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FROM THE
AUXILIARY
BISHOP

Even in the Best of Families ...
rom the time of Adam and Eve, families have had
to endure struggles and conflicts of one kind or
another. Even the most religious of families
experience their share of domestic problems, whether
children who wander from the faith, make poor choices,
get in trouble with the law or have disagreements that lead
to animosity among family members. It is easy for parents
to become disheartened when faced with these squabbles
and sometimes long-term strains on family relationships.
On Aug. 27, the Church presents us with a saint
who had to deal with many of the same family
struggles that our families do today. St. Monica
was born around the year 331 in North Africa of
Christian parents. She was married to Patricius,
AUXILIARY
a pagan who mocked her Christian faith and was
BISHOP JOSEPH
known to have a wandering eye as well as a violent
M. SIEGEL
temper. To make matters worse, she had to live
with her pagan mother-in-law, who did everything she could to make
life difficult for her. Monica had three children, one of whom was
named Augustine. From the time he left home for school at the age
of 17, Augustine caused her no little pain by his lifestyle (he had a
long-term mistress and a child out of wedlock) and by rejecting her
Christian faith (wandering to Manichaeism and then other pagan
philosophies popular at the time).
Yet through all of this domestic turmoil, Monica persevered in her
2
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faith. Through her patience and prayers, she was
able to win her husband and mother-in-law over
to the Christian faith. After she was widowed,
she turned her attention to Augustine, praying
for his conversion and following him (despite
his attempts to shake her) to Rome and then to
Milan. It wasn’t until Augustine was 32 that she
saw the fruits of her prayer. Though the preaching
of St. Ambrose, bishop of Milan, and no doubt by
the power of Monica’s intercession and example,
Augustine returned to his Christian roots and was
baptized at the Easter Vigil in 387. She died soon
after in Ostia, where the family was awaiting a ship
to take them home to North Africa. Augustine
would go on to be the bishop of Hippo, a prolific
preacher and theological writer, and eventually
would be declared a saint. His feast is on the
day after Monica’s — August 28. Monica is the
patroness of those in difficult marriages, parents
of disappointing children, victims of adultery
or unfaithfulness, victims of (verbal) abuse, and
conversion of relatives.
From St. Monica, we learn the importance
of forming children in the Catholic faith from
the earliest age by attending Mass together on
Sundays and holy days, praying together at home,
being closely involved in children’s religious
formation, whether they attend a Catholic School
or in a religious education program, and, of course,
providing the example of a Christian life fully and
joyfully lived. These are the roots in the faith from
which children can draw spiritual nourishment for
the rest of their lives. Even if they should wander,
the experience of faith they experienced as
children will help them respond to God’s call and
find their way home to the Church.
Monica also teaches us the importance of
patient and persevering prayer. For many years,
she saw no seeming response to her pleas to God
for her husband and then her son, but she never
gave up; she never despaired. She continued to
offer up her intercessions for them.
Along with her prayers, Monica also challenged
Augustine, sometimes with tough love, to look at
his life and the direction it was taking. It can be
hard to know how much to push when children fall
away from the faith in practice and lifestyle, and
we need to ask the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
the advice of others to know when to invite, when
to challenge and when to be silent.
No family is perfect. Even the most faithful
families have their share of struggles and conflicts.
St. Monica provides an example of how Catholic
families can become holy families, even in the
midst of the messiness and conflicts of daily home
life. May St. Monica pray for our families.

ESPAÑOL

D

ESDE LA ÉPOCA DE ADÁN Y EVA, LAS FAMILIAS HAN TENIDO QUE SOPORTAR LAS
LUCHAS Y LOS CONFLICTOS DE UN TIPO U OTRO. INCLUSO HASTA LAS FAMILIAS MÁS
RELIGIOSAS EXPERIMENTAN SU PARTE EN LOS PROBLEMAS DOMÉSTICOS, SEA HIJOS
QUE VAGAN DE LA FE, HACEN MALAS DECISIONES, SE ENCUENTRAN EN PROBLEMAS CON
LA LEY O DESACUERDOS QUE CONDUCEN A LA ANIMOSIDAD ENTRE LOS MIEMBROS DE LA
FAMILIA. ES FÁCIL QUE LOS PADRES SE DESANIMEN CUANDO SE ENFRENTAN CON ESTOS
PLEITOS Y A VECES LAS TENSIONES A LARGO PLAZO EN LAS RELACIONES FAMILIARES.

El 27 de agosto, la Iglesia nos presenta una Santa que tenía que
lidiar con muchas de las luchas que nuestras familias tienen que
enfrentar hoy en día. Santa Mónica nació alrededor del año 331 en
África del Norte, a padres cristianos. Ella se casó con Patricio, un
pagano que se burlaba de su fe cristiana y era conocido por tener
un ojo errante y un temperamento violento. Para empeorar las cosas,
ella tuvo que vivir con su suegra pagana, que hacia todo lo posible
para hacerle la vida difícil. Mónica tuvo tres hijos, uno de ellos fue
nombrado Agustín. Desde el tiempo que salió de casa para ir a la
escuela a la edad de 17 años, Agustín le causó mucho dolor por su
estilo de vida (él tenía una amante a largo plazo y un hijo fuera del
matrimonio) y por rechazar su fe cristiana, (vagando al maniqueísmo
y otras filosofías paganas populares del tiempo).
Sin embargo, a través de todo este caos doméstico, Mónica
perseveró en su fe. A través de su paciencia y oraciones, su esposo
y su suegra se convirtieron a la fe cristiana. Después de que enviudo,
puso su atención a Agustín, orando por su conversión y siguiéndolo
(a pesar de sus intentos a perderla) a Roma y luego a Milán. No fue
hasta que Agustín tenía 32 años que vio los frutos de su oración.
Aunque la predicación de San Ambrosio, obispo de Milán y sin duda
por el poder de la intercesión y ejemplo, de Mónica, Agustín volvió
a sus raíces cristianas y fue bautizado en la vigilia de Pascua en 387.
Ella murió poco después en Ostia, donde la familia estaba esperando
un barco para llevarlos a casa a África del Norte. Agustín se convirtió
en obispo de Hipona, un predicador prolífico y escritor teológico y
eventualmente lo declararon como Santo. Su fiesta es el día después
de Mónica — el 28 de agosto. Mónica es la patrona de los matrimonios
difíciles, los padres de niños decepcionantes, víctimas de adulterio o
infidelidad, víctimas de abusos (verbales) y la conversión de familiares.
De Santa Mónica, aprendemos la importancia de formar a niños en la
fe católica desde la más temprana edad, atendiendo a Misa juntos los
domingos y días santos, orar juntos en casa, participar estrechamente
en la formación religiosa de los niños, si asisten a una escuela católica o
en un programa de educación religiosa y, por supuesto, ser el ejemplo
de una vida cristiana plena y gozosamente vivida. Estas son las raíces
de la fe en que nuestros hijos pueden alimentarse espiritualmente para
el resto de sus vidas. Aunque vaguen de la fe, la experiencia de fe que
experimentaban como niños les ayudará a responder a la llamada de
Dios y encontrar su camino a casa en la iglesia.
Mónica también nos enseña la importancia de la oración
perseverante y paciente. Durante muchos años, no vio aparente
respuesta a sus súplicas a Dios por su marido y luego su hijo, pero
ella nunca se dio por vencida y nunca se desesperó. Ella siguió

ORAR!
POR LAS
FAMILIAS

intercediendo por ellos.
Junto con sus oraciones, Mónica
también desafió a Agustín, a veces
con amor duro, mirando su vida y
el giro que estaba tomando. Puede
ser difícil saber cuánto empujar
cuando los hijos caen de su fe y
estilo de vida, y debemos pedir
la dirección del Espíritu Santo y
los consejos de los demás, saber
cuándo invitar, cuando desafiar y
cuándo callar.
Ninguna familia es perfecta.
Incluso las familias más fieles
tienen sus luchas y conflictos.
Santa Mónica proporciona un
ejemplo de como familias católicas
pueden llegar a ser familias santas,
incluso en medio del desorden y
conflictos de la vida diaria en el
hogar. Santa Mónica ruega por
nuestras familias.

HISTORIA
POR EL
OBISPO
AUXILIAR
JOSÉPH M.
SIEGEL
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YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL NEWS

ST. PETRONILLE STUDENTS PLANT GARDEN TO HELP OTHERS
STORY BY GINNY CALLAGHAN

As the 2015-2016 school year was
coming to a close several months ago,
some of the students at St. Petronille
School in Glen Ellyn had an exciting
project that was just beginning to
unfold. Undertaking a new project at
the close of the academic year is not the
normal course of events in any school
setting. But given the nature of this
particular project, it made every bit of
sense for the 6th graders of this school
go ahead and launch their project.
Under the guidance of their teacher,
Krissy Wind, the students had
brainstormed about a project they could
undertake that would help people of the
local community who are in need. Their
goal was to use “what God has given us
— the earth and plants — to help others.”
They came up with the idea of planting
a garden and sharing the “fruits” of
their labor with the community. And
then their plan went into action. Raising
awareness was the first step. Signs and
posters were seen around campus that
proclaimed: “Coming Soon … the 6th
graders will be planting a garden outside
4

St. Petronille. We will be giving any fresh
fruit and vegetables we grow to a good
cause. There will be more chances for
other grades to help us next year …”
The students went on to plant a large
variety of crops, including cucumbers,
strawberries, and mint. They also
sought to have the garden blessed and
arranged with Father Raj Kocherla, a
gardener himself, to do the blessing. On
the morning of one of the last days of
the school year Father Raj imparted a
special blessing not only on the garden
and the ground on which it was planted,
but on the students themselves, whose
efforts exemplify so well the servantleadership style that is part of student
formation at St. Petronille School.
Just prior to the closing of the doors
for the school year, the sixth-grade
students and their families had signed up
to tend the garden over the summer. Any
food harvested will be donated to local
organizations, with particular attention to
the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry and the local
PADS program, and some community
businesses have even offered their support.
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Another State
Championship Title
for the Providence
Catholic High
School Varsity
Baseball Team
Providence Catholic
High School's varsity
Celtic baseball team
earned their third
consecutive IHSA Class
4A state championship
title on June 11 at Silver
Cross Field in Joliet. The
Celtics rallied past the
Mundelein Mustangs
10-3 in front of a crowd
of nearly 4,000. This is
the first time in Illinois
high school history that a
varsity baseball team has
achieved a three-peat.
The win brought the
high school to 30 state
championship titles —
the most among private
high schools in Illinois.
LOCAL NEWS CONTINUES ON PG. 22
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YOUR LIFE

are we
meant to be

Happy?
CATHOLIC LIFE

When the vocation
director asked me
why I wanted to enter
religious life, I said,
“I don’t think I’d be
happy doing anything
else.” He said, “That’s
the worst reason
you could give.” I
was a bit surprised,
but then I was sure
they would give me
proper reasons in
the seminary. I also
remember thinking
I had better not
mention that the
seminary swimming
pool was one of the
attractions for me.

6

And, yet, the religious I knew seemed
happy. There was certainly much talk
about the cross and suffering but no one
seemed particularly weighed down by
it. On the contrary, in the seminary there
was usually a good deal of laughter in
the halls and on the playing fields.
The portraits of saints on the walls
did seem somewhat lugubrious. And
there was a “holy look” associated with
sanctity. It seemed that a truly holy
person appeared to be suffering from the
weight of something or other. It wasn’t
quite clear what was wrong, but he or
she was bearing it admirably. And it was
assumed the world was better for it.
Now, many years later, it seems it’s ok
to want to be happy. I was pleasantly
surprised at a meeting in Rome when the
newly elected superior announced that
he wanted his community to be happy!
He and others from various countries had
just been elected to form a leadership
team. Their terms were six years, and
they would have to live together in
Rome. The superior could have moaned
about the difficulty of living in an
international community. He could have
said that they wanted to witness to the
world that people of different countries
could live together in peace. Instead, he
said simply, “I want us to be happy.”
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Story by Father John Welch, O.Carm.,
who is on the Board of Members
at Joliet Catholic Academy.
He assists on weekends at Holy
Family Parish in Shorewood.

A Happy Jesus?
Was Jesus happy? I don’t think
the Gospels ever say so. But He was
described as sad at a friend’s death, and
on other occasions He was deeply moved,
and sometimes even angry. We have to
assume Jesus had a normal emotional life
and, along with sadness, also experienced
happiness. It would be hard to account
for the devotion of His followers if He
did not exhibit a range of emotions. His
apostles included men from hardscrabble
occupations, and it is doubtful they would
respond to someone who said, “Follow
me!” and then glumly trudged off.
Jesus said, “I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly”
(John 10:10). I have always found that
statement encouraging. We are called
into the fullness of life. However, that
fullness of life entails carrying the
cross, losing oneself, and taking the last
place. It doesn’t seem to be a recipe for
happiness, and yet Jesus declared the
poor and sorrowing “blessed“ (happy?).
Why are these people “blessed”? Is it
the promise of all wrongs being righted in
heaven, and all sadness abolished? Or is
there a reason now for happiness? Jesus
was saying the Reign of God is here now,
manifest in His presence and action. With
that assurance then, the present situation
may be borne in faith and hope. The
promise of new life may be celebrated,
even now. True happiness is connected
more to faith than to emotion.
If happiness is derived from fulfilling
our wants, it comes and goes. Sustained
happiness often seems to be the result of
serving a transcendent purpose. When
the vocation director asked me why I
wanted to enter religious life, a more
thoughtful response would have been, “I
want to join these men in witnessing to
the Gospel.” I would keep the corollary to
myself, “And I want to be happy!”

Story and
photography by
Maggie Snow

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

Listening to the Homeless
ATHOLIC CHARITIES’ DAYBREAK CENTER is the largest homeless
shelter in Will County. The bustling facility offers a place to stay,
warm meals, and vital supportive services to men, women, and
children who are experiencing homelessness. Although it varies, around 100
individuals stay at Daybreak Center each night. In addition to the staff at
Daybreak, the program also relies heavily on a large team of dedicated
volunteers. One particularly special volunteer is Sister Mary Lou, OSF, a
pastoral counselor at the shelter.

Sister Mary Lou is warm, friendly, and
immediately likeable. After growing up
in Joliet, she spent years serving in a
variety of ministries, including work in
schools, parishes, higher education, and
hospice. In the 1980s, she was stationed
in Chicago and began working with the
homeless. “As a Franciscan,” she says, “I
always wanted to work with the poor.”
During her time in Chicago, she tapped
into one of her great gifts when
she began simply listening
to homeless individuals
tell their stories. “It is
a sacred privilege
to listen to those
who are homeless
and to offer
encouragement and
prayer that bring
them hope and the
assurance that God is
with them,” she says.
When Sister Mary
Lou came back to her
hometown of Joliet, she
began volunteering her time at
Daybreak Center as a pastoral counselor.
For the past decade, she has come to
the shelter twice each week to connect
with the homeless. She walks through
the shelter and introduces herself to
clients, especially those who have just
arrived who she says often need her
the most. Then, she listens as they tell
her about their lives, journey, fears,

and whatever happens to be on their
minds that morning. “I offer my spiritual
support and prayer,” she explains. She
finds that many of the individuals she
meets are frightened, anxious, fearful of
their new environment or frustrated by
their current circumstances.
The clients at Catholic Charities’
Daybreak Center are a diverse group
from many faiths and beliefs. Sister
Mary Lou has a gift for
connecting with everyone.
“I affirm whatever faith
they have,” she says. “I
learn from them. And
we pray.”
Over the 10 years
that Sister Mary Lou
has volunteered at
Daybreak Center,
she has rarely
encountered an
individual who wasn’t
interested in talking.
She has heard countless
stories, which often break
her heart. She carries a book with
her, filled with the names of homeless
individuals for whom she is praying.
“I am truly humbled and inspired by
everyone I meet at the shelter,” she says.
“I am moved by their stories; their faith
and hope; and their belief that God is
with them. One dear man said to me,
‘Jesus had no place to lay his head.’
What more needs to be said?”

ABOUT
Daybreak Center, a
program of Catholic
Charities, Diocese of
Joliet, operates 24-hours
a day, 365 days a year
and provides emergency
housing and supportive
services to individuals and
families who are homeless.
The supportive services
provided from Daybreak
Center include Permanent
Supportive Housing
programs, Shepherd’s
Table soup kitchen,
Emergency Services,
and Supportive Services
for Veteran’s Families.
Daybreak Center is also
a designated warming
and cooling center
open to the community
during extreme weather
conditions.

VOLUNTEER
Daybreak Center
offers many volunteer
opportunities for
individuals or groups who
are willing to dedicate
their time and talents to
this worthy cause. For
volunteer inquiries, please
call 815.774.4663.
Catholic Charities is a
faith-based organization
providing service to
people in need and calling
others of good will to do
the same.
TO LEARN MORE
about programs and
services provided by
Catholic Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
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YOUR FAITH

ASK THE PRIEST

THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY

T

he Assumption of Mary is definitively one of my favorite feasts. Every year on
the vigil of Aug. 15, the Church gathers to pray Evening Prayer, which begins
with the words that explain everything that must be said: “Mary has been

assumed into heaven: the angels rejoice, with praise they bless the Lord!” Mary was
born on earth but now lives in heaven. The angels rejoice, for the new Eve would now
be clothed with the glory of the Father of lights and crowned with the 12 witnesses of
the resurrection. The moon, which symbolizes the ever-changing earthly realities, is
under her feet, for once in heaven there can be no change, no loss, no sin.

Mary’s assumption into heaven is not only a gift from God to her. Rather, it is
also a gift for us, placing before our eyes the fruit of obedience to God. Mary is
clothed with the sun because her heart was pure and her virginity intact. It sounds
almost embarrassing to say because we live in such a corrupt age, but the words
of Solomon hold true, “He who loves purity of heart, and whose speech is gracious,
will have the king as his friend” (Proverbs 22:11). Both the soul and body of Mary,
the Ever-Virgin Immaculate Conception, were untouched and unblemished so that
they may be filled only with grace. God rewards the soul in the proportion that one
hands himself over to Him. Mary held nothing back from God, consecrating herself
totally to Him — body, soul and spirit — and fulfilled the ancient
commandment: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and
“Assumpta est
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
Maria in coelum:
your soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). Because
gaudent angeli,
of her virginity and purity, nothing impeded grace from glorifying
laudantes
His servant. Because her soul did not taste the corruption of sin,
her body was not required to suffer the corruption of the flesh.
benedicunt
Virgin and completely pure, nothing stopped Mary from fulfilling
Dominum!”
the Father’s will. Mary’s words to the angel, “Behold the handmaid
of the Lord, be it done to me according to thy word” (Luke 1:38),
“Mary has been
and to the servants at Cana, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5),
assumed into
reveal one who hears the word of God and does it (cf. Luke 8:21):
heaven: the
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
(Luke 11:28). Because she was the obedient handmaid of the Lord,
angels rejoice,
submitting herself to His Word and acting upon it, Jesus gives to
praising, they
her all that is His. As with the servant with his master’s talents,
bless the Lord!”
because she was perfectly faithful in the small things, she has
entered into her master’s joy (cf. Matthew 25:23).
Mary’s assumption is proof that the Lord’s words are true: “I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Although today’s world views
virginity and obedience as limits on freedom, Mary now lives in the fullest measure
precisely because of those two virtues. Virginity, both of body and soul, means
that the person is totally unattached and free to give himself completely to God.
Obedience allows us to receive from God totally unexpected gifts: “It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
Mary is now in heaven, praying for you amid the glory of the Blessed Trinity and the
choirs of angels. Today, receive her invitation to join her. Recommit yourself to purity
of heart and obedience to God in the small things. Thus, may the Father of lights
glorify you, the Son of God perfect you, and the Spirit of holiness inhabit you.
8
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PRAYER FOR
AUG. 15:
Almighty ever-living
God, who assumed the
Immaculate Virgin
Mary, the Mother of
your Son, body and
soul into heavenly
glory, grant we pray,
that, always attentive
to the things that are
above, we may merit
to be sharers of her
glory. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Story by Father
Michael Pawlowicz,
a parochial vicar at
St. Matthew Parish,
Glendale Heights

SPIRITUAL
DIRECTION

ST UMBLI NG UPON

Moments of Grace
her autobiography, The Story of a Soul, Saint Thérèse of Lisieux uses
a simple story to explain God’s merciful providence in her life. She
begins by setting the scene. A doctor and his son are walking down a
path. Suddenly, the son trips on a stone, falls, and breaks his leg. His
father comes quickly to his aid and so cares for the wound that the boy is
completely healed. Thérèse notes that the son is right to love and show gratitude

ISTOCK©

toward his father. She then tells the same story with a twist.
This time the father and son are
walking, but when no one is looking, the
father removes the stone and so prevents
the fall. The boy might never know what
his father had done. But if he did know,
what would be his reaction? Thérèse
argues that his love and gratitude would
be even greater. She said that she was like
the second son and took great delight
and comfort in knowing she was cared for
by such a merciful and provident Father.
St. Thomas Aquinas, a well-known
theologian whose writings are still used
by theologians today, says that when we
speak of God’s providence for us, we are
referring to the plan He has for each of
us. Ultimately, this plan includes being
happy with Him forever in heaven. Often,
however, as with the sons in Thérèse’s
story, we know that it seems our path to
heaven is strewn with dangerous stones.
They come in all shapes and sizes. Some
cause us to trip, while others cause us to
fall flat on our faces. Perhaps you get a
flat tire. You or a loved one lose a job. You
come down with a sudden illness. You
accidently spill coffee all over yourself.
You are running late and get caught in
traffic. Whether they are large or small,
God can use such aggravations as
opportunities for grace, if we allow Him to
be at work through them.
Just as He often removes stones that
we will never know about, the Lord also
knows about and allows for other stones
to remain on our paths. Does this mean,
then, that the Lord intends for us to fall?

Did He purposely place stumbling blocks
in our path just so He could sit back and
be entertained as we stumble and trip?
Of course not! The Lord is our loving
Father, and He knows what each of us
needs in order to be happy. We can easily
get caught up and busy doing something
so that we forget who we are and where
we are headed. These stumbling stones
present us with the opportunity to either
acknowledge something or ignore it. We
can either acknowledge the Lord’s gentle
presence in our lives and the many ways
He manifests Himself to us or ignore Him
and anything that is meant to bring us
closer to Him.
The next time we find ourselves
stumbling over an inconvenience
or falling into what appears to be a
complete disaster, let us use it as an
opportunity to remember that we have a
loving Father who is there ready to catch
us and bring us closer to Himself. He is
ready to remind us that we are loved,
even when we fall. These moments of
falling are opportunities for conversion,
so that what once seemed to be a
stumbling stone was really a gift of grace
all along. As Pope Francis said in one of
his morning homilies a few months ago,
“Do I have the memory of the wonders
that the Lord has wrought in my life? Can
I remember the gifts of the Lord? Am I
able to open my heart to Him, who says
to me, ‘This isn’t working, you have to go
beyond: go ahead, take a risk’? […] Am I
open to that, or am I afraid?”

Story by
Sister Emma, OP,
a member of
the Dominican
Sisters of St.
Cecilia and a
second-grade
teacher at St.
Jude Catholic
School in Joliet
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YOUR FAITH
PARISH
ANNIVERSARY

St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish Celebrates

125 Years
of Welcoming and
Evangelizing Others
STORY BY CARLOS BRICEÑO

Barb and Jim were welcomed home
to St. Mary Parish
Barb Holmes and her husband, Jim, found out
first-hand what their parish was like after Barb’s
mom and Jim’s parents died.
“We were surrounded by love,” she says.
“These people [other parishioners] were here to
help us. They cared about us. That sums it up.
They care about us, and we care about them.”
She and her husband joined the church in 1970.
“We had a young family, and it was very
welcoming then, and it still is,” she says. “Those
qualities of the parish haven’t changed. It's still
very welcoming. It's very much a family. You
go to church on Sunday, and we can name
80 percent of the people in the pews. I don't
think the real feel of the parish has changed
that much. Now we have technology, and now
we can go to the web site to read the bulletin,
instead of reading the paper (version). That’s all
peripheral. The heart is still the same.”
Barb, who was an assistant principal and
teacher at St. Mary of Gostyn’s school, views the
parish as her “spiritual home — where I come
when I’m troubled and when I’m happy and
where I have people to share those things with.”
10
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St. Mary parishioners helped Carmela
recover from a serious car accident
In 2014, Carmela Martini, a parishioner since 2008, was
in a car accident. At that point, she hadn’t been involved
too much at the parish, but that didn’t stop the parish
from reaching out and helping her.
“I remember waking after surgery and Father Bill
(Cullen), who is now retired, was at the foot of my
bed, talking to my sister,” Martini says. “The next time
I remember opening my eyes, I saw other parishioners
sitting on my left and on my right. When the time came
for me to go home — I had a compound fracture of my
ankle — I couldn't return home because I had stairs in
my house, and my sister had stairs, too, and it was a
parishioner who said, ‘You're coming to our house. We
won't take no for an answer.’ They took me in for a month.”
After that, the parish became an integral part of her life.

St. Mary — a parish where people
jump in to action
Parishioners have been jumping into action at St.
Mary Parish for a long time now — 125 years to be exact,
leading the parish to embark on a year-long celebration
of its 125th anniversary.
Father James Schwab, pastor, is happy the parish has
an opportunity to rejuvenate the community during its
anniversary celebration.
“I’ve been thrilled to see the way our parishioners have
worked together to make this a memorable year not only
for the parish, but for the surrounding community,” he
said. “Many parishioners are contributing their time and
talent to the various events planned for the upcoming
year-long anniversary celebration.”
He explains, “Some shared their musical talent during
our opening Mass on June 12; others organized and
manned a booth for our parish at a local festival called
RotaryFest. Some are working on a new adoration
garden dedicated to Mary, which will be unveiled at
our closing celebration in spring 2017. Still others are
organizing a parish-wide service day in October, while
another group works on a reunion for the alumni of our
parish school.”
Father Jim summarizes: “It is so energizing to see
all age groups proudly talking about their parish and
what it means to them to be part of the St. Mary of
Gostyn community. We are blessed to celebrate this
quasquicentennial with the Downers Grove community.”

From Poland to Joliet —
A history of St. Mary of Gostyn Parish
The parish was founded by poor immigrants who
came from Gostyn, Poland, shortly after the American
Civil War. By the 1880s, Polish-speaking priests from
Chicago were enlisted to serve Masses in homes or
tents because there was no church building to go to
in the rural settlement of Downers Grove. But these
immigrants wanted to celebrate Mass at their own
church, so, in 1891, they petitioned the archbishop of
Chicago for a Polish National Church, a request that
was denied because the number of Polish families was
deemed too small to build and support a parish — even
though there were no Catholic churches between
LaGrange and Naperville at the time.
But, once land for a church, rectory and convent were
donated by a parishioner, the Chicago Archdiocese in
1891 approved a new parish that would include nonpolish Catholics from the Downers Grove area. The
original church was wooden and tarpaper-covered with
13 pews that could seat 25 families.
The school was built next and opened in 1897. It
was staffed by two Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in 1916, and Felician Sisters came to the
school in 1918. In 1920, a combination school
and convent was built on the southeast
corner of Douglas and Prairie. After World
War II, a brick church, seating 220 people,
was built on the northeast corner of Douglas
and Wilson Streets and dedicated in 1948. In
1949, St. Mary of Gostyn became part of the
Joliet Diocese and the congregation totaled
400 parishioners for a total of 130 families.
The next decade saw rapid growth in the
area and at the parish. In 1954, a three-story
structure was built on the northeast corner of
Prairie and Douglas to serve the school. Then, in 1957, a
new convent (now the Parish Center) was built across
the street to house the nuns who taught at the school.
A convent and the current rectory were built in 1954
and 1957, respectively.
In 1962, the church was moved from Wilson and
Douglas to the southeast corner of Prairie and Douglas,
which is the present-day location of the church. In 2002,
the church underwent a significant renovation. Meanwhile,
the school added classrooms and a gymnasium in 1978.
More than 400 students attend the school now, while the
parish serves more than 2,800 families.

Part of its mission
statement reads: “St.
Mary of Gostyn Parish
is a welcoming, faithsharing Christian
community rooted in Scripture and Catholic tradition.”
The welcoming aspect of that mission was on
display recently, as part of the parish’s anniversary
celebrations. The parish’s Evangelization Commission
conceived an idea involving a cardboard cut-out of
Pope Francis, which could be carried and displayed in
the streets of Downers Grove during a recent Rotarysponsored GroveFest celebration. People could then
take photos of themselves with the pope.
“From an evangelization standpoint, I feel that St.
Mary's is doing a great job evolving with the
times,” said Peggy O’Flaherty, a parishioner.
“And so our whole theme was getting our
youth ministry group to take this cardboard
image of the pope and walk around the
streets of Downers Grove and showcase
for people who we are, who he is, what the
church is about, that he is in the streets.
Taking it a step further, we developed a
hashtag — #SMG125 — to create a viral
message that could be used across social
media. We asked our teen ministry group to
share these photos of themselves around town with the
pope on Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter.
We had an amazing response.”
Carmela Martini, who is also on the parish’s
Evangelization Commission, said the traffic, or reach,
on the parish’s Facebook account increased by
486 percent because of interest generated by the
opportunity for people to have their photos taken with
the cardboard version of Pope Francis.
“I think St. Mary of Gostyn does a really good job of
being vibrant and relevant of taking our faith out into
the streets,” O’Flaherty said.
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NO MORE TOMORROWS

PHOTO BY TIFFANY PYLE

How Suffering Helped
My Husband Find Faith

T

he story of my husband and me begins in the
mid-1980s. Arnie and I were a normal couple who
dated and fell in love. I was a practicing Catholic,
and he was searching. His curiosity led to the RCIA [the
Rite of Christian Initiation, which is a process for those
who are adults to convert to the Catholic faith] program
as he was baptized, received first communion and was
confirmed into the Church shortly before we married.
Story by
Peggy Pyle,
a parishioner at
St. James the
Apostle in
Glen Ellyn

12

In the beginning, we attended weekly Mass
together. Somewhere within our busy lives of
raising seven children and work demands, Arnie
stopped going and only attended for the kids’
sacramental liturgies, Christmas and Easter.
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I don't know why he stopped. I really don't. I never
pressed the issue and decided to pray instead,
knowing that one purpose of marriage is to get
your spouse to heaven. As Catholic as that sounds,
I didn't live up to my intentions very well. I quickly
became busy and forgetful in praying specifically
for him. We often spoke about how blessed we
were and that God was indeed good. Arnie would
say that he would attend weekday Masses, "like
your folks," once he retired.
You see, faith was talked about, but putting
that faith in action was postponed until tomorrow.
He knew the importance of religion and used
teachable moments with the kids, but it soon
turned into a "do-as-I-say, not-as-I-do" type. Yes,
Arnie expressed his beliefs around the house, but
then he missed the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and
its infinite value. Maybe he didn't feel connected to
the people or the Church; again I don't know.
He lost sight of the bigger picture by allowing
distractions to keep him away from the Holy Mass.
He loved his family wholeheartedly, but missed the
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message of how much more our Father in heaven
loved him. He would make excuses, such as saying
that the church was too warm, or he was tired.
Deep down I think he felt unworthy, and by staying
away he didn't have to think about it. Of course,
nothing was further than the truth. Arnie's faith
was never fed and nourished, so he never grew,
spiritually. He always had the notion that someday
he'd be a fully practicing Catholic — maybe
tomorrow.
Life was great. We were living the dream — until
last summer. On Aug. 1, 2015, he experienced pain
in his back. Five days later, there were four more
painful areas. By Aug. 15, he was hospitalized after
his legs collapsed from under him. My husband was
57 years old.
Three days later, while he was in the hospital, his
aggressive Large B Cell Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma
Cancer fractured his T4-T6 vertebrae and paralyzed
him from the chest down. His faith was being
tested. His focus, and goal, was to get stronger and
work from home. While being confined to a bed
for four-and-a-half months, God's divine purpose
erupted, and his sickness transformed him. Both his
body and soul were changed.
Arnie drew closer to our Lord as he asked to
receive communion and go to confession often. He
was being fed and received healing. He became
dependent on God, and this dependency became
infused to His will. He gave himself totally to our
Lord, accepted His cross and carried it well, while
never once complaining or asking, “Why me?”
Arnie was always someone who made the best
of any situation, and that was the case this time, as
well. He always answered "good, great or perfect"
when asked how he was feeling. He was totally
at peace and was accompanied by a new interior
freedom. Throughout Arnie's suffering, he loved
the phrase, "God is good ... all the time" from the
movie, “God’s Not Dead.”
That phrase became his center, and all other
distractions were meaningless. Life was suddenly
filled with many graces of a different and
unforeseen kind — the gift of time and the many
prayers and sacrifices and meals from family,
friends, co-workers, and religious. I don't know how,
but Arnie joyfully united his sufferings to Christ
and in the process became a faithful example and
witness. I'd like to think he suffered so happily for
myself, the kids, the Church, the conversions of
sinners or any number of reasons. I truly believe

Life was
suddenly
filled with
many
graces of
a different
and
unforeseen
kind —
the gift of
time and
the many
prayers
and
sacrifices
and meals
from
family,
friends,
coworkers,
and
religious.
I don't
know how,
but Arnie
joyfully
united his
sufferings
to Christ
and in the
process
became a
faithful
example
and
witness.

one could only joyfully accept a condition like this
by God's bountiful graces. His tomorrow, in the
sense he thought, never arrived — it was upon him.
Up to the very end, I truly believed God would
work a miracle and heal Arnie if that was His will.
The day my beloved husband was called home to
eternal life produced another beautiful gift. We
gathered as a family around his bedside to pray
the Divine Mercy Chaplet one last time. Arnie,
even so close to death and having no energy to
speak at all, muffled his words to make it through
half of the “Our Father” prayer with us before he
was exhausted and could speak no more. We all
finished the prayer and decided to say goodbye
again to him, one-by-one. We would leave no
regrets. The oldest daughter went first. Then the
next oldest, on down to the youngest son. This
took more than two-and-a-half hours. Then it was
my turn. I figured I didn't have much to say, but the
Holy Spirit guided me.
I laughed with Arnie, I cried, and I joked with
him. I stroked his head as we gazed into each
other's eyes and my very last words to him before
he breathed his last were, "You know I love you,
honey." Arnie was so blessed that God allowed him
this time to convert and repent. How beautiful and
peaceful — and His mercy so massive! God is good.
As for me, I thank our Lord and Savior for the gift
of faith, because without it I wouldn't have coped
very well. I took comfort in a number of things. St.
Padre Pio's words of "Pray, Hope and Don't Worry"
placed Arnie in God's hands, not mine. The book,
Searching for and Maintaining Peace, by Father
Jacques Philippe was a magnificent gift I cherish
and try to live by, along with my devotion to Mary
and uniting my sorrows to hers. And, lastly, the love,
prayers and Masses offered that were showered
upon us by friends, family and clergy during this
difficult time proved so unexpected and massive!
This includes the generous monetary gifts from
the website: www.arniesbattle.mydagsite.com and
a school fundraiser. I pray only abundant blessings
upon all of you.
Looking back, there is no denying that our
Blessed Virgin Mary was taking care of Arnie the
whole time. He was admitted into the hospital
on the Feast of Her Assumption (Aug. 15), came
home on the Feast of the Rosary (Oct. 7) and
passed from this life into the next on the eve of Her
Solemnity (Jan. 1).
God is good.
13

MARY MICHALSKI

BIBLICAL INSTITUTE
Tom Quinlan’s article “Sharing God’s Word through

IN

Scripture Study” in the September 2015 issue of
Christ is our Hope, he said, “We were hoping the
[Biblical Institute participants] would also become

evangelizers of the Good News of Jesus Christ.” It is happening!
The vision of Tom Quinlan, Carol Kloss, and Dr. Joan Gorski is
taking shape in the efforts of the first graduates of the Biblical
Institute of the Diocese of Joliet (BIDJ).
In 2013, 15 people became the first graduating class of the
Biblical institute. But they were not “done” in any sense of the
word. Carol Kloss, the original instructor, told them to pass on
what they had learned. “You are now Scripture teachers.”
Within a few weeks, withdrawal pains from not meeting
each Saturday had set in. Three friends at a breakfast
meeting formed the idea of a Biblical scholars group. The
other graduates were excited at the prospect of not only
continuing Scripture study together but also in continuing
their friendship. Twelve graduates have met twice a month
at St. Mary Immaculate in Plainfield — the original BIDJ site
since September 2013. They continue their studies of Sacred
Scripture in “year seven” bound by the friendships forged
during the Biblical Institute program. One fruit of the BIDJ
experience is deep abiding friendships.
In 2016, some graduates lead Scripture studies in parishes as
they had in the past. Others are having their first ventures into
the area of teaching others about Sacred Scripture. A few have
gone into digital teaching via the Internet and blogging. Here
is a representative sampling of the BIDJ’s evangelical outreach
to fellow Catholics and other Christians. Yes, some of our
separated brothers and sisters do attend Catholic Bible studies.
By the way, they do love it!
14
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Story by
David Fiday
and fellow
graduates of
the Biblical
Institute of
the Diocese
of Joliet

PHOTO BY JOYCE DONAHUE

BEYOND THE

My faith has
been my
greatest gift all my life,
but I had no idea how enriched it
would become through the BIDJ
program. I had studied Scripture in
college and taught religious education
for some 30-plus years, but only
recently teach Scripture, enlivened by
the knowledge and passion gleaned
from my studies in this wonderful
program. The Scriptures are a living
document for me, and I now enjoy a
much deeper understanding and
appreciation for the development and
progress of our Catholic faith. Through
my studies I developed a better
understanding of our Jewish brothers
and sisters, their beginnings and
current traditions.
Our Catholic heritage is rich and
beautiful, a constant stream of
beginnings and renewals. I value this
heritage, a true gift of our ancestors in
faith. I continue learning and teaching
Scripture at my parish and some small
groups. We share our faith insights
and grow together in our love of God,
His Church, and the ability and ways to
serve others in His name. The Gospels
provide hope, and this is our constant
goal: to give hope, light, and love
through our lives and our teaching and
sharing of Scripture.
Michalski is a parishioner at St. Mary Immaculate
Parish, Plainfield

RENETTA LAND
Bible study is
the gift that
keeps on giving. The
BIDJ program has provided a sound
Biblical foundation, a springboard for
diving deep into Scripture. The Holy
Spirit is the power, the wind beneath
my quest for more, more, more
understanding of the Bible. While the
Bible is the living word, it is also a
living library. The BIDJ instructors
taught that it is available in a plethora
of English translations. It is the Holy
Spirit that guides me, or rather,
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catapults me in the right direction
when preparing lessons, answering
questions my students might have,
and silences my tongue when more
research is needed. It is the Holy
Spirit that guides my delivery and
reminds me that all are welcome to
come and feed their souls. We all
come just as we are.
Matthew 18:20 states, “For where
two or three have gathered together
in my name, I am there in their midst.”
Jesus is with us as we explore our
salvation history. When teaching, I
always remember that, while mine
is the voice heard, it is Jesus’ lesson
plan that I am following. I always ask
the Holy Spirit to put words in my
mouth as I teach this most holy word.
Land is a parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi,
Bolingbrook

CAROL OLMSTEAD
Since
graduating from
the Biblical Institute in
2013, I have looked for opportunities
to use my learning and love of
Scripture in my parish. For our parish
RCIA, I prepared a one-session
"Introduction to the Bible: Bible Basics
101" that I have presented for two
years. This past year, I was a
participant in the Biblical Institute
year-five program, designed to help
us become certified teachers of the
Bible for the Diocese. Recently, I
developed and led a two-session "The
Bible and the Mass: Bible Basics 102,"
my year-five project. The Biblical
Institute program has changed my life.
I was looking for a program that
would teach me how to read Scripture
as a Catholic and be faithful to the
teachings of the Church. Now I read
Scripture and pray differently than I
did before; there is so much more to
learn, and ponder. God has blessed
me in so many ways through the
study of His word and given me the
gift of deep friendships with other
people in my class.
Olmstead is a parishioner at St. Petronille,
Glen Ellyn

DAVID FIDAY
To say the
Biblical Institute
changed my life would
be an understatement. The gift of
“meeting our God in the text” has
changed me to the core. Some people
attend Mass daily. Others focus on
Eucharistic Adoration, or the rosary,
or any number of worthy activities.
For me, it is now and always will be
Scripture. My teachers, Carol Kloss
and Dr. Joan Gorski, guided by the
Holy Spirit, have opened the
Scriptures to me in innumerable ways.
The only way to repay them and the
Lord is to “pay it forward.” I desire
always to give freely what I freely
received from the love of the Lord in
His Word.
Since December of 2014, I
have written a weekly reflection
based on the relationship of the
Sunday readings entitled “Gospel
Connections.” It is a digital outreach
sent via email to nearly 100 people.
The aim of each reflection is to
build background for understanding
how the first reading and the Psalm
are connected to the theme of the
Gospel. These reflections are minilessons on the Old Testament based
on a time-tested premise: the better
we understand the Old Testament,
the better we understand the New
Testament. The “Gospel Connections”
reflections are sent in text and audio
forms. I can be reached at djfiday@
comcast.net if you are interested in
receiving these weekly reflections.
Fiday is a parishioner at Holy Family, Shorewood

ANITA BESCH
I initially
became
interested in teaching
Bible study because most of my
Catholics friends feared talking about
or reading their Bibles. Although
Scripture is an important part of our
daily Mass, many feel they don't know
the Bible because they can't quote

chapter and verse like other Christian
denominations. The ability to quote
chapter and verse and understanding
it can be different. We are living in an
exciting time as Catholics as the Holy
Spirit is working through many to
create materials to provide
understanding of the living word that
is deep and truly relevant for us
today. Leading Bible studies has been
very rewarding for me at St. Mary
Immaculate; the stimulating
conversations, questions and sharing
are invaluable for growing in faith. If
you are already attending Bible
studies at your parish, that’s
wonderful, but I encourage you to
discern taking the next step in
growing your knowledge and selfconfidence regarding Sacred
Scripture by attending the four-year
program offered by the Biblical
Institute. It’s a blessing and a gift we
have available to us here.
Besch is a parishioner at St. Mary Immaculate
Parish, Plainfield

The Biblical Institute of the Diocese
of Joliet continues to move people
from Bible lovers to Scripture
teachers. In 2014, 30 men and women
graduated from the St. Petronille
Parish site. In June 2016, the institute
graduated participants from the
Notre Dame Parish site in Clarendon
Hills, as well as from the St. Anthony
of Padua Parish site in Frankfort. Both
sites had approximately 30 students.
Sixty people will be moving into the
ranks of Scripture teachers. The next
graduating class will be from the Ss.
Peter and Paul site, in Naperville,
during the summer of 2017.
Enrollments continue to expand
each year. St. Matthew’s Parish in
Glendale Heights and Assumption
Parish in Coal City's groups are in
year two of the program. The Holy
Spirit is alive and well, calling people
to study the Word He inspired.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

please visit dioceseofjoliet.org/reo/
and click on the Biblical Institute banner.
SEE AD ON PG. 22
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Dallas police
sergeant Paul
Hinton (C) takes
part in a prayer
circle after a
Black Lives
Matter protest
following the
multiple police
shootings in
Dallas, Texas.

ONLY LOVE CAN BREAK THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE
Bishops respond to violence in the U.S.

Racial tension has escalated, and protesters
have taken to the streets with the Black Lives
Matter movement.
In response, Catholic bishops throughout the
country have issued statements condemning the
latest gun violence plaguing our nation and calling
for its end, as well as the elimination of racial
intolerance and bigotry, while expressing gratitude
for the bravery and support of law enforcement.
16

“Only love can break the cycle of violence,”
Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso said, and Bishop
John E. Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, prayed,
“May God grant us true peace rooted in justice.”
The bishops have consistently decried division
among racial and cultural groups. Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB), delivered a statement on race relations
in St. Louis on June 10, 2015, less than a year after
the unrest in Ferguson, Missouri. At that time,
Archbishop Kurtz said, in part:
“In every instance, our prayer for every
community is that of our Lord in Saint John’s
Gospel, ‘that they all may be one.’ … Here we
are in St. Louis where, in 1947, Cardinal Joseph
Ritter, who died 48 years ago today, integrated
Catholic schools well before the 1954 Supreme
Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education. It
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O

ver the course of the past few months,
the news has been filled with stories
about violence — from the mass
shooting at an Orlando nightclub, to the
killing of two men by police in Louisiana
and Minnesota, and the subsequent
murder of five police officers in the line
of duty in Dallas.

" ... The Catholic
Church can be
at the forefront
of promoting
justice in racial
tensions."
- ARCHBISHOP
KURTZ

FROM THE BISHOPS:
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon,
Diocese of Joliet:

“Today, the victims, loved ones and
survivors of the tragic assassinations
that took place in Dallas, Texas, are in my
prayers. This follows the grievous deaths
of Philando Castile in Minnesota and
Alton Sterling in Louisiana. My heart goes
out in prayer for the deceased and their
loved ones. Truly, all these events reveal
that our nation is in need of healing and
justice. We must proclaim here and now
that violence is not the answer.”
Bishop Conlon went on to ask that all
the Diocese of Joliet’s faithful join him in
keeping all of the victims, their loved ones
and their families in our prayers.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap., of Philadelphia:

“The death of two black men at the
hands of police in Baton Rouge and
Minnesota this week is a grave source of
concern and a tragedy compounding a
long and bitter pattern of similar raciallyrelated tragedies. These incomprehensible
incidents aggravate racial resentments
and make a tense national situation
worse. To the credit of the Philadelphia
community, protests here have been
peaceful and marked by cooperation
between police and crowds expressing
their frustration. We should all pray
that this kind of mature common sense
continues. At the same time, attacks on
police under any circumstances are an
outrage and an act of violence against the
entire multiracial community. The police
officers killed in Dallas had no connection
to the situations in Baton Rouge and
Minnesota. They were on duty to secure
the safety of the innocent public – the
whole public – and their murders can
only discredit the legitimate anger of
many of the protesters. Violence is not an
answer, and the killings in Baton Rouge,

Minnesota and Dallas have proven that
by deepening the divides in our national
life. Black lives matter because all lives
matter – beginning with the poor and
marginalized, but including the men and
women of all races who put their lives on
the line to protect the whole community.”

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell of Dallas:

“We have been swept up in the
escalating cycle of violence that has now
touched us intimately as it has others
throughout our country and the world.
All lives matter: black, white, Muslim,
Christian, Hindu. We are all children of
God, and all human life is precious. We
cannot lose respect for each other, and
we call upon all of our civic leaders to
speak to one another and work together
to come to a sensible resolution to this
escalating violence. Let us implore God,
our heavenly Father, to touch the minds
and hearts of all people to work together
for peace and understanding. We pray
for consolation and healing for both the
families and those killed and wounded.
We are reminded of the ever-present
danger to those who are dedicated to
protecting us.”

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, president, USCCB:

“The assassination of Dallas police
officers last night was an act of
unjustifiable evil. To all people of good
will, let us beg for the strength to resist
the hatred that blinds us to our common
humanity. To my brothers and sisters
in Christ, let us gather at the cross of
Jesus. Our Savior suffered at the hands of
humanity’s worst impulses, but He did not
lose hope in us or in His heavenly father.
Love overcomes evil. The police are not
a faceless enemy. They are sons and
daughters offering their lives to protect
their brothers and sisters. Jesus reminds
us, ‘No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends’ (John
15:13). So, too, the suspects in crimes or
routine traffic stops are not just a faceless

shows that the Catholic Church can be at the
forefront of promoting justice in racial tensions.
It is time for us to do it again.
I suggest five concrete ways in which the
Catholic community can commit to ending
racism and promoting peace, justice and
respect for all persons:
1. Pray for peace and healing among all people.
2. Study the Word of God and the social teaching
of the Church in order to gain a deeper
appreciation of the dignity of all persons.

threat. They are members of our family
in need of assistance, protection and
fairness. When compassion does not drive
our response to the suffering of either, we
have failed one another. The need to place
ever greater value on the life and dignity
of all persons, regardless of their station
in life, calls us to a moment of national
reflection. In the days ahead, we will look
toward additional ways of nurturing an
open, honest and civil dialogue on issues
of race relations, restorative justice,
mental health, economic opportunity, and
addressing the question of pervasive gun
violence. Let us pray for the comfort of
everyone affected and that our national
conversation will bear the good fruit of
healing and peace.”

Bishop Robert Muench of
Baton Rouge:

“This week in our community, as in
our nation, and as in our world, we find
ourselves facing the many emotions
that accompany acts of violence. We
experience sadness, anger, frustration,
and fear. To all these, our Lord invites
us to renew our trust in His promise of
fidelity, to increase our prayer, and to
renew our commitment to peace and
mercy toward one another. Truly, we are
all called to be ministers of healing to a
hurting world. May fear not lead us into
despair. May anger not move us to inflict
pain upon others. Rather, moved by the
grace of Christ’s suffering for us, may we
in turn impart that grace to one another.”

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of
St. Paul-Minneapolis:

“As people of faith, we turn to the Lord
in challenging times, seeking not only
His consolation and healing, but also His
wisdom and guidance. In the midst of
anger, fear and frustration, we need to
come together as God’s family to pray
that God’s grace might unite all people
of good will and bring light into the
darkness of this difficult time.”

3. M
 ake a sincere effort to encounter 		
more fully people of different racial
backgrounds with whom we live, 		
work and minister.
4. P
 ursue ways in which Catholic parishes
and neighborhoods can be truly
welcoming of families of different racial
and religious backgrounds.
5. G
 et to know our local law enforcement
officers. Let them know of our support
and gratitude. And encourage young 		
people to respect all legitimate authority.”

PRAY
for the elimination
of racial intolerance
and bigotry in our
society, and an increase
in gratitude for law
enforcement who
put their lives on the
line. May those who
have been touched by
violence in their lives
feel the healing touch of
Jesus and find solace and
healing through prayer.
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BRUISED,
YET RESURRECTED
he night I first saw the film Full of Grace is one I won't soon
forget. It was during the spring, a night of extreme
paradox. We were invited to the premiere by my parents,
who had purchased tickets for me and my 14-year-old daughter. It
being a school night, I wrestled with the decision to bring her, but
the promise of good media about the faith outweighed the practical
concern of homework completion. She seemed elated that I was
allowing her a night off. As we left the house to meet my mom and
dad, a spirit of joy and anticipation filled the space between us.

Story by
Lisa Gilligan,
who grew up
at St. Mark’s
Parish in
Wheaton
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Within minutes of arriving,
that joyful spirit had all but
disintegrated. Unexpected
circumstances sent my
daughter descending into
a spiral of teenage angst,
complete with yelling.
Surrounding us were people
I knew from church. I felt
sure they were watching our
exchange and my inability to

control the situation. I felt sure
they thought I had no place at
a film about the Mother of God
when, at present, I was actively
earning my title as "Worst
Mother Ever." As the film was
about to begin, she took off
to find a seat far away from
me. I wanted to leave. While
stewing in this emotional soup
of anxiety, embarrassment and
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self-doubt, I heard a still, small
voice within that told me to stay
put. Due to plain exhaustion, my
usually stubborn self listened,
and I stayed. It didn't take long
to figure out why I was meant
to be there.
The film portrayed the
Church, 10 years after the
Resurrection of Christ, standing
at a crossroad. The disciples
were faced with new challenges
and confounding arguments.
All looked to Peter for answers,
for leadership, and yet he felt
he had none to give. With the
advent of adolescence in my
home, I also felt myself to be at
a crossroad. Daily, I faced new
challenges and confounding
arguments. I was supposed to
be the mom with the answers,
but I felt as if I had none and
was entirely convinced God
had chosen the wrong person

YOUR STORY
REFLECTION

for the job. When Mary enters
the story, she is portrayed as an
anchor of support, compassion
and wisdom for Peter at this
juncture. She assures him of her
belief in him and her confidence
in God who chose Peter to be
the rock upon whom He would
build the Church.
"You doubt yourself ... you
ask yourself if you have what
it takes to lead the way. The
answer is no, you do not, but
you aren't leading, are you? You
are following. He has already
gone before you. The path has
already been set. Follow it. Seek
Him in all things and failure will
be impossible.”
These words Mary speaks
to Peter are a catalyst for a
significant shift in his focus. No
longer is the burden to lead
the Church his. He must only
follow the Way. Mary's words
prompted a realization that
I, too, need to shift my gaze
to the One who chose me
for motherhood, rather than
focusing on my inadequacies
for the job. Seek Him in all
things and failure will be
impossible. By this point,
God certainly had my
undivided attention.
As she nears the end of
her earthly life, Mary gathers
all of the wearied disciples
around her. “Do you think your
doubts and fears are unique to
you today? They are not. The
question is not whether will
we struggle. We will struggle
greatly. The question is to
whom do we look to in the
struggle?” She describes the
moment Jesus was born, when
He first looked upon her. With
the reckless love of a mother's
heart, she proclaims how her
soul rejoiced at His birth, for
salvation was upon her. She felt

more alive than ever, as if every
day before that day she had
been living in a sort of half-life.
Everything about her world
changed on that day. Mary
then asks of them, "Have you
forgotten the first time you felt
His gaze? Do you not keep that
moment in your heart? Do you
not treasure it every day? You
cannot let the weight of this
world outshine the light that
you carry within.”
Recently, after a particularly
difficult series of days with
my daughter, I evoked these
powerful words from Full of
Grace. They inspired me to
search for a photo of a younger
version of my girl. I needed a
reminder of the cherubic baby
with whom I instantly fell in
love. I longed to see the sweet,
creative, outgoing girl whose
sparkly, big blue eyes spoke of
joy and a zest for life. I yearned
to glimpse again her heart
overflowing with love for her
mom. Nowadays, it is hard to
find this girl. She is shrouded by
the adversity and tribulations
of adolescence. Her sweetness
and free spirit are weighed
down with the realities of trying
to do this life with a diagnosis
of both ADHD and anxiety.
Her heart now cries out to be
loved unconditionally, even as
she directs her pain at me and
rejects my attempts to show
love. Watching her suffer, yet
not being able to comfort her
in the ways she once allowed;
these have been the biggest
crosses to bear as her mother.
Mary's last words were the
ones I most needed to hear
standing at the crossroad where
I found myself. She said of her
Son, “You were formed in me ...
our hearts beat as one together,
never separated ... my own soul

has rejoiced, has been saddened
and crushed, bruised, bloodied,
killed and resurrected.” If Mary
suffered so greatly because of
her love for Jesus, why should
I expect motherhood to be any
different for me? Full of Grace
served to point the Way to the
path that has already been set
for me. Will my soul be bruised
on this journey of motherhood?
Definitely. Yet the promise of
resurrection is mine. May it be
done to me, according to
Your word.
(This article is being reprinted
with the permission of Catholic
World Report, an online news
magazine.)

... You aren't leading,
are you? You are following.
He has already gone before you.
The path has already been set.
Follow it. SEEK HIM IN ALL
THINGS AND FAILURE WILL
BE IMPOSSIBLE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
on the film mentioned in this article,
go to fullofgracefilm.com
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YOUR STORY
FOSTER CARE

The Foster Care System:

Brokenness in
Search of Hope
and saw a man standing outside of a restaurant with an empty

Recently,
I was walking
down the street

coffee cup in his hand asking for money. I observed as
person after person walked by without making eye contact,
responding or even acknowledging the man as he greeted
them and asked for money. A little girl walked out of the
restaurant with a lollipop in her mouth, her dad by her side.
The man greeted them just like the others and asked for money.
As the girl’s dad started to walk past, the girl stopped and said to

the man, “Are you sad?” And he said he just needed money. The little girl took the
lollipop in her hand and said, “I don’t have any money, but you can have this.” The
man and the girl’s father both smiled at the girl, both seeming to recognize the kind,
genuine act of love the girl had just made.

Story by
Margaret Motto,
a parishioner
at Immaculate
Conception Parish
in Elmhurst,
who works at
a non-profit
organization that
serves foster
children in Illinois
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Children have a special way of calling our
attention to the simplicity of life. They have a
natural way of being honest, genuine, and pure
in their actions. They have a way of bringing joy
and life everywhere they go. They truly are gifts.
Recently, my eyes and heart have been opened to
a group of children, who, by no fault of their own,
have been robbed of the chance to experience
the love and care every child deserves. It has
been both energizing and rewarding working with
these kids, while also jarring to see the amount of
suffering young children have endured.
I currently work with foster kids who are wards
of the state. These are children who have “failed”
multiple Department of Children and Family
Services’ placements and don’t have anyone
assigned to be their legal guardians. In the U.S.,
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there are 500,000 children in the foster care
system. I work with a small number of these
children, and it is hard for me to fathom so many
other children in the same position of feeling
unwanted, unloved and unclaimed in a sense. I have
heard the cries of their hearts to be home, to be
with their families, to feel a sense of belonging. As
I am faced with their desires and needs, I can’t help
but think, if parents have lost the rights to these
children and they don’t have a family who is able to
care for them, whose responsibility are they?
On April 8, 2015, Pope Francs spoke about
abused and neglected children and referred to
the sufferings they endure as “passions” united
directly with Christ. As I work with these kids
and continue to develop deeper relationships, I
have the sense that these children have so much

to teach the world about compassion, suffering,
unconditional love and resilience. Because they
have seen so much suffering, they are able to be
empathic and compassionate toward the suffering
of others. Because they have seen brokenness in
their parents and loved ones, they know what it
means to love unconditionally.
Because they have been through so much, they
know what it means to be resilient during the
challenges and struggles of life. I have learned
so much from these kids in the short time I have
been working with them. It has compelled me to
seek answers to the tough questions about the
brokenness of the foster care system, the need for
more foster homes, and the need for a model or
approach to help these families heal and mend the
brokenness that they are facing. I simply write this

as a reflection, an invitation for others to become
aware of this crisis and to discern how to become
part of a solution.
Pope Francis firmly stated, “I would say adults are
responsible for children and for doing what we can to
change this situation. I am referring to ‘the passion’ of
children. Every child who is marginalized, abandoned,
who lives on the street begging with every kind of
trick, without schooling, without medical care, is a
cry that rises up to God and denounces the system
that we adults have set in place.”
The fact that this great need exists gives me
confidence that there are also people who have the
exact means and gifts needed to respond to that
need. The more people that choose to respond, the
more the darkness will be driven out by the light
each person brings.

WANT TO
LEARN MORE?
Contact Motto at
m.motto@
hotmail.com
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EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT LEADS TO CONSTRUCTION
OF GROTTO AT NOTRE DAME PARISH
Eagle Scout Service
Projects are undertaken
by Boy Scouts as a way to
demonstrate leadership
while performing a project
that benefits the community.
For Michael Chadwell, 17,
the project was also an
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opportunity to share his faith
with others.
His idea was to construct
a grotto at his church, Notre
Dame Parish in Clarendon
Hills. A grotto is a natural
or artificial cave that, in
the Catholic world, is built

for ornamental and devotional
purposes, often as shrines to
place statues of saints, most
commonly of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
"Doing something that was
faith-based was good for me as
I get older to work on my faith,”
Chadwell said. “I was focused on
the project, and by the process
of doing that it made me think
more of the church. I also
learned some history along the
way about the grotto in Lourdes
and other grottoes, as well."
Lourdes was a reference
to a city in France that is a
pilgrimage place of miracles,
where the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared 18 times in 1858 to a
French teenager, Bernadette
Soubirous, who was later
declared a saint. There is a
grotto there that was the site of
the visions of the Virgin Mary to
Saint Bernadette.
Chadwell began construction
of the grotto at the end of March
and completed it during the
first week of May. It required
a lot of help from others —
including one of his assistant
scoutmasters, members of his
troop and community — and
involved navigating some
bureaucracy. (Chadwell had to
get a permit from the village of
Clarendon Hills, for instance.)
And it was not a simple project,
either, as the grotto required a
foundation that was reinforced
with four-foot rebar, along with
10 tons of concrete that required
the rental of a back hoe to dig
up a trench.
In the end, the process was
worth it, Chadwell said, because
now there is a statute of the
Virgin Mary in the grotto he
built. “That is exciting to me that
it’s a permanent project that will,
hopefully, bring people there for
a long time,” he said.

LAST WORD

Brother Leo V. Ryan Dies
Brother Leo V. Ryan, C.S.V., died on June
22. He was 89 years old.
He was born on April 6, 1927, in Waukon,
IA, the son of John and Mary (O'Brien) Ryan.
After graduation from St. Patrick High School
in Waukon, in 1944, he enrolled as a student
at the R.A. Johnston College of Business
Administration at Marquette University in
Milwaukee, WI. In 1945, he was inducted into
the United States Army where he served
in a variety of assignments until November
of 1946. He then returned to Marquette
University, earning a B.S. in business
administration. He went on to complete
graduate studies at DePaul University in
Chicago, earning an M.B.A., and then at
Saint Louis University School of Commerce
and Finance, where he earned a Ph.D. in
management and educational administration.
Brother Ryan pronounced his perpetual
vows as a member of the Clerics of St.
Viator on Feb. 2, 1955. Over the years, he
held a variety of distinguished positions,
including being named the chairman,
in July of 1965, of the Department of
Management for the College of Business
Administration at Loyola University in
Chicago and dean of the College of
Business Administration at the University
of Notre Dame (1975-1980). He also was
the dean of the College of Commerce and
Kellstadt Graduate School of Business at
DePaul University in Chicago (1980-1988).
He was also active in his religious
community. In 1967, he served the Viatorians
as a member of the General Council in Rome
and then as director of education for the
province of Chicago. In 1999, Brother Ryan
moved into the retirement residence at the
Viatorian Province Center. He once again
served his community as chairman of the
Querbes Commission for the Province of
Chicago from 2001-2009.
Brother Ryan also helped out on diocesan
matters, as well. He reconstituted the
Diocesan Finance Council in 2006-2007 and
was its first chairman for three years. He
also served on the Diocesan Finance Council
for nine years and was the chairman of the
Property and the Development Committees.

A CHARCOAL FIRE
and an UNBROKEN NET
GETTYIMAGES©SEDMAK

In the Gospel of John, Chapter 21, Peter drags an overburdened
net full of many types of fish to shore at the bidding of the Lord, who
mysteriously waits, ready to serve breakfast where a fire burns.

Story by
Beverly
Fournier,
a parishioner
at Holy Family
Parish in
Shorewood

Notice it is Peter, “The Rock,” who drags the net,
and his forthcoming mission curiously starts. We recall
another fire in a courtyard where Peter tried to keep
warm, then ran and wept bitter tears after his foretold,
three-time denial. Now, at the shore, perhaps his eyes
watered from the smoke of a not-so-distant fire. The
Master, knowing what is good, will allow Peter to heal
himself by gently replying, “Lord, you know that I love
you,” three times — from his memory, soul, and, most
crushing, his heart. Remorse, healing, strength, somehow
all knitted together by forgiveness.
The strength of the net stands out as we ponder the
deeper meaning, perhaps relating it to our own lives.
Can’t our burdens, our trials, tragedies and sorrows
stand in place of the fish at times? What held the net
that day for the seven disciples and what bonds our
nets, or do they fall apart?
Relying on our own strengths or neglecting to receive
the graces available to us by the Holy Spirit can weaken
the threads, allowing the weight of our worries and
troubles to spill out, overwhelming our lives. But for him,
the net held, fashioned and grounded in Christ. Our nets
too, can hold tight if woven with the fabric of Three —
The Love of the Father, the Mercy of the Son, and the
Strength and Courage of the Holy Spirit. Weave your
net in prayer, before the Blessed Sacrament, in Scripture
and at Mass. Then, have breakfast with the Lord in the
Eucharist and share your catch with others.
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