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FROM THE
BISHOP

Calling Upon the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit
uring the Easter season, Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
and I, along with Abbots Austin, Hugh and
Dismas of St. Procopius Abbey, are busy
traveling throughout the diocese conferring the
Sacrament of Confirmation on the young people in our
parishes. I have found that celebrating this sacrament is
one of the great joys of being a bishop. It is a tremendous
privilege to be able to bestow the gift of the Holy Spirit
on so many of our people. Yet, sometimes I wonder if the
candidates and all of us appreciate and make use of the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit that we receive in a profound way
in this sacrament.

PRAY!
FOR THOSE
JOINING THE
CHURCH

AUXILIARY
BISHOP JOSEPH
M. SIEGEL
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The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are Wisdom,
Understanding, Counsel, Strength, Knowledge,
Piety and Fear of the Lord. The listing of these
gifts is found in the prophet Isaiah (11:2) in
reference to the future Messianic King. They are
found in their fullness in Jesus and are bestowed
on His disciples through the Holy Spirit. While
we may possess these qualities or virtues on a
natural level, the grace of God given to us in the
sacraments, especially Confirmation, raises them
to a higher level, to view life and faith from a
supernatural point of few.
The gift of Wisdom helps us to see the world
as God as sees it and to interpret life as He does,
not as a meaningless series of events, but with an
eternal purpose. Knowing the proper ordering of
the material and spiritual worlds through Wisdom,
we can more easily make sense of the challenges
and perplexities of this life.
Understanding allows us to grasp, at least in a
limited way, the essential meaning of the truths
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of the Catholic faith that moves beyond simply
assenting to what God has revealed. Understanding
rises above natural reason as it lifts us beyond just
the things we see in this world to our relationships
with God and our role in the world.
Counsel (Right Judgment) helps us to judge
how to act in a given situation with an almost
supernatural intuition. With this gift, the Holy
Spirit speaks to the heart and enlightens us what
to do so that we can speak and act correctly,
discerning God’s will from our will, especially
when faced with trouble or challenges.
Fortitude (Courage) helps us to face difficult
situations and to overcome our fears in order
to do what is right. Unlike some common
understandings of courage, Fortitude isn’t
reckless or rash, but rather is always reasoned
and reasonable as we don’t seek danger for
danger’s sake. It is the gift of the martyrs who
are willing to give their lives rather than renounce
their faith. It helps us to cope with our struggles,
resist temptation and enable us to rise beyond
the minimum requirements of our faith.
Piety (Reverence) takes us beyond a sense of
duty in fulfilling the expectations of our Catholic
faith in worshiping God and serving Him and
neighbor, so that we desire to do these things
out of love for God. It is an instinctive affection
for God that moves beyond mere obligation to a
desire to express our love for God by doing what
is pleasing to Him.
Fear of the Lord (Wonder and Awe) is not a
matter of being frightened of God for fear of
punishment, but rather it a sense of amazement
at God’s utter holiness, beauty, goodness, justice
and mercy. Saint Thomas Aquinas explains this
gift as a fear of losing a relationship with the one
we love. In other words, we will not do anything
to hurt the one we love, because we would fear
losing that relationship.
By calling upon these Gifts of the Spirit each
day, we invite the Lord into every aspect of
our lives to help us fully live our faith and face
the challenges that come our way. As we move
toward the great feast of Pentecost on May 15,
let us invoke the Holy Spirit and ask for a deeper
understanding of the Gifts He brings:
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your Divine love.
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created,
and you shall renew the face of the earth.

ESPAÑOL

urante la temporada de semana Santa, el obispo R.
Daniel Conlon y yo, junto con los Abades Austin, Hugh
y Dimas de la Abadía de San Procopio, estámos
ocupados viajando por toda la diócesis confiriendo el
Sacramento de la confirmación en los jóvenes de nuestras
parroquias. He encontrado que celebrar este Sacramento es uno
de los grandes placeres de ser un obispo. Es un tremendo
privilegio poder conceder el don del Espíritu Santo en muchos
de nuestros pueblos. Sin embargo, a veces me pregunto si los
candidatos y todos nosotros apreciamos y hacemos uso de los
dones que recibimos del Espíritu Santo de una manera profunda
en este Sacramento.
Los dones del Espíritu Santo son
sabiduría, entendimiento, consejo,
ORAR!
fuerza, conocimiento, piedad y
POR LOS QUE
temor del Señor. La lista de estos
ACCEDAN A
dones se encuentra en el libro del
LA IGLESIA
profeta Isaías (11:2) en relación
con el futuro rey mesiánico.
Se encuentran en su plenitud en Jesús y son
otorgados a sus discípulos mediante el Espíritu
Santo. Mientras que podemos poseer estas
cualidades o virtudes a nivel natural, la gracia
de Dios dada a nosotros en los sacramentos,
especialmente la confirmación, los eleva a un
nivel superior, para ver la vida y la fe desde un
punto de vista sobrenatural.
El don de la sabiduría nos ayuda a ver el
mundo como Dios lo ve y a interpretar la vida
como Él lo hace, no como una serie sin sentido
de los acontecimientos, pero con un propósito
eterno. Saber el orden correcto de los mundos
materiales y espirituales a través de la sabiduría,
más fácilmente podemos hacer sentido de los
problemas y perplejidades de esta vida.
Comprensión nos permite captar, al menos
en forma limitada, el sentido esencial de las
verdades de la fe católica que va más allá de
simplemente necesaria a lo que Dios ha revelado.
Entendimiento se eleva por encima de la razón
natural, que nos eleva más allá de sólo lo que
vemos en este mundo a nuestras relaciones con
Dios y nuestro papel en el mundo.

Consejo (juicio derecho) nos ayuda a juzgar
cómo actuar en una situación dada con una
intuición casi sobrenatural. Con este don, el
Espíritu Santo habla al corazón y nos ilumina
qué hacer para que podamos hablar y actuar
correctamente, discerniendo la voluntad de Dios
sobre nuestra voluntad, especialmente cuando
somos enfrentados a problemas o desafíos.
Fortaleza (valor) nos ayuda a enfrentar
situaciones difíciles y a superar nuestros miedos
para hacer lo correcto. A diferencia de algunos
principios comunes del valor, la fortaleza no es
imprudente o erupción, sino es siempre razonada
y razonable mientras no buscamos peligro por
causa de peligro. Es el regalo de los mártires
que están dispuestos a dar sus vidas en lugar
de renunciar a su fe. Nos ayuda a sobrellevar
nuestras luchas, resistir la tentación y nos
permiten a elevarnos más allá de los requisitos
mínimos de nuestra fe.
Piedad (reverencia) nos lleva más allá de un
sentido del deber en el cumplimiento de las
expectativas de nuestra fe católica en adorar
a Dios y servir a él y al prójimo, por lo que
deseamos hacer estas cosas por amor a Dios. Es
un cariño instintivo por Dios que va más allá de la
mera obligación a un deseo de expresar nuestro
amor a Dios haciendo lo que es agradable a él.
Temor al Señor (maravilla y asombro) no es
una cuestión de tenerle miedo a Dios por miedo
al castigo, sino más bien un sentido de asombro
en la santidad absoluta, belleza, bondad, justicia
y misericordia de Dios. Santo Tomás de Aquino
explica este regalo como un miedo a perder
una relación con la persona que amas. En otras
palabras, no hacemos cosas para lastimar el que
amamos, porque tememos perder esa relación.
Llamando a estos dones del espíritu cada día,
invitamos al Señor en cada aspecto de nuestras
vidas para que nos ayude a vivir completamente
nuestra fe y enfrentar los retos que vienen así
a nosotros. Acercándonos a la gran fiesta de
Pentecostés el 15 de mayo, invocamos al Espíritu
Santo y le pedimos una comprensión más
profunda de los dones que trae:
Ven Espíritu Santo, llena los corazones de tus
fieles y enciende en ellos el fuego de tu amor
divino. Envía tu espíritu, y serán creados y se
renovará la faz de la tierra.

HISTORIA
POR EL
OBISPO
AUXILIAR
JOSÉPH M.
SIEGEL

TEMOR AL SEÑOR
(MARAVILLA Y
ASOMBRO) NO ES
UNA CUESTIÓN DE
TENERLE MIEDO A
DIOS POR MIEDO
AL CASTIGO,
SINO MÁS BIEN
UN SENTIDO DE
ASOMBRO EN
LA SANTIDAD
ABSOLUTA,
BELLEZA, BONDAD,
JUSTICIA Y
MISERICORDIA DE
DIOS.
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YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL
NEWS

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

Office of Family Ministry to
Offer Conference for Divorced
and Widowed People on April 9

BENET ACADEMY’S IDEA STUDIO
TRANSFORMS CLASSROOM
LEARNING SPACE
STORY BY CARLOS BRICEÑO

Visit the Idea Studio, a new
innovative classroom space at Benet
Academy in Lisle that recently opened,
and you will be greeted by a sea
of white. The walls in the space are
covered by floor-to-ceiling whiteboards
— making it appear like the room is
a blank canvas. And that’s one of the
main purposes of the space: for it to be
a collaborative learning environment for
students and staff to “fill in the canvas”
in multiple and creative ways.
The space also has chairs on wheels.
Movable three-feet-by-five-feet writable
whiteboard surfaces. And no podium.
“It’s an omnidirectional learning
environment,” said David Broz, a
Benet alumnus, who is a registered
architect and principal at Gensler, an
architecture, design, planning and
consulting firm in Chicago who was the
design architect for the space. “So all
those architectural cues we put into the
design reinforce [Benet’s] desire for the
kind of learning they wanted to happen
in the classroom.”
As Gensler’s leader in the education
practice area, Broz is an expert in
innovative learning environments. And
he said that students want customizable
learning spaces, mainly because
they grew up in an age of phone app
proliferation, which allows students to
create a customized experience.
They expect to move furniture
around in the classroom or sit wherever
4

they want. And they want access to
collaboration, Broz said.
“Their [Benet’s] vision was exactly
where I see the trending happening on a
global basis with learning environments,”
he said. “To be able to help them out
to realize their vision, apply some
global standards to it and create the
introduction and the networks to allow
them to get the best value for their
dollars was a win-win-win for everybody.”
The 850-square-foot room used to
be formerly known as the computer
electronic writing lab and was created
with the help of grants and donations
from parents, alumni and corporate
partners, said Matt Murphy, Benet’s
director of technology. It has 33
Steelcase Node mobile desks and four
LCD projectors with Apple TV.
The flexibility of the furniture means
the room can be configured in various
ways — from formal presentations to
single large group meetings to board
room settings or individual group
meetings. For instance, Murphy said,
physics students can move the chairs
off to the sides and use the huge open
space to roll things on the floor during
experiments. Or a religion class can
post different stories on the lives of
saints on different whiteboards.
“What's great with this room is that
there is no wrong way to use it,” Murphy
said. “The way I like to look at it is it's
not a technology-based room. There are
projectors on each wall, but for the most
part there is not a lot of technology in
the room. I like to say the biggest piece
of technology you bring into the space
is the one you have up in your head.”
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On April 9, from 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m., the diocesan Office of
Family Ministry is sponsoring
a conference entitled,
“Remembering the Past,
Remembering the Future,”
at the Blanchette Catholic
Center in Crest Hill. The day,
exclusively for the divorced and
widowed and those who care
about them, features Sister
Jane Schlosser, RSM. The day
offers time for reflection, prayer,
discussion, and relaxation.
The requested $35 donation
includes morning coffee, lunch
and resource materials. Register
by calling the Office of Family
Ministry at 815.838.5334 or
by emailing familyministry@
dioceseofjoliet.org. Or go to
conta.cc/1RqemGz.

St. Joseph Parish to Hold
Dinner on April 16 as Part of
125th Anniversary Celebration
St. Joseph’s Parish will sponsor
a spaghetti dinner on April 16 at
St. Joseph Park, 700 Theodore
Street in Joliet, from 4-7 p.m.
as a way to celebrate its 125th
anniversary as a parish. Tickets
are $7 for adults and $4 for
children between the ages of
six and 10 years old. Children
who are five years old and
under are free. People can dine
in or carry out. All proceeds will
be given to benefit others at
the Will County Senior Service
Center and to Father Pedro
Opeka, a Nobel Prize nominee,
for his service to the poorest
of the poor in Madagascar.
For more information, call the
parish at 815.727.9378.
THINGS TO DO CONTINUES ON PG. 22
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YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
LIFE

It has been said the opposite of faith is fear.
Without faith, we take our burdens on ourselves.
Feeling overwhelmed, we then live with anxiety
and fear. But faith tells us we are not alone in
bearing our burdens; a strength is available to us.
St. Paul gives us encouragement from his own
experience of burdens borne. When we are weak,
he says, we are strong. A Christian bears burdens
differently. We are loved with an unconditional
love, a love that helps us bear all things, a love
that will have the last word.

Patient
Endurance

M

uch of life seems to be waiting. Often we are
bearing burdens and are waiting for relief. The

buoyancy of people is remarkable. I often think of a
blues lyric, “Been down so long, it looks like up to me.”
Troubles can be born in unique ways.

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM.,

who is on
the Board of
Members at
Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at
Holy Family
Parish in
Shorewood.
6

We wait for the healing of physical or mental
wounds; we wait for the strength to accept losses
in our life; we wait for sorrows to lift; we wait for
the ache of loneliness to ease, and the solace of
friendship to take hold; we wait for recognition
and acceptance; we wait for a direction in life.
In waiting, our Christianity is tested. Our
spirituality becomes one of patient endurance.
We are surprised and edified when we see
someone with multiple problems still smiling, still
grateful. Parishioners with many family concerns
sit quietly in church. When asked how they are
doing, they manage a smile and say, “A day at a
time.” Patient endurance has become their way
of life. Wordless hope their prayer. The witness of
countless people who patiently carry their cross is
truly inspiring, and a testament to faith.
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Waiting with others

We see amazing faith when a burdened
person helps another who is equally burdened.
Maybe being burdened helps us to be more
compassionate, and perhaps more present to
others in their struggles. We realize we are not
alone in waiting.
In this Jubilee Year of Mercy we are asked to
acknowledge our need for God’s mercy and to
show mercy to one another. As an agenda for this
special year, Pope Francis recommends the works
of mercy, corporal and spiritual. One way or
another, they involve paying attention to others
who are patiently enduring.
Some acts of mercy are quite specific and
require action: the sick and imprisoned wait for
visitors; the hungry and thirsty wait for sustenance;
the homeless wait for acceptance and shelter; the
naked to be clothed, the dead to be buried.
Works of mercy are also practiced when we
meet others’ emotional and spiritual needs.
When we comfort, counsel, teach, and admonish,
we are being ministers of mercy. Often these
compassionate works require presence and
listening. Pope Francis identifies much of this
work as “the apostolate of the ear.” Also, we
practice mercy when we forgive, bear wrongs,
and pray for the living and the dead.
Patiently enduring trials is an act of hope. It
can open us to our need for God’s mercy and to
trust in God’s promise. Pope Benedict writes: “It
is not by sidestepping or fleeing from suffering
that we are healed, but rather by our capacity
for accepting it, maturing through it and finding
meaning through union with Christ, who suffered
with infinite love.” Meanwhile, in our waiting St.
Paul encourages us: “Be on your guard, stand firm
in the faith, be courageous, be strong” (1 Cor 16:13, 14).

YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

Asking God for Help
became

EMMA

homeless
during freezing
cold January

temperatures in 2011. A
devastating divorce left
her without money, a car,
or a place to live. Relatives
welcomed her to stay
temporarily in their home.
Weeks later, on Ash
Wednesday, Emma asked
God to help her and promised
to listen to whatever He
said in return. Despite her
circumstances, the mother
of two remained optimistic.
“Sometimes bad things
happen to make way for good
things,” she explained.

TO LEARN MORE
about the programs
and services provided
by Catholic Charities,
including Out of Poverty
and the SHIFT permanent
supportive housing
program, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org

During the following year,
Emma worked at a local
nonprofit agency, but was
unable to afford housing. She
began staying with a friend with
the understanding that this was
only a temporary living situation.
When Emma was laid off from
her job, she needed to find
another place to stay. Having
exhausted her other options, she
sought help from DuPagePads
and was referred to Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Joliet.
Emma’s case manager at
Catholic Charities helped her
obtain housing through the
SHIFT permanent supportive
housing program in October
2012. This DuPage County
program provides housing to
homeless families in which at
least one family member has a
disability. Emma was excited to
move into her apartment in a
great neighborhood in DuPage
County. “You don’t know how
wonderful it was,” she said of
having her own space.
Once her housing was secured,
Emma was able to focus on
re-building her life. She sought
help for medical issues, stopped
drinking alcohol, and quit
smoking cigarettes. Emma also
participated in Catholic Charities’
Out of Poverty program, which

Story and
photography
by Maggie
Snow

helped her set goals to realize her potential. Out of
Poverty is designed for individuals whose lives are
habituated and sustained in poverty. The classes
affirm that change is possible. Participants follow a
step-by-step process within a group setting. Emma
found the program motivational and beneficial.
Today, Emma is working hard at two jobs and
a percentage of her income goes toward her
rent. She is thankful to her case manager and
Catholic Charities for the stability that she enjoys
today. “He is a positive influence on my life. Just
wonderful…” she said with a smile. Although
Emma has received assistance, her self-motivation
is the key to her success. “I got a lot of help from
Catholic Charities, and I also did a lot of hard
work,” she said. “Today I can hold my head high!”
When Emma reflects on her period of
homelessness, she says it was “the most horrible
feeling that I’ve ever experienced. Without the
support I received from my family and Catholic
Charities, I would have been walking down the
street with my luggage in the middle of winter.”
She also credits her strong faith in God for
guiding her through the most difficult period of
her life. “I always had God in my heart and knew
He’d get me through,” she said. “Now, my faith is
strengthened.”
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, is a faithbased organization providing service to people in
need and calling others of good will to do the same.
7

YOUR LIFE

Celebrating Easter Every Day

T

here is a passage from the Gospel that has long puzzled me.
After Christ’s death, St. Matthew recounts that there was a
massive earthquake and that “the tombs also were opened,
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised,
and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they went
into the holy city and appeared to many” (Mt 27:52-53).

I have heard the resurrection account
innumerable times. I have read and believed that
Christ was dead but now lives and that “if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him” (Rom 6:8). I have always thought of
that as a promise which is only to be known in the
Story by
future, as though God’s grace can only be effective
Father Michael
tomorrow, but not today. However, St. Matthew
Pawlowicz,
a parochial vicar
shows that the power of Christ’s resurrection was
at St. Mary’s
immediately known on earth. Dying, He destroyed
Parish in West
death and the enmity between God and man: “The
Chicago.
curtain of the temple was torn in two […] and the
earth shook, and rocks were split” (Mt 27:51). Rising, He immediately
went to work “to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in
the shadow of death” (Lk 1:79); “many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised” (Mt 27:52).
The power of Easter, that is, of the passion, death and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, is not meant to be something that we experience
tomorrow or later on. St. Matthew shows that the fruits of Easter are
immediately available and seen among those who believe in Christ.
How, then, can we better experience the grace that we proclaim
has been released upon the earth? How do we, who “have been
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above” (Col 3:1)?
The first thing that struck me about St. Matthew’s account is that
those who were the first to be raised were already dead. Jesus could
have waited for the Blessed Virgin — the sinless one — to complete
her days before manifesting His power, but He did not. He called
those who had already passed, so that those who were already dead
to this world would live for Christ. The teaching is this: the more we
die to the pleasures and allurements of this world — even the good
ones – the more perfectly our souls will be dominated by the One
who died and now lives forevermore, the One who holds the keys of
Death and Hades (cf. Rev. 1:18). St. Irenaeus sees death as a medicine
for sin, saying that God “set a bound to [man’s state of] sin, by
interposing death, and thus ceasing sin to cease, putting an end to it
by the dissolution of the flesh, which should take place in the earth,
so that man, ceasing at length to live to sin, and dying to it, might
begin to live to God” (Adv. Hær. III.23.6). Jesus truly died to and for
the world He so loved so that “whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). Therefore, we too must always
8
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be “carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our
bodies” (II Cor 4:10).
“Behold, I make all things new” (Rev 21:5). The
power and promise of Easter teach us to place a
radical trust in the Lord Jesus. The more we do
war against our passions, desires and attachments,
the more the Lord will pour His supernatural life
into our souls. The more we enter into the tomb of
baptism which we have already received, the more
that the Lord will grant us to taste of the river of
the water of life, which is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Easter is 50 days of celebrating the One
who dying destroyed death, and rising gives to
us the “life He lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God
in Christ Jesus” (Rom 6:10b-11). Take advantage
of the grace He gives to you. Allow the light of
day to shine upon the darkness of your soul in
confession. Listen to the voice of the Living One
say to you, Come out!
“The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with
a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let
him go’ ” (Jn 11:44).

YOUR FAITH
VOCATIONS

STUDENTS
GATHER
TOGETHER
AT VOCATIONS
CONFERENCE

T

he Diocese of Joliet hosted
its 2nd annual “Here I Am
Lord” conference from Feb.

29-March 2. Over the course of three
days, approximately 2,000 young
people experienced the power of the
Holy Spirit at work in the diocese.
The goal of this conference was
twofold: to inspire young people to a
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ
and to encourage them to consider
God’s call in their life.

“This conference is one of the
highlights of the year,” said Father
John Belmonte, S.J., diocesan
superintendent of Catholic Schools.
“Part of building strong a Catholic
school culture is fostering a strong
vocation culture. Bringing together
so many young people with religious,

religious. I could really see Jesus in
each one of them; their faces were
radiant with joy and happiness. It
helped me to see that living a holy life
isn’t boring or dull, but that it is full of
life and happiness.”
Another student said, “It was great
to know that a lot of people who
choose to spend their life devoted
to God did not initially want to or
even think about becoming a priest
or sister. They seemed happy in the
way of life that they were living. It was
great to see that if you decide to take
that path in life and respond to God’s
call, you are not giving up all you
thought you wanted, but rather you
seminarians and priests to learn about
are finding happiness in a place you
our Lord’s call and to pray celebrate
never thought to look.”
together is a graced moment for our
Popular Catholic speaker Matt
local diocesan church.”
Fradd spoke to the students about
The day was filled with praise
his conversion and common struggles
and worship music led by Anthony
young people have in their search for
Redfield from Delaware. He was joined
God. Students were fully engaged
by seminarian Kyle Langan on the
in Matt’s talk as he combined stories
jimbay, Father Tom Dunn on the cajon,
with humor to present a message that
and Tom Langan on the keyboard.
spoke to their hearts. After his talk,
One student said, “The upbeat praise
students posed questions on topics
and worship music made me excited
such as happiness, moral situations,
for the day. It helped me understand
world religions, common objections
that praising God is fun
to the faith, etc. All were
and that not all prayer is
impressed with the depth
silent and serious. I enjoyed
and sincerity of their desire
singing with my peers and
for truth. One student said,
FOR MORE
PHOTOS
connecting the lyrics with
“Matt Fradd helped me
from the vocations
my everyday life. The slower
know that God is always the
conference, go to
music was my favorite
answer.”
dioceseofjoliet.org/
part of the day because it
One comment by
aroundthediocese
brought me very close with
an eighth-grade boy
God. I felt His presence. I
summarized the event: “I
combined my love for music with my
enjoyed seeing 800 children just like
love for God, and they came together
me starting out nervous and a little bit
in perfect harmony. I was relaxed and
awkward and then being filled with
made sure I absorbed every word I
Jesus. I am sure our singing loudly was
sang and connected with it.”
enough to make God smile and say ‘I
In addition to the presence of the
did a nice job at this conference.’ ”
diocesan seminarians, 26 religious
More to come in next month's issue ...
communities were present throughout
the conference to visit with students
Story by Sister Cecilia Joseph, OP, a member of
in the vocation fair. One student said,
the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia and principal
“I met so many happy and joyful
of St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet
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YOUR FAITH
DIVINE MERCY

THE FACE OF

the Father’s Mercy
By the time you read this, we will be celebrating an
extraordinary moment in an already extraordinary
year. The first Sunday after Easter, April 4, the
Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday during the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. The origin of this
feast, devoted to God’s Mercy shining forth in Jesus
Christ, is quite recent. It all began with a young girl.

Story by
Sister Maria
Catherine, OP,
a member of the
Dominican Sisters
of St. Cecilia,
who teaches at
St. Jude Catholic
School in Joliet
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Born in 1905, Helena Kowalska was a Polish farm
girl who, at a young age, felt Jesus Christ calling
her to belong totally to Him by living religious
life. At the age of 19, she entered the Sisters of
Our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw, Poland, and lived
a simple life of love for Jesus, her spouse. While
cheerfully fulfilling the humble duties of cook,
gardener, and doorkeeper, this young sister, now
named Sister Maria Faustina, received many visions
of Christ, in which He spoke to her of His longing
to pour out His love into souls and of His sorrow
at how many rejected Him. The Lord asked her to
spread this message of His Divine Mercy to the
world, especially through the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy (a series of prayers
prayed on the beads of the
rosary), and through a painted
image, which shows the risen
Jesus standing, clothed in
radiant white, with red-andwhite rays of light pouring out
of His wounded side to bathe
us in His mercy. Under His feet
are the words, “Jesus, I trust
in you.” St. Faustina spent her
short life (she died in 1938 at
the age of 33) in sharing the
message of Jesus’ mercy with
the world, and in the Jubilee
Year 2000, St. John Paul II
dedicated the first Sunday
after Easter as Divine Mercy
Sunday. Now, 16 years later, we
enter into Divine Mercy Sunday
during another Jubilee Year,
dedicated to this mercy.
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Jesus made clear to St. Faustina that He longed
to pour out His overflowing mercy upon all,
especially through the devotions of the Divine
Mercy image, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and
Divine Mercy Sunday, saying to her: “My daughter,
tell the whole world about My inconceivable
mercy…My mercy is so great that no mind, be
it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it
throughout all eternity” (“Divine Mercy in My Soul,”
#699). This is the merciful Jesus who heals and
forgives sin, who leaves the 99 sheep to search for
the one, whose heart was moved with compassion
for the crowd for they were “like sheep without a
shepherd,” and who ate with sinners. This is Jesus,
who, with His last breath, spoke of His thirst for
our salvation and who, at the height of His mercy,
poured out all: blood and water flowing from His
pierced side to wash us clean and give us new life.
This is Jesus who, as Pope Francis reminds us, is
the “face of the Father’s mercy,” (Pope Francis,
Misericordiae Vultus, #1); Jesus, who is God made
flesh to make visible the “Father of Mercies,” who
from all eternity has been longing for His beloved
children to draw near and accept His love. In
gazing upon the face of Jesus and letting Him look
upon us, we are transformed as His merciful love
penetrates our hearts.
But how do we receive this mercy that the Lord
is desiring to pour upon us? Jesus tells St. Faustina
that it takes only trust. He says: "I am Love and
Mercy itself. When a soul approaches Me with
trust, I fill it with such an abundance of graces that
it cannot contain them within itself, but radiates
them to other souls" (“Divine Mercy in My Soul,”
#1074). In the midst of our weakness and sins, all
the Lord asks is trust. This is love without measure.
He is consumed with the desire to pour out this
love in each soul, thirsting for each heart to accept
His love and love Him in return. Touched by His
mercy, healed and united to Him, we are given a
share in His heart and are consumed with His love,
with His desire to bring this mercy to each soul:
to comfort the sorrowing, give drink to the thirsty,
bear wrongs patiently. This is the mercy that is “the
beating heart of the Gospel” (Misericordiae Vultus,
#12). This is the mercy that is the “foundation of
the Church” (Misericordiae Vultus, #10), and that
has been sung by the saints throughout the ages,
echoing the voice of their Lord. In this Year of
Mercy, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, this
is a beautiful time to gaze upon Jesus, the “face of
the Father’s mercy,” (Misericordiae Vultus, #1) and
to share His mercy with the world.

1. MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
2. OPTIONAL OPENING PRAYERS
You expired, Jesus, but the source
of life gushed forth for souls,
and the ocean of mercy opened
up for the whole world. O Fount
of Life, unfathomable Divine
Mercy, envelop the whole
world and empty Yourself
out upon us.
O Blood and Water,
which gushed forth from
the Heart of Jesus as
a fountain of Mercy
for us, I trust in You!
(Repeat three times)
3. OUR FATHER
Our Father, Who art in
heaven, hallowed be Thy
name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, Amen.

How to pray
the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy

4. HAIL MARY
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord
is with thee. Blessed art thou
amongst women, and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of
our death, Amen.

The Chaplet of Mercy is

5. THE APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father
almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried; He descended

recited using ordinary rosary
beads of five decades. The
chaplet is preceded by two
opening prayers from the
Diary of Saint Faustina and
followed by a closing prayer.

into hell; on the third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there He will come
to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and
life everlasting. Amen.
6. THE ETERNAL FATHER
Eternal Father, I offer you the
Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved
Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in
atonement for our sins and those
of the whole world.
7. ON THE TEN SMALL BEADS
OF EACH DECADE
For the sake of His sorrowful
Passion, have mercy on us and on
the whole world.
8. REPEAT FOR THE
REMAINING DECADES
Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on
the "Our Father" bead and then
10 "For the sake of His sorrowful
Passion" (7) on the following
"Hail Mary" beads.
9. CONCLUDE WITH HOLY GOD
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, have mercy on
us and on the whole world.
(Repeat three times)
10. OPTIONAL CLOSING PRAYER
Eternal God, in whom mercy
is endless and the treasury of
compassion — inexhaustible,
look kindly upon us and increase
Your mercy in us, that in difficult
moments we might not despair
nor become despondent, but
with great confidence submit
ourselves to Your holy will, which
is Love and Mercy itself.
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Why a Catholic Cannot
(and Should not)

be Ethical, Alone
THE MOST COMMON MISTAKE

Catholics in the United States
make when we speak about ethics

is to begin with an individual faced with a moral dilemma and end it
with that person arriving at a moral conclusion. This mistake is a habit
of common to Americans; born out of a society that privileges
individual liberty and, by extension, seeks to maximize a person’s ability
to decide every aspect over his or her life.
Story by
Ramón Luzárraga,
an assistant
professor of
theology and
member of the
founding faculty
of Benedictine
University in
Mesa, AZ
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This habit is a product of a peculiarly American version of
Christianity born out of the Second Great Awakening, a series
of revivals which occurred across the eastern United States
between 1800 and 1830. Those revivals took the Protestant
Reformation’s privileging of the individual relationship between
the Redeemer and the redeemed individual, and pushed that
idea to the point where the individual conscience is the primary
and final arbiter of right and wrong before God.
A church community may be present to offer companionship
and advice, but for too many American Christians a church
is a voluntary association of believers where any authority is,
at best, advisory and wholly subordinated to the authority of
the individual. In addition, there developed in our country an
anti-intellectual faith. It hinges on the idea that God directly
inspires and informs the individual conscience to the point that
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many Christians today rely on
that influence alone without the
help of a church community,
absent any formal catechetical
and theological education, and
absent the individual study
of the Christian theological
tradition beyond, perhaps,
reading the Bible.
The Roman Catholic Church
rejects this hyper-individualistic
practice of religious faith as
naïve. This includes the practice
of Christian ethics. Here is why.
The Church’s preferred moral
philosophy is virtue ethics. Its
foundational idea is that people
acquire an understanding of the
good through ethical practices
taught by a community of
character. Beginning as children,
we are taught by our fellow
Catholics, other Christians and
people of good character, the
difference between moral and
immoral human acts.

YOUR STORY
ETHICS

We are taught to have good motives to act and attain good
ends through good means. We are taught to reject moral acts
that can make us evildoers, such as the utilitarian belief that
moral ends can be achieved by any means necessary. This is
not done merely though teaching moral principles, such as the
Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, or the Church’s moral
teaching, both individual and social.
We gain an authentic understanding of these moral principles
by our practicing them in daily life, reinforced by being in the
company with other persons of good character or by resisting
persons who tempt us to vice. Seeing ourselves and our
neighbors flourish as human beings in communities of character
and holiness persuades us of the moral teachings of the Church.
Teachers and books only explain the Catholic moral life, but the
believer truly becomes convinced of the truth of that life by
living it out and seeing that flourishing. We also see that truth
through witnessing how immoral acts diminish and destroy
human life. Roman Catholic virtue ethics is practical wisdom,
designed to help people become virtuous and holy through
habits acquired through practice.
The mastery of virtue cannot be achieved alone. The Church,
backed by centuries of pastoral experience and the presence
of the Holy Spirit, possesses unsurpassed expertise in human
nature, including our vulnerabilities to vice, our licit needs,
and our desire for God. The Church has the mission to be a
community of virtue and holiness always present to provide
support, encouragement, and, yes, admonishment and correction
so we can have the moral and spiritual foundation for responsible
adulthood. The authority of the Church granted to it by Jesus
Christ through the Apostles and their successors, our bishops,
is a sign to the world that we are not a voluntary association of
persons who happen to love Jesus. Instead, we are a communion
of persons called into being and vivified by the Triune God who
bear the Kingdom of God into the world. We seek to transform
that world into a community of character and holiness in
prophetic defiance of human caprice, whim, or social fads.
Responsible adulthood does not mean one grows out of the
Church. Maturity for the Christian is an invitation by God to
build on the moral foundation developed in childhood within
the Church and grow into greater and more profound levels of
commitment to virtue and holiness. Conversion is not reserved
for those who enter Christianity or the Catholic Church; it
applies to those who are already Christian but want to live
that life greater perfection. This conversion is a discipline that
requires the continued guidance and support of the Church.
Saint Augustine’s road from heresy to becoming the greatest of
Church fathers required a comprehensive and deep mastering
of Sacred Tradition and the theology and philosophy of his day.
This could only have been achieved through study and prayer
within the Church. Our greatest saints and theologians are not
exempt from this discipline of knowing God through study and
prayer in community; neither are we.

The authority of the Church granted to it by
Jesus Christ through the Apostles and their
successors, our bishops, is a sign to the world
that we are not a voluntary association of
persons who happen to love Jesus. ...
We are a communion of persons called into
being and vivified by the Triune God ...

This discipline of growing
in greater virtue and holiness
in community threatens many
Americans because they
think, correctly, it is a practice
requiring much sacrifice. Given
our extreme privileging of
individualism, many also think
the Catholic moral life is an
onerous burden that curbs our
individual liberty. We waste our
lives working for ideals that are
idealistic at best and impossible
to achieve at worst. No. Jesus
promised that His teachings, as
described by Him in Matthew
11:28-30, are an easy yoke and
a light burden. The reason for
Jesus’ statement is precisely
because the Catholic moral life
is not designed to be lived out
alone. God supports us with
His grace, and that grace is
mediated in part through the
regular help and support of
fellow Catholics who help us
live out lives of goodness and
holiness and flourish through
the attaining of greater levels of
moral and spiritual perfection.
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YOUR STORY
CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

STORY BY
EILEEN
O’GRADY
DADAY
PHOTOS BY
FATHER TOM
LONG, CSV

MATERNITY BVM STUDENTS

MICROSOFT SPECIALISTS
AND SERVANT LEADERS
MAX O’CONNOR
may only be in eighth grade,
but already he’s thinking
about how he can differentiate
himself and advance his career,
in high school and college —
and beyond.

14
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As a junior high school student at the parish
school of Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in Bourbonnais, he has been immersed in
computer technology since he received his first
laptop from the school, in sixth grade.
Now, as he enters his last year, Max and his
classmates are so advanced in technology, they
are studying to take tests for certifications as
Microsoft Office Specialists — worth one credit
hour in college.
One year ago, as seventh graders, the students
took their first test to be certified as PowerPoint
specialists. This year, the eighth graders will bone up
to become certified as specialists in Microsoft Word.
Max wants to go even further. He intends to
study over the summer to take tests to be certified
as a specialist in Microsoft Publisher and Excel.

MAX O’CONNOR (R), IS
IMMERSED IN TECHNOLOGY
WITH HIS EIGHTH-GRADE
CLASSMATES, COLLEEN
BASSETT, SARAH LITTRELL
AND JOEY ALLEGRO (L-R).

His classmate, Abigail Geoffrey, wants to take
an online course on software coding, with the
thought of possibly designing her own web site.
It all relates back to a commitment made nearly
10 years ago by then-Principal Terry Granger, in
collaboration with Father Richard Pighini, CSV,
pastor, and Father James Michaletz, CSV, associate
pastor, to bring technology into the school.
“It was more of an experiment at the
beginning,” Granger says, “of students having
access to technology, all day, every day.”
The school took the plunge in 2006 and
created a one-to-one program that put laptops
in the hands of every sixth, seventh and eighth
grade student.
Students learned to take notes, read
assignments, submit homework, present papers
and take tests all on laptop computers that the
school owns and families lease.
The program was groundbreaking at the
time, and served as a prototype for schools in
the Bourbonnais/Kankakee region, as well as
the Joliet Diocese. But as the years went by, a
problem surfaced: students had mastered the
technology so well, they needed a new challenge.
“We needed some sort of goal to shoot for,”
says Steve Langelett, Maternity’s technology
director. “Preparing for Microsoft certifications
gives them sort of a college final.”
Langelett began preparing students three
years ago, using their Tech Plus class each week
to go over material on the test. At the time,
Certiport, which administers the certification test
for Microsoft, told Langelett, they were the first
eighth-grade class in Illinois to sit for the exam.
“It gives them a mastery in Microsoft that just
builds confidence,” Langelett adds.
At the school’s annual graduation banquet,
Langelett encourages eighth graders to share their
knowledge with high school classmates. They now
are certified as specialists — and problem solvers
— and they need to share the wealth.
“I think it’s wonderful,” says Father Jason
Nesbit, CSV, associate pastor. “When they
graduate, they’re ready to hit the ground running.
They’re often times ahead of their peers, but
more importantly, they are in a position to help
their classmates.”

STEVE LANGELETT, A TECHNOLOGY
TEACHER, DEMONSTRATES TO A SIXTHGRADE CLASS HOW TO SET UP THEIR
LAPTOPS, INCLUDING SAVING INFORMATION
TO THE CLOUD.
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THE

JOURNEY
of a Catholic Writer

STORY BY
Chiara Talluto,
a parishioner
at Resurrection
Parish in Wayne
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YOUR STORY
REFLECTION

PEOPLE OFTEN ASK ME WHAT
IT’S LIKE TO WRITE.
I TELL THEM THE EFFECT OF LIVING AND BREATHING YOUR
CHARACTER’S LIVES IS LIKE IMMERSING YOURSELF UNDERWATER
FOR AN INDEFINITE AMOUNT OF TIME. TIME BEING THE KEY
WORD. WHEN I KNOW I’VE CAPTURED ALL THE DETAILS
REQUIRED, THAT’S WHEN I COME UP FOR AIR. YOU GOT TO HAVE
A GOOD SET OF LUNGS TO BE A WRITER.

Besides being an author, I’m also a busy mom, wife, and woman
after God’s heart. As I ponder this declaration, I find it more
appropriate to claim that I am a woman after God’s heart first who
became a writer and busy mom.
Born into an Italian family, being Catholic was more than just a
religion. We celebrated the sacraments and the saints and always
attended dinner dances in honor of those saints. It was what we did,
and I never questioned it. For many years, however, I went through the
motions of my Catholic upbringing, not quite pursuing my faith as I
should have. But I’m happy to share with you now my story of how a
family challenge and an underlying persistence to be and do something
bigger led me back to Christ. This is my journey as a Catholic writer.
The year was 2000; my husband and I had been married for five
years, and we were ready to start a family. Desiring children was not a
check on some bucket list of things to accomplish for us, but rather a
yearning and life investment to bring children freely and lovingly into
this world. We tried. The months became years, and everything was
still the same. No pregnancy.
In 2005, I joined a writer’s group at my local public library. I had
been writing short stories and poems for many years. A voracious
reader as a teen, I enjoyed the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew series of
books. It wasn’t until I started reading Danielle Steel that my interest
in writing longer prose became very attractive and somewhat realistic
as a dream. When I entered college, my studies took precedence. I
put writing off to the side. But something inside
me was void. Later, I took a job as an instructional
designer. Even though I was writing in my
profession, it wasn’t related to characters and
storylines. So, with this new group, I found it to be
a perfect opportunity to spark my writing again.
Maybe, I could write a novel. I just didn’t know
what I’d write about for a plot.
Not long after I started making friends in the
writers’ group, a story idea came to my mind. A
story about a little girl missing her leg below her
FOR MORE
INFORMATION
right knee known as a below-the-knee transverse
about Talluto’s
deficiency. She was perfect, but not whole. I
novel, “Love’s
wondered about this child day-in and day-out and
Perfect Surrender,”
became consumed with her. I didn’t know anyone
and other
who had this condition, but I strived to learn
writings, go to
chiaratalluto.com
more. A few weeks later, another idea popped in

my mind. This time it was about a troubled married
couple struggling with their own expectations,
and ironically enough, also having a difficult time
conceiving. I married the two ideas together and
began writing.
Over a course of two more years, during which
there was a failed adoption in the summer of
2007, I fervently wrote until my wrist hurt, and
my brain became depleted of all emotion. My
disappointments had become the story outlet
— two people desiring children but lacking the
trust and faith in the Lord to carry them through.
Almost like me.
You see, I had religion, but I too lacked faith. I
could relate to the strain on a marriage and the
stress of wanting something so badly yet unable
to attain it. My grieving of being childless splashed
on the pages of the story. It needed to be told
because I knew I wasn’t the only one out there
suffering from this affliction. So I continued until a
grand miracle happened. It was absolutely grand,
too, because in 2008 I gave birth to a daughter,
and then, two years later, another daughter was
born. In all the late night feedings and first steps,
I continued to pour my heart into this story,
perfecting it to the best of my ability.
My story became my psalms. I saw my faith grow
even stronger, and prayer became my mantra.
After nine long years of writing and writing, editing
and re-editing, three title changes, and 27 versions
of the story later, “Love’s Perfect Surrender,” a
Christian romance, was published in 2014.
I never set out to be a writer, a Christian writer
for that matter; it just happened. The Catholic
Church never left me either. It was always there,
waiting for me to return. I understand now how
much I need the Church in my life. It’s who I am
and who I was meant to be.
Writing is my outlet, a spilling of emotions,
random thoughts, and imaginary characters that
consume my mind 24 hours a day. I need to write,
just like I need to eat, exercise, and breathe.
Today, my girls are five and seven. They are
happy, healthy, and more importantly, in love with
Jesus. It was He, after all, who gave them to me.
God has continuously and faithfully given me the
oxygen and love needed to fulfill my two passions:
writing and mothering. I can’t separate the two and
am lost without them in my life.
In the end, everything came full circle with
having a family and the beginnings of my writing
career. I have to remember to surrender my
weaknesses, continue to put my faith in the Lord,
and never stop persisting in my writing endeavors.
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Here are four principles that might help "Pat"
(re)consider the gift of indulgences during
the Year of Mercy:

1

Exploring Indulgences
with “Pat in the Pew”
POPE FRANCIS’ JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
has clearly struck a chord in the hearts of
Catholics around the world. Since nobody’s
perfect, everybody intuitively knows the need
for Divine Mercy. Yet, like a crazy uncle at a
family party, Papa Francesco has included a
potentially confounding twist in announcing
the jubilee festivities: indulgences.
If you have never really heard about or
understood indulgences, you might be like "Pat
in the Pew." Pat is a regular attendee of Sunday
Mass, a Catholic who understands Jesus’ gift in
the sacrament of reconciliation, someone who is
happy to self-identify as Catholic, even without
having easy answers to every question that
might arise about the faith.To Pat, indulgences
might seem like obtuse rules to a game no one
remembers, which allege to deliver a solution
for a problem we didn’t know we had.
Indeed, in Misericordiae Vultus ("The Face
of Mercy"), Pope Francis writes that “A Jubilee
also entails the granting of indulgences,”
adding that “This practice will acquire an even
more important meaning in the Holy Year of
Mercy” (MV, n. 22).
18
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It’s about relationships, not rules. Sure, the idea of going to a specific
church, walking through the designated holy doors, offering prayers
for the pope, receiving Holy Communion, and making a sacramental
confession within a week could sound like some kind of religious
business deal. However, as usual Pope Francis does not obsess about
the details. Rather, he describes the process as “indulgence on the
part of the Father who, through the Bride of Christ, His Church,
reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him from every residue left by
the consequences of sin, enabling him to act with charity, to grow in
love rather than to fall back into sin” (MV, n. 22).
The specific steps in the process shape our personal response to
the Father’s merciful outreach, which is always “all in” (full, complete,
or “plenary”). If we have lived a life of gluttony, for example, we know
that the Father will forgive us when we repent. But we also know
that our sin has left us physically wounded. We could resolve to start
new eating habits, and yet it would take years of regimented exercise
to return our bodies to a state of full health.
The idea with indulgences is that the Father so longs to restore
our full stature as beloved sons and daughters that He decides to
exercise for us. By embracing the "indulgence on the part of the
Father," we show our willingness to cooperate with the overflowing
gift of grace — not "earning" something because we followed the
rules, but embracing a gift which exceeds all expectations.

2

It’s about mercy being more than mere forgiveness. Merciful love
wants to remove all natural consequences of our brokenness so we
can flourish. For example, if we allow ourselves to live a lifestyle
beyond our means, with month-after-month of deficit spending,
finding ourselves on the verge of financial bankruptcy, we can repent
and resolve to change our ways (remember, this is a hypothetical
example!). We know that the Father of Mercy will certainly forgive
our greed or materialism or whatever form of idolatry compelled us
to live so recklessly, and we could resolve to balance our budgets
moving forward. However, it might take decades — or generations —
of frugal savings to climb out of the pit of debt which we’ve dug.
The idea with indulgences is that the Father wants us to know
both that we are forgiven, and that He is willing to repay the debt
for us. This is merciful love. On our part, we would still need to take
concrete steps to show our commitment to change, reordering our
spending habits. But we know that we could have never earned or
deserved such a fresh start.

Story by
David D. Spesia,
the diocesan
director of the
Newman Institute
and secretary of
Evangelization
and Catechesis

3
It’s about holiness being more than mere niceness. Trying
to be a nice person is better than not trying to do so. But the
cross of Christ reminds us that being nice isn’t good enough.
After all, if it were, then why did the Father have to see the Son
be crucified? Why did Jesus need to endure such a brutal and
humiliating death?
Holiness is our destiny. Sharing in the communion of persons
that is the Blessed Trinity will require that we be perfect, as
our heavenly Father is perfect. We can go to the sacrament of
reconciliation, hear the words of Christ spoken to our hearts
through the priest, and know that we have been returned to a
state of grace. We would be ready to go home to God, even if
we are not yet perfectly holy. Whether it be worldly attachments,
petty vices, deep-rooted pride, don't most of us resist dying to
self and allowing Christ to live in us?
In addition, don’t we all have family member and friends who
weren’t “perfectly holy” when they died? We are rightly filled
with hope that they have been saved, not because of their
worthiness, but because of Christ’s death and resurrection.
Offering indulgences for them helps speed their way to perfect
purity of heart and soul. This is Pope Francis’ vision when he
writes that “to gain an indulgence is to experience the holiness
of the Church, who bestows upon all the fruits of Christ’s
redemption, so that God’s love and forgiveness may extend
everywhere” (MV, n. 22).

4

Ultimately, it's about the Prodigal Son. The Father does
not merely accept the apology of His repentant offspring,
allowing him to live out his years as a servant repaying a debt.
Rather, the merciful Father restores the son's dignity by calling
for the finest robe, a ring for his finger, and new sandals. The
excessive celebration that follows — a feast — seems too much
for the other brother to bear. Such indulgence doesn't fit with
his worldview.
Yet the Father wants us to know this Jubilee Year of Mercy is a
promise of divine solidarity, mediated by Christ's body on earth,
the Church. Deep down, "Pat in the Pew" knows that healing,
health and wholeness will always exceed our grasp. But the Lord
wants us to march forward together through holy doors, praying
for ourselves and all the faithful departed, so that His joy might
be in us, and our joy might be complete.

YOUR STORY
YEAR OF MERCY

Obtaining a Plenary Indulgence
during the Holy Year of Mercy
What is a plenary indulgence?
An indulgence is the remission in the eyes of
God of the temporal punishment due to sins,
the guilt of which has been absolved through
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Christian
faithful who are rightly disposed and observe
the definite, prescribed conditions gain this
remission through the effective assistance
of the Church. A plenary indulgence frees a
person from all of the temporal punishment
due to sins and may be gained only once on
any one day. Indulgences are only applicable
to oneself and to the dead.
How can one obtain a plenary indulgence
during the Holy Year of Mercy?
By having the intention of acquiring the
indulgence, going to confession (before or after
the visit), receiving Holy Communion, making a
profession of faith, praying for the Holy Father
and for the intentions that he bears in his heart
for the good of the Church and of the entire
world while doing any of the following:
•T
 he faithful: by visiting one of the
diocesan pilgrimage churches, which
include the Cathedral of St. Raymond,
Joliet; St. John the Baptist, Winfield;
Immaculate Conception, Elmhurst; Divine
Mercy, Lombard; Ss. Peter and Paul,
Naperville; St. Patrick, Yorkville; St. Mary,
Mokena; St. John the Baptist, Joliet;
St. Patrick, Kankakee; and Immaculate
Conception, Gilman.
• The sick and people who are elderly and
alone: by receiving Holy Communion
or attending Holy Mass and community
prayer (even through the various means
of communication);
• Those who are incarcerated: by visiting
the chapel in the prison;
• The faithful: by personally performing
one or more of the Spiritual and Corporal
Works of Mercy.
• The faithful by remembering the
deceased at Holy Mass and praying that
they be freed from every remnant of
fault and thus be embraced by God in
the blessedness of life eternal.
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YOUR STORY
CCW

Council of Catholic Women Members Love to

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS

Story by
Carlos
Briceño

CATHY SALATA was a young mother when she joined the Joliet Diocese’s Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) in 1996. She wanted to volunteer somewhere, and her husband suggested
she check out the St. Dominic/St. Francis CCW chapter in Bolingbrook. His mom had been a
member there, and he thought it would be a good way for her to get involved at the parish.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
on becoming a
member of CCW,
contact your local
parish office.
Or email Dow at
jdccwpresident@
dioceseofjoliet.org
or call her at
815.221.6249.
Or you can go to the
CCW’s website at
dioceseofjoliet.org/
ccw
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Salata, formerly a St. Dominic’s parishioner who
now attends St. Irene’s in Warrenville, had not
heard of CCW before, nor did she know of anyone
who belonged to it. She called the rectory and
passed on her information, and someone from
CCW called her back. Her husband grew up in the
parish, so some of the women in the group knew
his family.
“That was nice,” she said. “That was like an
icebreaker.”
She was invited to go to a meeting, and there
was a prayer service. She kept going back
because she especially liked the time for prayer.
“I attended regularly,” she said, “because it was
filling a need I had of just some quiet prayer time
away. I had three children under the age of three.
It was a nice time for me. As time went on, I got a
little more involved.”
She’s loved being part of CCW ever since — to
the point that, over the years, she has risen in
leadership with the group. She became a secretary
and then president at her parish, and now she is
the vice president of the diocesan CCW.
But what is also important to her is how she is
able to get to know other women who share her
faith. “My faith has grown a lot,” Salata said. “It’s
matured. I pray a lot more than I used to. There
are a lot of faith-filled women, and it’s contagious.
I enjoy praying with them, and when there are
events, it’s nice to pray together.
But, in the end, belonging to CCW means being a
disciple who is willing to act to spread the Gospel.
According to the national CCW’s website, the
group’s mission statement says: “The National
Council of Catholic Women acts through its
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members to support, empower and educate all
Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and
service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel
values to the needs of the Church and society in
the modern world.”
In the diocese, CCW members participate in
the life of the diocese and at their parishes in the
following ways:

•T
 hey hold an annual” Woman Of the Year” Mass
and reception at the Cathedral of St. Raymond
Nonnatus in Joliet, honoring the women chosen
by their parish councils of Catholic women to be
their “Woman Of the Year.”
•T
 hrough their Bishop Blanchette Scholarship
Fund (BBSF), CCW awards and presents annual
scholarships to students to attend Catholic high
schools in the diocese, and it does year-round
fundraising to support these scholarships.
•B
 iennially, CCW presents a weekend convention of
spirituality, learning and enrichment opportunities
for CCW members in the diocese.
•T
 wice a year, in the spring and fall, the diocesan
CCW hosts a combined board meeting where
members of the JDCCW board and the
members of all the CCW affiliate councils meet,
communicate with one another, exchange ideas
and learn from one another.
•F
 rom time to time, the JDCCW often sponsors
other opportunities for spiritual and/or
educational enrichment, such as mornings (or
evenings ) of reflection, or commission days
devoted to more in-depth study or speakers on
one or more current concerns.

Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic Women members, Cathy
Salata (left) and Joanne Porazinski (right) pose for a photo at
a CCW-sponsored February Frolic event.

“Our mission is firmly rooted in the Good News,” said the Joliet
Diocesan CCW President Diane Dow, a parishioner at the Cathedral
of St. Raymond in Joliet. “We feel this call that all of us have as
Catholics — to go out into the world and proclaim the Gospel and
bring Gospel values to the world — is what CCW is called to do,
mainly through the works of mercy.”
Dow has been a member of CCW since 1995, and she especially
appreciates the good works that CCW members do in their parishes
and communities, which is especially appropriate during this Year
of Mercy, she said. She also appreciates the camaraderie that exists
between the women, which often develops into lasting friendships.
“Every time we get together, we have a time to share,” she said.
“We share with each other what we’re doing in our parishes and
communities. We want to know what’s happening and how we can
take some ideas back and do them in our own parishes. We can
always grow from that and support each other in that.”
She said each parish’s CCW is different because each parish has
different needs. So what is encouraged is that the CCW’s leadership
sit down with their pastor and ask what he thinks some of the needs
of the parish are so that the women can help out, if they can.
CCW’s mentality is not to continue to do what members have
done for a long period of time, but to figure out what needs to be
addressed today, said Dow, a CCW member since 1995.
“It’s not about: we’ve done this for 20 years, and we should

continue doing it,” she said. “If it works, fine. If it’s
not working, then we need to make changes.”
Any woman can be a member by belonging to
a parish or being a Catholic, she said. It doesn’t
matter how old you are.
“It’s for all women,” she said.
Salata, whose children are now young adults,
said that more women are busier these days than
in the past because many have obligations to their
families and work. And so many of these women
might perceive that they don’t have time to help
out and become a CCW member.
Her advice to those who have that mindset is
simple: “Just pick something that might fit into
your schedule,” she said. “There are so many
programs and speakers and prayer services that
are available. People think, ‘I don’t have time to go
to all those meetings.’ You don’t have to. You can
go to any event or any meeting.”
She said that CCW is trying to attract women
in their 20s, 30s and 40s by putting information
on Facebook and sending out emails, texts and
offering occasional phone conference meetings.
The need is out there for women to do what
they can to serve. And CCW members love to help.
For instance, CCW helps raise money for local,
national and international charities. Salata enjoys
participating when two CCW groups from different
parishes combine to hold a children’s clothing
re-sale. “I think that is a great service to the
community,” she said. “We’ve also made rosaries
for the soldiers that are sent to the soldiers.”
Dow, the diocesan CCW president, put it this way
regarding service:
“There’s always a need in the parish, and the
women have always been there,” Dow said. “ The
women were there at the cross [during Jesus’
crucifixion]. The women have always been there
and always willing to work for the Church.”

Cathy Salata and Father Jim Antiporek at a CCW-sponsored
Woman of the Year Celebration in 2001.
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On April 26, at 7 p.m. in the Abbey
Church of St. Procopius Abbey in
Lisle, there will be another talk in
The Documents of Vatican II lecture
series. It is titled, "The Work of Our
Redemption: A Liturgical Theology of
Sacrosanctum Concilium," and will be
by Dr. Timothy O'Malley, the director
of the Notre Dame Center for Liturgy.
Sacrosanctum Concilium is Vatican II's
constitution on the sacred liturgy. The
event is free and open to the public.

Shroud of Turin Exhibit Will Be at St.
Matthew’s Parish from April 27-May 1
The Shroud of Turin exhibit will be
at St. Matthew’s Parish in Glendale
Heights from April 27–May 1. The
schedule for the public is as follows:
APRIL 27: 6:30-8:30 p.m., Public and
faith formation classes
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APRIL 28: 4-7:30 p.m., Public viewing
APRIL 29: 1-6:30 p.m., Public viewing
APRIL 30:

•8
 :30-11 a.m., Public viewing and faith
formation classes
•2
 -6:30 p.m., Public viewing
MAY 5: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Public viewing

Entrance is through the gym door
(between the church and school). St.
Matthew is located at 1555 Glen Ellyn
Rd. in Glendale Heights.

St. Patrick’s Parish Sponsors
Polish Dinner and St. Faustina
Play on May 22
St. Patrick’s Parish in Joliet is
sponsoring a Polish dinner and a
theatrical production on the life of St.
Faustina in their school gym (courtesy
of St. Luke Productions) on May
22. Dinner cost: $15 (beverages not
included). Dinner time: 3–5:30 p.m.
The play will start at 7 p.m., and tickets
will be $10. Cost for both the dinner
and play: $20. For more information,
call the parish office at 815.727.4746.
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LAST WORD
Sister Sophia Mbhihije of the Daughters of Mary,
Tabora, Tanzania; Sister Nancy Schramm, OSF;
Sister Theresia of the Daughters of Mary, Tabora,
Tanzania; Bruce Carlson and Thomas Garlitz from
the diocesan Mission Office pose for a photo at
the Blanchette Catholic Center. The nuns from
Tanzania spoke last summer through the Mission
Cooperative Plan.

Raising Mission Awareness Among Catholics

H

ave you ever had the thrill of one of your longtime
dreams coming true? I am happy to say that I have
been blessed with that special feeling.

Many years ago when I was still working as a
missionary sister in the Amazon area of Brazil,
a dear friend, Maria Fatima and I dreamt about
having a place where children could learn new
skills or have special tutoring since they only
attended school for four hours. The local Rotary
club donated a spacious piece of land, but, still,
we had no money to build a structure to house
our dreams. Then I came home to the United
States for a summer vacation and obtained a few
parishes to give a summer mission appeal, and
before I knew it, wonderful and generous people
heard my plea and collaborated with me and the
Street Kids’ Ministry was built! Today about 250
children use the facility each week.
Our dream was possible because of the
Missionary Cooperative Plan that existed in the
dioceses where I made my appeal. It is a program
under the Pontifical Mission Societies, also
referred to as the Propagation of the Faith Office.
Because of this office, many missionaries from
around the world have a chance to share their
mission dreams and stories with Catholics who
also want to be a part of the mission Church.
It is an easy process to apply. The organizations
write a letter and send it to the Mission Office of
the Diocese of Joliet, which is part of the Office
for Human Dignity. Our guidelines are simple:
the groups have to be Catholic and involved in
the ministry of evangelization. They also have to
have a contact person here in the United States

MISSIONARY
COOPERATIVE
PLAN
STATISTICS IN
THE DIOCESE
OF JOLIET

2015
64 parishes
throughout
the diocese
participated,
while total
giving to
the mission
organizations
equaled

$273,391.73.

2014
40 parishes
throughout
the diocese
participated,
while total
giving to
the mission
organizations
equaled

$89,225.12.

because of the financial procedures to transfer
the donations given.
Almost 200 mission organizations apply to
our diocese each year, which makes the next
step quite difficult: the selection of the groups.
We have certain elements that we look for to
facilitate the selection. Here are some sample
questions we ask ourselves: Does this group have
a special connection to our diocese, especially
to our Partnership in Mission Program? (This
program is well worth you looking into, dear
reader, if you desire to actually go on a mission
trip. Call us at 815.221.6256!) Has this organization
spoken in our diocese before? Do we have a
good variety of foreign dioceses, religious men
and women groups, and lay groups? Are there
any groups who represent special needs that the
Church is concerned with at this moment? But
in the end, many groups are not chosen because
we just don’t have the necessary number of
participating parishes.
I believe it is very important also to realize that
another objective of this plan is to raise mission
awareness among our Catholic people. Many
people still do not know that they are called to be
missioners, too — “missionary disciples,” as Pope
Francis writes. Mission work is done in all places,
at all times, in all situations if we are intentionally
aware of the moment. Hearing the stories of the
missioners is an excellent way for us to be aware
of our role as proclaimers of God’s Kingdom,
too. I feel saddened when occasionally I hear,
“Oh, sister, we can’t have a missionary speaker
because our parish has mostly senior citizens on
a fixed income.” That is understandable, and the
missionary will know that, but allow her/him to
come and encourage our people on this mission
journey. Allow the missionary to renew her/his
enthusiasm by telling the story.
Be part of the missions and inquire as to who
will be your speaker this summer and welcome
them well!
Story by Sister Nancy Schramm, OSF,
the director of Missions Formation for
the diocesan Office for Human Dignity
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