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Cuando pensamos en santos, a
menudo se nos viene a la mente las
imágenes de las estatuas en las Iglesias
o en las estampitas o los santos en
la gloria con aureolas y expresiones
tranquilas. Observándolos de esta
manera pueden parecer Cristianos de
otra clase, los cuales siempre brillan en
virtud – siempre humildes, concentrados
en la oración, pacientes y puros. Lo
peligroso de mirar a los santos de esta
manera, es que pueden parecer irreales,
fuera del contacto con la vida real, con
un nivel de santidad que parece fuera de
nuestro alcance.
Sin embargo, cuando leemos acerca
de la vida de los apóstoles, mártires u
otras personas sagradas, terminamos
por entender que fueron personas
como nosotros. A excepción de la
Santísima Virgen María, ellos, como
nosotros, tuvieron que pasar por el largo
y doloroso proceso de la conversión
dejándose morir para poder vivir en
Cristo. San Pablo es un clásico ejemplo
de cómo cambia la vida después de
encontrarse con el Señor.
Los santos provienen de todos los
ámbitos de la vida, todas las naciones,
todas las razas, de todos los colores.
Hay eruditos como Santo Tomas de
Aquino, hasta simples granjeros como
San Isidro. Existen hermanas religiosas
enclaustradas como Santa Teresa del
niño Jesús y pecadores reformados
como San Agustín. Hay pobres frailes
mendicantes y estadistas, esposos y
padres como Santo Tomas Moro. Hay
quienes provienen de África, como San
Carlos Lwanga, y quienes provienen de
América, como Santa Elizabeth Seton.
Algo que todos ellos comparten, es
que tomaron su vocación bautismal al
discipulado muy seriamente y con la
gracia de Dios, trataron de vivir con la
mayor fidelidad posible, en sus penas
y alegrías, en sus éxitos y fracasos.

Hasta cierto punto,
nuestra veneración
a los santos no es
tanto por ellos sino
por nosotros. Ellos
no necesitan nuestras
alabanzas, sin embargo
nosotros necesitamos
de sus oraciones
y de su ejemplo.
Necesitamos modelos,
personas como
nosotros. Necesitamos
ver que una verdadera
santidad es posible.

Jesús nos enseña a ser santos. Tal vez
podamos resumir las Bienaventuranzas
en dos puntos. Primero, debemos
desarrollar una actitud de humillación
y apertura a Dios a través de nuestras
oraciones y sacramentos. Es únicamente
de esta manera, que podemos recibir
la gracia que necesitamos para vivir
nuestra fe, en los compromisos de
nuestras vidas. En segundo lugar,
nuestra fe católica tiene que ser
puesta en práctica al llegar a los más
necesitados, los pobres, a los que no
tienen un hogar, a los entristecidos, los
solitarios y los perseguidos. Ya que las
bienaventuranzas nos recuerdan que una
vida cristiana, tal como la de Jesús, debe
ser basada en el servicio a otros.
Hasta cierto punto, nuestra veneración
a los santos no es tanto por ellos sino
por nosotros. Ellos no necesitan nuestras
alabanzas, sin embargo nosotros
necesitamos de sus oraciones y de
su ejemplo. Necesitamos modelos,
personas como nosotros. Necesitamos
ver que una verdadera santidad es
posible. Mientras que algunos santos
fueron llamados a realizar tareas
extraordinarias, la santidad, es a
menudo vivida realizando las tareas
ordinarias de la vida, pero haciéndolas
con extraordinario amor Cristiano,
paciencia, perseverancia y compromiso.
Ya sea como esposos, padres de familia
o personas solteras; adultos o niños;
maestros, empleados o empleadores;
sacerdotes, religiosos o laicos, todos
somos llamados a la santidad.
Aun no somos santos completamente.
Somos santos en progreso, un proceso
iniciado en el bautismo el cual no será
completo hasta que veamos a Dios
tal cual es. Hasta entonces, debemos
continuar corriendo la carrera y peleando
la gran pelea de la vida Cristiana. A
lo largo del camino, los santos están
con nosotros, para orar por nosotros,
animarnos e impulsarnos a la victoria,
para que algún día estemos en donde
ellos están.
Todos ustedes hombres y mujeres
sagrados, santos de Dios, oren por
nosotros.
Obispo Auxiliar
Joseph Siegel
Christo es nuestra
Esperanza
mayo 2013
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When it comes down
to it, our veneration
of the saints is not
so much for them
as for us. They don’t
need our praise, but we
need their prayers and
example. We need role
models, people like us.
We need to see that true
holiness is possible.

In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), Jesus
teaches us how to be saints. Perhaps
we can summarize the Beatitudes in two
points. First, that we must develop an
attitude of humility and openness to God
through our prayer and the sacraments. It
is only in this way that we can receive the
grace we need to live out the faith in the
commitments of our lives. Secondly, our
Catholic faith has to be put into practice
by reaching out to the needy, the poor, the
homeless, the sorrowing, the lonely and
the persecuted. For the Beatitudes remind
us that a Christian’s life, like that of Jesus,
must be grounded in service to others.
When it comes down to it, our
veneration of the saints is not so much
for them as for us. They don’t need our
praise, but we need their prayers and
example. We need role models, people
like us. We need to see that true holiness
is possible. While some saints were
called to perform extraordinary tasks,
holiness is more often lived in doing
the ordinary duties of life, but doing
them with extraordinary Christian love,
patience, perseverance and commitment.
Whether as spouses, parents, or single
people; adults or children; teachers
or parents; employees or employers;
priests, religious or laity – we all have
this same call to holiness.
We aren’t full-fledged saints yet. We are
saints-in-progress, a process initiated in
baptism which won’t be completed until
we see God as He is. Until then, we must
continue to run the race and fight the
good fight of the Christian life. Along the
way, the saints are with us, to pray for us,
encourage us and spur us to victory, so
that where they are we might be one day.
All you holy men and women, saints of
God, pray for us.

I

When we think of saints, we often call
to mind the images we see in statues
in churches or holy cards – the saints
in glory with halos and serene faces. In
this way, they can seem to be a different
class of Christians, who always shined
in virtue – always humble, always rapt
in prayer, always patient and pure. The
danger of viewing the saints this way
is that they can seem unreal to us, out
of touch with real life, whose level of
holiness appears beyond our reach.
But when we read about the lives
of the apostles, martyrs and other
holy persons, we come to realize that
they were people just like us. With the
exception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
they, like us, had to undergo the long
and often painful process of conversion,
dying to themselves in order to live for
Christ. St. Paul is a classic example of
one whose life changed dramatically after
encountering the Lord.
The saints come from every walk
of life, every nation, every race, every
color. There are scholars like St. Thomas
Aquinas and simple farmers like St.
Isidore. There are cloistered nuns like St.
Therese the Little Flower and reformed
sinners like St. Augustine. There are poor
begging friars like St. Francis of Assisi
and statesmen, husbands and fathers
like St. Thomas More. They come from
Africa, like St. Charles Lwanga, and from
America, like St. Elizabeth Seton.
What they all share is that they took
their baptismal call to discipleship
seriously and, with God’s grace, tried to
live it as faithfully as possible in their joys

and sorrows, successes and failures.
Like our Blessed Mother, they said
“yes” to God’s will for them and endured
whatever trials that were placed in their
paths through their faith in the power of
Christ’s cross and resurrection. Simply
put, saints are people, like ourselves,
who open themselves to God’s grace to
such an extent that they were able to do
ordinary things, in extraordinary ways.
Now, because of God’s grace and their
love and faith in Him, they have inherited
the promise of Eternal Life.
In baptism, we too were called to
holiness. Like the saints, we are to live
our faith concretely here and now. With
Mary and the saints, we are to say “yes”
to God and His will for our lives. Our
vocation, like theirs, is to integrate our
Christian commitment into the messiness
of everyday life where we live in an
imperfect world among imperfect people,
including ourselves. We are to stand as
lamps in a world all too full of darkness,
sin, and sorrow to reveal Christ’s love,
truth and forgiveness to a broken
world. We are to make all life’s journeys
Emmaus journeys, encountering the
Risen Lord in the paths of our lives and
helping others to meet Him as well.

I

I

n the month of May
during this Year of
Faith, we are invited to
reflect on our Blessed
Mother Mary and the
Communion of Saints as well as
our own call to holiness.

Como nuestra Santísima Madre, ellos
dieron un “si” a la voluntad que Dios
tenía para ellos y pudieron resistir
cualquier prueba que fue puesta en su
camino, a través de su fe, en el poder
de la cruz y resurrección de Cristo.
En otras palabras, un santo es alguien
como nosotros que se abre a sí mismo
a la gracia de Dios a tal punto que le
es posible hacer cosas ordinarias de
maneras extraordinarias. Ahora, por
la gracia de Dios, su amor y fe en él,
ellos han heredado la promesa de Vida
Eterna.
En el bautismo, nosotros también
fuimos llamados a la santidad. Como
los santos, debemos vivir nuestra fe
concreta aquí y ahora. Con María y los
santos, somos llamados a decir “si” a la
voluntad que Dios tiene para nosotros.
Nuestra vocación, como la de ellos,
es integrar nuestro compromiso con
el desorden de la vida cotidiana que
vivimos, en un mundo imperfecto entre
tanta gente imperfecta, incluyéndonos
nosotros mismos. Debemos pararnos
como lámparas en un mundo lleno de
oscuridad, pecados y tristezas para
revelar el amor, la verdad y el perdón
de Cristo en un mundo tan abatido.
Debemos hacer de cada jornada en
la vida como la jornada a Emaús,
encontrándonos con el Señor resucitado
en los caminos de nuestra vida y
ayudando a otros a encontrarlo también.
En las Bienaventuranzas (Mateo 5,1-12)
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n el mes de
mayo, durante
este Año de la Fe,
se nos invita a
reflexionar en
nuestra Santísima Madre María y
en la Comunión de los Santos,
al igual que en nuestro llamado
a la santidad.
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The Magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Joliet

Local News
Attending the recent Ethics and
Spirituality Day at Presence Saint
Joseph Medical Center in Joliet are
(left to right) Amy S. Martin, director,
Clinical Ethics, Presence Health;
Dougal Hewitt, chief mission officer,
Presence Health; Erica Laethem,
director, Clinical Ethics, Presence
Health; Sandra Bruce, president and
CEO, Presence Health; Sister Pat
Talone, RSM, vice president, Mission
Services, Catholic Health Association;
Rev. Thomas Nairn, OFM, senior
director, Ethics, Catholic Health
Association; Ed Hunter, regional vice
president, Mission, Presence Saint
Joseph Hospital – Elgin and Presence
Mercy Medical Center – Aurora; and
Rev. William Grogan, system director,
Clinical and Organizational Ethics,
Presence Health.

Presence Health Staff,
Physicians, Board Discuss
Ethical Implications in a
Changing Health Care
Environment
Ethics and Spirituality Day, which
provides an opportunity for Presence
Health leaders and caregivers to
come together for a day of meaningful
discussion about ethical complications on
care across several clinical areas, is in its
11th year now, and nearly 300 people
attended this year’s event, “Ethical
Practice in a Changing Health Care
Environment,” on March 5 at Presence
Saint Joseph Medical Center in Joliet.
Presence Health was created in
November 2011 with the merger of
Mokena-based Provena Health and

The Ignatian Volunteer Corps
Expands Within Joliet Diocese
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC)
provides retired and semi-retired
individuals, 50 years and older,
opportunities to serve others and
transform lives, matching the talents
of experienced volunteers with the
greatest social needs of our time.
IVC members commit to volunteering
two days per week, 10 months per
year (generally September-June) in
service to poor and disadvantaged
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Chicago-based Resurrection Health
Care.
“As people associated with Catholic
health care ministry, we have an
obligation to stay in the forefront of
scientific advances in medicine,” said
Father William Grogan, system director,
Clinical and Organizational Ethics for
Presence Health. “We must also balance
that with our moral and ethical tradition,
rooted in the Gospel and the social
teaching of the Church. The purpose of
our annual Ethics and Spirituality Day is
to help us achieve just that and to also
deepen understanding of our mission
and values in our day-to-day work,
especially in the area of ethics.”
Participants included Presence Health
board members, physicians, nurse
leaders, pastoral care staff, administrative
communities and are supported in their
work by a spiritual reflection program
rooted in the Jesuit Catholic tradition.
IVC Chicago is a vibrant, growing
program with 52 volunteers
currently serving at 39 schools and
organizations across the Chicagoland
region. IVC volunteers are in diverse
positions of service including tutoring/
mentoring at all levels of education,
working in food pantries, socialservice and immigration centers,
shelters, hospital and prison ministry,
and beyond. Currently, there are

leaders and Ethics Committee members.
Also attending were Mission Committee
members, risk management and quality
leaders, staff members from Catholic
hospitals (not affiliated with Presence
Health) and individuals involved in ethics
at local Catholic universities.
Attendees at the event explored ethical
implications of palliative care across an
Accountable Care Organization (ACO).
Palliative care is a medical specialty
that focuses on improving quality of life
and relieving suffering for patients with
serious illnesses. An ACO is a network
of physicians, hospitals and other health
care providers that shares responsibility
for providing care for an identified patient
population. The goal is to ensure that
patients get the right care at the right
time at the highest quality.
several opportunities opening in
the Joliet Diocese/DuPage County
region, including work in food
pantries, employment and adult ESL
training, shelter/transitional living, and
assistance to people living with mental
illness and developmental disabilities.
New and expanded service sites will
be available this fall.
To learn more, visit www.ivcusa.
org (click on “Chicago”). To attend an
information session in your area, contact
Jacqueline Fitzgerald, at 773.961.6206
or jfitzgerald@ivcusa.org.

Local news continued on page 22
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Catholic Life

at the University of St. Francis

A Healing Presence

L

ooking back, it seems fitting that Michael J.
Vinciguerra was installed as the eighth president of
the University of St. Francis in Joliet on St. Francis
Day, October 4, 2002. It’s fitting because, in an
interview with him, Vinciguerra made it clear that the
most important thing for him to leave as a legacy was reaffirming
and strengthening the university’s Catholic Franciscan identity.

W

hen Jesus saw the crowds
coming to him, He saw people
who were “sick.” He referred to
himself as a physician who has
come to heal. He did speak of
judgment, and He strongly condemned sin. But when
confronted with an individual sinner, His words and
actions conveyed mercy. He did not play the role of
the judge who has come to chastise the sinner.
It is difficult to find an occasion when Jesus criticized or
condemned an individual. He was critical of groups, such
as religious leaders who were righteous and who burdened
their followers. But when it came to an individual, whether
tax collector or prostitute, He did not harangue. He deeply
understood their situation and responded accordingly.
To Zacchaeus the tax collector who eagerly climbed a tree to
see him, He said, “Zacchaeus, come down ... Today salvation has
come to this house.” To the woman who was brought before him
as an adulterer, and whose accusers drifted away because of their
own guilt, He said, “Neither do I condemn you.”
Jesus showed little interest in belittling an individual by
moralizing or lecturing. He did not ask that they grovel, nor did He
rehearse their past. He only asked that they have sorrow for their
sins and then go forward in their lives, trusting in a merciful God.
Jesus acted as the father who raced to welcome his prodigal
son, not waiting for the son to come all the way to the father’s
house. The father had no need to hear the wayward son’s
anguished speech of self-recrimination. The father had no
punishing conditions for the son’s return. He offered loving
acceptance and an invitation to the feast.
It is not that Jesus exonerated people. Sin and guilt were
present. So were sorrow and regret. In the light of the reign of
God, our sins are exposed. But Jesus had no need to burden the
already burdened. He was treating the sickness that underlay the
deeds. He was healing the wound, the hurt, the brokenness that
led to self-centered and destructive behavior.
Jesus, the physician, healed the blind, the lame, the mute,
the possessed. The Gospels tell too many stories with too many
witnesses to deny He truly healed people. And He need not have
skirted the laws of matter. It is possible that Jesus, often with few
words and even fewer gestures, evoked the healing power that
resides in the depth of matter, demonstrating the potential of our

6
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graced world. Jesus’ presence and a person’s faith often were a
powerful combination resulting in “mighty deeds.”
Physical healings pointed to the presence of the reign of
God, the reign that was central to Jesus’ preaching. The deeper
healing of God’s presence mended hearts and spirits and made
them inwardly whole and free and available to God. Once I
met a man who was wheelchair-bound. People from his parish
regularly gathered around him to pray for his healing. He said,
“Father, they often pray like this, and I have been trying to tell
them, ‘I was healed a long time ago!’ ”
If Jesus was a healer, can we His Church be any less a healing
presence in the world? Kindness and compassion go a long way
in mending hearts and minds – and sometimes even bodies.
Simple accepting presence and a willingness to understand
people from their point of view can calm anxious lives and
lessen fear. Pope Francis is reminding the Church that Jesus
accompanied the poor and the lost. He loved them into health.
We can all find ourselves in that company. With faith in the
healing presence of Jesus, we are free to acknowledge the truth
of our lives and confess our sins. And we too can humbly ask to
be healed. “Go your way,” said Jesus. “Your faith has saved you.”

Story by Father John Welch, O. Carm., who resides in a Carmelite community in Joliet.

“I wanted to firmly plant the roots
of our Catholic Franciscan identity as
started and carried out throughout the
years so beautifully by our founding
congregation, the Sisters of St. Francis of
Mary Immaculate,” he said. “We’ve made
that mission more prominent in our plans
in determining what we do.”
He’s been consistent in that mindset
over the years – even since day one of his
arrival there.
“The most important thing I felt when
I got here was a need to strengthen our
Catholic Franciscan identity,” Vinciguerra
said. “That is our strength, our compass.
Through a series of strategic plans, we
have arrived to the point where it has
become the number-one overarching
strategic goal in our new five-year plan.
If we are not true to that, then I would
question our reason for existing, which
is to provide a faith-based, value-based
education for all of the people we serve,
not only in the classroom but our service
to the community, too. If we do not
provide that experience, we are not being
true to our promise.”
He said one of the happiest moments
during his tenure was during the
dedication of the statute of Mother Alfred
Moes, the founder of the university’s
congregation, in the roundabout in front
of the campus. Vinciguerra added that the
statute illustrated the importance of the
university’s founding congregation, which
symbolically strengthened its identity and

helps the school “in determining who we
serve, where we serve, and how we serve.
The recognition of the congregation’s
history and contributions to who we
are today assists us in imparting to our
students the meaning of and joy in
servant leadership.”
When he arrived on the campus as
president, Vinciguerra felt a sense of
instability. He felt the university needed
to create a better relationship with
its founding congregation, with local
neighbors, with the business community,
officials at county and state levels, and
with alumni.
So change was needed, and there has
been change. Over the years, enrollment
has grown. Last fall was the largest
undergraduate enrollment in the history
of St. Francis, he said. The residence halls’
population has also increased, going from
about 76-percent occupancy when he
arrived to about 95-96-percent occupancy
now, while adding about 30-40 more
rooms. During his time there, the entire
campus has been purchased. And, a
building of historical value and beauty,
the Motherhouse, has been preserved.
The alumni association went from zero
national chapters to 18. The budget has
been stabilized, despite the significant
number of bonds taken out to pay for the
purchase of the campus and to rebuild
and refurbish some structures on campus,
he said.
Building partnerships has been

important to him, too. The university
has a presence in downtown Joliet now.
For instance, it has brought its visual
arts program to the Rialto Square Theatre
building. It has also been important
to him that USF students offer their
services and talents to people who are less
privileged and those who are underserved
by having them work with youngsters on
the East side of Joliet. Vinciguerra hopes
the presence of the students there will
simultaneously help the city continue to
develop economically and to provide a
better quality of life.
Another example of encouraging
service is a graduate program for future
physician assistants and family nurse
practitioners in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, which Vinciguerra points out is
in an area of the country that probably
has the lowest level of medical care.
When he retires from the university, he
still will keep active, he said. He wants
to spend more time with his wife, who
has sacrificed a lot for him in his career,
he said, to give back to her what she has
given to him over the years. He also plans
to stay busy being involved in faith-based
educational projects and in areas devoted
to medical care and poverty-related
issues, such as food distribution.
In the end, something he said during
the interview sums up what he tried
to accomplish at the university: “We’re
Catholic not because we just say it” he said.
“We’re Catholic because we just do it.”

Story by Mary Ann Franson, a parishioner at St. Mary’
Storys Parish
by Carlos
in Mokena.
Briceño
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Catholic Charities

Feeding
Our
Hungry
Neighbors

O

n a cold and
sunny day on
the morning of
April 1, Sally
and her teenage
son, Richard, got up early
with a very important mission
to accomplish that day. The
kitchen cupboards in their
trailer home were nearly bare,
and they had heard that
Catholic Charities’ new
Mobile Food Pantry program
was coming to Hopkins Park
in Kankakee County. Without
a car, the pair readied
themselves for an hour-long
bike ride in 35-degree
weather.
To learn more about
Catholic Charities’
partnership with the
Northern Illinois Food Bank
or for information about
sponsoring a Mobile Food
Pantry stop, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.
org or call 815.723.3405.
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New Evangelization
shines before others as the Light of Christ.
• Evangelization by personal conversations
with people whereby we draw others into a
desire to have an encounter and ultimately
a relationship with Christ.

Q

How can we do evangelization by
personal conversations?

Sally and Richard weren’t sure if they’d
be able to fit all of the food in the baskets
of their bicycles, but they had no choice.
So, Sally pulled the sleeves of her coat
around her hands to protect them from
the cold as they started their journey.
They arrived at Sacred Heart Mission two
hours before the mobile food pantry began.
Despite arriving early, they were already
22nd in line when they registered. Hungry
residents of this rural area were gathering
quickly and eagerly – most with smiles on
their faces, happy to visit with neighbors and
friends. Sally and Richard were no exception
as they patiently waited for their turn.
As a resident of the Hopkins Park/
Pembroke area for the past 10 years, Sally
said that times are tough. She and her
husband are both unemployed. He suffers
from a variety of serious medical issues,
and she has been unable to find work
because the area has very few jobs and the
family doesn’t own a functioning vehicle.
Without a car, Sally said that it’s even
difficult to access food. The closest grocery
store is nearly 20 miles from her home.
Thankfully, Sally and Richard received a
large box, overflowing with healthy food to
fill their cupboards and provide many meals
over the coming weeks. They were even
given a ride home from a helpful volunteer
so they didn’t have to worry about the food
falling out of their bicycle baskets.
Many other area residents are in similar
situations to Sally’s family, living in a rural
area without jobs or transportation; it’s

difficult to meet even basic needs. Ninety
individuals registered and received food
boxes on the morning of April 1, and
many more had food delivered. Sister
Mary Beth from Sacred Heart Mission
reached out to dozens of homebound
individuals and created a network of
volunteers with pickup trucks to deliver
the food boxes to those unable to make it
to Sacred Heart that morning.
Catholic Charities has partnered with
the Northern Illinois Food Bank to
provide food distribution to under-served
areas where there is little access to food
assistance, including rural areas where
people may have to travel many miles to
access a food pantry. This is a “traveling
food pantry” that delivers nutritious food
directly to people in need. The truck
can hold up to 9,000 pounds of food
and delivers meat, fresh produce, bakery
goods and nutritious, non-perishable
food items at each stop.
At each Mobile Food Pantry visit,
volunteers unload and organize the food on
tables around the truck. After registering,
clients from the community walk around
the truck and select food that best meets
their family’s needs. This program provides
a dependable, efficient way to increase
protein and other nutritious foods into the
diets of low-income individuals needing
food assistance.
Catholic Charities has been renewing
lives and restoring hope in the Diocese of
Joliet for more than 50 years.
Story and photography by Maggie Snow

The New Evangelization
Made Easy

T
Q

hese days, Catholics, lay and clergy alike, are
being called to help those who have lost their
faith or never had faith to become committed
Christian/Catholics. Here are some simple steps
to make this happen:

Who makes the best evangelizer?
• People who are in love with God
and unashamedly make Jesus Lord of
their lives through loving obedience to
Jesus and His Word (Scripture), and in
unity with the Catholic Church, which,
though itself is made up of saints and
sinners, has been bringing the love,
mercy, Gospel, sacraments, Mass, truth
and Spirit of Jesus to the world since
Pentecost Sunday more than 2,000
years ago.

Q

What are three kinds of
evangelization?

• Evangelization by proclamation, such
as through preaching, letters, lectures,
teaching, writing books and blogs,
conducting Bible studies and other
ministries and posting videos.
• Evangelization by example, by
embracing as true all of the Gospels’
theological principles and incorporating
them into our everyday thoughts, words
and deeds, creating a life and lifestyle that

• By simply trying to love each person
who crosses our path in the process of
doing God’s will, we may naturally begin
to connect in a more personal way with
some of them.
• When our connections with people
result in conversations, and possibly
growing personal relationships, we
are careful not to push any agenda to
evangelize these people. Rather, our goal
is to simply be a good acquaintance or
friend and a good listener who is also
willing to share about him/herself as well.
• When we have such conversations,
we listen to the Spirit for opportunities to
give witness to our own faith, and then we
listen to the Spirit for what to say. When
an opportunity presents itself, we say
only what fits well with the context of our
conversation, such as saying something
as simple as: “Say, can I call you later. I’m
on my way to Mass right now?” or “Yes,
when my own son died, I turned to the
Lord, and He’s been there for me, getting
me through this ever since.”
• We do not have a step-by-step plan for
sharing our faith or for modeling Christian
behavior – although the Bible is a great
guide – but we do have a keen sense
of detecting authentic opportunities for
responding in a Christian way and sharing
our faith beliefs.
• What are authentic opportunities?
Anytime the Spirit signals us that this is
a good time to give witness to our faith,
because it will fit in with what the person
is saying or what we are talking about.
When the Spirit signals us, we will have
no doubt it is from Him because of the
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Spiritual Fitness

F r o m t h e 2 0 1 2 Va t i c a n d o c u m e n t ,

“ T h e N e w Ev a ng e l i z a ti o n fo r the Transmission of the Christian Fa it h ”
“In these times, people are yearning for a principle in life
that inspires hope, a hope which will permit them to look
to the future with eyes filled with faith and not the tears of
despair. As a Church, we have this principle and source of
hope – Jesus Christ, who was crucified and is risen, living
among us through His Spirit, who allows us to experience
God. Nevertheless, we oftentimes seem to be unable to
make this hope concrete, or ‘make it our own,’ or make it
a life-giving word for ourselves and the people.
“We have a clear watchword for the present and future
of pastoral activity: the New Evangelization, that is, a
new proclamation of the message of Jesus which brings
joy and liberation. This watchword nourishes the hope for
which we yearn, namely, the Church, born to evangelize,
discovers in contemplation the deep source of energy for
proclaiming the Gospel.
“ ‘We had courage in our God to declare to you the
Gospel of God in the face of great opposition’ (1 Thess
2:2). The New Evangelization compels us to witness to
the faith which oftentimes is like engaging in a battle or a
conflict. The New Evangelization increasingly strengthens
our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, since only
He is the surety for the future and the guarantor of a true
and lasting love.
“The New Evangelization means giving the reason
for our faith, communicating the Logos of hope to
a world which seeks salvation. People need hope
so they can really live the present moment. For this
reason, the Church is essentially missionary and offers
a Revelation of the face of God in Jesus Christ, who
assumed a human face and loved us to the end. The

deep peace we will feel.
• What does Scripture say about this
kind of evangelization? St. Paul says that
some people may reject our message
when we evangelize, but then again
some others may show an interest in
what we’re saying. If we say nothing, then
we’re guaranteed nothing will happen
(Romans 10:14-18). Jesus called His first
disciples “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18-22).
This means, like fishing, we hold out the
“bait” (our witness in words and action),
and if we do this enough times, with
enough people, the laws of probability
guarantee that we will have a number of
“bites,” which in turn may very well result
in a number of genuine conversions.
• What if they start to ask us questions?
Should we be coy and play “hard to get”?
On the contrary, we answer their questions
with the full truth as we know it, exactly
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words of eternal life, which have been given to us in our
encountering Jesus Christ, are destined for everyone and
each individual. Every person in our time, whether he is
aware of it or not, needs to hear this proclamation.
“The absence of this awareness is the cause of
loneliness and despair. Among the obstacles to a New
Evangelization is the lack of joy and hope which these
situations create and spread among people today.
Oftentimes, this lack of joy and hope is so strong as to
wear thin the very fabric of our Christian communities.
The New Evangelization is proposed in these places as
a remedy to bring joy and courage to life and become
an imperative invigorating our faith, as called for by Pope
Benedict XVI: ‘Intent on gathering the signs of the times
in the present of history, faith commits every one of us to
become a living sign of the presence of the Risen Lord in
the world. What the world is in particular need of today
is the credible witness of people enlightened in mind and
heart by the word of the Lord, and capable of opening
the hearts and minds of many to the desire for God and
for true life, life without end.’
“Therefore, we approach the New Evangelization with
enthusiasm. We learn the delightful and comforting joy of
evangelizing, even when it seems the proclamation of the
Gospel might be a sowing in tears (cf. Ps. 126:6). May
the world, which seeks answers to the great questions of
the meaning of life and truth, experience, with renewed
unexpectedness, the joy of meeting witnesses of the
Gospel who, through the simple and credible character
of their lives, demonstrate the transforming power of the
Christian faith.”

according to what their questions are asking,
no more, no less. At the same time, we try
to be brief, since we don’t want to drown
them in encyclopedic information that would
change our conversation into something like
a soapbox speech in Hyde Park.
• Suppose we feel unqualified to be an
evangelist? If we love God and want to
follow Him, but know that we are flawed
and incomplete, we have confidence and
evangelize anyway! We are all flawed,
one way or another, but we who love
Jesus must be doing something right or
we wouldn’t be so enthusiastic about our
relationship with Him and His Church.
It is that “something right” that we can
bring to the non-believer. Perhaps
other flawed people will help them get
the whole picture, or perhaps Jesus will
step in with His grace and His love and
finish the job for us. “I planted the seed,

Apollos watered it, but God made it
grow” (1 Corinthians 3:6).
• Finally, we may try to evangelize
some people with the above ideas with
textbook precision but still fail to move
some of their hearts toward Christ for
two possible reasons:
• We will always lose some even if we do
win some, because people have free wills.
• We may not realize that we have not
been treating them with unconditional
love, respect and kindness, which may
motivate some of them to disrespect
anything we have to say.
Story by Annette M. Nigro, who is a
parishioner from St. Paul the Apostle Parish,
Joliet, and was a rehabilitation chaplain at St.
Joseph’s Medical Center (Presence Health)
for 23 years. Currently, she is a Catholic/
Christian counselor in Crest Hill.

stories

Believing in the Resurrection

B

Before you read any further, go and get your Bible. First, read John 20:1-29. If
you don’t have a Bible, go out and buy one. It can be a small and inexpensive
one. You need God’s word at hand all the time. You need access to it to learn to
understand God’s mind and perspective in all our daily personal relationships and
activities. It is especially important during the time of major feasts because God
wants us to be able to see how each feast we celebrate has a very particular message for us.

The greatest feast we celebrate is Easter.
This is the celebration of God’s love for
us. He was treated as the worst of human
criminals and died a horrible death on
a cross in order that the debt of our sins
be paid and that we, because of His
sacrificial act of love, become genuinely
and truly sons and daughters of God. We
have royal status.
By His death on the cross He proved
His love for us and gave us the gift of
eternal life. Do you believe: 1) Who He
is and 2) Who you are? You are known
to Him, loved by Him, raised to a dignity
you could never attain by yourself and
given a future full of hope – because He
rose triumphant from the grave. You will
also if you put your faith in him and
follow Him. Do you believe that?
It is a decision of the will. By His grace
I decide to believe His word and what He
did for me on the cross. It is not a fairy

Sister Ann Shields is a renowned author
and a member of the Servants of God’s
Love. Questions can be addressed to Sister
Ann Shields, Renewal Ministries, 230 Collingwood, Suite 240, Ann Arbor, MI 48103

tale – not some symbolic story.
It is the most real action
ever done on this earth
– by God – for you and
me.
Look at the first 10
verses of chapter 20 in
the Gospel of John. The
most logical conclusion
Peter and John could have
gotten from the evidence
would have been that someone
stole Jesus’ body, but verse eight tells us
that John looked and believed. He made
a decision to believe God’s promises
and not to believe a possible conclusion
from the physical evidence. He didn’t
operate on the level of information from
His senses, but He chose to believe what
Jesus had promised them. Peter saw the
evidence of the missing body and all
Scripture says is that he and John went
back to their homes.
Don’t you wish you could have heard
their conversation as they returned
home: John believing that Jesus had
risen and Peter, uncertain, still sifting the
evidence in his mind? These two disciples
represent most of us. Put yourself for a
moment in their places. Which of the two
represents most the way you would have
reacted? What would you have done if
you had gone to the tomb that day?
In verses 11-18 we see the beauty of
a woman’s love for her Lord. She just
wanted to care for His body – to render
the last act of service she could do for
the one who had forgiven her so much;

the one she loved so much.
When a man asks her
why she is weeping, she
responds, “They have
taken away my Lord,
and I do not know
where they have laid
him.” Then wonder of
wonders, the stranger
says her name, and she
suddenly recognizes that
voice of love and mercy and
kindness. Jesus right then makes her
the first evangelist: “Go to my brethren
and say to them. ...” Mary does and tells
the disciples “I have seen the Lord. ...”
Faith leads to evangelization (announcing
the Good News).
Verses 19-24 tell the disciples’
experiences as the Lord appeared to
them and later the remarkable and
compassionate revelation to the doubting
Thomas. No matter how far we have
strayed or how little we believe, if we
come to Him asking for faith, He will
restore and heal and make well for the
glory of His Father.
To my regular readers, may the Easter
grace be one of deepening faith in Jesus,
our Lord, our Savior and our brother.
May your faith increase day-by-day. To
those who perhaps have picked up this
magazine for the first time, or for those
with little or no faith, may the abundant
life-giving grace of the Easter season,
which lasts until Pentecost, penetrate your
heart and give you a new hope in the
Lord. It is a hope that will not disappoint.
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Serving Others

Five Men to be Ordained to the Priesthood this Month
This month, on May 18, at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet, five men will be ordained
as priests in the Diocese of Joliet. They all heard the call from God, who beckoned them
into a life of priestly ministry and service to others, but their paths to becoming priests
were all different. Here are their stories.
Marek Herbut
Marek Herbut was born in Poland.
He first thought of the priesthood in
elementary school when some members
of his family told him that maybe he
would be a priest one day. He didn’t
start seriously considering that until he
was almost finished with high school.
He attended electrical school and then
worked as an electrician and driver
in Poland. But then the call to the
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priesthood kept beckoning him.
An influence on him was the example
of a priest who worked at his home
parish growing up.
“He was open to the people, and he
was with the people in different ways,”
Herbut said, “And the witness of [the fact
that] you can be a priest for everyone,
and you can help everybody.”
Reading the biographies of priests and
saints also influenced him, he said.
He finished his theological studies

at the University of Szczecin in 2009,
receiving a Master’s degree there. He also
decided to become a priest in the United
States – he spent time at the Divine
Mercy Polish Mission during the 20042005 academic year – and after a year
at the Sts. Cyril and Methodius Seminary
in Krakow, he was accepted into the Ss.
Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Orchard
Lake, Michigan, and later was accepted
into the Diocese of Joliet.
One of the biggest things he said he

learned while studying at the seminary
was that, through being humble, he can
help people get closer to God.
Once he becomes a priest, he said
he looks forward to putting into practice
what he has learned at the seminary,
such as showing others how to be close
to God and to live according to God’s
commandments.
“I hope I will be the kind of priest who
is open to everybody and who knows
how to cooperate with all parishioners
and to be a good leader in the parish for
all the people and to be the kind of priest
who lives according to the Gospel,”
Herbut said.

going to work,” he said. “You have to
completely trust in God.”
When he becomes ordained as a priest
this month, he said he looks forward to
saying the Mass.
“There is nothing more sublime on this
side of heaven than Mass,” he said.
He also looks forward to being the kind
of priest who is prayerful and humble
and available to the people in the parish.
Prayer is important to him, and he added
that a priest who was a big influence
on him, Father Paul Murray, would say,
“Keep praying. Never give up on prayer.
The first law of prayer, you pray. The
second law of prayer is you keep at it.”

John Lovitsch

David Mowry

For John Lovitsch, being a priest was
nothing new to him. He actually would
practice saying Mass in his basement
when he was a kid. He said he doesn’t
remember doing that, but his neighbors
have memories of that.
“Ever since I was very young, I knew
there was some sort of call there, even
though I ran away from it for a while,” he
said.
He went to business school at Indiana
University, but then ended up at Wheaton
College, an academically rigorous Christian
liberal arts college, because he wanted to
have a middle ground between attending
college and actually attending seminary.
“I was making incremental steps to
seminary,” he said.
He took Biblical courses at Wheaton
College, then he spent a weekend at St.
John Vianney College Seminary, and
once he was there, he knew the seminary
was for him.
He was a junior in college when he
was accepted as a seminarian with the
diocese, and what he learned during
his years in the seminary, which also
included studying at the Angelicum
University in Rome, was to throw himself
completely in God’s hands.
“If you hold anything back, it’s not

When David Mowry was a kid, he had his
whole life planned out. He knew which
high school he would attend. He knew
which college he was going to go to. He
was planning on meeting a nice Catholic
girl and getting married and being a
father. Life would be very happy is how
he envisioned all that.
“What I did for a job, I would figure
that out later,” he said.
He persisted with all those thoughts
through high school. But there had been
signs along the way of something else.
Something called the priesthood. For
instance, when he was in sixth grade,
the associate pastor at his home parish,
St. Petronille in Glen Ellyn, told him he
thought David would make for a good
priest one day. Then there was a visiting
priest who heard David, then in high
school, singing during the Mass while he
was being an altar server.
“Not only was I serving Mass, I was
singing in the church choir,”Mowry said.
“I knew all the harmony parts.”
After Mass, the priest came over to him
and the following conversation ensued:

Priest: “What’s your name?”
David: “My name is David.”
Priest: “Are you a parishioner here?”
Story by Carlos Briceño
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calling me to be a priest, and I know He
is going to be there for me,” he said.
“I’ve learned the hard way to trust Him.
I know that trust will only get deeper
and more profound as the years go by,
so another thing I look forward to in
the priesthood is the deepening of my
relationship with God.”
Marcin Michalak

David: “Yeah.”
Priest: “What grade are you in?”
David: “I’m in high school.”
Priest: “A guy your age, still serving
Mass, singing your heart out during the
Mass, don’t tell me you don’t have a
vocation to the priesthood.”
David said he became very flustered
after hearing this. And the thought of
becoming a priest persisted.
“This idea must have been coming
from the Holy Spirit because it wouldn’t
leave me alone,” Mowry said. “God
was knocking on the door of my heart,
demanding to be let in. I was pressed up
against it, trying to keep Him out. This
went on for a number of months, where
every so often I would have a very restless
night, wrestling with the idea of priesthood
and trying to convince myself that, no,
this wasn’t for me. At the same time I was
going to Mass and paying more attention
to what was going on in my faith life.”
He eventually went to Mundelein
Seminary as part of a Jeremiah Day
program, which gives men interested
in the priesthood an opportunity to tour
a seminary and talk to seminarians.
He said he was impressed by those he
met. He applied and then was accepted
into the Diocese of Joliet’s seminarian
program and entered in the fall of 2005.
“I haven’t looked back,” he said.
He said he looks forward to being
the “presence” of God for people once
he becomes a priest, and he also looks
forward to celebrating Mass.
“I can say at this point that God is
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Marcin Michalak was born in Poland and
was an only child. He came from a very
faith-filled family. He first thought about
the priesthood after spending a summer
working at a Catholic hospice in Germany
after his junior year in high school. He found
that he liked helping and serving others.
After attending Saint Stanislaus Kostka
Seminary High School in Plock, Poland,
he entered the seminary there and also
learned English at a seminary in Krakow.
He left Poland in 2010 and attended
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in
Orchard Lake, Michigan and then later
was accepted into the Diocese of Joliet
as a seminarian.
He said one of the biggest things he’s
learned at seminary was discovering the
faith in his own life.
“The development of the faith, I’m
making more of my faith personal and
discovering more about my faith,” he said.
His family was very surprised to learn
that he wanted to be a priest, but they were
supportive of him, he said.
“They said, ‘If you think it’s God’s call,
follow that.’ I know they are praying for
me,” he said, “and a lot of people in
Poland are praying for me. That is the
thing that helps me keep going.”
He said he looks forward to working
with kids in Catholic schools.
“It’s amazing how much those kids
appreciate when I show up at their
school,” he said. “It’s giving me a huge
hope for the future.”
Michael Pawlowicz
When Michael Pawlowicz was a child,
God was always a present reality. As
with many, that faded a bit through high
school. But when he was attending the
University of Illinois, he began attending
daily Mass, joined a Bible study and
started taking his faith life seriously again.
“The idea of priesthood came about

largely through the example of the really
good priests at the Newman Center [at the
University of Illinois],” he said. “This was
my freshman and sophomore year. When
I entered the seminary, it wasn’t so much
to say ‘I want to be a priest.’ I wanted an
opportunity to learn how to pray and to give
the Lord some space to work on me so
that I could listen to what He wanted of me.
Someone once told me that the seminary
is the place to discern your vocation. And
I was at a point where I wanted to discern
my vocation for real. “
He attended St. John Vianney College
Seminary in Minnesota and learned
to pray the Lectio Divina, which is a
slow, contemplative way of praying the
Scriptures. He also went to Mass every
day, spent mornings doing a Holy Hour in
front of the Blessed Sacrament at 6 a.m.
During all that, it gradually came to him that
he was being called to be a priest.
“For me, the sky never opened, and
I heard the voice of the Lord from the
heavens with a dove coming down,” he
said. “It was never like that. Rather, from the
depths, I found seeing myself as a priest. I
began to recognize in myself a desire for
this and being more and more conformed
to listening to the Lord and trying to do His
work. It became almost a co-natural thing
rather than an exterior thing to put on.“
He said one of the changes he went
through at the seminary was that he
learned, for the first time, what it was to
live not just for himself, but for others,
because “that’s where love is and the
meaning of our lives,” he said.
He also studied at the Pontifical North
American College in Rome. He said what
he looks forward to the most as a priest is
hearing confessions and saying Mass.
Now that his seminary education is
over, he reflected on the best advice he
received while attending the seminary.
“The best advice was this: try to take
it all in and don’t rush anything,” he said.
“I was told to receive that which the
formators were trying to give. On the one
hand, it’s very difficult. You feel like you’re
in an incubator because the process is
so long. When I look back, I realized how
quickly it went by. … But when you look
back, you say, ‘I couldn’t have put a better
program together.’ You see that all of
these things are aimed at a certain end.”
The end being to form holy priests, of
course.
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Feature Story

The Path
of the Saints:
Q and A with
Scott Hahn
What is your definition of a saint?
My definition of a saint is rooted in what God does to us by means
of the Holy Spirit through the sacraments when we are baptized.
We are given nothing less than divine life in addition to human life.
Beyond being a son or daughter of our natural parents, we become
a child of the most-high God. We come to share in Jesus’s own
divine sonship. That’s where becoming a saint begins and then the
trajectory is, of course, ordered to heaven, where a saint is a person
who dies in a state of grace in divine friendship and passes from
grace to glory and passes from this place to their eternal home.
As a loving father, God wants what is best for us. He wants us to
be saints, not spoiled brats. He wants sons and daughters who grow
up. And that’s what it means to become a saint. It means to accept
the gift of divine sonship of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit
who preserves that gift and then to take it all the way home to pass
from grace to glory and to enter into the full maturity that every
parent wants for their children. God the Father reproduces Christ
in us by the power of the Holy Spirit, and that’s what the Church is:
the family of God. It’s not just the place where you find the fullness
of faith; it’s where we find the fullness of life, a life that is divine.

How did Vatican II address wanting us to be saints?
It’s important during the Year of Faith to really orient ourselves
to Vatican II because the Year of Faith began on the 50th
anniversary of the first day of Vatican II. When we go back and
look carefully at the 16 documents of Vatican II, we discover
that there really is a kind of golden thread that runs throughout
all those documents, and that is the universal call to holiness.
This is not something new at one level because the Church
has always taught all of her members, the sons and daughters
of God, to become saints. To grow up, as it were. To become
holy. But in the years between Vatican I and Vatican II, there
were a number of theologians who debated the realism. [They

wondered:] “Is it realistic to expect Catholics
in the middle of the world to actually become
saints? Isn’t it more realistic to suppose that
only the consecrated, only the ordained, only the clergy
and the religious, can be expected to end their lives as saints?” A
small number, but there was a vocal minority of people who said
no, we can’t call ordinary lay people to become saints.
Of course, in between Vatican I in 1870 and Vatican II, which
began in 1962, we had the Little Flower [Saint Therese of Lisieux],
who showed us that the little way is open for all people: clergy,
religious, on the one side, but also lay people on the other. So if
we do little deeds with lots of love, the natural can be transformed
by the supernatural and make those who are out in the world true
contemplatives and mystics in the middle of the world. I think the
most important lesson that we can learn from all 16 documents of
Vatican II is the universal call to holiness, that each and every single
one of us is called to be a saint and nothing less. It is the ultimate
reason we were created. Striving to become a saint explains what
it is the church is teaching us, not in a novel way, but with a new
emphasis in the last 50 years. And so in the Year of Faith, we have to
stoke the flames of faith into a kind of fire of divine love and charity.
In that way, we will get home, and in the process we will feel at
home when we die and go through the Paschal Mystery of our own
death and resurrection. We will discover what true holiness is, and
that is the perfection of divine life and divine love.

What are some practical ways you suggest in order
for people to become saints one day?
This is where Catholic Christian realism has to steer a path
between the two extremes of excessive pessimism on the one hand
and excessive optimism on the other. I’m reminded of what Jesus
says in Matthew 19:26, “With men, this is impossible. With God,
all things are possible.” So, on the hand, becoming a saint is not
Interview by Carlos Briceño
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hard; on the other hand, it’s humanly impossible. We cannot do it
for God. We have to let God do it for us and in us and through us
for others. And that’s the only way. It really is not what we do for
God but what God does for us.
The sacraments are not rituals that we perform to manipulate
God. They really are what God does for us to make us what we
cannot make ourselves, and that is sons and daughters of the
Most High, to begin with, but then full-grown mature sons and
daughters that we call saints. I think it’s really important for us to
be honest. Somebody who looks in the mirror and says, “I have it
within myself to become a saint” is doubly dangerous – dangerous
to himself for the self delusion, but also dangerous to others, in
confusing them into thinking that this is something we can do on
our own. In the early Church, in the 4th and 5th centuries, there
was a heresy that was widespread. It was fostered by a monk named
Pelagius. It became known as the heresy of Pelagianism. Pelagius
taught that only a few people, the weak and the wayward, need the
special grace of the sacraments. But most of us, through strenuous
efforts and through human labor, can become saints on our own.
Saint Augustine becomes the “doctor of grace” precisely because he
shows us that the benefit of God’s mercy and the gift of divine grace
are indispensable in becoming saints for all of us, and these are not
things that we could simply conjure up on our own power.

What are helpful ways to be heading toward Christ?
Number one is the sacraments. When we go to Mass we always
hear the Word of God proclaimed and then we celebrate the
Eucharist. Even when the other sacraments are celebrated, there’s
always a combination of Word and sacrament. So when we hear
the word of God in the liturgy, we have to hear it as God’s word.
God is calling us to Himself. God is promising to do for us what
we can’t do for ourselves. God is calling us to trust Him and to
entrust ourselves to Him so when we hear the Word of God we’ve
got to really believe. We have got to trust. And then in the liturgy
we’re also going to celebrate the sacrament, you know, receive
the Holy Eucharist, and in the process we recognize that the
Eucharist is God reproducing in us Jesus Christ. And not just for a
few moments before we digest the Host, but for our lives, for our
entire lives, and so when we participate in the liturgy that is sort
of the point of entry into the whole process. The second thing, of
course, is a life of prayer. This is how we continue to live out the
liturgy, just as we inhale and exhale so as the Body of Christ we
inhale through the liturgy, and then we go out to accomplish the
mission of the New Evangelization.
So Christ’s mission is comparable to how the mystical Body
of Christ exhales. We breathe in the Spirit of God, and then we
share it, and not just in the clergy, who preach the homilies, or
the missionaries, who proclaim the Gospel, but all people who
are called to become saints so when we leave the Mass and go
out and live our lives, through prayer and through our work and
through our growing in virtue, we really bring Christ to other
people. In the process, we become saints. So, on the one hand,
the liturgy that consists of Word and sacrament, on the other
hand the Christian life, which consists of prayer, so we continue
growing in that life, and then we are also sharing that at home,
with our family, at the work place with our fellow workers, in
the neighborhood, wherever we find ourselves. This is why the
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New Evangelization is part and parcel of Vatican II because, if
we are called to be saints as we are, then you can’t become a
saint without participating in the life and mission of the Church,
which is sharing that with other people, as well.

Do you know someone who is striving to be a saint?
One man is in his 90’s. He’s a priest who is still active. He is one
who exemplifies the joy of the Lord. You never see him without
a smile. It’s not just temperament or personality. It is the life
of grace, the life of prayer. He’s been living the liturgy that he
celebrated for many, many years. I’m reminded of the passage
in the Scriptures, “The joy of the Lord is our strength.” And he
shows that the joy of the Lord is his strength. He encourages
others to enjoy the faith, to enjoy the life that we share as
Catholic Christians. I think you would be conscious of someone
who is on the path to sanctity because he would be the first to
say he is not a saint and that nobody is until they die. That we
all have this freedom that is being perfected. In heaven, we are
not less free, we are perfectly free so we are incapable of sinning.
but that’s not because we no longer have our freedom, but
because our freedom is now perfected.
And so he would remind us in his homilies and in his own
life and personal conversations that it is a struggle. It is a battle.
We have to begin again every single day and several times
throughout each day in our war against the world of the flesh
and the devil and our own selfishness. We have to constantly
come out of ourselves in a kind of personal exodus, and these
are the lessons I’ve learned from him and not just from his
beautiful homilies and our friendship and conversations, but
also by watching his life. I do want to get back to the point
that we’re all called to become saints, but none of us achieve
sainthood until we go through the hour of death – that final
test, where don’t just lose our life, but, in imitation of Christ, we
make a gift of love and give consent to God’s calling us home. So
we recognize that if our Father is in heaven, then we’re not home
yet, no matter where we are on earth.
And if God is our Father and we are His family, then the saints
who have made it home, who are in heaven, are in so many ways
more alive than we are, and they form what we read in Hebrews
12 “that great cloud of witnesses” who surround us. That crowd
is cheering us on. That cloud of witnesses are like our older
siblings, these brothers and sisters who have made it home, who
have not only given us an example of holiness through weakness,
showing us how God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness,
but they are there praying for us. They’re not just encouraging
us, they’re closer to us sometimes than we are to ourselves, and
especially when we pray to them do we discover the communion
of saints is something that is not just human and natural; it truly
is divine and supernatural. It is the greatest source of power that
is available to us. And it doesn’t just consist of those humans
who have run the race before us and have made it home. It also
consists of the holy angels, including our own guardian angels.
When we get to heaven, we’re going to discover that God
entrusted every single one of us with a guardian angel, and this is
like having a best friend who is smarter than any Einstein and more
powerful than any army and who is available to us 24/7. If we only
just turn to our guardian angel, we will discover the communion

of saints is what unites humans and angels in one divine family. It’s
a family that doesn’t just reach around the world as the Catholic
Church, but it stretches from earth to heaven. The saints who have
made it home are closer to us than even our family members and
friends because they don’t have to sleep. And they behold God
right now and their love for us has been perfected, and they have
been able to express that love by interceding on our behalf. And
especially when we ask them for prayer.

What are questions you have heard over the years
about saints?
The question I most commonly hear is how do I become a saint.
That was a question that was put to Saint Thomas Aquinas by a
woman, and his response was “just will it.” By that, of course, he
meant want it with all your heart and will it freely. Make it your
choice every day, every hour of the day, continuously return to that
one overarching priority, that one eternal commitment. Will it and
never stop willing it, and once you stop willing it, admit that, and
start willing it again. Get back up and begin it again and again.
I have a number of favorite saints, just like in a family you don’t
necessarily have a favorite sibling. All your older siblings are your
favorites, depending upon the time of day or whatever needs you
have or who you’re turning to or what you’re asking for. I love Saint
Paul. I’ve learned so much from him. Or Saint Thomas Aquinas
because I’m a professor of theology, and I recognize he’s a singular
gift to those who teach the Word of God who are professors of
theology. On the other hand, I also appreciate Saint Therese and
Saint Josemaria [Escriva, the founder of Opus De]. From them, I’ve
learned the path to sanctity is, as a friend of mine put it, “love in
the little things.” It’s not just writing epistles, like Paul did. It’s not
just writing massive tomes, like Thomas Aquinas. It isn’t going to
the furthest reaches of the earth like Saint Francis Xavier. It really is
performing little acts with lots of love, and then we discover in the
ordinary work extraordinary grace. And God achieves extraordinary
ends through ordinary means. By loving in the little things in family
life, especially, I find this is the path to become a saint for the vast
majority of God’s sons and daughters.

Do you have anything else to add?
After being a Catholic going on 27 years – I came into the Church
during the Easter vigil in 1986 in Milwaukee and my wife, Kimberly,
came in in 1990 in [the Diocese of] Joliet – I would say on the one
hand the Catholic faith is simply the most beautiful – it isn’t just true
– it’s beautiful, and it’s more beautiful than I realized when I came
into the Church back in 1986. I knew the truth was powerful and
beautiful. But it has proven to be far more powerful and beautiful
than I realized back then. I would also say, conversely, that becoming
a saint is more difficult than I realized back then. As I get older, I
become more aware of my weakness and more aware of my absolute
need for God’s strength, for God’s mercy, for His forgiveness – not
only to receive that from Him but to give that to others. This is nonoptional. This is an absolute necessity: to get more of the medicine of
God’s mercy because we’re not running a sprint. It’s not easy; in fact,
it’s humanely impossible. But with God all things are possible, so we
never have any reason for losing hope. But we never have any reason
for thinking that we can do it ourselves.

St. Josemaria Escriva / Bolando

St. Thomas Aquinas

St. Therese of Lisieux

Dr. Scott Hahn is a popular speaker,
teacher, and best-selling author. Hundreds of
his talks have been produced on audio and
videotapes by St. Joseph Communications.
He is a professor of theology and Scripture at
Franciscan University of Steubenville, where he
has taught since 1990, and is the founder and
director of the Saint Paul Center for Biblical
Theology. In 2005, he was appointed as the
Pope Benedict XVI Chair of Biblical Theology
and Liturgical Proclamation at St. Vincent
Seminary in Latrobe, Pa.
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Feature Story

What Does
It Take to
Become a
Saint?

N

ot too much. Just a
little bit. In fact, if
we try to be too
much, it might get
in the way. To be a
saint, we only need to be little
ones, little children, little children of
God. The process of growing in
holiness is a process of becoming
smaller, not larger. To be more
precise, it is a process of bringing
ourselves to Jesus, giving
ourselves to Jesus and not
becoming discouraged by our
weaknesses and failures. St.
Therese is the great teacher of this
little way of holiness. She taught
one of her novices this way:

“You make me think of a little child
that is learning to stand but does not yet
know how to walk. In his desire to reach
the top of the stairs to find his mother, he
lifts his little foot to climb the first step. It
is all in vain, and at each renewed effort
he falls. Well, be like that little child.
Always keep lifting your foot to climb the
ladder of holiness, and do not imagine
that you can mount even the first step. All
God asks of you is good will. From the
top of the ladder He looks lovingly upon
you, and soon, touched by your fruitless
efforts, He will Himself come down, and,
taking you in His arms, will carry you to
His Kingdom never again to leave Him.
But should you cease to raise your foot,
you will be left for long on the earth.”
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Saint Thérèse of Lisieux,
the “Little Flower of Jesus.”

Simply said, to be holy is to make an
effort to go to God, but above all to let
Him come down to us, to let Him love us.
Ordinarily, we only allow God to love the
parts of us that we deem to be lovable. We
might find our physical appearance to be
lovable, or our academic successes to be
lovable, or our good deeds to be lovable.
We like to show these things to God, and
we have a feeling that He is interested in
seeing all of that. We might even be able
to imagine that He tells us He is proud of
us and He congratulates us and thanks us.
And, in fact, that is all very true. He does
love our strengths and letting Him love us
in our strengths is a first step. This is not
an automatic step, to be sure – sometimes
we even deprive ourselves of this first step

– but usually our strengths give us one
step of confidence in believing that we are
lovable and loved by God in particular.
More often, though, we falter on the
path of holiness because we do not receive
the love God has for us in our weakness,
our poverty, our failures, our littleness.
Think again of that image of the little
child trying to climb the stairs. When
we fail to reach the first step, we fall into
discouragement and quit trying. In the
areas of our lives where we fail again
and again, where we feel incapable and
inadequate, we are afraid that God does
not love us. We are afraid that He ignores
us, or even worse, that He looks on us
with scorn or disgust. After all, we tend to
look on ourselves and on others that way

when we encounter weakness and failure.
Our feeling of being unlovable and
scorned might be reinforced by the fact
that, as St. Therese described, it seems
God lets us sit in our failure. He does not
come and fix it. We keep trying, and we
keep failing, and God only looks on. There
are two important points to draw here
from St. Therese. One is that He looks on
our efforts with love. This means that we
can receive encouragement if we look to
Him, look up at His Face when we are in
the midst of our weakness and failures,
even our sins. We will always find a gaze of
love. Think of the gaze that Peter received
from God. Think of the gaze with which
Jesus looked on the rich young man. He
looked with a gaze of love. Whenever we
fail, we are tempted to put our head down,
to hide ourselves, even from God, just like
Adam did. But St. Therese teaches us to
look up – to see how He loves our efforts.
God does not ask us to be successful, but
to be faithful, as Blessed Mother Teresa
said. God is so pleased that we are trying,
and when we look up to His Face, we will
always find a smile.
The second point with which St.
Therese encourages us is that God,
touched by our efforts, comes down
soon to gather us in His Arms and take
us to His Kingdom. God is coming soon.
Sometimes we can get so discouraged,
so overwhelmed by our weaknesses and
failed efforts, that we fear that this will
last forever. But, it will not last forever.
God is touched by our efforts and He is
coming soon to gather us into His arms.
This is our hope, and this hope gives us
courage to keep trying. Maybe this time
will be the time that He comes.

“From the top of
the ladder He looks
lovingly upon you,
and soon, touched by
your fruitless efforts, He
will Himself come down,
and, taking you in His
Arms, will carry you
to His Kingdom never
again to leave Him.”

Our new Holy Father, Pope Francis,
taught us a very similar lesson about
becoming saints in his General Audience
on April 10. He said, “Only by behaving
as children of God, without becoming
discouraged by our falls and our sins, and
in feeling loved by Him, will our lives be
new, animated by serenity and joy. God is
our strength! God is our hope!”
Pope Francis clarified one important
point that St. Therese made. St. Therese
spoke about continuing to climb the
stairs. What does that consist of exactly?
It consists in trying to behave as children
of God, in trying to be good. Children of
God try to be good. We can turn briefly
to St. Bernard’s Twelve Steps of Humility
and Pride to understand better how this
progression takes place. He identifies a
three-part movement: humility, mercy
and contemplation. The first step is what
we have been reflecting on, the step of
humility. Humility consists in learning to
be like little children, in letting ourselves
be loved by God, especially in our
weaknesses, of learning to look up to see
His love when we have fallen, of learning
to hope that He will come soon.
The next step is mercy. Mercy comes
naturally after humility. We learn mercy
by learning humility. When we learn
how God loves us in our weakness – for
instance, when we learn His mercy – then
we can understand better how to extend
that mercy to others. We can imagine how
the mercy received by the Prodigal Son,
when he had the courage to come home
humbly to the Father, could tenderize
his heart and make him very merciful
towards others.
The final step of our transformation is
contemplation. Contemplation is a vision
of God or a union with God; we come to
see God as He is. This is another way of
saying that we become a saint, because
we become one with God, we become
like God, when we see Him as He is. To
return to the image of St. Therese, we
first grow in humility, letting ourselves
be loved in our weakness. Then we make
efforts of mercy, trying to climb the stairs
to Jesus. In our failures, we look up to see
the loving Face of Jesus encouraging us.
Finally, we rest in contemplative repose
in His Arms as He comes down to gather
us up and unite us forever with Himself.
This is the little way to become a saint.

Study:
Vatican II Document
and Catechism
Passage
• Vatican II Constitution: Lumen
Gentium (The Church), Ch.
3-4; The Hierarchal Church and
the Laity
• Additional Vatican III
Document: Inter Mirifica (Social
Communications)
• CCC #946-975:
Communion of Saints
• CCC #1691-1876:
Dignity of the Person

Prayer:
Apostles’ Creed and
Nicene Creed
• Prayer with Mary and the Saints
• Luke 1:26-56
• Matt. 21:28-32

Action:
Examples and possible
activities
• Pray the Rosary (or at least one
decade) each Sunday
• Participate in a May Crowning
ceremony at your parish or home
• Visit a nursing home
•W
 rite a note to a saintly person you
know who has inspired your faith
• Imitate the saints in your actions
and words through social media

Story by Father Boniface Hicks,
a Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey
in Latrobe, Pa.
He is a program
manager and
host for “We Are
One Body” radio
network, which
records podcasts
of Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon’s thoughts
every week.
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Promise of the Father:
Baptized with the Holy Spirit

J

esus is Lord! Peter on Pentecost, which occurs
this month on May 19, proclaims Jesus “both
Lord and Messiah” (Acts 2:36). The listening crowd
was “cut to the heart.” Those folks immediately
asked: What are we to do?

The Church continuously proclaims
the risen Christ as Lord. Yet as these
words reach our ears this Easter
season, do we wonder: is Christ Lord of
my life? Are we each stating that He is
the one whom we seek, the one whose
love compels us? Is Christ the King of
my heart?
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Many years ago, two women rang my
doorbell one afternoon, asking if they
could lay their hands on me to pray for
healing of chronic lower back pain. As a
regular churchgoer and cradle Catholic,
I had never heard that ordinary lay
people could pray in this manner and
anticipate God’s healing action.

Being cautious, yet knowing the
individuals to be Catholics, I invited
them inside. On that afternoon, as
their hands rested on me in prayer, a
powerful tingling sensation traveled
through my body. It prompted a fervent,
unspoken request of God who seemed
suddenly real and present. That request
was granted. I further realized that my
faith felt too weak to believe that God
could heal me or anyone else.
An unexpected hunger for the spiritual
flowed from that experience. I began
to read Gospel accounts of Christ’s
healing miracles. This attraction to
Scripture was something new: a display
Bible at home – an ornamental, family
edition – perpetually sat unopened.
After moving to a new community, I
began meeting parishioners who were
members of a prayer group. The attraction
to prayer – first, to daily personal prayer,
and then to fellowship with others seeking
prayer – was also something new.
Through one of these individuals, I
learned of meetings called a Life in the
Spirit seminar. Though I knew nothing
of the purpose of these sessions, I felt
compelled to participate. This strong
desire was a prompting of the Holy Spirit,
albeit given to a person who had no idea
at the time what that meant or felt like.
Thanks be to God for the ways He
pursues us, woos us, waits for us.
At one of the last meetings in the
Life in the Spirit seminar, a group of
individuals prayed with each participant
by placing their hands on each of
us, one by one. They prayed that we
would experience baptism in the Holy
Spirit, a powerful grace. From that
grace, we were told, would flow the
release of charisms as listed by St.
Paul in 1 Corinthians 12: 8-10. These
spiritual gifts are: words of knowledge
and wisdom; faith; healing; miracles;
prophecy; discernment of spirits;
tongues; and interpretation of tongues.
Nothing remarkable seemed to happen
to me at that moment. It was some
time afterward that I noticed talking to
others about “the Lord.” Two things to
note: I had never spoken about Christ in
personal conversations before, especially
as a living reality in my life. And for the
first time I was referring to Him as Lord.
What treasures have since come into
my life! These include new friendships

... This is my first meeting with you, Catholic
charismatics ... I have always belonged to this renewal
in the Holy Spirit ... I am convinced that this movement is a
sign of His action. The world is much in need of this action of
the Holy Spirit, and it needs many instruments for this action
... Through this action, the Holy Spirit comes to the human
spirit, and from this moment we begin to live again, to find our
very selves, to find our identity, our total humanity.
Consequently, I am convinced that this movement is a very
important component in the total renewal of the church, in
this spiritual renewal of the church.”
- Blessed Pope John Paul II during an audience with the Council Members of the International Charismatic
Renewal Office in 1979

as brothers and sisters in Christ
and fellowship based on the shared
conviction that our Lord is the lord
of all. A continued desire for learning
and spiritual growth brought a broader
understanding of baptism in the Spirit
as a grace at the heart of Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, which is an
international movement in the Church
that arose after the Second Vatican
Council. Its beginning is generally
considered to be February 1967
during a retreat weekend for some
students and professors of Pittsburgh’s
Duquesne University. They reported a
powerful, sovereign experience of God’s
presence and love that soon spread
elsewhere through their accounts.
Today, 46 years after this surprising
action of the Holy Spirit, what can be
said? A Doctrinal Commission of the
International Catholic Charismatic

“This strong desire
was a prompting
of the Holy Spirit,
albeit given to a
person who had no
idea at the time what
that meant or felt
like ... Thanks be to
God for the ways He
pursues us, woos us,
waits for us.”

Renewal Services recently completed a
theological reflection on the meaning of
the baptism in the Spirit with guidelines
for receiving and living this grace. The
international group of Catholic hierarchy,
clergy, theologians, Scripture scholars
and laity published their work in 2012
as a text titled Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The document states: “Baptism in the
Spirit is a discovery of the Holy Spirit’s
power to lead us to deeper conversion
and holiness of life.” This experience
has occurred in various contexts and
diverse ways. “People are part of the
Renewal first because they have been
baptized in the Spirit, and subsequently
because they affirm this grace and seek
to be faithful to it within the Church.”
Catholic Charismatic Renewal has
never had one identifiable leader
or card-carrying members. Those
who experience baptism in the Spirit
sometimes form or attend charismatic
prayer groups where the spiritual gifts
are anticipated. Conferences, programs
and Life in the Spirit seminars are offered
to promote ongoing growth in the Spirit.
Three popes – Paul VI, John Paul
II and Benedict XVI – have spoken or
written about baptism in the Spirit or
the Charismatic Renewal movement. A
2006 book by then-Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger (now Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI), “New Outpourings of the Holy
Spirit,” tells of him coming into contact
with Charismatic Renewal while still a
professor in Germany. “I had the joy
and grace…of seeing young Christians
touched by the power of the Holy Spirit,
of seeing that in a troublesome time
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Charismatic Renewal

for the Church…the Holy Spirit was
creating a new springtime and that
the joy of being Christian was being
reawakened ... For me this was truly
encouraging ...”
The Vatican office of International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services
is geographically located at the heart of
the Church. A great Italian teacher on
renewal, Franciscan Capuchin Father
Raniero Cantalamessa, is the preacher
to the papal household, who has served
John Paul II and Benedict XVI. He
has spoken of his own experience
of baptism in the Spirit during a
charismatic prayer meeting in the United
States while then a professor at the
University of Milan.
Baptism in the Spirit is associated with
the experience of the first Pentecost.
States the Doctrinal Commission
document: “Baptism in the Spirit brings
a sense of close affinity with the early
Christians….Although the noun phrase:
‘baptism in the Spirit’ does not appear in
Scripture, it is adapted from the verbal
phrase ‘baptize in the Holy Spirit’ which
occurs six times in Scripture.”
On Pentecost day, Peter spoke
boldly of Christ in a language all could
understand. Those in the upper room
– 120 men and women – appeared so
euphoric that onlookers suspected them
of imbibing. Cantalamessa terms this a
“sober intoxication of the Spirit.”
Those touched by the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal movement,
together with the universal Church, ask
for a continued outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. In the words of Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI: “Let us ask the Virgin
Mary to obtain a renewed Pentecost for
the Church again today, a Pentecost that
will spread in everyone the joy of living
and witnessing to the Gospel.”
May many hearts open to seek the
grace of baptism in the Spirit.
Story by Marilyn Korpalski, who
serves St. Petronille Parish, Glen Ellyn,
as a lector. She is a member of the
Diocese of Joliet advisory committee for
Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

Find online resources on Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Diocese of Joliet at www.catholiccr.org
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Last Word

Things to Do

Some Words of Wisdom from

Priest Ordination to be Held in Mid-May

Pope Francis

On May 18, at 10 a.m., five seminarians from the
diocese will be ordained to the priesthood, and
a transitional deacon ordination will also be held
at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet. All are
welcome to attend.

P

Infertility Support Group for
Catholic Women Meets in Naperville
The Following Hannah Support Group is for Catholic
women experiencing difficulty beginning their families
due to infertility. It offers a loving, safe place to share
and pray together with other Catholic women who
are committed to following the Catholic Church’s
teachings on reproductive technology. Discussion
topics include: Experiencing denial; coping with
sadness; accepting the cross; seeking joy; finding
meaning in suffering; discerning treatment; and
considering adoption. The group meets on the first
Saturday of each month, from 9-10:30 a.m., in the
St. Paul Center at Sts. Peter and Paul in Naperville,
located at the corner of Benton and Brainard Streets.
For more info or to RSVP, contact Mary Beth at
mbrummond@sspeterandpaul.net.

St. Joseph Museum in Joliet
to Hold Open Houses
St. Joseph Parish Museum in Joliet, The Ancel
Center, will have an open house on the following
Sundays: May 5, June 2, Sept. 1, Oct. 6 and Nov.
3, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the former St.
Joseph grade school building for all parishioners
and friends. Exhibits feature more than 120 years
of parish and school activities, history, photos, and
memorabilia. All are welcome.

Youth Leadership Conference
to be Held in June
A spirit-filled event for incoming freshman to
outgoing seniors will be held at Lewis University
in Romeoville from June 28 until June 30. This
year’s theme is “Be Courageous.” Youths will be
challenged to live out their faith as leaders. The
fee is $180. There will be keynote presentations,
witness talks, workshops and grade-level
breakouts, along with Mass and reconciliation. For
more information, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
ym/ylc.asp. Or contact your parish to register. (The
deadline to register is June 12.)

22

Christ is our Hope / May 2013 / Dioceseofjoliet.org

S T O R I E S

Priests and deacons walked down the center aisle at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond in late March as they gathered for
the Chrism Mass. Bishop R. Daniel Conlon blessed the oil of
catechumens, the oil of the sick and the oil of chrism. The Mass
also acknowledged the ministry of priests as they renewed
their commitment of service and received prayers and support
from those attending the Mass.

Father Garbin Dies
Father Raymond P. Garbin died on March 28. He was 76.
He was born on March 1, 1937, in Joliet to Peter Garbin and
Mary Toigo Garbin and was baptized on April 11, 1937, at St.
Anthony Church in Joliet. He attended Washington Elementary
School in Joliet and Joliet Catholic High School, then entered
St. Procopius College in Lisle,
Having completed studies for the priesthood at St. Mary Seminary
in Baltimore, he was ordained on May 25, 1963, at the Cathedral
of St. Raymond in Joliet by Bishop Raymond Lane, MM.
Father Garbin’s first assignment was to St. Pius X Parish in
Lombard, Subsequent assignments included St. Joseph Parish
in Lockport (1966) and St. Mary Magdalene Parish in Joliet
(1969). On June 15, 1973, he was named pastor of St. Joseph
Parish in Joliet. Two years later, Father Garbin served as parochial
vicar at St. Dennis in Lockport (1975). He was named pastor of
St. Bernard Parish in Joliet (1978) and then of St. Philip Parish
in Addison (1987). His final assignment was as parochial vicar
of Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst (1999), where he
later assumed the status of Senior Priest (2012).
In addition to his parochial assignments. Father Garbin was
appointed as spiritual director for the Council of Catholic Women
in Will and Grundy Counties on July 24, 1970. On October 18,
1985, he was named dean of the East Will Deanery.

ope Francis has not been a pope for very long, but
already he has said some inspiring and beautiful
words. We have gathered several of them here with
the hopes that they will help you understand him more
and the Gospel messages that he is proclaiming.

“Dear brothers and sisters, let us not
be closed to the newness that God wants
to bring into our lives! Are we often weary,
disheartened and sad? Do we feel weighed
down by our sins? Do we think that we won’t
be able to cope? Let us not close our hearts,
let us not lose confidence, let us never give
up: there are no situations which God cannot
change, there is no sin which He cannot
forgive if only we open ourselves to Him.”
“Help one another. This is what Jesus teaches
us. This is what I do. And I do it with my heart. I
do this with my heart because it is my duty, as a
priest and bishop I must be at your service. But it
is a duty that comes from my heart, and a duty I
love. I love doing it because this is what the Lord
has taught me. But you too must help us and
help each other, always. And thus in helping each
other we will do good for each other.”
“When the Church does not come out from
itself to evangelize it becomes self-referential
and gets sick (one thinks of the woman hunched
over upon herself in the Gospel). The evils that,

in the passing of time, afflict the ecclesiastical
institutions have a root in self-referentiality, in a
sort of theological narcissism. In Revelation, Jesus
says that He is standing at the threshold and
calling. Evidently the text refers to the fact that
He stands outside the door and knocks to enter ...
But at times I think that Jesus may be knocking
from the inside, that we may let Him out. The
self-referential Church presumes to keep Jesus
Christ within itself and not let Him out.”

Young Leaders Meet in Rome
to Discuss Social Justice Issues
and the New Evangelization

the Gospel and social doctrines of the
Church and to elaborate on ideas for
the New Evangelization and to create
a permanent observer on the efforts of
young Catholics regarding social efforts.
“While we had many goals that were
not fully accomplished,” Estrada said,
“we saw that one of our main goals in the
near future was to help establish a liaison
between the Holy See and the social
action of youth, and vice versa. ... Aside
from maintaining dialogue and increasing
our familiarity with the social context

Keith Michael Estrada, the diocesan
justice and peace coordinator for the
Office for Human Dignity, attended a
meeting in Rome in late March that
was organized by “We’re for Benedict,”
a youth movement based out of the
Pontifical Lateran University. The
purpose of the meeting was to reflect
about social situations in the light of

“In the professions of faith of the New
Testament, only men are remembered as
witnesses of the resurrection, the Apostles,
but not the women. This is because, according
to the Jewish law of the time, women and
children were not considered reliable,
credible witnesses. In the Gospels, however,
women have a primary, fundamental role.
Here we can see an argument in favor of
the historicity of the resurrection: if it were
invented, in the context of that time it would
not have been linked to the testimony of

women. Instead, the evangelists simply
narrate what happened: the women were the
first witnesses. This tells us that God does
not choose according to human criteria: the
first witnesses of the birth of Jesus are the
shepherds, simple and humble people; the
first witnesses of the resurrection are women.
This is beautiful, and this is the mission
of women, of mothers and women, to give
witness to their children and grandchildren
that Christ is risen! Mothers go forward
with this witness! What matters to God is
our heart, if we are open to Him, if we are
like trusting children. But this also leads us
to reflect on how in the Church and in the
journey of faith, women have had and still
have a special role in opening doors to the
Lord, in following Him and communicating
His face, because the eyes of faith always
need the simple and profound look of love.”
"Sometimes in our lives tears are the lenses
we need to see Jesus."

many communities find themselves in
throughout the world, several will work
together to establish and promote this
‘Youth Observatory,’ which will also
function as point of unity for global
efforts of the youth for evangelization and
social justice.”
About 130 people from around the
world participated. They heard a series
of lectures from several cardinals and
bishops, and participants also discussed
solutions to youth poverty, youth work
and secularism.
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