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We don’t have to
wait until we die
to share in the power of the
resurrection and our
baptism. We can do that
here and now. All we have
to do is open our hearts to
Christ and allow His grace
and mercy to fill us.”

Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph Siegel
Christ is our Hope
April 2014
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¿Por qué? ¿Qué significa la
resurrección? ¿Es sólo la tumba vacía?
María Magdalena y Pedro ambos vieron,
pero no entendían lo que significaba.
¿Es sólo una cuestión de un cuerpo
que se levantó de la tumba? Lázaro fue
resucitado, la hija de Jairo fue resucitada,
el hijo de la viuda de Naín fue resucitado
– ¿qué fue lo especial de la resurrección
de Jesús, tan único y tan transformador?
Lo que es único es que el Cristo
resucitado representa una nueva
dimensión de la existencia – una realidad
completamente nueva, que vendrá sobre
la humanidad a través de Jesús. Con esa
primera Pascua, una nueva dimensión de
la vida se ha abierto para nosotros. Es por
eso que Jesús resucitado pudo caminar
entre sus discípulos y amigos y no ser
reconocido, Él fue cambiado. Jesús venció
la limitación que este mundo y nuestra
condición humana había impuesto. Al
convertirse en uno de nosotros en todo
menos en el pecado, y luego tomar sobre
sí nuestros pecados clavándolos en la
cruz, Cristo derrotó el poder del pecado
y de la muerte desgarrando el dominio
sobre nosotros.
En la resurrección, Cristo brotó de la
tumba en gloria, y Él nos ha llevado con
Él. Porque en el bautismo, fuimos a la
tumba de las aguas bautismales y fuimos
resucitados como nueva creación con
y en Cristo. Es posible que nos veamos
igual, pero hemos sido transformados en
hijos e hijas de Dios, participando en la
vida resucitada de Cristo y su gloria.
No tenemos que esperar hasta
morirnos para compartir el poder de
la resurrección y nuestro bautismo.
Podemos hacer eso aquí y ahora. Todo
lo que tenemos que hacer es abrir
nuestros corazones a Cristo y dejar que
su gracia y misericordia nos llenen. Cada
vez que amamos de nuevo después de

No tenemos que
esperar hasta
morirnos para compartir el
poder de la resurrección y
nuestro bautismo.
Podemos hacer eso aquí y
ahora. Todo lo que
tenemos que hacer es abrir
nuestros corazones a Cristo
y dejar que su gracia y
misericordia nos llenen."
haber sido rechazado, compartimos en
el poder de la resurrección. Cada vez
que nos confiamos de nuevo después
de haber sido traicionado, compartimos
en el poder de la resurrección. Cada
vez que nos levantamos y tratamos
de nuevo después de haber fallado y
pecado, compartimos en la resurrección.
Cada vez que tenemos esperanza de
nuevo después de ser desalentado o
decepcionado, compartimos en el poder
de la resurrección. Cuando llegamos
a casa, a la Iglesia, después de haber
estado alejado de la práctica de la fe,
entonces es que compartimos en el
poder de la resurrección.
La Buena Noticia de la Pascua es que
nada nos puede destruir o separarnos de
Cristo – ni el dolor, ni la enfermedad, ni
el rechazo, ni siquiera la misma muerte.
En Su muerte y resurrección, Jesús
ha vencido todos los poderes de las
tinieblas, y nosotros también podemos
superarlos si ponemos nuestra fe en él.

Gracias a Cristo, cada cruz y juicio de
nuestras vidas pueden ser transformadas
en resurrección, solamente si nos
abrimos a la gracia que Jesús ganó para
nosotros desde la primera Pascua casi
2,000 años.
Esto sólo puede suceder si
respondemos a la Buena Nueva
proclamada a nosotros hoy. La razón
por la cual los apóstoles predicaron la
resurrección de Cristo fue para provocar
una respuesta. Fue algo más que la
transmisión de información. Fue un
reto para aceptar el mensaje y luego
responder en acción cambiando nuestras
vidas. Al igual que Juan, el discípulo
amado, estamos llamados a ver más
allá de la tumba vacía y creer que Jesús
ha resucitado. Él camina entre nosotros
y espera a que abramos nuestros
corazones y nuestras vidas a él. Si lo
hacemos, entonces Él soplará sobre
nosotros el don de su Espíritu Santo y
nos hablará las palabras de esa primera
tarde de Pascua: "La paz con vosotros."
Durante las semanas de Cuaresma,
nos hemos estado preparando por
nuestra oración, abnegación, obras
de caridad y el sacramento de la
reconciliación para conmemorar la
muerte y resurrección de Cristo a través
de la celebración de la Semana Santa y
la Pascua. Les ruego a que hagan todo
lo posible para participar en las liturgias
del Triduo Sagrado con su familia y su
familia de la parroquia para que puedan
llegar a la Pascua - un día de gloria y
de vida nueva – listo para proclamar
su fe en el Señor resucitado mientras
renuevan sus promesas bautismales.
Entonces, como María Magdalena,
podemos avanzar en el conocimiento
y la alegría que Jesús ha resucitado y
compartir libremente esa Buena Nueva
con todos los que nos encontramos en el
camino de nuestra vida.
Con el Obispo R. Daniel Conlon, rezo
para que su celebración de Semana
Santa y la Pascua sea bendecida y llena
de gracia. Estén seguros de que van a
ser recordados en las Misas de Pascua.
Obispo Auxiliar
Joseph Siegel
Cristo es Nuestra Esperenza
abril 2014
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hearts to Christ and allow His grace and
mercy to fill us. Each time we love again
after having been rejected, we share
in the power of the resurrection. Each
time we trust again after having been
betrayed, we share in the power of the
resurrection. Each time we get up and try
again after having failed and sinned, we
share in the resurrection. Each time we
hope again after being discouraged or
disappointed, we share in the power of
the resurrection. When we come home
to the Church after having been away
from the practice of the faith, then we
share in the power of the resurrection.
The Good News of Easter is that
nothing can destroy us or separate us
from Christ – not pain, not illness, not
rejection, not even death itself. In His
dying and rising, Jesus has overcome
all powers of darkness, and we too can

I

Why? What does the resurrection
mean? Is it just the empty tomb? Mary
Magdalene and Peter both saw it, but
didn’t understand what it meant. Is it just
a matter of a body being raised from
the grave? Lazarus had been raised,
the daughter of Jairus had been raised,
the son of the widow of Nain had been
raised – what made Jesus’ rising so
special, so unique and so transformative?
What is unique is that the risen Christ
represents a whole new dimension of
existence – a whole new reality has
come upon humanity through Jesus. With
that first Easter, a new realm of life has
been opened for us. That is why the risen
Jesus could walk among His disciples
and friends and not be recognized; He
was changed. Jesus has overcome the
limitation this world and our human
condition had imposed. By becoming
one of us in all things but sin, and then
taking upon Himself our sinfulness and
nailing it to the cross, Christ has defeated
the power of sin and death and their hold
over us has been broken.
In the resurrection, Christ burst forth
from the tomb in glory, and He has
carried us with Him. For in baptism,
we went into the tomb of the baptismal
waters and arose a new creation with,
and in, Christ. We may have looked the
same, but we were transformed into sons
and daughters of God, sharing in Christ’s
risen life and glory.
We don’t have to wait until we die to
share in the power of the resurrection
and our baptism. We can do that here
and now. All we have to do is open our

overcome them if we put our faith in
Him. Because of Christ, every cross and
trial of our lives can be transformed into
resurrection, if we but open ourselves to
the grace that Jesus won for us that first
Easter almost 2,000 years ago.
This can only happen if we respond
to the Good News proclaimed to us
today. The whole reason the Apostles
first preached the resurrection of Christ
was to provoke a response. It was more
than just passing on information. It was
a challenge to accept the message and
then respond in action by changing our
lives. Like John, the beloved disciple, we
are called to see past the empty tomb
and to believe that Jesus is risen. He
does walk among us and waits for us to
open our hearts and lives to Him. If we
do, then He will breathe upon us the gift
of His Holy Spirit and speak to us the
words of that first Easter evening: “Peace
be with you.”
During the weeks of Lent, we have
been preparing by our prayer, self-denial,
works of charity and the sacrament of
reconciliation to commemorate the death
and resurrection of Christ through our
celebration of Holy Week and Easter. I
urge you to make every attempt to join
in the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum
with your family and your parish family
so that you may arrive at Easter – a day
of glory and new life – ready to proclaim
your faith in the risen Lord as you renew
your baptismal promises. Then, like Mary
Magdalene, we can go forward in the
knowledge and joy that Jesus is risen
and freely share that Good News with all
whom we encounter on our life’s journey.
With Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, I pray
that your celebration of Holy Week and
Easter may be blessed and grace-filled.
Be assured that you will be remembered
in our Easter Masses.

I

C

hrist is risen! He is truly risen! This was the
first and most emphatic proclamation of the
early Christians. As the Apostles emerged
from the upper room on Pentecost, their
first message to the people gathered there
was the Good News of the resurrection.The apostles
wanted to share that news because they knew from their
own experience that it could change people’s lives.

¡C

risto ha resucitado! Él ha resucitado
verdaderamente! Esta fue la primera y más
enfática proclamación de los primeros
cristianos. Así como los apóstoles salieron
del cenáculo el día de Pentecostés, su
primer mensaje a la gente reunida allí era la buena nueva
de la resurrección. Los apóstoles deseaban compartir esa
noticia porque sabían por experiencia propia que podría
cambiar la vida de las personas.
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Cyndi Collins, principal at
St. Isidore School, left, stands
next to Mary Ellen Neal, the
recipient of the award

St. Isidore Kindergarten
Teacher Receives
Teaching Award
Mary Ellen Neal, a kindergarten
teacher at St. Isidore School in
Bloomingdale, is the recipient
of the 2014 prestigious Bishop
Joseph L. Imesch Award for
Excellence in Teaching.
The Bishop Imesch honor
is awarded annually to an
elementary or secondary
school teacher in the Joliet
Diocese who demonstrates
excellence in teaching; is
recognized as a Christian
role model among students,
faculty, and administration;
and serves the educational
community by a personal
dedication to sharing time and
talents in the service of the
community.
This award was established
by the University of St.
Francis in 2000, on the
occasion of Bishop Imesch’s
celebration of 25 years of
spiritual leadership as bishop
of the Diocese of Joliet and in
recognition of his commitment
to Catholic education.
USF’s College of Education
annually invites each school
community to nominate a
faculty member teaching in
the Catholic schools of the
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Joliet Diocese. Neal was
chosen by representatives
from the university and the
Joliet Diocese.
Neal has been in the
classroom at St. Isidore for
the past 14 years, where she
began teaching 5th grade,
and for the past 12 years,
kindergarten. She is retiring
this spring after 26 years of
teaching, 20 of which have
been in Catholic Schools. She
is a graduate of Marycrest
College, Davenport, IA. She
received her award during
a breakfast with the bishop
ceremony held in mid January
on the campus of USF in
Joliet. St. Isidore 8th grader,
Briana Discipio, accompanied
Neal to the breakfast/award
ceremony.
“I am honored and humbled
that my principal, Mrs. Cyndi
Collins, nominated me for
this award knowing full well
that all of my colleagues are
outstanding teachers and
deserving of this award,” Neal
said. “Being awarded for
something you enjoy doing
is beyond my expectations,
but I also look at this as a
celebration of our school
and staff and what St. Isidore
School is about.”
Collins, the principal at St.
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Isidore, had high praise for
Neal. “Mary Ellen is both a
phenomenal kindergarten
teacher and a true Catholic
school teacher,” Collins said.
“She views each child as an
individual, seeks strategies to
meet every child's need and
constantly seeks new ways to
make learning come alive for
every student. Her students
always come first!”
St. Isidore School, located
at 431 W. Army Trail Road in
Bloomingdale, is part of the
Joliet Diocese and has been in
existence since 1920. It has
309 students in pre-school
through eighth grade and a
staff of 30 teachers, aides and
administrators, more than 70
percent of whom hold master’s
degrees or above. “Teaching
the Heart of the Matter” is the
school’s mantra, and part of its
mission to "... plant, cultivate,
grow and share with children,
the Kingdom of God ...”

Local News
Boy and Girl Scouts Gather
at their Annual Retreat
In mid February, 33 Boy
and Girl Scouts and 20
scout leaders gathered at
St. Raymond’s Cathedral in
Joliet for the annual scout
retreat led by Father Stephen
Eickhoff, a parochial vicar at
St. Mary Immaculate Parish in
Plainfield.
For the youth and adults
involved, it was a chance to
make new friends and to hear
from scouts from throughout
the diocese. The day was
based on the concept of
friendship: what a friend is,
how we make friends, and
how we can grow in our
friendship with the Lord,
Jesus Christ.
The scouts and adults
- Local news continued on page 22
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Thomas Merton: A Voice for Silence
Catholic Charities

Helping Veterans

I

IN NEED

n December, Richard, a 58-year-old
veteran, found out that he would
soon be evicted from his apartment.
“I was a wreck,” he said. “I’d never
been in this situation before.”

Richard is a friendly man
with a warm handshake. He
joined the U.S. Navy just after
high school graduation and
spent eight years in active duty
and two in inactive reserves.
He served during the Vietnam
era. After his military career,
Richard returned home
and began working as a

6

contractor. For decades, he
lived a comfortable life. He
spent his free time playing
guitar and collecting records
– amassing thousands of
records over the years.
When contracting work
dried up and Richard’s
relationship with his girlfriend
started deteriorating, the
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couple got behind on their
rent. When Richard was
informed that eviction
was looming, he wasn’t
immediately certain where to
turn for help. However, after
calling Catholic Charities,
he was connected with
Catholic Charities’ Supportive
Services for Veteran Families
(SSFV) program. This is a
new program by Catholic
Charities which assists
eligible veterans who are
homeless or imminently at
risk of homelessness by
helping them stabilize their
housing situations. Richard
was a perfect match for this
program, and he quickly
began working with his case
manager, Val Starr.
Val located a veteran’s
transitional housing program
in Joliet that Richard was
eligible for, which prevented
him from becoming homeless.
He will stay in this housing
program until he secures a
full-time job. Richard is happy
with his living situation, but
eager to live independently
again and is working hard to
regain self-sufficiency. He
spends his time aggressively

looking for work and reports
that he has submitted
70 resumes to potential
employers. Val and Richard
meet weekly to discuss his
progress. Both are pleased
with Richard’s direction and
motivation. “He’s come a long
way in a short time,” she said.
Although the past year
has been difficult, Richard is
happy for a fresh start and
has a positive attitude about
his future. “I’m thankful for
what I’ve got,” he explained.
“If it wasn’t for this program,
who knows where I’d be.”
Catholic Charities’ SSFV
program provides case
management, vocational
counseling, employment
assistance, educational
assistance, budgeting
assistance, housing
counseling and support, daily
living counseling, linkage to
behavioral health services
and linkage to VA benefits or
additional Veteran services
available in the community.
SSVF temporary financial
assistance can help with
rental back payments, security
deposits, utility assistance or
deposits and moving costs. ◊

Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Joliet is
a member of Illinois Joining Forces (IJF), a
statewide, public-private network of veteran
and military serving organizations. More
information about IJF can be accessed at
www.illinoisjoiningforces.org/
To learn more about the programs
and services provided by Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Joliet, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

Story and photography by Maggie Snow

Catholic Life
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n 1941, Thomas Merton made a Holy Week retreat at the Trappist monastery of
Gethsemani in Kentucky. The silence of the cloister and the monks at prayer were
overpowering. The simple yet eloquent liturgy led him to conclude, “This is the
center of all the vitality that is in America.” Noisy, anxious America was being kept
together by this silent engagement with God. Merton soon entered the Trappists
and lived at Gethsemani the next 27 years, until his death.

When Merton entered the monastery, his intention was
to withdraw from the outside world with all its distractions.
“But then there was this shadow, this double, this writer who
had followed me into the cloister,” he said. His superiors
sided with the writer. Merton began a ministry of writing that
provided spiritual guidance for an audience in search of the
transcendent. In 1948, he wrote his autobiography, “The Seven
Storey Mountain.” It was the story of a young man searching for
identity and his mission. The book was a tremendous success.

Seeds

In 1949, Merton published “Seeds of Contemplation.”
The spirituality of St. John of the Cross permeates this work.
Drawing on his experiences as a monk, Merton wrote about
the interior life and contemplative prayer. He discussed the
importance of finding one’s self-identity. “For me,” he wrote, “to
be a saint means to be myself.”
In “Seeds” Merton distinguished between the false self and the
true self. The false self is the one wrapped around our ego. This
self is driven by desire for pleasure, power, honor, knowledge,
love. Merton judged this self to be insubstantial, hollow, illusory.
In later writings, Merton would lessen his negative judgment
about this external self. Not always false or sinful, it could be
described as partial or incomplete, much like a mask.
The true self is centered in God. In the process of discovering
God, we also discover ourselves. “The secret of my identity is
hidden in the love and mercy of God,” he wrote. This true self
emerges in an ever-deepening interior
life of prayer.
Merton urged a quiet prayer, which
was more listening than talking. We
need silence in the heart to hear the
voice of God. Merton spoke of going
into the desert to hear God’s voice and
to awaken to one’s true identity. He
encouraged having a place of physical
solitude and exterior silence in one’s life.
“There should be at least a room or some
corner... .”
Although Merton lived in a monastery
and, eventually, in a hermitage on the
monastery grounds, he did not claim
that physical solitude alone brought selfdiscovery. Whether in an isolated place or
not, true solitude is “interior solitude.”

And he warned about going into solitude just to escape other
people. We enter solitude so we can eventually discover our true
union with our brothers and sisters.

New Seeds

In 1962, Merton re-worked “Seeds” and published it as “New
Seeds of Contemplation” – “in many ways a completely new
book,” he said. In the 12 years between the two works, Merton’s
world had enlarged. He was no longer the young monk writing
solely from his own experience. He had directed the scholastics
and, eventually, the novices in the abbey. He had made outside
contacts through his writing, entered into correspondence,
received visitors, and became interested in social issues of the day,
including civil rights and the peace movement.
“New Seeds of Contemplation” drew on these multiple
experiences, and the book was meant for a broader audience.
Merton began with a new chapter on contemplation,
describing it as “the awareness and realization, even in some
sense experience, of what each Christian obscurely believes:
‘It is now no longer I that live but Christ lives in me.’ " The
book was more compassionate and world-affirming. The Son
of God took on our weaknesses and suffering so we could
share in His strength and happiness. Merton’s final chapter
describes a world shimmering with God’s presence. A starlit
night, migrating birds, children being children, love in the
heart, all point to a God at play. “For the world and time are
the dance of the Lord in emptiness.” We are invited to “cast
our awful solemnity to the winds” and
join in this cosmic dance. “New Seeds of
Contemplation” was essentially Catholic
but accessible to other faiths, as well as to
those who were simply seekers.
Merton wrote more than 60 books
and numerous poems and articles. In
his later years he studied Asian religions,
particularly Zen Buddhism. Merton
remained both monk and writer.
Confinement in the monastery and
hermitage, perhaps, gave depth to his
writing. He remained convinced that the
contemplative life required an element
of withdrawal and solitude. He often
described contemplation as “essentially,
a listening in silence.” His many words
were, ultimately, about silence. ◊
Story by Father John Welch, O.Carm.
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Feature Story

I AM THE RESURRECTION:
Living Hidden in Christ with God

P

erhaps when we think of the resurrection of the body, many of us will
focus our thoughts on what will happen to us at the end of our life.
Before raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus promised us, “I am the
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,
and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die” (John 11:24-26). We
are filled with hope, knowing that our life does not end here on earth, with death;
rather, our final happiness lies in being born into eternal life with God Himself.

But there is something
more: the resurrection is not
just merely something that we
are looking forward to. The
Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) tells us that there
is a very real sense in which
the Christian life is already,
here and now, a “participation
in the death and resurrection
of Christ” (CCC #1002). So what
does this participation in
Christ’s resurrection mean for
me in my daily life - today?
As baptized Christians,
not only do we look forward
in hope to the promised
resurrection at the end of
time, but in a mysterious but
real way, we actually enter
into that resurrection at the
moment of baptism. Baptism
begins a journey. Under the
waters of baptism, we have
been buried with Christ in
His Passion and death. As
we emerged from the final
drops of water and the final
proclamation of the Trinity, “I
baptize you in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit,” we were raised with
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Christ. The Church teaches
that we are not merely talking
in metaphors here. We speak
with the conviction of St. Paul,
who taught: “We were buried
therefore with [Christ Jesus]
by baptism into death, so
that as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in
newness of life” (Romans 6:4).
Now most of us, as we
tried to get out of bed this
morning, were reminded that
we don’t have resurrected

bodies yet. It is difficult to
keep the resurrection of our
Lord before us at all times.
The Catechism provides
further insight: “United with
Christ by baptism, believers
already truly participate in
the heavenly life of the risen
Christ, but this life remains
hidden with Christ in God”
(CCC #1003; cf. Colossians 3:3). This
journey has already begun but
is not yet fully actualized.
So how do we nurture the
actualization of this new life,

Do I really believe this deeply?
Do I believe that God truly loves
me where I am right now in my faith
journey? With all of my weaknesses,
failings, and even my sinful habits? My
heavenly Father’s love for me is so freely
given and overflowing that at the
moment of baptism He placed a
spiritual seal upon us 'of belonging to
Christ. No sin can erase this mark.'"
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“hidden with Christ in God”? I
would like to propose, during
this Easter season, three ways
to be renewed in our awareness
of the grace of our baptism
and to be open to the presence
of the Holy Spirit within us,
as he works to strengthen
that life of grace. More than
three activities, these are three
suggested ways that each of us
can direct our thoughts and
to challenge ourselves in our
current journey of faith.
First, to reflect on the fact
that I am loved by God. We
have all heard that God loves
us. Do I really believe this
deeply? Do I believe that God
truly loves me where I am
right now in my faith journey?
With all of my weaknesses,
failings, and even my sinful
habits? My heavenly Father’s
love for me is so freely given
and overflowing that at the
moment of baptism He placed
a spiritual seal upon us “of
belonging to Christ. No sin can
erase this mark” (CCC #1272). His
love is given to us as grace –
the strength – to grow daily in

Web Gallery of Art©Fra Angelico, Resurrection of Christ and
Women at the Tomb (Cell 8), 1440-42

my likeness to Christ, always
with the help of his grace.
Second, consciously to invite
God into every aspect of my life.
My hidden life in Christ is not
just about what I do, but how
I do it. To live in the fullness of
my baptism means that every
aspect of my daily human life
belongs to Him, and so I must
look for ways to remind myself
of this fact. Even in the midst of
the various activities of my day,
I need to remind myself of the
dignity that has been given to me
as a child of God by talking with
Him as I get ready for the day or
on my drive to and from places,

to say a quick prayer before
working with a challenging
colleague, or give a quick word
of thanks to God as I enjoy my
time with my children.
Third, to participate actively
in the life of the Body of Christ,
His Church. In baptism, we
have become “living stones
[and] are being built up as
a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5). Having
become a child of God in
baptism, I am also a member of
a Christian family – my parish.
I am not only nourished
through participation and
reception of the sacraments in

my parish, but I am also called
to contribute to the growth
of faith in other parishioners,
through my presence and
fellowship, through the witness
of my faithful living of my
baptismal consecration. At the
same time, I need the presence,
fellowship and witness of
my fellow parishioners. We
need one another to sustain,
support, and further our
growth in faith.
Pope Francis in his Dec.
4, 2013, catechesis on the
resurrection, describes man
as having received in baptism
“the seed of the resurrection.”

As this seed continues to
mature – through our firm
belief in God’s love for us;
through our willingness to
invite Christ into even the
most mundane aspects of
our daily lives; and through
participation in our parish
life of worship, celebration
of the sacraments and daily
Christian living – our lives are
transformed from within, to
become more like the risen
Lord. The fruit of this seed
first received in baptism is
that, finally, “we will be like
Him, because we will see Him
just as He is” (1 John 3:2). ◊

Sister John Agnes Suh, O.P., is a Dominican Sister of St. Cecilia and the principal of St. Dominic School in Bolingbrook
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Ask the Priest

Y O U R

F A I T H

Pontius Pilate

“Audi, benigne Conditor”
O Merciful Creator, hear!
To us in pity bow Thine ear:
accept the tearful prayer we raise
in this our fast of forty days.
Our hearts are open, Lord, to Thee:
Thou knowest our infirmity;
pour out on all who seek Thy face
abundance of Thy pardoning grace.
Our sins are many, this we know;
spare us, good Lord, Thy mercy show;
and for the honor of Thy name
our fainting souls to life reclaim.
Give us self-control that springs
from discipline of outward things,
that fasting inward secretly
the soul may purely dwell with Thee.

A Proposition for Lent

A

t this point, the instruments have gone away.
The angelic “Gloria in excelsis” is silenced and
the sweet “Alleluia” has been buried. Sacrifices
have begun and other enjoyments of the flesh
have been curtailed. The executives at CocaCola and Budweiser are thinking up ways to make up for
lost profits. Many times, Lent is considered only in terms of
what it takes away. Lent is a time of sacrifice. Lent is a time
of abnegation. Lent is a time of discipline. All these things
are true, but I would like to propose a different way of
thinking of the “great retreat” of the Church: Lent is the time
to find what has been left behind.
The American people have always
been founded by a desire to find out
“What is out there?” The earliest settlers
on the East Coast turned their eyes
West, first to the nearest hills, then to
the Appalachians. Jefferson then sent
them into the Great Plains, then past the
Rockies. When we had mastered and
plotted the continent, Teddy Roosevelt
sent the U.S. Navy to circumnavigate the
world. Then, Kennedy pushed on to the
outer frontiers of the earth and into the
untouched void of space.
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While we know the immortal names of
Lewis and Clark, Rear Admiral Charles S.
Sperry of the Great White Fleet and Neil
Armstrong, our question for Lent is, “Do
you know yourself?” Lent is not a time
of sacrifice, abnegation and discipline
for their own sake. Lent is a time to peel
away the non-essentials to embark on a
voyage into the plains and mountainous
regions of our soul, to learn the landscape
and contours of your interior life.
We have so many distractions,
temptations and interior chains that
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We pray Thee, Holy Trinity,
one God, unchanging Unity,
that we from this our abstinence
may reap the fruits of penitence. Amen.
obscure the path of our souls. Too much
food and pleasure obscure the Heavenly
Banquet that awaits us. Preoccupations
of daily life distract us from trusting
that God is truly a Father who will care
for us. Our excess material goods make
us forget that we are already heirs of
the Kingdom. By fasting, prayer and
almsgiving, we participate in Christ’s
temptation in the desert (Matthew 4:111) and thereby can say with Him “I
have conquered the world!”
Do not let this Lent be about the
small things. Do not reduce Lent to a
moralizing time of nitpicking about
this or that detail. Let this Lent be a
time of great discovery. Take away the
distractions. Learn that you are more
than the food you eat. Take time to speak
to the God who calls Himself your Father
and learn what it means that you are a
son of the Most High. Dispose yourself
of something valuable to you so that
you can discover how much God values
you. Let this Lent truly be a time to find
out what has been left behind in the
depths of your heart. Let this Lent be an
expedition, an oceanic journey, a trip to
the final frontier – your soul. ◊

Web Gallery of Art©
Antonio Ciseri,
Ecce Homo (1891).

Pilate, Peter
and the
Passion of
Christ

E

ver since
I was
growing up
Roman
Catholic,
I wondered about
Pontius Pilate, the
Roman governor of
Judea at the time of
Jesus. The story of
Jesus’ betrayals and
the Passion of Christ is
depicted in all four
Gospels. Pilate is
included in each
Gospel and is also
named in the
Nicene Creed.

[bound] to make [his] share of mistakes.”
He focused on this world and his needs.
Contrast Pilate with Peter.
Peter has been called the “foot-in-themouth” Apostle. All the poor guy wanted
was to do the right thing, but he seemed
to stumble over his words and acts. On
the night he was betrayed, Jesus asked
His disciples to join Him in prayer in
the garden. Instead, they all fell asleep.
After Jesus was arrested, Peter denied
knowing Jesus three times, while keeping
warm by a fire in the cold desert night.
I’ve been to Saudi Arabia and been in the
desert at night. I can tell you, it is very
cold! Who can blame Peter? He was very
cold. He was “only human ... [bound] to
make [his] share of
mistakes.”
The betrayal of
I take pity on
Jesus, as we know,
Pilate. Stuck
is not only done
in the wrong place at
by Peter during the
Passion story. Judas
I am drawn to the
a wrong time, but
does the bigger sin.
interaction between
needing to fulfill the
Judas betrayed with
Jesus and Pontius
Scriptures. He was
a kiss. A sign of love
Pilate in John’s Gospel.
became the sign for
Pilate represents all of
“only human ...
betrayal and death.
us, at those times we
[bound] to make [his]
The cross – a sign of
wonder where we can
share of mistakes.” He
torture and pain –
find Jesus in our life.
will become the sign
“Are you the King?” we
focused on this world
of love for all eternity.
ask in silent prayer. Are
and his needs.”
Jesus has a way of
you really someone
turning the world
who has the power to
upside down. Both
help me now?
Peter and Judas betrayed Jesus, but one
But I am reminded on Palm Sunday
asked for forgiveness, the other sought
and again during the Triduum service of
Good Friday the central role of Pilate, and the silver.
So when Jesus rose from the dead
of Peter, in the Passion.
on that glorious Easter morning, the
Many people believe Pilate wanted to
angel tells the first visitors to go tell His
save Jesus from crucifixion and would
Disciples, of whom Peter was one. Jesus
have done that if he could. Still, Pilate
wanted all of them, including Peter, to
choose to satisfy what he knew was an
know of His resurrection. And that is
unjust demand rather than stand for
what was right. Pilate was “only human ... because Jesus forgave Peter and the rest
for their humanness. And that is the way
[bound] to make [his] share of mistakes”
of Jesus: to forgive even when betrayed.
(in the words of singer Billy Joel from an
The Passion of Jesus in the Gospels tells
old 1980s pop song).
of the humanity of Pilate and Peter. Jesus
So I wonder if Pilate, during the
ended His earthly live by saying, “It is
Passion of Jesus, was “only human” and
finished.” But that was only after He had
really wanted to save Jesus – washing his
hands of the decree to place him to death, forgiven a thief on the cross. Jesus forgave
asking the Jewish leaders why they would because the thief repented. Yes, we are
human, and, yes, we make mistakes, but
want to kill an innocent man. I take
the lesson we learn from Saint Peter’s
pity on Pilate. Stuck in the wrong place
journey in faith is that seeking forgiveness
at a wrong time, but needing to fulfill
is the path to heaven. ◊
the Scriptures. He was “only human …
Story by Deacon Joseph R. Ferrari, a parishioner at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Naperville
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"The site is at the same location on the
internet, at www.dioceseofjoliet.org,
but the look is different."
'The goal was
to create an

Cover Story

D IOC E S E UN VE I L S

REDESIGNED WEBSITE

N

ot only does the Diocese of Joliet have
a new home in the physical sense – it
moved its offices several months ago
to a new building in Crest Hill called the
Blanchette Catholic Center – but it also
has a new look in the virtual sense. After months of
planning and work, the new website for the Diocese
of Joliet went “live” in mid March and is now
available for all to click on.
“Jesus suggested proclaiming the
message from the rooftops,” said Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon. “That might have been
a novel approach in His time. It suggests
that we as His disciples must always
be alert to all new ways of proclaiming
the Gospel message. I’m very happy
we have developed a new website for
the Diocese of Joliet. I see it as one
additional way for us to be faithful to our
mission of proclaiming Jesus so that we
may all get to know His love and mercy
and answer the call to follow Him.”
The site is at the same location on the
internet, at www.dioceseofjoliet.org, but
the look is different.
“The redesigned website offers a
visually attractive site and content that is
welcoming, educational and engaging,”
said Michael Sekula, the director of the
Information Technology Office at the
diocese and a member of the website
redesign team. “The goal was to create
an engaging experience for all registered
Catholics within the Diocese of Joliet,
while also offering newcomers and
inactive Catholics a way to connect with
the faith community and faith. Lastly,
technology and social media have
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changed how we communicate, so the
new website focuses the latest digital
technologies toward all those we serve
and the goals of our mission.”
A quick perusal of the redesigned site
will show some differences from the
old one. The home page is simple, but
rich with photos. On the right side are
“evangelization icons,” which act as a
pathway for Catholics to journey down as
a means to become more alive in faith.
The diocese spent several months
gathering input from leaders and lay
people in parishes and groups in order
to figure out what their hopes were for
a new site. Christian Brothers Services,
which is based in Romeoville, assisted in
the redesign. Having a Catholic design
company was important because of the
spiritual dimensions of the site.
“The home page itself presents a
collaborative focus with four main
avenues of welcome,” said Sharon Houk,
the application and web development
specialist with the diocesan Information
Technology Office. “A ‘Discover’ section,
which allows people to investigate
the faith, including things like Lenten
customs. An ‘Experience’ section for
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going beyond learning about the faith
to interacting in prayer, Masses, retreat
centers and the like. A ‘Give’ section for
those who want to find ways to support
our common goals. And a ‘Serve’ section
for those who want to go beyond charity
and into deeper action to serve the poor,
to be the hands of God in this world.”
Houk elaborated that these icons
serve as a way for people to discover
more about God. For instance, she said,
the Newman Institute’s offerings on the
website are an example of how people
can continue their own discovery. (Go to
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/layformation
to check out the institute, which focuses
on the spiritual, intellectual and pastoral
development of its participants.)
After people seek the Lord, then the
hope is that they want to have more
experiences of faith.
For instance, she said that the locator
map on the new site will help people
to find parishes, cemetery locations,
Catholic schools and Masses in various
foreign languages. And for those who
want to investigate their calling to the
diaconate, religious life or the priesthood,
there are resources on the site and ways

Photography by Gerry V. McDonald and Tiffany Pyle

to connect. (You can find information
on vocations at the following site: www.
dioceseofjoliet.org/vocations.)
If people feel called to serve
others through Catholic Charities,
that information can be found on
the Catholic Charities’ site at www.
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org. Or if they
want to serve others by traveling to
Bolivia to help with a medical mission,
they can go here: www.dioceseofjoliet.
org/missions.
“If we find ourselves better connected
and enlivened by the fire of the Holy Spirit
to serve one another, then the new website
design will have served its purpose,” said
Houk, who was also a member of the
diocesan website redesign team.
A new addition to the site is also a blog
in the communications section. (It can be
found here: www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
aroundthediocese) Called “Around the
Diocese,” the blog will share news and
events of interest in multimedia fashion
from the various people, places, parishes
and ministries across the seven counties
of the diocese, along with sneak peeks of
upcoming stories in Christ is our Hope,
the diocesan magazine. The blog will also
contain national and international news of
importance to Catholics. The blog didn’t
exist in the old version of the website.
“I really like the ability to display visual
content, videos, photos, MP3’s,” said
Edward P. Flavin, the diocesan director
of the Office of Communications and
a member of the website redesign
team. “I commend Bishop Conlon
for having the foresight to see how
instrumental it is to have a user-friendly
website. We can link easily to important
messages throughout the church. It’s
better organized and succinct. As with
anything, change remains constant. But
the platform we have built as a team will
position us well for the upcoming years.”
Other features of the new site include
a button to offer translations of content
into different languages; a map that
shows the organizational makeup

of the diocesan Curia; a Q and A
section relating to Catholicism; helpful
information under the offices’ links that
Catholic leadership at parishes, schools
and religious communities might be
interested in; or, if people need any kind
of help from a variety of resources, they
can check out the “need help” section,
which is on the home page.
“In many cases, the first impression
people get of the Diocese of Joliet is
through the website,” said Anne-Marie
Cronin, the director of marketing and
enrollment with the diocesan Catholic
Schools’ Office and a member of the
website redesign team. “Therefore, our
new website is a tremendous marketing
tool for the many services the diocese
provides. Additionally, the website is the
public face of the Catholic Church and
is intended to be very welcoming and
easy to navigate. Therefore, it is our hope
that the website will attract new users
who may be looking for ways to live or
experience their faith at a deeper level.”

engaging experience for
all registered Catholics
within the Diocese of
Joliet, while also
offering newcomers and
inactive Catholics a way
to connect with the faith
community and faith ...
the new website focuses
the latest digital
technologies toward all
those we serve and the
goals of our mission.'"

Story by Carlos Briceño, a member of the diocesan website redesign team
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Easter Memories

F

from around the Diocese
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ast Christmas, Christ is our Hope
published Christmas memories
from of our readers. It was such
a resounding success, we
decided to solicit stories from
folks about their Easter memories. You will
find some of these stories printed below.

L

Lord, who is always present in church. (To this day I cringe
when I see people wearing jeans or shorts to Mass.) But more
importantly, my mother would remind her children that our
"inside" – our hearts and souls – must always be clean and
pure too, to show our love for Jesus.

In the 1950s, the Mothers' Club at St. Celestine's Grammar
School held their annual spring "Easter Bonnet Sale." In the
basement of the school they'd set up two tables: one with $5
hats for sale and the other with $2 hats. Excitement ran high
for the girls and ladies in our parish because back in the day
women were expected to wear hats to church. Although I
admired the $5 hats, I knew my mother could only afford a
$2 hat. I remember mom thought it important that we wear
our "good" clothes to Mass every Sunday, not just a new hat
on Easter. Her lesson was simple: our appearance on the
"outside" should be clean and neat to show respect for our

As a child, the Lenten season always stirred thoughts of what to
give up. Mom gave up sweets, dad gave up beer, and friends gave
up candy. What I grew to realize, however, was that many people
just give up on Lent, and unfortunately I became one of the many.
The 40 days of Lent in grammar school were dedicated to
Stations of the Cross, not eating meat on Friday and desperately
trying not to eat whatever you gave up. Who could forget the
tuna fish casseroles and cheese pizza on Fridays or the guilt
of succumbing to eating whatever you gave up? Somehow the
significance became lost to me.
Several years ago, my mother and father invited me and

Christ is our Hope / April 2014 / D i oc e se ofj ol i e t . or g

- Eugenie Urick, Mary Queen of Heaven, Elmhurst

U

offered him a cloth and wiped
the sweat and blood from his
swollen face. Giving her a
loving look, he walked on.
Growing weaker, he fell
again. His thorn-wreathed
head slammed against the
cobblestones. As the light
dimmed around him, he
fought the urge to faint. He
was jerked to his feet, and a
bystander was pulled from
the unruly crowd. Because
he was strong and able, the
stranger was forced to carry
the crosspiece for the man.
Reaching his destination was
of the utmost importance to
his executioners. This forced
assistance offered little relief.
He tasted death with each
painful step.
Due to exhaustion and
hunger, his thoughts grew
hazy. Was he back home
again with his mother and
father? He smelled the sweet
lumber his father used as
they worked together in

my children to attend the Good Friday services at St. James
the Apostle Church. A practice I had fallen away from. The
veneration of the cross service humbled and deeply moved me.
I was overwhelmed with grief in my heart for the suffering and
death of Jesus on the cross. In the stillness of the church, the
realization that this was done to Him on my behalf stirred my
faith. My children and I began to question how anyone could
fully embrace the joy of the resurrection on Easter if they fail to
acknowledge and participate in the 40 days of Lent leading up
to it? Fasting, reconciliation and prayer are simple but powerful
ways of turning our focus to God. Disciplines I needed to once
again embrace. We could no longer as a family "give up" Lent
or forego Lenten services. Eating tuna fish casseroles and cheese
pizza on Fridays has become a reminder to have an appetite for
God and instead of "giving things up" we now "take on" and
participate in Lent and Lenten services. When the trumpets
sound and the music rings out on Easter Sunday, our hearts
fill with joy because rediscovering Lent has allowed us to fully
participate in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
- Eileen Healy, St. Michael Parish, Wheaton

the carpentry shop. There,
the wood was meant for a
different reason; the nails
scattered about the floor were
hammered with love.
In his mind, he saw himself
helping his mother prepare
the evening meal, gathering
the fish, bread and wine. His
thoughts lingered on the red
contents of the cups. He
reminisced about another,
happier time and place –
Cana, the wedding, and
his sweet mother’s request.
Would mankind remember
her words, “Do whatever He
tells you?”
Brought back to the present
by a cruel shove, the last
semblance of his strength was
ebbing. A hill was in sight, his
final destination. The crowd
had thinned and less than
a handful of his friends and
family lingered with love and
support. The sorrow they felt
for him was reflected in his
eyes. He tried to console his
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or the second time
since his ordeal
began, the man
fell. He tasted the
dirt as it flew up to meet his
sweaty, bruised face. His
eyes gathered in the crowd
that had assembled. He
couldn’t focus clearly; the pain
encompassed every fiber of
his being. What did he feel,
this young man, for the people
whose sneers and shouts
assailed him? He looked at
them with pity and love; his
heart was about to break.
His dignity taken, he pushed
himself up, staggering. The
crosspiece placed on his
shoulders earlier by the
laughing soldiers encumbered
him. It tore into his flesh
again; he stifled the impulse
to scream.
He plodded on, keenly
aware of his intense thirst. As
he turned down the narrow
street, he was approached
by a woman. Weeping, she

mother with a tender glance.
His heart broke again.
The crosspiece was taken
from him, as were his clothes,
and the man’s last shred of
dignity was extinguished. As
he was shoved to the ground,
he stretched out his arms on
the bittersweet lumber that lay
in the dirt on the hill and said
a silent prayer to his Father in
heaven. It was almost finished.
He looked at his mother
again; his heart broke for the
last time. His thoughts moved
three days forward.
- Beverly Fournier, Holy Family Parish,
Shorewood

U
My grandparents lived in the same old house in Indianapolis
that they raised five daughters in. It was almost three hours
away from my home in central Illinois. Because of this, I
didn’t have a casual relationship with them. I saw them
during holidays and birthdays and sometimes vacations, but I
never got to spend any real time with them.
When I was 12 and on my Easter break from school, it was
arranged that I would spend a week with them for a visit. My
parents traveled with my brother and me the weekend before
and then left me there with my grandma, who is one of the
kindest people I have ever known, and my grandpa, who
was a gruff-but-loving World War II veteran of the Army Air
Corps. He was kind of stingy and a bit scary with a laugh that
filled that creaky old house on Bancroft Street.
As his only granddaughter – which was a great irony since
he was the father to so many daughters – I was always pretty
special to him. I used to climb on his lap when he was seated
in his recliner, and he would ask to borrow a hair from my
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day of our lives; the price of our sins; and the ultimate,
everlasting joy that “eye has not seen, ear has not heard.”
- Beverly Fournier, Holy Family Parish, Shorewood

As we transition from our early years to
maturity, we learn to let go of our
attachments to the secular sentiments of the Easter
bunny and baskets filled with pastel-colored eggs.
Then, with our hearts and minds turned toward
Christ, we are able to wear the robes of repentance
and inhale the incense of forgiveness."

long, brown hair. He would pretend to “plant” it on his bald
head. The next time he saw me, he would open his eyes wide
and say that three new hairs started to grow from it. It took
me a long time to realize he was teasing me.
My grandparents’ home, now empty of the former chaos of
five daughters and one bathroom, was built in the middle of
the city in a neighborhood that was kindly called “declining.”
It had beautiful woodwork and a fireplace that was only lit
on Christmas day, when it was packed with laughter and food
and chatter. During Holy Week, however, it was quiet and
devoid of the boisterousness of holidays and birthdays. The
house seemed to await the anxious search for Easter baskets
and the measured desperation of getting a seat at Easter
Sunday Mass. It was just me and my grandparents.
When my family left, it seemed a little strange. But my
grandma took me into the kitchen to play a game of rummy,
and, that evening, after a simple meal served with hot tea,
which I got to drink from a cup on a saucer like a grown-up, I
read on the couch as my grandpa did the same in his recliner.
As the week went on, grandpa went to work, and grandma
and I did small chores, some cooking, some grocery shopping.
We played cards, of course. During the evenings, we always
had hot tea with dinner, and then we went to Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes, a great greystone church, so different from
my church at home. It was massive and imposing, castle-like
in its structure, and yet I found comfort that the same prayers
and songs and love were shared there as they were at home.
In this simple, honest routine, I learned how powerful a
quiet love can be. I looked forward to just being with them
and being with God and feeling this sense of peaceful waiting
for the glory of Easter morning. My grandpa passed away
eight years ago and my grandma no longer lives in that creaky,
beautiful house on Bancroft, but my heart always goes back to
that special, quiet week during Easter when I think about the
meaning of the sacrifice Christ made for us and the enormous
love He has for us. And what a simple joy it is to indulge in
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U
Easter has always been very special to our family, and we
all looked forward to the great event in the life of Jesus
Christ. Besides dying eggs on Saturday and the Easter egg
hunt on Sunday, we prepared our hearts and minds for the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
When my grandchildren were young and lived close by,
on Saturdays they would come over and set and decorate the
Easter dinner table. It was their responsibility to make a favor
for each place setting, namely something pertaining to spring,
faith or Easter. If flowers were in bloom, they would make
little bouquets for each place setting.
One year they made up a program with each child holding
a florescent poster board spelling out E-A-S-T-E-R with each
letter from the word “Easter” on each poster board.

that still, mighty love through the love we have for each other.
- Cathy Christensen, Immaculate Conception Parish, Morris

U
Prayer. Fasting. Almsgiving. The three disciplines of Lent for
Catholics. Children claim, " I will not eat candy, drink soda, or
have ice cream all Lent." That is the sacrifice of children. As we
grow up, I certainly hope that their fasting penance changes.
Little did I know that oftentimes it doesn't. I married late in
life (in my 40’s), and when our first Lent together came, I
asked my husband what he was giving up for it. "Candy, soda,
and ice cream," Nick responded with a smile.
What? Had I married a 10-year-old? But, it was not my position
to question his sacrifice. That was between him and God. I must
have had an effect on him, though, as all wives do. The next year,
Nick announced on Ash Wednesday that he would not only be
giving up candy, soda, and ice cream for Lent, but he was also
abstaining from meat every day until Easter. At that point, I took
him to our freezer and showed him the hundreds of dollars of
meat that I had just bought the day before.
Needless to say, we now discuss our Lenten sacrifices
before Ash Wednesday.
- Nick and Pam Keseric, St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Hinsdale

U
As we transition from our early years to maturity, we learn
to let go of our attachments to the secular sentiments of the
Easter bunny and baskets filled with pastel-colored eggs.
Then, with our hearts and minds turned toward Christ,
we are able to wear the robes of repentance and inhale the
incense of forgiveness.
At the culmination of Lent, the Sacred Triduum, celebrated
on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday, has
become the highlight of the Easter Season for me and my
husband. The richness of this sacred tradition brings the

E – Early
It was early in the morning that stone was rolled away; early
is the time for all to seek to live God’s way.
A – All
All nature tells of Easter. All flowers come from the earth. All
speak of a glad new birth!
S – Sunday
Sunday is the holy day. We praise our Lord and King.
Recalling that first Easter Day. Our love to Him we bring.
solemnity of Christ’s Passion and death into the present. As
we listen to Genesis, hear the stories and familiar songs, our
senses are alive with its beauty and meaning.
We feel deep sorrow as we behold the wood of the cross
and contemplate the pain our Savior bore for us; we cannot
comprehend that kind of sacrifice. The reading of the Passion
causes our hearts to ache with the reality of our sins and the
price He paid out of a love – not earned, but given.
On Saturday evening, the church is devoid of light, until the
Pascal candle is lit, and in turn, each worshiper’s candle becomes
the glowing symbol of the conquering Christ. As they are
extinguished, and the church lights are turned on, the resounding
“Alleluias” and heady scent of lilies lift us to the profound realization
of what His resurrection offers, and we are changed – and charged
with a new energy and mission: to spread this indefinable joy to
those we encounter so that they will see the glory of the risen Christ
in our faces, and witness its effects in our deeds.
Just as the Holy Spirit dwells within us always, may we
pray for the grace to recall this two-fold time of year each

T – Telling
Tell the Easter story. Tell it far and wide.
Christ arose; He lives today! This joyful Easter tide.
E – Every
Everyone should know the Savior Every heart should crown
Him King. Every day be glad and sing.
R – Rejoice
Rejoice, it is Easter day! We will honor God in every way.
Happy Easter to all! We adore Him, large and small!
Each child held up the poster board, and on the back was the
saying to go with the letter and word for Easter. The children
just loved doing this until they became too old to participate.
Now I am waiting for my great grandchildren to grow up
because I still have the poster board. ◊
- Margaret VanDuyne, St. Rose Parish, Wilmington
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Special Report
The required second miracle for
canonization was certified as authentic
by Pope Francis on July 5, 2013.
According to a report from Catholic
World News, the second miracle
attributed to John Paul II reportedly
involved a Costa Rican woman, who was
cured of a cerebral aneurism on May
1, 2011, the date of the beatification of
John Paul II.
John XXIII

Reuters©

C A N O N I Z AT I O N O F

JOHN PAUL II AND JOHN XXII

O

n July 5, 2013, the day that his first encyclical, “Lumen Fidei” (“The
Light of Faith”), was released, Pope Francis approved the canonization of Pope John Paul II and Pope John XXIII. After signing decrees
from the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, he immediately
called for a consistory of cardinals to set the date and make plans for
the ceremonies. Pope Francis announced the final decision on Sept. 30, 2013, explaining that both late popes would be declared saints at a single ceremony on
April 27, 2014. The date is significant as it is Divine Mercy Sunday, a celebration instituted by Pope John Paul II.

John Paul II
Karol Józef Wojtyła was born on
May 18, 1920, in Wadowice,
Poland. On Oct. 16, 1978, he
became John Paul II, the first Polish
pope and the first non-Italian pope since
1522. By the time of his death on April
2, 2005, he was one of the longestserving popes in history.
One of the most influential leaders
of the 20th century, John Paul II was
instrumental in bringing an end to
Communist rule both in Poland and the
whole of Europe. His pontificate was
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also marked by tremendous strides in
ecumenism and interreligious dialogue
as he was the first pope to visit both a
mosque and a synagogue.
At his funeral in 2005, the faithful
filled St. Peter’s Square with banners and
shouts of “santo subito,” or “Sainthood
now.” In response, Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI waived the traditional fiveyear waiting period for the canonization
process to begin.
John Paul II was proclaimed
“venerable” on Dec. 19, 2009. He was
beatified on May 1, 2011, on the Feast
of Divine Mercy. His beatification is the
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The Pontificate of John Paul
II by the Numbers ...
1342
483
14
104
14

People beatified
Saints canonized
Encyclicals promulgated
Foreign trips made
Languages spoken

fastest on record, coming a little more
than six years after his death and beating
out Mother Teresa's record beatification
in 2003 by a few days.

Born the son of Italian sharecroppers and one of thirteen
children, Angelo Guiseppe
Roncalli (Nov. 25, 1881 – June 3,
1963) was ordained a priest in 1904
and went on to serve in various posts,
such as papal nuncio, in several countries. He was elected pope on Oct. 28,
1958, at the age of 77. Because of his
age, many expected him to be a “stopgap” pope, but things did not turn out
that way.
Things got interesting right away with
the man that would become affectionately known as “Good Pope John.” The
fact that he chose the name John was
significant because he was the first to
do so in more than 500 years. Other
popes had avoided the name because of
the anti-pope John XXIII (1410-1415).
His decision on Dec. 25, 1958, to
visit children infected with polio at a
hospital in Rome made him the first
pope to make pastoral visits in the
Diocese of Rome since 1870. He
followed this visit with a trip to a Roman
prison the very next day. He also had
a habit of sneaking out of the Vatican
late at night in order to walk the streets
of Rome.This behavior earned him the
name, “Johnny Walker.”
Administratively, he convoked a Roman
Synod and established the Commission
for the Revision of the Code of Canon
Law. However, the calling of the Second
Vatican Council was by far the greatest
surprise of his papacy.
Pope John XXIII made the call
for the ecumenical council less than
three months after his election on
Jan. 25, 1959. He had no detailed
plan other than a very general idea of
aggiornamento – which means “bringing

The Path to Sainthood at a Glance...

The calling of the
Second Vatican
Council was by far the
greatest surprise of his
papacy.” -On John XXIII

up to date – and a desire to seek
Christian unity. He formally summoned
the council on Dec. 25, 1961.
He was beatified on Sept. 3, 2000.
Interestingly, Pope Francis then waived
the requirement for a second miracle on
July 5, 2013, to clear the way for Pope
John XXIII’s canonization. According
to the Catholic News Agency, Vatican
spokesman Father Federico Lombardi
explained that the move “is something
that is in the power of the pope; it's not
something particularly special ... For
example, martyrs are beatified without
any miracle, which means that miracles,
because of tradition and theology, are
commonly requested, but it's not an
absolute necessity.” ◊

Notable Notes
 n Sept. 3, 2000, John Paul
O
II made John XXIII the first
pope since Pius X (19031914) to be declared
“Blessed.”
J ohn XXIII composed two
encyclicals: “Mater et Magistra”
and “Pacem in Terris.”
J ohn XXIII offered to mediate
between John F. Kennedy and
Nikita Khruschev during the
Cuban Missile Crisis.
 rom his early teens, John
F
XXIII maintained a diary of
spiritual reflections that was
subsequently published in a
book called “Journal of a Soul.”

The current procedure for causes of
beatification and canonization can
be found in the Apostolic Constitution Divinus Perfectionis Magister
promulgated by Pope John Paul II in
1983. The various stages leading to
canonization are as follows:
Servant of God The process can
begin after at least five years have
passed since the death of the candidate and involves a diocesan level
investigation into the candidate’s
exercise of Christian virtues considered heroic. At this point, the candidate
can be called Servant of God.
Venerable The investigation is
passed on to the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints in Rome. After a
summary report obtains the necessary
votes of nine reviewing theologians,
the cause is passed on for examination
by cardinals and bishops of the
congregation. A recommendation then
is made to the pope that he should
issue a proclamation of the candidate’s
heroic virtue. From the point of the
pope’s proclamation, the candidate is
referred to by the title of Venerable.
Blessed (Martyrs) In the case of a
martyr, the Prefect of the Congregation
presents the results of the investigation to
the Holy Father, who gives his approval
and authorizes the congregation to draft
the relative decree of beatification. The
public reading and promulgation of the
decree of beatification grants the
candidate the title of Blessed.
Blessed (Confessors) If the candidate was not a martyr but rather a
confessor who died peacefully after a life
of heroic virtue, a miracle attributable to
the intercession of the candidate after his
or her death is necessary. If the miracle is
verified, a second decree is promulgated
that with the decree on heroic virtue
grants the candidate the title of Blessed.
Saint In order for the Blessed to be
canonized and acquire the title of Saint,
another miracle is required and must have
occurred after his or her beatification.
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Feature Story

St. Paul gives us a reason for hope "where sin increased,
grace abounded all the more..." (Romans 5:20) Armed with this
evangelical confidence, Pope John Paul II courageously faced
these hard questions during his pontificate and directed us to
a path of freedom as described by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
in a homily on the third anniversary of his predecessor's death:
"The Servant of God John Paul II had known and personally
experienced the terrible tragedies of the 20th century and
for a long time wondered what could stem the tide of evil.
The answer could only be found in God's love. In fact, only
Divine Mercy is able to impose limitations on evil; only the
almighty love of God can defeat the tyranny of the wicked and
the destructive power of selfishness and hate. For this reason,
during his last Visit to Poland, he said on his return to the land
of his birth: “Apart from the mercy of God, there is no other
source of hope for mankind” (Homily at Krakow-Łagiewniki,
17 August 2002).

"In the whole Church it is a time of mercy"

A Special Time for Mercy

W

hen we watch the news,
we might get the
impression that there is no
hope. Thousands of
people die every day of
hunger, thousands of innocents are killed
every day through abortion, while wars and
violence rage in various places in the world,
displacing millions of families from their
homelands. Human trafficking claims tens of
millions of victims each year; the
pornography industry takes in billions of
dollars a year, and the list of evils goes on.
Our first pressing question is how to protect
the innocent from the onslaught of evil. As
Christians, we are also challenged to love our
enemies, and so our second question must
be how the perpetrators can be freed from
the tar pit of their evil actions. Finally, we also
agonize over how we can bring healing to
those who have been so badly wounded.
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April 27, 2014, is Divine Mercy Sunday, and on that date we
will witness the canonization of the man whose whole pontificate
was marked by mercy, as Pope Benedict XVI said on the third
anniversary of his death, "God's mercy ... is a privileged key to the
interpretation of his Pontificate" (April 2, 2008).
Like Pope Benedict XVI, Pope Francis also recognized the
importance of mercy in the life and pontificate of Pope John
Paul II, "In the whole Church it is a time of mercy. This was
an intuition of Blessed John Paul II. He had the 'insight' that
this was a time of mercy. Let us think of the beatification and
canonization of Sister Faustina Kowalska; then he introduced
the feast of Divine Mercy. Slowly he advanced, and went forward
with this" (Address to the priests of Rome, February 27, 2014).
Pope John Paul II was so convinced about the power of and
need for God's mercy in our present time, as a special grace
given by God to respond to the evils of the modern day, that
he consecrated the world to Divine Mercy. "Today, therefore,
in this shrine, I wish solemnly to entrust the world to Divine
Mercy. I do so with the burning desire that the message of
God's merciful love, proclaimed here through Saint Faustina,
may be made known to all the peoples of the earth and fill
their hearts with hope. ... This fire of mercy needs to be passed
on to the world. In the mercy of God the world will find peace
and mankind will find happiness! ... How greatly today's world
needs God's mercy! In every continent, from the depth of
human suffering, a cry for mercy seems to rise up" (Homily at
Krakow-Łagiewniki, 17 August 2002).

What is mercy?
Mercy is at the heart of the Easter message. When Jesus rose
from the dead, He appeared to His Apostles, who, at the outset
of His Passion, "all forsook him and fled." (Mark 14:50) After the
death of Christ, the faith of these Apostles continued to be
weak, and they lacked confidence in the power of God so that

they were hiding with "the doors being shut ... out of fear of
the Jews" (John 20:19). It is to these fearful, sinful Apostles that
Jesus appeared with His message of mercy saying, "Peace be
with you" (John 20:19). He then gave them a gift, breathing on
them and saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit." (John 20:22) The Holy
Spirit is love. The Holy Spirit empowered them to forgive. All
of this is a manifestation of God's mercy – a love that gives
sinners the "conviction that sin can be laid aside and that man
can be restored to his dignity as a son beloved of God" (Pope
John Paul II, Homily at Krakow-Łagiewniki, 17 August 2002).

Mercy as forgiveness
Mercy is a love that is offered to sinners, to those who
have not deserved it and even to those who have deserved
the opposite. It is so easy to get caught up in a mental cycle,
thinking that we are loved because we are good. This causes
two problems. The first is that we might anxiously fear
failure because we fear the loss of love. In this case, doing
good becomes an effort to earn love rather than to do good
for its own sake. The second is that when we fail we become
despondent, believing ourselves to be unlovable. The greatest
remedy for these problems is to receive love precisely from
the person whom we have failed and sinned against. This is
the experience of the Apostles in the Upper Room on Easter
Sunday when Jesus comes to them, shows them His pierced
hands and feet (the signs of their failure), and says, "Peace be
with you." As we learn to see our own failures in the wounds
of the Crucified Christ, and we also learn to receive His peace
and forgiveness, we have an experience of mercy.
"Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of
Christ crucified: 'My daughter, say that I am love and mercy
personified.' Jesus will ask Sister Faustina (Diary, p. 374).
Christ pours out this mercy on humanity through the sending
of the Spirit who, in the Trinity, is the Person-Love. And is
not mercy love's 'second name' (cf. Dives in Misericordia #7),
understood in its deepest and most tender aspect, in its ability
to take upon itself the burden of any need and, especially,
in its immense capacity for forgiveness?" (Homily for the
Canonization of St Faustina, April 30, 2000)

Mercy as hope and healing
Mercy is also an immense source of hope because evil can
be overcome by love. Love and hope are needed in abundant
measure to help the victims
of sin to have the courage
to open their hearts and be
vulnerable again. Pope John
Paul II rhapsodizes about
the healing power of love
revealed in the self-offering
of Christ on the Cross, which
is the endless fount of all
mercy, "The Cross is like a

'... This fire of mercy needs to be
passed on to the world. In the
mercy of God the world will find peace
and mankind will find happiness! ... How
greatly today's world needs God's mercy!
In every continent, from the depth of
human suffering, a cry for mercy seems to
rise up.'"

touch of eternal love upon the most painful wounds of man's
earthly existence" (Dives in Misericordia, #8). The power of
the Cross is communicated to us by the Holy Spirit whom the
risen Christ breathes out on us on Easter Day. "Humanity must
let itself be touched and pervaded by the Spirit given to it by
the risen Christ. It is the Spirit who heals the wounds of the
heart, pulls down the barriers that separate us from God and
divide us from one another, and at the same time, restores the
joy of the Father's love and of fraternal unity" (Homily for the
Canonization of St Faustina, April 30, 2000).
The question is whether there is enough love to overcome
all the evil in the world. Is there enough forgiveness to bring
peace to all of the angry and violent hearts in the world? Is
there enough compassion to heal all the wounds inflicted on
the innocent? The answer is a resounding YES! We are certain
that there is enough love to overcome all the sin and death in
the world as we hear the voice of Christ declaring victory from
the Cross, "It is finished," (John 19:30) and assuring us, "be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world." (John 16:33)
The victory is won, the love is superabundant, healing mercy
continues to flow from the pierced side of Christ. It only
remains for us to receive it in faith and extend it to others in
charity. The sacraments are the primary way we receive mercy.
We must also magnify the sacramental grace by our daily
prayers. "How many souls have been consoled by the prayer
'Jesus, I trust in you', which Providence intimated through
Saint Faustina! This simple act of abandonment to Jesus dispels
the thickest clouds and lets a ray of light penetrate every life"
(Homily for the Canonization of Saint Faustina, April 30,
2000). Jesus, I trust in you! ◊
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a
Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. He is
a program manager and host for “We Are
One Body” radio network, which records
podcasts of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon’s
thoughts every week.
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From the Bishop
Serra Club
Sponsors Event to
Promote Vocations
The Serra Club of DuPage,
an organization supporting
vocations to the priesthood
and religious life, has invited
Father David Mowry, a
recently ordained priest, to talk
about vocations on April 21
at St. Petronille Parish in Glen
Ellyn. The evening will begin at
6 p.m. with rosary and Mass in
the church. Dinner will follow
in the Parish Center.
Father Mowry, a graduate
of St. Petronille Catholic
School, first began to discern
a call to the priesthood
while he was in his junior
year at Glenbard West High
School. He entered St. John
Vianney College Seminary
at the University in St. Paul

were divided into groups and
seated at tables to discuss
the concepts presented.
Father Eickhoff invited the
youth to grow in friendship
with the Blessed Mother,
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Minnesota in 2005, and after
graduating from St. Thomas,
summa cum laude, began
his studies at Mundelein
Seminary. Ordained to the
diaconate in 2012, he served
as a deacon at St. Joseph
Church in Addison. Father
Mowry’s ordination to the
priesthood came on May
18, 2013, along with his
assignment to Immaculate
Conception Parish in
Elmhurst as associate pastor.
To find out more about
the Serra Club or to make
a reservation for the dinner,
please contact Joann Carr at
carrgeojo@gmail.com or at
630.665.0994.

Post-Abortive Retreat
to be Held in May
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend
retreats offer a beautiful

too, and he presented each
attendee with a blessed,
hand-knotted rosary.
Mass was celebrated in the
cathedral and then a lunch
of pizza, fresh vegetables
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opportunity for healing to
any woman or man who
has struggled with the
emotional or spiritual pain of
an abortion. The next retreat
in the Diocese of Joliet will
be held May 2–4 at Our
Lady of the Angels House
of Prayer in Lemont. For
more information please call
1.866.994.GIVE (4483).

A conference for men
entitled, “Go the Distance:
A Vision for Manhood,” will
take place on May 31 at
Providence Catholic High
School in New Lenox. The
day will begin with 7:30
a.m. Mass celebrated
by Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon. Keynote speakers
include Curtis Martin,

founder of the Fellowship
of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS); Danny
Abramowicz, the founder
of Crossing the Goal and
a former professional
football player; as well as
Pat Sullivan, the University
of St. Francis’s legendary
basketball coach and
author of “Attitude: The
Cornerstone of Leadership.”
The day will also involve
break-out sessions,
opportunity for confession,
and time for fellowship. The
goal is to inspire and inform
men from around the diocese
regarding the ongoing call to
conversion and discipleship
and then to send them back
to their parishes ready to
help lead others to Christ.
To see costs and register
online, please go to:
fishersofmenonline.com.

and dessert was served.
After the retreat concluded,
several of the youth stayed
to talk with the adult leaders
in Boars of Review, where
they discussed their scouting

achievements and their work
in the Catholic Youth Medal
Award program. The scouts
were all congratulated for
their hard work, study and
their efforts to grow in their
faith.
The Joliet Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting sponsored the
retreat. The committee
members represent youth
scouting organizations
that are active in the Joliet
Diocese, including the Boy
Scouts of America, the Girl
Scouts of the USA and
American Heritage Girls.
The Joliet Diocese Catholic
Committee on Scouting
works year round to offer
learning opportunities for
youth in the diocese keeping
ever mindful that “a Scout is
reverent.”

Men’s Conference
to be Held in late May

D ecree

of the

D iocesan B ishop

There are two categories of the Christian faithful, who very much desire to receive
Holy Communion during the celebration of Mass, but whose physical condition
prohibits or makes it difficult for them to do so. One group includes those confined to
home because of illness or disability. The other is those whose physical condition or other special
circumstances makes it difficult or impossible for them to join in the Communion procession,
although they are present in church.
The Church is concerned that these members of the faithful have access to the great sacrament of our
Lord’s Body and Blood, which offers such important spiritual benefits and which Christ taught is necessary
for eternal life. At the same time, and precisely because of the importance of the sacrament, the Church is
obligated to protect its sanctity and dignity.
Thus, to achieve these two ends and to provide more precise norms for the implementation Canon
230§3 and Immensae caritatis, Art. 8, and in accord with the duty of the diocesan bishop defined in Canon
838§4, after having consulted the Presbyteral Council, I hereby establish particular law for the Diocese of
Joliet as follows:

1. T
 hose communicants in church who are unable to join in the Communion procession are to receive
Holy Communion only from an ordinary or extraordinary minister.
2. H
 osts intended for members of the faithful who are unable to be present for the celebration of
Mass are to be placed in a pyx on the altar. Immediately before the final blessing, the pyx is to
be presented by the celebrant or deacon to the minister who will take Holy Communion from the
Church to the homebound. It is preferable that the pyx be placed inside a burse. The presentation
may be in silence or with simple words such as, “With the love and prayers of this community, I
entrust to you the sacred Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the spiritual nourishment of
our brother(s)/sister(s) who cannot be with us today.” The minister may then join in the procession
or return to his/her seat and informally leave the church. The distribution of Holy Communion to the
home(s) or other location must take place immediately. Hosts may not be retained by the minister for
distribution at a later time.
When Holy Communion is to be taken to homes, hospitals or nursing homes at a time apart from Mass,
the minister is to take the necessary number of hosts from the tabernacle of the church in accord with
the direction of the pastor, immediately before the intended distribution of Holy Communion. A pyx,
placed inside a burse, must be used. Hosts may not be retained by the minister for distribution at a later
time, but are to be returned to the tabernacle.
The minister of Holy Communion is to use the official rite from “The Pastoral Care of the Sick” when
ministering Holy Communion outside of Mass.
This particular law of the Diocese of Joliet is effective on June 22, the Feast of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the Year of our Lord, 2014.
Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of Joliet in Illinois on this 18th day of February in the Year of our
Lord, 2014.

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon,
Bishop of Joliet-in-Illinois

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF,
Chancellor
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