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E

ven young children know the two most important
feast days in the Church calendar: Christmas and
Easter. These two feasts represent the two most
important beliefs of Christians. Christmas
acknowledges that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of
God, the Second Person of the Trinity, God made man. (Eastern
Christians put more emphasis on Epiphany than Christmas, but it
too highlights the Incarnation.) Easter celebrates the resurrection of
Christ from the dead.

Without these two, interconnected tenets
of our faith being true, our faith has no
real substance, nor has the world been
saved from everlasting death. Jesus was
just a nice man and a good preacher
– and quite dead. As St. Paul writes in
I Corinthians, “If Christ has not been
raised, then empty is our preaching;
empty, too, your faith.”
Can we be sure these beliefs are true?
Skeptics have put forth many arguments for
doubt and disbelief. This is faith, though, not
science. Still, it must be a reasonable faith.
Since our theme for this month of the
Year of Faith is the Resurrection, I will
concentrate on that article of faith. As
for the Incarnation, the first Christians
accepted that Jesus was divine, the Son of
God, based on the evidence of His birth,
actions, words, and death. All of that had
been seen and heard.
The Resurrection, once grasped,
cemented their conviction about the
Lord’s divinity. Yet, no one actually
saw Christ rise. What they did see and
hear was the risen Christ appearing to
His disciples on several occasions in
different locations. St. Paul, again in I
Corinthians, writes that Christ “appeared
to Cephas, then to the Twelve. After that
He appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at once, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep.
After that He appeared to James, then
to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
born abnormally, He appeared to me.” St.
John records additional appearances to
Mary Magdalene and to a smaller group
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no more substance (as opposed to being
“better”) than any other religion. Thus,
we need to keep the Resurrection before
us. One feast day a year is not enough
(although the Resurrection is central to
every celebration of the Eucharist).
In the West the cross has long dominated
as the symbol of Christian faith. For
Catholics, the cross routinely bears the
image of the suffering body of the incarnate
God. What about the Resurrection?
The candle serves particularly well,
of apostles, while St. Luke recounts the
representing as it does the Light of the
appearance to the two disciples walking
World. The Easter candle shines in our
to Emmaus.
sanctuaries for the 50 days of the Easter
The Resurrection
season and is relit for
has a dynamic for our
every celebration of
daily lives. We have
baptism and funeral
been raised up with
The Resurrection
Mass. The sanctuary
the Lord in baptism.
has a dynamic for
lamp draws us to
Now, as St. Paul puts it,
our daily lives. We
the Real Presence of
we no longer live, but
the risen Christ who
have been raised
Christ lives in us. Plus,
reigns in glory at the
up with the Lord in
our whole life on earth
right hand of the
baptism. Now, as
is oriented to life in
Father. Vigil lights
heaven. I Thessalonians:
St. Paul puts it, we
in church continue
“For the Lord himself …
no longer live, but
burning when no one
will come down from
Christ lives in us.
is around, reminding
heaven, and the dead
us of the communion
Plus, our whole life
in Christ will rise first.
of saints, especially
on earth is oriented
Then we who are alive,
those in heaven.
to life in heaven.
who are left, will be
Candles, borne in the
caught up together with
hands of Christians
them in the clouds to
witnessing to truth and
meet the Lord in the air.
justice, attest to Christ’s victory over sin
Thus, we shall always be with the Lord.”
and death. Prayer candles at home bring
When St. Paul says that without the
the Good Shepherd symbolically to even
Resurrection being true our faith would
the loneliest and lost of sheep. A candle, lit
be empty, he does not mean just our
during Communion for the sick and most
faith as the assent of the mind. He means
especially Viaticum for the dying, illumines
that our faith would have no practical
the pilgrim’s way toward the fullness of life.
basis. Why would we follow Jesus? Why
There may be other ways, too. During
would we sacrifice on behalf of others?
this Easter season find ways to keep
Why would we belong to the Church and
your faith – a faith founded on the
receive the sacraments? Why would we be
Resurrection – full and alive.
concerned about sin, personal or social?
Why would we proclaim the Gospel and
want to draw others to Christ?
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
If Christ has not been raised, our faith
Christ is our Hope
is empty. Period. Christianity would have
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un los niños más pequeños, conocen las dos fiestas
más importantes en el calendario de la Iglesia: la
Navidad y Pascua. Estas dos fiestas, representan las
dos creencias cristianas más importantes. La
Navidad reconoce que Jesús de Nazaret es el Hijo
de Dios, la Segunda Persona de la Trinidad, Dios hecho hombre.
(Cristianos del Oriente ponen más énfasis en la Epifanía que en la
Navidad, sin embargo, esta también representa la Encarnación.) La
Pascua, celebra la resurrección de la muerte de Cristo.

Sin estos dos pilares interconectados,
de que nuestra fe es verdadera, nuestra
fe no tiene fundamento real ni el mundo
ha sido salvado de la muerte eterna.
Jesús pasaría a ser solo un buen hombre
y un buen orador; que ahora está
muerto. Como San Pablo escribe en la
1ª carta a los Corintios, “Pero, si Cristo
no fue resucitado nuestra predicación
ya no contiene nada ni queda nada de lo
que creen ustedes.”
¿Podemos estar seguros que estas
creencias son verdad? Los escépticos
han presentado muchos argumentos
para sembrar la duda y la desconfianza.
Esto es la fe, aunque no es ciencia. Sin
embargo, debe ser una fe razonable.
El tema de este mes por el Año de la
Fe, es la Resurrección, me concentraré
en ese artículo de la fe. Referente a la
Encarnación, los primeros Cristianos
aceptaron que Jesús era divino, el Hijo
de Dios, basándose en la evidencia
de su nacimiento, acciones, palabras
y muerte. Todo eso había sido visto y
escuchado.
La Resurrección, en una ocasión,
captó y consolidó su convicción acerca
de la divinidad del Señor. Sin embargo,
nadie vio a Cristo elevarse. Lo que si
vieron y escucharon fue la aparición del
Cristo resucitado ante sus discípulos en
varias ocasiones y en diferentes lugares.
San Pablo, nuevamente en la 1ª carta
a los Corintios, escribe que Cristo “se
apareció a Pedro y luego a los Doce.
Después se hizo presente a más de
quinientos hermanos de una vez; la
mayoría de ellos viven todavía y algunos
ya entraron en el descanso. En seguida
se hizo presente a Santiago y, luego, a
todos los apóstoles. Y después de todos,
se me presentó también a mí, el que de
ellos nació como un aborto.” San Juan
recuerda apariciones adicionales a María
Magdalena y un grupo más pequeño
de apóstoles, mientras que San Lucas

ser “mejor”) que cualquier otra religión.
Por lo tanto, tenemos que vivir como
resucitados. Un día de fiesta al año
no es suficiente (a pesar de que la
Resurrección es la parte central en cada
celebración Eucarística).
En Occidente, la cruz ha dominado
por mucho tiempo como el símbolo de
la fe Cristiana. Normalmente para los
católicos, la cruz lleva la imagen del
cuerpo sufriente de Dios hecho hombre.
¿Y qué hay acerca de la Resurrección?
relata la aparición a los dos discípulos en
La vela sirve particularmente bien,
camino a Emaús.
ya que representa la Luz del Mundo. El
La Resurrección tiene una dinámica
cirio Pascual resplandece en nuestros
para nuestras vidas diarias. Hemos
santuarios durante 50 días en la época
sido resucitados con el Señor en el
de Pascua y se vuelve a encender en
bautismo. Y como
cada celebración
San Pablo lo
de un bautismo y
comenta, nosotros
en los funerales.
La Resurrección
no vivimos más,
La lámpara
es Cristo quien
tiene una dinámica
del santuario
vive en nosotros.
para nuestras vidas
nos conduce
Además, toda
diarias. Hemos sido
a la Presencia
nuestra vida en
Real de Cristo
resucitados con el
la tierra está
resucitado, que
Señor en el bautismo.
orientada a la
reina en la Gloria
Y como San Pablo lo
vida en el cielo.
a la derecha
1ª carta a los
comenta, nosotros no
del Padre. Las
Tesalonicenses:
vivimos más, es Cristo
velas de Vigilia
“El propio Señor
quien vive en nosotros.
continúan
bajará del cielo
ardiendo aun
Además, toda nuestra
… entonces
cuando nadie se
vida en la tierra está
resucitarán los
encuentra en el
orientada a la vida en
que murieron en
santuario, como
Cristo. Después
el cielo.
recordándonos
nosotros, los
la comunión
vivos, los que
de los santos,
todavía estemos,
especialmente por aquellos en el cielo.
nos reuniremos con ellos llevados en las
Velas, en manos de cristianos siendo
nubes al encuentro del Señor, allá arriba. testigos de la verdad y justicia, dan
Y para siempre estaremos con el Señor”. testimonio de la victoria de Cristo en
Cuando San Pablo dice que sin
contra del pecado y de la muerte. Velas
la Resurrección nuestra fe sería en
de oración en casa traen al Buen Pastor
vano, no se refiere a nuestra fe solo
simbólicamente aun al más solitario y a
como el consentimiento de la mente.
las ovejas perdidas. Una vela encendida,
Él quiere decir que nuestra fe no
durante la Comunión a los enfermos y
tendría fundamento práctico. ¿Por
especialmente durante el viático a los
qué habríamos de seguir a Jesús?
moribundos, ilumina el peregrinaje hacia
¿Por qué nos sacrificaríamos por
la plenitud de la vida.
otros? ¿Para qué perteneceríamos a
Tal vez existen otros caminos. Durante
la Iglesia y recibir sus sacramentos?
esta época de Pascua encuentre
¿Por qué nos preocuparíamos acerca
maneras para mantener su fe, una fe
del pecado personal o social? ¿Por
fundada en la resurrección,
qué proclamaríamos el evangelio y
plena y viva.
trataríamos de atraer a otros hacia
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo? Si Cristo no ha sido resucitado,
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
nuestra fe esta vacía. El cristianismo
abril 2013
no tendría más sustancia (lo opuesto a
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Local News
Recent Mission Trip to the Philippines Helps Many
Poor People There
The Diocese of Joliet, through Partnership in Mission, which
is affiliated with the diocesan Office for Human Dignity, has
been sending people and supporting mission trips since 1994.
During the year, it has mission teams traveling to Bolivia, Kenya
and the Philippines and, within the United States, to the Navajo
Reservations and to wherever disaster relief is needed.
Since 2005 a team has traveled annually to Borongan, Eastern
Samar, Philippines on two-week missions. The latest one occurred
in February. The team was composed of three groups: medical,
construction and community outreach. Each of the missioners pay
their own way, as they give of their time and talent.
Each day starts with Mass in the hospital corridor, attended
by the missioners and hospital personnel and patients, said
Mary Jane Trinkus, R.N., who participated in the last trip. The
medical teams, including physicians, nurses and physical
therapists, brought medical and surgical supplies, performed
surgeries and gave medical care to the poorest of the poor.
“In the Philippines, there are no social programs to help the
poor like we have in our country,” Trinkus said. “If there is no
money to pay for medical care, there is no treatment.”
She then gave an example.
“You bring in your daughter quite ill with a ruptured appendix,”
she said. “Your child would be examined and surgery would be
recommended and needed to save her life. You then would be
given a list of medical supplies to buy, such as IV tubing, dressings
and medicine. If you did not have the money for these purchases,
your child would be placed in a hospital bed and linger until she
died. This is not because the hospital doesn’t want or care enough
to help, but they do not have the supplies, medications or resources
needed. This is true poverty. This year, in fact, a 12-year-old boy
was brought to our pediatric clinic with this same diagnosis. His
operation was performed by our surgeons, while his supplies were
provided by us. He returned home healthy and happy. We never
know who God will bring to us on mission, but how blessed we are
to be given the opportunity to help those in need.”
Hospital conditions are difficult, she said. Sometimes there are
two patients in a bed. There’s no air conditioning. It’s hot and humid.
Sometimes a dog or cat will wander through the patient waiting area.
“No one complains about the crowded conditions or the
long wait times,” Trinkus said. “Our patients instead are deeply
grateful that they are receiving medical care from us – medical
care they would not otherwise receive because of their inability
to pay. This year 173 surgeries were performed by our
surgeons alone and over 1,000 patients were treated in the
hospital clinic staffed by a few of the local physicians and three
of our own, an internist and two pediatricians.”
Meanwhile, the construction team was a group of men who
worked side-by-side with their Filipino peers as they built a
home and replaced a shack that was barely standing. The
home belonged to a very poor, single woman with a daughter.
There were holes in the roof, and one of the walls had almost
completely fallen down, Trinkus said. Umbrellas placed by the
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Mary Jane Trinkus in one of the wards. This woman just returned
from surgery. She was placed on a cot because all the beds
were full.

barely existing wall tried to keep out the rain. A nearby field or
river was used for the family’s bathroom needs.
“This woman has lived in this house her entire life,” Trinkus
said. “She couldn’t believe that God blessed her with a new
home and one with a bathroom too!”
In addition, 10 wooden beds were made for a mission home
run by a small group of nuns. Some of the children they care
for were sleeping on the floor on straw mats. Mattresses were
purchased by generous donations from Immaculate Conception
Parish in Morris, while missioners provided the linens.
The community outreach team spent their days partnering with
the Oikos Sisters. These sisters, imitating the life of St. Francis,
have devoted their lives to serving the poor. One of the programs
they’ve initiated is “Multiplication of the Loaves,” a feeding program
for underweight children from the ages of 1-10. The outreach team
also kept busy in a nearby village, feeding more than 155 children.
The residents are mainly farmers and quite poor.
“It’s spring now and rice paddies are planted, but harvest is
not until May,” Trinkus said. “No rice means little or no food.
For many of these children, the nutritious lunch provided five
days a week will be their only full meal of the day.”
Not everyone can go overseas on a mission trip, Trinkus said,
but there are always opportunities to help the poor, locally, such
as helping out at a local soup kitchen, food pantry, a homeless
shelter, or aiding someone in your parish who is out of work or
a neighbor in need.
If anyone is interested in learning more about the diocesan
mission programs, contact Bruce Carlson, mission coordinator, at
815.834.4028 or by email at BCarlson@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Knights of Columbus Help Provide Coats for
Needy Children
Last December, Knights of Columbus councils around the
state of Illinois participated in a Coats for Kids program. This
program, initiated by the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council,
distributes coats to needy children around the world. In the
Diocese of Joliet, several councils got together and distributed
more than 168 coats to children at several locations, such as
the Sacred Heart Mission, Hopkins Park, and St. Joseph Parish,
Addison. There was also a council in Yorkville that handed out
coats as part of its Christmas Baskets for needy Children. For
more information on the Knights, go to www.illinoisknights.
org and www.kofc.org. Or you can contact the Frank Stock, the
diocesan Knights’ chairman, by email, at fatpeapaw@comcast.
com, or by phone, at 630-985-1876.
Local news continued on page 22.
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Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities’
Programs Help
Ed and Shirley during
Difficult Times

E

d and Shirley were high school
sweethearts. She still remembers
the first time she saw him and how
handsome he was. He was an
older boy, two years her senior, and
the two fell in love quickly and married just days
after Shirley graduated from high school in 1964.

The couple enjoyed a simple and pleasant life for many years. They
moved into a modest house in Kankakee County in 1972, where they
raised their only son, Jimmy. Shirley spent her career as a registered
nurse, working with disabled patients. Ed was a correctional officer.
Seven years ago, when Ed was 62, he retired from his job
when he started showing signs of Alzheimer’s Disease. Shirley
also began experiencing serious medical problems and retired.
Over the next few years, the strain of their situation became
evident as medical bills started piling up and housework wasn’t
getting done. “We just couldn’t handle it anymore,” Shirley
confessed. “We were so far in debt. It was a mess.”
The couple’s son, Jimmy, suggested that Shirley reach out
to Catholic Charities in Kankakee to see if there was any help
available. They were quickly connected with Catholic Charities’
Money Management Program and Case Management Services.
Catholic Charities’ Money Management Program offers money
management services to low-income seniors who have difficulty
budgeting, paying routine bills, and keeping track of financial
matters. Shirley meets monthly with a trained volunteer who reviews
her financial situation and helps her keep track of budgeting and
paying her bills. The couple now realizes that they have enough
money to make ends meet each month, if they spend wisely.
Shirley and Ed also benefit from Catholic Charities’ Case

Management Services. This program provides assistance to frail,
older adults and their families. Their needs are assessed and
a plan for care services is coordinated to maximize the older
person’s independence in the home. Through this program, Ed
and Shirley have received medical equipment, including walkers
and an emergency help button, and a home-care aide who
makes frequent visits to the home to do housework.
When Shirley first began working with case managers from
Catholic Charities, she was stressed and anxious about her
situation. Ed’s medical condition had deteriorated, and he
struggled with even the most basic functions. In the past year, this
couple’s quality of life increased dramatically. Lucinda LaPierre,
a Catholic Charities’ Case Manager, said, “Shirley has more peace
about her and seems happier. Ed has made great improvements,
mainly due to medical intervention, and he is able to remain in
the family home with the help of Catholic Charities’ services.”
One thing is certain, when Shirley and Ed were married nearly
50 years ago, they committed to caring for one another “for
better or worse” and they’ve stuck to that promise. This couple
is still deeply in love and are completely devoted to their union.
Thanks to the services provided by Catholic Charities, they are
living in the same house they bought in 1972 and are able to
maintain their dignity and independence.

Catholic Charities has been providing help and creating hope in the Diocese of Joliet for more than 50 years. To learn more
about the programs and services provided by Catholic Charities, visit: www.catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

6

Christ is our Hope / April 2013 / Dioceseofjoliet.org

Story and photography by Maggie Snow.
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Catholic Life

Be Perfect!

O

ne reform of a religious order had as a motto, More
unity, less perfection! The men of the reform were
enthusiastic and deeply sincere about their Christian
living. But when enthusiasm is translated into striving
to be “perfect,” then the spiritual life can become a
competition. It is simply another ego-driven contest which may lead
to comparisons and judgments, and unity suffers. Such a high bar
may also lead to a sense of being unworthy.

“Be perfect,” said Jesus, “just as your
heavenly Father is perfect.” He said these
words at the conclusion of an exhortation to
love enemies. It is not about being morally
superior to others; it is about recognizing
our shared poverty and dependence upon
God and loving others with compassion.
When the spiritual life is portrayed
as a rugged, ascetical ascent to heroic
virtue, it becomes too daunting. So many
people have said, “I would like to live a
spiritual life, but right now my life is a little
mixed up. When I get back on track, then
I will be able to be more spiritual.” The
acknowledgement of being “unready” is
already the beginning of the journey.
When presented with stories of saints
who attained great achievements, we
may admire them, but probably are not

inclined to imitate them. We feel defeated
before we start. Live with lepers on a
peninsula in the middle of the ocean?
Not likely! I have trouble living with
people who are in the next room!
When a saint is beatified or canonized,
what is being recognized? Is it
achievement, or is it desire? Probably
both. But I know the story of a foundress
of a religious congregation who had
little to show at the end of her life. She
wanted to serve the Lord, but had trouble
finding the right situation. She recruited
young women in the hopes of founding
a teaching community. She worked to
establish a school to provide needed
education for young children. It was a
time of opposition to the church in her
country. Politics intervened. Her fledgling

community was suppressed, and her
sisters sent to their homes. At the end of
her life, this woman left a trail of unrealized
dreams, and her community consisted of
two other women sharing her dream. Yet,
she was beatified by the church.
On what basis was she beatified?
It could not simply have been her
achievements. True, her efforts eventually
led to the establishment of a dynamic
religious community. It was a testament
to her spiritual qualities and her witness
to the Gospel. But this community was
only a dream when she died. What
perdured during all the difficulties was
her desire to be a conduit for the will of
God. She wanted her will to be in sync
with God’s will, her desire to be one
with God’s desire for this world. It was a
matter of faithfulness, not success.

Real perfection
Yes, asceticism and discipline are
important. We do have to work to make
concrete in our lives the God-given
desires we have. It is striving, it is effort,
and it entails the cross. Time and again
our ego gets bruised. In our graced
efforts, we can make an opening in the
world for God’s love and compassion.
With St. Ignatius of Loyola we can be
“indifferent” to the outcome of our
efforts. Meaning, we do care, and we do
energetically employ our gifts, but we
have freedom regarding the results.
The real achievement in the spiritual
life is surrendering to God’s love. That
love is freely given and can transform us.
We have never needed to show a perfect
life or heroic achievements. It is simply
trusting in God’s all-conquering love.
When we make our lives available to
God, when we allow God to find us, then
great things can happen. Such as unity
and the perfection of charity!

Story by Father John Welch, O. Carm., who resides in a Carmelite community in Joliet.
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From Sorrow to Hope:
Reflections on
the Resurrection
The news that came from Rome on
Feb. 11 affected me like a 100-pound
barbell hanging directly from my heart.
I was informed of Pope Benedict XVI’s
announcement of resignation immediately
before celebrating Mass for my monastic
community at St. Vincent Archabbey.
Pope Benedict has been my anchor. He
has formed my thinking and preaching
for the last eight years and in an especially
intense way over the last three years since
I began working daily to broadcast and
discuss his teaching through We Are
One Body radio, which also broadcasts
interviews with Bishop R. Daniel Conlon.
I was grateful that immediately after
receiving the news I could offer the Holy
Eucharist and renew my faith in that
unchanging foundation of my life. At
the same time, I was struggling to accept
Pope Benedict’s planned resignation.
Over the next several weeks my heart
was transformed from despondency to
admiration, from desperation to hope,
from sadness to joy. It was an experience
that was very much like Good Friday.
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I followed through the “liturgy” of his
departure from the Vatican and arrival
at Castel Gandolfo and his final public
appearance and farewell. I then went to
pray in an adoration chapel before the
Blessed Sacrament and united myself to
him through the liturgy of the hours.
At 2:04 p.m. I checked the Vatican web
page to see that the Sede Vacante had
replaced the smiling, waving Pope I had
seen so many times in countless visits
to that page. It was like staring into the
empty Tabernacle on Good Friday. All of
it felt like Good Friday. I was in prayer;
I was directly facing the absence of a
beloved friend; I felt the emptiness of his
departure – and at the same time I felt a
deep joy and excitement. Just like Good
Friday, I knew it would only be a matter
of time. Someone new would appear, and
a renewal would occur, and the joy of that
appearance would make me forget the
sorrow and emptiness of his loss.
To be very clear, Pope Benedict is not
Jesus Christ, our Savior, and so this
analogy is far from perfect, but perhaps

a better way to say it would be that the
liturgical experience of “losing” Jesus
on Good Friday helped me enter more
fully into the loss of our pope on Feb.
28 – with a real feeling of loss and yet still
filled with hope and joyful expectation.
In fact, the hope is the same as the hope
of Good Friday; it is a hope that Jesus will
never fail to provide for His Church. Not
only will He provide another successor of
St. Peter, but that office will be renewed
and revitalized, and we are reminded in
this way that the Church is always young,
continually rejuvenated in Christ.
This leads us into a reflection on the
Resurrection, our reason for hope, even in
the face of sin and death. In the same way
that I was able to face the despondency
of losing Pope Benedict through the
experience of Good Friday and Easter
Sunday, so we can encounter every loss,
every isolation, all of our experiences of
dying through faith in the Paschal Mystery.
So, let us reflect more deeply now on
the meaning of the Resurrection. Pope
Benedict helps us admit that belief in the

YOUR
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Resurrection is not an easy thing. In his
first Easter Vigil homily as pope, in 2006,
he said, “But somehow the Resurrection is
situated so far beyond our horizon, so far
outside all our experience that, returning
to ourselves, we find ourselves continuing
the argument of the disciples: Of what
exactly does this ‘rising’ consist? What
does it mean for us, for the whole world
and the whole of history?”
To answer these questions, we must
take up the fundamental question about
our death. While this would seem to be a
question that only concerns one moment
in our life – namely the last moment – in
fact the question of death shapes our
entire life as we read in the letter to the
Hebrews, “[T]hrough fear of death [we
are] subject to lifelong bondage” (2:15).
Pope Benedict elaborates on this point
in his 2010 homily for the Easter Vigil,
noting that we are always looking for a
cure for death. “Man’s resistance to death
becomes evident: somewhere – people
have constantly thought – there must
be some cure for death. Sooner or later
it should be possible to find the remedy
not only for this or that illness, but for
our ultimate destiny – for death itself.
Surely the medicine of immortality must
exist. Today, too, the search for a source of
healing continues. Modern medical science
strives, if not exactly to exclude death, at
least to eliminate as many as possible of its
causes, to postpone it further and further,
to prolong life more and more.”
Here Pope Benedict draws out an
excellent point. He asks us to reflect, “Is
this really what we want?”
How long do we want to live? Two
hundred years? Five hundred years? One
thousand years? If this were to happen,
the world would grow very old and
there would be no room for youth. If
not an endless succession of days on the
calendar, what are we really seeking? We
are seeking an interior transformation,

a new life that is truly fit for eternity, an
eternal youthfulness, an eternal love. With
delight, Pope Benedict exclaims, “What
is new and exciting in the Christian
message, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
was and is that we are told: yes, indeed,
this cure for death, this true medicine of
immortality, does exist. It has been found.
It is within our reach. In baptism, this
medicine is given to us. A new life begins
in us, a life that matures in faith and
is not extinguished by the death of the
old life, but is only then fully revealed”
(Easter Vigil homily, 2010).
To be clear, the seeds of new life,
eternal life, eternal youth, are planted
in us by baptism, but they need to be
nourished. Even while our mortal bodies
die, this new life, which will also be
united in heaven with a glorified body,

“I was in prayer; I
was directly facing
the absence of a
beloved friend; I felt
the emptiness of
his departure – and
at the same time I
felt a deep joy and
excitement. Just like
Good Friday, I knew it
would only be a matter
of time. Someone new
would appear, and a
renewal would occur,
and the joy of that
appearance would
make me forget the
sorrow and emptiness
of his loss.”

continues to grow and expand within
us. At the same time, Pope Benedict is
clear: it must be nourished by a life of
faith. This means, according to Pope
Benedict’s 2013 Message for Lent, a life of
“personal adherence – which involves all
our faculties – to the revelation of God’s
gratuitous and ‘passionate’ love for us,
fully revealed in Jesus Christ.” In other
words, this new life planted in us by
baptism is nourished by receiving God’s
love, by letting God love us.
To hearken back to our experience
of losing Pope Benedict, we have to
ask, “What did we really want? Did we
want him to live for a 1,000 years?” To
the contrary, we want a younger man,
revitalized, renewed, with a fresh outlook
and fresh enthusiasm, but also with all
the wisdom of Pope Benedict, indeed
with the wisdom of 2,000 years of the
Church’s life. This is precisely what the
Holy Spirit provides for us in animating
the Papal Office and protecting it from
falling into error. The seed of immortality
was planted in the heart of the Church by
the Resurrection and that seed continues
to be nourished by the faith of believers,
renewing the Church from age-to-age,
even as she never changes in her nature.
This is precisely the experience of risen
life we receive with excitement in Pope
Benedict’s successor.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a
Benedictine priest and monk of St. Vincent
Archabbey in
Latrobe, Pa. He
is a program
manager and
host for “We Are
One Body” radio
network, which
records podcasts
of Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon’s thoughts
every week.

For more information on the Year of Faith in the diocese, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yearoffaith/
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Vatican II

Bishop Conlon
Outlines Key Points
Regarding
Christ’s Mission

A

s part of the Year of Faith activities,
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon recently
talked about the impact of the
Vatican II Council at the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center in
Romeoville, focusing specifically on the fact that it
is Christ who completes His mission through the
faithful. The Year of Faith was proclaimed by Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI as a way to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Vatican II Council, but also
as a way to point people to Christ.
The majority of the people in the
audience listening to Bishop Conlon
were lay leaders, and he noted that it was
his belief that the biggest impact of the
Second Vatican Council concerned the
role of the laity.
“The way in which lay people have
come to understand and accept their role
in the life of the Church and even their
life in the role of the world has probably
been the greatest change we’ve seen,” he said. “I’m not talking
about the fact that that there are lay professionals working [in
the Church], but that lay people feel the power and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, and they feel that they are living members of the
Church with a responsibility for the mission of the Church.”
In his talk, Bishop Conlon referred to the council as a
“momentous” event that is still having an impact. He focused
much of his speech on a particular document – “Lumen Gentium”
or “Light of the World” – produced by the Council Fathers. He
paid specific attention to the second chapter, paragraph 13.
The paragraph, Bishop Conlon said, “encapsulates the heart
of the Council Fathers’ understanding of the Church and of the
Church’s mission in the world, not just today but through all
time.” The paragraph makes clear that all people are called to
belong to God, to gather as one Church.
Jesus Christ was sent by the Father to carry out His mission, as
was the Holy Spirit, but Bishop Conlon said that the “mission of the
Church is the same mission of Christ: to draw all people to Him. The
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Holy Spirit is the force that allows that unity to be brought about.”
He then cited from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (#737),
which states: “The mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit is
brought to completion in the Church, which is the Body of Christ
and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. This joint mission henceforth
brings Christ’s faithful to share in His communion with the Father
in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit prepares men and goes out to them
with His grace, in order to draw them to Christ.”
One of the ways some people think about this concept
is that the mission of the Church is to carry on the work of
Christ. Bishop Conlon was clear in saying that “it’s Christ who
is completing the mission in us. We’re not completing Christ’s
mission for Him. He’s using us to complete His mission.”
He added that the Holy Spirit is crucial to the mission, as well.
“We don’t receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that we can
continue the work of Christ,” Bishop Conlon said. “The Holy
Spirit fulfills His mission in us. The Holy Spirit uses us, the
Church, to fulfill His mission.”
Because people’s lives are so busy, it’s important to take time
to grow in faith, which is why he said that prayer, spiritual and
theological reading, attending Mass and praying in front of the
Blessed Sacrament are all vitally important.
Making no efforts to grow in faith will mean it will be
impossible to function well.
“We’ll be off doing our own thing, and we will not be allowing
Christ to continue His work in us, and we won’t be allowing the Holy
Spirit to fulfill his mission in us,” Bishop Conlon said. “We will be
saying, ‘Oh, I’m doing the work of Christ. But will you? Will you?”
Story by Carlos Briceno.
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Lent

n the history of the world there was only one tomb that had an armed guard set before it to
prevent the dead man within from rising. That was the tomb of Christ on that first Good
Friday evening. Is there anything more ridiculous than placing armed soldiers to keep
watch on a corpse? Yet sentinels were positioned lest the dead man rise! They knew He
was dead; they said He was dead; they claimed He was an imposter. Still they watched.

In the history of the world there was
only one tomb that had an armed guard
set before it to prevent the dead man
within from rising. That was the tomb of
Christ on that first Good Friday evening.
Is there anything more ridiculous than
placing armed soldiers to keep watch on
a corpse? Yet sentinels were positioned
lest the dead man rise! They knew He
was dead; they said He was dead; they
claimed He was an imposter. Still they
watched.
Perhaps they remembered that He had
called His body the temple, and that three
days after they destroyed it He would
rebuild it. The number three haunted
them. Jesus had compared himself to
Jonah who was in the belly of the whale
three days. Egypt was in the throes of a
frightful darkness for three days, and God
came down on Mt. Sinai on the third day.
Now again there was anxiety about the
third day. Early Saturday morning, then,
the chief priests and Pharisees broke the
Sabbath by going to Pilate and saying:
“Sir, we remember that this deceiver while
He was still living said I am to rise again
after three days. Give orders, then, that
his tomb be guarded until the third day.”
Pilate did.
The astonishing truth about our Lord’s
Resurrection is that His enemies expected
it, His friends did not. Clinging to the

Easter Gospels is a note of sadness. Mary
Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb that first
Easter morning not to greet the risen
Christ but to anoint His dead body. The
apostles discounted the news of his
Resurrection as if He had never foretold
it. That was a forecast of the way the
world would always greet the news of
Christ’s Resurrection – with skepticism
and incredulity. Almost too good to be
true. So much bad news abounds – wars,
bombings, shootings – that when the
news is good we seem unable to bear it.
So it is with Christ’s Resurrection. No
romance surrounds it as there is with
Jesus’ birth. No fanfare or public acclaim
as accompanied His miracles. It is simply
proclaimed. Christ is Risen! It’s as simple
yet profound as that. Scripture scholar
Father Gerard Sloyan declares that the
New Testament is a book by believers
for believers. Something real, something
extraordinary, something awesome, we
might say, occurred in Jerusalem 2,000
years ago, and the reality of that unique
event remains undimmed after 20
centuries. That reality, of course, is the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
What Jesus’ friends seemed to forget is
that flowing through all of Holy Scripture,
like the invigorating waters of a refreshing
stream, is the astonishing good news that
the worst things are never the last things.

This great truth is
a recurring theme
from the opening
lines of the book
of Genesis to the
closing words of the
book of Revelation.
When our first
parents were exiled
from the Garden of Eden, they must have
thought it the worst thing, but it was
not the last for God promised them a
Savior and Redeemer. When Joseph the
dreamer, in his multi-colored coat, was
sold into slavery by his jealous brothers
he must have thought it the worst thing,
but it was not the last for Joseph found
favor with the pharaoh of Egypt and
was able to deliver his grieving father
and hostile brothers from their slavery.
And on that first Good Friday when
Jesus expired on the Cross, His disciples
must have thought it the worst thing,
but it was assuredly not the last. For
Jesus rose triumphant and glorious on
Easter Sunday, and He lives today – His
resurrection the pledge and assurance of
our own resurrection.
It is always reassuring and a comfort
to encounter one who truly believes
that the worst things are never the last
things. I found it in the life and the death
of Britain’s wartime prime minister, Sir

Story by Father William T. Cullen, Retired Priest in the Diocese of Joliet.
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Winston Churchill, who planned his
own funeral. It took place in London’s
St. Paul’s Cathedral, that splendid edifice
fashioned by Christopher Wren in the
17th century. The queen and members
of the royal family were present as were
heads of state from around the world. The
service consisted of the lovely Anglican
liturgy with its majestic hymns and
prayers. But after the final benediction
by the Archbishop of Canterbury two
events occurred that have forever etched
this service in the memories of those
who were there. Mr. Churchill directed
that a bugler be placed at one side of the
cathedral’s great dome, who, after the
benediction, was to intone the sound of
“Taps,” that universal sign that signals
the end of day, that a life is ended,
that something memorable has been
accomplished. It drew the attention of
all, but then came the most dramatic
moment. Mr. Churchill directed that a
second bugler be placed at the opposite
side of the dome, and after the notes of
“Taps” had died away, he was to sound
the notes of “Reveille” – “It’s time to get
up! It’s time to get up. It’s time to get up in
the morning!”
Here was one Christian’s unswerving
belief that death is not the end. Here was
one Christian’s undying trust that the
worst things are never the last things.
Here was one Christian’s conviction that
the last notes to be sounded will not be
that of “Taps” but of “Reveille.” Here was
one Christian’s abiding hope that on that
last great day there will be something to
get up for and Someone to rise to! An
observer reported that the queen bowed
her head and wept.
As we celebrate Easter in this year

Month

April
2013
Year of
Faith
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of grace 2013, we need to ask how
the perennial good news of Jesus’
resurrection will touch us. What facet of
that stupendous Jesus’ event will leave
its mark on us. What might be different
about Jesus’ resurrection for us this year.
After our Blessed Mother and St. John,
perhaps no one loved Jesus more than
the great St. Paul. How he was changed
after his encounter with the Risen Christ
on the road to Damascus has always
intrigued me. The early Church Father,
St. John Chrysostom, has captured for
me the essence of that blessed moment.
In one of his great sermons St. John
Chrysostom said of St. Paul: “The most
important thing for him was that he knew
himself to be loved by Christ.” What a
remarkable insight! Not his missionary
journeys, not his tireless labors for Christ,
not his splendid letters to Rome, Corinth,
Ephesus, not the sufferings he endured,
not his martyrdom at Rome, but that “he
knew himself to be loved by Christ.” That
was all that really mattered for St. Paul.
After I read that many years ago, I never
forgot it. I never forgot it because after
nearly 65 years in the priesthood I believe
the same could be said of each of us.
The Gospels make abundantly clear that
the most important thing for us is that
we know we are loved by Christ. That’s
what Christ’s Resurrection does for us;
that’s what it means for us; that’s what He
tells each of us on Easter morning as He
speaks our name.
The great American playwright, Eugene
O’Neill, author of such award-winning
plays as “The Iceman Cometh” and “Long
Day’s Journey into Night,” has written
an important but lesser play entitled
“Lazarus Laughed,” based on the last of

Jesus’ signs, the raising of Lazarus from
the dead. The play is about a friend of
Jesus who has experienced death but
sees it for what it is, our last and greatest
enemy destroyed by Christ. Jubilantly
Lazarus exclaims: “Laugh with me! Death
is dead! Fear is no more! There is only
life! There is only laughter!” O’Neill tells
us that Lazarus begins to laugh, “softly
at first” but then “a laugh of complete
acceptance of life, devoid of fear.” No word
of Lazarus is recorded in the Gospel after
he emerged from the tomb, but maybe he
did laugh. He certainly must have smiled
as he struggled to free himself from the
burial clothes that bound him. The great
St. Augustine with his accustomed acumen
tells us that if Jesus had not designated
Lazarus by name all the tombs would
have emptied at His command! That is, of
course, a reference to Jesus’ earlier saying:
“The hour is coming when all who are in
the graves will hear my voice and come
forth” (John: 5:28).
Never recognized as one of O’Neill’s
major works, “Lazarus Laughed” is
nevertheless important for believers as we
journey to Easter, because O’Neill, who
stopped attending Mass as a teen-ager,
somehow captured an essential insight
into this remarkable event. The raising
of Lazarus from the dead reminds us
that there is one gift promised to every
believer: the resurrection. Eugene O’Neill
apparently thought that reason enough
for Lazarus to rejoice. Perhaps the loss
of his early Catholicism still haunted
him. No wonder Russian novelist Tolstoy
reported that on Easter morning Russian
Christians greeted one another with “He
is Risen!” In our own American idiom we
might simply exclaim: “He Lives!”
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•P
 roclaim the
Risen Christ:
My Lord and
My God

•V
 atican II Constitution:
Lumen Gentium (The
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• CCC #2759:
The Lord’s Prayer

• The Lord’s Prayer

• Read a book on faith that is
age appropriate with a child in
your extended family. Discuss the
Sunday homily with a friend or
family member. Witness to Christ
through your words, actions and
relationships.
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• John 20: 1-31
• 1 Cor. 15: 1-28
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Cover Story

Habemus Papam:
Pope Francis Leads Our Journey To Christ

F

ebruary 28 was the day that Pope Benedict XVI resigned the Petrine ministry and
disappeared from our sight. It struck me like Good Friday as we lost the Holy Father
who had brought us the truth and love of Jesus Christ for the last eight years. He left
an empty chair, a sede vacante, like the empty tabernacle of Good Friday, and the
emptiness persisted for 13 days, like a very long Holy Saturday. Also like Holy
Saturday, we experienced silence, a silence which intensified with the beginning of the conclave
on March 12, when the cardinals swore oaths of secrecy and were completely cut off from us
(except by our connection with them in prayer).

And yet, also like Holy Saturday, God was at work in the
silence, in the apparent emptiness. God was preparing for a new
beginning, for new life to come forth from the silence, from the
empty tabernacle of the sede vacante, the empty chair of Peter.
We caught only a glimpse of God and the cardinals hard at work
on our behalf. That glimpse was black smoke in the first evening
of the conclave and black smoke the following morning. Though it
indicated there was no election, our hope was not diminished but
strengthened; it was a sign of the Holy Spirit, like the pillar of cloud
that reminded the Israelites God was with them in the desert.
From the silence, however, there then erupted a great joy,
when on March 13 at 7:06 p.m. in Rome, the smoke rose from
the Sistine Chapel. And it was white, like the white robes of

Christ in glory (cf. Luke 9:28-36). God was faithful to his promise,
a new pope was chosen. Several hundred thousand people
flooded St. Peter's Square and millions more flooded the media
all over the world. We all wanted to see him. The white smoke
signal was like Mary Magdalene who sent the apostles running
when she announced the news of the Lord's Resurrection (cf. John
20:4). This year, for us, Easter came a few weeks early.
As we rushed to see who this new gift from God would be,
we shared another experience of the early witnesses of the
Resurrection: we did not recognize him. As his name was
announced, it was not a name that had been on most people's
lists. His name had been prominent in the last election, but had
largely slipped from sight over the following eight years.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, OSB.
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In truth, however, even if he had been a name on our lists, we
would not have recognized him; he had been transformed. As
soon as two-thirds of the cardinals agreed, and he accepted,
he took a new name and received a new grace – the grace of
Peter's Successor. Now, to him like to his 265 predecessors,
Jesus spoke these words, "You are Peter and on this rock I
will build my Church and the gates of the netherworld shall not
prevail against her, and I give you the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven. What you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and
what you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:1618). The new Pope Francis received a new authority. To quote
the Second Vatican Council's decree on bishops, Christus
Dominus, he "enjoys supreme, full, immediate, and universal
authority over the care of souls by divine institution." (#2)
At the same time, he does not enjoy that authority to do with
as he pleases. That same sentence of Christus Dominus gives
the reason for his authority, "In this Church of Christ, the Roman
pontiff, as the successor of Peter, to whom Christ entrusted the
feeding of His sheep and lambs..." referring to the dialogue, in
which Jesus commands Peter, "Feed my lambs...Tend my sheep...
Feed my sheep" (John 21:15-17). The authority is given not to dominate
but rather to build up, to nourish, to strengthen the people of God,
all over the world, in faith, hope and love. We enjoyed that loving
care that came to us through Pope Benedict XVI and now we look
forward to receiving the Lord's nourishment through Pope Francis.
The transforming grace that is bestowed through the Papal Office
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means that there is a consistency from one pope to the next. A pope
cannot and never has taught heresy. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
he is protected from error in his teaching.
At the same time, I return to the experience of the apostles with
the Risen Lord: they did not recognize him. When the new pope
emerged on the Loggia of Blessings, the balcony of St. Peter's
Basilica, we did not recognize him. We never before had a pope
from South America, we never before had a Jesuit pope, we
never before had a Pope Francis. Although he carries the same
authority and the same commission as every previous pope, the
Holy Father is also new and unique. That teaches us an important
point about God; He does not make clones or drones. He makes
each one unique, and even when two different people carry out the
same office, that office is incarnated in a unique way.
We saw the uniqueness of Pope Francis immediately in the way
he addressed the faithful. His opening greeting to the thousands
gathered in St. Peter's Square on March 13 was the longest
papal greeting in centuries. Furthermore, he emerged on the
balcony dressed simply in white, without the red mozetta around
his shoulders, which is normally worn by the popes on these
occasions. Then, recognizing the uniqueness of this moment
in time, the first time in centuries that a pope has resigned, he
led the faithful in praying for Pope Emeritus Benedict. Another
unforgettable moment was the way that he brought the entire
world to silence for a few moments, humbly begging the faithful for
prayers that God's blessing would come upon him.
On his first day as pope, we continued to see his uniqueness
as he made a visit to St. Mary Major; he travelled with minimal
entourage and entered through the side door. He humbly paid
homage to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Ignatius Loyola and
St. Pius V. Then he surprised everyone as he greeted children
from a nearby school and asked the driver to stop at the hotel
where he had stayed prior to the conclave so that he could
pick up his suitcase and pay his bill. Pope Francis showed us in
these simple gestures, the humility so well known and loved by
his new patron, St. Francis of Assisi.
While we note the uniqueness and also delight in it, we also see
in Pope Francis the continuity. In this regard I remember Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon's installation homily in the Diocese of Joliet
when he said something to the effect of, "I know how to lead, but
I also know who to follow." There are many points we could focus
on in this regard, but I believe the most important is seeing Pope
Francis truly as a man of the Second Vatican Council.
Pope Francis was elected in the middle of the Year of Faith, a
year that began on Oct. 11, 2012, which was selected because
it was the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council. Pope
Benedict XVI asked us to return to a deeper reflection on the council
documents, saying that the Year of Faith is "a good opportunity to
help people understand that the texts bequeathed by the Council
Fathers, in the words of Blessed John Paul II, 'have lost nothing of
their value or brilliance. They need to be read correctly, to be widely
known and taken to heart as important and normative texts of the
Magisterium, within the Church's Tradition ... I feel more than ever in
duty bound to point to the council as the great grace bestowed on
the Church in the twentieth century: there we find a sure compass
by which to take our bearings in the century now beginning' " (Porta
Fidei #5). Notably, Pope Francis will be the first pontiff, since the
council took place, not directly involved in the council, but we can

see from just his first actions and
words as pope how deeply he
has been formed by the Second
Vatican Council.
From his initial appearance
on the balcony of St. Peter's
Basilica, we got a taste of his
ecclesiology, his understanding
and presentation of the Church.
He expressed, in his opening
words, and reiterated in his
homily the next day, that we
are on a journey, the bishop
together with the people: "And
now, we take up this journey: Bishop and People. This journey
of the Church of Rome which presides in charity over all the
Churches. A journey of fraternity, of love, of trust among us."
In his first Mass as pope, celebrated for the Church, he again
spoke of our journey, saying, "Journeying: our life is a journey,
and when we stop moving, things go wrong. Always journeying,
in the presence of the Lord, in the light of the Lord..." This
vision of the Church and the Christian life echoes the Second
Vatican Council's great teaching on the Church, which often
refers to the Church as being on pilgrimage. For example, the
council says, that in the bishops, Christ is present and "by their
wisdom and prudence He directs and guides the people of the
New Testament in their pilgrimage toward eternal happiness."
In that same homily, Pope Francis also recognized that there
are difficulties on the journey. "There can sometimes be jolts,
movements that are not properly part of the journey: movements
that pull us back," he said. He strongly encouraged us that this
is to be expected, and he asked that we "will have the courage,
yes, the courage, to walk in the presence of the Lord, with the
Lord’s Cross..." These words closely follow the teaching of the
Second Vatican Council, which states, "Moving forward through
trial and tribulation, the Church is strengthened by the power of
God's grace, which was promised to her by the Lord, so that in
the weakness of the flesh she may not waver from perfect fidelity,
but remain a bride worthy of her Lord, and moved by the Holy
Spirit may never cease to renew herself, until through the Cross
she arrives at the light which knows no setting." (Lumen Gentium #9)
As an additional note, this first homily of Pope Francis, preached
without a prepared text, was rooted entirely in the Scriptures
used at that Mass, drawing his three main points from the three
Mass readings. This closely follows the Second Vatican Council's
encouragement in the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, "The
sermon, moreover, should draw its content mainly from scriptural
and liturgical sources, and its character should be that of a
proclamation of God's wonderful works in the history of salvation,
the mystery of Christ, ever made present and active within us,
especially in the celebration of the liturgy" (Sacrosanctum Concilium #35).
By his humble, simple example, Pope Francis gives us a model
of the Second Vatican Council's teaching on the priesthood. Pope
Francis is well known for having lived in a small apartment, even
as archbishop of Buenos Aires. He cooked his own meals and
maintained a spartan diet. He took public transportation rather than
the chauffeured limousine that could have been at his disposal. In
his first full day as pope, Holy Father Francis continued this humble

witness by visiting the clergy
and staff at St. Mary Major,
along with school children and
the employees of the hotel
where he resided prior to the
conclave. Furthermore, in his
former ministry as archbishop,
Cardinal Bergoglio regularly
encouraged his priests in
Buenos Aires to take up
"shoe-leather" evangelism, to
take the Gospel to the streets.
The Second Vatican Council
encourages precisely this kind
of witness. "Priests, moreover, are invited to embrace voluntary
poverty by which they are more manifestly conformed to Christ
and become eager in the sacred ministry....Led by the Spirit of the
Lord, who anointed the Savior and sent him to evangelize the poor,
priests, therefore, and also bishops, should avoid everything which
in any way could turn the poor away." (Presbyterorum Ordinis, #17)
A further expression of the Second Vatican Council in his
ministry is seen in the first letter of his pontificate, addressed on
the day of his election to the Chief Rabbi of Rome, in which he
stated, "I strongly hope I can contribute to the progress in CatholicJewish relations experienced since the Second Vatican Council."
Pope Francis demonstrates that he is conscious of the Council's
teaching in the declaration Nostra Aetate on The Relations of
the Church with Non-Christian Religions, "Since the spiritual
patrimony common to Christians and Jews is thus so great,
this sacred synod wants to foster and recommend that mutual
understanding and respect which is the fruit, above all, of biblical
and theological studies as well as of fraternal dialogues" (#4).
Finally, we also see Pope Francis's rootedness in the truth
proclaimed by the Second Vatican Council as we observe the
strong signs of his Marian devotion demonstrated in the first 24
hours of his pontificate. He led the faithful in a Hail Mary in his
first appearance and promised to make a visit to her to entrust
the faithful to her protection. He fulfilled that promise the next day
as he piously placed flowers on her altar and spent time in silent
prayer before the image of her in the Basilica of St Mary Major. As
Pope Francis leads us now in our heavenly pilgrimage, he knows
the direction of our journey, toward Mary who is the Church's
perfection in heaven, as the Second Vatican Council teaches, "But
while in the most holy Virgin the Church has already reached that
perfection whereby she is without spot or wrinkle, the followers of
Christ still strive to increase in holiness by conquering sin.(300)
And so they turn their eyes to Mary ... " (Lumen Gentium #65)
As we continue to delight in Pope Francis's uniqueness, we also
rejoice in how rooted he is in the teaching of the Church, particularly
as presented by the Second Vatican Council. We now joyfully and
confidently follow our new Chief Shepherd as he leads us in the
path Pope Benedict set for us at the outset of the Year of Faith,
"This, then, is how we can picture the Year of Faith: a pilgrimage in
the deserts of today's world, taking with us only what is necessary
... the Gospel and the faith of the Church, of which the Council
documents are a luminous expression, as is the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, published twenty years ago" (Homily at Opening
Mass for the Year of Faith, October 11, 2012).
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Financial Report

A Financial Snapshot of the Diocese

Displayed on page 19 are the Statements of Activities for the Diocese of Joliet, which show the financial
results of operations for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2012 and 2011. The Diocese of Joliet uses
fund accounting to maintain the books and records of the diocese. In the interest of providing more
information, the following individual fund results will be reported in addition to consolidated results:
Diocesan Operating Fund; Parish Deposit and Loan Fund; Diocesan Cemetery Fund; Diocesan Insurance
Fund; and Diocesan Special Purpose Fund. Consolidated surpluses were generated in both years.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
Revenue for the diocese was down
approximately $5.5 million in 2012
versus 2011. The reasons are explained
in detail below and are driven by lower
investment earnings and insurance
premium billings to parishes and schools.
Investment Earnings
• The majority of the investments for the
diocese are restricted and the principal,
and investment earnings are not available
for use in day-to-day operations. These
restricted investments are held in the
Special Purpose Fund and the Cemetery
Future Care Fund and are used to fund
special needs and future obligations.
Some of the needs, which are assisted
by the Special Purpose Fund include:
seminarian education; retired priest
well-being; nursing home and assisted
living support; needy parish support; and
a variety of other needs. These funds
are basically endowments that have
accumulated over the years through
donations restricted for specific use by
the donor.
The diocese also has specific purpose
funds that are required to satisfy future
obligations. The largest such obligation
is the cemetery future care obligation,
which is accounted for in the Cemetery
Fund. The Cemetery Future Care Fund
is required by law and is in place to
ensure the future care of cemeteries
long after the cemeteries are no longer
operational.
The investment of all diocesan funds
is overseen by the Diocesan Finance
Council and managed by professional
investment managers. Investment
earnings are subject to, and impacted by,
market dynamics. The investment results
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were very strong for the year ended
June 30, 2011, with earnings of $5.9
million. While the investment results
were positive in 2012, they were much
lower than in 2011 totaling $1.2 million,
a reduction of $4.7 million. The lower
results for fiscal 2012 were driven solely
by market dynamics.
Insurance Fund Premiums
• As part of its overall risk-management
plan, and consistent with most large
dioceses in the country, the diocese is
self-insured to certain limits in its Insurance
Fund. The diocese manages all insurance
coverages for the parishes and schools
including: property; casualty; workmen’s
compensation; theft; unemployment; life;
auto; and health. Health includes medical,
dental, pharmacy and vision coverage. Due
to contract improvements and favorable
claims’ experience, premiums to parishes
and schools were reduced by approximately
8 percent in 2012, lowering insurance
premium revenue by $2.4 million.
Parish Assessments
• Assessment income increased in 2012
over 2011 by $986,000. Two-and-ahalf years ago, the Presbyteral Council
and Finance Council recommended
modifications in the assessment, resulting
in a more fair and equitable formula.
No change was made to the overall
assessment percentage but rather to
certain deductions that were no longer
deemed fair or productive. The fiscal
year ended 6/30/2012 was the first
year of the revised formula.
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
• On behalf of Bishop Conlon and the entire
diocesan staff, it is important to extend our
sincere appreciation to the many people

who contribute so generously to the Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). These
contributions are instrumental in funding the
ministerial work of our diocesan church. The
CMAA runs on a calendar year, whereas
the fiscal year of the diocese ends June 30.
The CMAA results for the fiscal year ended
6/30/12 were improved over the prior year
by approximately $200,000 net of rebates
to parishes. On page18 you will find a table
of expenditures of the various ministries for
the past two years that are made possible by
the CMAA.
CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES
Overall diocesan expenses for the year
ended June 30, 2012, were down almost
$4 million versus 2011 driven by lower
costs in the Insurance and Cemetery Funds.
Property, Health And
Other Insurance Claims
• Overall insurance costs and claims were
down almost 8 percent in 2012 versus
2011. As noted previously, the diocese
passed on the benefits of these favorable
results to the parishes and schools by
lowering premiums by $2.4 million.
The Insurance Fund consolidates on a
diocesan level all insurance programs
for the parishes, elementary schools and
diocesan agencies. This consolidation
of coverage creates efficiencies and
economies of scale that could not be
realized otherwise. The diocese manages
these costs very carefully and has been
fortunate to be able to reduce costs in
this area and pass the savings on to the
parishes, schools and other diocesan
agencies in 2012. It should be noted
that rates also were reduced for the
2012/2013 fiscal year with the hope
they will remain steady in 2013/2014.

Other Program Expenses:
Cemetery Future Care Expenses
• The diocese operates 21 cemeteries
throughout its seven counties, and
these activities are accounted for in the
Cemeteries Fund. State law requires
cemeteries to accrue the expense
and establish a fund for the future
maintenance and care of the cemeteries.
This fund must be sufficient to ensure
that the cemeteries will be maintained
into the future (150 years), well beyond
when they cease operations or their
land space is fully utilized. Each year,
the diocese provides for this cost by
setting aside a certain portion of the
fees received for burials. In 2011, as
reported last year, the diocese did an
evaluation of this overall liability. While
the estimate of the future care liability
was deemed reasonable, the interest
rate at which the related costs were
discounted to present value was deemed
by the diocese, its independent auditors
and the Diocesan Finance Council to
be somewhat optimistic. As such, the
diocese recorded a one-time charge of
approximately $2 million in 2011 so a
more conservative discount rate could be
used in the calculation going forward. For
2012, normal costs were incurred. The
one-time charge of $2 million in 2011
is the reason for the reduction in costs in
2012.
Catholic Ministries Expenses (CMAA)
• As previously stated, a listing of the
Catholic ministry expenses, which are
accounted for in the Operating Fund, are
detailed on page18. Ministry expenses
increased approximately $370,000 or
4.7 percent in 2012 due predominately
to an increase in seminarian education
costs, which increased from $706,000
in 2011 to $1,131,000 in 2012. With
the aging of our priests, this increase in
the number of seminarians is positive.
The funding is only possible because
of the generosity demonstrated by
parishioners across the diocese through
the CMAA. Christ is our Hope magazine
costs increased by $135,000 in 2012
due entirely to the timing of circulation
costs. The magazine is mailed monthly
to more than 160,000 homes in the
diocese. Other increases or decreases in
ministry expenses occur year-to-year due
to timing or program modifications.

Administrative Expenses
• Consolidated administrative expenses
increased approximately $240,000
from 2011 to 2012. The majority of
this increase was due to an accounting
adjustment in the deferred liability
for compensated absences (vacation
accrual). Otherwise, costs were stable
between the two years.
Other Expense Variances:
• All other expense categories were
relatively similar to the prior year. Diocesan
directors are doing all they can to keep
costs to a minimum. Other than two very
small deficits realized in the operating
and cemetery funds, all diocesan funds
operated with a surplus in 2012.
DIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL
Under the leadership of Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon, the diocese is fortunate to have
a very active and professional Finance
Council. The council is comprised of
19 members who meet quarterly as
a group and as often as monthly in
subcommittees to review all aspects
of diocesan accounting, finance, and
administration. The ex-officio members
of the council include Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon and Michael Bava, chief financial
officer for the diocese. Seventeen
accomplished professionals represent
parishes from across the diocese
including Michael Fenske, director at
Sikich, of St. Raymond Cathedral in
Joliet, who chairs the council; William
Cernugel, retired as chief financial officer
from Alberto-Culver Co., of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel Parish in Darien; Jean
Chick, partner in the accounting firm of
Deloitte & Touche, of Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish in Naperville; Keith Dobrolinsky,
vice president of Assurance Agency
Ltd., of St. Raphael Parish in Naperville;
Edward Dollinger, financial advisor at
Edward Jones Investments, of St. Paul
the Apostle Parish in Joliet; Wayne
Draudt, vice president of finance at
Lewis University, of St. Michael Parish in
Orland Park (Archdiocese of Chicago);
Peter Hurtado, president of Mastercraft
Products, of St. Mary Immaculate Parish
in Plainfield; John Janicik, partner in the
law firm of Mayer Brown LLP, of Notre
Dame Parish in Clarendon Hills; Mary
Ann McLean, deputy general counsel

for Schneider Electric, of Immaculate
Conception Parish in Elmhurst; Timothy
Nickels, managing partner in the law
firm of Swanson, Martin & Bell, of Notre
Dame Parish in Clarendon Hills; Brother
Leo Ryan, CSV, professor emeritus
of management and former dean of
the College of Commerce at DePaul
University; Michael Simmons, senior vice
president of Northern Trust Company, of
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Naperville;
Gregory Temple, senior vice president
of investments of the Catholic Order of
Foresters, of St. Margaret Mary Parish in
Naperville; William E. Weigel, partner in
the accounting firm of Selden Fox, Ltd.,
of St. Isaac Jogues Parish in Hinsdale;
and Thomas Wiffler, president of United
Healthcare, of St. Dominic Parish in
Bolingbrook. Father Thomas Paul, pastor
of Immaculate Conception Parish in
Elmhurst, and Father Gregory Rothfuchs,
pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish
in Joliet, represent the pastors of the
diocese on the council.
Comprehensive guidance is provided in
all important areas of the diocese through
the following committees: legal; audit
and budget; development; insurance;
investments and pensions; diocesan
property; parish capital projects; and
human resources. The diocese is indeed
fortunate to have the oversight and advice
of these engaged professionals.
DIOCESAN DEPOSIT AND
LOAN FUND:
Parish financing needs for
improvements, repairs and capital
projects are aided by loans from the
Diocesan Deposit and Loan Fund. The
fund functions as a central bank and is
comprised exclusively of parish deposits
and loans. Parishes may deposit or
withdraw their funds at any time. The
summary of parish deposits and loans for
the past ten years is shown on page 18.
For much of the last decade, loans by
the fund exceeded deposits necessitating
borrowing from third-party banks. Since
2010, the fund deposits have exceeded
the loan obligations resulting in excess
liquidity available for future loans. This
has reduced overall interest expense for
parishes resulting in a stronger fund with
more liquidity available to support future
parish needs.

Story by Michael Bava, chief financial officer for the Diocese of Joliet.

17

Summary of

Parish Deposits and Loans
Loans

(millions)

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

$57
$71
$70
$72
$71
$67
$59
$51
$46
$42

Deposits
(millions)

$49
$56
$62
$61
$52
$53
$52
$55
$49
$53

OTHER PROGRESS:
For the last several years, the staff of
the Diocesan Finance Office has been
reaching out to provide help, guidance and
assistance to parishes, schools and other
diocesan organizations and agencies. This
has included help with banking issues,
loans, financial questions, school record
keeping matters, payroll, audit questions,
insurance matters, report preparation
and a variety of other challenges that
the parishes periodically are confronted
with. Additionally, together with the
Diocesan Human Resources Office, the
Finance Office provides guidance and
help with employee benefit questions,
hiring and termination matters, and
policy and procedure interpretations and
clarifications. The Department of Buildings
and Properties has worked together with
parishes and their committees on capital
projects, including new churches or church
additions, school additions, roof and
parking lot repairs, and other major capital
projects. This includes assessment of
needs, review of contracts and plans, and
monitoring of project progress.
The Finance Office meets every several
months with the business managers
and accountants from parishes across
the diocese. The primary goals of these
meetings are to share best practices,
discuss common issues and challenges,
and provide diocesan guidance where
appropriate. Ideas and experiences are
shared and the Finance Office welcomes
these opportunities to meet with the
business managers. Through this unique
collaboration, a great deal of progress has
and continues to be made.
A key example of the benefits from
diocesan-wide collaboration is in the area
of standardizing financial systems at all
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parishes. There are now 120 parishes (of
123 planned implementations) that have
implemented the new standardized system.
This system is browser-based and costefficient and, importantly, creates consistent
reporting across the diocese. The diocese
has standardized the chart of accounts,
which greatly enhances the understanding,
interpretation and evaluation of financial
reports. More and more dioceses
across the country now are choosing to
standardize their financial systems, so the
Diocese of Joliet is perhaps ahead of the
pace in this regard. The Diocesan Finance
Office is grateful for the cooperation of
parish business managers in implementing
this important change and for the approval
of the pastors and parish finance councils.
Parish audits continue to be planned
on a bi-annual schedule. This process
is intended to review parish financial
records and systems of internal control.
With the distribution of these reports now
going to pastors, parish finance councils,
and business managers, transparency
is improved and opportunities for
improvements greatly enhanced.
Recently, the Finance and Buildings
and Grounds Offices have been working
together on the relocation of diocesan

operations to a new campus in Crest Hill.
A great deal of time, effort and cooperation
are required to bring the project to fruition.
On page 20 is an article that provides
details of this project and the divine
intervention that must have been at work to
make this possible.
We hope you found this report to be
informative. Please feel free to review the
full audit reports at www.dioceseofjoliet.
org. The diocese undergoes a complete
and thorough audit each year performed
by an independent public accounting
firm. Should you have any comments
or questions, please contact Michael
Bava, the Chief Financial Officer, at: The
Diocese of Joliet, 425 Summit St.,
Joliet, Illinois, 60435, or by e-mail at
mbava@dioceseofjoliet.org.
Finally, we wish to once again extend our
sincere appreciation to all members of our
diocese for your generous stewardship and
giving of your time, talents and treasures.
Your generosity and dedication form the
foundation of success for our parishes and
diocese and that is instrumental in helping
us carry out the mission of the Church.
On behalf of Bishop Conlon, our pastors
and our priests, please know we are most
grateful for all that you do.

Catholic Ministries • The Diocese of Joliet
Fiscal Year
Ended 6/30/2012
Campus Ministry
Catholic Charities
Catholic Schools Office
Catholic School (Strategic Study and Support)
Center for Family Ministry
Christ is our Hope Magazine
Continuing Education - Priests
Council of Catholic Women
Diaconate Office
Divine Worship Office
Environmental Matters
Hispanic Ministry
Hospital Chaplains
Life Office
Ministry Formation
Natural Family Planning
Peace and Social Justice
Diocesan Priest Support
Protecting God’s Children
Religious Education Office
Seminarian Education
St. John Retirement Home
Tribunal
Vicar for Priests and Religious
Vocations
Young Adult Ministry
Youth Ministry
Other

Fiscal Year
Ended 6/30/2011

Increase/
<Decrease>

$

102,629
1,125,000
743,806
51,894
227,581
785,713
93,322
25,617
195,759
134,631
27,657
334,753
183,742
146,144
150,080
13,989
553,609
370,253
72,221
305,235
1,131,332
131,123
577,503
142,312
186,002
95,299
287,771
1,756

$

95,480
1,200,000
656,184
409,902
224,414
651,866
39,043
30,320
146,089
120,219
29,106
355,055
155,917
168,067
126,526
14,315
522,053
538.095
30,401
302,890
706,088
137,308
583,617
73,502
179,674
89,896
239,423
2,483

$

7,149
(75,000)
87,622
(358,008)
3,167
133,847
54,279
(4,703
49,670
14,412
(1,449)
(20,302
27,825
(21,923
23,554
(326)
31,556
(167,842)
41,820
2,345
425,244
(6,185)
(6,114)
68,810
6,328
5,403
48,348
(727)

$

8,196,733

$

7,827,933

$

368,800

Diocese of Joliet • Income Statement by Fund
For the Year Ended June 30, 2012

Diocesan
Operating
Fund
Revenue
Appeal Fund Drive
Parish and Edu. Foundation Assessments
Other Contributions
Insurance Premiums and Recoveries
Fees, Sales and Services
Interest on Loans
Net Investments Earnings
Total Revenue
Expenses
Administrative Expenses
Catholic Ministries Expenses (see detail)
Other Program Expenses
Insurance Premiums and Claims
Building, Equipment, and Grounds
Donations, Fees and Assessments
Interest on Deposits and Loans
Total Expenses

Parish
Deposit &
Loan Fund

Diocesan
Cemeteries
Fund

$ 6,382,697
5,193,246
586,082
2,062,464
233,636
$ 14,458,125

$

1,884,715
262,350
$ 2,147,065

$

4,074,819
67,255
$ 4,142,074

$

27,021,675
431,365
$ 27,453,040

$

$ 3,310,296
8,196,733
1,886,962
5,595
385,272
1,265,838
$ 15,050,696

$

$

$

$

Fund Transfers

104,884
150,000
1,850,177
$ 2,105,061

579,015

Net Surplus/(DEFICIT)

$

(13,556)

599,988
2,480,170
829,946
245,243
$ 4,155,347

$

42,004

Diocesan
Insurance
Fund

269,723
358,145
25,608,870
$ 26,236,738

$

(13,273)

Special
Purpose
Restricted

$

$

$

Consolidated
Funds

$
$
543,541
(1,629,890)
(245,243)
213,482
757,023 $ (1,875,133) $

6,382,697
5,193,246
1,129,624
25,391,785
6,137,283
1,639,472
1,208,088
47,082,194

87,449 $ (819,390) $
(1,083,736)
(96,688)
234,625
(245,243)
322,074 $ (2,245,057) $

3,552,950
8,196,733
3,791,541
25,614,465
1,118,530
1,500,463
1,850,177
45,624,859

(241,892)

$ 1,216,302

Funds
Interfund
Eliminations

(369,924)

193,057 $

-

(32,801)
$ 1,424,534

Diocese of Joliet • Income Statement by Fund
For the Year Ended June 30, 2011

Diocesan
Operating
Fund

Parish
Deposit &
Loan Fund

Diocesan
Cemeteries
Fund

Diocesan
Insurance
Fund

Special
Purpose
Restricted

Revenue
Appeal Fund Drive
Parish and Edu. Foundation Assessments
Other Contributions
Insurance Premiums and Recoveries
Fees, Sales and Services
Interest on Loans
Net Investments Earnings
Total Revenue

$ 6,185,184
4,207,583
257,335
1,955,449
269,090
$ 12,874,641

$

2,254,319
321,236
$ 2,575,555

$

4,281,048
2,622,518
$ 6,903,566

$

29,455,076
609,902
$ 30,064,978

$

Expenses
Administrative Expenses
Catholic Ministries Expenses (see detail)
Other Program Expenses
Insurance Premiums and Claims
Building, Equipment and Grounds
Donations, Fees and Assessments
Interest on Deposits and Loans
Total Expenses

$ 3,006,768
7,827,933
1,983,408
394,946
1,157,731
$ 14,370,786

$

$

$

$

Fund Transfers
Net Surplus/(DEFICIT)

112,459
154,200
1,980,180
$ 2,246,839

426,843
$ (1,069,302)

648,266
4,320,089
787,267
365,713
$ 6,121,335

$

328,716

$

782,231

237,314
700,000
27,795,203
$ 28,732,517
$ 1,332,461

Funds
Interfund
Eliminations

Consolidated
Funds

$
$ 6,185,184
4,207,583
122,517
379,852
(1,691,185)
27,763,891
6,236,497
(365,713)
1,888,606
2,124,226
5,946,972
$ 2,246,743 $ (2,056,898) $ 52,608,585

$

71,954 $ (764,095) $ 3,312,666
7,827,933
(1,127,929)
6,029,768
27,795,203
(66,619)
1,115,594
298,553
1,456,284
(365,713)
1,980,180
370,507 $ (2,324,356) $ 49,517,628
(191,900)

$ 1,684,336 $

To find financial information online, visit www.dioceseofjoliet.org

(267,458)
-

(32,515)
$

3,058,442
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Divine Intervention at Work:
New Center for the Diocesan Staff

F

or several years, off the corner of Division Street on Weber Road in Crest Hill, sat a vacant,
partially developed shopping center. However, when Bishop R. Daniel Conlon saw the property,
he was able to envision something much more meaningful. He visualized a new diocesan
campus for the Diocese of Joliet’s Curia – a place where all diocesan ministries, administrative
offices and agencies could come together in our mission to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Shortly thereafter, in June 2012, the neveroccupied shopping center was purchased
by the diocese. The partially completed
shopping center was bank-owned, having
gone through foreclosure in previous years.
The complex consisted of three buildings – a
combined 41,753 square feet of space – five
outlots and nine additional acres available
for future expansion needs. The property’s
original fair market value at one time was
estimated to be more than $10 million
dollars; however, the diocese was able to
take advantage of the buyer’s market and
purchase the property at a very significant
discount. In addition to the buildout of three
existing buildings, the diocese will be adding
a new building of about 22,000 square feet
this summer to provide enough space to
accommodate the needs of the diocese. The
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estimated cost for the entire campus will
be approximately $12 million dollars. The
project will be almost entirely funded with
the proceeds from the sale of the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center and the eventual
sale of the existing Chancery and Tribunal
buildings.
“We don’t want nor need anything too
elaborate, just a solid building that can house
our ministries and operations and serve
Catholics in the best possible way across the
seven counties of the diocese – today and
into the future,” said Bishop Conlon.
The diocese’s new campus will be
known as the Blanchette Catholic Center,
a name recommended by the Presbyteral
Council. Bishop Romeo R. Blanchette, a
native of the diocese, served 13 years as
the diocese’s second bishop. While the

campus will be located in the city of Crest
Hill, the diocese continues on as it has for
more than 60 years. Bishop Conlon will
continue to occupy his seat as bishop at
the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet,
the spiritual center of the diocese.
The new center will allow the diocese
to begin consolidating operations
which are housed in multiple locations.
Currently, the ministry offices are located
at the Pastoral Center in Romeoville. The
Chancery building, which houses the
administrative offices, is located in Joliet.
The Tribunal Office, also in Joliet, will
be part of the consolidation effort. Once
completed, it is expected anywhere from
100-to-300 staff members and guests will
visit the campus daily.
Bishop Conlon stated: “By having all the

YOUR
offices in one location, the flow of work
and activities will be highly improved. The
communication and collaboration among
the diocesan staff will also be enhanced.
This is exciting news for the diocese.”
Catholic Charities will be the only
agency not initially moving to the
Blanchette Catholic Center. They will
remain on the east side of Joliet for a
period of time. Once additional funding is
available, the plan is to expand and move
Catholic Charities to the center as well.
“I am looking forward to seeing
everyone work together at one location
for the first time ever in our diocese,” said
Bishop Conlon.
The center will also include large
and flexible assembly areas with video
conferencing capability. “Our goal is to make
the Blanchette Catholic Center a warm and
inviting place for the clergy, religious and
laity of the diocese,” said Bishop Conlon.
The facility has been designed by STR
Partners in Chicago. “The buildings will
be very comfortable for the occupants,”
said Christopher Nye, diocesan director of
Building and Properties, who is managing
the project. “The buildings will be energy
efficient with automated lighting and
environmental controls, have secure
access, upgraded technology, full handicap
accessibility and plenty of parking. The
new buildings will also be more flexible
to accommodate the future needs of the
diocese. These buildings should have a life
expectancy of 75-100 years, assuming that
proper maintenance is completed.”
The buildout and new construction
should be finished late fall, 2013. The
diocese is grateful that Mayor Raymond
R. Soliman and City Administrator John
D. Tomasoski and their staffs have been
actively involved from the start to help
ensure that the project will be a success
for both Crest Hill and the diocese.
The purchase of the Blanchette Catholic
Center was made possible by the diocese’s
sale to Lewis University of the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center in Romeoville.
The 40-acre property has approximately
140,000 square feet of building space and
currently houses diocesan ministries. It
also includes meeting rooms, a cafeteria,
residential living space, a chapel and a gym.
The property is far more conducive as an
educational facility. Lewis University, with
their campus adjacent to the property, has
actually been renting space from the diocese

for several years as a way to meet their everexpanding classroom and office needs.
“With the proceeds generated from the
Pastoral Center sale, as well as those from
the eventual sale of the Chancery and
Tribunal, the diocese will be able to pay for
the acquisition, buildout and expansion
of the Crest Hill property – with only
minimal out-of-pocket cost,” said Mike
Bava, the diocese’s chief financial officer.
Both former Bishops Joseph L. Imesch and
J. Peter Sartain had commissioned studies to
determine the feasibility of consolidating all
diocesan offices at the Pastoral Center site,
but both studies deemed the plan impractical
and not cost effective. The funding for totally
new construction on the Pastoral Center
property was prohibitive and would not have
been possible without a capital campaign.
“At first, I did not think it was possible
for Bishop Conlon’s vision to come to
fruition with all the issues that needed to
be resolved almost simultaneously,” said
Bava. “So many variables had to come
together quickly in a favorable way for the
bishop’s vision to become a reality. But, a
well thought-out plan was put together
and things started to fall into place. Cost
estimates and project parameters had to
be quickly determined. An influential
commercial real estate executive, who is
a parishioner at a diocesan parish, came
forward and was instrumental in helping
negotiate the very favorable purchase
from the bank. The sales agreement with
Lewis University for the sale of the Pastoral
Center, which was needed to fund the
project, went smoothly and quickly.
“The diocese is most grateful to
Lewis University for their collaboration,
flexibility and good faith displayed,”
Bava continued. “A series of approval
processes then had to take place very

“We don’t want
nor need anything
too elaborate, just
a solid building
that can house our
ministries and serve
Catholics in the best
possible way,” said
Bishop Conlon.
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Feature Story
quickly involving the Diocesan Property
Committee, the Diocesan Finance Council
and the Diocesan College of Consultors
for the purchase of the new property
and sale of the Pastoral Center. Approval
from the Vatican in Rome also had to
be obtained for the sale of the Pastoral
Center. Everyone worked in a spirit of
cooperation and sensitivity to the tight
deadlines. The way everything fell into
place, I feel it was divine intervention at
work. For minimal out-of-pocket cost, the
diocese will have a new, efficient diocesan
campus to accommodate all central
ministries and operations for the first time
in Joliet Diocese history.”
Lewis University will use the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center to expand their
university campus by adding classrooms
and office space, and increase their student
housing. “We are very happy to have
sold the St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral
Center to Lewis University,” said Bishop
Conlon. “This will allow the property
to maintain its Catholic identity, which
is very important since it was originally
built and opened in 1964 as a Catholic
school seminary.” The seminary closed in
1979, and the diocesan ministries began
to relocate to this space where they have
remained ever since. The Pastoral Center
has also been used for workshops and
various religious classes.
Currently, the Chancery building on
Summit Street in Joliet houses the offices
of the bishop, the auxiliary bishop,
administrative staff and finance offices.
The Diocesan Tribunal is housed a block
away in a building on Bridge Street, which
has been owned by the diocese since 1949.
The Chancery building and the Tribunal
building will eventually be sold.
Bishop Conlon is planning to bless
the Blanchette Catholic Center at an
open house this coming fall. The date
for this event will be announced later.
In the meantime, Bishop Conlon asked
that “we please pray and thank God for
His blessings in making the Blanchette
Catholic Center possible.”
With joy and hope, we look forward
to continue the good work of our Lord at
our new diocesan campus for many years
to come.

Story by Jeff May of the Diocesan Finance Department.
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Catholic school children pose next to Bishop Conlon after the
Marian Mass of Consecration at the Cathedral recently.

Catholic Students Attend Mass of Marian
Consecration as Part of Marian Devotion Project
Catholic students across the diocese have been involved in the
Marian Devotion Project since the beginning of the school year last
fall, and the culminating event was a Mass of Marian Consecration
in mid February at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet, which
was celebrated by Bishop R. Daniel Conlon. Also in attendance
were Catholic school children and their parents.
“In an effort to introduce Marian devotions to our elementary
students, a group of our teachers developed a teachers manual
that contained lessons, activities and prayers for the diocesan-wide
15-week devotional project,” said Father John Belmonte, S.J.,
diocesan superintendent of Catholic Schools. “I’m pleased that the
National Catholic Educational Association will publish the manual
in the spring of 2013. Our teachers will be presenting this project
to Catholic school teachers and administrators at the upcoming
National Catholic Educational Association convention in Houston
in April. By showcasing this Marian devotional project to our peers
on a national level, we hope to promote Marian devotions in our
schools across the country.”
During the Mass, the following Marian consecration prayer
was recited: “Mary, my mother, today I give myself totally to you.
I give you my heart. Please set it on fire with love for Jesus. …
Please make of me, of all that I am and have, whatever most
pleases you. With you, O Immaculate Mother, I unite myself to
the perfect consecration of Jesus as He offers himself in the
Spirit to the Father for the life of the world. Amen.”

Gilligan criticized the limited nature of religious freedom
protections found in the legislation, noting the extremely limited
conscience protections for religious organizations and the total
lack of any such protections for individuals.
“We remain wary of government interference in the church’s
ministry and structure,” Gilligan said. “We heard promises two years
ago when civil unions were passed, and now Catholic Charities has
been kicked out of its mission of serving children in foster care.”
Proponents of civil unions legislation two years ago promised
during Senate floor debate that the social service mission of
churches and faith-based organizations would not be affected.
Within six months of civil unions becoming law, Catholic
Charities in Illinois was barred from contracting with the state
for foster care and adoption services for abandoned, neglected
and abused children because of its religious beliefs.
The next step in the process is for the state’s House of
Representatives consider the legislation, which, as of press
time, has not occurred yet. Gilligan called upon House
lawmakers to reject the measure.
“This legislation callously redefines a bedrock institution of
our society and deteriorates the free exercise of religion in our
state,” he said.
Julie Duffin

Catholic Conference of Illinois Opposes
Redefinition of Marriage Legislation
The organization representing the state’s Catholic bishops
recently decried the state Senate’s passage of redefinition of
marriage legislation, saying lawmakers are blatantly ignoring
the institution’s key role in the foundation of society.
The Senate passed Senate Bill 10 on a 34-21 vote. The
measure changes the current definition of marriage set in
state law from “between a man and a woman” to “between 2
persons.” Robert Gilligan, executive director of the Catholic
Conference of Illinois, said Senate Bill 10 tosses aside the
natural order of marriage as the complementary union of one
man and one woman as the foundation for the family.
“Marriage joins a man and a woman in love to meet one
another’s needs, to procreate and to raise children,” Gilligan
said. “This is the lifeblood of any human society. This legislation
tears at that definition with unknown consequences.”
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St. Raphael Catholic School students in Naperville recently spoke
with Commander Kevin Ford aboard the International Space
Station via a live video feed. During the half-hour conversation,
students were able to watch Ford float around a portion of the
space station as he answered their questions about living in space.
Ford had been on the station since October. Teacher Kathy Tierney
met Ford while vacationing in Indiana last year and asked him if he
could arrange this unique opportunity. Ford hopes to visit the school
when he returns to Earth. Many students from All Saints Academy
and Saints Peter and Paul were also in attendance.

Bishop Conlon Comments on Sex-Abuse Settlement
I came to the Diocese of Joliet 19 months ago with the same
excitement and optimism that any pastor has when he accepts
the care of a new flock. Unfortunately the dark cloud of the
history of child abuse in this diocese has imposed itself almost
every day. The abuse itself and the way it was handled in many
cases have created serious harm to the lives of individuals,
parish communities and the whole diocese.
Although I was not present during the unfolding of this
history, I feel a deep concern for the victims/survivors of
abuse and their families. Their pain does not go away with the
changing of bishops. I reiterate my willingness to meet with
them and the diocese’s readiness to provide counseling through
our Victims’ Assistance Coordinator.
This statement is provided today because the diocese’s
settlement agreement with plaintiff David Rudofski regarding
his allegation against Fr. James Burnett has become final. The
lawsuit was filed several years ago.
The settlement terms include a statement from me acknowledging
that allegations of child sexual abuse against Fr. Burnett made by
Mr. Rudofski, Mr. Dan Shanahan and a man who did not want his
name disclosed are considered substantiated. In addition, there is a
payment of financial compensation to Mr. Rudofski.
The settlement also includes compliance by the diocese with
a judge’s order lifting a protective order for specific pages of
the personnel files of 15 priest-offenders and other related
specified documents, allowing them to be released voluntarily
by the plaintiff. I hope that the conclusion of this case will bring
some measure of comfort and closure to Mr. Rudofski.
Even with the volume of material now available through the
release of these records, much of the content was previously
reported by the media. Nevertheless, I realize the details that may
be revealed are likely to open old wounds. I regret the pain that this
information will cause victims/survivors, since many of them will
vividly recall what they endured as if it happened yesterday.
The tragic history of child abuse in the Diocese of Joliet has
unfolded publicly over a long period. No human action, really,
can fix the past. My focus is on the future, trying to do everything
in my power to assure that the children of this diocese are safe.
A new, fulltime position of Director of Child and Youth
Protection was created a year ago, our diocesan policy on child
abuse and protection has been carefully updated, and we are
much more sensitive to boundary violations, that may stop short
of abuse, but can nevertheless raise serious concerns.
Allegations of abuse are taken seriously. All are reported to
civil authorities and followed up on internally. Those accused
credibly of criminal behavior are removed from public ministry
until the matter is resolved according to established procedure.
No cleric is returned to ministry if that procedure determines
that the allegation is substantiated. Our Review Board,
comprised mostly of lay professionals, is involved in every step.
With the conclusion of Mr. Rudofski’s case, the diocese is
updating its website list of priests who have substantiated allegations
of the sexual abuse of minors, or who have been credibly accused
but whose cases are still pending in the canonical process. No cleric
of the Diocese of Joliet with a credible or substantiated allegation of
sexual abuse of a minor is engaged in public ministry.
Dealing with the tragic history of child abuse is part of a pastor’s

ministry today. As pastor of the Diocese of Joliet, I pray every day
for those who have been abused and for those responsible for it. I
ask the Lord for healing for all His people who suffer for what has
happened in their midst. With God’s help, and the cooperation of
those who work with me, I will do my best to assure a better future.

University of St. Francis
Chooses New President
Arvid C. Johnson is the new
president at the University of St.
Francis in Joliet. He was recently
welcomed at the university at
a reception there. Johnson
will begin his tenure in June
after current President Michael
Vinciguerra retires on May 31.
Johnson, of Frankfort, is presently the dean of the Brennan
School of Business at Dominican University, where he
also is a tenured professor of management and has taught
undergraduate and graduate business courses.
Prior to beginning his career in higher education, Johnson was
a principal in a management consulting firm and worked with
companies ranging in size from startups to multi-million-dollar
business units of Fortune 500 companies to describe, account
for, explain and exploit the variability present in their manufacturing
and service processes. He also has more than 15 years of
engineering, manufacturing and senior management experience in
a variety of business environments, including Northrop Grumman
Corporation, Microwave Laboratories and Varian Associates. He
has numerous other accomplishments and board experiences.
Sister Dolores Zemont, O.S.F., president of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Mary Immaculate, extended a welcome to Johnson on
behalf of the founding and sponsoring congregation of the university.
“We look forward to working with you and promise you our
loving support,” she said after leading the room of more than
300 employees and friends in prayer.
Johnson is an active member of St. Mary Catholic Church in
Mokena and is a 4th degree Knight of Columbus, which is the
world’s largest Catholic fraternal service organization.
When introduced to the podium, Johnson approached with
an enthusiastic smile.
“I recognize and am humbled by the trust that you – the
sisters, trustees, faculty, staff, administrators, students, alumni
and members of the community – have placed in me to steward
your University of St. Francis,” he said. “While USF might mean
different things to each of you, in the heart we all share one
vision, and that is to transform students into leaders, inspired by
Franciscan values and traditions to serve and shape our world.”
Several students, employees, alumni, donors and friends of
the university watched from the crowd. One of them, donor John
Leach – for whom the university’s Cecily and John Leach College
of Nursing is named – is looking forward to Johnson’s leadership.
“I think he will be a great asset to this university,” said Leach.
The University of St. Francis in Joliet serves 3,400
students nationwide, offering undergraduate, graduate and
doctoral programs in arts and science, business, education,
nursing and health care and social work. For information, call
800.735.7500 or visit www.stfrancis.edu.
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