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FROM THE
AUXILIARY
BISHOP

Celebrating the
Jubilee Year of Mercy

O

n Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception and the 50th anniversary of the

close of the Second Vatican Council, Pope Francis will
inaugurate the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy by
opening the Holy Doors in St. Peter’s Basilica.

PRAY!
FOR POPE
FRANCIS

AUXILIARY
BISHOP JOSEPH
M. SIEGEL
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While the first Holy Year was instituted by Pope
Boniface VIII in the year 1300, the tradition of
jubilee years dates back to the Old Testament. The
Book of Leviticus (25:8-13) declares that every 50
years a jubilee should be observed during which
slaves and prisoners would be freed, land returned
to its original owners, debts would be forgiven and
the mercies of God of would be celebrated. In the
Church, Jubilee or Holy Years are normally observed
every 25 years, the last one being celebrated in
2000. However, from time to time, popes will call
an extraordinary Holy Year to mark a special event
or focus in the life of the Church. Saint John Paul
II declared the previous extraordinary Holy Year of
Redemption in 1983 to commemorate the 1950th
anniversary of Christ’s death and resurrection.
In the document Misericordiae Vultus (The Face
of Mercy) which officially proclaimed this Holy
Year, Pope Francis wrote that the purpose of this
Holy Year is to help us live in our daily lives the
mercy which God constantly offers to us and to
all people. The pope then delineates three main
themes for the Jubilee Year. First, he reminds
us that the Church must reflect God’s mercy as
revealed in the Scriptures. For this reason, the
motto of the Holy Year is “Merciful like the Father.”
“Wherever the Church is present,” the Holy Father
noted, “the mercy of the Father must be evident.”
In our everyday lives, we can observe the mercy of
this Jubilee Year by making a concerted effort to not
judge or condemn and by avoiding gossip, envy and
jealousy. The Holy Father also invites us to open our
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hearts to those on the fringes of society and bring
them consolation through performing the Spiritual
and Corporal Works of Mercy. As the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is the premier sacrament of mercy, he
invites all Catholics to make more use of this great
gift of forgiveness. Each deanery will be hosting
“Hours for the Lord” on March 4, 2016, during which
the sacrament will be available for an extended
period in selected churches.
As a second theme, the pope speaks of
pilgrimage as an “impetus to conversion.” Rome
is the traditional destination for a Holy Year
pilgrimage, and special indulgences are offered to
those who visit the seven pilgrimage basilicas in the
Eternal City, namely the four patriarchal basilicas
of St. Peter in the Vatican, St. John Lateran, St.
Paul Outside the Walls and St. Mary Major, along
with the Basilicas of the Holy Cross, St. Lawrence
Outside the Walls and St. Sebastian.
As part of the jubilee indulgence, pilgrims pass
through the holy doors of the patriarchal basilicas,
which are only open during a jubilee year. This
passage symbolizes our journey to Christ, who
is the Father’s face of mercy and the sole door
through which we enter salvation. As mentioned
in last month’s magazine issue, Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon has designated the Cathedral of St.
Raymond Nonnatus and certain churches in each
of our deaneries as pilgrimage churches and those
making a pilgrimage to one of these locations can
receive the same indulgence as going to Rome.
Bishop Conlon will open the Door of Mercy at the
cathedral at a liturgy on Dec. 12 at 5 p.m.
As a final theme, the pope issues a call for justice
and conversion around the world. He expresses
his profound hope that, during this Jubilee Year,
nations and religions will engage in dialogue leading
to deeper knowledge and understanding and help
eliminate prejudice, violence and discrimination.
This Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy offers
both an invitation and an opportunity for us as
Catholics, whatever our ages or vocations, to
partake of the graces of this year, promoting it
in our families and parishes, and inviting those
who have fallen away to return and receive the
blessings of God’s gracious and merciful love. May
we celebrate well this special Holy Year that we
might experience more profoundly the “mercy of
God in the face of Jesus.”

ESPAÑOL
OBISPO AUXILIAR
JOSEPH M. SIEGEL
DIÓCESIS DE JOLIET

El

8 de diciembre, La Solemnidad de la Inmaculada
Concepción y el 50º aniversario de la clausura del

Concilio Vaticano Segundo, Papa Francisco inaugurará
el año de Jubileo extraordinario de la misericordia al
abrir las puertas santas en la Basílica de San Pedro.
Mientras que el primer año santo fue instituido por Papa
Bonifacio VIII en el año 1300, la tradición de los años Jubilosos
se remonta al Antiguo Testamento. El libro de Levítico (25: 8-13)
declara que cada 50 años se observe un año Jubiloso donde
esclavos y presos son liberados, tierra devuelta a sus dueños
originales, deudas perdonadas y se celebrará la misericordia
de Dios. En la Iglesia, años Jubilosos o Santos se observan
normalmente cada 25 años, el último fue celebrado en el año 2000.
Sin embargo, de vez en cuando los papas llaman un año santo
extraordinario para celebrar un evento especial o un enfoque en la
vida de la Iglesia. Santo Padre Juan Pablo II declaró el más reciente
Año Santo extraordinario de redención en 1983 para conmemorar
el 1950º aniversario de la muerte y resurrección de Cristo.
En el documento (Misericordiae Vultus) (La cara de misericordia)
que proclamó oficialmente este año santo, Papa Francisco
escribió que el propósito de este año santo es que nos ayude a
vivir en nuestra vida cotidiana la misericordia que Dios ofrece
constantemente a nosotros y a todas las personas. El Papa
entonces delinea tres temas principales para el año jubilar.
En primer lugar, nos recuerda que la iglesia debe reflejar la
misericordia de Dios como se revela en las escrituras. Por esta
razón, el lema del año santo es “Misericordioso como el padre.”
“Dondequiera que la iglesia está muy
presente," el Santo Padre observa, "la
misericordia del padre debe ser evidente."
En nuestra vida cotidiana, podemos
observar
la misericordia de este año
Espero que
jubiloso
haciendo
un esfuerzo para no
podamos celebrar
juzgar o condenar y por evitar el chisme,
bien este año
la envidia y los celos. El Santo Padre nos
Santo especial
invita a abrir nuestros corazones a aquellos
y que podamos
al margen de la sociedad y traer consuelo
experimentar más
a través de la realización espiritual y
obras corporales de misericordia. Como
profundamente la
el Sacramento de la reconciliación es el
'misericordia de
primer Sacramento de la misericordia, invita
Dios en la cara de
a todos los católicos a hacer más uso de
Jesús.'
este gran regalo del perdón. Cada Decanato
será el anfitrión de "Horas para el Señor"
el 4 de marzo de 2016, durante el cual el

Sacramento estará disponible durante un periodo
prolongado en las iglesias.
Como un segundo tema, el Papa habla
de la peregrinación como un "impulso a la
conversión." Roma es el destino tradicional para
una peregrinación del año santo, y se ofrecen
indulgencias especiales a los que visitan las siete
Basílicas de peregrinación en la ciudad eterna,
es decir, las cuatro basílicas patriarcales de San
Pedro en el Vaticano, San Juan de Letrán, San
Pablo extramuros y Santa María Mayor, junto a la
Basílica de la Santa Cruz, San Lorenzo extramuros
y San Sebastián.
Como parte de la indulgencia del Jubileo,
peregrinos pasan a través de las puertas santas
de las basílicas patriarcales, que sólo están
abiertas durante un año jubiloso. Este pasaje
simboliza nuestro deseo a Cristo,
quien es la cara de misericordia de
nuestro Padre y la única puerta por la
que entramos a la salvación. Como
ORAR!
se mencionó en la edición del mes
POR EL
pasado, obispo R. Daniel Conlon ha
PAPA
designado la Catedral de San Ramón
FRANCISCO
Nonato y ciertas iglesias en cada uno
de los decanatos donde uno puede hacer una
peregrinación a una de estas locaciones y recibir
la misma indulgencia como si hubiera ido a Roma.
El obispo Conlon abrirá la puerta de misericordia
en la Catedral en una liturgia el 12 de diciembre a
las 5 de la tarde.
Como tema final, el Papa emite una llamada
de justicia y conversión por todo el mundo. Él
expresa su profunda esperanza que, durante este
año jubilar, Naciones y religiones que participen
en un diálogo a un conocimiento más profundo
y entender y ayudar a eliminar prejuicios, la
violencia y la discriminación.
Este año de Jubileo extraordinario de la
misericordia ofrece una invitación y una
oportunidad para nosotros como católicos, sea
cual sea nuestra edad o vocación, a participar
de las gracias de este año, promover en nuestras
familias y parroquias, invitando a aquellos que
han caído a volver y recibir las bendiciones de
gracia y amor misericordioso de Dios. Espero que
podamos celebrar bien este año Santo especial y
que podamos experimentar más profundamente
la "misericordia de Dios en la cara de Jesús."
3

YOUR
COMMUNITY
DIOCESE OF JOLIET CATHOLIC SCHOOLS RECOMMENDED
FOR SYSTEM-WIDE ACCREDITATION

LOCAL NEWS

BISHOP CONLON VISITS
NEW FACILITY FOR SENIORS
IN NAPERVILLE
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon visited
the Naperville Senior Center
Adult Day Services facility in early
October during his pastoral visit
to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. “We
wanted to take the bishop to
businesses owned by parishioners,
and we felt Naperville Senior
Center was a ministry to seniors,”
said Sheila Stevenson, director of
Religious Education at St. Elizabeth
Seton. “We also wanted Bishop
Conlon to witness the level of care
offered at this brand new facility.”
The facility was established
this past March and is dedicated
to providing quality care and day
service to older adults who cannot
stay home safely alone, including
those with special needs and
disabilities. The center provides
senior activities and exercises;
respite for caregivers; personal care;
and a hot meal at lunch.
“Older adults are a dynamic
generation, who want the opportunity
to share their diverse skills and
talents,” said Pam Cooper, a physical
therapist and executive director of
NSC Adult Day Services. “We provide
an outlet for them to learn and
commune with their contemporaries,
as well as offer tools, resources, and
opportunities to help them manage
their health to stay in their homes as
long as possible.”
4

STORY BY
ANNE-MARIE CRONIN

The 46 elementary schools and one diocesan-sponsored high school in the Diocese
of Joliet have undergone a three-year accreditation process to align with the National
Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools
(National Catholic Standards) and have been recommended for accreditation.
The National Catholic Standards give the entire Catholic community a common framework
of Catholic Identity and agreed-upon criteria for Catholic School excellence.
The National Catholic Standards were developed by Loyola University, the School of
Education, and the Center for Catholic School Effectiveness in conjunction with broad
collaboration among Catholic educators across the nation.
“Essential to the mission of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Joliet is a renewed Catholic
culture that begins with authentically Catholic teaching,” said Rev. John Belmonte, S.J., Ph.D.,
superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Joliet.
As part of the in-depth AdvancED accreditation process, a group of Catholic school
superintendents, school administrators, and educators from around the country spent three
days evaluating the Diocese of Joliet school system. In doing so, the AdvancED review team
conducted more than 150 interviews including Bishop R. Daniel Conlon; Superintendent
Belmonte; the Catholic Schools Office staff; board members; school marketing and
development representatives; parents; students and principals. The evaluation team also
made on-site visits to 10 pre-selected schools.
Based on a thorough analysis, the AdvancED review team announced it will recommend
accreditation for the Diocese of Joliet schools through AdvancED, http://www.advanc-ed.org/,
the world’s largest third-party school accrediting agency. Their recommendation will be reviewed
and acted upon by the national AdvancED Accreditation Commission this December.
“We stand in awe to your profound commitment of the entire school community to
Catholic values and traditions,” said Dr. Mary Ann Keeley, vice president of AdvancED in the
Northeast USA and Canada.
The school system had an overall score of 308.05 vs. the network average of 278.34.
Additionally, the system achieved scores above the national norm in all categories which
include Teaching and Learning (291.43 vs. 268.94); Leadership Capacity (343.33 vs. 292.64);
and Resource Utilization (298.75 vs. 283-86).
“This system-wide accreditation process has recognized our commitment to our mission
and our emphasis on excellence in every aspect of our schools and especially on the
authenticity of the Catholic teaching and practices within our schools. The importance we
place on continuous improvement will ensure that we will strengthen Catholic mission and
renew the Catholic culture of our schools,” said Father Belmonte.
In an effort to develop common language for school improvement, school leaders and a
locally appointed AdvancED chair provided data for performance benchmarks that enabled
the schools to evaluate, strengthen and sustain their school.
“We are pleased to have worked with AdvancED on this accreditation process and are
confident that our schools, and ultimately our students, will benefit from a clear strategic
path that will be in place for years to come,” said Madonna Turner, diocesan assistant
superintendent for accreditation and planning, with the Catholic Schools Office.
Following accreditation from the AdvancED Accreditation Commission, the Catholic
Schools Office will submit a progress report in two years to ensure that the school system
continues to improve.

“This has been our dream since we were
college sweethearts,” said Mike Cooper,
business director, who, along with his wife,
Pam, have been parishioners at St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish since 1994. “But what is most
gratifying is the ‘dream-come-true’ reaction
we see in others. Our members receive a fun,
interactive home-away-from-home experience,
and family caregivers can enjoy ‘peace of mind’
and take a break, knowing their loved one is
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receiving quality, affordable care. ”
Naperville Senior Center is dedicated to
providing quality care and day service to older
adults, including those with special needs and
disabilities. It aspires to improve the functional
skills of every member to promote personal
independence and overall well-being.
TO LEARN MORE. GO TO:
WWW.NAPERVILLESENIORCENTER.COM.

Local news continues on pg. 22
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Year of
Consecrated
Life
The Year of
Consecrated Life
was announced
last year by Pope
Francis. It began
during the First
Sunday of Advent
during 2014 and
will end on Feb.
2, 2016. In the
months ahead,
the magazine will
be celebrating the
year with articles
focusing on
consecrated life.
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YOUR LIFE

SPECIAL
REPORT

XIV ORDINARY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS

T

he XIV Ordinary
General Assembly
of the Synod of

Bishops took place from
Oct. 4–25, 2015, in Vatican
City. The theme was, “The

SPECIAL
REPORT BY
DOUG CULP

vocation and mission of the
family in the Church and in
the contemporary world.”
The purpose of the synod
was to continue the work
of the 2014 Extraordinary
General Assembly by
reflecting on the challenges
associated with the pastoral
care of the person and the
family as identified in its final
relation, and by formulating
appropriate pastoral
guidelines to address those
challenges.

6

The Church’s teaching affirmed

In their final document issued on Oct. 24, the synod fathers
revisited many of the realities threatening marriage and family. War,
cultural attitudes, economic pressures, poverty, ecology, structures
of exclusion, domestic violence, abuse, human trafficking and
pornography were among the topics examined for their negative
impacts on marriage and the family.
At the same time, the final document emphasized the beauty
of marriage and family and explained the importance of both
in terms of the attaining the common good. Along the way, the
synod fathers strongly affirmed the Church’s teaching on marriage
and family. For example, they declared marriage to consist of the
indissoluble union between one woman and one man and noted
that the family is both a gift of God and the basic unit of society.
Likewise, they affirmed the Church’s opposition to reproductive
techniques, such as in vitro fertilization, euthanasia and abortion,
making the point that God alone is the Lord of life from its
beginning to its end.
Interestingly, and contrary to the reporting of some secular media
outlets, the bishops attending the synod enjoyed a high degree of
collegiality as reported at a closing news conference on Oct. 24 at
the Vatican by Catholic News Agency correspondent Elise Harris.
This spirit of collegiality and the strength of bishops’ affirmations of
Church teaching were further witnessed to in the final document as
only two of the 94 paragraphs revealed any significant disparity in
the voting.
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The call to mission

The synod fathers also addressed the question
of the mission of the family in their final
document. They noted that, from the beginning,
God has generously directed His love toward His
children in order that they might have fullness
of life in Jesus Christ. Further, through the
sacraments, God invites families into this life “to
proclaim it and to communicate it to others.” In
other words, the family is called to participate in
the mission of the Church.
However, the family must first be evangelized
before it can hope to evangelize others. To this
end, the synod fathers observed, “The mission of
the family encompasses the fruitful union of the
spouses, the children’s education, the witness of
the sacrament, the preparation of other couples
for marriage, and the accompaniment of those
couples or families facing difficulties.”

Food for thought

94
Number of
sections in the
synod’s
Final Report

800
Number of edits
proposed in
fashioning the
Final Report

177
Votes required for
each and every
section of the
Final Report

265
Number of bishops
voting on each
section of the
Final Report

81
Number of
sections that
passed with at
least 240
“yes” votes

AND ON THE ISSUE OF…
Two issues received significant media
coverage leading up to and during the
synod on the family: communion for
divorced and remarried persons, and
homosexuality. While many in the secular
world looked for a change, the synod
fathers overwhelmingly affirmed Church
teaching.
With regard to divorced and remarried
persons, the synod fathers wrote that
the pastors have the responsibility “to
accompany the persons concerned on
a path of discernment according to the
teaching of the Church and the guidelines
of the bishop” especially in considering
which of the areas of exclusion in
the liturgy, pastoral, educational and
institutional framework of the Church
can be done away with for divorced and
remarried Catholics. In addition, they
indicated that baptized divorced and
remarried couples must be “integrated into
the Christian community,” while “avoiding
every occasion of scandal.”
With regard to homosexuality, the final
document expressed the need for special
attention to be offered to accompanying
families who live with persons who have
homosexual tendencies. It also stated
that “every person, independently of their
sexual tendency, must be respected in their
dignity and welcomed with respect.”
At the same time, the synod fathers
stressed that “there is no foundation
whatsoever to assimilate or establish
analogies, even remotely, between
homosexual unions and God’s design for
marriage and the family.”

REUTERS

The final document was delivered directly
to Pope Francis, who quickly authorized its
release to the public, with the hope that he
might issue his own document on the family. In
the meantime, Pope Francis did have something
to say as he closed the General Assembly with
Mass. In his homily to the 270 or so bishops
gathered together for the last time before
departing Vatican City, the pontiff focused on
God’s compassion and fatherhood as definitively
revealed in Jesus. In reflecting on the Gospel
story of the healing of the blind man, Bartimaeus,
Pope Francis remarked that “moments of
suffering and conflict are for God occasions of
mercy.” He also reminded those in attendance
that Jesus’ disciples today, just as in Jesus’ own
day, are called to bring people into contact
“with the compassionate mercy that saves,”
without lecturing but by simply repeating “Jesus’
encouraging and liberating words.”
He also cautioned the bishops in attendance
about two temptations for those who follow
Jesus that can undermine the accompaniment
of families called for by the synod father’s
final document. First, there is the temptation
to a “spirituality of illusion,” which chooses to
keep moving in the face of constant problems
rather than being bothered – which chooses to
“walk through the deserts of humanity without
seeing what is really there.” Second, there is the
temptation of falling into a “scheduled faith” that
allows one to walk with the People of God, but
only according to his or her own well-defined,
inflexible schedule.

BY THE
NUMBERS
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YOUR LIFE
ASK THE
PRIEST

MERCY: THE GREAT GIFT FROM GOD
T

his December, we have many wonderful things to contemplate.
We celebrate the Immaculate Conception, the United States' patroness
on the 8th. Dec. 12 marks the feast of the Guadalupana, who converted an
entire continent to believe in the Holy Name of Jesus. Advent leads to the
great Solemnity of the Incarnation on Dec. 25.

STORY BY

Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar
at St. Mary’s
Parish in West
Chicago.

8

Likewise, the 8th marks the opening the Holy Year of Mercy,
propagated by Francis, our Holy Father. In considering all of these
feasts, the Lord's mercy shines through all of them. It might be worth
asking anew, What exactly does mercy mean?
Like so many things, mercy is at the heart of the Gospel. It is a
word we hear often from our priests, bishops and pope. But in many
ways, it has also become a catch-all, a word we use when we run out
of things to say about God, and runs the risk of losing its meaning.
Today, mercy seems to have devolved to imply either an absolute
permissiveness or an empty sentiment, as though God's mercy really
means that He does not much care what we do or that His mercy
does not transform us into something new.
The Jews had two important terms to speak of the mercy of the
Lord: hen and hesed. Hen spoke to the benevolent disposition of
God toward His people. He always looked for ways to enrich His
people with His love: "You open your hand, you satisfy the desire of
every living thing" (Psalm 145:16). Hesed described the specific acts
of God, understanding that everything received from the Lord is, in
fact, an act of mercy toward mankind. But hen and hesed did not
exist in a vacuum. For the Jews, the Lord's greatest act of mercy was
the giving of the law, by which they knew they were in relationship
with God. As such, God's mercy was as a tutor and guard, not
allowing them to stray far from Him. Here, mercy is not a vague term,
but it is the action by which God forebears His people's wanderings,
establishing and reestablishing relations with them.
The Incarnation and the cross of Jesus are the greatest acts of
God's mercy toward us. In the Incarnation, God's desire to be in
relation with His people is enfleshed in Christ Jesus. Since Jesus
is perfect God and perfect man, man's relationship to the Blessed
Trinity can never be severed. In the cross, Jesus reconciles all men to
God, not just those bound by the Mosaic Law. Subjecting Himself as
a sin-offering for man's wanderings in all times and places, the Lord
Jesus has overcome all things that can separate us from God. That is
to say, before Christ, nothing could bring us to perfect communion
with the Father. Now, nothing can separate us from the love of God if
we choose to receive it.
Mercy is an act of God which casts aside that which separates
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us from Him and elevates us
so that we might live with
Him. What, then, are the
consequences of this?
The first: since Christ has
already overcome the world,
there is nothing in our lives so
powerful or so shameful that
God cannot conquer. There is
no sin so great that even Jesus
cannot destroy it. The second:
mercy necessarily removes
sin. Mercy is not a divine winkand-nod which pretends that
sin never happened. Rather, it
is a communication of divine
power which changes our souls
and gives us the ability to walk
away from our chains. The third:
mercy elevates us to become
partakers in God's nature. By
receiving mercy, we receive the
grace which makes it possible
to be "perfect as your heavenly
Father is perfect" (Matthew
5:48). This is the mercy of which
St. Paul speaks: "for once you
were darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord; walk as children
of light" (Ephesians 5:8).
Mercy is the great gift of God
which frees us from our sins
and allows us to truly be called
children of God. At the opening
of this Year of Mercy, I invite you
to examine yourself well and
determine where in particular
you need to experience the
mercy of Christ and His Father.
Ask for it regularly in the great
tribunal of mercy, the sacrament
of confession. Then, separate
yourselves from your sin, and
"lead a life worthy of God, who
calls you into his own kingdom
and glory" (I Thessalonians 2:12).

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED LIFE

BRINGING HEALING
AND HOPE TO
THOSE IN NEED
SISTER MARY ELIZABETH IMLER, OSF
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart,
Vice president for mission at the
University of St. Francis in Joliet

What led you to your vocation?
It is hard to put into words the mystery of my
choosing the consecrated life, but as I look back I
can see a path that led me to be a "sister" pretty
clearly. The touchstones for the journey were small
at first in teachers and in characters in movies that
drew my attention until I suppose one could say I
was falling in love with the idea of being a religious
woman. When I realized that, I would sing love songs
with thoughts of God. I believe my life's journey
clearly had this direction of loving Love itself.

What brought you to this congregation?
CHECK
IT OUT

Sister Joyce
Shananbarger,
general community
leader for the
Franciscan Sisters
of the Sacred Heart,
shares a vocation
story video at:
http://bit.ly/1kpNqsa

In prayer I was "seeking," and it is true: you will
find or — more correctly for me be found! I had
several visits until I really found a group where
I felt at home. Francis of Assisi didn't offer a
complicated method or prayer structure, but
rather an intentional contemplative dimension as
a way of "seeing" everything as intrinsically good,
celebrating the beautiful, me bringing harmony to
creation's song of praise.

What makes you stay?
No question, it is the community life. Franciscans
unite in the diversity like the Trinity, curious and
joyous about our differences. We gather not so much
to manifest our strengths, but humbly acknowledge
our weaknesses. Community completes what I
cannot be or do alone. We encourage each other
in time of timidity and are there just to laugh and
weep together.

What gets you up in the morning?
Good question because it is the same thing that
keeps me awake at night: my ministry of co-creating
the kingdom of Jesus. Prayer and community fill
me to overflowing, and this bubbles over in service.
As Franciscans, it really doesn't matter what I do,
but with what love I go forth each morning into the
world. These opportunities bring me to cross paths
with others. Then, in the encounters throughout the
day, I am spent or find I am not enough or invited
to hold the ache of another's heart that drives me
back again into prayer and community. This is what
I, and every one of my sisters, fell in love with: a
dream that will last a lifetime, take my whole being,
my God and all to complete.

Who are the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart?
Following the “Rule and Life of the Brothers
and Sisters of St Francis,” this congregation is
one of some 400 varieties of Third Order Regular
Franciscans. On Dec. 6, 2015, the Franciscan Sisters
of the Sacred Heart will begin a year-long celebration
of the sesquicentennial of their founding vision.
One hundred and fifty years ago a few women
complemented a parish priest's vision to respond to
the needs of the parish. He envisioned women doing
the "works of neighborly love" like St. Vincent de Paul
with the heart of St. Francis: "Sisters of mercy, joyous
and poor." The original group was forced to split in
two because of the political situation. Some women
staying on in Germany to tough it out, while the
others toughened up and immigrated to the United
States. Out of the latter, the congregation of the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart was founded,
bringing healing and hope.
Based in Frankfort, we serve in health care; support
programs for pregnant teens and social service
programs; serve in diocesan and parish ministries; and
are ministers in education. The sisters live together
primarily within the Joliet diocese, and in Indiana,
California and Kentucky, as well as in the Amazon
area of Brazil.

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS The Franciscan Sisters of the
Sacred Heart will open its 150th-anniversary celebration with
a house walk, from 10-11 a.m., on Dec. 6 at its Motherhouse at
St. Francis Woods (9201 W. St. Francis Road in Frankfort)
following the 9 a.m. Mass., and from 1-4 p.m. Meet the sisters; tour their home;
learn how they live; discover their works of neighborly love; see historical photo
displays; enjoy music and festive holiday decorations; and share fellowship and
refreshments. For more information, go to: http://www.fssh.net/
9

YOUR FAITH

OPENING THE

DOORS TO MERCY
MANY OF LIFE’S LESSONS begin in the home
when we are children. They range from the most
practical to the deeper, more meaningful lessons.
Thinking back to my own childhood, three
particular lessons come to mind. Each memory
contains a lesson related to doors.
The first lesson was the reminder to close doors
tightly during the winter months. The summer porch
connected to our Minnesota home was not heated. My
sisters and I made frequent trips through the porch
either to retrieve books or games stored on the shelves
or simply to pass through after playing in the snow.
“Did you remember to close the door?” was a familiar
question. During the bitterly cold days of December
and January, even the slightest opening chilled the
house and caused the cozy warmth from inside to
escape outdoors. Our parents’ reminders to close the
door tightly taught us the value of heating a home.
A second memory concerns the opening of doors.
The drive to and from church on Sunday mornings
included a stop at the home of an elderly great-aunt.
Our parents taught us to help her by accompanying
our aunt while walking, opening doors for her, and
being attentive to the path in front of us. We took
turns offering our assistance, making conversation,
and showing our interest as a companion on this
short venture from one door to another. Each season
brought different obstacles which we learned to
navigate – slippery patches of ice or fallen pine cones
strewn along the sidewalk. Through this weekly
routine, we learned lessons of kindness and concern
for another, learning how to ease a journey that would
have been difficult for our great-aunt to make alone.
A third life-lesson learned in the home involved doors
both literal and figurative. As I am sure most people
have experienced, our happy childhood also included
disagreements and arguments. We were taught from

10
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CORPORAL
WORKS
OF MERCY
• Feed the hungry
• Give drink to the
thirsty
• Clothe the naked
• Shelter the
homeless
• Visit the sick
• Visit the
imprisoned
• Bury the dead
SPIRITUAL
WORKS
OF MERCY
• Instruct the
ignorant
• Counsel the
doubtful
• Comfort the
sorrowful
• Admonish the
sinner
• Bear wrongs
patiently
• Forgive all
injuries
• Pray for the
living and the
dead

early on not to slam doors in anger
or to close each other out. Our
parents encouraged us to talk
about the problem and to try to
quickly come to a resolution and to
reconciliation. The disagreements
became lessons in loving. The
physical doors of our rooms and the
metaphorical doors of our hearts
were to remain open to each other.
If anger or hurt feelings caused
the doors to close, we were taught
how to open them again through
forgiveness.
These three lessons came to mind
as I reflected on the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy beginning
on Dec. 8. As the temperatures in
our hemisphere drop, the doors of
the churches throughout the world
swing wide open. These doors,
holy doors established in every
cathedral, bear significant meaning.
They symbolize the profound
gesture of invitation. The Lord
invites every person to draw close
to him and to encounter the warmth
and tenderness of His mercy. This
mercy is infinite. We see in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus a blazing fire
of love, a love that is inexhaustible,
and a fire that no chill can quench.
The opening of the holy doors
poses no risk of chill from the
outside world, but rather offers a
greater extension of the radiating
love of the Father.
As we receive and experience the
gift of mercy, we are called to make
mercy visible in our lives. The ways
in which we extend mercy to others
are traditionally called the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy. Our
works of mercy become a work of
accompaniment and love. Attentive
to the path, we try to remove
anything that hinders others
on the journey. It varies in the

YOUR FAITH
YEAR OF MERCY

different seasons of life. It could be
providing food or material support
to a struggling family, or to provide
counsel and guidance in times of
doubt and confusion. It could be
opening the doors of our homes
to a refugee family or speaking the
truth where ignorance prevails. It
could be visiting the homebound or
imprisoned or comforting one who
is suffering. Through these visible
signs of mercy, we ease the way
which is difficult to make alone.
The opening of the Jubilee doors
also puts before us the opportunity
to examine the doors we may
need opened. It could be that the
doors of our own hearts have been
closed to the power of Christ’s
mercy. Now is the time for God to
open our hearts to the power of
His forgiveness flowing through the
sacrament of reconciliation. Perhaps
in our relationships there exist
doors that have been closed either
in hurt or in anger. Now is the time
to permit God to open the doors
and allow the power of his healing
to enter.
Just as in our natural families we
learn lessons for life, the Church, our
mother, teaches us lessons for this
life and lessons to prepare us for the
life to come. In the act of opening
of her doors in this Jubilee Year, the
Church teaches us that the Lord is
rich in mercy. He invites us to draw
close to Him. Receiving His mercy,
we then extend mercy to others.
We dispose ourselves to the tender
hands of the Lord who gently opens
closed doors and heals the wounds
of sin and division. May this time of
Jubilee extend God’s mercy in the
world and increase in us the longing
to see the doors of the Heavenly
Kingdom opened to us when we
finish our journey in this life.

STORY BY
MARY LUCY
SUNDRY, O.P.,
WHO TEACHES
AT ST. DOMINIC
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL IN
BOLINGBROOK
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YOUR STORY

COVER STORY

Miracle
THE

STORY BY
NANCY
MENZIES
KREUZER, A
PARISHIONER
AT ST.
MICHAEL’S
PARISH IN
WHEATON

S

ome years ago my
father was dying from an
aggressive form of lung
cancer. I became my father’s
caretaker in the four short
months of the illness that ended his life.
His wish was to die at home in the house
where he had raised his family and had
lived for the past 50 years.
Making this happen for him was
something I greatly desired to do,
despite the enormity of the task with
someone as sick as he.
Toward the end of his illness, the most
frightening crises usually happened at
night. I would often find myself on the
phone with the doctor on call, getting

12

OF THE
JESUS STAR

any help my father needed. Much of
the time this required a late-night trip
to the pharmacy. My chief concern
was keeping my father as comfortable
as possible, which had become
increasingly challenging on almost a
daily basis. My trips to the pharmacy
became, over time, nightmarish.
Desperate to relieve his suffering, I felt
a sense of urgency in getting to the
pharmacy and back again.
Even in the silence of my car, my
father’s gasping for oxygen was as
audible as if I was sitting at his bedside.
During one of these troubled nights,
around midnight, I once again set off for
the prescription that would, hopefully,
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help get my father more comfortably
through the night.
This particular night, I decided to drive
a different route. It was a few weeks
before Christmas and most people had
turned off their Christmas lights upon
retiring to bed. So I remember this night
being particularly dark, which matched
my mood; I was incredibly tired,
physically and emotionally.
As I continued to drive on this
unfamiliar road, I noticed it curved to
the left of me. It was beyond this bend
that I found my eyes drawn to the top
of a gigantic pine tree. This particular
tree towered above all the others in the
area and, at the top of this pine, was a

really huge star, a Christmas star. This
star shone so brightly and was so high
up in this truly magnificent tree that I
was really taken back. It appeared to
be homemade, probably four-to-five
feet in diameter, made of cut wood,
painted white, with lights adorning the
perimeter. I had a difficult time bringing
my eyes back to the road and, though
in a hurry to get to the pharmacy and
home again, felt reluctant to leave the
lure of the star.
What happened over the course of
my father‘s illness, and to the end of it,
was that I found myself always choosing
that same route when I made the
frequent trips to the pharmacy, longing
for the sight of the star. I’d bend way
over the steering wheel, neck extended,
eyes searching upward, so that I could
catch a glimpse of “my star” (as I came
to call it) as soon as visually possible.
That familiar beacon in the night helped
me feel at peace. All of a sudden, I
wasn’t alone.
My father died that February, and it
wasn’t until late summer that I decided
to write a note to the unknown “star”
people at the bend in the road. I told
them my story and what the star
had meant to me at such a sad and
challenging time in my life. I explained
that, though I had not considered myself
a religious person at the time, I sensed
God’s presence when I gazed at the star.
The older couple residing at this home
wrote back to me, and I sat, stunned,
when I read the letter that explained
“my star.”
When their son was not quite 10 years
old, he had boldly announced that he
was going to build “a Jesus star.” He
proclaimed that it was going to be a
magnificent star, large enough for the
whole neighborhood to see and bright
enough to light the sky. He was going
to make it, he explained, with his own
hands and climb to the very top of their
pine tree for all to see.
Well, as many parents do, they praised
their son for his thoughts … nice idea…
maybe someday, but thinking it a most
impossible task, they just kindly patted
him on the back and smiled. And, in that
year, when the boy was almost 10, no
star was placed in the top of the pine
tree for the whole neighborhood to see.

The elderly couple explained that
over the next five years, their son
continued to persist in his intention to
carry out his plan. They were amazed
that he hadn’t dropped the idea as
they secretly hoped he might. After
all, making the star would be enough
of a project, but climbing the tree
was nearly impossible and extremely
dangerous. But their son was insistent
that he would be the one that would
climb the tree. Well, when the boy
turned 16, and was able to act on his
own more effectively, he constructed
the star with his own hands; he cut the
wood, painted it, and affixed the lights.
What the parents felt had become an
obsession became a reality. Their son
climbed that tree with the star strapped
to his back and placed it at the top — his
magnificent Jesus star, large enough
for the whole neighborhood to see and
bright enough to light the sky. Now,
it should be noted that this occurred
a whole 30 years before I happened
along, a middle-aged woman with a
dying father, rescued by this boy’s star
on a cold, dark night on her way to the
pharmacy to rescue her dad.
Some claim that miracles don’t exist
these days. Rightly so, this miracle
provided no dramatics, no turning the

This difficult trial, the
commitment of caring for my father
until his death, was an opportunity
for Christ to demonstrate His love
for me, in me and through me.
Nile into blood, no healing the blind.
Nevertheless, right here was a miracle.
Quiet as it was, seemingly insignificant,
but nevertheless just as extraordinary, a
miracle occurred. Here existed a young
boy with a desire so large it seemed
strange — a desire to make this star, his
total insistence on making it happen.
And here was a woman, 30 years later,
with a large task of her own, doomed to
fail without the help from the only One
who could give it.
Here was a miracle. In the beating

heart of a small child, Jesus spoke,
and the child listened. This child’s
project would deliver a healing
message to a woman who, at the
time, wasn’t sure what she believed
or if she believed at all… a woman lost
in the dark… fearful, overwhelmed,
unsure and alone. But what I saw
when I looked at that star was a
snapshot of God’s face. It was the
boy’s Jesus star, which so perfectly
represented the Christ child, our very
own Lord and Savior who calls to us
when we are lost in the night.
There is no amount of terror in
illness, in death … in lung cancer …
that can break our hearts as long as
we have Jesus. No blood … no vomit
… no bedsores … no gasping for air
… no oxygen tank … no morphine.
Only Jesus … walking the walk
as the pharmacist explains how
to insert the needle just so in my
father’s abdomen. Only Jesus, sitting
alongside my father’s deathbed with
me, waiting. His love upheld me; it
emptied out of me when I needed to
be with my dad in love.
I believe in miracles. I believe in the
miracle of the boy’s Jesus star. God
knew the future. He knows all our
futures. He knew what I needed, and
He made preparations for me so that
I would be ok, 30 years later, when I
joined the Catholic Church. He was
taking care of me even then. And He
is taking care of all of us, in mysterious
and hidden ways, providing for us now
and into the future.
During this sad and trying time of my
life, the glorious face of Jesus Christ
was revealed to me in a Christmas star
made by the hands of a child. But my
miracle is more than a personal one. It is
a sign of hope for all. This difficult trial,
the commitment of caring for my father
until his death, was an opportunity for
Christ to demonstrate His love for me, in
me and through me.
And so we come to the miracle of
all miracles — the miracle of our Lord’s
birth, His life, death and resurrection —
a deep trust that He lives.
He lives!
And the assurance that we are
offered new life in Him … a life that will
last into eternity.
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YOUR STORY
YEAR OF MERCY

The Pope Calls Us to Mercy
STORY BY
FATHER
BONIFACE
HICKS

POPE FRANCIS does not speak of mercy as a passing fad or a personal devotion, but as the movement
of the Holy Spirit in our time. In speaking to all the priests of Rome, he said, “We are … here … to hear
the voice of the Spirit speaking to the whole Church of our time, which is the time of mercy. I am sure
of this. … we are living in a time of mercy, and have been for 30 years or more, up to today. In the
Church, everything is the time of mercy. This was an intuition of [Saint] John Paul II. He ‘sensed’ that
this was the time of mercy” (Pope Francis, address to the priests of Rome, March 6, 2014).

These were words spoken in a somewhat
informal setting, but on later reflection, in his
official inauguration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Pope Francis asserted that this time of mercy goes
back more than 30 years and really stems from
the Second Vatican Council. He quoted Saint John
XXIII’s Opening Address of the Council as proof
of this, “Now the Bride of Christ wishes to use the
medicine of mercy rather than taking up arms of
severity … The Catholic Church, as she holds high
the torch of Catholic truth at this Ecumenical
Council, wants to show herself a loving mother
to all; patient, kind, moved by compassion and
goodness toward her separated children.” (Pope
Francis, Misericordiae Vultus #3)
14
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What is mercy?
Pope Francis explained mercy by saying,
“ ‘misericordia’ [mercy], a Latin word whose
etymological meaning is ‘miseris cor dare,’ to ‘give
the heart to the wretched,’ those in need, those who
are suffering. … love freely given for the suffering
and the weak. From the Gospel narratives we are
able to understand the closeness, the goodness, the
tenderness with which Jesus drew in the suffering
people and consoled them, comforted them, and
often healed them” (Address to the Misericordiae
Society of Italy, June 14, 2014). For the one who has
mercy, suffering and weakness are not repulsive,
but attraction. The one who has mercy seeks out
misery in order to give his heart to the wretched.

Mercy transforms our culture of waste into a
culture of encounter and solidarity
“A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench” (Isaiah 42:3).
The mindset of Christ, who is “the face of mercy,”
is radically different from the mindset of worldly
power. Worldly power despises what is weak.
Worldly power exploits weakness or seeks to ignore
it, and, if it becomes a burden, it simply eliminates
it. The insidious extreme of this attitude was lived
out in the Nazi regime through the T4 program. A
questionnaire was sent to medical institutions to
ascertain patients' abilities to work, and also whether
they suffered from various chronic neurological
disorders,
including
schizophrenia,
epilepsy,
dementia, and encephalitis, in addition to those who
were institutionalized because they had committed
crimes. Throughout World War II, some 200,000 of
those who “burdened” society with their weaknesses
were systematically identified and eliminated. This is
what Pope Francis has called a “culture of waste.”
Mercy, on the other hand, seeks out the lost sheep
and welcomes home the repentant sinner (Luke 15).
Mercy, as Pope Francis repeatedly explains it, fosters a
“culture of encounter.” Rather than keeping weakness
at arm’s length, or even throwing it away, mercy seeks
out and personally encounters those who are weak.
Pope Francis has often asked the question, “When
you give alms, do you touch the poor man’s hand?
Do you look him in the eye?” Pope Francis has taught
us that the poor and the weak are not a “sociological”
category, but a “theological” category. They are the
very flesh of Christ. Pope Francis has often said that
Jesus has begun a “revolution of tenderness” by
coming among us in the flesh. In Jesus, the Word
made flesh, God has come close to us to encounter
us, to be able to touch us and look into our eyes.
Mercy is also the foundation of a “culture of
solidarity.” Rather than seeing misery and weakness
as someone else’s problem or something foreign to
me, mercy identifies itself with weakness, bending
down to embrace weakness, to share in suffering,
to see each person as a brother or sister. In answer
to Cain’s question, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
(Genesis 4:10), Pope Francis responds with an
emphatic “Yes!” This is the basis of a culture of
solidarity, which was begun by Christ Himself when
He made us all brothers and sisters and taught us to
pray with Him, “Our Father.”
Mercy is a “field hospital after battle.” Rather than
focusing on who is right and who is wrong, mercy draws
close and shows tenderness and understanding. Like
a field hospital after battle, mercy stops the bleeding
before checking for high cholesterol or blood sugar

levels. Mercy focuses on healing the wounds. Pope
Francis has asked us to make the Church a “ ‘field
hospital’ with doors wide open to whoever knocks in
search of help and support; even more, to reach out
to others with true love, to walk with our fellow men
and women who suffer, to include them and guide
them to the wellspring of salvation” (Homily for the
Opening Mass of the 14th Ordinary Synod of Bishops).
Receiving mercy
The mindset of worldly power — the exploitation
and destruction of weakness — has an inherent
contradiction in that every human being has
weakness. Even those who hold worldly power
and for a time can avoid or despise the weakness
of others, eventually have to face their own
powerlessness. Perhaps it is in the face of their own
sickness or the sickness of a loved one. Perhaps it
is in some failure at work or at home. Perhaps it
is in some habitual personal sin that they cannot
overcome. Those who refuse to give mercy will also
seek to live without mercy and their mercilessness
will turn in on themselves.
When we open our hearts to mercy, however,
by admitting our weaknesses and accepting the
unearned, unconditional, freely given love of God,
our hearts also grow tender for the weaknesses of
others. Likewise, when we allow ourselves to see
with the eyes of Jesus and allow ourselves to be
attracted to the weaknesses of others, we will be
more willing to humbly open our hearts to the mercy
of God. “The more deeply stirred we are by the
Lord’s mercy, the greater the solidarity we feel with
his suffering — and we become willing to complete
in our own flesh 'what is lacking in the afflictions of
Christ' (Col 1: 24) (Cardinal Ratzinger, Homily for the
Election of the Pontiff, April 18, 2005). Unlike the
path of worldly power, the path of mercy has no
internal contradictions. It is built on the gratuitous
and unending love of God. It is a force that can
change our hearts and can change our culture. The
path of mercy is truly the path to inner peace.
“The time has come for the Church to take up the
joyful call to mercy once more. It is time to return to
the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles
of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is the force that
reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage
to look to the future with hope” (Pope Francis, Bull
of Indiction for the Jubilee Year of Mercy #10).

When
we open our
hearts to
mercy ... by
admitting our
weaknesses
and accepting
the unearned,
unconditional,
freely given
love of God,
our hearts
also grow
tender for the
weaknesses of
others.

Father Boniface Hicks is a Benedictine priest and monk of
St. Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. He is a program manager
and host for “We Are One Body” radio network, which records
podcasts of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon’s thoughts every week.
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CONFESSION

STORY BY
FATHER
PETER G.
JANKOWSKI,
PASTOR AT
ST. PATRICK’S
PARISH,
JOLIET
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FORGIVENESS
A

bout 18 years ago, I met
a couple, Don and Sue
Cordano, from the Joliet area,
with whom I have continued to
build a wonderful friendship.
I am a morning person who
was taught in life about the
value of spending time with
parishioners over the breakfast
menu at your friendly local
establishments. One morning,
I was joining Don and Sue for
our morning encounter when
next to their table I spotted
two empty chairs sitting next
to the place we customarily
sit. I figured that a table was
once placed between these two
chairs that sat in the middle
of the restaurant; at the time
I entered the restaurant, the
table was nowhere to be found.
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As I passed by the chairs, a group of men who also frequented the
restaurant were kidding me about the chairs which had no home.
“Hey Father,” they said to me, “since the chairs aren’t doing anything
in the middle of the restaurant, why don’t you hear confessions for
us?”As a joke, I sat on one of the chairs and invited the men to come
and have their confessions heard. To my surprise, someone from the
table took me up on the offer and asked me to hear their confession.
I asked the person if they needed to talk at that moment, which
she did. I asked her if it was all right to meet in a quieter place in the
restaurant, where later in the morning I heard her confession.
On another occasion — at the same restaurant — I was leaving
breakfast when someone was waiting for me outside for the same
request. The person suggested that we speak inside his 4x4 Dodge
Ram pickup truck, which I happily did. I did not seek out the confession
but the confession in the Dodge Ram pickup truck sought out me, I
guess. When I asked why he did not just come to church to have his
confession heard by the priest on call, he responded that the line
was too long in the confessional and knew that I had frequented the
restaurant!
In the end, God wishes to feed our soul with His forgiveness and
grace. To the former, we are always seeking assistance; to the latter,
we often seek out God only when we are in true need of God and
not before. As a society that, in general, takes a more utilitarian and
hedonistic approach to life, God does not often find a place to rest,
although God creates all and has the desire to fill grace in all.
I often desire, somewhat incapably, to embrace the gift of
forgiveness that flowed through the soul of St. John Vianney, an 18thcentury French saint, who was known and beloved as a priest who
was tireless in hearing confessions. The village that St. John Vianney
served is occupied only by about a thousand residents today, and it’s

Christ is our Hope | DECEMBER 2015 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

always been a small town. But people kept venturing there because
St. John Vianney kept hearing confessions and saving souls. Because
he provided a type of care that the faithful not only desired but
returned back to so often, I realized in my own faith life that the only
way to recapture that desire was to offer the sacrament in the same
type of manner.
So last April, I did something about it; I decided to hear confessions
for 24 straight hours at the beginning of that month. The response to
the invitation was so overwhelming that our Parish Council thought it
a good idea to repeat the offering, which I did, for 16 hours, on Aug.
4, the feast day of St. John Vianney.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a blessing for all of us, as it
offers a type of forgiveness that we do not often receive from our
family and friends, a type of forgiveness that wipes away the past
and begins life anew without any type of judgment. When I serve
as a priest confessor, I find that the sacrament does even more for
me: it reminds me how I, the sinner, encounter so many holy souls
that strive to live a life clean of sin, inspiring me to become a better
person as well to those whom I serve.
I am going to offer another 24 hours of confession at my parish, St.
Patrick’s in Joliet, on Dec. 12 (the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe),
during this Year of Mercy, starting at 8 a.m.
I am reminded of a dialogue that Pope Francis sought out with
a group of priests and bishops from the Italian city of Caserta. In
the midst of this dialogue, a priest from the diocese posed the
following question to Pope Francis: “What suggestion can you give
us for a ministry that, without devaluing popular piety, can re-launch
the primacy of the Gospel?” As part of his answer, the Holy Father
covered the same subject matter that I offer you in this article. Pope
Francis responded:

“Popular piety is active, it is a sense of faith — says Paul VI —
deep, which only the simple and the humble are able to have.
And this is great! In sanctuaries, for example, we see miracles!
Every July 27, I would go to the Saint Pantaleo Sanctuary in
Buenos Aires and I would listen to confessions in the morning.
I would return renewed from that experience, I would return
shamed by the holiness I would find in simple people, sinners
but holy, because they would tell of their sins and recount how
they lived, the problem of their son or their daughter or of this
or the other, and how they would visit the sick. A sense of the
Gospel shone through. In sanctuaries, you find these things.
The confessionals of sanctuaries are a place of renewal for
us priests and bishops; they are a course in spiritual renewal
because of this contact with popular piety. And the faithful,
when they come to confess, they tell you their miseries. But
you see behind those miseries the grace of God that guides
them to this moment. This contact with the people of God who
pray, a pilgrim people, who manifest their faith in this form of
piety, helps us a lot in our priestly life.”

And the faithful, when they
come to confess, they tell
you their miseries. But you
see behind those miseries
the grace of God that guides
them to this moment.

For me to understand “the
smell of the sheep,” as Pope
Francis often likes to say, is
for me to understand my own
humble disposition and my need
to see the holiness in the world
that is ever-present in all of you.
And this is the beauty of
ministry — as a child teaches the
parent about life, so the sheep do
the same for the shepherd. This
grace of God is a mutual giving,
as we grow with each other in
this path to salvation. We are
called to never allow this seat of
forgiveness to go empty, for the
seat constantly is presented to
us as a gift that our Lord wishes
to offer us in love.
And so the challenge today is
to fill that seat! Our challenge
is to invite the faithful to come
and experience the Sacrament
of Reconciliation! So, during
this Year of Mercy, please go to
confession. Invite your friends
and neighbors; invite your
family to fill the confessional
seats at your parishes! For every
moment when the chair is taken,
a soul is being saved. Let us learn
about this gift of forgiveness not
by abandoning it, but by taking
the Lord up on His offer of this
sacrament.
17
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St. Maria Goretti is an Italian saint who was
born in Italy in 1890. At the age of 11, she was
assaulted by a family friend, a young man, who
was attempting to rape her. Maria fought him off,
but he ended up stabbing her 14 times. Her last
words were, “I forgive Alessandro Serenelli … and I
want him with me in heaven forever.” Serenelli was
sentenced to 30 years in prison, but later repented
after Maria appeared to him in a dream. After
being released from prison, he later lived and
worked in a Capuchin monastery. He was also one
of the witnesses who testified to Maria’s holiness
during the time of her beatification.
Recently, the remains of Saint Maria Goretti
went on tour across the United States as part of a
“Pilgrimage of Mercy.” Her remains were kept inside
a glass-sided casket. Inside the casket was a wax
statue within which reposed her skeletal remains.
From its very beginning, the Catholic Church has
regarded the relics of the saints as some of its
most sacred possessions. This stems from divine
revelation as the Word of God teaches that relics
are connected with the Holy Spirit, according to the
http://mariagoretti.com/ website.
One of the sites of the relics tour was St. Mary
Immaculate Parish in Plainfield.
“For those of us who were blessed to visit the
major relics of St. Maria Goretti during her visit
to us, we know that part of the practice of our
faith is to share with others the gifts that God
gives to us,” wrote Father David Medow, pastor
of St. Mary Immaculate Parish, in his blog after
more than 15,000 people from the Chicagoland
area venerated the relics at his church in mid
October. “Having received gifts of grace, mercy,
love, peace and faith...and so many more...please
be alert (Jesus’ word would be ‘awake’) to the
opportunities that God gives to you to share and
spread into the hearts and lives of others the love
and mercy, the joy and peace that you received.
The gifts that God gives to us are never intended
to be ours alone! The gift of love that God gives
to us is so that we become more loving; the gift of
mercy that God gives to us is so that we become
more merciful.”

CARRIE WHITE/ST. MARY IMMACULATE PARISH
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CARDINAL SEAN O’MALLEY REACTS
TO “SPOTLIGHT” FILM
A film that opened Nov. 6 draws renewed attention to
one of the darkest periods of recent Church history: the
clergy sex abuse scandal.
“Spotlight,” directed by Thomas McCarthy and written
by McCarthy and Josh Singer, is about the Boston Globe’s
crack "Spotlight" team, the oldest continuously operating
newspaper investigative unit in the United States, and
their coverage of the Catholic sex abuse scandal in
Massachusetts. The Globe won the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for
Public Service for the coverage.
Here is Cardinal Sean O’Malley, archbishop of Boston,
response to the film:
“The ‘Spotlight’ film depicts a very painful time in the
history of the Catholic Church in the United States and
particularly here in the Archdiocese of Boston. It is very
understandable that this time of the film’s release can be
especially painful for survivors of sexual abuse by clergy.
The media’s investigative reporting on the abuse crisis
instigated a call for the Church to take responsibility for
its failings and to reform itself – to deal with what was
shameful and hidden – and to make the commitment
to put the protection of children first, ahead of all other
interests. We have asked for and continue to ask for
forgiveness from all those harmed by the crimes of
the abuse of minors. As archbishop of Boston, I have
personally met with hundreds of survivors of clergy
abuse over the last 12 years, hearing the accounts of their
sufferings and humbly seeking their pardon. I have been
deeply impacted by their histories and compelled to
continue working toward healing and reconciliation while
upholding the commitment to do all that is possible to
prevent harm to any child in the future.”

LAST WORD

The Bethlehem Star not only shone on the Christ Child, but
also burned and scarred, nay branded with the awful
stigma of incarnation, all those willing to take the
slightest peek at that ball of fire.
For to be enveloped in the Incarnation, consciously to seek
Emmanuel, God is with us, is to marvel wide-eyed at the
mystery of the Lord’s Sunday table. This is the inexorable
challenge, to rejoice heartily in the happy mingling of the divine
with the most despicable aspects of our humanity.
That it should please, nay, delight the infinitude of God’s total
otherness to dwell, abide so harshly present, so concretely visible in
what might annoy or even repel us.
Only the mystic, only the mystic can find such a table savory. Only
the mystic can remain at this table. Only the mystic can proclaim,
“This is the Lord’s Table.” Only the mystic can joyfully affirm,
“Happy are those who are called to this banquet.”

Exhortation on
the Ephiphany –
Only the Mystic
BY SISTER DEL REY WAITE, IBVM

Happy are those who live even in the shadow of such mystics, whose
passion is to embrace the Christ who hated and confronted sin,
but loved and welcomed the sinner.
The mystic’s breath batters our pedestrian self-rightousness with
the nonsense of a Love so foolish that the light from our own vain
and pompous reason sputters self-deluded cinders, leaving us in a
terrible darkness.
If this missive ignites an urgency within you, fellow pilgrims, I pray you,
go find yourself a mystic, one scarred by the Star. Perchance the
mystic’s breath shall overshadow you. Inhale deeply. Exhale Emmanuel.

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO
 ATHER BURKE MASTERS TO SPEAK AT SERRA CLUB
F
EVENT IN LATE DECEMBER
The Serra Club of DuPage, an organization supporting
vocations to the priesthood and religious life, is sponsoring
an event on Dec. 29 at St. Petronille Parish in Glen Ellyn. The
evening will begin at 6 p.m. with rosary and a Mass in the
church. Dinner will follow in the parish center. Father Burke
Masters, diocesan director of vocations for the diocese, will
speak about the many ways that the Vocation Office helps
boys and young men discern a vocation to the priesthood and
will give an update on the current status of vocation in the
diocese. To find out more, or to make a reservation for the
dinner, contact Joann Carr at carrgeojo@gmail.com or
at 630.665.0994.

 TTENTION PARENTS OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND YOUNG
A
ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES
We want to hear from you! Two listening sessions are being
scheduled for you to share your comments about how well
parishes in the diocese have assisted you with sacrament
preparation, Mass attendance, and any other issues. Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon has asked that the diocesan Disabilities Ministry
provide this opportunity to hear your needs, so that we can
assist parish leaders to serve you better. Session One will be
on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016, at St. Raphael Parish in Naperville,
10:30 a.m. – noon (during the REACH session.) Session Two
will be Monday, April 18, 2016, from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Mary
Immaculate Parish, Plainfield. For more information, please
contact Joyce Donahue at 815.221.6146.
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