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Be Still and Know That I Am God

S

ome people will
see the adoption
of same-sex
marriage in Illinois
as a defeat for the
Church. But it really isn’t,
for two reasons.

First, the Church has no interest
in running the world. Like Christ, the
Church’s kingdom does not belong to
this world (although there have been
a few instances in history when she
seems to have forgotten this truth).
Second, the real loser is society
in general. Once again the personal
claims of the few have overridden
the common good, and the essential
institution of marriage has been
weakened further.
However, the Church is not an
exclusive organization whose members
meet in secret, oblivious to the world
outside. Her task is to fulfill the mission
of Christ: “Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them…

One part of
God’s message
we truly get: God loves
us. That tends to lead us
into thinking, then, that
surely God would not
deny us anything we
wanted, especially if that
thing is actually good or
if we have convinced
ourselves it is good."
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teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
Of course, not everyone wants to
be a disciple or to be baptized or to
observe all that Jesus commanded the
apostles. Before the coming of Christ,
God’s chosen people, the Israelites,
ignored the prophets time after time –
and paid a terrible price. The horrors
of the French and Russian revolutions,
as well as those of Nazism, included
the marginalizing or even the attempted
destruction of the Church. Henry VIII’s
redefinition of marriage resulted in the
execution of some his several wives
and the placing of himself at the head
of the church.
In the end, though, it is not the
Church and her message that are
rejected or, as is often attempted
these days, redefined, but God. This
is Original Sin repeated: “Here, have
some of this fruit. I know you want it.
God didn’t really mean what He said
about it.”
One part of God’s message we truly
get: God loves us. That tends to lead
us into thinking, then, that surely God
would not deny us anything we wanted,
especially if that thing is actually good
or if we have convinced ourselves it
is good. So, we get mad at God (and
His messengers), when He tells us that
certain things are bad or when bad
things happen to us. This is childish
behavior.
Child-like behavior, by contrast, is
exemplified by Mary and the other
saints and our Lord Himself. We
recognize that God’s love for us is
shown by His revealing the truth to
us, that truth which guides us through
life here on earth to our lasting home
in heaven, and by His providing other
spiritual and material gifts which make
the journey possible. Jesus and Mary
placed their lives in the Father’s hands
and fulfilled His will for them with
complete confidence in His love.
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Besides, God loves us in the
expectation that we will love Him
in return. You know, the first of the
two great commandments taught by
Jesus. (The proponents of samesex marriage only seem to manage
reference to people loving each other.)
As St. Augustine not only taught but
discovered the hard way, our hearts
will rest only when they rest in God.
That, after all, is the end for which God
created us.
The day after the Illinois House
of Representatives approved samesex marriage last month, I saw in
someone’s living room these words
from Scripture etched on the top of a
decorative box: “Be still and know that
I am God.” Great humility is required to
do that.
Great humility is also required
to speak God’s word, especially to
people who do not want to hear it or
who disagree with it. Yet, precisely
because God loves everyone, He
insists that His word be proclaimed.
These words of St. Paul to St. Timothy
apply today: “Proclaim the word; be
persistent whether it is convenient or
inconvenient; convince, reprimand,
encourage through all patience and
teaching. For the time will come when
people will not tolerate sound doctrine
but, following their own desires and
insatiable curiosity, will accumulate
teachers and will stop listening to the
truth and will be diverted to myths.
But you ... perform the work of an
evangelist; fulfill your ministry.”
The Catholic Church will stay faithful
to that responsibility, not in order to
win political battles but for the spiritual
victory of God’s beloved. It will do so
with love for God and all
people.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
December 2013
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lgunas
personas
verán la
aprobación del
matrimonio
del mismo sexo en Illinois
como una derrota para la
iglesia. Pero en la realidad
no lo es, por dos razones.

En primer lugar, la Iglesia no tiene
interés en dirigir el mundo. Al igual
que Cristo, el reino de la Iglesia no
pertenece a este mundo (aunque ha
habido algunos casos en la historia
cuando ella parece haber olvidado esta
verdad).
En segundo lugar, el verdadero
perdedor es la sociedad en general. Una
vez más las reclamaciones personales
de pocos han anulado el bien común y
la institución fundamental del matrimonio
se ha debilitado aún más.
Sin embargo, la iglesia no es una
organización exclusiva, cuyos miembros
se reúnen en secreto, ajeno al mundo
exterior. Su tarea es cumplir con la
misión de Cristo: “Por tanto, vayan y
hagan discípulos de todas las naciones,
bautizándolos... enseñándoles a
obedecer todo lo que les he mandado a
ustedes.” (Mateo 28:19-20)
Por supuesto, no todo el mundo
quiere ser un discípulo o bautizarse
u observar todo lo que Jesús les
encomendó a los apóstoles. Antes de
la venida de Cristo, El pueblo elegido
por Dios, los Israelitas, ignoraron a los
profetas una y otra vez – y pagaron
un precio terrible. Los horrores de
las revoluciones francesas y rusas,
así como los del nazismo, incluyó
la marginación o incluso hasta la
intenta destrucción de la Iglesia.
La redefinición del matrimonio por
Enrique VIII resultó en la ejecución de
varias de sus esposas y la colocación
de sí como la cabeza de la iglesia.
Al final, sin embargo, no es la
Iglesia y su mensaje que se rechazan
o, como a menudo se intenta estos
días, se redefine, pero Dios. Esto es
Pecado Original repetido: “He aquí,
toma de esta fruta. Sé que lo deseas.

Verdaderamente Dios no quiso decir lo
que él dijo de esto.”
Una parte del mensaje de Dios
que si entendemos: Dios nos ama.
Entonces, eso tiende a impulsarnos
en pensar, que en verdad Dios no
nos niega nada que queramos,
especialmente si lo que pedimos es
bueno o simplemente nos hemos
convencido que es bueno. De modo
que, nos enojamos con Dios (y Sus
mensajeros), cuando Él nos dice que
ciertas cosas son malas o cuando
ocurren cosas malas a nosotros. Esta
es una conducta infantil.
Comportamiento infantil, por el
contrario, es ejemplificada por María
y los demás Santos y nuestro Señor
mismo. Reconocemos que el amor
de Dios se demuestra a través de su
revelación a nosotros, esa verdad cual
nos guía en la travesía de la vida aquí
en la tierra hasta nuestra casa eterna
en los cielos, y por Su donación de
otros dones materiales y espirituales
que hacen nuestra jornada posible.
Jesús y Maria entregaron sus vidas
en las manos del Padre y cumplió
su voluntad para ellos con una plena
confianza en Su amor.
Además, Dios nos ama con la
expectativa que le amemos a cambio.
Ya sabes, el primero de los dos
grandes mandamientos que Jesús
enseñó. (Al parecer los defensores
de matrimonios del mismo sexo
solo hacen referencia al amor entre
personas.) Así como San Agustín
no solo enseñó pero difícilmente
descubrió, nuestros corazones solo
descansarán cuando descansen en
Dios. Esto, después de todo, es el fin
para el cual Dios nos creó.
El día después de que la Cámara de
Representantes de Illinois aprobó el
mes pasado el matrimonio del mismo
sexo, Vi en la antesala de alguien estas
palabras de la escritura grabadas en la
parte superior de una caja decorativa:
“Quédense quietos, reconozcan que
yo soy Dios.” Se requiere de gran
humildad para hacerlo.
Gran humildad también es necesaria
para hablar la palabra de Dios,
Especialmente a las personas que
no quieren escuchar o que están en

Una parte del
mensaje de
Dios que si entendemos:
Dios nos ama. Entonces,
eso tiende a impulsarnos
en pensar, que en verdad
Dios no nos niega nada
que queramos,
especialmente si lo que
pedimos es bueno o
simplemente nos hemos
convencido que es
bueno."
desacuerdo con ella. Sin embargo,
precisamente porque Dios ama a
todos, El insiste que Su palabra se
proclame. Estas palabras de San
Pablo a San Timoteo se aplican
hoy: “Proclama la Palabra de Dios,
insiste con ocasión o sin ella, arguye,
reprende, exhorta, con paciencia
incansable y con afán de enseñar.
Porque llegara el tiempo en que los
hombres no soportarán más la sana
doctrina; por el contrario, llevados por
sus inclinaciones, se procurarán una
multitud de maestros que les halaguen
los oídos, y se apartarán de la verdad
para escuchar cosas fantasiosas. Tú,
en cambio... realiza tu tarea como
predicador del Evangelio, cumple a la
perfección tu ministerio.”
La Iglesia Católica permanecerá
fiel a esa responsabilidad, No para
ganar las batallas políticas sino para
la victoria espiritual de los amados
de Dios. Lo hará con amor a Dios y a
todas las personas.
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra
Esperanza
diciembre 2013
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Local News

After the celebration and Mass in honor of the transition of
the St. Charles Borromeo property from the Diocese of Joliet
to Lewis University, the following officials and clergy posed
for photos. From left to right: Robert DeRose, the senior vice
president/chief financial officer for Lewis University; Dr. Bonnie
Bondavalli, the university’s dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences; Brother James Gaffney, the university’s president;
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon; Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel; and
Wayne Draudt, the university’s executive vice president.

Diocese of Joliet and Lewis University Hold
Ceremony and Mass to Celebrate the Transition
of St. Charles Borromeo Property
The St. Charles Pastoral Center in Romeoville was built in 1964
by the Diocese of Joliet as a seminary to help train priests in their
vocations. Then, as the population of seminarians dwindled, the
center changed its focus. Since 1980, it has been a place that
has housed diocesan ministries. And, now, the diocese and Lewis
University recently celebrated a new period in the center’s history:
the transition of the center’s property from being part of the diocese
to being part of the Lewis University campus.
The special ceremony, referred to as “St. Charles Borromeo
Center: Remembering the Past, Celebrating the Future,” was
celebrated on Nov. 4. Bishop R. Daniel Conlon and Brother
James Gaffney, FSC, the president of Lewis University,
summed up how special the relationship was between the
diocese and the university, along with hopes for the future.
“St. Charles Borromeo Seminary served the Diocese of
Joliet for a number of years as an important component for
the formation of future priests,” Bishop Conlon said. “Now it
will serve in the formation of lay people. Christ remains as the
ultimate Teacher, the Light of the World.”
He added that he was pleased that the building and the
property, which was purchased by the university in the summer,
would continue “to serve an important part” of the diocese,
helping to form others intellectually and spiritually.
Brother Gaffney agreed, saying “this center will remain in the
family, an integral part in the mission of the Diocese of Joliet. ... We
are deeply appreciative to the Diocese of Joliet for allowing us to
purchase this property during a time of rapid growth and expansion
of Lewis University. As we continue to grow in enrollment, this
expanded location provides us with another resource to carry out
our Catholic educational mission in the Lasallian tradition. ... We
promise to be good stewards of this property.”

4
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The center will accommodate increasing enrollment and
expansion of the university’s academic programs, especially for
the College of Business, the Graduate School of Management
and the School of Professional and Continuing Education.
A Mass followed the ceremony, which was attended by around
175 people, including Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel and
other members of the clergy; diocesan staff and officials; Lewis
administrators; Lewis faculty, staff, students; and members of the
De La Salle Christian Brothers who sponsor Lewis University.
The location, situated at the corner of Route 53 and Airport Road,
will be known as the St. Charles Borromeo Center. It is convenient
for students, faculty and staff because it is connected to the heart of
the university campus by a short walking path. The center has been
undergoing extensive renovations to fit the university’s needs. The
current space includes multiple classrooms and meeting rooms
and multiple private offices; a dining room; a chapel that can fit up
to around 750 people; a small gym; and residential living spaces
to accommodate nearly 170 students. Most of these areas will be
significantly remodeled by the summer of 2014.
Meanwhile, the diocese has purchased property in Crest Hill
and, as of press time, is planning to move, during the month of
December, its staff from three separate sites: the St. Charles
Borromeo Center in Romeoville, as well as the Chancery and
Tribunal in Joliet. The name of the new center is called the
Blanchette Catholic Center, which was named in honor of the
second bishop of the diocese, Bishop Romeo Blanchette, and is
located at 16555 Weber Road.

Statement of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon Regarding
Typhoon Haiyan in the Republic of the Philippines
I pray for the countless lives that have been lost in the
devastating Typhoon Haiyan. I pray for the families and friends
of those who lost loved ones or who have been injured and
pray for the people of the Republic of the Philippines. They
will be remembered in my prayers today and for many weeks
to come. This was recorded as one of the strongest storms on
record that ravaged this city in Eastern Visayas, in Tacloban
City. It is in times like these that we as human beings have to
rely on our faith in God to get through such astonishing and
terrible tragedies.
I pray for the many thousands of people who have lost their
lives. I also pray for those who have been separated from
their loved ones that they will be reunited soon. Let us also
pray for the Holy Spirit to move all of us to help in whatever
way possible. I am thankful for all those who donated funds
during an emergency special collection taken at our diocesan
churches on Nov. 16-17.
Meanwhile, if you would prefer to donate online, please see
the link provided by Catholic Relief Services at http://tinyurl.
com/m5ubzrj, or you may call them at 877.435.7277. I am
aware that the Catholic Campaign for Human Development was
scheduled for their special collection on Nov. 23-24, and I hope
that you have supported both collections. The Typhoon Haiyan
collections that we received at Masses will be sent directly to
Catholic Relief Services, which serves as an international relief
agency for the U.S. Catholic Church. I thank you very much for
your cooperation and prayers. May God’s love shine upon all
those that have been affected by this tragedy.
Local news continued on page 22
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Natalie Bayci
Natalie was a Diocese of Joliet employee for nearly 30 years,
during which she gained the admiration and respect of
the entire Curia through her dedication to her work and
commitment to faith, which was evident both in and out of
the office. Besides being a devoted employee for the Office
of the Bishop, Natalie also served as a leader of a group of
college students going on mission trips to Bolivia for 14 years.
Years later, she began taking a group of college students to the
Philippines. Even in retirement, she has taken on responsibility
of coordinating a pilgrimage to the Holy Land this fall.

Wikipedia/
Manfred Kuzel,
Obverse of the
current medal,

Honoring Several for
Distinguished Service
in the Diocese

S

everal people in the Diocese of
Joliet have been awarded Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice honors,
which is official recognition from
the Vatican for distinguished
service to the Church by lay people and
clergy. Also referred to as the “Cross of
Honor,” the award is the highest honor that
can be awarded to the laity by the papacy.
Here are the men and women who are the
recipients of the Pro Ecclesia award, who
received this honor from Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon during a Mass commemorating the
end of the Year of Faith in late November
at the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet:
6
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James C. Byrne
James C. Byrne attended Loyola University where he earned a degree
in business administration and where he later earned his Juris Doctor.
He began practicing law in Chicago prior to establishing his own law
firm in Joliet and later joining the firm of Spesia and Ayers. In May of
2013, Jim was recognized by the Will County Bar Association for 50
years of practicing law. He maintains active membership in many law
organizations, some of which include the National Diocese Attorney’s
Association, the American Bar Association, as well as the Chicago
Bar Association, in which he was chairman of the Professional Fees
Committee, and the Will County Bar Association, for which he was
chairman of the Employment Law Committee. Although his clients
have included a variety of churches, religious entities and charitable
organizations, the Diocese of Joliet is honored that Jim has served as
its legal counsel since 1979.
Sister Judith Davies, OSF
Sister Judith Davies, OSF, has been a Franciscan Sister of the Sacred
Heart of Frankfort for more than 56 years. After many years of
service as a Catholic school teacher and principal, Sister Davies
was hired in 1988 by Bishop Joseph Imesch to coordinate the
completion of the Second Diocesan Synod in its third and final
year. In June 1990, she was named assistant chancellor, the first
non-priest chancellor for the diocese. She has also facilitated the
formation of the Diocesan Pastoral Council. In 2003, Sister Davies
was entrusted with the position of director of the Office for Child
Protection, which was created to implement the American Bishops’
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. In 2012,
she was appointed to be the Delegate for Religious to be the liaison
for the men and women religious of the diocese. She also serves
as a member of the bishop’s Curia Council, both as a recorder of
proceedings, and also as the chairperson for the Secretariat for the
Chancery and Tribunal offices of the diocese. She has also held
many positions of leadership within her religious order.
Brother James Gaffney, FSC
Brother Gaffney has been the president of Lewis University, a
private Roman Catholic and Lasallian university in Romeoville, for
more than 25 years. Under his leadership, Lewis University has

Y O U R
grown into a nationally respected educational institution. He has
coordinated massive renovations of the school’s facilities during
his tenure and helped to institute the Scholars’ Academy. The
school has dramatically grown in size, diversity, prestige and the
number and quality of programs that it offers during his tenure.
Lewis University has also been a steadfast partner of the Diocese
of Joliet. At his direction, the school has been unwaveringly
generous in granting the diocese use of its facilities; in 2013,
Lewis University agreed to purchase our primary diocesan offices
facility adjacent to their grounds, allowing the diocesan Curia to
transfer to a new facility late this year.
Dr. Daniel Hauser, Ph.D.
Dr. Hauser is a professor at the University of St. Francis of
Joliet and chairman of the Department of Theology. He also
teaches within the diocesan diaconate program. Dr. Hauser has
assisted the diocesan Newman Institute for Lay Formation as
a committee member and as an instructor in our Foundations
of Faith mini-courses. He is highly respected among his peers,
his students and by members of the diocesan personnel with
whom he has worked. He is known for his expertise, including a
number of books and articles on the Church and Christian life,
and for his commitment to teaching the faith.
Jerry Huot
As a 70-year member of St. Patrick Parish in Kankakee, Jerry
continues to be a living witness to St. Paul’s message to the
Thessalonians which inspires this distinguished award. As a
member and officer of numerous boards, including St. Patrick
Church and School, Bishop McNamara High School, the Diocesan
Parish and School Endowment Fund, and the Catholic Education
Foundation, Jerry has seriously committed himself to appropriate
religious instruction in diocesan schools and to adherence of
the faithful to Catholic teaching. Financially, Jerry has leveraged
millions of dollars in donations in support of Catholic schools and
has personally contributed annual and planned gifts benefitting
Catholic education together with his wife, Marlene. As one
example, Jerry’s 14-year membership, including 10 years as
chairman of the board of the Catholic Education Foundation, has
helped build an institution that has distributed nearly $12-million
in needs’-based school scholarships since 2003.
Sister Laurina Kahne, CSJ
Sister Kahne took her vows to the Church more than 60 years
ago and has ministered in the diocese for more than 25 years,
especially as a great advocate of Hispanic and Latino ministry.
Sister Kahne worked at St. Mary Parish in West Chicago as a
teacher and pastoral minister. She also moved for a year to the
Mexican American Cultural Center in San Antonio, where she
mastered the Spanish language and learned additional skills to
allow her to minister to Hispanics. In 1989, she came back to
the diocese and transferred to St. Alexis Parish in Bensenville
to work in the Office of Hispanic Ministry. She developed a
Spanish version of the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) and established programs teaching literacy to nonEnglish speaking parishioners and classes teaching English as a
second language. She has also served on the Diocesan Liturgical
Board as part of her ministry.
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Deacon Robert S. Kaminski
Deacon Kaminski has been a deacon since 2001 and serves at St.
Mary Parish in Mokena, where he and his wife, Mary Ann, are
parishioners. He also has a successful business background as the
owner of Continental Midland Group, which is a recognized leader
in the fastener industry. As one of 11 children raised by a single
mother, Deacon Kaminski was able to attend Catholic school by the
generosity of the Ursuline nuns in Youngstown, Ohio. His education
in Catholic schools became the basis for his success in business and
eventually his vocation as an ordained deacon. He has also been
involved with religious education programs. He and his family
passionately support efforts to keep Catholic education affordable.
The Robert S. and Mary Ann Kaminski Family Foundation has
distributed more than $500,000 in tuition assistance specifically to
students from single parent families during the past decade. He and
his wife received the Cor Unum Award from Providence Catholic
High School in 2011 for their generosity and support of single
parents. Other organizations he’s been involved with include the
Catholic Education Foundation Board, the Campaign for Human
Development, the Prairie State College Foundation and the South
Star Services Board (serving individuals with disabilities). He is a
founding member of the Diocesan Development Committee.
Gerald and Margaret Kazma
Gerald has been a successful businessman who is a pioneer in
the cable television industry. Both he and his wife, Margaret,
have used that success as wise Christian stewards by creating
the Kazma Family Foundation and funding Catholic and civic
causes throughout the Diocese of Joliet and several other
countries for over 30 years, leveraging millions of dollars in
donations in support of Catholic schools and other charities.
With the creation of their family foundation in 1997, they have
targeted this philanthropy primarily to Catholic education and
social outreach charities. Their children, Michael and LeighAnne, also like to give back. Leigh-Anne is president of the
foundation, and the family tries to meet with their high school
“scholars” to learn more about the students’ academic careers
and their families. Every August for over a decade, they have
distributed a new round of scholarships to qualified students.
Sister Thomas Leo Monahan, OP
Sister Monahan came to Visitation Parish in Elmhurst in 1972
after having been a member of the order of the Adrian Dominicans
since 1951. For more than 40 years, she has mentored hundreds
of teachers and has touched the lives of thousands of children as a
teacher and later as principal of Visitation Catholic School. Sister
Monahan is herself a beloved institution at Visitation Parish and
at the school. Those who know Sister Monahan well describe her
as incredibly warm, unwaveringly kind and willing to perform
any task that is asked of her by her pastor, by her staff, or by her
students and parents. She is respected and admired by the families
of Visitation School and also the surrounding community. She is
known as a steadfast leader who holds education, discipline and the
Catholic faith in the very highest regard. She has raised the standard
of excellence for commitment to Catholic education.
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Magnanimity.
Humility. Meekness.

Pope Francis
Prepares the
Way to Christ

I

t seems that our
world has been
captivated by Pope
Francis. Perhaps the
Holy Spirit surprised
many of us earlier this year
with the election of Cardinal
Jorge Bergoglio, a name
that was likely unfamiliar to
most people. But the Holy
Spirit likes to do such things,
Pope Francis has repeatedly
reminded us, and He is full
of surprises big and small!
The Holy Father’s influence
on the world stage has
already been significant, and
as Catholics we do well to
ponder the reasons for this.

8

The Holy Spirit offers us important
lessons through Pope Francis, as the
virtues of magnanimity, humility, and
meekness emerge as characteristic
themes of his pontificate. Through his
words and witness, the Holy Father has
demonstrated the gentle power these
childlike virtues have to touch the hardest
of hearts, drawing his hearers to think
on the deeper truths of the Christian
life. “Unless you turn and become like
children,” Jesus tells us, “you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 18:3) It
is a message straight from the Gospel. As
we move into this new liturgical year, our
Holy Father continues to show us the face
of Jesus Christ.
As the Church enters into the Advent
and Christmas seasons, it is precisely
these same virtues of magnanimity,
humility, and meekness that summarize
the spirit of this time of grace. The new
liturgical year is an appropriate time to
examine our own lives to see how well
we are living these virtues, responding
to the Holy Father’s call to be radical
witnesses of the Gospel. Let us look
to the Holy Family as our guide as we
journey toward Bethlehem.
Magnanimity
What does it mean to be a
magnanimous person? The Holy Father
explains that “it means to have a big heart,
to have a great spirit; it means to have
great ideals, the desire to do great things
to respond to that which God asks of us…
doing everyday small things with a big
heart open to God and to others.” In Our
Lady we see this virtue lived out to its
fullest expression. Ever attentive to God
in her life, she responded in faith when
her role in salvation history was revealed
to her: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to
your word.” (Lk 1:38) Is my heart attentive
to the Lord’s presence in my daily life?
Am I ready to respond to him completely
in all things?
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Humility
In a Christmas homily, Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI once observed, “God’s sign is
His humility. God’s sign is that He makes
himself small; He becomes a child…He
invites us to become like Him. Yes indeed,
we become like God if we allow ourselves
to be shaped by this sign; if we ourselves
learn humility and hence true greatness.”
Pope Francis continues to emphasize this
same truth. Humility means dependence
upon another, an emptying of self. Am I
willing to divest myself of selfishness in
order to radiate Jesus to the world?
Meekness
The meek person is not preoccupied
with himself and his ideas. This attitude
of the heart makes a person capable
of putting himself in second place
in order to achieve what is good for
another. This virtue is seen clearly in
the life of St. Joseph, a man entrusted
as protector of God’s greatest treasures.
Pope Francis points out that in the
Gospel we see St. Joseph “constantly
attentive to God, open to the signs of
God’s presence and receptive to God’s
plans, and not simply to his own. ...
He is able to hear God’s voice and be
guided by His will; and for this reason
he is all the more sensitive to the persons
entrusted to his safekeeping.” As I fulfill
the responsibilities God calls me to
undertake, am I open to His presence
and purposes, rather than simply being
concerned about my own plans?
Magnanimity, humility and meekness
characterize the lives of the Holy Family
and of all the saints. Christ continues to
teach us these virtues through the words
and witness of Pope Francis. May we be
open to the grace the Holy Spirit gives us
each day to make them our own.
Story by Sister Cecilia Joseph, OP, a
member of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia. She is principal of St. Jude
Catholic School in Joliet.

How do we
celebrate Advent?
I walked into a coffee shop the other day (if you have
not caught on yet, coffee shops are some of my favorite
places to witness humanity), and to my surprise they were
already advertising their annual Christmas blend and playing a
not-so-subtle instrumental version of “Silver Bells.” I stopped
dead in my tracks at the door and screamed in my head: “BUT
IT’S BARELY NOVEMBER!”
Advent is an easily forgotten season. While liturgically the
preparation for Christmas does not even officially begin until
Dec. 17, Black Friday has invaded even Thanksgiving; parties
at home and the office have to be celebrated; trees have to be
bought; and preparations of every imaginable kind need to be
made. The popular and commercial aspects of Christmas – while
not bad per se – continually require more time and advance prep
that it is easy to become frustrated and simply make the “Season
of Lights” into the “Season of Relentless Anxiety!”
So, how can we take a step back and celebrate the season of Advent
as it is given to us by our Mother, the Church? I thought that it might
be helpful to propose a few easy ideas and traditions to help us “get in
the mood” for the perhaps forgotten “strong season” of Advent.

A time for vigil
Advent, above all, is a time for quiet vigil, anticipation and
expectation. The word vigil comes from the Latin word for
“keeping watch” – this is where we get the idea of wakes for
funerals. We all know the feeling of stepping outside on those
frosty, snow-covered nights around 11 p.m., where the only
sound is that of the moon’s light gently reflecting off of the snow.
This is a season of shadows, where we can see only partially, and
are waiting for the fullness of Light to break into the world.
I deas: Instead of using the lights in the kitchen or in our rooms to unmask
every corner, this is a great season to pull out the candles that we typically
only use on the days when the electric company forgets to work. Perhaps
instead of watching TV or a movie before going to bed, sit together with
the family and read some fiction. I’m reading the King Arthur stories right
now and loving them! Another idea is to put your clothes, jackets and
shoes for the next day out by the door before going to bed. This mimics
Mary and Joseph’s vigil to leave for Bethlehem at the census.

A time for asking God
In the history of the Church, aside from normal ferial days
(“green days”), feast and saint days, Sundays and the rest, we
would celebrate two particular kinds of days aimed at asking
God for things. We still know penitential days: every Friday of
the year is meatless (or some other sacrifice); Lenten Fridays;
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are fasting days, along with
January 22, when we make reparation for the evil of abortion.
Penitential days are days when we ask God for mercy.
A largely-forgotten practice is that of “rogation days” (from rogare,
which means “to ask for”). These are not penitential days insofar as
they require fasting and abstinence, but rather days of preparation
that ask for a particular grace of God, whether it is good weather,
peace, health, etc. These are days perfect for processions, litanies,
Eucharistic adoration and other acts of supplication. Advent can be
seen as an extended “rogation day,” in which we ask God the grace
to receive Him into our homes and our very hearts.
Idea: Praying as a family the Litany of the Saints before going to bed is a
great way to get into the habit of asking God for our needs.

Splitting the season
Traditionally, Advent is one season with two parts. The first two
weeks of the season is an opportunity to meditate Big Stuff on the
Second Advent of Christ when He comes definitively to take His
faithful unto Himself. Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell are the
themes of these two weeks. The second two weeks, typically starting
on Dec. 17, then focus on the “Small Stuff” of the First Advent of
God as a baby. “God is with us” is the meditation for these weeks.
Ideas: Read the Book of Revelation or the Book of the Prophet Daniel.
Pray the “Dies Iræ” (look it up online) once a day. Wait until Dec.
17 to put the tree up and turn the lights on. December 17 begins the
famous “O Antiphons” at Vespers/Evening Prayer; they are great
prayers every evening as the sun sets.
Advent Prayers
December 17: O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding
creation with power and love: come to teach us the path of
knowledge!
December 18: O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law
to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your mighty power!
December 19: O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for
all his people: come to save us without delay!
December 20: O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s
eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of darkness!
December 21: O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light,
sun of justice: come and shine on those who dwell in
darkness and in the shadow of death.
December 22: O King of all nations and keystone of the
Church: come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!
December 23: O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at St. Mary Parish in West Chicago
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Catholic Education

Kairos

Saving Money by Making a Gift to Catholic Education

T

he Catholic Education
Foundation (CEF) of the Diocese
of Joliet exists to provide needbased scholarships to those
students who most desperately
need assistance. The CEF strives to
educate donors about creative methods
to support Catholic education in our
diocese, whether through outright gifts of
cash, charitable bequests, life income gifts
or temporary gift options, such as the
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012.
This legislation provides an extension for eligible IRA
owners to make a qualified charitable distribution
(QMD). The qualified charitable distribution must
be a transfer directly from an IRA to a qualified
charity. The qualified charitable distribution will
be excluded from your taxable income for tax
year 2013 if made before Dec. 31.
The transfer of funds must be made
to one or more qualified charities. The
legislation does not permit direct transfers to
charitable gift vehicles, such as charitable trusts,
donor advised funds, charitable gift annuities or
supporting organizations.
IRA owners who have reached age 70 ½ will be permitted
to make qualified charitable distributions of up to $100,000.
If you have attained this age and are committed to making
future charitable gifts, it may make sense to take advantage
of this tax law. You should check with your financial or tax
advisor to determine if the acceleration of charitable giving
of up to $100,000 this year from your IRA will be of more
benefit than leaving the money invested in your IRA.
The amount of your future-required minimum distributions,

To contribute to the CEF or to get more
information about the foundation, contact
Joe Langenderfer at 815.834.4023 or at
jlangenderfer@dioceseofjoliet.org.
The transfer information for the QMD is:
Catholic Education Foundation, 101 W.
Airport Road, Romeoville, IL, 60446. The
foundation’s EIN # is 36-4088859. Please
note that the Charitable IRA Rollover
provision must be used by Dec. 31.
10
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need for this money to meet expenses, your tax bracket with
and without the distribution, anticipated rate of return in your
IRA, whether your IRA contains any after-tax contributions
and other issues need to be taken into consideration.
This gift option is a creative method to meet your estate
planning needs and provide the life-changing gift of a
Catholic education to nearly 2,000 students who would
otherwise be unable to attend a Catholic school.
This current school year, CEF donors made it possible for
1,742 qualified students to receive more than $1.8 million in
tuition assistance. “While this is a record amount,’ said Jane
Lagger, the foundation’s program director, “for every one
scholarship awarded, one was denied. The CEF needs to raise
more fund to help students in our schools.”
The CEF general scholarship fund is available for qualified
students attending all 54 grade schools and high
schools of the Diocese of Joliet. The foundation
also manages donor-restricted funds that
enable donors to target their contributions
to their specific field of interest such as new
Hispanic students, students from singleparent households, students attending
Kankakee area schools, and students
requiring special education. For example, the
Kazma Family Foundation has funded high
school scholarships for over a decade, and the
McShane Family Hispanic Scholarship is providing
tuition assistance to numerous students at St. Mary,
Plano, this current year.
The CEF also works with individual donors, businesses
and family foundations to educate the public about the
numerous tax deductible giving arrangements available
through the CEF. The foundation accomodates its
contributors by matching their specific charitable intentions
with effective and appropriate gift plans.
Throughout the year, the CEF distributes to donors the
many comments and thank you notes from the scholarship
recipients known as “CEF Scholars.”
“Our mom struggles to make sure that we can go to a
Catholic school,” said Nick, an eighth grader at Holy Family
Catholic School, Bensenville, at a donor recognition event
last fall. “The CEF scholarship is a big part of her plan to
make that happen for me.”
Various thank you cards mailed into the office have a
similar theme. “Thank you, CEF Donor, for helping me
make new friends, learn about God, and letting me learn
my favorite subjects like math and science,” wrote Cailin, a
fourth grader at St. Joseph School, Manhattan.
Story by Joe Langenderfer, the executive director of the
diocesan Catholic Education Foundation

Kairos Retreats Offer Teens
a Chance to Encounter God

M

ichael Hoyt is the assistant program
director for the diocesan Office of Young
Adult and Youth Ministry. He recently
answered some questions about the Kairos
retreat program that is being offered to
high school juniors and seniors in schools that don’t offer it.

What does Kairos mean?
There are two words in Greek for the
word “time”: “kairos” and “chronos.”
“Chronos,” as in chronology, refers to
the quantity or measurement of time in
minutes, hours, days, etc. But “kairos”
refers to the quality of time, as in the
right time, the perfect time for action,
a string of moments that are full of
potential. In this light we can call it God’s
time, as we sense God trying to get our
attention. Tim Keel in his book “Intuitive
Leadership” wrote that a kairos moment
is “as if God is hovering over the chaos
of my life and calling forth life.”
What goes on during a Kairos
retreat?
There are a lot of teens in this day and
age who are running non-stop from one
class to another and then to practice and
then to home, to work and back home to
do homework and to bed. In fact, we all
need some personal time in our life to
stop and get a breath of fresh air.
In a Kairos retreat, we look at the past,

present and future. God is calling us all to a
life of happiness and holiness. But in order
to get there, we need to step back and look
at where we are, at this exact moment of our
lives, and from where we have come. We
need to understand who we are, who God is
and to what great things is He calling us.
Why did you all decide to open
it up to public school students, in
addition to the normal invitation to
Catholic school students?
I went on my first Kairos retreat 13
years ago as a teacher at Joliet Catholic
Academy. To say that it was a profound
experience for me would not be enough.
I know that it was a real encounter with
God and with myself, an opportunity to
“clear my windshield” and see where I
was going.
But even more powerful was the witness
of the teens on retreat, who were also
experiencing the real presence of God’s
love, and, for some, it was their first time.
You could see the moment in time that they
would hold onto forever. In fact, it is a very
common occurrence for me to hear former

students and parents mention how much
this retreat changed their lives for the better
and how they will always remember it.
Kairos was brought to the Joliet
Diocese in 1975 by Father Robert
Colaresi, O.Carm., and over the past 38
years it has had a very strong presence
in our Catholic high schools. These
retreats are offered to high school teens
in their junior or senior year, and although
it is optional at some of these Catholic
schools, almost everyone still goes.
Given the strong impact it has made
on the lives of so many, the diocese
would like to extend this opportunity to
ALL high school students in the Diocese
of Joliet to experience Kairos, the Lord’s
time, during their junior or senior year. In
this way, all the high school teens in our
diocese can have the same opportunity.
What are a couple of major
things youths get out of the
weekend?
What happens at a Kairos retreat is
for you to find out. In fact, all those who
go on Kairos promise not to spoil the
surprise. Thousands of teens throughout
the United States go on Kairos retreats
each year. They discover who they really
are and how they want to live. Some
go because their friends are going
or because they know someone who
already went. They go for their own
reasons, but all come back changed.
As you think about your life and where
you are headed, maybe you are deciding
about going to college. Maybe you are
hurting. Maybe you are wondering if God
really cares. Maybe you are scared to
find out. One thing I can say for sure is
that you can expect to see your life as
God does and experience God like you
never have before.

The next retreat will be held
on Jan. 3-5 in Darien. For
more retreat information, go
to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
ym/Kairos.htm and for more
information contact Michael Hoyt
at 815.834.4056 or at mhoyt@
dioceseofjoliet.org.
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Cover Story

The True Meaning of Christmas:
Stories from Around the Diocese

W

ith the over-commercialisation of Christmas, Christ’s birth can
be sometimes lost in the shuffle. But the true meaning of
Christmas is held in many people’s hearts. Recently, the
magazine asked readers to respond with memories of
Christmas’ past, memories that point to what Christmas is all
about – the joyous birth of a Savior, the Prince of Peace, a sign that God is with
us and wants to accompany us on the path to eternal life. Special thanks also go
to the students at St. Joseph Catholic School in Manhattan, who submitted
artwork that accompanies the stories.
12
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Winter floated in on a whisper during
my childhood. If a blizzard roared our way,
it was a rare event. But Christmas arrived
tied with a bright, red ribbon and a flurry of
activities: the ornaments, lights, baking in a
kitchen filled with love, and picking out the
best Christmas tree in the lot with dad.
I desired everything: dolls that cried
tears, pink, fuzzy slippers, and a red
velveteen dress adorned with a white
sash. However, as a young girl, raised and
rooted in my Catholic faith, the treasure
that endured was the scene beneath our
tree. When I was old enough, I gained
the privilege of arranging the stable and
figures, complete with nicks and scratches
from years of loving use, under the bent
boughs, fragrant and inviting.
The material elements of Christmas
melted into the blurred edges of my mind
and what took its place made a home in
my heart. With tender care, I settled the
Babe in the manger between the blueveiled virgin and earth-toned Joseph. I
reminded the sheep and cattle to worship
Him in hushed voice; the precious Child
was asleep. The angel, perched high above
with golden wings, watched over all. Each
night at bedtime I drifted off, content
that, at sunrise, He would still be under
our tree, smiling and small, like me.
As I grew, midnight Mass became my
rite of passage; no longer would I watch
longingly as my older sisters left home
without me. I too could now hear the
stirring hymns, sing with the choir, and
become part of the wonder and awe.
Long after this holy season melted with the
snow, the stable and figures packed away, the
glow of the Christ child’s smile would linger
with hope that the world would come to
know the humble child who would one day
come back, not as a babe in a lowly manger,
but on a throne as a King of Glory.
- Beverly Fournier, Holy Family Parish, Shorewood

T
The parishioners of St. Mary’s of Gostyn
Parish in Downers Grove have celebrated
Christmas for over 20 years by giving gifts
and dinners to over 100 needy families in

the area, thanks to the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. We made a delivery of the gifts to
one family. Because they had no girls, they
returned the Barbie doll to us. We threw it
in the back car seat and forgot all about it.
A week later, we found ourselves in
Nashville, TN, for dinner. As we were
leaving, we had a despondent AfricanAmerican waitress saying she had no gift
for her niece. Hearing that, we dashed
to our car and gave her the Barbie doll.
The waitress was thrilled – as it was an
African-American Barbie doll!
- Alex Pawlowicz, St. Mary of Gostyn, Downers Grove

T
Many years ago, my oldest brother was
in the Army in Germany. As Christmas
was coming closer, I kept asking if he
would be home for Christmas. Mom and
Dad both would say, “We don’t think so.”
Mom’s voice held a tone of sadness.
Late Christmas eve, there was a loud
knock at our back door, Mom answered
it and shouted, “You are home!” What a
surprise; what a gift of LOVE INCARNATE!
- Sister Mary Ellen McAleese, OSF, Wheaton Franciscans

T
The season of Advent always marked a
time of preparation in our home during
my childhood. Prepare the lights, prepare
the tree and of course prepare those lists
for Santa. However, in our home, mom
made sure that her six daughters also
prepared for Jesus' birth in the manger.
A small manger adorned the top of our
dining room buffet table. Mom's Hummel
Nativity set was strategically placed inside.
The six of us would say our nighttime
prayers surrounding our Nativity scene.
Prayers would culminate with mom's bag of
hay. You see, one could only reach inside the
bag if our behavior for the day was a worthy
foundation for Jesus to rest His head.
I remember reaching in that bag of hay
after a particularly ill-spent day. I grabbed
my piece of hay and placed it on the
would-be bed for Jesus. I would not be
upstaged by my five sisters.
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As I settled down for the night, I could
not sleep. I realized that, though those
around me had no idea, my heart, my
conscience and my God knew my sins
of the day. My little piece of hay was not
worthy for Jesus to lay on.
Once the house was still, I slipped out of
bed to remove my piece of hay. I realized
that night, in that little piece of hay, that
it was my responsibility to prepare my
heart and my mind for Jesus. Outward
appearances mean nothing if you can't
sleep at night and be at peace with God.
As an adult, that childhood memory
reminds me to evaluate daily, as if
reaching into that bag of hay, whether I
am preparing my heart and mind during
the Advent season for the coming of
Jesus. It is our responsibility to make sure
Jesus has a worthy manger.
- Eileen Healy, St. Michael Parish, Wheaton

T
"Oink!"
"Squeak"
"Oh, no! Not on the couch!"
It was Christmas morning and our
living room was in a ruckus, gift paper
all over – and two little pigs slipping and
sliding on the wood floor.
"Dad, look what was under the tree!"
Besides sprouting a few more white
hairs, my dad took the news well; having
two farmer daughters in a suburban home,
he never knew what would show up next.
The little pigs reminded me that life is
not always clean or picture perfect, that
the stable in Nazareth may have had quite
a different smell! That God was born in a
stable, really became man, and fights with
us though the grim and grind of life.
- Clara Douglas

T
Growing up, our Nativity set was made
of some metallic/plastic material that
clanked together loudly. One poor camel
had lost a leg, and in setting the scene, we
would have all the wise men arriving in
a staggered procession with gimpy at the
rear. Unfortunately, any jostling or heavy
footsteps would take him down, and, like
dominoes, his fellow camels would also
go down, clanking all the way. The family
cat was often the cause of such turmoil.
I was eight years old the Christmas of
1966, and one night we had just started
eating dinner, talking loudly, clamoring to
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fill our plates, clinking glasses and utensils,
when the distinct sound of camel catastrophe
was heard. Everyone froze, looked around to
confirm we were all accounted for, and held
our breaths. Very calmly, my father directed
me to go to the living room and see what
the cause was. Me? I'm the youngest! With
great trepidation, I peeked around the corner
toward my destination and, behold, standing
frozen in the living room was my brother
home on unexpected leave from the Navy.
"Dickie!" I exclaimed and ran into his arms,
and the rest of the family came running as
well. The best surprise and most glorious
gift we could have imagined. Forever after, I
cherished that Nativity set and smiled every
time I saw it.
- Elizabeth Britt, St. Michael Parish, Wheaton

T
Once our two sons were born, our
adult lives grew closer to Jesus during the
Christmas season. Before their births,
we spent December at charity events on
Saturday nights and church on Sunday
mornings. Then, Nicky was born. For his
first Christmas we stopped by a local church
for its living Nativity scene. At his young age,
Nicky was more interested in the animals
than baby Jesus, but it still made us feel more
faithful. Two years later, just a week before
Christmas eve, Matt was born, and his first
trip outside the home was to Christmas
morning Mass. We had a newborn, but we
still made it to church! When the boys were
toddlers, December was about Santa, but
as they got older, our Christmas traditions
became more spiritual. We changed our
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“Countdown to Santa” to an Advent calendar
waiting for baby Jesus. The daily calendar
was not just a piece of chocolate but a
charity donation. We have given bags to food
pantries, gifts for the less fortunate, treats to
the firefighters and police, and bags of dog
and cat food to the humane society. Twice,
our 25-pound bag of dog food has been
exchanged for a 10-pound cat. That wouldn’t
have happened without our sons!
We still trek through snow in order to
visit the living Nativity scene, but now
the boys appreciate baby Jesus and not
just the animals. Our home Nativity scene
is just as precious because I move the
wise men and their camels around our
home on their way to the stable. The boys
still look around for their weekly location.
When the kings arrive at the crèche,
Epiphany is celebrated at our home!
When they were babies, we would
plan our Christmas Mass around their
nap schedules. Now our teen-aged sons,
along with my husband, are ushering at
the Christmas Mass each year. Yes, these
young boys have led us closer to our faith.
- Pam Keseric, St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Hinsdale

T
On a cold, winter night, I gaze at my
holiday tree glowing softly and am taken
back nearly 50 years to one of the most
meaningful Christmas experiences of my
life. I was a freshman at the all-female
College of St. Francis, and it was the last
evening we would be on campus until
after New Year. The next day most of
us would be gathered by our families to
join them for our first trip home since
entering college. The atmosphere was one
of eager anticipation, as this had been our
first long separation from our loved ones.
As was the rule, all freshmen were in bed,
lights out, by 10 p.m. Around midnight, the
upperclassmen gently woke us and asked us
to quietly follow them into the corridor. The
dimly lit halls were filled with sleepy young
women unsure of what was happening.
Soon there came dozens and dozens of
voices joined in the singing of beautiful
Christmas carols, as harpists accompanied
the caroling. We wandered the halls and
eventually gathered at the large Christmas
tree that dominated the upper foyer. Next to
the tree was a Nativity scene, a moving visual
reminder of what we were celebrating. As the
caroling continued, many of us wiped away
the tears that had come. This was what it

was all about. We were united as one, friends
singing praise to our Saviour, giving thanks
for His humble birth.
Many Christmases have come and gone
in the last 50 years, but I still feel peace
and contentment when I gaze at my tree,
put on some beautiful, holy Christmas
music and remember why we celebrate.
We are welcoming a new baby, the Savior
of the world; the little Lamb, Jesus, is born.
- Janet Fredericksen, Cathedral of St. Raymond, Joliet

T
It was Dec. 21. My husband, Larry,
called to say that his sister, an Ursuline
nun, had died suddenly. “We’ll have to
leave for Decatur within the hour because
a blizzard is coming.”
I was telling our daughters, who were
13 and 14, about their Aunt Joan’s death,
when another phone call came. A couple
we knew, with a little girl, had been told
they had to vacate their home the day
before Christmas, because they didn’t have
the rent money. The caller concluded,
“They can’t even buy her a Christmas tree.”
I started crying. How could we help them
when we had to leave so quickly? I told the
girls to start packing.
But they didn’t. I found them
downstairs, taking the Christmas
tree apart and putting the lights and
ornaments into boxes. “What in the world
are you doing?” I screamed.
“We’re giving these to your friends,” Mari
said. “We haven’t bought you and dad your
Christmas gifts yet. Can we give them that
money to buy a gift for their little girl?”
Paula added, “And give them the money
you were going to spend on our gifts.”
That year we were all waiting until the
last week, when gifts would be on sale. I
reminded them, “If we give them that money,
you won’t have any of the gifts you want.”
“Yeah, but it’s what we want to do.”
Our eight-year-old son, Greg, had been
listening. “Give them the money for my
gifts, too,” he said.
When Larry arrived, we told him the
plan. “Ok, get packed. I’ll load these, and
we’ll drop them off on our way to Decatur.”
The father came to our car. Tears filled his
eyes as our children gave him the money for
his daughter. When he took the tree and our
contribution, he broke down completely.
On Christmas eve, we gathered around
the Nativity set. We talked about Aunt
Joan’s life. We talked about how Jesus was

born in a stable and had no gifts, either. We
sang carols. Our grown children still say
that was their best childhood Christmas.
- Mary Sue Eck, Holy Trinity Parish, Westmont

T
It was a last-minute plea by one of the
hospital’s social workers. He had run to
Chicago and picked up the Christmas wish
list from a school in an underprivileged
south side neighborhood; it was already
Christmas Eve. I pulled one of the requests
and prepared to shop. It was already a tough
Christmas season for our family because
my mother was gravely ill, our children
were very small, and I was feeling sad that
they were so young that they would not
remember her; plus our financial situation
was rocky with my husband out of work.
The request I had was for a warm
winter coat, girl’s size 10. Coats are not
on sale in winter when you need them,
but I went to a discount store where I
had found in the past quality goods for
my family at reasonable prices. I went
through rack after rack of coats. I was not
coming up with anything good enough
or affordable. I returned to two racks,
and at the second one, I closed my eyes
and, with a prayer on my breath, reached
around to find what I must have missed.
What I found was perfect! I chuckled
to myself and thought, “This is a true
Christmas miracle, a prayer answered.”
How I had missed the coat the first time I
went through those racks, I have no idea,
but it was one of a kind and the right size.
Perhaps a sales clerk or another shopper
had put it back while I was looking
elsewhere. Whatever the case, I had the
perfect coat to fulfill the young girl's
Christmas wish. I picked up a couple of
age-appropriate toys, found a Christmas
gift bag and returned to the hospital with
my finds. I truly felt blessed. A small
group of good souls went into that rough
neighborhood that same night to deliver
the gifts in time for a Merry Christmas.
- Joyce Fedeczko, Holy Trinity Parish, Westmont

T
Every Christmas season, our family
tradition is to purchase one new figurine
for our Nativity set. One year, when our
boys were both in elementary school age,
we found two figurines each having the
same name as our children. They boys
were very excited, and we decided that

we could get two figurines that year.
Each figurine was a villager, not one that
would typically be seen in the crèche
itself, but would be present in the overall
scene. That day, we set up the Nativity,
and I placed the pieces according to
where they would be in the course of
historical events. In other words, the two
new villagers carrying the namesake of
our boys were out in the village. Later
that day, I noticed that one of the new
villagers had traveled to the manger. A
few hours later, the second villager had
traversed his way to the manger as well.
I quietly placed each villager back into
their hillside places and went on with the
remainder of the day. When dinnertime
rolled around, my husband pointed out
that there had been a little re-arranging
in the crèche. Immediately surrounding
baby Jesus were the two new villagers
flanked by the Mary and Joseph figurines.
Our two boys explained it this way,
“Mom and Dad, we just ‘have’ to be right
Interview by Carlos Briceño
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next to Jesus. Those villagers have our
names, and they would want to be right
beside Him, too.” From that day on, our
Nativity scene looks a bit different than
most folks. In addition to the Holy Family
inside the manger, you will find two
oddly, but importantly, placed villagers.
- Sherry Markwell, Holy Spirit Catholic Community,
Naperville

T

Our family tradition on holidays such as
Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas is for
all to gather around the dinner table and
read a portion or a paragraph of a poem
or prayer pertaining to the occasion. The
printed story is passed from family member
to family member until completed.
One Christmas dinner, amidst the
hustle and bustle, we forgot to read the
selected prayer. We all sat down to eat
when my three-year-old great grandson,
Declan, became very upset saying, “We
did not say our prayers!” His mother
corrected him, saying we had already said
grace. Declan was still upset, saying “We
have to stand up.” So we humored him
and all stood up to say grace again. Then
Declan said, “You know, we have to stand
up around the table and pass the paper
around.” We finally realized what Declan
wanted. He reminded us of our tradition
to all read a part of the selected prayer.
Now, before Christmas dinner and
other special occasions, Declan’s mother
prints a saying in big letters that Declan
can rehearse and read at the table when
it’s his turn. Such a simple tradition
left a big impression on Declan, and he
continues to look forward to being a part
of the family reading at Christmas.

bowtie. The girls wore gowns and were
the “angels” that processed throughout
the church.
The school was connected to the
church by an underground tunnel. At
11:40 p.m., the sound of “Angels We
Have Heard on High” would echo from
the tunnel throughout the church, as the
junior high girls would begin singing.
As the procession of “angels” began,
we continued with “Oh, Little Town of
Bethlehem” and then traditional Slovak
hymns. It was very important to the
parishioners and to all of us to continue
the Catholic Slovak heritage.
The procession included the carrying
of the Christ child, who was put in the
manger at the altar. Then the altar boys
would join the girls for more Christmas
hymns. Mass would then begin at
midnight, with the adult choir providing
beautiful music, and they would conclude
with Handel's “Hallelujah” chorus. The
music flowed from the church.
Not only do I have memories from our
midnight Masses, but also from caroling at
the nursing homes and participating in our
annual sacred Christmas concert, which was
performed in the church every December.
I know that the values and Christmas
traditions my family and I have today are
because of the strong Catholic Slovak
heritage that was instilled in us through
our school and parish. I am very blessed
to have my faith and these beautiful
Christmas memories. There was nothing
quite like being a part of such blessed
celebrations to remind each one of us of
the true meaning of Christmas.
- Amy Yusko, Immaculate Conception Parish, Morris

T

- Margaret VanDuyne, St. Rose Parish, Wilmington

T
St. Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Streator, IL, is my hometown parish.
It is the first parish established by Slovak
immigrants in America in 1883, and the
school was also a first in America for
Slovak immigrants. This was the most
beautiful place to celebrate Christmas.
My favorite memory is having had the
opportunity to be a part of the elaborate
midnight Mass celebrations. This was
something my family, school, and parish
looked forward to attending every year.
My brothers were altar boys, and they
were dressed to impress with the red
cassock, white surplus, white gloves, and
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We were married quite a few years and
still no babies. After going through many
medical tests and procedures, our prayers
all led us to the decision to try to adopt a
baby. We went to Catholic Charities, where
we had many interviews and home visits.
We then started a long, long wait to see if
we would be accepted to adopt a precious
baby. The holidays approached, and we
were caught up in busyness of the coming
Christmas season. One day the phone
rang, and we were told to pick up the best
present we ever received – a beautiful baby
boy! We and all our family and friends
were overwhelmed with awe by the true
love that Christmas is all about.
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Every Christmas after that was just as
special as we were blessed by God and
Catholic Charities in the coming years
with a beautiful baby girl and another
beautiful baby boy.
- Kay Mizerk, St. Philip Parish, Addison

T
My grandparents loved to make
Christmas presents. They decided that
they would make a ceramic Nativity
set for each one of their six children.
As grandma painted the figures, my
grandfather handcrafted a stable which
he built from the wood and bark stable
from discarded trees. Grandma would
take great pride in the facial expressions
she gave to Mary. “Each one is created
differently. As you are creating each
figure, it becomes a real person,” she said.
The Nativity sets stood between six to
12 inches tall and were for inside display.
They included 10 to 12 pieces, a complete
set of all the people needed to tell the story
of the first Christmas. My grandparents
didn’t stop at completing the Nativity
sets for their children. They continued
to make a set for every one of their 20
grandchildren. They were able to see eight
of the grandchildren marry and gave them
their special Nativity set for their first
Christmas together after their wedding day.
It was a beautiful tradition they began.
My grandparents passed away in
1999 and 2001, but it was not before
they completed sets for the remaining
12 grandchildren. Each of those sets
were boxed up with a handwritten note
expressing their love for their family
and their desire for them to always keep
the spirit of Christmas alive in their
families. Since 2001, eight more of the
grandchildren have been able to open
their Nativity sets to bless their new
marriages on their first Christmases
together. Each one resonates the faith that
my grandparents believed so deeply and
passed on to each and every one of us. At
the start of Advent, my children look for
the Nativity set box to open first. We set
it up, but baby Jesus is born on Christmas
morning ,and the Wise men slowly
arrive at the stable on Jan. 6. Thank you,
grandma and grandpa!
- Nadine Heraty, Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Aurora

T
Although it is now long past, the

Christmas of 1963 still lingers fresh and
vivid in my memory. I can never forget it.
My mother’s illness came suddenly and
unexpectedly. In the late summer, we
were returning from a memorable trip to
Canada, where, as pilgrims, we visited the
beautiful shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre, a
spot where one experiences the presence
of God. On the train, my mother suffered
a heart attack, which wasn’t recognized
until after our arrival home. The miracle
of open-heart surgery and the other
marvelous cardiac advances in medicine
we are so familiar with today had not yet
arrived, but my mother received the best
treatment available. Still, by the beginning
of Advent, she began to fail rapidly, and
her doctor informed me that she wouldn’t
last until Christmas.
I was heartbroken. My mother and I
had always been extremely close and the
thought of losing her at this most joyous
season was more than I could bear. After
the doctor left the house, I told my mother
that I was going to our parish church for a
short visit. I curbed my sadness until I left
the house, but as I walked up the street,
I felt bereft and desolate, sadder than any
time in my life, compounded in that I was
alone – my other sibling, also a priest, a
missionary in the Philippines.
Our parish church of St. Kilian was one
of those beautiful, old gothic structures
so common on the south side of Chicago.
It was late morning, and the church was
empty. The cold December sun illumined
the stained glass windows as I trod the
long middle aisle to the communion
rail, where I dropped to my knees and
quietly wept. I poured out my grief to
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and
begged Him to allow my mother to spend
this last Christmas with me. To one side
of the statue of the miraculous Infant of
Prague, my mother’s favorite devotion and
image of the Lord. I did no bargaining,
no promising. I simply prayed, sought
and beseeched Jesus for this special favor.

I remember being aware of His precious
words recorded in the Gospel of Mark:
“Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you have it already, and it will be
yours.” That assurance meant so much
to me at that moment. I remained there
quietly for some time, then rose and
returned home, conscious of a peace that
had eluded me only moments before.
Shortly thereafter, my mother began to
rally. She was able to leave her bed and
move about the house. She improved
remarkably. I was pleased; the doctor
puzzled. By Christmas, she was not
only up and about, she was well enough
to attend Mass. We had a wonderful
Christmas together, one that I will never
forget. Around the middle of February,
she began to fail again, and she died on
the 25th. Not only did our Lord spare my
mother for Christmas as I had prayed. She
lived two more months to the very day!
What a magnanimous answer to prayer.
I still thank Him for that singular grace,
but always and especially at Christmas.
- Father William T. Cullen, retired diocesan priest

T
On Dec. 20, 1965, our nine-day-old
daughter, Mary Anne, died suddenly
and unexpectedly in my arms due to
an undetected heart birth defect. If it
had not been for my family, our pastor,
Father George Hurley, and our neighbors
in Chebanse, it would have been a
devastating Christmas. But with their
comfort and love, coupled with the
kindness of Sister Angela of St. Mary’s
Hospital in Kankakee, who, with a
handful of nurses, visited us on Christmas
eve with a basket of fruit and gifts for our
four older children, God’s infinite love
shone through and helped us to accept
His will. We were blessed with five more
children after her death, but Mary Anne’s
memory lives on.
- Jackie Cross, Sacred Heart, Goodrich

T
One year before Christmas, we were
visiting our daughter and her family
near St. Louis. While there one evening,
we took a family drive through the
beautiful Way of Lights at “Our Lady
of the Snows” in Belleville, IL. It was
during that ride that our young grandson
whispered his earnest and hopeful
prayer for snow for Christmas. Several
days later, on Christmas eve, he called
with great excitement to tell us of the
heavy snow that was already coming
down and drifting on his doorstep.
Shortly thereafter, as we left Mass at
St. Liborius in Steger, we were also so
happy and surprised to find snow already
accumulating outside of church. We all
received several inches of glistening white
snow that Christmas eve, and I believe
it was a very special and blessed white
Christmas!
Here is a poem I wrote about that:
One eve in mid December
My grandson said a prayer
He asked for snow for Christmas
Though the land was dry and bare
Please let it snow for Christmas!
I hear him whisper low
One day his prayer was answered!
With an awesome, heavenly glow!
It came on time for Christmas Eve
In answer to his prayer
It drifted on his doorstep
And snow was everywhere!
Though we live many miles away
Will wonders never cease…
As we left church, the snow came down
Like a blessing of heavenly peace.
Oh, what a gift of love that came
That night on Christmas eve
On gently falling snowflakes
He asked, and he received.
- Mary Janz, St. Liborius Parish, Steger
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The Beautiful

Mysteries of
Christmas

C

©iStock.com/onepony

hristmas is a
great
celebration in
the Church,
but why? After
all, it is not the mystery of the
Incarnation. The Incarnation
took place at the
Annunciation, which we
celebrate exactly nine
months earlier, on March 25,
when Mary said "Yes" to the
angel and the Word became
flesh and dwelt within her
and among us (John 1:14). So,
what happened at
Christmas? The shepherds
visited Him and the Magi
adored Him, but let us zoom
in on the moment of His
birth. At that moment
something happened for the
very first time, something
that is now repeated all over
the world, every day, in every
one of our Catholic churches.
When Christ was born on
Christmas day, a man was
able to hold God in his hands
for the very first time. This
was one of the greatest
privileges of St. Joseph. Mary
gave Him birth, and Joseph
held Him in his hands.
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In his beautiful apostolic exhortation
on St. Joseph entitled Redemptoris Custos,
Blessed Pope John Paul II states, "As
guardian of the mystery 'hidden for ages
in the mind of God,' which begins to
unfold before his eyes 'in the fullness of
time,' Joseph, together with Mary, is a
privileged witness to the birth of the Son of
God into the world on Christmas night

St. Joseph received the baby and held Him
in Bethlehem." (#10, emphasis added)
St. Joseph witnessed the miraculous birth after birth, just like every other human father
of Jesus, and he was there to hold the
must do. They both gazed upon their baby
newborn infant in his hands. Christmas
with love and raised Him with love like all
is such a wonderful festal celebration,
good parents do. They then proceeded to
because for the very first time a man held
live a normal, relatively unremarkable family
and beheld God.
life which can be held up as a model for our
It was not the first time that a woman
own family life. What sets them apart is that
held God. Mary had held Him in her
they were the first to knowingly live their
womb for nine months. For the woman,
family life in the presence of God, but in
however, it was the first time that she
this, too, they were not different from every
beheld Him with her eyes. And here we
Christian family after them; they were only
have a wonderful presentation of the
the first to do this.
complementarity of male and female.
These truths apply in each marriage
When a man holds
and are wonderful
God in his arms, the
to meditate upon.
woman can behold
Every marriage, along
What sets
Him with her eyes, but
with the subsequent
them apart
the man can only hold
conception and birth
God in His arms after a
of a child, gives the
is that they were the
woman has held Him
married couple, and
first to knowingly
within her womb. Pope
those who love them,
live their family life
John Paul II speaks of
the chance to encounter
in the presence of
this complementarity
Christmas again and
of man and woman,
again – from the baby's
God, but in this,
of mother and father,
conception, to the time
too, they were not
in his apostolic letter
that the father can hold
different from every
on the Dignity and
the baby in his hands
Christian family
Vocation of Woman:
and then together the
"In many ways [the
mother and father can
after them ..."
man] has to learn his
behold their new gift
own 'fatherhood' from
made in the image
the mother." (Mulieris Dignitatem, #18) The
and likeness of God. In preparation for the
development of a woman's motherhood
celebration of Christmas, it would do us
happens prior to the development
much good to meditate on these precious
of fatherhood, and yet the two have
moments in our own lives and in the lives
conceived the baby together with free and
of those we love. Furthermore, through
mutual cooperation. Pope John Paul II
faith, we can each learn to live more
affirms this in the same letter: "According
like Joseph and Mary, knowingly doing
to the Bible, the conception and birth of
everything in the presence of God.
At the same time, we could do well to
a new human being are accompanied by
rediscover the way that this mystery is
the following words of the woman 'I have
re-presented sacramentally every day in
brought a man into being with the help of the
our Catholic Churches. We experience
Lord’ (Gen 4:1).This exclamation of Eve, the
‘mother of all the living,’ is repeated every
this mystery through the womb of Mother
time a new human being comes into the
Church's faith, the fatherhood of the priest
world. It expresses the woman's joy and
and the "birth" of God in the consecration
awareness that she is sharing in the great
of the Holy Eucharist during Mass.
mystery of eternal generation. The spouses
We can consider these mysteries one at
share in the creative power of God!" (#18)
a time. First we have the womb of Mother
As we reflect on the historical events of
Church's faith. Christ founded the Church
Christmas, which we read about in the
on Peter and His confession of faith, "You
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, we see the
are Peter and upon this rock I build my
way that Mary and Joseph were real human
Church and the gates of the netherworld
beings who had the real experience of
shall not prevail against it." (Matt. 16:18) Just
motherhood and fatherhood. They received
as a womb receives the gift of spousal love
a newborn baby, whom Mary bore in her
and provides a safe place for that love to
womb just like every other mother must do.
grow, so also our faith receives the love of
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Feature Story
God and provides the place for that love
to grow. The Fathers of the Church spoke
about Mary's conception in this way. They
say that she conceived Christ first in her
faith and then in her womb. Mary's fruitful
faith continues on in the Church where
Mary is the perfect center of the Church.
So, the Church continually receives, in
her faith, the fruitful love of God, and He
continues to live in her. We can imagine
this in a very visual and concrete way by
thinking of the Tabernacle that holds Jesus
in all our churches.
As we continue to reflect on the daily
mystery of Christmas, we come to the
fatherhood of the priest. The priest, called
"Father," is the one who delivers the Body
of Christ from the Church's faith, holds
Him in his hands and shows Him and
gives Him to the Church. Like St. Joseph,
the priest holds Jesus in his hands, and
together with the Church, they behold
Jesus. In this way, the priest, in his
spiritual fatherhood and his spousal love
for the Church, draws much inspiration
and strength from the example and prayers
of St Joseph. Every priest stands daily at
Mass in the same stance as St. Joseph at
Christmas – receiving the helpless Jesus,
holding the loving Savior and then offering
Him in love to His Mother.
So, we can see how the Christmas
mystery, the visible and tangible
encounter of God and man, enhances
the whole of our life. As we renew this
mystery in every celebration of the Mass
and as we live out this mystery in our
own family lives, we have the opportunity
to be struck with awe at the wonder of
God's love that comes so close to us in
Jesus Christ.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a
Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa.
He is a program manager and host
for “We Are
One Body” radio
network, which
records podcasts
of Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon’s
thoughts every
week.
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“Holy Trinity is a
beautiful place to
be a part of because
it is a family ...
it is a home.”

History of

Holy Trinity Parish
Christmas Day, 1923
Holy Trinity Parish was founded as a mission on Christmas
Day, 1923. Priests from Downers Grove, aided by the
Franciscan Fathers of Mayslake, conducted services for the
next 15 years.
Spring, 1938
Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago appointed a resident pastor to
Holy Trinity. Property was purchased on our present site and
a building on the property was renovated for a rectory. The
rectory was the Gregg House, which is on the Westmont Park
District property on Linden Street and serves as the Westmont
Historical Society.
1939
A small colonial style church was built and services started
Christmas day, 1940.

Holy Trinity Parish, Westmont
Celebrates 75 Years

1950
Ground was broken for an eight-room school and rectory. The
rectory was converted to a convent and used until 1958 when
ground was broken for a convent to hold 15 nuns.

F

1959
A basement church was added, which was located in what
is now our school. The colonial church was used until 1989
when it was razed to prepare for the construction of the present
church, which was dedicated Dec. 5, 1992. The parish
continued to grow so more property was needed.

rom the beginning in 1938, with our Holy Trinity Mission Chapel newly established
– a tiny wooden building covered on the outside with tar paper – to our missionstyle Holy Trinity Parish church building of today, our parish’s Catholic commitment
finds its center in the altar. In an early history of our parish it is written, “… the altar
– the place of our sublime common worship and sacrifice – from whose tabernacle
souls are sanctified and saved.” For it is through and for the community action of the Mass
that the church building, the rectory, the school and all of our present facilities exist, and our
parish has a strategic plan and hope for a parish center and gym in our future.
One of the prime purposes of the first Catholic Woman’s Club
at Holy Trinity was to make, by hand, the altar boy’s surplices,
altar linens, and many of the priests’ vestments. The club’s
members “... were happy to work at the Christmas crib and
the Altar of Exposition on Holy Thursday.” The value of work
such as theirs, performed for the love of Christ, will never end.
The influence of Holy Trinity’s founding pastor, Father Eneas B.
Goodwin, and these examples of the work by the first Catholic
Woman’s Club, and all of the hands through the years lingers
and continues to influence our parish today.
We have taken from our plurality of giftedness and made
ourselves one, a true unity of people, the church altar as our
focus, and by each generously giving of our individual time,
labor, ingenuity, and love for the good of others. We, the parish
of Holy Trinity, are a community of believers gathered before our
church altar to be servants, people of God.
“Holy Trinity is a beautiful place to be a part of because it is a
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family,” said Joyce Feltz, a parishioner. “It is a home.”
It was 1988, during the 50th anniversary year of Holy Trinity as
a parish, when planning for a large church to replace the chapel
and the basement church built in 1959 began, to bring about
worship facilities suitable for the way we celebrate Mass. That is,
accessible to all and with “noble beauty rather than sumptuous
display,” according to the Second Vatican Council. That larger
church building, completed in 1992, required renovation in 2010
to meet new fire codes. In the newly modernized church, the
interior of the altar, filled with the prayers, wishes and hopes of
the parishioners, again serves as our prayerful center.
Beyond a doubt, it was the altar where Mass was first celebrated
among us from that time of the tar-papered mission chapel, which
brought life to the Catholic community of Westmont. From the
Mass, from the altar and from the sacraments established in our
midst, flowed the bond of fraternal charity that produced an
active and living parish, now 75 years young.

Summer, 1998
The present school underwent a major renovation.
June, 2005
The unfinished basement of the church was completed into
what is called Holy Trinity Hall.
August, 2008
The 1950 wing of the school was renovated and renamed the
Mother of Life Wing. It houses the Sacred Heart Chapel of
Eucharistic Adoration, a meeting room, and offices. In addition,
the former convent was razed to make way for the planned
construction of our Parish Center and Gym.
Summer, 2010
The renovation of our church was completed. Our Heritage
of Faith continues as we anticipate the building of our parish
center and gym in the future. We thank all our parishioners for
their generosity during all our construction phases. Without
them, none of this could have been accomplished.
Story by Joyce Fedeczko, a parishioner at Holy Trinity Parish
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Leave a Legacy

In mid October, students at two diocesan Catholic schools
participated in a fundraising effort for Waterleaf Women’s Center
in Aurora. Students could dress out of uniform and wear pink
or blue in support of Respect Life Month. The youths were also
encouraged to do an extra chore at home or for a neighbor to
raise money, or even donate their weekly allowance, if they got
one, to bring to school as their contribution for dressing out
of their uniforms. More than $6,700 was raised by All Saints
Catholic Academy and Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School, the
participating diocesan schools, both located in Naperville.

Joseph L. Langenderfer
Executive Director

Students from St. Mary Nativity Catholic School, Joliet,
enjoy working on an experiment in their science lab. The
school received $27,700 in scholarship revenue from
Catholic Education Foundation donors last year.

- REm Emb ER the CEF in your Will
or Estate Plans!

Catholic Education
Foundation
101 W. Airport Road
Romeoville, IL 60446
Ph: 815-834-4023
Fx: 815-588-6007

In mid October, children from St. Raphael Catholic School in
Naperville, along with students from several dozen diocesan
Catholic schools, walked a loop around their schools to raise
awareness and funds to fill the approximately 4,000 empty
classroom seats in Catholic schools in the diocese. It was part
of a “Move Your Feet to Give a Child a Seat” campaign started
by Catholic Education Foundation board member, Eileen Healy.
More than $11,200 has been raised by the effort.

Statement of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon Regarding
the Redefinition of Civil Marriage in Illinois
I stand in unison with my fellow Catholic Bishops and other
clergy expressing my disappointment in the redefinition of
civil marriage in Illinois. The Catholic Church deeply values
and cherishes marriage as a union between a man and a
woman. When Pope Francis addressed a similar situation
as Archbishop of Buenos Aires in June, 2010, he wrote
“The Argentine people must face, in the next few weeks, a
situation whose result may gravely harm the family. It is the
bill on matrimony of persons of the same sex. The identity
of the family, and its survival, are in jeopardy here: father,
mother, and children. The life of so many children who will be
discriminated beforehand due to the lack of human maturity
that God willed them to have a father and a mother is in
jeopardy. A clear rejection of the law of God, engraved in our
hearts, is in jeopardy. ... Let us not be naive: it is not a simple
political struggle; it is an intention [which is] destructive of the
plan of God. It is not a mere legislative project (this is a mere
instrument), but rather a ‘move’ of the father of lies who wishes
to confuse and deceive the children of God.” (“Father of lies”
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jlangenderfer
@dioceseofjoliet.org
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
edfoundation

- GivE a student in need the gift
of a Catholic Education!

Serra Club of DuPage hosting
Father Burke Masters

©iStock.com/gilas

Carrying Forward the Year of Faith:

A Walking Parable

Things to Do

The Serra Club of DuPage, an
organization supporting vocations to the priesthood and the
religious life, hosts Father Burke Masters, diocesan vocations
director, on Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. at St. Petronille Parish, Glen
Ellyn. He will talk about the state of the union for vocations
in the diocese. The night will start with the rosary and Mass
and will be followed by dinner. To make a reservation, contact
Joann Carr at carrgeojo@gmail.com or at 630.665.0994.
refers to the devil, as mentioned by Jesus in the Gospel of
John.) While this new law redefines marriage for the state, it
does nothing to change what is revealed to us by God for the
good of human society.

Retirement Fund for Religious to Hold Collection
in Early December
In early December, parishes in the diocese will be conducting
the annual collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious
(RFR). Catholic bishops of the United States initiated the RFR
in 1988 to address the profound lack of retirement funding
among religious communities. Despite ongoing generosity
to the annual collection, numerous communities continue to
struggle to provide adequate care for their senior members.
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Last Word

Call
Email
visit Us

Jane Lagger
Director of Programs

“Move Your Feet to Give a Child a Seat”
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This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang but a whimper.
+T.S. Eliot, “The Hollow Men”

T

he Year of Faith has ended. So,
how’d that work out for you?
Maybe it was like a long Lent –
lots of good intentions at the
start, but not much to show by
the end. Or maybe it was a year of great
grace – an experience of reclaiming timeless
truths to guide the path of your daily life.

Financial distributions from the RFR offer supplemental support
for bolstering retirement savings and for meeting such day-today needs as prescription medications and nursing care.
“Many of us may recall a sister, brother, or religious order
priest whose life and witness had a profound impact on our
own vocation,” said Bishop R. Daniel Conlon. “In thanksgiving

As you may recall, the Year of Faith began with Pope
Benedict XVI reminding us that “The ‘door of faith’ (Acts
14:27) is always open for us, ushering us into the life of
communion with God and offering entry into his Church”
(Porta Fidei, n. 1). The year concluded with our new Holy
Father, Francis, challenging us to "enter through the narrow
gate which is Christ" and then to walk through the door of
faith in order to take Christ into the streets. Literally.
One of the best blessings of the Year of Faith,
Pope Francis has been a walking parable of the New
Evangelization since taking office. A parable has a way of
capturing one's imagination. A parable speaks to both mind
and heart; it can both confound and console its listeners.
A really good parable also provokes much reflection and
discussion.
Isn’t this is all true of Pope Francis? He has embodied
and enacted the basic proclamation of the Good News.
Perhaps most helpfully in our post-modern context, he has
started his proclamation not with dogmas or doctrines, but
with his own personal testimony of encountering Christ
in and through the Church. Indeed, the Holy Father has
been "leading with mercy" in order that you and I might
experience what he personally knows to be true: Jesus is
calling each one of us, each day, to realize that our Heavenly
Father loves us more than we could ever imagine.
Ultimately, however, a parable reveals not only deep
truths, but also the very heart and mind of the listener. Pope
Francis is, therefore, inviting each of us to identify where
we need ongoing conversion in our own lives: Where do I
need to grow? Where do I need to become more merciful?
More other-centered? He’s also challenging us to confront
the “culture of indifference” in which we live. He is calling
us to reach out to those on the “margins” and to share the
Church’s authentic experience of solidarity with the world.
So as we move forward into Advent, let’s look for concrete
ways to encounter the One who feels all of our pain. Let’s
open ourselves to the One who alone can make us whole,
and then let’s reach out to those who are marginalized. After
all, only by opening our eyes to the living mystery of Christ
can we join the pope on his mission of mercy.
This is the way to carry forward the Year of Faith, not
with a whimper but a bang!
Story by David Spesia, the diocesan director of the
Newman Institute for Lay Formation

for this person – and for the many contributions senior women
and men religious have made to our Church and world – I ask
for your assistance.”
The collection for Retired Religious will be held throughout
the diocese during the weekend of Dec. 7-8. For more
information, go to www.retiredreligious.org.
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