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FROM THE
BISHOP

The Assumption of Mary –
A Celebration of Hope
n Saturday, August 15, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Whenever we celebrate
a feast of Our Lady or one of the saints, we are ultimately celebrating
something that God has done for them or through them. This feast
celebrates the dogma that God raised Mary’s body and soul into
heaven after the completion of her earthly life, since by virtue of her
Immaculate Conception and sinless life, she did not suffer the
consequences of original sin.

PRAY!
FOR OUR
BISHOPS

AUXILIARY
BISHOP JOSEPH
M. SIEGEL
DIOCESE
OF JOLIET
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As we celebrate this
solemnity, we are invited to
look to the heaven and our
place in it. It is about the glory
that is offered us by the death
and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The Assumption is a
vision of what God offers to
us. Mary placed her trust in
God, and in God’s hands she
is victorious over evil in this
world. She, by God’s grace, is
not defeated by pain, suffering
or death.
When Pope Pius XII declared
this dogma on November
1, 1950, he chose his timing
quite deliberately. The feast
of the Assumption had been
celebrated on this day since
the 7th century and had been
a holyday for more than 1,000
years. Yet, Pope Pius decided
to make this teaching a formal
dogma when he did because
the world had just endured
the tremendous upheaval of
World War II — the carnage of
the battlefield, the atrocities

of the holocaust and then the
beginnings of the Cold War
and the rise of world-wide
communism. In contrast to
these attacks on human life and
spirit, the Pope placed Mary
before us as a sign of hope. She
stands as one like us, a human
being, flesh and blood, and her
glorification by her Son shows
our potential — what future
can lie ahead of us if we remain
faithful.
In our own time, we see so
many attacks on human life and
dignity: violence and terrorism;
abortion, assisted suicide and
poverty; the degradation of the
human person and the human
body; and threats to marriage,
family life and religious liberty.
Closer to home, we experience
our own illnesses, losses and
pains. In the face of all these
struggles, Mary is given to us
as a channel of hope, healing
and peace.
Throughout her life, from
the moment of her “yes”
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to the angel Gabriel at the
Annunciation, to standing at
the foot of her son’s cross, she
was asked to accept struggle
and hardship — and through
it all she remained steadfast.
Mary’s fortitude, faith and
perseverance are held up as
an example for us as we strive
for holiness in and through our
Christian vocation, as we work
daily to live out our faith in our
homes, at work, in our schools
and in our communities, giving
witness to Christ and Catholic
faith in our words and actions.
This feast reminds us that if
we, too, strive to be faithful
to Christ, then we will share in
the victory of his resurrection.
The world, with its promises
of pleasure, wealth and power
are not the end all, nor do
the struggles and sorrows of
life have the final word. Our
final goal is beyond. We are
citizens of this world and are
responsible for it — yet our
true home lies ahead in God’s
heavenly kingdom.
So the feast of the
Assumption of Mary is
more than just a nice
commemoration of a doctrine
or dogma — it is meant to
inspire and change us. We are
reminded of our great potential
and our true goal as children
of God. Mary stands as that
sign of hope in the midst of
life’s difficulties, crosses and
contradictions.
The challenge is for us,
with Mary, to trust in God’s
promises, to give our “yes” to
his will, and to live our faith
actively and fully. With Mary, let
us proclaim that the Almighty
has done great things for us —
let us rejoice and give thanks
to Him.

ESPAÑOL

El sábado 15 de agosto, celebramos la
solemnidad de la asunción de la Santísima
Virgen María. Siempre que celebramos
una fiesta de la Virgen o de los Santos, en
ultimadamente estamos celebrando algo que
Dios ha hecho por ellos o a través de ellos.
Esta fiesta celebra el dogma que Dios levantó
a María cuerpo y alma al cielo después de la
terminación de su vida terrenal, ya que en
virtud de su Inmaculada Concepción y su vida
sin pecado, ella no sufrió las consecuencias
del pecado original.
Mientras celebramos esta solemnidad, se nos
invita a mirar hacia el cielo y nuestro lugar en él.
Se trata de la gloria que nos es ofrecida por la
muerte y resurrección de Jesucristo. La asunción
es una visión de lo que Dios nos ofrece. María
coloca su confianza en Dios, y en las manos de
Dios es victorioso sobre el mal en este mundo.
Ella, por gracia de Dios, no es derrotada por el
dolor, sufrimiento o muerte.
Cuando Papa Pio XII declaro este dogma el 1
de noviembre de 1950, eligió su momento muy
conscientemente. La fiesta de la asunción era
celebrada este día desde el siglo 7 y había sido
un día de fiesta para más de 1,000 años. Sin
embargo, Papa Pio decidió hacer esta enseñanza
un dogma formal cuando lo hizo ya que el mundo
acababa de soportar la agitación tremenda, la
segunda guerra mundial – la matanza del campo
de batalla, las atrocidades del Holocausto y
entonces los principios de la guerra fría y el
surgimiento del comunismo mundial. En contraste
con estos ataques contra la vida humana y el
espíritu, el Papa colocó a María ante nosotros
como un signo de esperanza. Ella está parada
como uno, como nosotros, un ser humano, de
carne y hueso, y su glorificación por su hijo

demuestra nuestro potencial - Qué futuro puede
esperarnos, si permanecemos fieles.
En nuestros días vemos tantos ataques contra
la vida humana y la dignidad: la violencia y el
terrorismo; aborto, suicidio asistido y la pobreza;
la degradación de la persona humana y el cuerpo
humano; amenazas a la vida familiar, matrimonio
y libertad religiosa. Más cerca de casa,
experimentamos nuestras propias enfermedades,
pérdidas y dolores. Ante todas estas luchas, María
es dada a nosotros como un canal de esperanza,
curación y paz.
A lo largo de su vida, desde el momento de
su "sí" al ángel Gabriel en la Anunciación, hasta
llegar al pie de la Cruz frente a los pies de su
hijo, le pidieron que aceptara la lucha y las
dificultades – y a través de todo, ella permaneció
firme. La perseverancia, fe y fortaleza de María
se llevan a cabo y son elevados como ejemplos
para nosotros que buscamos la santidad en y
a través de nuestra vocación cristiana, ya que
trabajamos diariamente para vivir nuestra fe
en nuestros hogares, en el trabajo, en nuestras
escuelas y en nuestras comunidades, dando
testimonio de Cristo y nuestra Fe Católica en
nuestras palabras y acciones. Esta fiesta nos
recuerda que sí nosotros tratamos de ser fieles
a Cristo, entonces compartiremos en la victoria
de su resurrección. El mundo, con sus promesas
de placer, riqueza y poder no son lo máximo, ni
las luchas y tristezas de la vida tienen la última
palabra. Nuestro objetivo final es más allá. Somos
ciudadanos de este mundo y somos responsables
de él, pero nuestro verdadero hogar se encuentra
por delante en el reino celestial de Dios.
Así que la fiesta de la asunción de María es más
que una bonita conmemoración de una doctrina o
dogma – está destinada a inspirar y cambiarnos.
Se nos recuerda de nuestro gran potencial y
nuestro verdadero objetivo como hijos de Dios.
María es el signo de esperanza en medio de
dificultades, cruces y contradicciones de la vida.
El reto es para nosotros, con María, confiar
en las promesas de Dios, para dar el "sí" a su
voluntad y vivir nuestra fe activa y plenamente.
Con María, proclamar que el Todopoderoso ha
hecho grandes cosas para nosotros, regocijemos
y demos gracias a Él.

OBISPO
AUXILIAR
JOSEPH M.
SIEGEL
DIÓCESIS DE
JOLIET

ORAR!
POR
NUESTROS
OBISPOS
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YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL NEWS

BISHOP R. DANIEL CONLON
COMMENTS ON THE
U.S. SUPREME COURT’S
DECISION ON SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE
The Supreme
Court has
decided that
every state must
make provision
for same-sex marriage. This
is a legal decision. It is not a
decision about morality or
religious belief. Thus, it has no
impact on what the Catholic
Church understands to be the
mind of God about marriage,
nor does it affect how the
Church will teach and act
with regard to marriage.
Although the Church
cannot accept the concept of
two men or two women being
married, we nevertheless
respect those persons
who experience same-sex
attraction. Like everyone
else, they are children of God
whom Jesus came to lead to
eternal life. Following Christ is
a source of great joy; it is also,
for all of his disciples, a call to
sacrifice.

PHOTO BY KATHYRN BECKERT

KINGSWOOD ACADEMY GETS
APPROVAL AS AN AFFILIATE
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Kingswood Academy, a pre-K-8 grade
school in Darien, was recently approved
as an affiliate Catholic school of the
Diocese of Joliet. This means it enjoys
independent school status in the diocese
as a level-two affiliate, said Father John
Belmonte, the diocesan superintendent of
the Catholic Schools Office.
The academy went through an
approval process, which included its
religious curriculum being reviewed,
and approved, by Father Belmonte. The
diocesan school board also approved of
the school as an affiliate.
“The bishop, through canon law, is the
person who grants the privilege of calling
a school Catholic,” Father Belmonte said.
It is Catholic because the local bishop
has given his approval of the school and

Bishop
R. Daniel
Conlon
poses with
fourthgrade
students at
Kingswood
Academy
in Darien
during a
recent visit
there.

they enjoy affiliation with the diocese.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon recently
celebrated a Mass at the academy.
“I’m overjoyed,” said Bernadette
McCarthy, Kingswood Academy’s
principal. “I’m so excited. The core focus
of our school is ultimately to teach our
students the truth so that they can
live a life of virtue and become saints.
The whole idea of Catholicism is the
universal Church and to seek truth, and
the ultimate truth is God. And that’s
why we teach a classical curriculum
here, and that’s why we’re so overjoyed
to be part of, and recognized, as part of
the Joliet Diocese.”
According to its website
(www.kingswoodacademy.org), 		
“We believe all children will benefit from
developing strong minds and virtuous
characters.”
The other independent grade school in
the diocese is Noonan Academy in Mokena.

PROVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL’S BASEBALL TEAM WINS
ANOTHER STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Providence Catholic High School’s varsity Celtics baseball
team earned its second consecutive IHSA Class 4A State
Championship Title in mid-June at Silver Cross Field in Joliet.
The Celtics came from behind defeating Mount Carmel 6-5 in the
eighth inning and finished its season 31-11. This marks 29 state
championship titles for the Celtics — the most among private
high schools in the state.
“It is humbling to realize that we are the first large school in
the state to win back-to-back championships in 56 years,” said
Mark Smith, Providence Catholic High School’s head baseball
coach. “The confidence and perseverance these guys put into
every practice and every game paid off. I am very proud of these
players and honored to be their coach.”
4
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YEAR OF
CONSECRATED
LIFE

The Year of
Consecrated
Life was
announced
last year by
Pope Francis.
It began
during the
First Sunday
of Advent
during 2014
and will end
on Feb. 2, 2016.
In the months
ahead, the
magazine will
be celebrating
the year with
articles focusing
on consecrated
life.
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YOUR LIFE

CATHOLIC
LIFE

Amazing
Grace
Grace is what makes us holy.
Grace names a power or
strength available to us, but
from beyond us. Grace is often
glimpsed only when our own
strength is in doubt. At times, in
the history of Christianity, grace
was quantified and acted much
like money in the bank. It could
be gained, and it could be lost.
Certain acts gained more grace
than others.

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM,

who is on the Board
of Members at Joliet
Catholic Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.
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The theology of grace has become more nuanced. No longer viewed
as a quantity, or simply an effect in the soul, grace now is understood
to refer to the presence of the Holy Spirit, along with Father and Son,
in each person. Grace is God abiding in our depths.
Grace cannot be earned or achieved. It is the absolutely free,
merciful, loving presence of God. It is pure gift, requiring nothing but
gratitude. It is much like a sea which buoys all on the surface. This
sea of grace gives our humanity a depth and a strength not always
apparent on the surface of life. St. Augustine, known as the “Doctor of
Grace,” stressed the necessity of God’s help in living a good life.

Grace, always there

We often assume that in order to be a Christian we have to seek and
find God. But the saints, themselves products of grace, assure us that
God is “always already there,” seeking us. The challenge for us is not to
find and win God, but to allow God to find us. We have to live in such a
way that we are available to God.
This presence of God, grace, communicates merciful love. When we
are self-sufficient and inattentive our need for this love is not apparent.
But grace is there, sustaining us, supporting our efforts, even if rarely
acknowledged. It comes to the fore, at times, when all else is gone,
and strength is nowhere to be found. St. Paul, when faced with an
intractable problem, heard the Lord say, “My grace is sufficient for
you!” St. Paul’s experience of being empowered by
grace led to this conviction: “When I am weak, then
Grace
I am strong!” (2 Cor 12)
We grow and deepen when we surrender to
cannot be
that power within our lives. When we stop living
earned or
with the myth that we can totally control our lives
achieved.
and make them turn out as we wish, we then may
It is the
be open to grace offered us. It is an antidote to
feeling inadequate, unloved, and unappreciated. The
absolutely
indwelling presence of the Trinity and the merciful
free,
love offered us give us immense dignity and worth.
merciful,
We ultimately have to accept the fact that we
have been accepted all along. We cannot change
loving
that fundamental truth, no matter what we do. We
presence of
always have a basis to begin again. The gift of grace
God."
requires us to receive it and allow it to sustain us.
Surrendering to that grace in our lives does not
make us powerless and dependent. It actually energizes us with a
surprising strength. Establishing a relationship with that Presence met
deep within our lives changes us. Prayer is that activity which helps us
give space to the working of grace. An interior life of attentiveness and
receptivity to God not only gives us strength to carry out our desires,
but it actually changes what we want. Our desires are transformed
to be more and more in accord with God’s desire for us and for all
creation. Sometimes this change has been called “divinization,” or a
participation in God’s knowing and loving. Our humanity reaches its
high point in just such a profound union.
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CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

that could be salvaged from their
homes, and for the support of the
community. Both volunteers and
victims expressed a renewed faith
in mankind. Despite the stressful
situation, nearly everyone remained
kind and receptive to help.
As the impacted
communities
within
Catholic
Coal City work to reCharities,
Diocese of Joliet,
build what was lost
also provided Disaster
and damaged in
Relief Services to those
the storms, Catholic
who were affected by
Charities will continue
tornadoes in Kankakee
to provide services to
and Braidwood after
the storms on June
this resilient village.
22, 2015.
Catholic Charities,
Diocese of Joliet,
responds to disasters
and crises throughout the diocese
ranging from home fires that affect a
single family to tornadoes and floods,
which affect hundreds.
On the evening of Monday, June 22, 2015, a dangerous storm made its way through
In these events, Catholic Charities
the Diocese of Joliet. Tornadoes roared through several communities and left behind
provides all types of assistance
a trail of destruction to property and hundreds of families who didn’t know where to
including, but not limited to shelter,
food, and mental health services, to
turn. Thankfully, despite extensive property damage, there were few injuries and no
help families and entire communities
deaths related to the weather that night.
get back on their feet. Although
Catholic Charities is not a government
agency, it is an essential part of
their night clothes with no access to
Nearly 1,000 homes in the small
the response when disaster strikes.
anything else. Catholic Charities’ staff
village of Coal City (located in Grundy
It works in partnership with other
quickly realized that, in addition to
and Will Counties) were either
agencies and organizations that
basic needs, the residents of Coal City
damaged or destroyed by these
provide services to disaster victims
also desperately needed a friendly
powerful tornadoes. In the following
and those suffering crisis.
face and a listening ear to whom they
days, hundreds of individuals who
could tell their harrowing stories.
were impacted by this disaster made
One family of five revealed they
their ways to a multi-agency resource
had all huddled in a bathtub during
center that was an organized effort
the tornado and when they finally
that included several organizations,
emerged after the storm had passed,
including Catholic Charities, Diocese
MAKE AN IMPACT
their beautiful home was damaged
of Joliet.
so badly that it was unrecognizable.
A team of staff from
To donate to Catholic Charities’
Another family returned home after
Catholic Charities
Disaster Relief Fund, you can:
• Visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
the storm and the only salvageable
provided a variety of
• Call 815.724.1140
item they could find was its wedding
supportive services,
• Send a check to			
album. As each family told its unique
including mental
“Disaster Relief Fund”		
stories, many of them used the word
health support, food,
203 N. Ottawa St., Joliet, IL 60432
“overwhelmed” to describe how
clothing, prescriptions, gas vouchers,
they were feeling. They talked about
hotel stays, and money for vehicle and
wanting to feel “normal” again.
home repairs. Many of those who were
Another common theme was
impacted by the storms had fled their
LEARN MORE
gratitude — for life, safety, anything
homes late at night and were wearing
at catholiccharitiesjoliet.org

PROVIDING HELP AND HOPE
AFTER THE DEVASTATING TORNADOES
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YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
FAMILY

Weber: Parents said the number one thing they
wanted from the Church was to be welcomed.
Parents need not be afraid, if they have a two-yearold, to bring that two-year-old to Mass. Family life is
messy, and Pope Francis said that's OK. The second
question they asked in huge numbers is: “How can you help me to
live out our faith as a family out in the world, not just at church?"
And, so parents are asking, "What do we do?"
What we need to do is have little home rituals. We sometimes
think in a way that’s too complicated. But if a parent blesses the child
on the forehead every morning when that kid leaves for school or
the children bless the parents before they go to work, that is a God
moment in that family. It reminds us that God is already present, and
we need to recognize the holiness in the home.

 WHAT DO
CATHOLIC
PARENTS
WANT?

Weber: Parents have told us they often don't feel
welcomed if their child is fidgety or if their
adolescent has a lot of tattoos or piercings. A huge
response was from single parents. They said they
often feel not welcomed in the faith community
because they might be divorced or separated. Even
widows said, "It's a couples-oriented situation." That was a big one.
Another one was interfaith. If a Catholic is married to someone who
is not Catholic, they said they often feel awkward. That the Church is
not welcoming their non-Catholic spouses.
 WHAT

WHAT DO CATHOLIC
PARENTS WANT?
oan Weber is the coordinator of the
Family Bible Project and co-coordinator
for Young Neighbors in Action at the
Center for Ministry Development, located in
Omaha, Neb. She holds a master's degree in
pastoral ministry from Creighton University. She
recently appeared at a workshop at the
Blanchette Catholic Center in Crest Hill. Titled
“Engaging Parents: Forming Family Faith,” the
workshop, which was hosted by the diocesan
Youth Ministry Office, shared effective ways
parish communities are engaging parents and
helping families grow in faith together.
During the workshop, Weber used information
that the Center for Ministry Development has
gathered when it surveyed Catholic families
during the creation of a family Bible project.
Weber also used information that was collected
by Strong Catholic Families—Strong Catholic
Youth, a program of the National Federation
for Catholic Youth Ministry and other national
organizations. That program asked parents what
they wanted from the Church. Weber talked
about this in an interview with Carlos Briceño.

J
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ELSE DO
PARENTS
TYPICALLY
SAY?

Weber: To weave prayer in. If families are really
busy, don't do a whole rosary. Do one decade of
the rosary. Or, if you can't, do a whole litany of
the saints, create your own family litany, which is
all the patron saints of each member of the
family. It will be just yours. Do short, but very
powerful, prayers as a family. Read one
paragraph, or verse, from Scripture a day as a
family. We often make it so big and so
complicated that families say, "There is no way
we can do that. Or we don't have time." So do
something simple. Keep it simple, but do something like that.
Have family faith conversations. Talk to your children. Tell them,
"When I was your age, this was my image of God." So that
children can see, "Oh, gosh, mom didn't have it all together when
she was my age." So let them know what it was like for you as an
adolescent or as a child, whatever age your children are.
Do service with your children because service is part of the
Gospel call. And yet, so often, children do service like getting
ready for confirmation or in youth ministry. Why would they think
it's part of life-long discipleship if they never see mom or dad
serving? So doing a service as a family would be another way.
 WHAT
ARE SOME
SPECIFIC
WAYS YOU
RECOMMEND
THAT
PARENTS
CAN HELP
MAKE FAITH
A PRIORITY IN
THE FAMILY?

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED
LIFE

A Vocation Story

I

invite you to accompany
me on a journey of call and
response, of mystery and trust,
of unbelievable surprises that
awaited me “just around the
bend” in this journey called life.
I grew up in a family of
five children in Columbus,
Ohio, and I began to
consider a call to religious
life when I was in the
eighth grade. I put the
idea on the “back burner”
once I became involved
in high school activities:
the Catholic Students Mission
Crusade; cheerleading at football
and basketball games; Friday night
dances at the parish social hall
where my teen friends gathered;
volunteering at a local nursing home;
and, of course, academic studies.
The sense of being called to the
consecrated life as a woman religious
continued to surface at times of
prayer and in my relationship with
the Franciscan sisters who taught me.
I’m sure I was also drawn to religious
life because of the lived faith I
witnessed in the lives of my parents
and grandparents, as well as extended
family members, which included four
Franciscan and four Dominican sisters!
At the end of my senior year of high
school, I decided to join the Sisters of
St. Francis of Mary Immaculate in Joliet
— also known as the Joliet Franciscans

— as their spirit of Gospel living,
hospitality, and prayer resonated with
my own spirit. Leaving my family and
friends at the age of 17 was not easy,
but once I made the decision to follow
Christ’s call, the journey around that
bend in the road was a peaceful one.
Fast-forward 53 years and I
find myself celebrating the 50th
anniversary of my religious profession
of vows, which I professed on Aug.
12, 1965. What an incredible journey
of blessings, challenges,
relationships, opportunities
and surprises this has
been! I was a novice and
young professed sister in
the years of the Second
Vatican Council, and
I remember reflecting
carefully with other young
religious on the challenges of
post-Vatican II religious life, especially
the call to recapture the charism of
our founders. Mother Alfred Moes
founded our congregation in 1865,
and her spirit was one of courage,
risk-taking, and response to present
needs.
During the past 50 years, my life of
ministry has followed many paths, and
I believe each path was the one God
wanted me to walk at that particular
time of my life. After graduating from
college, I taught young children in
elementary schools for nine years.
I found the children inquisitive
and eager to learn. I lived in parish
convents and had the opportunity
to be involved in different phases
of parish life, such as serving on a
parish liturgy committee or with
adult formation and serving as a
lector and eucharistic minister. Those

experiences helped to prepare me for
ministry as a pastoral associate in a
very large parish where I visited the
sick and elderly at home, in hospitals
or in hospices, and also served on the
parish RCIA team. I ministered to the
dying and to their families, and often
led prayer vigils at funeral homes.
Later, I was called by my sisters
to serve our community in several
types of ministry: as the general
secretary of the congregation; as the
director of initial formation/director
of novices; and as the vice-president
and councilor for the membership
on our governing board. All of
these experiences broadened my
knowledge and vision of the Church,
the people of God, and brought me
into contact with other religious
leaders on the diocesan, national,
and international levels. My present
ministry is probably the one that
surprises me the most, as I did not
grow up with a childhood dream of
becoming a canon lawyer. But that is
where God called me more than 20
years ago, and following that “bend
in the road” has given me the gift and
privilege of serving divorced people
who come to the Tribunal seeking
healing and reconciliation in their
quest to understand their standing in
the Church community.
In this Year of Consecrated Life
established by Pope Francis, I take to
heart his call to look to the past with
gratitude, to live the present with
passion, and to embrace the future
with hope.
The Joliet Franciscans will be holding
an open house on Aug. 23, from 11 a.m.2 p.m., at the Joliet Franciscan Center,
1433 Essington Rd., Joliet.

STORY BY
SISTER ELAINE
KERSCHER, OSF

GO ONLINE
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CONGREGATION,
WATCH THEIR VIDEO AT
HTTP://BIT.LY/1GOASG4 AND CLICK ON THE
VIDEO THAT SAYS SISTER DOLORES.

CONTACT
FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT VOCATIONS,
CONTACT SISTER MARY JO YOUNG, OSF,
AT MJYOUNG@JOLIETFRANCISCANS.ORG.
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YOUR FAITH

EVANGELIZATION

Who, Me?
Answering the Call
to Evangelization
On a long drive down I-65
South this summer, I was
listening to a popular Christian
radio station. A woman called
into the morning show,
expressing her desire to deepen
her faith and lead others to
Jesus, and asked for advice
on how she might do this
effectively. I audibly gasped
when the host responded that
she was “not an expert by any
means” and was unsure of
what advice to give. While they
further discussed this question,
ideas immediately began
coming to my mind. What
would I say if someone asked
me this question?

10

PRAY!
ASK
ST. DOMINIC
FOR HIS
GUIDANCE

Evangelization is a word
frequently heard in the Church
today. This work of bringing
the message of Jesus to the
world has been the mission
of the Church for more than
2,000 years and continues
to be a central theme of the
pontificates of recent Popes.
In his first apostolic exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy
of the Gospel) Pope Francis
renews the Lord’s command “to
go forth from our own comfort
zone in order to reach all the
‘peripheries’ in need of the light
of the Gospel.” Indeed each
of us — priests, seminarians,
religious, and lay faithful — are
called to go forth with the light
of Jesus’ tender love and mercy
to the “peripheries.” Where are
these peripheries? They are
found not only in the materially
poor communities of the
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world, but also in the spiritually
poor and hurting members
in our families, workplaces,
neighborhoods, and even
within our own hearts. Am I up
for the challenge? Is God really
asking me to do this? Maybe
He has the wrong person?
Who, me?
On Aug. 8, the Church
celebrates the feast of St.
Dominic, one of the greatest
preachers and evangelizers in
Church history. Living in a time
marked by great confusion,
Dominic allowed the Lord to
work through him to raise up a
band of preachers who would
spread the truth and charity of
Christ throughout the world.
Eight hundred years later, the
Dominican Order continues to
flourish, bringing the light to
a world wounded by error and
darkness.

How would we respond if someone asked for advice about		
effectively witnessing to the faith? Gleaned from the wisdom 		
of St. Dominic, below are a few tips to consider:

STORY BY
SISTER CECILIA
JOSEPH, OP,

a member of
the Dominican
Sisters of St.
Cecilia and
principal of
St. Jude Catholic
School in Joliet

1. K
 now the Lord. A relationship involves two people. Faith is a relationship

with the person of Jesus Christ. In order to be effective evangelizers, we
must first be grounded in a solid friendship with the One whom we are trying
to communicate. “To contemplate and to give to others the fruits of our
contemplation,” one of three mottos of the Dominican Order, expresses the
primacy of the interior life in one who wishes to be a witness to the faith. Our
goal is to lead others to an encounter with the Lord. How can we do this if
we do not first come to know Him in a deeper way? “From the fullness of the
heart, the mouth speaks.” (Mt 12:34)

2. Joy. Once when traveling (barefoot, as usual) St. Dominic asked directions

of a man who was secretly hostile to him. The man purposely led St. Dominic
through a thicket of sharp thorn bushes. Dominic’s peace and joy in the face
of such hostility won the man’s conversion. Have you encountered a truly
joyful person? Joy, different from passing pleasure, is deep and lasting. Joy
is attractive. In a world weighed down by troubles and sorrow, the witness of
true joy sparks a desire to search for the source. Pope Francis explains that in
a rich friendship with Christ “we are liberated from our narrowness and selfabsorption. We become fully human when we become more than human, when
we let God bring us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our
being” (Evangelii Gaudium 8). God desires our happiness. Joy is a fruit of the
Holy Spirit, radiating from a person who knows the Lord. “If you are what you
should be,” St. Catherine of Siena tells us, “you will set the whole world on fire!”

3. K now the faith. Another motto of the Dominican order is “Veritas,” which

is Latin for “truth.” St. Dominic instilled in his friars the importance of study,
directed to Christ’s mission of the salvation of souls. The first letter of St. Peter
tells us to “always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you
for a reason for your hope.” (3:15) Dominic lived at time when the truth and
beauty of Christ were marred by confusion and sin. Today, we find ourselves in
a similar situation. A basic knowledge of the faith is essential in order to give
a reason for our hope. One who desires to make Christ known and to pass his
teaching on to others must have confidence. Study and learning the truths of
our faith more deeply is a lifelong process. We simply need ask the help of the
Holy Spirit, and begin — and then keep at it! A great place to start would be
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, or its shorter companion, the YouCat.

4. G
 enuine care for the other. Another story of St. Dominic relates that he

spent an entire night in an inn, in tireless dialogue with the heretic innkeeper,
in order to win him to the faith. In the end, the man was won over by the truth,
which Dominic so patiently explained. Christ was at work in Dominic’s genuine
care for this one person. Similarly, we must be eager to share the gift of faith
with each person God sends to us in the workplace, parish, on the streets,
and within our own families. Such opportunities as an invitation to prayer, a
Bible study, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass — or even just a cup of coffee — can
become occasions of grace. Our gentle invitation and humble kindness toward
the person God has entrusted to us in that moment will speak volumes.

“How can they call on him
in whom they have not
believed? And how can they
believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And
how can they hear without
someone to preach? And
how can people preach
unless they are sent? As it is
written, ‘How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring
the good news!’ ”
Romans 10: 14-15

In our efforts to respond to
the call to evangelize, let us
go forth with St. Dominic as
our guide. How will we lead
others to Christ? Are we up
for the challenge? Is God
really asking me to do this?
Who, me? Yes, you!

11

YOUR
STORIES

Letting God

Lead
A Journey from
Motherhood to
Ministry

BY MARY AMORE

12
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“Life is God’s novel. Let God write
it.” This quotation, penned by Isaac
Singer, challenges each one of us to be
open to the workings of the Spirit in
our daily lives. That is not always easy,
for most of us like to be in control. We
plan, we strategize, and then we get
frustrated because things don’t go our
way. It’s been my experience that when
I let God lead and guide my life, untold
blessings can unfold. God does the
inviting; all we have to do is respond.
Let me share my story with you.
Up until 20 years ago, I was a stayat-home wife and mom taking care
of my two young children when God
called me out of the kitchen and into
ministry. This divine invitation was not
something I was seeking, but rather
came as a surprise to me and my family.
The Lord’s plan took me to graduate
school, and after eight grueling years
of study, I earned a master’s degree
from Catholic Theological Union.
After graduation I worked full time as
director of liturgy at my home parish,
St. Mary of Gostyn. I was relieved that
I no longer had to write papers or
commute downtown to class.
About a year into my post-grad
enjoyment, I began to feel the tug
from God again; only this time it came
in the form of an inner yearning, a
deep-seated desire in the depths of
my soul to continue my theological
education. I chose to ignore it because
this was not my plan. I was done
with school, or so I thought. God is
relentless, and the divine tugging
continued, and so two years after my
graduation, I applied for the Doctor
of Ministry program at CTU and was
accepted. Another long but rewarding
road began for me. Since returning
to school was not my plan but God’s,
I wrestled with what I would do with
this new degree. What did God want
me to do now? After some prayerful
discernment, I finally surmised that
God must be calling me to teach. I was
quite certain.

COVER STORY

Upon receiving my degree, I began
submitting my curriculum vitae to
local Catholic colleges and universities,
and to my surprise, letters of rejection
came quickly! I was bewildered and
frustrated. If I wasn’t supposed to
teach, what did God want me to do
with this degree? I took my questions
to prayer, and I waited for an answer,
trusting that God would show me the
way. I waited two years and, finally, the
response from God came.
Saturday mornings at my house are
rather mundane. Unless I’m working,
I clean the house, and my husband
does his weekly errands. On one
particular Saturday morning nine
years ago, we broke from routine. On
that day, Joe asked me if I wanted to
go out for breakfast. I wasn’t really
hungry, but something made me
say yes. So I got dressed to go out.
As we were walking out the door,
my husband got a phone call on our
house phone. As I was waiting for him
to finish his conversation, I decided
to pick up the newspaper that was
sitting on the top of a stack of papers.
It was the Explorer, the former
publication of the Diocese of Joliet.
I randomly opened the newspaper
and my eyes fell upon the classified
ads page. There I saw God’s response
to my prayers: Mayslake Ministries, in
Downers Grove, was seeking a new
full-time executive director.
As I read the requirements for
this position, I felt the fire of the
Spirit consume me, and I knew with
certitude that this was the answer
to my prayers. I immediately went
upstairs to my computer and emailed
my resume. Within days, I was called in
for a series of personal interviews, and
the rest is history.
In the nine years that I have served
as executive director of Mayslake
Ministries, God has provided me with
the means and opportunity to grow
our ministry so that even the most
vulnerable of our community can
receive healing and spiritual renewal
through our programs and services.

One of the most unique retreat
programs that Mayslake Ministries
offers is our Veteran’s Ministry. These
spiritual retreats are offered free
of charge to all military men and
women suffering from the effects of
Post-Traumatic Spiritual Stress. The
retreats provide a safe environment
where soldiers are invited to share
their stories in the midst of other
military, in the hopes of beginning
a healing process. As Christians, we
believe in God’s abundant mercy and
forgiveness, but people who have gone
through trauma often struggle with
forgiveness and reconciliation. The
need for healing amongst our military
is so great that Mayslake Ministries now
offers these retreats not only in Illinois,
but also in Wisconsin and Iowa.
Mayslake Ministries has also created
a First Responder’s Ministry for
police, fire and paramedics. These
brave men and women put their life
on the line for us every single day,
but who is there to help them in the
midst of their trauma and suffering?
This ministry seeks to help our first
responders rediscover the mercy and
love of Jesus in the midst of their
difficult profession. These programs
are also offered free of charge to all
police, fire and paramedics.
In 2016, Mayslake Ministries will be
celebrating its 25th anniversary as
a center for spirituality, and in those
years, individual spiritual direction
has been one of the hallmarks of our
ministry. As the executive director,
I sought to increase the number of
directors on staff so we could serve
God’s people in a greater capacity.
Mayslake Ministries now has 26
spiritual directors on staff, making
Mayslake Ministries the largest
resource for spiritual direction in
Chicago. We also have pastoral
counselors who specialize in grief and
addictive behavior, all of which affects
one’s relationship with Christ.
During these past nine years in my
job, I have witnessed my own faith
deepen because of the nature of the

... God has provided me with
the means and opportunity
to grow our ministry so that even
the most vulnerable of our
community can receive healing and
spiritual renewal through our
programs and services."

work that I do each day. In my role
as executive director, parish mission
speaker and retreat facilitator for
Mayslake Ministries, I have the sacred
responsibility of touching the hearts
and souls of God’s people, and this
is a humbling reality for me because
I realize that, without the help of
God, I could not do my job. Through
the years, I have learned to seek the
wisdom of the Spirit before every
conversation, so that the presence of
Christ is with me as I offer words of
encouragement to those whom God
sends my way. Every morning, I offer
my entire day to the Lord so that I
can be a vessel of grace to all who
seek to know and love Jesus through
the programs and services offered by
Mayslake Ministries. As I look to the
future, I do agree with Isaac Singer
that “Life is a novel,” and I am totally
content in letting God write each and
every page!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MAYSLAKE MINISTRIES, GO TO WWW.MAYSLAKEMINISTRIES.ORG.
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The Reasoning of the Court

Same-sex Marriage
On June 26, 2015, the
United States Supreme
Court held, in a 5-4
decision, that the 14th
Amendment to the United
States Constitution requires
all 50 states to license a
marriage between two
people of the same sex and
to recognize a marriage
between two people of
the same sex when their
marriage was lawfully
licensed and performed in
a different state.

BY DOUG CULP,

the CAO and secretary
for pastoral life for the
Diocese of Lexington,
Ky. He holds an MA in
theology from Catholic
Theological Union
in Chicago.
14

The Case
This Supreme Court case actually
involved suits from four different states:
Michigan (DeBoer v. Snyder, Governor of
Michigan), Kentucky (Bourke v. Beshear,
Governor of Kentucky), Ohio (Obergefell
v. Hodges, Director, Ohio Department of
Health) and Tennessee (Tanco v. Haslam,
Governor of Tennessee). However,
Obergefell v. Hodges is the one that
identifies the Supreme Court case.
In total, 14 same-sex couples and two
men, whose same-sex partners were
deceased, filed suits in Federal District
Courts in their respective home states
claiming that state officials had violated
their 14th Amendment rights by denying
them the right to marry or by refusing to
recognize marriages legally performed
in other states. In each District Court,
the petitioners received a favorable
ruling. However, upon appeal, the Sixth
Circuit Court of the United States
consolidated the cases and reversed
the ruling of the District Courts, which
precipitated the Supreme Court’s
agreement to hear the case.
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In the majority opinion written by
Justice Anthony Kennedy, the court
pointed in particular to four principles
and traditions that demonstrate both
the existence of a fundamental right to
marriage under the Constitution and its
application with equal force to samesex couples. First, the court argued the
right to personal choice when it comes
to marriage is inherent in the concept
of individual autonomy, an autonomy
that exists regardless of one’s sexual
orientation.
Second, because the fundamental
right to marry supports a two-person
union unlike any other in terms of its
importance to committed individuals.
The court held that this right confers
and protects an intimate association that
equally extends to same-sex couples.
Third, the right to marry safeguards
children and families and benefits
from other rights such as childbearing,
procreation and education. However,
because married couples can choose
not to procreate or can be prevented
from doing so due to other physical
difficulties, the right to marry cannot
be conditioned on the capacity or
commitment to procreate and, thereby,
cannot be used as a reason to exclude
same-sex couples from marriage.
Further, the court held that denying
children of same-sex couples the
recognition, stability and predictability of
marriage can stigmatize them and cause
them to feel their family is less.
Finally, the decision stated that both
Supreme Court cases and the traditions
of the United States establish the
fundamental role marriage plays in the
country. Marriage, in fact, is at the center
of many aspects of the legal and social
order. When applied to married couples,
there can be no distinction made
between same-sex and opposite-sex
couples in the enjoyment and exercise of
this central national institution.

and continues to be “the lifelong union
President of the U.S. Conference of
of one man and one woman.”
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Archbishop
Later, in a follow-up interview with
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville issued a
Our Sunday Visitor on June 29, 2015,
statement on the same day the court’s
Archbishop Kurtz stressed the Church’s
decision was announced. The full
view of marriage as a sacrament, that is,
statement can be found at the USCCB
“an efficacious sign of and participation
website (www.usccb.org). In his remarks,
in the very mystery
Archbishop Kurtz
of Christ and the
noted that the nature
Church … and sexual
of the human person
The reaction of
difference is essential.”
and marriage are
the U.S. bishops
At the same time, he
unchanged regardless
also acknowledged
of a decision by
that the Church has
the Supreme Court
“perhaps not done enough to teach the
or any court. He went on to say that
beauty of marriage and the purpose and
it “is profoundly immoral and unjust
inherent design of family life.”
for the government to declare that
For more resources and/or to see what
two people of the same sex can
other bishops across the United States
constitute a marriage.” He reaffirmed
have said about the Supreme Court
the commitment of Catholic bishops to
decision legalizing same-sex marriage,
“follow our Lord” and continue to teach
visit the USCCB website
and to act according to the truth that
www.marriageuniqueforareason.org.
marriage has been from the beginning

HOW TO
RESPOND?
In his June 29, 2015
interview with Our
Sunday Visitor,
USCCB President
Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz offered this
advice ...

1. Be a good witness.

Treat everyone with
respect and dignity.
Love everyone just as
Christ has loved you.
Be a joyful witness
to the truths Christ
has revealed and the
Church has taught.

2. Speak the truth
with love.
3. Live as you
believe. Shape your

FOR MORE RESOURCES
PLEASE VISIT THE USCCB WEBSITE AT
WWW.MARRIAGEUNIQUEFORAREASON.ORG.

The Impact on Religious Liberty
The decision to legalize samesex marriage might very well have
significant consequences for religious
liberty. Justice Kennedy did attempt
to assuage any concern in the
majority opinion by citing the First
Amendment’s protection of religious
organizations and persons. However,
in his dissent, Chief Justice Roberts

questioned what might happen when
people of faith exercise religion in
ways that may conflict with the right
to same-sex marriage (for example, a
religious adoption agency declining
to place a child with same-sex
couples). He concluded that “people
of faith can take no comfort in the
treatment they receive from the
majority (opinion) today.”
Archbishop Kurtz suggested in

life according to the
truth and advocate
for the recognition
of marriage as the
faithful union of one
man and one woman.

his interview that the Church “will
face greater pressure now to mute
our voices … [as] the freedom to
run our ministries and participate
in the public square while holding
to the teachings of Jesus will likely
be challenged.” He went on to note
that “new legal requirements could
threaten the life and work of the
Church as well as other religious
institutions and individuals of faith.”
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DID YOU KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW?

Prior to the Supreme Court’s ruling, same-sex marriage
was legal in 36 states and the District of Columbia. However,
in 19 of the 36 states, same-sex marriage only became legal
after federal courts struck down laws or state constitutional
amendments banning same-sex unions in 2014.

The 14th Amendment was ratified on
July 9, 1868, during the Reconstruction era.
Its overall goal was to safeguard the Civil
Rights Act of 1866, which ensured that all
citizens be given “full and equal benefit of
all laws.”
Four principles were asserted in the
Amendment:

And the catechism says ...
The Catechism of the Catholic Church addresses the topic of
homosexuality in only four of its 2865 paragraphs. Here are
the highlights:
•T
 radition has always declared that “homosexual acts
are intrinsically disordered” as they are contrary to the
natural law, close the sexual act to the gift of life, and
do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual
complementarity. “Under no circumstances can they be
approved.” 2357
• Though the homosexual inclination is objectively
disordered, homosexuals “must be accepted with
respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust
discrimination in their regard should be avoided.” 2358
• “Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues
of self-mastery that teach them inner freedom, at times
by the support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and
sacramental grace, they can and should gradually and
resolutely approach Christian perfection.” 2359

1.

 tate and federal citizenship for all
S
persons regardless of race, those born
or naturalized in the United States,
was reaffirmed.

2.

 o state would be allowed to abridge
N
the “privileges and immunities” of
citizens.

3.

 o person was allowed to be deprived
N
of life, liberty or property without
“due process of law.”

4.

 o person could be denied
N
“equal protection of the laws.”

Source: Martin Kelly http://americanhistory.about.com/
od/usconstitution/a/14th-Amendment-Summary.htm

How the Justices Voted
THE MAJORITY OPINION:
Justice
Justice
Justice
Justice
Justice

Anthony Kennedy (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Sonia Sotomayor (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (JEWISH)
Elena Kagan (JEWISH)
Stephen Breyer (JEWISH)

THE DISSENTING JUSTICES:
Chief Justice John Roberts (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Justice Antonin Scalia (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Justice Clarence Thomas (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
Justice Samuel Alito (ROMAN CATHOLIC)
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From the Majority Opinion ...

From the Dissent of ...

“The ancient origins of marriage confirm its centrality, but
it has not stood in isolation from developments in law and
society. The history of marriage is one of both continuity and
change. That institution—even as confined to opposite-sex
relations—has evolved over time.”

CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS:

“The right to marry is fundamental as a matter of history and
tradition, but rights come not from ancient sources alone.
They rise, too, from a better informed understanding of how
constitutional imperatives define a liberty that remains urgent
in our own era. Many who deem same-sex marriage to be
wrong reach that conclusion based on decent and honorable
religious or philosophical premises, and neither they nor their
beliefs are disparaged here. But when that sincere, personal
opposition becomes en- acted law and public policy, the
necessary consequence is to put the imprimatur of the State
itself on an exclusion that soon demeans or stigmatizes those
whose own liberty is then denied. Under the Constitution,
same-sex couples seek in marriage the same legal treatment
as opposite-sex couples, and it would disparage their choices
and diminish their personhood to deny them this right.”

“… this court is not a legislature. Whether same-sex
marriage is a good idea should be of no concern to
us. Under the Constitution, judges have power to say
what the law is, not what it should be.”
“Five lawyers have closed the debate and enacted
their own vision of marriage as a matter of
constitutional law.”
“The majority may be right that the ‘history of
marriage is one of both continuity and change,’ but
the core meaning of marriage has endured.”

JUSTICE SCALIA:
“… it is not of special importance to me what the
law says about marriage. It is of overwhelming
importance, however, who it is that rules me. Today’s
decree says that my Ruler, and the Ruler of 320
million Americans coast-to-coast, is a majority of the
nine lawyers on the Supreme Court.”

JUSTICE THOMAS:

WHERE IN THE WORLD?
The United States has now taken its place among
20 other countries that allow same-sex couples to marry
in all of their jurisdictions.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Netherlands (2000)
Belgium (2003)
Canada (2005)
Spain (2005)
South Africa (2006)
Norway (2009)
Sweden (2009)
Iceland (2010)
Portugal (2010)
Argentina (2010)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Denmark (2012)
Uruguay (2013)
New Zealand (2013)
France (2013)
Brazil (2013)
England and Wales (2013)
Scotland (2014)
Luxembourg (2014)
Finland (2015)
Ireland (2015)

“Yet the majority invokes our Constitution in the
name of a “liberty” that the Framers would not have
recognized, to the detriment of the liberty they
sought to protect. Along the way, it rejects the idea
— captured in our Declaration of Independence —
that human dignity is innate and suggests instead
that it comes from the Government.”

JUSTICE ALITO:
“This understanding of marriage, which focuses
almost entirely on the happiness of persons who
choose to marry, is shared by many people today,
but it is not the traditional one. For millennia,
marriage was inextricably linked to the one thing
that only an opposite-sex couple can do: procreate.”
“If this traditional understanding of the purpose of
marriage does not ring true to all ears today, that
is probably because the tie between marriage and
procreation has frayed.”
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YOUR STORY
RETREAT

Ros-a-ree Experience
Offers Scouts a

STORY AND
PHOTO BY
BARB NADEAU

Faith-filled and Fun
Summer Retreat
The Ros-a-ree, the Joliet Diocese Catholic
Committee on Scouting’s annual summer retreat
experience, held at St. Mary's Catholic Church
in Plano, will take place on Aug. 14 – 16.
Ros-a-ree is an experience unlike
any other. Scouting youth, ages 12 and
up, from all scouting organizations
(Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts
of the USA, and American Heritage
Girls) participate in a three-day retreat
experience where they can grow
in their relationship with God and
learn more about their Catholic faith
with likeminded peers. At Ros-a-ree,
scouting youth learn more about
their role in the future of the church
through large group presentations,
small group discussions; prayer
services; Mass with Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon; early morning adoration;
participating in the Liturgy of the
Hours; the rosary; the Divine Mercy
chaplet; and even enjoying a praise
and worship concert. The Ros-a-ree
Retreat Experience encompasses it
all. Last year, it even included Bishop
Conlon camping overnight.
Started in 2014, the Ros-aree Retreat promises to take the
participants on a journey through
their Catholic faith. Last August,
the topics included conversion,
vocation, leadership, and religious
awards available through scouting.
Participants will tent/camp on
site at the campus of St. Mary
Catholic Church in Plano. All meals
are included. Participants receive
18

retreat materials and spiritual
aids, a commemorative patch,
and an opportunity to be part of
a professional group portrait to
remember the event.
Ros-a-ree began as a vision of the
Joliet Diocese Catholic Committee
on scouting, and as a challenge
by Bishop Conlon, to create a new
retreat experience, especially for
scouting youth and their leaders.
One of the key missions of the Rosa-ree is to promote the religious
medal awards unique to the Catholic
faith and to reinvigorate scouting
youth and adult scout leaders in
recognizing that a scout is reverent.
St. Mary Catholic Church, located
at 901 North Center Street, Plano,
is large enough to accommodate
the entire retreat. The parish is
located in a somewhat rural setting.
It offers spacious grounds, a rosary
prayer garden, elementary school
and gymnasium, and two distinct
gathering centers in their new church
building and their adoration chapel.
While still being cozy and intimate
enough to create a beautiful camping
atmosphere, there’s room to play and
to pray at St. Mary’s.
Scouts should plan to arrive
early Friday evening of the retreat
weekend, to set up their tents and
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campsites in the spacious grassy
areas provided. A retreat leadership
team of youth and adults will be
your hosts for the weekend. Gettingto-know-you activities are planned;
there is a cracker barrel each evening
offering an opportunity for fellowship
between youth and adults, and
prayer services are offered each
evening before retiring. Saturday will
be a jammed-packed day, including
adoration in the parish’s perpetual
Adoration Chapel; engaging Catholic
speakers; time for small group
discussions; prayer services in the
parish’s rosary garden at the Shrine
to Our Lady of Guadalupe; large
group games; leadership exercises;
and sessions to introduce youth
and their leaders to the various
religious awards that can be earned.
Saturday evening’s events conclude
with a scout campfire and praise
and worship concert. Sunday’s
activities include Mass with Bishop
Conlon, Sunday brunch, and closing
ceremonies complete with retreat
recognition awards.
Ninety-five participants attended
the first annual Ros-a-ree in August
2014. Organizers are hoping to
increase that number this year.

GO ONLINE
MORE INFORMATION AND
REGISTRATION MATERIALS
ARE AVAILABLE AT
DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG/SCOUTING.

STORY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO

A SPOTLIGHT ON THE

SPECIAL NEEDS
MINISTRY

In June, parish leaders gathered at
the Blanchette Catholic Center for
a day-long workshop on serving
families of persons with disabilities.
Christ is Our Hope sat down with
Joyce Donahue, the catechetical
associate in the diocesan Religious
Education Office, who has
coordinated the diocese’s Special
Needs Ministry since 2005.

Q:

WHAT IS THE SPECIAL NEEDS
MINISTRY?

Donahue: Our focus is service and
advocacy — making sure that the
needs of persons with disabilities
are served around the diocese. We
have been, for 30 years, the diocese’s
clearinghouse for disabilities ministry.
Of course, since we are the Religious
Education Office, the primary way
we do that is by assisting parishes to
prepare children for sacraments and
to serve them through ongoing faith
formation.
We also put on, with generous
assistance from the Knights of
Columbus, the annual Bishop’s Mass
with Persons with Disabilities, an
opportunity for persons with special
needs and their families to come
together to celebrate. This year that
Mass and luncheon will be on Oct.
4 at Holy Family Catholic Church,
Shorewood.

YOUR STORY
MINISTRY

Q:

WHAT ARE SOME OTHER WAYS
YOUR OFFICE HELPS PARISHES
SERVE THOSE WITH DISABILITIES?

Donahue: We provide policies,
resources and training about best
practices and curriculum for parish
leaders and catechists of children
and teens. We also provide parishbased workshops and informational
sessions at regional meetings. We
loan curriculum materials to assist
parishes. At the diocesan level, we
don’t provide any direct instruction,
but we help families find services in
their local parish or area.

Q:

CAN ANY PERSON, NO
MATTER WHAT THEIR ABILITY,
CELEBRATE SACRAMENTS?

Donahue: Yes! The Church says all
persons should be prepared to the
best of their ability, to the point of
“readiness.” This is not about knowing
certain prayers or answering questions.
Readiness for first Eucharist, for
example, is some sign (verbal or
non-verbal) they know Eucharist is
different from ordinary bread. Parents
or caregivers can help understand
when their child is ready. However, in
the case of the profoundly disabled,
the United States Catholic Bishops’
“Guidelines for the Celebration of
the Sacraments with Persons with
Disabilities” make it clear that no one
is to be denied because of disability.

Q:

DO ALL PARISH PROGRAMS
SERVE PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES?

Donahue: They should, but, of course,
resources vary, depending on the
size of a parish. The local parish is
where a family should begin. Almost
all religious education programs
in the diocese do some inclusion,
mainstreaming those with less-severe
disabilities alongside other children
when possible. Every parish should
make reasonable accommodations for
the needs of those with disabilities to
participate fully. If a child attends day
school and has an IEP (Individualized
Education Program) many parishes

will try to duplicate that — if a child
needs a one-on-one aide, or a trained
special education teacher, for instance.
The most common disabilities served
by inclusion in religious education
classrooms are physical disabilities and
the less-severe cognitive disabilities
such as ADHD/ADD or mild autism.
In some cases, deaf students may be
able to be included if an interpreter
can be provided.

Q:

WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE
WHO ARE NON-VERBAL OR
CANNOT FUNCTION IN A REGULAR
CLASSROOM?

Donahue: Persons unable to function in
a regular setting can take advantage of
separate classrooms while the program
normally meets or, in some parishes,
programs that meet separately.
Currently, 20 parishes have separate
programs or classrooms. Some of
these serve adults as well as children.

Q:

DO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
ALSO SERVE THOSE WITH
DISABILITIES?

Donahue: Currently only All Saints
Academy in Naperville serves all
forms of disability, but many of our
diocesan schools include those who
can be mainstreamed. Parents should
check with the individual school.

Q:

HOW CAN FAMILIES FIND OUT
WHAT IS OFFERED IN PARISH
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION?

Donahue: We have a listing of the
services parish religious education
programs provide, along with the
name and phone number of the
person to contact on our website. The
easiest way to find that is to go to
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/reo/
and click on the scrolling banner on
the top that says, “Find Parish special
needs religious education.”

QUESTIONS?
CALL DONAHUE AT
815.221.6146 OR EMAIL
JDONAHUE@DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG.
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STORY BY THOMAS L. GARLITZ,
THE DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE
FOR HUMAN DIGNITY

PAPAL
ENCYCLICAL

LAUDATO SI'
A FIRST TAKE ON THE POPE’S
LATEST ENCYCLICAL
Laudato Si’

is not your parents’ environmentalism.
Pope

Francis’

message

in

his

latest

encyclical is so much more than “Reduce. Re-use. Recycle.” It
could

perhaps

best

be

described

as

“Repent.

Reconcile.

Resurrect.” He calls us to repent from greed and consumerism.
We are to “replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with
generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of sharing, to move away
from what I want to what God’s world needs” (LS 9).

To reconcile with God, with our
neighbor, and with all of creation,
Pope Francis counsels that “the best
way to put men and women in their
place, putting an end to their claim to
absolute dominion over the earth, is
once again to put forward the figure of
a Father, who creates and who alone
owns the world. Otherwise, human
beings will always try to impose their
own laws and interest on reality.” (LS
75) And we are called to live with a
view toward resurrection; that is, to
understand that, even as we anticipate
the resurrection of our own bodies as
part of the salvation story, creation,
too, longs for this renewal. All of God’s
creation, humankind, plants, animals,
the earth, indeed the entire universe
will share together in the renewal
made possible through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans
8:19-22; LS 83) We, therefore, must
care for and protect that which we will
20

continue with into eternity, even as we
care for our own bodies.
Laudato Si’ is powerfully pro-life and
specifically anti-abortion. Pope Francis
presents the seamless garment like no
other encyclical and explicitly calls for
protection of the unborn. He makes it
clear that you cannot say you care for
the environment, or any issue of justice,
if you do not care for the unborn.
“It is clearly inconsistent to combat
trafficking in endangered species
while remaining completely indifferent
to human trafficking, unconcerned
about the poor, or undertaking to
destroy another human being deemed
unwanted. This compromises the very
meaning of our struggle for the sake
of the environment.” (LS 91) Again he
writes, “When we fail to acknowledge
as part of the reality of a poor
person, a human embryo, a person
with disabilities — to offer just a few
examples — it becomes difficult to hear
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the cry of nature itself. Everything is
connected.” (LS 117)
Laudato Si’ is nothing new. First and
foremost, Pope Francis grounds the
document in the Sacred Scriptures.
Building upon that foundation, he
references the social teaching of the
Church from Pope Leo XIII to Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI. He draws
most heavily from St. John Paul II. He
quotes the writings of saints such as
Francis, John of the Cross, and Thérèse
the Little Flower. He also extensively
quotes from national bishops’
conferences from around the world,
especially those from the Global South.
The message here is clear. Climate
change and environmental destruction
are the reality for nations across the
globe, and the Church is fulfilling her
prophetic role in addressing the crisis.
Further, this crisis most immediately
impacts the poor, as the Church of the
Global South holds a great percentage
of the world’s impoverished. In Laudato
Si’, Pope Francis is not undertaking a
new or novel responsibility, but rather
is bringing together in a timely way the
voice of the Church throughout the
ages and echoing the cries of the poor
as represented through their bishops
today. Thus, Pope Francis presents an
authoritative message to which the
Church must take heed. (LS 15)
Laudato Si’ is a document that should
be read in its entirety by every Catholic.
Avoid the temptation to simply read
articles and commentaries by others
about the document, or to only listen
to what the pundits have to say. It is
not a difficult document to read. One
need not have a deep background
in theology or philosophy as is the
tendency of some (most) encyclicals.
Pope Francis writes as the practiced,
life-long pastor he is, distilling
complex concepts into thoughts and
principles easily understood by the
person in the pew. When you read
it, you will find an urgent message,
overwhelming in its implications. But
you will also find a message of hope,
if we only but act, now.

FROM THE
VATICAN

sharing their profits, helping
the poorer nations to develop
alternative energy sources.

Q:

REGARDING POPE FRANCIS’
LATEST ENCYCLICAL
THE VATICAN SUPPLIED SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
REGARDING SOME OF THE POINTS RAISED BY POPE FRANCIS
IN HIS LATEST ENCYCLICAL, LAUDATO SI'.

Q:

What’s new in Laudato
Si’ (LS)? What’s in this
document that we have not
seen from the Church before?
The document is a call to
conversion and action. While
Laudato Si’ fits perfectly within
Catholic tradition, it is saying
with new force that concern for
the environment is no longer
“optional” for a believer. Caring
for the environment is now even
more clearly and surely part of
Church teaching.

Q:

CHECK
IT OUT
TO READ
POPE
FRANCIS’
LAUDATO SI’,
VISIT:
W2.VATICAN.VA
AND CLICK ON
"ENCYCLICALS."

Why does the Pope pay
little attention to the
population problem?
LS acknowledges that
population density can be a
complicating factor in some
areas. But people are not the
problem. Waste is a much
bigger problem: our throwaway
culture and our tendency to
consume without reflecting on
our real needs, both material
and spiritual.

Q:

The encyclical seems to
make technology and
finance enemies. Isn’t that a bit
simplistic, even retrograde?
Technology and the financial
markets can be wonderful
instruments, as long as they are
serving human beings, enhancing
human dignity, as opposed to
making relatively few very rich
and a lot of people slaves. This
calls for honest debate. What
constitutes real technological
progress? Where does it help
human dignity, but where does it
degrade it? Or financial markets:
are they helping to spread the
wealth? Are they helping to bring
people out of poverty?

Q:

LS argues against fossil
fuels. And yet cheap
energy has done a lot to lift the
poor out of poverty. Does the
Pope want to deny them that
possibility?
No. The Pope wants the wealthy
nations, and those that have
polluted more, to cut back
on fossil fuels. He argues that
alternative energy is available
for all. But that requires
solidarity: wealthy nations

It appears that the
Pope is backing global
agricultural planning on a
massive scale ( n. 129, 164).
That’s not really his job, is it?
Neither the Pope, nor the bishops
around the world, are going
to provide technical solutions.
But they will speak on behalf of
those with no voice. That’s all
the Pope is doing: saying that
we either change the way we are
producing crops, or we’re headed
for trouble. It will be for others
— conscientious laypeople — to
work out the solutions.

Q:

This document has a fair
amount of economics in
it. For example, claiming in n.
109 that finance overwhelms
the real economy. Is that the
kind of opinion a pope should
be expressing?
The Pope is not lecturing on
economic theory. He has very
clear ideas on human dignity,
and what it means for someone
to be excluded or without work.
They’re missing that sense of
self-worth that comes from
work hard and putting food on
the table for their family.

Q:

The Pope claims that
global warming is one
of the principal challenges for
humanity right now (no. 22).
Leaving all debate aside, that
seems to be a very earthly
concern for a man with a
spiritual mission.
Everything is connected, and
nothing truly human is outside of
the Church’s concern. A person
of faith should show even more
responsibility regarding creation,
which is a gift from God. Climate
change isn’t a theoretical
matter; it is already doing a lot
of damage, especially to those
least able to adapt.
21

CREDITS

The magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Joliet
AUGUST 2015
VOLUME 8: ISSUE 7

Most Reverend
R. Daniel Conlon
PUBLISHER

Edward P. Flavin
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE
OF COMMUNICATIONS

Carlos Briceño
Edward P. Flavin
EDITOR

Jenny Bis

YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

DIOCESAN MISSIONS TO THE PHILIPPINES
NEEDS TEAM MEMBERS

The Office for Human Dignity Partnership for Mission of the Diocese
of Joliet announces the need for the
formation of medical, construction, and
outreach teams to serve in Borongan on
the island of Samar in the Republic of the
Philippines. This mission will leave on Jan.
29, 2016, and return on Feb. 13, 2016. This
will be the 12th mission to this Southeast
Asian Nation.

THE TEAM WILL
BE SELECTED BY
AUG. 27, 2015.
ALL APPLICATIONS
MUST BE IN BY
AUG, 20, 2015.
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Physicians needed include the following
surgeons: general, plastic, ENT, orthopedic,
and pediatric surgeons. There also is
a need for six persons to administer
anesthesia (MD’s or CRNA’s), as well as
operating room nurses and recovery room
nurses. Also needed are staff nurses,
preferably Filipino, to teach post-op care.
Pediatricians and/or pediatric nurse
practitioners needed. Family practitioners,
internists, ER doctors and dentists also are
needed.
Men and women who would like to
assist local people in building homes and
work in outreach programs for the poor
also are being asked to help. No special
construction skills are necessary, just willing
hands and a warm heart.
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APPLICATIONS ARE
AVAILABLE NOW ON
THE WEBSITE:
www.paxjoliet.org/
missions.
CLICK ON
“GET INVOLVED.”
The application also
may also be obtained
by mail by calling
the Office for Human
Dignity – Mission at
815.221.6258.

FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION,
EMAIL MISSIONS@
DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

The following
priests have been
named as deans in
the Joliet Diocese,
effective July 1,
2015:
Father
Christopher Groh
has been appointed
dean of the Joliet
Deanery.
Father Paul
Hottinger has been
appointed dean of
the South DuPage
Deanery.

The winners of the 2015 Bishop Blanchette
Scholarship winners were announced on June 15
at the Blanchette Catholic Center in Crest Hill.
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel presented the
awards to the students. The scholarships are
given to students to attend Catholic schools in
the diocese, based on scholastic achievement
and financial need. The award is named after the
second bishop of the diocese, Bishop Romeo
Blanchette. Posing for the photo are, left to right,
Joseph M. Offerman; Maria Fernandez; Courtney
Sue Mayeda; Bishop Joseph Siegel; Delany
Elizabeth Miller; and Krista JoAnna Birutis. Not
pictured is Nicholas Joseph Alandy.

Glenn Van Cura,
Executive Director of
Catholic Charities Diocese
of Joliet, rests a moment
to visit with Sister
Clarissa, Sister Minerva
and his fellow workers
while building homes in
Borongan, Diocese of East
Samar Province in the
Philippines.

LAST WORD

THROUGHOUT
THESE

A MISSION of MERCY
to the Philippines

P

artnership in Mission has been sending mission teams to locations in South America,
Africa, and the Philippines for 21 years. For the past 11 years, the Diocese of Joliet
has sent medical, construction, and community outreach teams to the Borongan

region in the East Samar Province of the Philippines for two weeks each year to provide
needed services while helping to ease human suffering. I was privileged to serve earlier
this year on the construction team.

STORY BY
GLENN VAN CURA,

the executive
director of
Catholic Charities
in the Diocese
of Joliet

The East Samar Province has
suffered three natural disasters
during a short period that each
time devastated the island.
These included an earthquake
(2012), Typhoon Yolanda
(2013), and Typhoon Ruby
(2014). The human suffering
was exacerbated due to the
lack of social services available
to the Philippine people. The
people rely on their family and
the Catholic Church for support
in times of trouble. The Diocese

of Borongan led by their bishop
is very dedicated to providing
support to the community as
they deal with issues related to
overwhelming poverty made
worse by the natural disasters.
The most recent natural
disaster, Typhoon Ruby, sent
flood waters throughout the
region reaching heights of more
than 25 feet. Some people fled
to the mountains, some climbed
trees to escape the floods, and
others went into attics where

they were
left stranded.
DISASTERS,
Four of these
THE PEOPLE OF
families needed
to move to the
BORONGAN’S
Oikos Sister’s
Providence
FAITH IN GOD
House. The
NEVER WAVERED.
Oikos Sisters are
five women who
THEY BELIEVED
have taken the
vows of poverty,
STRONGLY THAT
chastity, and
GOD WOULD
obedience and
have dedicated
PROVIDE."
their lives to
living with and
serving the poor. They care
for children who have been
abandoned, abused, orphaned,
or whose parents can no longer
care for them due to extreme
poverty or poor health. They
also care for women in crisis
and provide assistance so they
can live in safety. Also, the
sisters dispense medicines in
the community.
Mudslides closed roads
and prevented food from
reaching the area for nearly
a week. Miraculously, the loss
of human life was minimal.
However, Typhoon Ruby was
disastrous to the fishing and
coconut industries. Throughout
these disasters, the people
of Borongan’s faith in God
never wavered. They believed
strongly that God would
provide. The community
remains positive about their
future, which is reflected in
their wonderful disposition and
strong work ethic.
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