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One for All

J

ust as parents aren’t
supposed to have
favorite children, I
suppose bishops
shouldn’t have a
favorite characteristic
or mark of the
Church. But I do: catholic.
One, holy and apostolic are
great gifts from God and
absolutely essential for the
life of the Church. I get just
a little more excited,
though, with the Church’s
catholicity.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
says that the Church is catholic
in a double sense. It is catholic because
the presence of Christ assures that it
possesses all the means of salvation.
Christ provides His Bride with the
“correct and complete confession of faith,
full sacramental life, and ordained ministry
in apostolic succession.” The Church is
also catholic because she is intended to
be the mother of all people. Her mission
is to invite everyone to Christ and gather
them together in His love.
Thought of this way, the whole Church
is catholic, not just the Catholic Church.
The Catholic Church has retained that
designation uniquely for itself because we
believe that, more than in the other Christian
communions and churches, Christ is
present with all the means of salvation.
We might express the catholicity of the
Church, especially the Catholic Church,
by thinking of her as everyone’s home,
and, when they get there, they can be
sure they will find everything spiritual
they truly need.
Of course, there are other houses, and
people are free to live there. People are
likely to find many good things there. If
Christ is not there, though, or all the means
of salvation that He provides, people will
miss out on what God intends for them.
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Don’t we, who have been given a place
in the “right” house, have an obligation to
invite the others to our home?
Some will claim this is arrogant
thinking. Yet we offer our faith in the
spirit of the Crucified One, always with
respect and patience, certainly never
with threat or force. Another objection is
that Christianity is culturally biased. Yet,
if Jesus died for all, then His disciples
must find ways to make Him accessible
to all. Conversely, a Christianity too
wrapped in a particular culture would
be a distortion. As a matter of fact, over
the centuries, the Church, because it is
catholic, has adjusted to many cultures,
while remaining true to the core.
Some Christians argue that there are
many paths to heaven (maybe their version
of catholicity). Do they propose that there
will be different heavens or different types
of heaven, one for Christians, one for
Jews, Moslems, Buddhists, Hindus, etc.? If,
instead, they accept the standard Christian
belief that heaven will be a state of union
with the Triune God, for all the blessed,
then why not invite everyone onto that path
during their life on earth? If heaven will
involve eternal union with Jesus Christ, why
not temporal union with Him and all the
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Are we ready to
participate, in
the ways appropriate for
us, in the Church’s
mission to invite others
into their homes? Do we
respect, indeed cherish,
the variety of cultures
represented in the
household of Christ?”

blessings that entails?
It is one thing to respect different faith
traditions. To say they are all of equal
value is to imply that religion has little
significance. People are more discerning,
and passionate, about sports teams.
The Lord Himself established the
Church’s catholicity during His earthly
life. He promised to be with the Church
until the end of time, assuring that not
even Satan could prevail against it. He
promised to send the Holy Spirit to
teach everything. He told His disciples
to partake of His Body and Blood, to
forgive sin and to baptize. He told them
to make disciples of all nations. He spoke
of the “other sheep” that He must lead,
so that there is one flock, one shepherd.
In last month’s column, I suggested
that asking whether an individual member
of the Church was one, catholic or
apostolic (as opposed to holy) would
be a bit awkward. But we certainly can
ask whether individual members of the
Church have a catholic mentality.
Are we aware of the living presence
of Christ in the Church that assures
the full array of the means of salvation?
Do we value all those means and take
advantage of them? Are we ready to
participate, in the ways appropriate for
us, in the Church’s mission to invite
others into their homes? Do we respect,
indeed cherish, the variety of cultures
represented in the household of Christ?
Political parties sometimes strategize
to create a bigger tent to attract more
adherents. Often that means sacrificing
core values or accepting conflicting
ones or taking no position. The Church
is always a big tent, the catholic tent,
open to all. It is also catholic because it
stands firm on a complete and effective
platform, one provided by Christ himself.
The complete Church for
everyone. Very catholic.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
August 2013
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en contra de nosotros. Él prometió enviar
al Espíritu Santo para enseñarnos todo. Él
les dijo a sus discípulos que participaran
de Su Cuerpo y Sangre, para perdonar el
pecado y bautizar. Él les dijo que hicieran
discípulos de todas las naciones. Él hablo
de la “otra oveja” que debe dirigir, para
que exista un rebaño y un pastor.
En el artículo del mes anterior, sugerí
que el preguntarle
a un miembro de
deben encontrar
la Iglesia si era
¿Estamos
maneras de hacerlo
Una, Católica o
accesible a todos.
Apostólica (en
preparados a
Por lo contrario,
lugar de preguntar
un cristianismo
participar en las formas
si era Santa) sería
demasiado envuelto
un poco extraño.
apropiadas para nosotros
en una cultura
Sin embargo,
particular sería
ciertamente
en la misión de la Iglesia
una distorsión. De
podemos preguntar
hecho, a través de
a invitar a otros a sus
si los miembros de
los siglos, la Iglesia
la Iglesia tienen una
casas? ¿Respetamos y
por ser católica,
mentalidad católica.
se ha ajustado a
¿Estamos
verdaderamente
muchas culturas al
conscientes de
mismo tiempo que
apreciamos la variedad de
la viva presencia
se mantiene fiel a
de Cristo en la
culturas representadas en
su esencia.
Iglesia, quien
Algunos
nos asegura una
el hogar de Cristo?”
cristianos
gama completa
argumentan que
de medios
existen varios
de salvación?
caminos hacia el paraíso (tal vez en su
¿Realmente valoramos todos esos
visión de catolicismo). ¿Ellos proponen
medios y los aprovechamos? ¿Estamos
que existen diferentes paraísos o
preparados a participar en las formas
diferentes tipos? ¿Uno para cristianos,
apropiadas para nosotros en la misión
otro para judíos, musulmanes, budistas,
de la Iglesia a invitar a otros a sus
indios, etc? En cambio, si todos aceptan
casas? ¿Respetamos, verdaderamente
la creencia cristiana que el paraíso será
apreciamos la variedad de culturas
un estado de unión con el Dios Trinitario,
representadas en el hogar de Cristo?
para todos los bienaventurados, ¿entonces
Estratégicamente partidos políticos
porque no invitar a todos hacia ese camino tienden a crear campañas donde atraen
durante su vida terrenal? Si el paraíso
más seguidores. Esto significa el sacrificio
envuelve unión eterna con Jesucristo,
de valores fundamentales, el aceptar
¿Por qué no unión temporal con Él y todas algunos conflictivos o no tomar ninguna
las bendiciones que conlleva?
posición. La Iglesia es siempre una gran
Es muy diferente respetar las variadas
sombrilla, la sombrilla católica, abierta a
tradiciones de fe. El decir que todos
todos. También es católica, porque se
son de igual valor es dar a entender
sostiene en una plataforma efectiva y plena,
que la religión tiene poca importancia.
la misma que Cristo no provee.
Las personas son mas exigentes y
Una Iglesia que ofrece algo para todos
apasionadas por deportes.
y muy católica.
El Señor mismo estableció la
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
catolicidad de la iglesia durante Su vida
Christo es nuestra
terrenal. Él prometió permanecer con
Esperanza
la iglesia hasta el final de los tiempos,
asegurando que ni aun satán prevalecería agosto 2013

sí como los padres de familia no deben tener
hijos favoritos, me imagino que los obispos
no deberían tener ciertas marcas o
características favoritas de la Iglesia. Sin
embargo, yo si tengo una: la de ser católico.
Una, santa y apostólica son un gran regalo de Dios y
absolutamente esencial para la Iglesia. Yo me emociono
aún más, con la catolicidad de la Iglesia.
El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica
menciona que la Iglesia es
católica en un dos modos. Es católica
porque la presencia de Cristo implica
que ella recibe de Él “la plenitud de los
medios de salvación.” Cristo provee a
Su Novia con la “confesión de fe recta
y completa, vida sacramental integra
y ministerio ordenado en la sucesión
apostólica.” La Iglesia también es
católica porque está destinada a ser la
madre de todos. Su misión es invitar a
todos a Cristo y reunirlos en Su amor.
Pensado de esta manera, toda la
Iglesia es católica, y no únicamente la
Iglesia Católica. La Iglesia Católica ha
retenido esta denominación únicamente
para ella misma porque así lo creemos
nosotros, más que en otras comunidades
e Iglesias cristianas, Cristo está presente
con todos los medios de salvación.
Tal vez expresemos la catolicidad de la
Iglesia, especialmente la Iglesia Católica,
pensando que todos estamos en casa, y
cuando lleguen ahí, podrán estar seguros
que encontraran lo que realmente
necesitan espiritualmente.
Por supuesto que existen otros
hogares, y las personas son libres de vivir
ahí. Es muy probable que las personas
encuentren algo bueno ahí. Sin embargo,
si Cristo o los medios de salvación que Él
provee no se encuentran ahí, las personas
van a perderse de las intenciones que
Dios tiene para ellos. ¿No es verdad que
nosotros los que tenemos un lugar en el
hogar “correcto” tenemos la obligación de
invitar a los demás?
Algunos dirán que esta es una manera
arrogante de pensar. Nosotros ofrecemos
nuestra fe en el espíritu de aquel crucificado,
siempre con respeto y paciencia,
ciertamente nunca con amenazas o fuerzas.
Otra objeción es que el Cristianismo es
parcialmente cultural. Si Jesús murió por
todos nosotros, entonces Sus discípulos
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Local News
New Family Fund to Support Catholic
Grade School Students
An Oak Brook family has agreed to partner
with the Catholic Education Foundation
(CEF) to support need-based scholarships
benefitting the growing Hispanic community.
The McShane Family Hispanic Scholarship
Fund will ensure that 16 students will be
able to register at a Catholic school in
the Diocese of Joliet this coming school
year. Steve and Kathy McShane and their
daughter, Erin Lacroix, have made a multiyear financial commitment to the diocese.
They are members of St. Isaac Jogues
Parish, Hinsdale, and Steve is founder and
CEO of Willowbrook based Midtronics, Inc.
In correspondence to McShane prior
to the announcement, Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon wrote, “I am encouraged by your
detailed conversations … concerning your
family’s decision to establish a Scholarship
Fund for our Hispanic students. Indeed, you
continue to demonstrate your leadership in
support of Catholic education throughout
the diocese.” Mr. McShane was a member
of the CEF Board of Directors until recently.
The McShane Family Hispanic
Scholarship Fund will fund 16 Catholic
grade school students each year for the

Fair Trade Ambassadors
to Sell and Tell
Fair Trade Ambassadors affiliated with
Catholic Relief Services’ Fair Trade
program are fanning out in their local
regions with bags of fair trade goodies
to bring home the message that “every
purchase matters.” They will host events
featuring CRS Fair Trade partner coffee,
chocolate and crafts and encourage people
to commit to their fair trade movement, a
choice that offers an ethical and eco-friendly
alternative to conventional shopping.
Each year, volunteer CRS Fair
Trade Ambassadors introduce Catholic
communities to the latest Fair Trade
products while showing how fair trade
improves the lives of farmers and their
families. Fair trade ambassadors help put a
face on the people behind these products
and let Catholics in the United States
see how their purchases help farmers
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The Magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Joliet
Most Reverend
R. Daniel Conlon

next three years. The
awards will be based
on financial need
and will adhere to the
current processing
policy used by the
CEF.
“These are great
kids who had little
to no chance of
receiving a Catholic
education without
external help,” said
Joe Langenderfer, executive director of
the Catholic Education Foundation. “The
CEF is blessed to have a family in our
diocese who clearly recognizes a need and
responds charitably and compassionately.”
The growing Hispanic population residing
within the seven-county area of the Diocese
of Joliet – many of whom are Catholic – is
estimated to be 344,997, according to the
2010 census. That is 53 percent of the
current registered parishioners, while only
10 percent of Catholic school students
are Hispanic. Since 2010, the Catholic
Education Foundation, through the outreach
efforts of the Catholic Schools’ Office, has
begun securing private funding to augment
the annual CEF Scholarships distributed to
grade school and high school students.
Each year, more than 2,500 students

apply through their schools and the CEF for
grade school and high school financial aid.
Last year, the CEF was able to distribute
nearly $1.6 million to 1,540 students who
demonstrated a financial need through
the FACTS Grant and Aid Company, an
impartial assessment firm used by the
CEF. The Catholic Education Foundation
has awarded more than $14 million in
scholarships since 2003.
“We are pleased to assist in outreach to
the Hispanic community through Catholic
education in support of the bishop’s
initiative,” Mr. McShane said.
For more information about establishing
a donor-directed fund with the CEF, contact
Joe Langenderfer at 815.834.4023
or jlangenderfer@dioceseofjoliet.
org. Or go to the CEF website at www.
dioceseofjoliet.org/edfoundation.

and artisans keep their kids in school,
protect the environment and improve their
communities.
More and more, parishes, schools and
colleges are converting their purchasing to
fair trade. For many, fair-trade coffee is the
place where they start, and Work of Human
Hands craft sales are also a big draw in the
holiday season.
The movement has gained increased
support particularly from young Catholics
who see fair trade as a way to align their
social values with their shopping decisions.
For many Catholics, the principles of fair
trade closely reflect their values, and the
market for fairly traded goods has seen
double-digit growth in recent years. The
commitment of Catholics in this country
to support CRS-endorsed companies
helps CRS’ long-term efforts of promoting
economic justice around the world.
From the Diocese of Joliet, Tom
Ruggaber and Lorrie Tracy were recently

trained as Catholic Relief Services’ Fair
Trade Ambassadors. Both have served
for many years on their parishes’ Peace
and Social Justice Ministries and are
members of the Joliet Diocese Social
Justice Coalition. They hope to speak to
groups about the benefits that fair-trade
practices bring to farmers and artisans,
their families and their communities in rural
areas overseas, and why it is important for
Catholics in the United States and all people
of good will to make fair-trade products part
of their daily lives. In addition to speaking,
they have both hosted events to raise
awareness of CRS Fair Trade’s three core
programs: coffee, chocolate and crafts.
They also work to recruit others to become
part of the fair-trade movement. They
are two of 100 Fair Trade Ambassadors
in the CRS program. Ruggaber and his
wife are parishioners of St. Michael Parish
in Wheaton; Tracy and her husband are
members of St. Jude Parish in New Lenox.
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Catholic Charities

Thank God
I Found
Daybreak

L

ast fall, 52-year-old
Douglas hit an
all-time low. After
15 years as a heroin
addict, he couldn’t
score any dope one Sunday
afternoon. He also couldn’t
find any alcohol to take the
edge off as his body starting
suffering the agonizing
symptoms of withdrawal. In
a moment of panic and
desperation, Douglas
decided to end his life. He
attempted to commit suicide
by walking out onto a busy
highway. Thankfully, a kindhearted truck driver stopped
and quickly rescued Douglas.
Although he hadn’t been
injured on the highway, the
truck driver drove him to the
nearest hospital for help.
6

Douglas had tried to find help for his
addictions for many years leading up to
his suicide attempt. It was a very long
battle, and he often felt hopeless. He
admits that he lost everything as a result
of his heroin and alcohol addictions.
“My wife divorced me, I lost my kids,
my entire family disowned me,” he
remembers. At one time, Douglas was a
successful pressman, working for highprofile newspapers and magazines in
Chicago. However, after he started using
heroin, he had trouble keeping jobs and
eventually found himself unemployed
with a very expensive drug habit.
Eventually, Douglas had spent all of the
family money. When his wife left him, he
became homeless.
As years passed, Douglas frequently
tried to find help for his drug and alcohol
problems. He truly wanted to stop using,
but was unable to tackle the problem
alone. Without insurance, he found it
impossible to get help. So he bounced
around between various homeless shelters
and living on the streets.
Shortly after his suicide attempt,
Douglas found himself at Catholic
Charities’ Daybreak Center eating lunch
at Shepherd’s Table, the soup kitchen
which is open to the community at noon.
He began talking to James, one of the case
managers at the shelter. He told James
that he was sober and working hard to
stay that way. James welcomed Douglas to
stay at the emergency shelter and began
encouraging him to take the classes they
offer. Douglas eagerly began attending
classes to better himself and improve
his situation. He also started seeing a
Catholic Charities’ counselor. As a longtime drug addict, Douglas was facing a
number of serious medical problems,
including recovery from a heart attack,
anemia, hepatitis, and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. James helped him
connect with doctors who are treating
Douglas, despite the fact that he doesn’t
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have insurance.
Today, Douglas remains sober and is
focused on remaining healthy and drug
free. It’s a daily struggle, but he’s doing
well. He’s also making baby steps to
re-connect with the family he lost touch
with many years ago. Douglas recently
moved from the emergency shelter into
New Beginnings, a permanent housing
program for chronically homeless men
at Daybreak Center. As he settles into his
new home, he is very thankful for this
opportunity.
“They pushed me,” he said of the staff
at Daybreak. “They convinced me that I
had another chance. After all the years
and all of my time at different facilities
and shelters, they were the first ones to
really help and take an interest in me.”
Douglas knows that he still has a long
road in front of him, but he reports that it’s
becoming easier to ignore temptations. He’s
fully aware that the stakes are higher than
ever. “No more room to fail,” he says. He’s
happy to be alive and have the opportunity
to work on himself. And Douglas has a
message for anyone else struggling with
addiction, “If Daybreak Center can help
me, they can help anyone.”
Daybreak Center operates 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year, in Joliet and
provides emergency housing and
supportive services to individuals
and families who are homeless. New
Beginnings is a permanent supportive
housing program that provides a safe
living environment to chronically
homeless and disabled men in an
independent living setting.

For more information about
these programs and the other
services provided by Catholic
Charities, please visit:
www.catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
Story and photography by Maggie Snow

The Mid-Life Calling
and Gift of the
Diaconate

D

ad, why do you want to be a
deacon? That was the
question my three “emerging
adult” (early 20s) children
asked while we were driving
to church when I was considering the faithformation process of the diaconate journey.

The oldest child, a recent college graduate, was angry and
upset and went on and on about why I should not enter the
diaconate. She believed I have been sometimes insensitive, with
“foot-in-the-mouth” disease, and have not been a model man of
faith to the family and not the most effective father and husband.
My middle child, silent at first, then said, “Dad, you better walk
me down the aisle when I marry!” Their younger brother at first
said “don’t tell my friends,” and then commented, “You are doing
this because you are having a mid-life crisis.”
All three kids were (kind of) correct.
I’ve been a sinner, and I will be a sinner. However, I hope
as a deacon I model that God forgives sinners who try and
struggle to live a good life. It is never too late to renew the faith.
It is said, “God does not call the formed; He forms the called.”
By the grace of God, I will be there for all three children at
their weddings, if that is their vocation. They say one can do
both roles, be a dad and be a deacon – and I will always be
both in their lives. On their wedding days, if they prefer me
solely to witness as dad, wonderful!
Ok, I wouldn’t tell their friends. Besides, it should not be
by words they witness my calling, but by my actions. Still, I
thought, how insightful: yes, this is a mid-life crisis of sorts.
Most deacon aspirants and candidates (81 percent) are in the
middle-age range.

A dear priest friend was ecstatic when I mentioned I was
discerning for the diaconate. He stated he loves deacons
because they are excited by their calling; they bring new life
and vitality to clergy. He noted he was ordained in his late
20s, and, now, more than 25 years later, his faith is strong, but
some of the excitement has worn off. Deacons, entering at mid
life, have all the passion of a young man with the wisdom that
comes with age. Maybe.
A parishioner recently said I seem so excited to be become
a deacon. God called me to become a deacon in my mid-50s.
What a “gift” to be given at mid life. Before being middle aged,
I would not have understood this process of conversion and a
mid-life “gift” of faith.
As I pondered the statement by my parishioner, I thought
what he sees is excitement about ministry and getting involved
in helping others find Christ. See, “I am 56 going on 21” – so
I feel like a young man excited to start gaining independence,
making life my own. I believe we must go through early
development and have our own conversion experiences to
God. Father Richard Rohr, a contemporary Franciscan writer,
says we can’t come to God and understand Catholic thinking
until we are middle aged.
Deacon James Keating, author of numerous books on
deacon formation and ministry, writes that the Catholic Church
does not need more generous men who give their time and
talents to a parish. Instead, Keating notes, what the Church
needs are more spiritual men, men who live the Scriptures in
words and in acts; men of diakonia, a Greek word meaning
service; men with a strong faith life whose actions reflect
Christ. Keating notes that the priest presides at the altar of
the Eucharist, but the deacon presides at the altar of charity.
Deacons are men of prayer and of pastoral charity.
Archbishop Robert Carlson of St Louis wrote last year in an
issue of Deacon Digest that, without the deacon’s service at
the altar of the Eucharist, we would be talking about a kind and
helpful man. The deacon stands preparing the gifts at the altar
with “clean hands,” but he stands also where the practical need
of the people is greatest, “getting his hands dirty.” Only when a
deacon becomes a “bridge” linking the sacraments and charity
does he become a “living icon” of Christ the servant. Like an
icon, a deacon is called to take the message about the love of
Jesus that Scripture communicates by words, and becomes a
visible expression of that message. The deacon does not pray
and then minister; rather, he becomes prayer, thus allowing his
service to become that of Christ’s own.
And so, by growing in charity and spirituality I become more
and more an image and an instrument of charity of Jesus
Christ. What a joy, what a gift at mid life, to be renewed and to
be “born again.” To my kids, I say, “Be patient with dad. I may
look like a grown-up, but I am an unfinished work of art that
Christ is drawing.”
Story by Joseph R. Ferrari, a parishioner at St. Margaret
Mary in Naperville, who is scheduled to be ordained to the
diaconate this month.

To see dates of diaconate formation informational sessions, see page 22
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Feature Story

Viewing Faith

through the Eyes of Children

C

ontrary to many people’s beliefs about my life,
I have not always been a lover of Christianity. I
was baptized as an infant and received the
sacraments (praise God), but Christianity was
something I did on Sundays, and, sadly, I know
I am not alone in that regard. That changed when I went off
to college at the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana. I
was one of those people who needed to hit rock bottom
before sprinting to Christ’s open arms.
8
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My conversion was more recent than it feels, only a little
more than a year-an-a-half ago in the fall of my freshman year.
Just like John and Andrew, I had a 4 p.m. moment – I can
remember the day and the hour, what I was wearing, whom
I was with, and exactly what happened when I had the most
potent encounter with the unfathomable love of Christ yet.
It all began my senior year of high school; an incredible
tragedy struck my family. An unexpected burden had fallen on my
shoulders. My role as a child had been somewhat reversed, and I
had no idea what to do. In the midst of this ongoing family crisis, I
was struggling with schoolwork, freaking out about auditioning for
colleges as a music major, trying to figure out college applications,
practicing, keeping my seven-year-old sister and 13-year-old
brother in line (which was pretty much impossible), while my mom
was at school to renew her nursing license. Another sister had
cancer, and I had to keep it all together emotionally for people. I
kept these problems, anxieties, and emotions inside and figured
they would dissolve once going off to college. I was wrong;
they only got worse. Thankfully, my run-in with frat parties and
apartment crawls was short lived when I was casually introduced
to a certain Father Charles by a mutual friend, my former youth
minister from my home parish who came to campus to visit her
sister for a weekend. The rest became history. Father Charles
soon invited me on my first Koinonia, (which means “fellowship”
in Greek) a retreat operated out of UIUC’s Newman center, which
was where I had that first radical encounter with Christ.
Through the friendships I fostered as I became more
involved at Newman, I found out about the Totus Tuus program.
Totus Tuus means “totally yours” in Latin and is a summer
program where the faith is taught by teams of four college
students and seminarians at a parish for a week at a time at six
different parishes per team. Our entire summers are dedicated
to catechizing the youth, with plenty of amusement mixed in.
It became apparent that a majority of these friends had
either been Totus Tuus teachers in previous summers or were
planning to do so. I heard great things about the program from
them, and it sounded fun and challenging, so I was up for it.
I ended up being accepted as a Totus Tuus teacher in the Diocese
of Joliet, and my experience with the program thus far has been an
unexpected one. Through the two weeks of training and the stories
I was told and talks I heard, I was expecting to have breakthrough
moment after breakthrough moment with the children, priests, and
my teammates. I was scared of this grand idea that this summer
would be filled with “mountaintop moments” that would change my
life forever. I had somewhat terrifying expectations of what Totus
Tuus would hold, yet none of these “mountaintop moments” has
happened – for which I thank God. The Lord has worked quietly and
simply, in somewhat imitation of the children I have been serving.
I find it interesting that the Totus Tuus teachers spend two
weeks of intensive training and studying to teach these children
the Catechism. But the sheer surprise, wisdom, and knowledge
of the faith that comes in just a few short sentences from a third
or fourth grader with a pure and precious smile has the ability
to melt your heart.
So far, after just three weeks of the program, I have learned more

about my faith and who God is from these children than I could ever
learn from cracking open a book. They see our faith with such purity;
they see it for what it is. The children truly understand the joy we
receive from the sacraments (our theme this summer).
On the first day at my first parish I was eating lunch with some of
the third and fourth grade girls. As a nervous teacher, I asked them
what their favorite part of the day had been. I turned to the little girl
to my left for her answer as she said, “My favorite part was when
I went to reconciliation and all of my sins were forgiven.” What
followed my gasp of surprise was a shout from another girl from
across the table as she said, “Miss Shea! My favorite part was when
we went to Mass!” I thought, “How could this get any better?”
Well that challenge was exceeded when, during the next day,
I was assigned to teach the third and fourth graders about the
Eucharist. While explaining to them that “Eucharist” means
“thanksgiving,” I asked them what they could be thankful
to Jesus for when they receive Him in the Eucharist. I was
honestly expecting answers such as, “my dog,” “my Barbie
dolls,” “my iPod,” etc. I called on the first child and got,
“Another day of life.” The second child said, “My family.” The
third child: “The gift of nature.”
Okay, seriously, could this get any better? Then I got the
answer that set the bar incredibly high for my own pursuit of
holiness: “Miss Shea, I’m thankful to God that He has given
me the ability to share His love, His peace, His joy, and His
kindness with my family and friends.”
I cannot decide if it was that statement or when a child told me
she was happiest when she was in church because that’s when
she is closest to God that made me reevaluate my attempts at
loving Christ. The faith these children have shown to me this
summer is the faith that I desire. I want their audacious faith that
knows no shame, no embarrassment, and no worries. I want the
ability to make a card for Jesus on His birthday that boldly says
“Happy birthday, Jesus. You are the best. I love you. Amen” in
scrabbly handwriting. If I took such delight in these small and
poorly written cards, my heavenly Father takes even more delight
in such small actions, and these children know that.
I am positive that I am not alone in saying that I overcomplicate
the faith. It is easy to get bogged down with dogmas and
apologetics, and while those things are important and interesting,
the Father takes delight in our loving and adoring of Him – no
matter how short it always falls of what He deserves. It absolutely
blows my mind to put myself in a child’s shoes in relation to God.
Here I am – a 20-year-old college student who is so lightened
and moved even to tears by these children. If I have this reaction
to them while only experiencing their company for a week at a time
and I am not even a parent, then God’s love and delight in me is
far greater than the joy I take in these children I serve.
The eyes through which these children see and experience
God are so pure and innocent and untainted by this world –
that is the faith that I desire. I want the simplicity in which they
see the world and the Lord. I want those eyes.
Story by Shea Acott, who will be a junior at the University
of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana in the fall.
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Ask the Priest

Q:

How Do
We Know
About God?

a:

When I was at the university, there
was one professor in particular
who would drive me crazy. Dr. Green taught
a seminar class, so there were only about
15 of us, and we were expected to
contribute on a weekly basis. Dr. Green
abided a great many of our odd hypotheses
and less-than-elegant explanations, but there
was one thing that he would not suffer: any
sentence that began with the words “I feel
that …” With those words he would go
unhinged and yell, “I don’t care how you
feel! I want to know what you think!” The
poor perpetrator would scramble to
reformulate and placate Dr. Green.
At first, I thought Dr. Green was a bit
nuts for this insistence. It seemed like a
silly thing to get angry about. But as I have
gone along, I have really come to appreciate
what he was trying to teach us: our feelings
or inclinations are not the arbiter of truth.
Typically, man’s emotions (i.e., “I feel”) are
reactions to a reality already incorporated
into oneself. The emotions are totally interior
movements, although they can manifest
themselves exteriorly. On the other hand,
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man’s reason (i.e., “I think”) serves to search
and understand realities that are exterior to
the person himself.
More than anywhere else, I have
run into this difficulty when speaking to
people about God. If you are incredulous,
go around to random people and ask
them “What is God like?” At least in my
experience, the answers almost all begin
with Dr. Green’s favorite, “Well, I feel that
…” It is appropriate that our relationship
with God has emotions involved. Our Lord
is a person, and if we felt nothing for Him,
well, that would be an indication that your
spiritual life is not anywhere it should be.
When so many of the responses begin
with “I feel,” we should ask ourselves why
that response begins from the interior. We
have to ask ourselves if we have not simply
created a Jesus after our own image and
likeness. This created Jesus usually ends
up being one who is pleasant to be around,
nice, unobtrusive, does not make any real
demands on our life, but helps out where
needed. This is the Jesus that I feel I could
like. This is cocktail-party Jesus. This is the
Jesus that I feel I could manage.
We cannot treat Our Lord Jesus, His
Father or the Holy Spirit as if they simply
were manifestations of what we think are
“our best selves.” Whether you thought
about them or not, whether you existed
or not, regardless of how you feel, the
Blessed Trinity exists and lives and
interacts with us in this world in a certain
way. This is why religion must engage
the mind and the reason; it cannot be a
merely emotional affair.
There are a great many things that we
can state about God that are simply true.
The one God is Three Persons – Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. God created the
world in a reasonable manner according
to His Word. He is greater than anything
we could say about Him. While He is not
male or female, He teaches us to call Him
Father and to pray through the Lord Jesus,
the Son. He is infinitely far away from us
while simultaneously within our very souls.
We know these things not because we
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have decided them true, but because God
Himself has revealed them.
Jesus Christ is the definitive selfrevelation of God. Therefore, His life,
teaching and miracles, and especially
His passion, death and resurrection, are
the most authentic sources of knowledge
about God. Since He walked on this
world more than 2,000 years ago, had it
not been for the written and non-written
testimony of the early disciples we would
know nothing of Jesus. This is why the
Church is so zealous to pass on Sacred
Scripture and Sacred Tradition to the next
generation and to safeguard them from
change and error. Scripture and Tradition
are our memory of Jesus, and we are
re-presented to Him through mediation of
the Sacraments and the Word.
This is also why ours must not be
a “stupid religion,” based off of good
feelings about some nice guy in the sky.
We must study the Sacred Scriptures,
meditate thoughtfully over the prayers of
the Holy Mass and strive to understand and
penetrate the mysteries of a God who is
simultaneously Three and One. Going to a
Catholic school or to a religious education
program is a good start, but no one thinks
that any high school education is a proper
preparation for the adult world.
As parents send their children to start a
new school year, you, too, can resolve to
enter the classroom. I challenge you, my
friends, be adult Catholics! Stop thinking
of the idol of Jesus that you have created
in your mind, but seek out the real Jesus
in the Holy Scriptures and in the constant
experience of the Church! Our inheritance
is so much greater than making “Jesus
loves me” cut outs and singing “All are
welcome” at Mass. Let us worship the true
God, the God who has made us, the God
who calls us to Himself that, one day, we
may be like Him.
Laudetur Iesus Christus.
Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz,
a parochial vicar at St. Mary Parish in
West Chicago

The Experience
of God

D

o we ever
really
experience
God? The
short answer, according to
theologians, is yes, all the
time! As a matter of fact, if
we consider a mystic to be
someone who experiences
God, then we are all
mystics. To be human is to
be a mystic. We are all Godtouched and God-targeted.
On the one hand, God is far beyond any
attempt of ours to fully grasp or comprehend.
Because of this inability to find any word,
concept, or image that captures God, God
is described as “radically transcendent.” On
the other hand, God is understood to be so
implicated in the world that God is also said
to be “radically immanent,” closer to us than
we are to ourselves. Because we are always in
contact with God’s creation (ourselves first of
all), and because God is the intimate depth
of all there is, we cannot not experience God.
In every experience God is co-present, coknown, co-experienced.

However, for most of us, most of the
time, this experience of God is implicit. It is
hidden within our ordinary daily experience.
We never see God face-to-face. We meet
God in God’s creation. And although the
experience of God is always mediated by
God’s creation, there is an immediacy in the
experience. For example, when I gaze upon
a mountain or a sunset, it can be much more
than a sensory experience. I can find great
meaning in such events. But I can also find
myself opened to a religious dimension in
my experience, a transcendent depth which
puts me in contact with God who is Holy
Mystery. The mountain or sunset may fade in
my attention, but an awareness of Presence
may remain.
Religious experience is no more than
ordinary human experience, opened to its
transcendent depths. With the eyes of faith,
any bush can be the burning bush from
which God addresses us. We often so hunger
for an experience that is beyond the ordinary,
we sometimes seem to be trying to create
an experience of God. But, in reality, our
oneness with God is realized, not created.
One of the more helpful ways of
describing our human and spiritual journey
is “an awakening.” This awakening is a
growing realization of what already is. We are
in union with God the whole way, but now
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we are becoming aware and accepting of that
reality and allowing it to transform us.
The Spirit of God, grace, is continually
at work in our lives, although we may be
able to notice only traces of that Presence.
One theologian wrote about the “mysticism
of everyday life.” He pointed to ordinary
experiences in which we exhibit unexpected
strength: to remain silent when unfairly
treated, to give without expecting return,
to forgive without the other being grateful,
to do one’s duty against all feelings of being
unappreciated. Often in life our human spirit
comes up against the Holy Spirit.
The work of the Spirit in our lives is not
always a positive experience. For a time, God
may seem to be over-against us, negating us.
When our sense of consolation and wellbeing evaporates, when we cannot pray as
usual, we may be experiencing a God who is
loving us into a more mature relationship of
trust. Although there is nothing in this love
that is negative, it is experienced by us as a
“dark night.” We may have been content with
ourselves; we may have settled down and
presumed to know God. In the night, God’s
transcendence re-emerges and says to us,
move on! Our faith deepens, and we continue
our pilgrimage with greater reverence for
God and wider compassion for our brothers
and sisters.
Story by Father John Welch, O. Carm.
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Brings Lots of Light to the Poor

S

ometimes, God’s plan is immediately recognizable, and easy to follow. Other
times, we need to be in the right place at the right time with an open heart
and creative mind. When God’s ideas and our creativity collide, powerful
things begin to happen and the earth moves in ways we cannot predict.

This is what happened when Nancy Economou’s servant heart
was brought face to face with extreme poverty in Manila, Philippines,
a couple years ago. Nancy and her husband, John, parents of five
boys and parishioners at St. Joseph Parish in Downers Grove, were
in Manila on business. While John was occupied one day, Nancy
was left to her own devices. Nancy’s natural curiosity and desire to
be productive led her to ask a local man whom she had befriended
if he would take her to witness the poorest of the poor; he took her
to his home in the slums of Manila. Nancy was not there to judge
or condemn, she was simply there to observe and learn how she
could, in some small way, help. What she saw unsettled her, for a
large family lived in a small space the size of an average American
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walk-in closet. What troubled Nancy even more than the lack of
space was the lack of light. A family of six was surviving by the light
of a single kerosene lamp.
A typical kerosene lamp is a small jar – the size of a baby food
jar or small jelly jar – or a can, filled with kerosene liquid, and a
wick that is lit like a candle. It gives off very little light, and the fumes
it emits are toxic: long-term exposure can lead to neurological
damage to the kidneys and blood clots. People who are exposed to
kerosene fumes at the very least suffer from a constant, phlegmy
cough. Kerosene is also extremely flammable, causing fires and
burn injuries. There is a danger with small children – each year,
there are many documented cases of ingestion illnesses and

deaths. The cost of kerosene is
prohibitive as well, and a family
can spend most of their annual
income on this fuel.
Nancy knew immediately
that she could do something
to help. A jewelry designer by
trade, she has an extraordinarily
creative mind. It occurred
to her that this extreme lack
of light was keeping people
trapped in a life cycle of
extreme poverty. She decided
to design and manufacture a
solar lantern, powered by the
The author of the article, Lisa Smith (left), sits
sun, that would cost nothing for
next to Watts of Love founder, Nancy Economou,
the people to use.
during their trip to the Philippines.
If you think about all the
ways we take light for granted,
here in the United States, it begins to make sense. You and I can
walk into a dim room, just about anywhere, and flip a switch on
the wall which turns on a light. By the light of an electric lamp,
we can read a book or the newspaper. Our children can do their
homework after the sun goes down. Because of a simple light, we
are able to maintain an educated lifestyle. The electric lamp does
not give off volatile fumes that put us at risk of illness or death.
Think for a moment how frustrated we become when there is a
power outage in the evening; we light a few candles or switch on
a flashlight or two, but if the outage lasts more than a few minutes,
we become bored and frustrated, over what is really a mere
inconvenience. Unfortunately, a quarter of the world lives without
light; studies show that between 1.2 and 1.4 billion people live
Missionaries of Mary Mother of the Poor, founded by Father
without electricity.
Fernando Suarez. During this visit, Nancy and John gave a light
So what could she do? Nancy decided that she could act on
to a family with seven children, who live one day at a time simply
a local level; she went home and designed a portable, solarby the father’s ability to provide whatever fish he may catch. The
powered LED lantern that she could distribute to communities
next morning, checking back with that family, Nancy learned that
around the world that survive by kerosene and have little or no
the wife had extended her own ability to maintain a livelihood by
access to electricity. Nancy and her husband, whose business
staying up several hours past dark and whittling enough bamboo
happens to be commercial LED lighting, put their heads and
sticks by the bright light of the LED lantern to sell at market and
resources together, listening to God the whole way.
earn back what pesos she might have spent in kerosene that night.
Eventually, they created the non-profit organization, Watts of Love,
Nancy and John realized how this simple creation can
in order to facilitate the production and distribution of the lights. The
change a life literally overnight. Another of their lights went to
road has not been easy; this labor of love takes up much of her
a family up in the mountains who are so poor they eat salt for
time, especially now that she has begun traveling in order to bring
dinner. The mother only has a third-grade education, and one of
the lights directly to communities that need them. With five children
the daughters has a heart condition and her health was failing.
at home, she struggles with balancing their needs and the needs of
In addition, the children all had the terrible cough associated
the organization. However, constant prayer and a fervent desire to
with kerosene exposure.
change the effects of poverty keep her charged with energy.
The couple returned to Downers Grove and worked to get
In February 2013, Nancy and John traveled to the small island
the original shipment through customs. At last, boxes of lights
of Iling, off the coast of Occidental Mindoro, Philippines, thinking
arrived at the seminary on Iling.
that they were delivering 1,000 newly manufactured lights. They
In the spring, I decided to
brought several sample lights in their luggage and hoped that the
accompany Nancy as she returned
large order would be waiting for them on the island. However, the
to teach the people how to use
shipment never cleared customs, so they were left in a difficult
this simple, yet powerful, piece
situation. They were able to give away the few lights they had
of equipment. The brothers had
brought in suitcases, and they were irrevocably changed by the
done some preliminary work,
people they met and the stories they learned.
developing a contract that would
They stayed with a community of religious brothers: The
accompany each light and
For more information, go to www.wattsoflove.org or call 630.835.8444.
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Nancy Economou stands next to Filipino villagers.

Think for a moment how
frustrated we become when there
is a power outage in the evening ...
Unfortunately, a quarter of the world
lives without light; studies show that
between 1.2 and 1.4 billion people live
without electricity.”
determining which families most needed a light right now. The
contract outlines how the light should be cared for, protected,
not traded or sold, and how the family can “give back” to the
church with their time and talent. The lights are a gift, from
the Watts of Love Foundation, and from the Brothers of the
Missionaries of Mary Mother of the Poor (MMMP).
No one on the island, population 36,000, lives with electricity.
There is no medical care. There are no roads, and the few vehicles
are motorized bicycles. Prior to our arrival, the brothers tried to
determine the best method for teaching the people about the
lights; Nancy and I tried to imagine teaching scenarios as we made
our way through almost 24 hours of flights and boat rides to reach
Iling. Nothing prepared us for what we actually ended up doing.
Each morning, late afternoon, and night, in stifling, brainmelting heat of 120 degrees, we walked from hut to hut,
across the island. Our entourage consisted of a photographer, a
videographer, a film crew from CBN Asia (Christian Broadcast
Network), who were doing a story on Nancy’s efforts, at least
one of the brothers (Brother Polie), and a handful of curious
children. Our guides, Bencyl and Egay, were local men who
had been designated by the MMMP brothers to seek out the
poorest of the poor to receive these first lights.
As we entered each home – simple bamboo huts, most
with dirt floors – Brother Polie would introduce each of us and
explain the reason for our visit. Then Nancy or I would teach the
family how to use the light. Mostly we dealt with women who
were either widowed, abandoned, or left to care for their families
while the husbands were farming or fishing. After the lesson,
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Brother Polie explained the contract and would begin praying
with the family. We laid hands on whomever was nearby, and the
recipients often cried in gratitude. At the core of this prayer was
the message that God has not forgotten them; God sees them
and loves them and wants their lives to improve. As moving as
the experience was for the light recipients, I can say that my life
has been changed forever by what I saw and whom I met. For
an entire week, I was face to face with God, and I understood the
beauty and importance of each of His people.
The average cost of kerosene among the families is about 50
cents (or, 20 pesos); given that a light that costs nothing each
day, Nancy’s hope is that families will learn to save their pesos and
be able to purchase rice, or repair their huts. The lights are bright
enough to extend work hours and learning time, thereby increasing
opportunity for both adults and children to improve their lives a
little at a time. During our last day on Iling, a woman and a little
girl came down from the mountain to find Nancy. It was the family
from her first visit, who had been eating salt for dinner. We learned
that this “uneducated” woman had understood Nancy’s lesson
and had begun actually saving her pesos. She saved enough that
she could now afford to purchase rice for their meals. As a result,
the sickly daughter, who was with her this afternoon, had begun to
grow in strength and size. And her coughing had ceased. Much
to our delight, we also learned that the daughter was using the
lamp at night to stay up and write – she wrote her name over and
over again, something she could not do by light of kerosene. This
success story is just one example of the illuminating change that
comes about from the addition of light in a life.
So what’s next? Nancy and Watts of Love hope to change
the world, one light at a time. How can we help? By doing what
Nancy did; we start with small steps, on a local level. As the
principal of a small diocesan school, I presented our story to my
students and asked them what we can do. Their answers were
simple, yet filled with power:
• Pray – for the people of Iling, the people of the world who
still need light, and for Watts of Love
•D
 onate – you can donate to Watts of Love and know that
your donation will directly help someone. Each light costs
about $30 to manufacture and transport to its final destination,
but a donation of $15 can make a huge difference. Our
schools can take up collections, our parishes can help. Ask
your friends to donate instead of giving you birthday presents,
organize a walkathon or make a monthly pledge.
• Corporate Sponsors – Watts of Love needs corporate
sponsors to help underwrite the administrative cost of operating
its non-profit. A company can change its lighting to efficient LED
lighting using John's company (www.aureoleLED.com) and
pledge a portion of their annual energy savings and become a
Watts of Love sponsor or corporate partner.
Watts of Love has just returned from Haiti and the next goal
is Mozambique. There are more than a billion people around
the globe in total darkness whose lives would be dramatically
changed if they only had access to safe and sustainable light.
Story by Lisa Smith, principal at St. Dennis Catholic
School in Lockport.
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Catholicity and Unity

T

he attributes of the Church that we affirm in
the Creed: one, holy, catholic and apostolic
include two attributes that seem hard to
reconcile – one and catholic. Catholic, in Greek,
means “universal.” Especially in our day, we
have a hard time imagining a truth that can be genuinely
universal, meaning that it applies to every human being,
yet without sacrificing the uniqueness and authentic
diversity of individuals.
We rightly fear unity without diversity
as this conjures up images of history
created by totalitarian systems, like the
Nazis or the Soviet Communists, in
which one-ness was imposed by forcing
everyone into a mold, seeking to fashion
a kind of robotic clone and systematically
eliminating diversity. The repulsion that
wells up in us at these images comes from
our sense that any authentic humanity
must maintain a significant degree of
diversity.
On the other hand, diversity without
unity is similarly repulsive, even hellish.

If our individual uniqueness cannot be
bridged and brought into unity with
others, we would remain isolated and
fundamentally misunderstood. No one
would be able to enjoy our unique
self-expressions. Our uniqueness would
remain fruitless, not bringing about
joy and delight in the hearts of others.
To carry this into eternity would be an
experience of hell, an endless agony of
isolation, alienation and barrenness.
What brings unity and diversity
together is a communion of love in
Christ lived out in the Church. In his

Wednesday audiences, Pope Francis has
offered us various images of the Church
drawn from the Second Vatican Council's
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church,
Lumen Gentium. As a part of each one
of these audiences, he considered this
wonderful aspect of the Church – unity
in diversity. He recognized that it requires
hard work and determination and
willingness to go out of ourselves. Let us
consider each of these images along with
Pope Francis's practical challenges, and
then conclude with some insights from
his first encyclical, Lumen Fidei.
In his first audience in this series, Pope
Francis spoke of the People of God. He
asked a series of questions to help us
understand that everyone is welcome to be
part of the People of God; our membership
comes through baptism and as members
we are called to live by the law of love.
The law of love is the source of unity
among the diverse members of the People
of God, as Pope Francis explains; this is
a "love, however, which is not fruitless
sentimentality or something vague, but
which is the recognition of God as the
only Lord of life and, at the same time,
the welcoming of others as true brothers
and sisters, overcoming divisions, rivalries,
misunderstandings, and selfishness; the
two things go together" (Wednesday
Audience, June 12, 2013). Then Pope
Francis challenged us concretely and gave
us a way to move toward greater unity:
"Let's do something today. Perhaps all of us
have those whom we like and [those whom
we] dislike; perhaps many of us are a little
angry with someone; let us then say to the
Lord: Lord, I am angry with this person or
that one, but I will pray for him or for her.
Praying for those with whom we are angry
is a beautiful step in this law of love. Can we
take it [this step]? Let us take it today."
The next image the Holy Father
considered was the Church as the Body
of Christ. In a living body, along with
the necessity of the members being united
to the head (in the case of the Church this

For more information on the Year of Faith in the Diocese, please visit www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yearoffaith/
Interview by Carlos Briceño
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One who loves realizes that love is an experience of
truth, that it opens our eyes to see reality in a new
way, in union with the beloved. ... It is a relational way of
viewing the world, which then becomes a form of shared
knowledge, vision through the eyes of another and a shared
vision of all that exists.”

means Christ), the Holy Father spoke about
the unity that the members must preserve
among one another. To achieve this goal,
the pope gives a concrete challenge: pray
for greater unity and avoid gossip. He
proclaimed, "In order to live, body and
members must be united! ... All united, all
united with our differences, but united just
the same: this is the way of Jesus. Unity is
greater than conflicts. Unity is a grace that we
must ask from the Lord to free us from the
temptations of division, of conflicts among
us, of selfishness, and gossip. How much evil
gossip causes, how much evil! Never gossip
about others, never! How much damage is
caused to the Church by divisions among
Christians, by being biased, and by petty
interests!" (June 19, 2013)
A third image taken up by Pope Francis
is the Temple of God. Here the pope
teaches us about the equal importance
of each living stone, saying, "No one is
secondary. No one is the most important
person in the Church; we are all equal in
God’s eyes. Some of you might say 'Listen,
Mr. Pope, you are not our equal.' Yes, I
am like each one of you, we are all equal,
we are brothers and sisters! No one is
anonymous: we all both constitute and
build the Church. This also invites us to
reflect on the fact that, if the brick of our
Christian life goes missing, the beauty
of the Church loses something. Some
people say 'I have nothing to do with the
Church'; but in this way the brick of a
life in this beautiful Temple is left out. No
one can go away; we must all bring the
Church our life, our heart, our love, our
thought and our work: all of us together"
(June 26, 2013). Here we see that, not
only are we welcome, not only can God
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bring unity from diversity, but each
person’s presence contributes something
beautiful, something important,
something necessary. Pope Francis
challenges us to see ourselves and others
in that light – not superfluous, not merely
tolerated, but beautiful, important and
necessary in the diverse unity of persons
God is fashioning in His Church.
In his encyclical, Pope Francis takes yet
another approach. He speaks about the
quest for truth and how we advance on
that quest for truth when we learn to see
the world through the eyes of another.
That new vision opens up to us when we
begin to love. Each individual love for our
brothers and sisters expands our vision. All
the individual loves are united and raised
up in our love for God. “One who loves
realizes that love is an experience of truth,
that it opens our eyes to see reality in a new
way, in union with the beloved. ... It is a
relational way of viewing the world, which
then becomes a form of shared knowledge,
vision through the eyes of another and a
shared vision of all that exists.” (#27)
He elaborates further and relates
this explicitly to God’s love saying, “...
the experience of love shows us that a
common vision is possible, for through
love we learn how to see reality through
the eyes of others, not as something
which impoverishes but instead enriches
our vision. Genuine love, after the fashion
of God’s love, ultimately requires truth,
and the shared contemplation of the
truth which is Jesus Christ enables love to
become deep and enduring.” (#47)
In these reflections on unity in diversity
given by Pope Francis, we begin to see
the possibility of a truth that is one and
universal. The pathway to unity in this one
truth is the love that unites us in one Church.
Living that love for everyone is hard work,
requiring us to pray for our enemies, to
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avoid gossip, to pray for unity, to appreciate
the beauty that each one brings, to open
our vision and see the world the eyes of
God and of others. Our love for God fuels
and directs this effort and makes it possible.
Pope Benedict XVI said it beautifully in his
first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est. “Love of
neighbor is thus shown to be possible in
the way proclaimed by the Bible, by Jesus.
It consists in the very fact that, in God and
with God, I love even the person whom I
do not like or even know. This can only take
place on the basis of an intimate encounter
with God, an encounter which has become
a communion of will, even affecting my
feelings. Then I learn to look on this other
person not simply with my eyes and my
feelings, but from the perspective of Jesus
Christ. His friend is my friend. Going
beyond exterior appearances, I perceive in
others an interior desire for a sign of love,
of concern. This I can offer them not only
through the organizations intended for such
purposes, accepting it perhaps as a political
necessity. Seeing with the eyes of Christ, I can
give to others much more than their outward
necessities; I can give them the look of love
which they crave.” (#18)
May we find in Jesus Christ the one,
catholic Truth. May we find in Jesus
Christ the way to living that truth in love.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks,
a Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. He
is a program
manager and
host for “We Are
One Body” radio
network, which
records podcasts
of Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon’s
thoughts every
week.

Bishop Romeo Blanchette, the second
bishop of the diocese, during the
dedication of St. Scholatica Church.

More Than 50 Years Later,
St. Scholastica Continues
to Thrive

T

he good ol’ days. Everyone
remembers them. For St.
Scholastica, those days started
in 1962, when the parish was
established. Here’s how Father
John Kloepfer recalled what it was like
after he was appointed by Bishop Martin
D. McNamara, the Diocese of Joliet’s first
bishop, to be the founding pastor of St.
Scholastica, located in Woodridge: “The
first houses were national homes – prefab, up in a day, and about $15,000 on the
average. The Kaufmans owned the Sewer
and Water works, and beer was cheaper
than water!” wrote Father Kloepfer in a
booklet produced by the parish last year
as part of its 50th-year anniversary
celebration. “There was one grocery store
in Woodridge. For shopping or
entertainment one had to travel.”

Starting a parish in those days was, at times, a truly missionary
experience. Father Kloepfer said that he had a plan in case things
did not work out in establishing a successful parish. A public
school was located near the parish, so the school could end up
using the space the parish was inhabiting at the time if the parish
failed to grow in size, he said. The first home for the parish was
the Woodridge School gymnasium – now known as the Murphy
School – which was turned into a place of worship on Sundays
and holy days, when Masses were held there. The gym was used a
lot on Sundays. After the second liturgy, the chairs would be turned
in the opposite direction so that Lutheran attendees of the Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church, which also was at the beginning of its
formation, could attend a service there. Then, after that service
ended, the Lutherans would turn their chairs back again, toward
the altar, for the Catholic parish’s last Mass of the day.
Back then, the deal the diocese had made was, once the
parish reached 300 families, it could start building: a house for
the pastor and his father; a house for three Benedictine nuns
and two houses for classrooms, Father Kloepfer said.
St. Scholastica did end up attracting more and more families, so,
in 1963, the parish was granted permission to build a permanent
school and a temporary church. That led to the construction in
1964 of the present-day school, which teaches children from
kindergarten to the 8th grade. The multi-purpose school gym
also doubled as a temporary church, with the first Mass being
celebrated there at midnight on Christmas Eve in 1964. More
buildings were added, and more milestones were reached as time
went by. The rectory was built in 1965. The first confirmation
class of 72 pupils was confirmed in 1966. The current church
was completed in 1980, but, because of a growing congregation,
was enlarged to its current size and rededicated in 1990 by
Father Thomas Sularz, who was the pastor at the time.
Over the years, the school and religious education program,
along with many organizations, have contributed to the success
and mission of the parish. These include the Council of
Catholic Women; the Robert P. Connelly Knights of Columbus
Council, #5918, and the Ladies Auxiliary; the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul; the Daybreak Transitional Housing of St.
Scholastica, which was started in 1994 and provides housing
and support for homeless families; and the West Suburban
Community Pantry, which originated at St. Scholastica and was
called the Woodridge Community Pantry.
Today, the parish serves more than 2,800 member families.
That’s quite a change from the good ol’ days, but a couple who
remembers some of those days, and were part of the steering
committee that coordinated various anniversary events last year for
the parish, said the events showed how the church has played an
important part in the lives of so many individuals and families.
“We saw the spirit of the parish as very strong and vibrant,”
said Mary Campbell, who, along with her husband, Clem, have
been parishioners at St. Scholastica since 1969.
Clem continued: “At our dinner dance, for example, we had
over 300 people who came, including more than 30 of our former
priests, sisters, and deacons. Some of them taught in our school,
and some have coordinated programs in our parish. We heard from
our founding pastor, and we had founding parishioners share their
Story by Carlos Briceño
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Feature Story

stories. Everyone came
together in prayer and
thanksgiving, celebrating
the many, many wonderful
things that have occurred in
our parish, making it what it
is today.”
“The parish, for us and
many others, is the hub,”
Mary said. “It’s the nucleus
of our daily living. I taught
in the parish school, where
our children attended, for
about 20 years. Strong
friendships developed with
parish families which carry
on today with us and our children. The cycle of life continues,
centered around the church.”
After attending Mass, celebrating sacraments, participating
in many parish activities and serving in leadership roles, the
Campbells see St. Scholastica as a vital, important part of their life.
That viewpoint is echoed by others at the parish, as well.
“The anniversary celebrations enhanced our belief in our parish
and the people who have been and are a part of the St. Scholastica
community of faith,” said Henry Ristic, who, along with his wife,
Marilyn, were the co-chairs of the 50th Anniversary Steering
Committee. “The celebrations served to reunite everyone.”
Ed Full – who, with his wife, Judy, coordinated several
anniversary events – said the parish has always been a
welcoming community, but the anniversary events really helped
to strengthen that spirit of unity – with an eye toward the future.
“What we saw happening was that everyone pulled together
and the bonds became stronger,” Ed said. “There have always
been those bonds, but there was a stronger sense of belonging,
as we reached back into our past, while thinking about the
present, and looking to the future.”
Kathy Nartnick, who coordinated the senior luncheon, said,
“We’ve always had a strong feeling of being together, but the
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50th anniversary seemed
to empower us to be
stronger. The seniors
didn’t realize until they got
together for one of their
events how important
the 50th was, and after
attending, how happy
they were to be there and
just re-living the past 50
years – people who have
been in the parish since
the beginning; people
who have worked
here and then left
to move on to other
“Each generation helped
situations, and they
came back.”
shape St. Scholastica to
As pastor of St.
Scholastica, Father
what it is today and laid
Norbert Raszeja, CR,
a foundation for what it
recognizes that the
parish was begun in
can be tomorrow.”
a humble way, but
his prayer is that this
sense of humility
continues as the parish moves forward, more than 50 years later.
“St. Scholastica Parish may have begun 50 years ago, but the
building of the ‘living stones’ and all its activities still continues,”
said Father Raszeja. “Each generation added another layer to
this living temple. Each generation helped shape St. Scholastica
to what it is today and laid a foundation for what it can be
tomorrow. We’ve stopped to celebrate and acknowledge the
past, but we always have an eye toward the future. To look at
our past is to recognize the talents of so many fine parishioners
who volunteered to establish the fine programs found at St.
Scholastica Parish. Nor should we forget the priests and sisters
who offered spiritual leadership and counsel.”

Diocesan-wide Jobs’ Ministry to Help Those
Looking for Work

O

ver the past several years, the weak
economy has led to a higher-than-normal
amount of those in the Diocese of Joliet
who are unemployed, underemployed, or
have simply given up looking for work.
Apart from the obvious financial impact on each family,
unemployment affects families emotionally,
psychologically, and even spiritually. This then bleeds
into the well-being of our parishes.

More than a year ago, Helping Our
Neighbor In Need (HNIN), a jobs’ ministry
based out of Our Lady of Mercy Parish in
Aurora, decided that it wanted to do more
than help its own parishioners. HNIN
called a meeting of parish representatives
to explore the possibility of working
collectively across the diocese to help
more people. Seventeen parishes met to
share what they were doing to help the
unemployed and to offer support to parishes
that wanted to build a jobs’ ministry.

During the meeting it became clear that
there are many meaningful employment
and job-related services around the
diocese, particularly in the larger parishes.
Some of the employment and job-related
services include employment-search
resources, transition resources, guidance,
coaching, and training information.
However, the lack of coordination among
the parishes with ministries minimized the
impact of those ministries, in part because
their resources were not known outside

their own parishes. In addition, there were
many parishes without such ministries.
The consensus reached in the meeting was
that our cause would be greatly enhanced
by support from the diocese.
An executive steering committee was
formed to gain this support for a diocesan
jobs’ ministry. It has lay people and
deacons from members of the 17 parishes
that originally attended the jobs’ forum.
The committee members include Jim
Gamache and Christine Kieta from Our
Lady of Mercy in Aurora; Deacon Jim
Breen from St. Thomas the Apostle in
Naperville; William Matte from St. Michael
in Wheaton; and Deacon Andy Cirmo
from St. Elizabeth Seton in Naperville.
The committee met, prayed, and
developed a strategy to address this
need at the diocesan level. It presented
its vision to diocesan officials and
received its endorsement, along with
the recommendation that a member of
Catholic Charities join the executive

Story by Deacon Andy Cirmo, a parishioner at St. Elizabeth Seton Parish in Naperville
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steering committee as it was simultaneously
working toward a similar goal of developing
a job board and a website. The committee
then expanded to include Ron Madsen,
who is a job coach with Catholic Charities
and who has been instrumental in creating
our website and job board.
Working hand-in-hand with Catholic

Charities, the committee created the
Diocesan Employment Resource Center
– or DERC. This included adding more
material to the employment resources’
link on the diocesan website. For those
who are unemployed, this website
is intended to be a comprehensive
information resource for job and career

Helping the Unemployed

While Being Unemployed

J

im Gamache is a parishioner at Our Lady of Mercy in
Aurora. Several years ago, he went through some
personal trials. He got divorced. He lost his job. But,
he also re-discovered his faith. He started attending
daily Mass and Eucharistic Adoration. He still hasn’t
found a job yet, but he has found a ministry. The
first jobs’ ministry was at his parish, and it is called
“Helping Our Neighbor in Need.” He was also one of the
founders of a jobs’ ministry in the diocese – the Diocesan
Employment Resource Center. In an interview with Carlos
Briceño, he talks about the path that led to him coming up
with the idea for the ministries.

I had a very successful 30-year career
with a major transportation company.
After 30 years, I had the opportunity to
take my dream job, and I actually left that
company. For some time, my wife and
I had been having marital difficulties, so
when this opportunity came about, moving
from Ohio to Philadelphia, I looked at it as
a new start for us. At least I had that in my
mind, thinking we would be able to patch
up our differences and have a healthier
relationship with this great opportunity
adding to our happiness. However, the
first week at my new job, I received a call
from my wife, saying not only was she not
coming to house hunt, but that she was
filing divorce papers. Unbelievably, too,
my sister had been seriously injured after
being hit by a car. I also had an uncle, my
godfather, pass away a month later. So
there I was, in Philadelphia, by myself.
This was all in 2007.
Soon after I arrived at my new
company, although having recently exited
from bankruptcy, I realized they were still
in a lot of trouble. Fast forward here: within
a year, the company was going through
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another bankruptcy, and I lost that job.
After a 30-year career, I now was out of
work for the first time. This was in 2008,
right at the height of the economic crisis.
Having spent my career living all around
the country, but not near my family in
Illinois and having elderly parents and a
dear sister nearby, I moved back to Illinois.
With a divorce in progress and my parents
in and out of the hospital, the rest of 2008
and 2009 was a difficult period for me. It
was kind of a blur. We ended up placing
my parents in a nursing home. Although
my father ended up passing away in March
2010, I did have some very special
time with them, and my mother is
still with us, a joy to all.
After deriving a lot of
satisfaction from a career and
family, I no longer had family. I
no longer had a career and the
house and all that goes along
with it. I was suffering. I
was suffering a great
deal. My sister kept
encouraging me to
do several things: to
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searches, including a jobs’ board.
The work is just beginning. The
committee needs more resources from the
parishes and parishioners of the diocese.
It needs volunteers to provide resource
materials that touch on job-related needs,
to identify available support and transition
services, and to submit helpful articles for

parish bulletins and to post on DERC’s
website. With this help, DERC will be
equipped to solicit major employers in the
diocese for listings of available jobs and
other resources.
In addition to the support it will
provide directly to the unemployed, the
website will include a listing of individual

parish job ministries and contacts for
each. This will allow parishes without
ministries to reach out to others for advice
and support in creating one.
This effort is community improvement
and charitable outreach at its best. If
we pool our resources – sharing our
gifts as we are taught – and use today’s

communication technology to help each
other we can accomplish great things
and help many people. Together, we are
confident that we can make a difference.
For more information, contact the
DERC committee by sending an email to
derc@cc-doj.org or go to the following
website: www.dioceseofjoliet.org/derc.

go to church, to be more active in church,
to meet people. I was trying to find the right
church, and it took me a little while, but I
ended up joining Our Lady of Mercy [in
Aurora]. I had been going to Sunday Mass,
but I just started to participate more. She
felt that there was more to gain with the
people who were there. Her belief was it
would lead me down a better path, rather
than feeling sorry for myself, drinking too
much, being depressed. She strongly
recommended that I get counseling too.
So, I started going to daily Mass, and
I did get some counseling. The spiritual
and emotional support I received made
a difference. By going to church every
day, it gave me a fresh outlook. It gave
me a reason in the beginning to get up in
the morning, rather than lying in bed. So
I started to meet some people gradually.
While at Mass, and still out of work, I heard
about other people who had lost their jobs
and were suffering, and I felt their pain.
Although unemployed myself, I realized
that, in most cases, their circumstances
were far worse than mine. As I was there
at Mass, I was praying, and I asked, “Dear,
Lord, if you help me find a job, I will help
others find work.” Our Lady of Mercy
didn’t have any support mechanism for
those who were unemployed. I knew we
had many unemployed or underemployed
people sitting amongst us at church, but no
one ever talked about it.
During this time I started to
go to adoration on Mondays.
In combination with those
things – going to daily Mass
and adoration – one day as
I prayed, I said, “Ok, I know
what You are telling me, Lord.
I need to take some action.
I’m not working, but I
certainly can help
my neighbor.” That
is how it came
about in naming

our job ministry: “Helping Our Neighbor
in Need.” So I approached Deacon Tim
Kueper one day in the parking lot, and he
listened to my idea, and he said, “Sure,
maybe we can do something together.”
We went through the process of forming
a committee. I spoke at all the Masses
in November of 2010 about our need
to help our out-of-work neighbors. We
started our own jobs’ ministry, very small,
but with the idea to assist those who are
out of work by helping them network and
connecting them with people who knew of
available jobs. Talking to them, giving them
guidance and, hopefully, giving them the
encouragement and strength to keep going
day to day. As a committee, we prayed for
them. We put articles in the bulletin, such
as “best tips for job seekers” and “ideas for
resumes.” Small things but with the intent
to let people know there was some help
available. Over time I realized that the need
was massive and could be overwhelming in
terms of trying to help people. I knew there
were some other job ministries – ones
at St. Mary Immaculate in Plainfield and
St. Thomas the Apostle in Naperville, for
instance. I attended some of their sessions,
and I realized they were far more advanced
than ours, and, yet, in talking to people who
were running those ministries, they had
stayed within the boundaries of their parish.
I called the diocesan offices to see how
many parish job ministries were in the
diocese. No one really knew, and I asked
people at the St. Thomas and St. Mary
Immaculate job ministries, and although they
were able to name a few more, I realized
nothing had been coordinated on a larger
scale. So I talked to our committee about
holding a forum where we would contact
all the parishes in the diocese and hold a
Saturday meeting where we could bring
interested people together and share best
practices and knowledge and find out where
these ministries were. We went about that
effort, and with a couple of volunteers we

called every parish in the diocese.
On May 5, 2012, we held a forum
at Our Lady of Mercy, with 17 parishes
represented, nine of which had
existing job ministries, and eight with
representatives that were interested in
starting one. From that meeting, I decided
to form a steering committee with a few
of the participants from the forum. We
met several times and soon realized we
could, if we put our collective resources
together, touch all the unemployed in the
diocese, share the work we do with other
parishes, and help them start their own
job ministries. By doing that, collectively,
we could be much more effective and
impactful in our efforts to help the
unemployed. Now, after much work by
many, that vision is coming to fruition.
At all stages of your life, you like to
say, “Oh, I’m a strong Catholic.” I had a
Catholic grade school and high school
education. I went to Sunday Mass faithfully.
I participated, but I was too busy with my
career and doing other things. Although
I’ve had a couple of positions that lasted
several months, I’ve basically been
unemployed for five years, although I do
have some very good prospects right now.

It wasn’t until I was going to daily Mass,
saying the rosary, going to adoration,
making prayer a much more important part
of my life – knowing that as a person I have
many weaknesses – and through prayer,
try to ask for the strength and courage to
overcome those weaknesses and to try to
do His will each and every day.
My life has changed. You know what’s
amazing, it’s the old story: you get more
than what you give. It’s so very true. You
end up being around good people, and
those good people rub off on you. They
help you when you have your weak
moments and your challenges, and they get
you through difficult times. To me that is the
most humbling aspect of this. The Diocesan
Employment Resource Center Committee
members are faithful people. There are
three deacons; and two other members
who have very strong faiths. I have derived
many graces from them. They and my daily
Mass friends have become angels in my
life. I’ll say this, I like this person a lot better
than the other person [I used to be]. I’d
still like to find a career challenge, and in
time that will come, but I’ve also promised
that the way I am now won’t change. I will
continue in my faith journey.
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Things to Do
Informational Sessions
Regarding Diaconate Formation
to be Held in Late August
The Diocese of Joliet will be holding
informational sessions regarding the
diaconate in late August on the following
dates and at the following locations:
• Aug. 22: Christ the King Parish in
Lombard, 7 p.m.
• Aug. 26: St. Teresa Parish in
Kankakee, 7 p.m.
• Aug. 28 (in English): St. Charles
Pastoral Center in Romeoville, 7 p.m.
• Aug. 30 (in Spanish): St. Charles
Pastoral Center in Romeoville, 7 p.m.
Anyone interested in applying to the
diaconate formation class of 2018
should attend one of these information
sessions. If married, the potential
applicant’s wife should attend with
her husband. Instruction on how to
apply will be given at the information
sessions. For more information, go to
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/diaconate/.

St. Patrick’s Parish to Celebrate
175th Anniversary with a Mass
The oldest parish in the diocese, St.
Patrick’s in Joliet, will be holding a Mass
in honor of its 175th anniversary on Sept.
7 at 4:30 p.m. with Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon presiding. After the Mass, there
will be a dinner and entertainment, with
music and dancing. For more information,
go to www.stpatsjoliet.com.

Wedding Anniversary Mass to be
Held in Early September
The 35th annual diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass – for those
celebrating their 25th, 50th and over
50th anniversaries – will be celebrated
at 2 p.m. on Sept. 8 at the Cathedral
of St. Raymond in Joliet. Please watch
your parish bulletin for registration
information. Or, call your parish office
or call the Office of Family Ministry at
815.838.5334 to register.

The Society of St. James Award
to Hold Annual Awards Banquet
The Missionary Society of St. James
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the Apostle will be holding its annual
awards banquet on Sept. 9 at the
Drury Lane in Oakbrook Terrace.
Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres will
be at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m.
Receiving awards from the Diocese
of Joliet will be Father Michael E.
Danek, CR, pastor of Holy Trinity
Parish in Westmont and Father John D.
Sullivan, a senior priest at St. Petronille
Parish in Glen Ellyn Parish. The
Missionary Society of St. James the
Apostle, founded by Cardinal Richard
Cushing in 1958, is an international
organization of diocesan missionary
priests who volunteer a minimum
of five years of their priestly lives to
service in Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador.
For more information, contact John
Racilla at 630.751.4532 or Dan
Chorney at 630.964.2075.

Theology of the Body Workshop
to be Held on Sept. 20
A Theology of the Body workshop to
teach those who work with junior high
school students will be held on Sept.
20 at the St. Charles Pastoral Center
in Romeoville from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
(Theology of the Body is Blessed Pope
John Paul II's integrated vision of the
human person – body, soul, and spirit.)
Those who should attend include
principals, teachers, priests, directors
of religious education, catechists,
deacons, youth ministers, campus
ministers, parents and anyone who
works with junior high students. Cost
is $45. Call 815.834.4075 or email
layformation@dioceseofjoliet.org
for more information.

Pro-Life Conference to be Held
on Sept. 7
A pro-life prayer, breakfast and
conference will be held at the St.
Charles Pastoral Center, Romeoville,
on Sept. 7 from 8 a.m. - noon. The
keynote speaker will be Chad Judice.
Break-out session topics include “Being
Pro-Life & Responding to In Vitro
Fertilization” and “HHS Mandate –
What it Means for Illinois.” Cost is $20,
due by Aug. 23. Contact Alexandra
Fedosenko at 815.834.4065 or at
prolife@dioceseofjoliet.org.
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Local news continued...

Footsteps of St. Paul Pilgrimage to
Celebrate the Year of Faith
Last October Pope Benedict XVI
announced a Year of Faith – a call to
renewal of our faith, a call to rediscover
the beauty of our faith, a call to a
renewed conversion to the Lord, a call
to look at how and why we practice
our faith. From Oct. 13–24, 2013,
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon will be the
spiritual director for a pilgrimage
journeying as St. Paul did to Corinth,
Ephesus, Antioch (where we were first
called Christians), and Tarsus – the
birthplace of St. Paul. Stand in the great
amphitheater where St. Paul spoke to
the Ephesians. Visit Derbe, where Paul
and Barnabas preached Christianity,
and much more. The final two days will
be spent in Jerusalem and Bethlehem.
“This is an opportunity to have the
Scriptures come alive,” said Natalie
Bayci, the diocesan coordinator for the
University Mission to the Philippines.
She has led 15 mission trips to Sucre,
Bolivia and six to Bacolod in the
Philippines and will be the pilgrimage’s
coordinator. “I can guarantee that when
you return you will hear the Scriptures
in a new way. Having been to the Holy
Land and journeyed with Paul, my
ears and heart perk up when I hear
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, and I find
myself back in Ephesus with those early
Christians hearing his words.” The cost
of the 12-day pilgrimage is $3,098.
It includes air, accommodations, most
meals and a three-day cruise. For more
information, please contact Natalie
Bayci at nbayci@dioceseofjoliet.org
or call 815.254.7556.

Statement of Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon Regarding the Recent
United States Supreme Court
Decisions on the Defense of
Marriage Act
“The U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions
on June 26 regarding marriage further
erode what, for two centuries, has been
this country’s dependence for its laws on
a moral code embedded in the religious
convictions of the people. As with its
tragic decision on abortion forty years
ago, the Court, in striking down DOMA,

Mission Possible:
University Students Help
the Poor around the World

T

he Year of Faith calls us to a New
Evangelization, which is another way of saying
those who are followers of Christ are called to
be formed in the faith, celebrate the faith and
be witnesses to the ends of the earth,
proclaiming the Good News to all people everywhere,
starting with those in our own Church.
The Diocese of Joliet with its Partnership
in Mission program has been trying to
live these goals for the past 20 years by
serving the people of God who live in
extreme poverty. That service comes in
many different ways through medical care,
building a home or a school, providing
educational and religious materials, food,
clothing and much more. The mission
teams do not just go for two weeks, but
they form a partnership with the local
bishop and community leaders. They
continue to return year after year to help to
make a difference that will be sustainable.
They preach the Gospel at all times,
and, as Saint Francis said, sometimes
they use words. The missionaries of the
Diocese of Joliet – by their presence in
Bolivia, the Philippines, Kenya or with the
Navajo Indians in our country – witness to
the people there that they have not been
forgotten by their brothers and sisters who

share their faith. “The deeds you do may
be the only sermon some people will hear
today,” Saint Francis once said.
For 17 years, university students
from our three Catholic Universities –
Benedictine, Lewis and St. Francis, along
with other area colleges – have traveled to
Sucre, Bolivia. In the past seven years they
have also begun to travel to Bacolod in the
Philippines. Their purpose is to help the
poor who live in extreme poverty. Before
leaving they spend time learning about
the culture where they will minister.
To be sensitive to the people they serve
is essential. The culture of Bolivia is
different than that of the Philippines.
Natives of these countries provide the
formation that is needed to raise our
awareness. Because of globalization and
the media, the countries that we serve are
very aware of our Western culture.
It may sound as if we are the givers, and

Last Word

they are the receivers, but, more often than
not, we receive more than we give. We
learn from their lifestyle that you do not
need a lot of material things to be happy.
The people we serve have a smile on their
faces and a song ready to burst forth. We
learn about their faith that has been tested
and challenged, about their hope that,
despite the problems of today, tomorrow
will be better. Most of all, they witness to
us unconditional love. They are the first to
share what little they have with all of us.
A few months ago, there was a terrible
fire near the village where we work. The
people of the village pooled what little
resources they had to help the next village.
One family had two kilos of rice, probably
enough for meals for a couple of days.
They gave one kilo to help. When asked,
“What will your family do, where will you
get more rice?” The response was, “God
will provide.” That is the type of love that
exists among the poor whom we serve. We
may provide a home for someone presently
homeless or clothing, school supplies,
etc., but they provide what money cannot
buy – faith, hope and love. “And now these
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13).
Story by Natalie Bayci, the diocesan
coordinator for university missions.

The Diocese of Joliet is looking for participants to join us for a mission to the Philippines. We need people with
medical and construction skills to serve on our trip to this Southeast Asian nation. Departure is scheduled for
Jan. 31, 2014, with a return date of Feb. 15, 2014. For more information, please call the Office of Human Dignity
at 815.834.4028 and ask for Bruce Carlson or Jeanne Pirc. Application forms may be found on our website:
www.paxjoliet.org/missions. Persons with warm hearts and willing hands are encouraged to apply. This is an
ecumenical event. Persons of all faiths are welcome.

has defined a new private right that
flies in the face, not just of traditional
religious belief, but fundamental,
common-sense perception operative
in every culture throughout human
history. This private right, allowing a new
definition of marriage, also harms the

common good of society.
Nevertheless, as disciples of Jesus
Christ and members of his Church,
we recognize that our beliefs come
through faith. Our faith relies on sacred
Scripture and the teaching tradition
of the Church, both of which are

guided by the Holy Spirit. Our beliefs
are not modified by decisions of the
government. So, humbly yet firmly,
we maintain our belief that ‘from the
beginning,’ as Jesus said, marriage
involves the loving and life-giving union
of a man and a woman.”
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