctively understand that new human life properly comes into
Christ is our Hope, November 2012
being through a loving relationship between a man and a woman
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R

ecientemente, obispo Imesch y yo nos encontramos
en un restaurante del área de Joliet para reunirnos
con una pareja para cenar. Se acercó a nuestra mesa
un joven ayudante de meseros, para llenar nuestros
vasos con agua cuando de pronto nos preguntó:
“¿Pueden confesarme?” Inicialmente no estábamos seguros si
estaba hablando en serio o si solo bromeaba. Sin embargo, una
pequeña broma revelo que el joven estaba listo para recibir el
sacramento. Obispo Imesch le pidió ir a una esquina tranquila.
Para el joven y para el Obispo Imesch
– y aun para mí, que no estaba envuelto
directamente – este fue un momento
especial. Completamente espontáneo,
por lo menos así lo pareció, la gracia de
Dios estaba trabajando. Personas- las
personas correctas – fueron puestas juntas
en cierto lugar y hora – el momento y
hora más apropiadas – y motivaron para
que el poder de la muerte de Cristo y
resurrección lograra un acto de perdón y
reconciliación.
Al igual que todos los encuentros
personales, incluyendo esos con Dios, es
difícil definir exactamente qué es lo que está
pasando. En su Evangelio, San Juan describe
a Dios como Amor. Amor es la experiencia
humana más profunda, sin duda llega a
expresar muy cercanamente lo divino.
Aun así, el amor es muy difícil de definir,
ciertamente no en términos científicos.
De hecho, tratar de definir al amor
en términos de reacciones químicas,
significaría perder el punto. No porque
no existan reacciones químicas. Podemos
definir puestas del sol y hojas de otoño en
términos científicos. Sin embargo, cuando
estamos fascinados por su belleza, la ciencia
es difícilmente suficiente.
La ciencia es maravillosa al ayudarnos
a entender los detalles de la creación.
Descubre mucho de sus secretos ocultos.
Fe, por el otro lado, nos da una perspectiva
más amplia. Por ejemplo, tomemos a la
creación humana. La ciencia nos permite
saber lo que ocurre en gran detalle.
Efectivamente, nosotros sabemos más que
nuestros antepasados. Este conocimiento
nos permite manipular el proceso de
muchas maneras diferentes.
El considerar a la procreación humana
únicamente a nivel científico, sería como
robarle el verdadero significado. Aun sin
fe religiosa, humanos instintivamente
entendemos que, una nueva vida humana
viene a ser propiamente, a través de una
relación amorosa entre un hombre y

Aun así, la ciencia tiene sus límites.
Nunca puede explicar por qué existimos o
cuál es nuestro destino. No puede inspirar
a los amantes, mártires o a santos. No nos
guía a someternos a la voluntad de Dios ni
nos lleva a perdonar al enemigo. No puede
revelar redención en una cruz o en el pan
como Dios.
Hubo algún momento en el que un
científico podría fácilmente ser una persona
de fe, de hecho podría utilizar la ciencia
al servicio de la fe. El servicio a Dios y a
una mujer que desean un bebé y están
la humanidad iba mano a mano. Fe, la
preparados para alimentar a ese bebé. Esos
verdadera fe muestra por si misma el ser
padres, también se dan cuenta que un
razonable, aunque probablemente no
nuevo ser humano pasa a existir tan pronto
científicamente, respeta a la ciencia en
como ocurre la concepción. La fe reconoce
su propia esfera. La ciencia, por su parte
que Dios es parte del proceso de formación
admite la metafísica, un mundo más allá de
de ese nuevo ser como persona a su imagen los sentidos. Este balance minimiza algún
y semejanza, tal
conflicto entre los
como Su propio
dos.
hijo.
Para hablar de
¿Puedo realmente
fe, no como algo
La ciencia es
verme a mi mismo
científicamente
excesivamente
o a otros como una
probable o fuera
importante. Dios
simple colección de
de los sentidos
quiere que levantemos
células? ¿Puedo ver
no significa algo
las piedras y miremos
a la raza humana
del otro mundo o
debajo de ellas.
nada más que
desconcertante. La
como el nivel más
Biblia, por ejemplo,
Cuanto más sepamos
alto de evolución
no es un libro de
de Su creación, más
de un animal?
ciencia ni tampoco
nos preguntamos de
¿Puedo explicar mis
de historia. Es una
su magnificencia – y
interacciones con
historia de amor
de la de El también.
otros solo como
inquebrantable.
La ciencia mejora
el resultado de
Jesús no es un
unas dinámicas de
hombre ordinario.
la calidad de vida,
despersonalización
Más aún, es
expande nuestros
social? ¿Puede
completamente
horizontes y nos da
la Psique
accesible para el
esperanza. Nos anima
humana estar
resto de nosotros.
a vivir en mejor armonía
verdaderamente
Dios se revela en
con el mundo alrededor
contenta aceptando
grandes eventos y
la belleza y
en la tranquilidad
de nosotros.
complejidad del
del corazón. A Dios
mundo físico como
se le encuentra
un accidente o la
a través de la
existencia de un individuo ultimadamente
ciencia y más allá de ella, como un bello
como insignificante y sin sentido?
atardecer.
La ciencia es excesivamente importante.
Dios es muy real, tan real como el amor.
Dios quiere que levantemos las piedras
Tan real como un ayudante de mesero
y miremos debajo de ellas. Cuanto
siendo tocado por la mano de Dios durante
más sepamos de Su creación, más nos
la confesión.
preguntamos de su magnificencia – y de la
de El también. La ciencia mejora la calidad
Obispo R.
de vida, expande nuestros horizontes y
Daniel Conlon
nos da esperanza. Nos anima a vivir en
Cristo es nuestra
mejor armonía con el mundo alrededor de
Esperanza
nosotros.
noviembre 2012
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Local News

Pro Orantibus Day (“For Those Who Pray”) Scheduled for Nov. 21

Most Reverend
R. Daniel Conlon

Catholics throughout the world are encouraged to honor the cloistered and
monastic life on Pro Orantibus Day, which is on Nov. 21.
“The primary purpose of Pro Orantibus Day (“for those who pray”) is to
thank God for the tremendous gift of the cloistered and monastic vocation in
the Church’s life,” said Father Thomas Nelson, O.Praem., national director
of the Institute on Religious Life. “Since the lives of these women and men
religious dedicated to prayer and sacrifice are often hidden, this annual
celebration reminds us of the need to support their unique mission within the
body of Christ.”
In 1997, Blessed Pope John Paul II asked that this ecclesial event be
observed worldwide on Nov. 21, the memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s
Presentation in the Temple. It is a special day to thank those in the cloistered
and monastic life for serving as “a leaven of renewal and of the presence of the
spirit of Christ in the world.” It is also intended to remind others of the need to
provide spiritual and material support “for those who pray.”
Pope Benedict XVI has spoken often of the tremendous value of the
cloistered, contemplative life. Addressing a group of cloistered Dominican
nuns in Rome, the Holy Father referred to such religious as “the heart,” which
provides blood to the rest of the body of Christ.
The nationwide effort to publicize Pro Orantibus Day is coordinated by the
Institute on Religious Life, a national organization based in the Chicago area. The
IRL was founded in 1974 by Servant of God Father John A. Hardon, S.J., and
is comprised of bishops, priests, religious and laity who support and promote
the vowed religious life. The IRL has made a packet of information available
online, including a meditation for this occasion by Father Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R.,
secretary of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life. Visit www.CloisteredLife.com for more information.
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ishop R.
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celebrated a
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Bishop R. Daniel Conlon reads a blessing in late September at the Blanchette Catholic
Center in Crest Hill before a gathering of local dignitaries, diocesan employees and
others. Bishop Conlon blessed the site, where work has begun in order for employees
from the St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville and the Chancery and Tribunal in
Joliet to be housed at the never-occupied property. The center is named after Bishop
Romeo R. Blanchette, the diocese’s second bishop.
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Local news continued on page 22
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yourlife
The Fruits of
Faithfulness
in Marriage

I

want to write to you about the second
vow – the vow of faithfulness, or face-toface intimacy.
When we prepare couples for marriage,
we ask them to fill out a premarital
inventory. In the inventory are statements about
every aspect of marriage, and the couples
are asked to choose “Agree,” “Disagree,” or
“Uncertain” in response to each one. Perhaps the
most challenging statement on that inventory is the
one that reads: “I could never forgive my spouse
if he or she were unfaithful to me.” This turns out
to be the most difficult statement to respond to
for many engaged couples because they’re torn.
You can see the question in their eyes: “If I say I
forgive my spouse for being unfaithful, what am I
leaving the door open to? And yet, this is Catholic
marriage preparation, so we’re probably supposed
to be able to forgive.” So, instead of “Agree,”
or “Disagree,” they usually put “Uncertain.” For
me, though, that’s O.K. because it’s a chance
to explore with the couple what they mean by
“unfaithful.” Almost always, they mean what
American society means when somebody says, “I
was unfaithful to my spouse.” It means there’s been
an affair. Adultery. Sex.
But there are many ways to be unfaithful. In my opinion,
sexual unfaithfulness is not the first wall to crumble; it’s usually
the last. As a counselor, I don’t believe there are many true
“one-night stands” because rarely is there sexual unfaithfulness
unless other walls of unfaithfulness already have been breached
in preparation.
In marriage, if we aren’t careful, a kind of arrogance – a
kind of smugness – can creep in. Somebody might say, “I’ve
never been unfaithful to my wife or girlfriend. I may have been

6
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a real pain in the neck, and an ornery son of a gun, but I’ve
never been unfaithful, and I never will be.” Well, that way lies
danger! The Old Testament is full of stories of walled cities –
the most famous one is Jericho – whose citizens are proud and
arrogant and feel they will never be breached. What invariably
happens? They are overcome by attackers. The outer walls get
breached first and then the inner walls. If sexual faithfulness
is the innermost wall, near the heart of marriage, then
faithfulness has to begin by using our energy and attentiveness

Y O U R

L I F E

Sacrament of Marriage

to protect the outer walls.
differently. A better metaphor for them might be that of a car. Even
In the early days, when we are dating or newly married,
if you only have a tablespoon of gas in the tank, you can still go
the relationship itself is in the foreground. You get together
60 until the gas is completely gone. At that point, they don’t slow
in order to simply be together and the focus is on the two of
down. They stop, and it’s very difficult to get them moving again.
you. It’s almost like the two of you are in a play, and you’re the
Many walls of faithfulness have been breached by then. If men
main characters with all the best lines. The rest of the world
are waiting for a sign to begin working on their marriages, there
constitutes the painted backdrop to your stage. The danger
frequently aren’t any, except the last one. So what is my advice for
is that, after we’re married, if we’re not careful, our marriage
couples? Keep the emotional gas tank topped off. Don’t wait until
becomes part of the painted backdrop of the stage, and other
the car runs out of gas to look for a station.
things take center stage, and this can be death on a marriage.
In terms of faithfulness, and working out compromises and
What else can take up center stage after a wedding? Just about partnerships, the largest single area of conflict, especially in young
anything: children, work, fixing up the house, in-laws, hobbies,
marriages, is working out what I call the “golden triangle.” By that
football, the computer, the boss, television. Now these are not
I mean how couples work out between themselves the triangular
evil things. But, sometimes, the most difficult choices in life are
partnership of career, parenting and household management. A
not between a good and an evil (most of us can figure that out).
few generations ago, it was pretty clear who was going to do what,
The hardest choice is between two goods. We tend to put the
as these roles were parceled out more on the basis of gender. Now,
lesser goods on top of the greater goods.
we have much more freedom to split up various household, work
Faithfulness means that marriage has to be on the top of the
and family roles in ways we want. The flexibility is a plus, but
ladder of natural goods – just
here’s the flip side: Everything
below the love of God. If it’s
must be negotiated. Nothing
not at the top of priorities, it
can be taken for granted. Every
can get crowded out. It may
couple has to work out these
Faithfulness means that marriage
survive, but it certainly won’t
arrangements for themselves
has to be on the top of the ladder
flourish. That doesn’t mean
– and not just once, but each
of natural goods – just below the
there aren’t times when other
time the circumstances of their
love of God. If it’s not at the top of
good, like the kids or work,
lives change.
priorities, it can get crowded out. It may
have to have a top priority for
Our marriages need primacy
survive, but it certainly won’t flourish.
a while. A friend of mine who
– first place – if they are going
is a priest went on sabbatical
to thrive and to give life to all
for four months. When he
the other good things in our
came back, I suggested we go
lives. We usually wait to get
out to eat, so he could tell me everything he learned. He told
permission to put our marriages first from the other people and
me in one sentence: “Don’t let urgent things get in the way of
priorities in our lives, but that’s not going to happen. Most of us
important things.” Many things urgently clamor for attention,
don’t have bosses who say, “Look, we’re making plenty of money,
but seldom do our marriages line up and clamor for attention.
maybe too much. Go home and spend some time with your
The result is that we tend to take it for granted.
spouse, put some money into your emotional bank account.”
I get many calls from people wanting referrals for marriage
Quite to the contrary, work can be an especially intense and
counseling. If the situation isn’t too far gone, then most of the
alluring mistress. However, a commitment to marriage and to
time it’s the woman who calls. She sees things growing stagnant
children can give a person a clear reason to work, while putting
or getting worse in their marriage, and she wants to get some
appropriate limits on workaholism at the same time.
help. In many cases, at that point, the man is resistant to
As you think about the “ladder of goods” in your life – God
counseling or to even acknowledging that anything’s wrong. The at the top, then marriage, then all the other good things – what
calls for marriage counseling I get from men typically are very
has crept up that ladder higher than it should be? Is it work, or
different. They sound more like this: “She’s gone! What can I do shopping, or the computer, or something else? What can you do
to get her back?”
right now to restore your marriage relationship to the top ladder
Unfortunately, some of the research on gender differences
of goods? Among other things, God is the God of order, and the
indicates that, when a man is losing focus or interest in a
right order brings peace.
marriage, he is like a watch that ticks slower and slower. You
can see that something’s wrong, even if you don’t know what.
Story by Jim Healy, diocesan director of the Center for
Women’s emotional and operational lives tend to run a little
Family Ministry
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How do I
evangelize?
(Part 2)

Leftovers

redeemed

A

year ago, I prepared a last-minute
Thanksgiving feast for my husband,
kids and myself. In the end, it was
a lot of food for just four people
and sure enough, we had a lot of
leftovers. While I was grateful for God’s bounty, I
wasn’t exactly jumping up and down at the thought
of eating the same thing for the next four days. But
letting even a morsel go to waste wasn’t an option,
so I improvised that year and lovingly turned those
mundane extras into something better.
There is beauty and joy in
such things. Turning an inferior
“has-been” into a shining star
is somehow so fulfilling and
therapeutic. As with the restoration of a rusty classic car or the
renovation of a once-stately
building, our human nature
relishes the return of a forgotten and unremarkable outcast.

Michelle DiFranco is a
designer and the busy mom
of two children.

8

F A I T H

And so does our Lord. For
without His redemption, our
souls would be corrupt and
unworthy – even worse than
four-day-old turkey. But with
Christ’s saving grace and
redemption our souls can be
made new and perfect and
desirable again. So while
Thanksgiving is a great time
to pause and express our
gratitude for what we have, I
find that by creatively reworking the leftovers on the days
that follow Thanksgiving, we
participate in a great metaphor for redemption. And that
is what we should all be most
thankful for!
So when that surplus of
turkey has run its course,
introduce a few additional
ingredients. You’ll realize that
even the most unexciting leftovers can be redeemed.
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Turkey Waldorf salad wrap
(makes 2 large wraps)

3 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
2 cups leftover turkey, shredded
¼ cup leftover cranberry sauce
½ cup diced apples
¼ cup chopped walnuts (or pecans)
2 slices of Swiss cheese
Large bunch of dark greens or spinach
Large whole wheat or white sandwich wraps
In a small bowl, whisk
together mayonnaise,
red wine vinegar, Dijon
mustard and extra virgin
olive oil. Set salad dressing
aside. In a larger mixing
bowl, combine turkey,
diced apples and walnuts.
Add the dressing, salt
and pepper. Mix until well
combined.
Spread 1-2 tablespoons

of cranberry sauce in
center of wrap followed by
a slice of Swiss cheese.
Scoop half of the salad
mixture over the cranberry
sauce and then top off
with a small handful of
greens. Fold each end
toward the center (over
the ingredients) and then
roll tightly to form the
sandwich wrap.

Photography by Philip Shippert

Last month, I gave three rules
on how people should evangelize in response to a question
by someone who feels shy and
doesn’t know much about the
faith. Here is part two of my
answers:
Rule 4: It’s not for the perfect,
it’s for the flawed. Sometimes,
I think we worry about the fact
that we are sinners, but our
evangelization is like sharing
with others why we like our
doctor. She helped heal us
when we were sick. Our faith
is the same: We know we are

sinners and what we’ve found
is that there simply is nothing
better than Jesus to heal our
wounds. We can evangelize
more through our repentance
than we can through our
perfection. Admit when you
are wrong. Ask forgiveness
of those you have wounded,
intentionally or unintentionally.
Rule 5: It can never be just you.
You need accountability and
community. God didn’t create us
to be lone rangers (unless you
are the Lone Ranger, in which
case, I loved your show). God
created us to work together in
and through community.
Rule 6: If we don’t base our
evangelization on a solid prayer

life, we will fail. The Holy Spirit
can and will speak to us: If we
haven’t practiced listening, how
will we know? Our day should
start with prayer and continue
with prayer. We should allow
God to move in and through
us, guiding our words and
actions. Just a few moments in
quiet to start our day will make
a big difference.
This list is not meant to be
exhaustive, but to serve as a
guide. I want to offer a couple
of points for when someone explicitly asks us about our faith.
First, tell your story and why
your Catholic faith is important
to you. Don’t try to convert them
to your ideology or political leanings – bring them to Jesus. He’ll
take care of the rest.
Invite them to Mass. Make
it a package deal: “Hey, how
about you and your family

¿Como evangelizo? (segunda parte)
El mes anterior, les di tres reglas sobre
cómo las personas pueden evangelizar,
esto en respuesta a una pregunta hecha por
alguien que siente que es tímido y que no
sabe mucho acerca de la fe. Aquí esta la
segunda parte de mis respuestas:
Regla # 4: No es para los perfectos, es
para los imperfectos. En algunas ocasiones, creo que nos preocupamos por el
hecho de saber que somos pecadores, sin
embargo, evangelizar es como compartir
con otros, porque nos gusta nuestro doctor. El nos ayuda a sanar cuando estamos
enfermos. Nuestra fe es lo mismo: Sabemos que somos pecadores y lo que hemos
encontrado, es que simplemente no existe
nada mejor que Jesús para sanar nuestras
heridas. Podemos evangelizar más a
través de nuestra penitencia que a través
de nuestra perfección. Admite cuando te
has equivocado. Pide perdón a aquellos

que has herido con o sin intención.
Regla #5: Nunca puede ser sólo usted.
Necesita rendir cuentas y necesita de una
comunidad. Dios no nos creo para ser
luchadores solitarios (A menos que usted
sea el Llanero Solitario, si eso es así, me encantó su serie). Dios nos creo para trabajar
juntos, dentro y a través de la comunidad.
Regla # 6: Si no basamos nuestra
evangelización en una vida de oración
sólida, vamos a fallar. El Espíritu Santo
puede y hablará con nosotros, si no hemos
practicado el escuchar, ¿Cómo vamos a
saber? Nuestro día debe de comenzar con
oración y continuar así mismo, con oración.
Debemos permitirle a Dios actuar dentro
y a través de nosotros, guiando nuestras
palabras y acciones. Tan solo unos momentos en silencio al comenzar el día harán una
gran diferencia.

Father Joe Krupp is a priest
in the Diocese of Lansing.
come to the 9 a.m. Mass with
me this Sunday? You can come
by afterward for a brunch.”
When you are asked a question and you don’t know the answer, don’t be ashamed or get
frustrated. Simply say “Wow, I
don’t know that one, either; I’ll
be sure and check it out!” The
fact that you are honest about
what you know or don’t know
can be a good message to the
person you are evangelizing.
There’s a whole world of
people who need Jesus. Get
out there and tell them about
Him!

La intención de esta lista no es el ser
exhausta, sino servir como guía. Quiero
ofrecer un par de puntos para cuando
alguien nos pregunte acerca de nuestra fe.
Primero, diga su historia y porque su fe
Católica es importante para usted. No trate
de convertirlos a su ideología o preferencias políticas – atráigalos a Jesús. El se
encargara del resto.
Invítelos a Misa. Hágalo como un
paquete de venta: “Te gustaría a ti y a tu
familia venir a la Misa de las 9 a.m. con
nosotros? Y después pueden venir a
almorzar.”
Cuando a usted se le pregunta algo y
no sabe la respuesta, no se sienta avergonzado ni frustrado. Simplemente diga
“La verdad esa respuesta no la tengo, ¡me
aseguraré de buscarla!” El hecho de ser
honesto acerca de lo que usted sabe o no,
puede ser un buen mensaje para la persona
que se esta evangelizando. Existe todo un
mundo de personas que necesitan a Jesús.
¡Camine hacia fuera y hábleles de Él!
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Feature Story

Catholic Life

“Thanks Be
to God” and to You!

N

ovember brings Thanksgiving,
a gracious holiday celebrating
gratitude, hospitality and, of
course, food.
This year, I’m particularly grateful
for the success of our 2012 Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal. As you know, we’ve revised
and revitalized the Diocese of Joliet’s yearly
fundraising effort. Thanks be to God, and to so
many faithful people of the Diocese of Joliet,
we’ve accomplished great success with our new
approach to our annual appeal.
• This year, as of mid October, our appeal generated $7.1 million
in pledges from 39,630 Catholic households in our diocese.
This amount set a new record for the
appeal since its inception 27 years ago.
• To date, we’ve collected $6 million.
• So far, 92 parishes surpassed their
goals in pledges.
• As of mid October, the Diocese of
Joliet rebated $237,080 to 61
parishes that met their goal in pledges
and payments.
That’s a lot for which to be thankful!
If you contributed to the success of our
appeal, I extend my personal thanks
to you. I also express thanksgiving
on behalf of the tens of thousands of
individuals benefiting from your gift to
the CMAA.
In addition to Thanksgiving,
November also brings the end of
the Catholic liturgical year and the
celebration of the feast of Christ the King
on the last Sunday before a new Church
year begins with Advent. This year, this feast of Christ the
King bears special significance because our Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal drew inspiration from the theme “The kingdom
of God is at hand.” (Mark 1:15) To support the theme, in the design
of all the promotional materials, we used a beautiful stainedglass image of Christ the King.
We derived this year’s CMAA theme from a cornerstone
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Tony Brandolino is the chief
development officer for the
Diocese of Joliet.

Scripture, a declaration from Jesus at a pivotal moment as
He began His public ministry. “The kingdom of God is at
hand,” Jesus said. Our Lord gave a hopeful message, yet also
a challenging one because we’re all called to help build the
kingdom of God. Every baptized Catholic has a role in the
kingdom. Righteousness includes building up the kingdom here
on earth, until we are graced into the kingdom of heaven.
In the Diocese of Joliet, our Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
builds the kingdom of God. Our appeal allows us to share in
Christ the King’s salvation plan through dozens of ministries and
services. The appeal supports the reign of God as a rule of love
and service to one another. Our Catholic worldview invites us to
see beyond ourselves and participate in something bigger than
ourselves. As Catholics, we’re blessed to belong to the universal
Church of Jesus Christ, a Church gathering the entire world, a
very far-reaching kingdom.
The Gospel message calls us into the kingdom of God, but
gaining entry to the kingdom often
means leaving our comfort zone. Jesus
taught His disciples to seek first the
kingdom. The kingdom is identified with
Jesus and the Church.
The Catholic Ministries Annual
Appeal helps keep the kingdom of God
at hand for parishioners and Catholic
school students, for seminarians and
priests, married couples, youth and
young adults, Hispanics, students in
religious education, and people in need
of spiritual or temporal ministries offered
through Catholic Charities.
Every parish and mission in the
Diocese of Joliet belongs to the kingdom
of God, and every parish and mission in
the Diocese of Joliet participated in the
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal. It’s
not too late to make a gift out of gratitude
for all God’s blessings upon you. Your
pledge provides important support for
the appeal that builds up the kingdom here and in the hereafter.
Thank you for all you do to advance the kingdom of God.
With a heart full of gratitude, I wish you and your loved ones a
happy Thanksgiving.
For more information on the Catholic Ministries Annual
Appeal, please visit www.jolietdioceseappeal.org
Story by Tony Brandolino

A Grateful Heart

A

bitter heart is corrosive. It eats away
at our spirit and seeps into all facets
of our lives. It limits our ability to
appreciate and enjoy life. A bitter heart
turns us in on ourselves in morbid
self-preoccupation. It leads to continual comparisons
with others, and it exaggerates slights. A bitter heart
won’t let go past hurts and becomes an excuse for
poor behavior. Such a heart prevents a person from
moving forward in life. Energy is wasted rehearsing
or complaining about past events. In bitterness, we
hang on; with gratefulness, we let go.
A grateful heart has little room for bitterness. A grateful heart
makes it easier for us to see the blessings in our lives. And it helps
us be more compassionate and patient
with others. The daily blessings are a
cause for gratefulness. They may be hard
to recognize or appreciate unless we have
a habit of stopping to take stock. Whether
we see these blessings as little miracles in
our life or the work of angels, the heart
expands with gratitude.
To talk about miracles and angels may
seem naïve. But, it is truly naïve to believe
we fully understand the mystery of life. The
person who is sensitive to the workings
of grace, and does not tromp through life,
lives with greater reverence. Life’s journey
is a pilgrimage over holy ground. We need
angels to lead the way and clear our path.
They come disguised as the man who
opens the door for us at the grocery store,
or the clerk who wishes us a good day, or
the friend who checks in on us. Blessings,
small and big, are everywhere.

All Is Grace
It is not about having a lot or a little. It is acknowledging that it is
all gift.
“Everything is grace,” wrote St. Therese of Lisieux. And she said
this when she was told, in her dying days, that she could no longer
receive Communion. “Without a doubt, it is a great grace to receive

Father John Welch, O.
Carm., resides in a Carmelite
community in Joliet.

the sacraments; but when God doesn’t allow it, it is good just the
same; everything is a grace.”
I believe most of us will readily admit we have been blessed.
Deep down, we realize something has been at work in our lives,
and it is basically good. We do experience grace, the presence of
God, but often implicitly. It is hidden in the unexpected kindness of
a stranger, or in the mundane witness of a person conscientiously
doing his or her job.
Experiences of awe, too, can soften the hard or troubled heart.
During part of my seminary training, I lived in Canada near Niagara
Falls. No matter how I was feeling, or what was happening, to
stand by the ralls was to be filled with awe. The experience brought
perspective, and with perspective, gratitude.
The basic gift we have received is the unmerited, freely given
love of God. No matter what else happens to us in life, and no
matter what we think about ourselves, faith tells us we are loved,
and, we are good. Those core truths can never be taken away from
us, and they are the foundation when we
need to re-construct our lives and begin
again. Sister Helen Prejean, who ministered
among prisoners and wrote Dead Man
Walking, continually affirmed: “We are
worth more than the worst act we commit.”

Rejoice With Those Who Rejoice
To be grateful for the blessings in our
lives is one thing; to be grateful for the
gifts others have received is another. If I
am happy because I am not like others,
or have been spared what others have had
to endure, my gratefulness may simply be
based in selfishness. “O God. I thank you
I am not like the rest of humanity,” prayed
the Pharisee. (Luke18:11)
To rejoice in the blessings of others, and
to give thanks for them also, is a sign of a
mature Christian. Can I truly rejoice with
others in their good fortune, their gifts,
their opportunities? Can I be happy for them and be grateful with
them? Song, celebration, and thanksgiving are always appropriate
expressions for a Christian. We may be burdened, but we still sing.
Our songs convey our trust and hope in God. “Twas grace that
brought us safe thus far, and grace will lead us home.” (“Amazing Grace”)
The Dominican Meister Eckhart, wrote, “If the only prayer you
ever say in your entire life is ‘thank you,’ it will be enough.”
Story by Father John Welch
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Living the Cloistered Life

T

The Call: It’s really a song.
“He has put a new song into
my mouth: Praise of our God.”
One place the song is heard is
from the Cloister Corner of the
Church of Joliet. Here in Minooka
at Annunciation Monastery, the
Poor Clare Colettine nuns sing
His song with their lips and with
their hearts.

• At our monastery, we have a transfer
sister from Wisconsin, who had been a
hospital chaplain before joining our order
and was replacing the Holy Eucharist
in the tabernacle after giving holy
Communion to the sick and dying when
she heard Him speak: “I do not want you
out there any longer. Join me within.” She
knew He meant the cloister. Now there
is a nun eager for her hours of adoration
before the Blessed Sacrament for all the
sick and dying of the world and delights in
making Blessed Sacrament rosaries.
• We have a figure skater from California
who, after a winning performance to the
music of “Ave Maria,” knew there was a
higher, better way she could serve the
Church of God with her special devotion
to our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI.
Now there is a nun who in the winter can
skate out of the compost pile and does
the arrangement of flowers for the altar,
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cover story
sacred songs, especially her favorite one,
“Here I am, Lord.”

Poor Clares have fun on the Fourth of July, lighting the sparklers provided by Father
Mark Fracaro before his retirement from St. Mary’s in Minooka.

What is the song? It is Jesus Christ, the
only Word that the Father ever speaks.
As St. Ambrose said once: Jesus Christ is
everything. The complete song comes only
one note at a time. The experience of it
is very similar to that of St. Ignatius, who
came to know the Blessed Trinity as a chord
of music perfectly harmonized with each
person as a separate note.
Who hears the song? Blessed Cardinal
John Henry Newman tells us that it is heard
in the heart of each individual and that only
the individual can hear her song, so unique
is it. Our Blessed Mother heard it and directs
us with her song: Fiat – which is Latin for “let
it be done.” My soul proclaims the greatness
of the Lord. Here are some of the hearts that
we believe have heard it:

Sister Maria Benedicta poses as a postulant outside the Mass choir
with the crucifix facing the cemetery.

making them “dance” for Him.
• We have a Filipino nurse from Florida
who, while caring for her patients in
a nursing home, found herself more
and more drawn to the Jesus she saw
in each of them and felt His invitation:
“Come, follow me.” Now there is a nun
who is a nurse who cares for her fellow
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sisters and teaches others how to take
blood pressure and even how to use an
oximeter. She also found an added joy of
spirit in answering the different whistles of
the birds while she is working outdoors.
• We have a farm girl from Iowa who was
delighted with her first paying job and
thrilled when she could purchase her
Story by the Poor Clare Colettine nuns

S T O R I E S

own sewing machine and have a real
bathroom installed on the family farm.
However, she avoided the dining room
in the family home where there was a
large picture of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. His heart spoke loudly, clearly,
persistently with inaudible words: “How
long must I wait for you?” Now there is
a nun who brought her sewing machine
with her to the monastery and is a master
seamstress and even sews in the garden.
• We have a high school girl from Ohio
who loved to study and never had
enough books, and then one day she
met her chemistry teacher, a fantastic
nun, who handed her a book called
“This Tremendous Lover” by M. Eugene
Boylan with the following words: “I think
you can grasp the meaning of this book.”
Reality changed and the back of the
wardrobe opened – not to the land of
Narnia, but the spiritual world of eternity
as presented by the Catholic Church
and her unsurpassable teachings.
Now there is a nun who appreciates
the unbelievable depth of the truths of
our holy faith and is sorting books and
knows the truth of St. John of the Cross:
A single thought of a person is worth
more than the entire universe.
• We have a 14-year-old girl, the
youngest of 17 siblings, born in
Villanueva Zacatecas, Mexico, who
followed her older sister into the
Capuchin Poor Clares in Guadalajara,
Mexico. Looking for a stricter life, she
found it among the Colettine Poor
Clares when she saw how they did
manual labor, pruning their fruit trees
and grapes and tending tomatoes.
Now the sisterhood enjoys her Spanish

culture and her enchiladas, guacamole,
tacos, tamales, tostadas, quesadillas and
a siesta and fiesta.
• We have a young girl from New York
who had been enjoying her position
as secretary for 11 years until she
discovered an article in the Catholic
Digest about the Poor Clare cloistered
life and felt a flame in her heart. It burst
into a raging fire when she read the daily
night prayer the Poor Clares say after
Compline, the last prayer of the day of the
Liturgy of the Hours, a series of prayers
recited throughout the day by clergy and
religious: “May the Heart of Jesus in the
Most Blessed Sacrament be praised,
adored and loved with grateful affection at
every moment in all the tabernacles of the
world even till the end of time.” Now there
is a nun who takes the priests’ homilies in
shorthand, shares her Polish heritage with
the community and puts her gift of sign
language into an entertainment form for

The Lord’s call/song is as different and
colorful as the sisters, His brides, but
they have all found their fulfillment in
the fertile soil of the Poor Clare vocation
and their religious vows which intensify
their baptismal consecration. Here we
listen together for His word and share the
excitement of its meaning and practical
expression. We bear witness to the truth
written by Blessed Cardinal John Henry
Newman: “Reverence for the old paths is
a chief Christian duty. … The new ways
are the crooked ones. … This should be
insisted upon. … Do we think to become
better by knowing more? Little knowledge
is required for religious obedience. … We
have all of us the means of doing our duty;
we have not the will and this no knowledge
can give. We have need to subdue our own
minds and this no other person can do
for us. … It is one great peculiarity of the
Christian character to be dependent. … It is
the Christian’s excellence to be diligent and
watchful, to work and persevere, and yet to
be in spirit dependent; to be willing to serve,
and to rejoice in the permission to do so; to
be content to view himself in a subordinate
place; to love to sit in the dust.”
To the ears of such persons, the words of
the text are a sweet music. “Thus says the
Lord: Stand in the ways and see and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way
and walk therein and you shall find rest for
your souls.”

Sister Mary Regina works on the dresses for Infant of Prague statues to fill the
different orders for them from friends and benefactors as a means of support.

Story by Carlos Bricen | Photogrphy by Toni Nessi
For more information on the Poor Colettine nuns, go to http://poorclaresjoliet.org
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The Intersection
of Faith and Science

J

essica was on the confirmation retreat,
and when we asked the confirmandi
what questions they had about their faith,
she brought up one of the big questions
about our faith: “So … If I believe in the
Bible, what about the Big Bang and evolution?” The
Creed says: “I believe in God the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.” What exactly does
that mean, and how does it change anything? Does
it mean we cannot accept the modern science that
tells us about the Big Bang and evolution?

Cardinal Schönborn, Archbishop of Vienna,
Talks about Creation and Evolution
Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, the archbishop of Vienna, gave
a series of lectures in 2005-2006 in which he talked about
creation and evolution. Here is an excerpt from one of them:
What does the Christian faith say about “God the creator”
and about creation? The classical Catholic teaching, as we
find it explained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
or more compactly presented in the Compendium of the
Catechism, contains four basic elements.
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We live in a time when there is a popular perception of a
war between science and faith. Scientists like Richard Dawkins
publish books claiming that, if we say we believe God, we are
not just wrong, but delusional. There is a myth of science being
the answer to all of humanities problems, with the Church being
cast as the bad guy who persecuted Galileo and tried to suppress
Darwin.
On the other hand, some Christians reject science, especially
evolution. The fundamentalists read the Bible literally: just read
the words on the page, and you know what God dictated, they
say. This results in things like church services where people
handle poisonous snakes, because Mark 16:17-18 says: “These
signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they
will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will
pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
This kind of literal interpretation of Scripture by theologians
was what caused Galileo’s troubles. Because they read in the
Scriptures that the sun moved around the earth, they forbade
Galileo from writing about the Copernican theory (that the earth
revolves around the sun). Cesare Baronius, the 16th-century
cardinal and historian, observed: “The Scriptures tell us how to go
to heaven – not how the heavens go.”
In terms of the Bible, it wasn’t always that way. The Fathers of
the Church, the earliest bishops and teachers of the faith, knew
that every reading of the Bible is an interpretation, but what is also
important to note is how the Church interprets Scriptures. In the
Vatican II document Dei Verbum, also known as the “Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation,” the authors wrote that the
Scriptures “must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully
and without error that truth which God wanted put into sacred
writings for the sake of salvation. However, since God speaks in
Sacred Scripture through men in human fashion, the interpreter
of Sacred Scripture, in order to see clearly what God wanted to
communicate to us, should carefully investigate what meaning the
sacred writers really intended, and what God wanted to manifest
by means of their words.”
So the “how” of creation – Big Bang, evolution, creationism
– isn’t vital to our salvation, but rather the fact that God is the
creator of all things, that humanity was uniquely created in God’s
image and likeness, and that He sent His son, Jesus, as the savior
of the world to redeem mankind.
The early Fathers were particularly concerned with the first
chapter of Genesis, for what it taught about the Creator. St.
Augustine, among others, held, for example, that the “six days”

of creation were not thought of as six 24-hour days. He thought
that all things were produced simultaneously by God in a
single instant and subsequently underwent a natural process of
development. (Big Bang, anyone?)
Catholics believe the Bible tells us the truth about God; as the
Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “God is the author of Sacred
Scripture because He inspired its human authors; He acts in them,
and by means of them. He thus gives assurance that their writings
teach without error His saving truth.” (Catechism, #136)
What saving truth do the first three chapters of Genesis teach?
The world was created for the glory of God, by His wisdom and
love. God creates out of nothing, which means God alone is
the creator and everything that exists is dependent on God. He
creates an ordered and good world, which means that we can
use our minds to examine it – in other words to do science. He
transcends, upholds and sustains creation and is present to it.
Catholics believe that one way we can discover God is by
looking at creation. Since God made the world and all that is in
it, including humans with our minds, we are called to use our
minds to discover the wonders of that creation. So science, like all
human learning, is a good thing, which Christians should pursue.
Today, we look to scientists
to tell us about the origins
For more information
of the world; their scientific
on the Year of Faith
knowledge of the Big Bang and
in the diocese go to
the process of evolution “invite
www.dioceseofjoliet.
us to even greater admiration
org/yearoffaith/.
for the greatness of the
Creator.” (Catechism #283)
In 1985, Blessed Pope John
II said at a symposium in Rome on evolution held in Rome: “A
belief in creation, rightly understood, and a rightly understood
doctrine of evolution, do not stand in each other’s way. Evolution
presupposes creation; creation, seen in the light of evolution,
appears as an event extended over time – as a creatio continua, as
a continuing creation – in that God becomes visible to the eye of
faith, as the ‘creator of heaven and earth.’ ”
So Jessica can believe in Genesis, rightly understood, and in the
Big Bang and evolution. And maybe she’ll grow up to be a scientist
who also is a believing Catholic.

1. The doctrine of creation
says that there is an absolute
beginning – “in the beginning
God created heaven and
earth” – and that this absolute
beginning is the free and
sovereign act of establishing
being out of nothing. This is
the main theme of today’s
catechesis: the absolute
beginning.

Christian belief about creation.
It is also a point about which we
will be speaking later today. We
believe not only in an absolute
beginning of creation, but in
the preservation of creation;
God holds in being all that He
has created. We refer here to
his continuing work of creation,
which in theology is called the
“creatio continua,” the ongoing
act of creation.

2. The doctrine of creation
also says that there are various
creatures. This is the distinction
of creatures, “each according
to its kind,” of which we read
in the first chapter of Genesis.
This is the work of the first six
days as related on the first page
of the Bible. …
3. We come now to a point of
fundamental importance for the

Christine Fletcher teaches theology at Benedictine University
in Lisle. She is an oblate of St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle and
presents days of reflection at the abbey with Father Becket
Franks, OSB, during Advent and Lent.
4. And finally, the doctrine
of creation most definitely
includes the belief that God
directs His creation. He did
not just set it in motion once
at the beginning and then let it
run its course. No, the divine
guidance of creation, which
we call divine providence,
is a part of the doctrine of
creation. God leads His work
to its final end.
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Science Is Exciting;
Love Is Redemptive
At the age of five, my nephew was already excited to learn about
the discoveries of science in the exploration of outer space. Why
is science so exciting for us? St. Thomas Aquinas explains that
“human beings especially desire two things: first, a knowledge of
the truth, and this is characteristic of them; secondly, that they
continue to exist, and this is common to all things.” In other
words, we desire, especially, to know and to live. It is precisely
for this reason that the development of the scientific method and
the discoveries of scientific research have been so exciting for us.
Scientific exploration has fed our desire to know by teaching
us about so many things, from outer space to ancient history,
from the depths of the ocean to the workings of the human
heart. Scientific developments also help us to live – from
defeating deadly diseases to providing prosthetic limbs and
facilitating organ transplants.
As the Second Vatican
Council affirmed, “[M]ankind
is stricken with wonder at
its own discoveries and its
power ...” (Gaudium et Spes #3)
Furthermore, the Church is
grateful for, and enthusiastic
about, these fruits of scientific
research, as Pope Paul VI
noted when addressing the
Pontifical Academy of the
Sciences, “More than anyone
else, the Church rejoices at
every true acquisition of the
human spirit, in any field
whatsoever. She recognizes
and keenly appreciates the
importance of scientific
discoveries.” (Address to the Pontifical
Academy of the Sciences, 1966)

At the same time, the human desire to know cannot be fully
satisfied by science. Although science provides many facts
and proposes many theories for a greater understanding of the
“what” and “how” of things, science does not and cannot satisfy
the more fundamental desire for meaning – the “why” of things.
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “By themselves
however [science and technology] cannot disclose the meaning
of existence and of human progress.” (CCC #2293) Pope Benedict
XVI notes that this is, in fact, a particular danger of science in
our day, “Indeed, against the background of the widespread
optimism in scientific knowledge is being overcast the shadow
of a crisis in thought. Rich in means but less so in their aims,
the men and women of our time are often conditioned by
reductionism and relativism, which leads to the loss of meaning
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of things; blinded, as it were, by technical efficiency, they forget
the fundamental horizon of the need for meaning, thereby
relegating the transcendent dimension to irrelevance.” (Address to

Catholic Charities

the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, May 3, 2012)

The “loss of meaning of things,” as Pope Benedict describes
it, is no small problem. Indeed, the “fundamental horizon of
the need for meaning” is a critically important part of what
differentiates the blessed life, proper to human beings, from the
mere existence of plants and animals. In fact, without meaning,
even human existence becomes threatened, as Viktor Frankl
illustrated so eloquently in his great work, Man’s Search for
Meaning. From his years of experience in a Nazi concentration
camp, he convincingly establishes the claim, “Those who have a
‘why’ to live, can bear with almost any ‘how.’ ”
That is to say, while science is a wonderful tool for knowing
facts and for supporting human existence, it cannot provide
meaning – the knowledge that is most necessary for a fully
human, blessed life, for a redeemed life. In the words of Pope
Benedict, “It is not science that redeems man: man is redeemed
by love. When someone has the experience of a great love in
his life, this is a moment of ‘redemption’ which gives a new
meaning to his life. But soon he will also realize that the love
bestowed upon him cannot by itself resolve the question of
his life. It is a love that remains fragile. It can be destroyed by
death. The human being
needs unconditional love.
He needs the certainty which
makes him say: ‘neither
death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
(Romans 8:38-39) If this absolute
love exists, with its absolute
certainty, then – only then –
is man ‘redeemed,’ whatever
should happen to him in his
particular circumstances.” (Spe
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Science and technology are
precious resources for initially
satisfying the two human desires for knowledge and life, but the
human being remains desperately, dangerously impoverished if
he does not combine science with faith. Only faith brings us to
a personal encounter with our God, who is love and truth, and
who can provide the ultimate, life-giving meaning to our human
existence through a love stronger than death.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a Benedictine priest and
monk of St. Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. He serves as
a spiritual director for students at St. Vincent College and St.
Vincent Seminary, while also working full-time as a program
manager and host for “We Are One Body” radio network,
which records podcasts of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon’s thoughts
every week.

W

ith the holidays right around the corner, Catholic Charities is again offering its
Gift of Christmas charitable campaign. To help others in need this Christmas
season, read the following stories, choose a family to support and make a

donation to Catholic Charities. Give others hope this holiday season!
By Maggie Snow | Photography by Carlos Briceño
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Jessica cries every day. Her father recently died unexpectedly
in her home, and she and her children witnessed it. The
family also is struggling financially. Jessica and her children
are benefiting from Catholic Charities’ Hands of Hope
Counseling and are showing signs of healing through their
hard work in therapy. Your gift of $250 would allow Jessica to
buy Christmas presents for her family after a tough year.
Cassandra is a single mom with 10 children under the
age of 13. The family has no income and lives in subsidized
housing. Cassandra is a very caring mother and has enrolled
her children in Catholic Charities’ Head Start program. Your
gift of $300 would help provide bed sheets and towels for the
children in this large and loving family.
Tonya and Doug were barely making ends meet and living in
a motel with their daughters until Tonya’s hours were reduced at
work, and they could no longer afford it. The family is currently
staying at Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center homeless shelter
while Doug looks for a job. Tonya, a cancer survivor, continues
to work and save for a home. Your gift of $200 would provide
basic home necessities, such as dishes and towels, when the
family moves into an apartment.
Olivia works hard as a nurse to support her three children,
the youngest of whom is in Catholic Charities’ Head Start
program. The family lives in subsidized housing, but Olivia is
trying to save enough money to move to a new apartment in a
better neighborhood. Over the summer, Olivia’s apartment was
burglarized, and many of the family’s possessions were stolen,
including their clothes, personal-care items and even their food.
Your gift of $250 would help Olivia’s family replace some of the
items that were stolen from them.
After Christina’s husband abandoned their family and she lost
her job, she and her 11-year-old son and 10-year-old daughter
became homeless and moved into Catholic Charities’ Hope
House shelter. Christina recently found a part-time job at a
local college and has moved into Catholic Charities’ Transitional
Housing, but continues to live on a very limited budget. Your
gift of $200 would provide clothes and books for Christina’s
children for Christmas. It also could allow Christina to buy
herself professional work clothes for her new job.
Robert and Bonnie had been homeless for 11 years before
entering Catholic Charities’ “First Light” transitional housing
program recently. Their three small children never lived in a
home until this year, and they are eagerly awaiting their first
Christmas with a roof over their heads. Your gift of $250 would
buy new shoes for the children and a stroller for the baby.
Sue is a survivor. This pregnant single mom recently found the
courage to separate from her abusive husband. Her pregnancy
is high-risk due to complications from an accident. Sue receives
visits from Catholic Charities’ Expectant Mothers Initiative to
help her during this difficult time. Your gift of $200 could help
Sue buy winter clothes for her family and toys for Christmas.
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Shortly after James’ wife died last year, he suffered from
a stroke and major depression. The 65-year-old also has
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and needs constant
supervision. James’ daughter, Kelly, and her children moved
in to try to help with finances and care. Kelly reached out to
Catholic Charities for help after the electricity was shut off at
the home. Your gift of $200 could provide James with the basic
daily needs he is unable to afford.
Adriana is struggling in school. Her mom and dad recently
separated, and the family is having a hard time paying their bills.
Adriana is working hard on her math, reading and grammar, but she’s
feeling the stress of her family’s situation. Your gift of $250 would
help provide winter clothes for Adriana and her younger brothers.
Larry and Marilyn live in a modest home in rural Kankakee
County. Larry was forced to retire early due to a complicated
and serious combination of medical problems, including limited
hearing and vision. He is frequently hospitalized and needs
to see doctors regularly, which is a challenge because Marilyn
doesn’t have a driver’s license. Your gift of $200 would help
Larry and Marilyn buy food and toiletries this winter.

escaped a violent relationship. Choosing homelessness over
abuse was difficult, but Denise knew it was the right decision
for her family. Denise connected with Catholic Charities and
is living in Transitional Housing with her family. She recently
found a job and is looking forward to a brighter future. Your gift
of $250 would help Denise pay for gas to travel to her job and
could also provide school supplies and clothes for her children.
Malcolm’s life spun out of control when he was laid off from
his lucrative job three years ago. Unable to find work, he
eventually lost the family home and became deeply depressed.
The stress of the situation strained Malcolm’s marriage, and
he is currently in the process of a divorce. Malcolm is staying
at Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center homeless shelter and
recently secured a part-time job. Your gift of $200 could provide
Malcolm and his children with new clothes and educational toys
for his 2-year-old son.
Natasha is a young, single mom with three children under the
age of seven. She was recently involved in a car accident that
totaled her car, so she no longer has transportation. Natasha’s
youngest daughter is a student in Catholic Charities’ Head Start
program. Your gift of $250 would allow Natasha to give her
young family a special Christmas this year.
Marta and her two young children live in a small, onebedroom apartment. Space and money are so limited that the
children sleep together on a twin-sized bed. Your gift of $200
would help Marta buy a second bed.

Catholic
Charities
To read about many more
families in need and how
you can help, visit Catholic
Charities’ website at www.
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org and
click on the Gift of Christmas
logo at the top of the page.

A debilitating stroke left Joy partially paralyzed and
wheelchair-bound. Despite her medical struggles, this strong
64-year-old woman continues to help her daughter, who
suffers from serious mental illness. Unable to care for a home,
Joy recently moved into senior housing, but had to leave many
household items behind due to a bug infestation. Your gift of
$150 would help Joy buy new bed and bath linens.
Shortly after Luis lost his job, his family home went into
foreclosure. Luis, his wife Rosa, and their three young
children now live in an apartment, but only have a few
hundred dollars left each month after they pay rent because
their only source of income is Rosa’s modest paycheck. Your
gift of $250 would provide winter coats and boots for this
special family.
Zoe is an unemployed single mom who is expecting her
fourth child. All of her children have attended Catholic
Charities’ Head Start program, and she’s very involved in their
education. Your gift of $250 would buy a bassinet and car seat
for Zoe’s new baby.
Rebecca is excited about her new job in the health-care
industry, but overwhelmed with “keeping all the balls in the
air at the same time.” As a single mom to two small children,
Rebecca’s top priority is taking good care of her kids. To help
cope with her stressful life, Rebecca receives therapy from
Catholic Charities’ Hands of Hope Counseling. Your gift of
$200 would help Rebecca provide Christmas presents for her
3-year-old son and 8-month-old daughter.
•M
 onetary gifts can be made for the Gift of Christmas in
several ways: call 815.724.1140;
•M
 ake your gift online using your credit card at www.
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org and clicking on the Gift of
Christmas logo at the top of the page.
• Or, send a check payable to Catholic Charities. Mail it
to Catholic Charities, Gift of Christmas, at 203 N. Ottawa
Street, Joliet, IL 60432.
For more information, call Maggie Snow at 815.724.1165
or send her an email at msnow@cc-doj.org.

Denise and her three children became homeless when she
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Election Essay

Your Vote Matters

T

his is another
essay to offer
guidance and
reflection points
from Illinois’
Catholic Bishops in preparation
for the elections of Nov. 6, 2012.
Last month’s essay discussed
the expectations of a wellformed conscience.

(Mateo 10,28)

“Christ … fully reveals man to man
himself and makes his supreme
calling clear.” – Gaudium et Spes, 22
As followers of Jesus Christ, we
understand the human person in light of
the mystery of the incarnation. Human
dignity flows both from our origin (being
created in the image and likeness of God)
and from our ultimate destiny, which is
communion with God. Legitimate concern
for the material well-being of all must
never eclipse our concern for their spiritual
and moral well-being. (Matthew 10:28)
The preciousness of every human being
demands our concern for well-being of
all, beginning with those closest to us for
whom we bear the greatest responsibility,
and with a special concern for the
weakest and most vulnerable among us
and for future generations.
The moral imperative to respond to the
fundamental needs of our neighbors –
needs such as food, shelter, basic health
care, education, and meaningful work – is
universally binding on our conscience,
but may be legitimately fulfilled by a
variety of means. These responsibilities
cannot be simply delegated to the state.
As the Catechism reminds us, “It is
not the role of the pastors of the Church
to intervene directly in the political
structuring and organization of social
life. This task is part of the vocation
of the lay faithful, acting on their own
initiative with their fellow citizens.”
Relying on well-formed consciences,
Catholics citizens must use prudence in
responding to these needs and serving
the common good.
While there may be many legitimate
ways to address the needs of our
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con Dios. La
preocupación
legítima que
tenemos por
el bienestar
material de todos,
nunca debe
eclipsar nuestra
preocupación
por su bienestar
espiritual y moral.

neighbors, there are some actions which
are always and everywhere immoral. As
Catholics, we must recognize that not all
issues carry the same moral weight. The
continuing slaughter of innocent children
through legal abortion – to take the most
appalling example of such “intrinsic evil”
– is a grave offense against God and our
own human dignity, and cries out for
justice. Accordingly, “the moral obligation
to oppose intrinsically evil acts has a
special claim on our consciences and our
actions.”
Those who knowingly, willingly
and directly support public policies or
legislation that protect and perpetuate
such injustice cooperate with that grave
evil. Candidates who promise to support
the common good, while at the same time
glossing over their support for intrinsic
evils such as abortion, perpetrate a lie.
Catholic candidates who do so are also a
cause of scandal among the faithful.
Finally, two other issues of particular
importance in this election year demand
our attention. The first is marriage: the
permanent, faithful relationship of a man
and a woman as husband and wife is the
root of a family and the foundation for
all of society. The decline of marriage
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Candidates who
promise to support
the common good,
while at the same time
glossing over their
support for intrinsic
evils such as abortion,
perpetrate a lie.

in our culture has already inflicted
untold spiritual and material costs upon
society and individuals alike. Attempts
to redefine marriage are contrary to
the natural and moral law and only
serve to further erode this fundamental
institution. The defense of marriage is a
matter of social justice. The second issue
is religious freedom.
Additional information can be found
on the Catholic Conference of Illinois
website, www.ilcatholic.org, or in the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) publication Faithful
Citizenship (www.faithfulcitizenship.org).

Mensaje Sobre
La Elección

E

ste mensaje
ofrece una guía
y puntos de
reflexión por parte
de los Obispos
Católicos de Illinois como
preparación para las elecciones
del 6 de noviembre de 2012.
El mes pasado discute las
expectativas de una conciencia
bien formada.
“Cristo… manifiesta plenamente
el hombre al propio hombre y
le descubre la sublimidad de su
vocación”. – Gaudium et Spes, 22
Como seguidores de Jesucristo,
entendemos a la persona humana a la
luz del misterio de la Encarnación. La
dignidad humana fluye tanto desde
nuestro origen (ser creados a imagen
y semejanza de Dios) como de nuestro
destino final, que es la comunión

Lo valioso de
todo ser humano
exige nuestra
preocupación por
el bienestar de
todos, comenzando por los más cercanos
a nosotros para quienes tenemos la mayor
responsabilidad, y con una preocupación
especial por los más débiles y los más
vulnerables entre nosotros y para las
generaciones futuras.
El imperativo moral de responder a las
necesidades fundamentales de nuestros
prójimos, que tienen necesidades tales
como la alimentación, la vivienda, la
atención básica de la salud, la educación
y el trabajo significativo, se vincula de
manera universal con nuestra conciencia,
pero puede ser cumplido legítimamente
a través de una variedad de medios.
Estas responsabilidades no pueden ser
simplemente dejadas en manos del Estado.
Como nos enseña el Catecismo:
“No corresponde a los pastores de la
Iglesia intervenir directamente en la
actividad política y en la organización
de la vida social. Esta tarea forma parte
de la vocación de los fieles laicos,
que actúan por su propia iniciativa
con sus conciudadanos.” Basándose
en conciencias bien formadas, los
ciudadanos católicos deben usar la
prudencia para responder a estas
necesidades y servir al bien común.
Aunque puede haber muchas
maneras legítimas de hacer frente a las
necesidades de nuestros prójimos, hay
algunas acciones que serán siempre, y en
todas partes, inmorales. Como católicos
debemos reconocer que no todos los
problemas tienen el mismo peso moral.
La masacre continua de niños inocentes
a través del aborto legal, por tomar el
ejemplo más espantoso de esa “mal
intrínseco”, es una grave ofensa a Dios
y a nuestra propia dignidad humana, la
cual clama por justicia. En consecuencia,

“la obligación moral de oponerse a
actos intrínsecamente malos tiene una
relevancia especial en nuestra conciencia y
nuestras acciones.”
Aquellos que, a sabiendas, voluntaria
y directamente apoyen políticas públicas
o legislaciones que protegen y perpetúan
semejante injusticia, están cooperando
con ese grave mal. Los candidatos que
prometen apoyar el bien común y que
al mismo tiempo disimulan su apoyo
a males intrínsecos como el aborto,
perpetran una mentira. Los candidatos
católicos que lo hacen son también una
causa de escándalo entre los fieles.
Por último, existen otras dos cuestiones
que tienen una importancia especial en
este año electoral y que demandan nuestra
atención. El primero es el matrimonio: la
relación permanente y fiel de un hombre
y una mujer como marido y esposa es
la raíz de una familia y el fundamento
de toda la sociedad. El declive del
matrimonio en nuestra cultura ya ha
causado incalculables costos materiales
y espirituales sobre la sociedad y los
individuos por igual. Los intentos por
redefinir el matrimonio son contrarias
a la ley natural y moral y sólo sirven
para erosionar aún más esta institución
fundamental. La defensa del matrimonio
es una cuestión de justicia social. El
segundo tema en importancia es la
libertad religiosa.
Ustedes pueden encontrar más información
en el sitio web de la Conferencia Católica
de Illinois, www.ilcatholic.org, o en la
página web de la Conferencia de Obispos
Católicos de EE.UU. (USCCB) sobre la
Formación de ciudadanos fieles (www.
faithfulcitizenship.org).
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Things to Do
Annulment Process Day to be
Held in November
An informative seminar will be
held on Nov. 10 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the St. Charles Borromeo
Pastoral Center in Romeoville. People
interested in petitioning for annulment,
those already in the process, or
anyone who wants information about
the annulment process are welcome
to attend. The meaning of the word
annulment, church status, myths,
misunderstandings, other concerns
and questions will be addressed. There
will be time for discussion and prayer.
It will include input by and discussion
with Father Joseph Tapella, the
judicial vicar of the Diocese of Joliet.
The $25 fee includes a continental
breakfast, lunch, and materials. Preregistration is required. To register,
go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
documents/ANNULFLIER12.pdf or
call 815.838.5334.
Young Married Couples’
Celebration to be Held in
November
A retreat for young married couples
will be held on Nov. 10, from 10:30
a.m. through 6:30 p.m. Mass (with
an optional wine-and-cheese social
afterwards), at St. Isaac Jogues Parish

in Hinsdale. This retreat offers young
adult couples, in their 20s and 30s,
in the early years of their marriage an
opportunity to reflect on the meaning of
their vocation and how they are being
invited to live out their faith. Young
couples are invited to spend the day
hearing talks by other young couples,
talking with their spouse and other
couples, and praying and reflecting as
a couple. Couples can register online
at www.charisministriesorg/marriage_
chicago_nov2012. The cost is $55
and includes lunch. A wine-and-cheese
reception will be held after the Mass for
an additional $15 per couple. For more
information, contact Lauren at Charis
Ministries in Chicago at 773.508.2841
or email her at lgaffey@charisministries.
org. There also will be a special blessing
for those couples who are celebrating
their first, fifth,10th and 15th wedding
anniversaries this year at the 6:30 p.m.
Mass.

Woman’s Choice Services to Hold
Annual Gala in January, 2013
Woman’s Choice Services will be
holding its 6th annual gala – called
“Choices for Life” – on Jan. 11, 2013,
at the Drury Lane Conference Center,
100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook. The gala will
be held to celebrate the organization’s
mission of helping mothers and babies
in need. Check in will be from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m. Appetizers and open bar
will be from 6-7 p.m. Dinner (with a
cash bar) opens at 7 p.m. The program
begins at 8 p.m. and will feature a talk by
Melissa Ohden, a survivor of a salineinfused abortion attempt. Born at seven
months gestation, Ohden is not only a
survivor, but a “voice for the voiceless.”
For more information, contact Mary at
630.261.9564.

Widowed and Divorced Group
to Meet in December
Single Through Loss (STL) will hold its
fifth gathering on Dec. 8, at Holy Trinity
Parish in Westmont. Check-in for the
program begins at 1:30 p.m., followed
by lunch at 2 p.m. and a presentation
by Father Michael Danek, CR, pastor
of Holy Trinity. Father Danek will give
a talk entitled “Forgive and Live!”
Attendees also are invited to attend
Mass together at 4:30 p.m. See www.
singlethroughloss.org for more details

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary
to Hold Grand Reunion Next Spring
before Building Changes Hands
All high school and college students who attended
either the high school or college seminary at St. Charles
Borromeo in Romeoville are invited to a grand reunion on
April 12, 2013.
Attendees are welcome to arrive anytime after 3 p.m.
A special tour of the building will be offered at 3:30 p.m.
The 5 p.m. Mass will be concelebrated by all the graduates
and former faculty members who are priests, with the main
celebrant being Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel, a 1980
graduate of the high school seminary.
Cocktails will be at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m.
During dinner, former faculty and staff will address the
audience and share memories and stories. Attendees will
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and to register. A $10 donation is
requested to cover lunch and materials.
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dioceseofjoliet.org

have the opportunity to sit by class during dinner and to
continue to talk informally afterwards. Former students are
invited to bring pictures, yearbooks, and other memorabilia
from their time at St. Charles Borromeo.
There is no fee to attend, but pre-registration is essential.
Those who wish to register should call Christ the Servant
Parish in Woodridge at 630.910.0770.
The St. Charles Borromeo High School and College
Seminary welcomed its first students in the fall of 1965.
The college part of the program was phased out in 1974,
but the high school program continued until 1980.
Since the seminaries closed, the building has been used
simultaneously as a diocesan office building, a conference
center and an overnight retreat center. In June 2012, it was
announced that the diocese had sold the building to Lewis
University, which is scheduled to take over occupancy in
September 2013.

10 Ways to Live out
the Year of Faith

Last Word

B

ishop David Ricken of Green Bay, Wisc., chairman of
the Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, offers “10
Ways Catholics Can Live the Year of Faith.” Rooted
in guidelines from the Vatican’s Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, some of these suggestions are already
requirements for Catholics; others can be embraced by Catholics at
all times and especially during the Year of Faith:
1. Participate in Mass. The Year of Faith
is meant to promote the personal encounter
with Jesus. This occurs most immediately
in the Eucharist. Regular Mass attendance
strengthens one’s faith through the
Scriptures, the Creed, other prayers, sacred
music, the homily, receiving Communion
and being part of a faith community.

4. Read the Bible daily. Scripture offers
first-hand access to the Word of God and
tells the story of human salvation. Catholics
can pray the Scriptures (through lectio
divina or other methods) to become more
attuned to the Word of God. Either way,
the Bible is a must for growth in the Year
of Faith.

2. Go to Confession. Like going to Mass,
Catholics find strength and grow deeper
in their faith through participation in the
sacrament of penance and reconciliation.
Confession urges people to turn back to
God, express sorrow for falling short and
open their lives to the power of God’s
healing grace. It forgives the injuries of the
past and provides strength for the future.

5. Read the documents of Vatican II.
The Second Vatican Council (1962-65)
ushered in a great renewal of the Church. It
impacted how Mass is celebrated, the role
of the laity, how the Church understands
itself and its relationship with other
Christians and non-Christians. To continue
this renewal, Catholics must understand
what the council taught and how it enriches
the lives of believers.

3. Learn about the lives of the saints.
The saints are timeless examples of how
to live a Christian life, and they provide
endless hope. Not only were they sinners
who kept trying to grow closer to God,
but they also exemplify ways a person can
serve God: through teaching, missionary
work, charity, prayer and simply striving
to please God in the ordinary actions and
decisions of daily life.

6. Study the Catechism. Published
exactly 30 years after the start of the
council, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church covers the beliefs, moral teachings,
prayer and sacraments of the Catholic
Church in one volume. It’s a resource
for growing in understanding of the faith.
Another helpful resource is the U.S. Catholic
Catechism for Adults.

Providence Catholic Honors the Recipients of the
2012 Cor Unum Award
Providence Catholic High School held their annual President’s
Mass of Thanksgiving and Cor Unum Award ceremony in late
September. Nearly 100 guests gathered to honor this year’s Cor
Unum recipients, Wayne and Barbara Klasing, and the family of
Joyce and the late Donald (Buck) Reynolds, all of New Lenox.
The Cor Unum medallion, the school’s most prestigious
honor, is awarded annually to persons who exemplify its
inscription of “One Heart...in Ministry...in Mission...in Family.”
Father Richard J. McGrath, O.S.A., president of the school,
presented the Cor Unum medallions. “These delightful people
personify the meaning of ‘Cor Unum’ through their generosity

7. Volunteer in the parish. The Year
of Faith can’t only be about study and
reflection. The solid grounding of the
Scriptures, the council and the Catechism
must translate into action. The parish is a
great place to start, and each person’s gifts
help build up the community. People are
welcome as ministers of hospitality, liturgical
musicians, lectors, catechists and in other
roles in parish life.
8. Help those in need. The Vatican urges
Catholics to donate to charity and volunteer
to help the poor during the Year of Faith.
This means to personally encounter Christ
in the poor, marginalized and vulnerable.
Helping others brings Catholics face-to-face
with Christ and creates an example for the
rest of the world.
9. Invite a friend to Mass. The Year of
Faith may be global in its scope, focusing
on a renewal of faith and evangelization for
the whole Church, but real change occurs
at the local level. A personal invitation can
make all the difference to someone who
has drifted from the faith or feels alienated
from the Church. Everyone knows people
like this, so everyone can extend a loving
welcome.
10. Incorporate the Beatitudes into
daily life. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12)
provide a rich blueprint for Christian living.
Their wisdom can help all to be more
humble, patient, just, transparent, loving,
forgiving and free. It’s precisely the example
of lived faith needed to draw people to the
Church in the year ahead.

and tireless efforts to help Providence Catholic to become the
school it is today: a community of believers working toward the
common goals of providing a safe and healthy environment
for students to grow spiritually, academically and socially,” said
Father McGrath.
“To highlight the importance of this award, a $5,000
endowed scholarship was established in the name of each
of the recipients,” said Ed Barrett, the school’s director of
institutional advancement. “These scholarships will be awarded
on the basis of financial need. Last year the school awarded
thirteen Cor Unum scholarships to students. It is our hope that
the Providence community will continue to contribute toward
these scholarships to increase the financial assistance available
to students in need.”

For more local news and parish events, visit www.dioceseofjoliet.org
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