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from the
BISHOP

PREPARING THE WAY FOR CHRIST

Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph M. Siegel

Advent” comes from the Latin word for “coming.” We
often think of Advent as simply a preparation for
Jesus’ “coming” at Christmas, but it is really much more
than that. During the four weeks of this season, we reflect
on his three comings: in history (his birth in Bethlehem), in
mystery (in the sacraments, Scripture, prayer, etc.) and in
glory (at the end of time).

Diocese of Joliet

"If we want
Christmas
to be more
than a deep
sigh of relief
that all the
activities
are done
for another
year, then
we need to
take time
during this
busy month
to observe
the Advent
season and
savor the
peace and
spiritual
nourishment
it offers."
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Unlike the secular world
around us, the Church doesn’t
start celebrating Christmas in
October and end on Dec. 25.
She knows that Christmas is too
important of a feast to celebrate
without taking some time to
first prepare our hearts, minds
and souls, so she gives us the
season of Advent. She wants us
to share in a spirit of hunger and
yearning for the coming of the
Lord. To help us enter into this
spirit of expectation, the Church
places before us the prophets of
the Old Testament. The prophets
expressed the chosen people’s
longing for a redeemer who would
free them from their oppressors
and restore the glory of King
David. We celebrate that their
hopes were fulfilled beyond their
hopes and dreams in Jesus, the
incarnate Son of God. By His
birth, life, death and resurrection
He has freed us from the power of
sin and death that had oppressed
us due to the sin of our first
parents. One day, He will come
again in glory to complete His
saving work.
John the Baptist, the last and
greatest of the prophets, calls out
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to us to “prepare the way of the
Lord” during the Advent season.
He reminds us that we must be
prepared if we want to be ready to
receive the Lord when He comes.
The weeks before Christmas can
be extremely hectic with parties,
programs, decorating, shopping
and all the rest of the holiday
routine. If we want Christmas to
be more than a deep sigh of relief
that all the activities are done for
another year, then we need to
take time during this busy month
to observe the Advent season
and savor the peace and spiritual
nourishment it offers.
Take time to think about how
you want to prepare for Christmas.
Daily Mass is a wonderful way to
enter this season as the selections
of Mass readings are among the
most beautiful in all of the Bible.
If you are not able to attend
Mass, take time to meditate on
the daily readings, which can
be found at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings. Celebrating
the sacrament of reconciliation
prepares our hearts and souls to
receive Christ, by removing the
sinful obstacles that get in the way.
Think about spending some time

before the Blessed Sacrament at a
local adoration chapel. Pray the
mysteries of the rosary, reflecting
on Our Blessed Mother as she
prepared for the birth of her child.
There are many wonderful books
available in Catholic bookstores
that can provide fruitful insights
for the Advent journey.
This is also a wonderful season
for beginning or deepening family
prayer by use of the Advent wreath
at meals. There is an old Advent
custom where the Nativity stable is
displayed during this season, and
children place a piece of straw in
the empty manger every time they
do a good deed. The straw of their
good deeds softens the bed of the
newborn baby Jesus at Christmas.
As we reflect on Christ’s humble
birth in Bethlehem, try to find
opportunities to serve Jesus by
serving the least fortunate of our
brothers and sisters, perhaps by
volunteering at PADS [Public
Action to Deliver Shelter], at a local
food pantry or assisting with your
parish’s outreach to needy families.
Let us prepare well to celebrate
Christ’s comings, yesterday, today
and at the end of time, not just
with the decorations, parties and
presents, but with hearts renewed
by deepened prayer, works of
charity and being reconciled with
God and anyone with whom we
have been estranged. Then Christ
will come into our hearts this
Christmas in a new and wonderful
way. The Lord is near! Let us
prepare well for His coming.

ESPAÑOL
del O B I S P O

“A

dvenimiento” se
deriva de la palabra
latina “venir.” Nosotros
usualmente pensamos
en Advenimiento
como simplemente
una preparacion para
la “venida” de Jesus
en Navidad, pero en
realidad es mucho mas
que eso. Durante las
cuatro semanas de esta
temporada, nosotros
reflejamos en sus tres
venidas: en la historia (su
nacimiento en Belén),
en el misterio (en los
sacramentos, las escrituras,
oracion, etc.) y en la gloria
(el final de los tiempos).

A diferencia del mundo secular
que nos rodea, la Iglesia no
comienza a celebrar la Navidad
en octubre y termina el 25 de
diciembre. Ella sabe que la
Navidad es una celebracion mucho
mas importante para celebrarla
sin tomar algun tiempo para
preparar nuestros corazones,
mente y espiritu, por eso nos da
la temporada de Advenimiento.
Ella quiere que compartamos con
un espiritu de hambre y anhelo la
venida del Senor. Para ayudarnos a
entrar en este espiritu de esperanza,
la Iglesia pone ante nosotros los
profetas del Antiguo Testamento.
Los profetas expresaron el anhelo
del pueblo elegido por un redendor
que los liberaria de sus opresores y
restauraria la gloria del Rey David.
Nosotros celebramos que sus
esperanzas fueron cumplidas mas
alla de sus esperanzas y suenos,

en Jesus, el encarnado Hijo de
Dios. Con su nacimiento, vida y
resurreccion El nos libero de el
poder del pecado que nos habia
oprimido por el pecado de nuestros
primeros padres. Un dia, El vendra
otra vez en su gloria y terminara su
trabajo.
Juan el Bautista, el ultimo y mas
grande de los profetas, nos llama
a “preparar la venida de nuestro
Senor” durante la temporada de
Advenimiento. El nos recuerda
que nos tenemos que preparar si
queremos estar listos para recibir
al Senor cuando este venga. Las
semanas antes de Navidad pueden
ser extremadamente freneticas con
fiestas, programas, decoraciones,
compras y el resto de la rutina de
las celebraciones. Si queremos
que la Navidad sea algo mas
que un profundo alivio cuando
ya todas las actividades se han
acabado por otro ano, entonces
nosotros tenemos que tomar
tiempo durante este tan ocupado
mes para observar la temporada de
Advenimiento y saborear la paz y
nutricion espiritual que nos ofrece.
Toma tiempo para pensar como
tu quieres prepararte para la
Navidad. La misa diaria es una
forma maravillosa para entrar
en esta temporada ya que las
lecturas de la misa estan entre las
mas bellas en toda la biblia. Si
no puedes atender la Misa, toma
tiempo para meditar en la lectura
diaria, que puede ser encontrada
en www.usccb.org/bible/readings.
Celebrar el Sacramento de
Reconciliacion prepara nuestro
corazon y almas para recibir
a Cristo, ya que remueve los
obstaculos pecaminosos que se
imponen en nuestro camino.
Piensa antes de el Santisimo

Sacramento tomar tiempo en una
capilla local. Reza los misterios
del Rosario, refleccionando en
nuestra Madre Santisima cuando
se prepara para el nacimiento de
su hijo. Hay muchos libros en
las librerias catolicas que pueden
proporcionar ideas fructiferas para
el viaje de Advenimiento.
Esta es una temporada
maravillosa para empezar or
profundizar la oracion familiar con
el uso de la corona de Adviento en
la cena familiar. Hay una costumbre
vieja de Adviento en donde aparece
el establo desplajado durante esta
temporada y los ninos colocan
un pedazo de paja en el pesebre
vacio cada vez que hacen una obra
buena. Las pajas de sus buenas
acciones suavizan la cama de Jesus,
el bebe recien nacido en Navidad.
Mientras reflexionamos sobre
el nacimiento humilde de Cristo
en Belén, tratemos de encontrar
opurtunidades de servir a Jesus
sirviendo a nuestros hermanos
y hermanas necesitadas, quizas
siendo voluntarios en PADS [Accion
Publica para Ofrecer Refugio],
en una despensa de alimentos, o
ayudando a su parroquia que ofrece
ayuda a las familias necesitadas.
Vamos a prepararnos bien a
celebrar la venida de Cristo, ayer,
hoy y hasta el final del tiempo,
no solamente con decoraciones,
fiestas y regalos, pero con nuestros
corazones renovados y fortificados
por la oracion, haciendo trabajos
de caridad y siendo reconciliados
con Dios y con cualquier persona
con el que estemos distanciados.
Haci Cristo vendra a nuestros
corazones esta Navidad en un
modo nuevo y maravilloso.
El Senor esta cerca! Vamos a
prepararnos bien para su venida.

Obispo Auxiliar
Joseph M. Siegel
Diócesis de Joliet

"Si queremos
que la
Navidad sea
algo mas que
un profundo
alivio cuando
ya todas las
actividades se
han acabado
por otro ano,
entonces
nosotros
tenemos que
tomar tiempo
durante este
tan ocupado
mes para
observar la
temporada de
Advenimiento
y saborear
la paz y
nutricion
espiritual que
nos ofrece."
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LOCAL
NEWS

RETIREMENT FUND FOR
RELIGIOUS TO HOLD
COLLECTION IN MID
DECEMBER

In mid December, parishes in
the diocese will be conducting
the annual collection for
the Retirement Fund for
Religious (RFR). Catholic
bishops of the United States
initiated the RFR in 1988 to
address the profound lack of
retirement funding among
religious communities. Despite
ongoing generosity to the
annual collection, numerous
communities continue to
struggle to provide adequate
care for their senior members.
Financial distributions from
the RFR offer supplemental
support for bolstering
retirement savings and
for meeting such day-today needs as prescription
medications and nursing care.
The collection for Retired
Religious will be held
throughout the diocese during
the weekend of Dec. 13-14. For
more information, go to: www.
usccb.org/nrro.
BISHOP SIEGEL BLESSES
NEW PREGNANCY
RESOURCE CENTER AT
WOMAN’S CHOICE SERVICES

On Oct. 25, Woman’s Choice
Services (WCS) celebrated
the opening of their new
Pregnancy Resource Center
in Lombard with a ministry
blessing and open house.
The festivities began with an
honor guard of local Knights of
Columbus councils welcoming

4
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Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M.
Siegel, who performed the
blessing.
Following the blessing, ministry
staff welcomed guests for
tours of the new facility, which
is located at 929 S. Main Street,
Unit 103, in Lombard.
Last year, WCS provided help
to over 400 women through
pregnancy testing, limited
ultrasounds, parent education,
and mentoring support. All
women facing unintended or
crisis pregnancy situations are
welcome. There are no fees
for any WCS programs and
services.
For more information about
WCS and getting involved
in supporting this vital, lifeaffirming ministry, contact
Mary Griffith, WCS director
of resource development at
630.261.9564.
WCS began in 2005 as a
concrete response to the
Catholic call to life. Its mission
is to promote the transcendent
value of all human life and
restore the dignity of women
by respecting motherhood.
Through this mission WCS
works to preserve life, provide
options, education, help and
service to women at risk.
Its two centers offer free
pregnancy tests, limited
ultrasounds, consultations
on the preservation of life
and options available, parent
education, mentoring and
post-abortion recovery
assistance and support. WCS’
role is to provide a support
system that gives women
unbiased facts in a loving, lifeaffirming environment.
Local news
continues on pg. 22

 Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M. Siegel blesses the ultrasound
equipment at the new Pregnancy Resource Center at the
Woman’s Choice Services building in Lombard on Oct. 25.

THINGS
TO DO
Father Burke Masters to Speak at Serra
Club Event in December
The Serra Club of DuPage, an organization
supporting vocations to the priesthood and
religious life, is sponsoring an event on Dec.
15 at St. Petronille Parish in Glen Ellyn. The
evening will begin at 6 p.m. with rosary and
a Mass in the church. Dinner will follow in
the parish center. The guest speaker will be
Father Burke Masters, the diocesan director
of vocations, who will talk about the state of
vocations in the diocese. To find out more, or
to make a reservation for the dinner, contact
Joann Carr at: carrgeojo@gmail.com or at
630.665.0994.
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your life
F E AT U R E

Advent and Open Doors

I

can well remember the familiar Advent practices of our family when I was growing
up. With the start of December, my siblings and I would begin the long-awaited
countdown to Christmas. Once or twice this countdown took the form of filling the
beard of paper Santa with cotton balls. Each day we would add a cotton ball, knowing
that, when the beard was full, Christmas would be here.

STORY BY

Sister Emma, OP,
a member of the
Dominican Sisters
of St. Cecilia,
who teaches at
St. Jude Catholic
School in Joliet.

"There is
a childlike
joy we all
must ask the
Lord to give
us: the joy
of opening
the door
to see, not
only what
surprises
and gifts lie
behind it,
but also Who
it is that so
much desires
to give them
to us."
6

Our parents must have
decided we needed to go a bit
deeper in our anticipation of
Christmas, for at some point we
were introduced to the Advent
calendar. Made from cardboard
and decorated with a beautiful
Nativity scene, the calendar
was covered with doors,
each labeled with a number,
one through 24. Each day of
December, usually close to bed
time, we gathered around our
family Advent wreath and took
turns opening the doors to read
what lay behind it. There we would find a Scripture
verse that contained a clue about Christmas. We
would then search for the verse in the Bible and
discuss it for a few minutes. The task of opening the
next door was a much sought-after and longed-for
privilege, as was the race to be the first one to locate
the verse in the Bible. I have brought this Catholic
tradition with me into my own classroom. The thrill
on the face of the child chosen to open the door for
the day and read its contents is priceless.
If we were asked to come up with a list of
symbols for Advent, would a door be included? If
we think about it, doors are very much a part of our
Christmas preparations. We decorate our doors with
wreathes and lights. Many of us will get up early on
the morning after Thanksgiving Day (and now, even
on Thanksgiving Day!) to wait for the doors of the
shopping malls to open. We’ll knock on doors and
wait for the host of a Christmas party to welcome us
inside, and we will probably open our own doors
a few times to family and friends throughout the
Christmas season. Yet, just as a door is the symbol
of expectation and welcome, we also know it can be
a symbol of rejection and exclusion. Open doors are
welcoming. Doors slammed or closed before us can
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be hurtful and divisive.
The Gospel for the first
Sunday of Advent contains
Jesus’ parable about the
gatekeeper who must be ready
to open the gate at an unknown
hour for his master’s coming.
Like the gatekeeper, we must
set aside time to prepare for and
welcome the Guest of our souls.
There are a number of little
ways we can do this: setting
aside extra time each day for
prayer and Scripture reading;
making visits to Jesus present in
the Blessed Sacrament, perhaps spending our prayer
time in a Perpetual Adoration Chapel; receiving
the sacrament of reconciliation; helping at a local
homeless shelter or soup kitchen; taking practical
steps to spend more time with family, etc. All of
these ways of “being on the watch” for Jesus who
comes will enable us to cultivate listening hearts.
Then we will be more attentive to hear His knock.
The most amazing thing in all of this is that Jesus’
desire to enter into our lives and give us the gift
of Himself far surpasses all the little things we do
to prepare for Him! Just as Mary and Joseph once
knocked on doors all over Bethlehem looking for
a place to welcome the Savior, so even now in this
Advent season Jesus knocks at the doors of our
hearts. He asks us for just a little room, and He
offers such great gifts in return!
Let us not be afraid to open wide the doors of our
hearts, as Pope Francis and his predecessors have
encouraged us to do so many times, and welcome
this Divine Guest. There is a childlike joy we all
must ask the Lord to give us: the joy of opening the
door to see, not only what surprises and gifts lie
behind it, but also Who it is that so much desires to
give them to us.

your life
C AT H O L I C
CHARITIES

EXPECTING A

Brighter
Tomorrow
t’s not uncommon
for Denisha to
hear gunshots. Worried
about her family’s
safety, she keeps her
four-year-old son inside
their apartment with
the curtains drawn. In
fact, none of the
neighborhood children
play outdoors.

I

Last year, Denisha felt
overwhelmed when she found out
that she was expecting her second
child. Her dreams of escaping poverty
felt like they were slipping away.
When she explained her feelings to
staff at the Catholic Charities’ Head
Start center where her son attended
school, they referred her to Catholic
Charities’ Expectant Mothers’
Initiative for guidance and help.
“I’d never heard of a program
like that,” Denisha explained.
The Expectant Mothers’ Initiative
provides education and support to
mothers who are expecting a baby
and living on a low-income. The
help provided by this program is
tailored to the specific needs of each
client. For example, Denisha was
struggling with low self-confidence.
“She needed someone to help
her believe that she could do this,”
explained Cynthia De La Mora, the
Health and Early Head Start Special
Initiatives’ coordinator at Catholic
Charities. De La Mora made regular
visits to Denisha’s home, and they
talked about the pregnancy and
whatever else was on Denisha’s

mind. In addition to helping build
confidence, De La Mora talked about
how to stay healthy during pregnancy
and prepare for the new baby. “It was
very supportive,” said Denisha. “I just
needed someone to talk to.”
On Sept. 18, Denisha’s daughter
was delivered by emergency
Cesarean section. Although Denisha
found the birth scary, she gave birth
to a healthy six-pound, seven-ounce
baby girl whom she named Cabriah.
The Expectant Mothers’ Initiative
continues to help mothers until
they reach six weeks post-partum,
and then the families often choose
to transition into Catholic Charities’
Early Head Start Program.
Today, Denisha is becoming
more confident. Each day, she feels
stronger as she recovers from her
Cesarean and is enjoying bonding
with Cabriah. She is proud to be
breastfeeding the baby and is truly
enjoying the motherhood experience.
Denisha has many goals for her
small family. Both of her children
are involved in Catholic Charities’
Head Start program in order to get
them prepared for success in school.

In addition, Denisha is very focused
on moving to a safer neighborhood
where her children can play outdoors
and enjoy the carefree childhood they
deserve. She is also planning to return
to community college in the spring
to continue to work toward getting
her degree. This family is certainly on
their way to a brighter tomorrow.
Catholic Charities’ Expectant
Mothers Initiative provides pregnant
women with the following:

The Catholic
Ministries
Annual Appeal
provides
$1.2 MILLION
in funding
every year
for Catholic
Charities.

• Information about baby’s
development in the womb;
• Prenatal nutrition guidance;
• Access to a nurse consultant;
• Referrals to community
services;
• Transportation to medical
appointments;
• Other assistance, as needed.

TO LEARN MORE about this program:
CALL: 815.724.1148
EMAIL: hsrecruitment@cc-doj.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION about the programs
and services provided by Catholic Charities,
please visit: catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
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your life
ASK THE
PRIEST

those people already in your life who
are away from the Church, but who
only need a guide so as to be brought
to Bethlehem? This Advent, make a
list of two or three people and invite
them to dinner; talk about the Lord
Jesus and the Church and then invite
them to pray with you. Be Naomi to
someone this Advent.

Finding
Bethlehem
ALL
AROUND
YOU
n Advent, we are invited to look at Bethlehem, the birth
city of King David. In Bethlehem, the foreigner Ruth
married into the chosen people (Ruth 4:13). In
Bethlehem, Jesse’s youngest was anointed king (I Sam 16:13). In
Bethlehem, the Holy Family finally came to rest so that the
Savior would be born to us as angels sang (Luke 2:7). Bethlehem,
the city where Jews and Gentiles are mixed into one people.
Bethlehem, the city where God choses His elect. Bethlehem, the
city which begins the journey toward Zion. From Bethlehem, all
eyes then point to Jerusalem, where the Throne of David and
the Temple of God was crucified and rose.

I

STORY BY

Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar at
St. Mary's Parish,
West Chicago.
PHOTO BY

GaryRichar,
freeimages.com.
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Each parish of our diocese is
Bethlehem revived. The abandoned
pray with united voice to the one
Father, “Our Father.” The young are
anointed with oil at baptism and
confirmation. Each and every one is
called to join the Savior on His march
toward Jerusalem. Bethlehem – each
parish, that is – is the beginning
and mother of the spiritual life; urbs
Jerusalem beata, the blessed Jerusalem
above is its end and consummation.
In this way, we should be very
aware that nowhere in this world
will we find our true home. Even
the Church herself is but “kingdom
of Christ now present in mystery”
(Lumen Gentium 4), desirous of the
full revelation of Christ. With us,
“she herself dwells among creatures
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who groan and travail in pain until
now and await the revelation of the
sons of God” (Lumen Gentium 48).
Even in our own Bethlehem, we still
prepare ourselves for the journey and
yearn to be on our way to heaven.
An invitation for this Advent:
How can we cooperate with Christ
to help our own parish become a
true Bethlehem?
IDEA 1: The foreigner Ruth clung to
her mother-in-law, Naomi, and was
led into Bethlehem, “for where you
go I will go [...] your people shall be
my people, and your God my God”
(Ruth 1:16). Who are the Ruths in
your life? Who are those seeking to
follow you or to learn from you or to
become friends with you? Who are

IDEA 2: King David was left out and
not even presented to the prophet
Samuel: “There remains yet the
youngest, but behold, he is keeping
the sheep” (I Sam 16:11). Who
are the ones left out or forgotten in
our parish? To our shame, they are
usually the poor, the sick and the
teens. This Advent, go to your priest,
ask who the shut-ins are and go to
visit them. Volunteer to help at PADS,
which stands for Public Action to
Deliver Shelter, or a food pantry. Take
your children with you lest they learn
to neglect the poor by your example.
IDEA 3: The Holy Family were

migrants to Bethlehem, although
they were part of David’s line: “And
Joseph also went up from Galilee”
(Luke 2:4). Who are the migrants
in your parish? Do you not realize
that they are also part of David’s
line? Even though his face is darker
than yours, he is still Catholic and a
part of your family. This Advent, do
something in your family to promote
solidarity with those who are far
from their homeland. Find someone
in your parish who speaks English
with an accent and invite him to
dinner. Start buying fair-trade coffee
and learn what that means. Go to
the Catholic Relief Services’ website
(www.catholicrelief.org) and find
out how you are already connected
to Catholics throughout the world.
This Advent, live Bethlehem in
your very own parish. Bethlehem,
the city where the foreigner finds a
home. Bethlehem, the city where the
unlikely are chosen. Bethlehem, the
city where the Father prepares and
sends His people toward Jerusalem.

your life
F E AT U R E

FINDING GOD’S LOVE AND PEACE
DURING A RETREAT

I

began going to Christ in the Wilderness (CITW) on retreat about nine years ago. I was a
young mom with five children, and at that particular time, I felt exhausted and completely
empty. I felt like I had nothing more in me to give. I remember praying and asking God for a
retreat, but not one with people talking to me. I needed a peaceful and quiet place to be with
Him. He answered my prayer by bringing another woman into my life who had been to CITW
and shared the treasure with me. I went for three days and came back renewed.
Since then, I have returned to
CITW almost every year, and every
time I stay longer as my capacity
for silence and solitude expand.
Each time, God has taken some
area of my life and healed me.
One year He taught me about the
need for a regular Sabbath time in
my life. Another year He worked
on healing some aspects of my
marriage. Another year, He lead
me to read a book about Seasonal
Affective Disorder, and I cried as
I realized that this was what I was
experiencing, and it had a name,
and I was not “crazy.”
A couple years ago I had been
quite ill for many months and on
top of that was spiritually dry. I
couldn’t pray or feel God’s presence
at any time. I thought it would
be a waste of time to go that year,
but a holy priest I sought counsel

from encouraged me to. God not
only took away the dryness during
the retreat, but also healed me
of the anger and bitterness I had
been struggling with during my
illness. He let me know that, in
order to bring me closer to Him,
He had to do “surgery” on me with
my sickness to remove the cancer
of some childhood baggage that
I couldn’t get rid of by my own
efforts. From the bitterness and
anguish I had arrived on retreat
with, I found myself praising and
thanking God for His mercy in
loving me enough to change me,
and for the suffering He had given
me. That was a miracle He worked
in my heart.
When I share my experiences
with others, most of them express
fear – fear of being alone and of
being so vulnerable with God. This

makes me feel sad. Why are we
afraid of the God who created us
and knows every little thing about
us and loves us more than we can
imagine? What could be safer than
being in God’s protective hands and
what could possibly be better than
having God Himself as the Retreat
Master and Spiritual Director who
is directing the retreat just for you?
When I arrive at CITW, I go
into my hermitage and tell God,
“I am yours. Lead me and guide
me. You are my director.” He
does. I open my heart and follow
the quiet nudgings in my heart,
whether it is reading a spiritual
book I brought or from the library,
praying in the chapel, walking in
the beautiful nature surrounding
me, or going to Holy Mass or the
sacrament of reconciliation. Every
time I have gone on retreat there,
without exception, God has washed
me in His love, and I come back
renewed, restored, healed and at
peace, knowing I am God’s precious
daughter and my heart desiring to
know, love, and serve Him better. I
want that for everyone.

STORY BY

Carissa Beck,
a parishioner at
St. Joseph Parish
in Manhattan.

Christ in the Wilderness (www.citwretreat.com)
is located in Stockton, Ill., about 30 minutes from
Rockford, and is a sponsored ministry of the
Congregation of St. Joseph. Its mission to provide
an environment that is conducive to silence, solitude,
prayer, and reflection. For more information or to
reserve a hermitage, please email Sister Julia at
citw@citwretreat.com, or call her at 815.947.2476.
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Father John
Welch, O.Carm.

WILLFUL TO WILLING:

A JOURNEY OF CONVERSION

S

piritual writers often describe the conversion process as a movement from
willfulness to willingness. Willfulness can be the determined behavior of one
who is self-centered and overly controlling. Willingness describes an attitude
of one who is available to God, who surrenders in faith to God’s will. The willful
person is often trying to win God; the willing person allows God to find him or her.

We are encouraged to live life with a relaxed grasp.
We have to use our willpower and make decisions;
otherwise, we are at the mercy of events. On the other
hand, too tight a grasp, and we leave no room for the
guidance of grace, God’s loving presence. Any effort
to totally control life is bound to fail. Perhaps we only
learn to relax our grasp in failure. Grace does not rob
us of our freedom or our responsibility to use our will.
But it can lead us into a spaciousness where we are
undefended and at the disposal of God’s mercy.
A CHRISTMAS CONVERSION

A story in the life of St. Thérèse
of Lisieux illustrates the difference
between willful and willing.
Thérèse experienced a conversion
when she was 13 years old. She
was very young when her mother
died. She had become overly
self-involved, extremely sensitive,
and was given to scrupulosity. She
tried hard to please people. She
cried easily, and then “I’d begin to
cry again for having cried.”
It was Christmas, and the family
had just returned from midnight
Mass. Thérèse was preparing to
engage in a family ritual of finding
gifts in her shoes by the fireplace.
But the father was annoyed,
thinking Thérèse was too old
for this game. As Thérèse was
going upstairs to take off her coat and hat, she heard
her father say, “Well, fortunately this will be the last
year!” The words pierced her heart. Thérèse's sister,
Celine, thought that Thérèse would break into a flood
of tears. But, at that moment, unexpectedly, she simply
10
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did not cry. She was hurt, but she had the freedom to
take a stand against her emotions. She entered into the
Christmas ritual with enthusiasm, excitedly found the
gifts in her shoes, and gave great delight to her father.
Thérèse had a strong will, to the point of being
quite stubborn. She had tried to use this will to pull
herself out of her sensitivities, but to no avail. She
identified with the Apostles, “Master, I fished all night
and caught nothing.” She realized it was sheer grace
that allowed her to break the pattern. Her explanation:
“Jesus took the net Himself, cast it, and drew it in
filled with fish.” In a moment,
grace had taken her out of the
small circle in which she had
been perpetually turning. She
wrote that from the time of her
Christmas conversion she was
able to forget herself and be
concerned for others. “He made
me a fisher of souls.”
The interaction between grace
and our freedom is complex.
The challenge to live with a
willing heart is the challenge to
be available to God. Being overly
willful robs us of our freedom.
We have an attachment to a
pre-determined outcome. In our
fixation, we may miss the grace
offered us. Individuals caught in
addictions tell us change begins
in an admission of failure to
control our behavior. This relaxing of our grasp gives
grace an opportunity to work in us. St. Paul testified
to the difference between willful and willing when
he wrote, “So it depends not upon a person’s will or
exertion, but upon God, who shows mercy” (Romans 9:16).

your faith
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STORY BY

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon

THE

EXTRAORDINARY SYNOD
ON THE FAMILY:

T

HE EXTRAORDINARY SYNOD
OF BISHOPS, WHOSE

SUBJECT WAS ON THE FAMILY,
ENDED IN ROME ON OCT. 20.
DEPENDING ON VARYING NEWS
REPORTS AND COMMENTATORS,
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, IN THE
WAKE OF THE SYNOD, IS EITHER
ON THE VERGE OF MAJOR
CHANGES IN ITS TEACHING
ABOUT MARRIAGE AND SEXUAL
MORALITY, OR IS DEADLOCKED
BETWEEN A POPE WHO WANTS
TO MAKE BIG CHANGES AND
BISHOPS WHO DON'T. AT STAKE
ARE HOT-BUTTON ISSUES, LIKE
DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE AND
SAME-SEX UNIONS.

In looking at the synod, a couple
of factual matters need to be kept
in mind. First, an extraordinary
synod is a gathering of bishops
with the pope in preparation for
an ordinary synod – in this case,
scheduled to take place in another
year. Conclusions are not expected
from an extraordinary synod; even
ordinary synods conclude only
with propositions, that traditionally
the pope then formulates into an
official teaching document later.
Thus, a synod is not a sort of
Catholic congress. An extraordinary
synod is also much smaller than
an ordinary one. The United States
had only one delegate at this one,
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, president
of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, whereas at an
ordinary synod the U.S. usually has
four representatives.
It is also noteworthy that Pope
Francis, in preparation for this
Extraordinary Synod, invited
bishops' conferences around the
world to consult "widely" about
a series of questions concerning
family life and marriage, with
many of those conferences and
individual bishops, including in the
United States, choosing to make the
consultation very public. This may
have created the impression that the
entire matter was open to popular
referendum and radical changes.
The Church, however, does not
define marriage. God does. The

Church's task, under the leadership
of her bishops, is to discern the truth
as revealed by God. Now, obviously,
marriage and family life in the
contemporary world are challenged
in ways that they were not in the
past, and the pastors of the Church
have an obligation to understand
the situation and respond to it as
best they can, but always within the
framework of divinely revealed truth.
The Church does have the
authority to modify certain things,
such as its annulment procedure. But
it cannot change the fundamental
definition of marriage as a union
between one man and one woman
that, properly undertaken, endures
for life and is intended for the
procreation of children.
Pope John XXIII's most-familiar
encyclical is entitled Mater et
Magistra. It was about the Church:
mother and teacher. While there
are many things the Church can
learn from the secular world, Christ
endowed the Church with the Holy
Spirit to teach the world the truth
that "sets you free." On something as
important as marriage and family life,
the Church cannot allow herself to be
forced by the secular world to throw
off the truth that a loving God has
given His human children. Not only
would she be disloyal to God, she
would be disloyal to God's children.
So, in the aftermath of the recent
Extraordinary Synod, we all need to
take a deep breath. The reporters and
pundits who claim that the synod
has set the course for the Catholic
Church to change its fundamental
teachings about marriage, or that
"conservative" bishops have thwarted
a "progressive" pope who would
like to, are writing the libretto for
an opera that will never be staged.
We should be confident that the
same Holy Spirit who guided the
College of Cardinals in the election
of Pope Francis will also guide the
Holy Father and the Ordinary Synod
according to his will.
DI OCESEOFJ OL IET.ORG
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We’ve compiled some inspiring words from the
diocese and from other Catholics who have written
about the Christmas spirit. We wish you and your
families a very merry and blessed Christmas!
MICA2©FREEIMAGES.COM

If we turn to Sacred Scripture, we will see that humility
is absolutely necessary when we are making ready to
listen to God. ‘Where there is humility, there is wisdom,’ says
the book of Proverbs. Humility means looking at ourselves as
we really are, honestly and without excuses. And when we
realize that we are worth hardly anything, we can then open
ourselves to God’s greatness: it is there our greatness lies.
"How well Our Lady, Jesus’ Holy Mother, understood
this! She, the most exalted of all God’s creatures that have
existed or ever will exist upon this earth! Mary glorifies the
power of Our Lord, who 'has put down the mighty from their
thrones and has exalted the lowly.’ And she sings of how
His divine providence has once again been fulfilled in her:
‘Because He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaid,
behold henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.’
"Mary becomes transformed in holiness in the depths
of her most pure heart on seeing the humility of God: ‘The
Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of the Most
High shall overshadow you; and therefore the Holy One to
be born of you shall be called the Son of God.’ The Blessed
Virgin’s humility is a consequence of that unfathomable
depth of grace which comes into operation with the
Incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity in
the womb of His ever Immaculate Mother.”
- Saint Josemaría Escrivá

God grant you the
light of Christmas,
which is faith;
the warmth of Christmas,
which is purity;
the righteousness of Christmas,
which is justice;
the belief in Christmas,
which is truth;
the all of Christmas,
which is Christ.
Christ is the Morning Star,
who, when the night of this
world is past, gives to His saints
the promise of the light of life,
and opens everlasting day.
- St. Bede the Venerable

It is Christmas every
time you let God love
others through you."
-Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

God came to us because He wanted
to join us on the road, to listen to our
story, and to help us realize that we are not
walking in circles but moving towards the
house of peace and joy. This is the great
mystery of Christmas that continues to give
us comfort and consolation: we are not
alone on our journey. The God of love who
gave us life sent His only Son to be with us
at all times and in all places, so that we
never have to feel lost in our struggles but
always can trust that He walks with us.
"The challenge is to let God be who
He wants to be. A part of us clings to our
aloneness and does not allow God to touch
us where we are most in pain. Often we hide
from Him precisely those places in ourselves
where we feel guilty, ashamed, confused,
and lost. Thus we do not give Him a chance
to be with us where we feel most alone.
"Christmas is the renewed invitation not
to be afraid and to let Him – whose love is
greater than our own hearts and minds can
comprehend – be our companion.”
- Father Henri Nouwen

There were only two classes of people who heard the cry Christmas night: shepherds and wise men. Shepherds: those who know they know
nothing. Wise men: those who know they do not know everything. Only the very simple and very learned discovered God – never the man
with one book. - Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
12
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T h e H o l i d ay of C h r istm as

T he Spirit of Chris tmas Came Knock ing

By Father Peter Jankowski, the pastor at St. Patrick’s
Parish in Joliet.

By Father Steven Bondi, the pastor at St. Rose of Lima Parish in Wilmington.

Gift of the night
Mother with child within
Heavens unite
Light of God conquering sin
Blessed the parent
Who shows us the way
To a Blessed Merry Christmas
A Blessed Holy Day.
Each day a blessing
Raising the child in the
World things impressing
Both holy and beguiled
Caring, protecting
The God-child obey
For every day’s Christmas
A child’s holy day.
Follow God’s calling
And doing His will
Rising and falling
Earth in flux heaven still
Child grows in stature
And maturity
Heaven directing Him
To Calvary
Mother is grieving
the Son’s sacrifice
Cross is now leading us
To heavenly paradise
Love of the mother
Has saved us from harm
Son completes mission
He sleeps in her arms
The work of the Spirit
Still guides us back to His grace
Words of the God-child
Brings us to that holy place.
Mom and child
Provide mercy today
For every day’s Christmas.
A Child’s holy day.

The Spirit of Christmas came knocking at the door on Christmas day
but he found he could not enter, for the toys were in the way.
The bikes and video, and electronic thing-ma-bob,
were keeping him from entering; he could not do his job.
He rushed from door to window, to try to enter in,
but he could not see the Christ Child, so the joy could not begin.
O sure, the kids were happy, everyone had every toy,
But the Spirit of Christmas sadly thought, it really wasn’t joy.
And the Spirit of Christmas wondered as we hatched the children grin,
“Our Lord’s own birthday party, but He’s not invited in.”
You see they had forgotten, both young and old alike,
as they played with their computers, and they tried to ride their bike,
as their eyes were filled with wonder at what microchips could do,
and robots and computers worked a miracle or two.
They forgot that miracles can come with nothing to compute,
they do not have to flash about, with joystick in pursuit.
The real miracles are ones that last, and never leave.
Like the wonder of the Christ child, on that long past Christmas Eve.
With angels telling shepherds “We bring tidings of great joy,
be not afraid, but come up close, and look upon the boy.
For He is to be your savior, and to rescue you from death,
which had wrapped his arms around you, chilled you with his icy breath.
And if you have faith and follow Him, I tell you he will save.
There will be no death for you, and no triumph of the grave.
For this day is born to you, a savior and a King.
God hero, wonder counselor, of Him the angels sing.
Messiah, Son of David, Joy of God on high,
and if you have faith and follow him, then you shall never die.
The grave shall never hold you, for it never could hold Him.
So rejoice in joy forever, you who used to live in sin,
You who turn your back on evil, and let goodness enter in,
sing out with glad hosannas, let the reign of God begin.
And as the spirit of Christmas turned to sadly walk away,
from a house which had no memory of the “Christ” on Christmas day,
he saw another down the road, a candle on the sill,
and a note that read, “Lord Jesus, enter in, we pray you will.”
And the spirit of Christmas leaped for joy, and spread his gladness there;
he had found a home where Jesus was the reason why they share.
DI OCESEOFJ OL IET.ORG
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“THE FRAMEWORK
FOR PASTORAL
ACTION” –

WHAT ARE THE
NEXT STEPS?

Develop Initiatives – The framework includes
many pages of ideas and actions that can help to
jumpstart creative pastoral efforts. These initiatives
came from parish forums, surveys, and discussion
groups of people from across the diocese. Choose
which ideas could be useful and act on them.
Go Out – Don’t just sit and talk. Don’t just plan and
analyze. Go outside your doors to embrace, encourage,
inspire, care for and proclaim. As Pope Francis
explains, “We cannot passively and calmly wait in our
church buildings; we need to move from a pastoral
ministry to a decidedly missionary ministry.”

DISCIPLESHIP: IDEAS AND ACTIONS
TO CULTIVATE LAY DISCIPLESHIP
“The Framework for Pastoral Action”
is the diocesan vision for building
community and strengthening faith. Part
of it was shared in last month’s issue
of the magazine. In the months ahead,
other parts of the framework will also
be published in these pages, along with
articles dealing with evangelization,
discipleship and charity – the three
pillars of the framework.
First of All: Pray – Read through the seven focus
areas. Look at the vision, the guidance, and the prayer
reflection within the document. Pray about your own
pastoral efforts. If you are part of a ministry, pray
about the pastoral work being accomplished. Pray for
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Initial Assessment – From an individual point of
view, assess your own pastoral efforts as they relate to
the three pillars in the framework and how they relate
to the seven areas of focus. If you are part of a parish
ministry, along with your pastor, assess how well you
are addressing the pillars and the focus areas. Also
look beyond the parish structure and assess how any
Roman Catholic organization addresses the key areas
within the framework.
Strengths and Weaknesses – Within yourself,
your ministry, your parish, or your Catholic
organization, determine the strengths and weaknesses
relating to the pastoral focus areas. What is being
done well and can it be improved even more? Where
are we falling short and how can we adjust our efforts?
Understand what resources and cooperative efforts
may be needed.

14
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KNOW YOUR FAITH

• Educate all parish ministry members about the
reasons for Catholic Church beliefs and traditions so
they can be a source of knowledge in the community.
• Make sure parishioners are aware of Catholic
resources available to them, such as Relevant
Radio, The Word Among Us, Vatican News, Wheaton
Religious Gift & Church Supply store, etc.
• Introduce people to different styles of prayer
(Ignatian, charismatic, Benedictine, etc.), and help
them develop a mature relationship with God.
• Encourage intiatives, such as Cursillo or Christ
Renews His Parish participation, and find leaders for
them.
• Every parish should have a paid youth minister or at
least a youth minister who is shared among smaller
parishes so that teen parishioners can experience
more about their faith.
• Encourage new people to participate in leadership
roles instead of one person trying to "run everything"
so that more people get involved in responsible
leadership.
• Sponsor traditional Catholic activities, such as
adoration, Marian processions, benediction and First
Friday devotions -- all the special things that makes
Roman Catholicism unique.
• Encourage parishes to have a trained adult faith
formation leader.
• Emphasize catechesis of parents of children in
religious education so that entire families are formed
in faith.
• Form and encourage small groups for sharing witness
about where God is active in everyday life.
• Offer parish retreats and other opportunities for
conversion of adults.

THE SEVEN FOCUS
AREAS OF “THE
FRAMEWORK
FOR PASTORAL
ACTION”:
DISCIPLESHIP

KNOW THE FAITHFUL

“Look at
actions that
can spur
spiritual
growth
in active
Catholics
and can
encourage
participation
in uninvolved
Catholics.”

• Have a place for people to gather after Mass for
hospitality/coffee and to meet and greet each other.
• Let all people in the surrounding community, not just
parishioners, know what ministries are available at
our churches.
• Offer ways that people can help within the parish and
in the community without long-term obligations.
• Create "small bite" opportunities that aren't a big
commitment for a full year. Invite people to try out a
ministry for a few months to see what it’s like.
• Highlight specific ministries in need of help each
week with a few words during Mass from someone
involved in that ministry.
• Invite young adults, especially young married couples
without children, to participate in parish life activities
and ministries.
• Create a volunteer position of ministry coordinator to
maintain organization and communications between
ministry leaders.
• Or use a leadership team approach to maintain lay
ministry organization and facilitate communications
between ministry leaders.
• Measure and keep track of how many people are
involved in parish life and determine what actions
are, and are not, working to increase the numbers.
• Create and maintain a database about parishioners
and all external relations (businesses, skills, etc.).
Use this data to reach out as pastoral needs come up.
Identify leaders in the African-American community
(in the parish and/or the local community) and
engage them in sharing their talents and information
about the strengths and needs of their community.
• Strengthen Catholic schools in African-American and
Latino communities.
• Offer scholarships to encourage African-American
students to attend Catholic schools.

• Cultivate a personal
encounter with Jesus
in order to joyfully
share the Gospel as
a knowledgeable and
responsible disciple.
• Inspire young adults to
participate as lay leaders
in the mission of the
Catholic Church.
• Embrace immigrant
Catholics and encourage
their development as
leaders in the Church.
E VA N G E L I Z AT I O N

• Seek, invite, and
welcome Catholics who
have drifted away from
the Church.
• Emphasize and
outwardly proclaim
the importance of the
sacraments and all
vocations.

STORY BY

Tony Molinaro,
the team
leader for the
Framework
for Pastoral
Action’s Planning
Committee.

CHARITY

• Go outside your church
doors to care for people
in need.
• Advocate for and with
people in need as the
Gospel instructs you to do.

For more
information on the
"Framework for
Pastoral Action,"
please go to:
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/pastoralplan
DI OCESEOFJ OL IET.ORG
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THE BLESSINGS OF

CONSECRATED LIFE

C

onsecrated life is a
charism, a gift of the Holy
Spirit to the Church. Like every
spiritual gift, consecrated
life is given, as St. Paul tells
us, “for some benefit” (1 Cor.
12:7). A “benefit” shared by all
charisms is the building up of
the Body of Christ. In addition,
every spiritual gift has its own
specific “benefit.” What is the
purpose of the charism of
consecrated life?

STORY BY

Agnes
Cunningham,
SSCM, a member
of Mercy
Community,
residing in
Champaign, Ill.,
who has served
as a principal and
teacher at St.
Mary Magdalene
School in Joliet.
She is also a
Patristic scholar,
a theologian and
an educator.
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If we consider the history of the
Church and of consecrated life, it
is not an exaggeration to say that
consecrated life is meant to enable
the Church to be Church, that is,
according to the mission entrusted
to it, to grow to the fullness intended
for all things created, to “sum up all
things in Christ” (Eph. 1:10). At the
same time, consecrated life exists in
and because of the Church. One is
necessary to the other, although many
forms of life similar to consecrated
life exist both within the Church and
beyond it, even beyond Christianity.
In a unique way, the “benefit”
of consecrated life for the Body of
Christ enables the Church to be
a community of faith and love,
of worship and service. This is so
because consecrated life calls its
members to witness to a life of faith,
to Gospel love, to dedicated worship
of God in, with and through Christ.
Finally, consecrated life calls its
members to live as a community
marked by services that have existed
from its beginning, along with new
responses to the “cry of the poor,”
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which has taken unprecedented
forms in this, as in every, age.
By their personal and community
prayer, women and men called
to consecrated life inspire and
encourage the Church to be a
community of faith. Through
spiritual companioning, retreats and
other programs, consecrated religious
lead the laity to deepen their faith and
discover the graces of a life centered
on and sustained by God.
Women and men called to
consecrated life are able to open the
eyes of their lay sisters and brothers
to the value of those persons
considered unlovable or worthless
by the world, and to reach out to
embrace all people in hearts blessed
by self-giving devotedness in a
community of Gospel love.
As a leaven at the heart of the
world, consecrated religious become
the voice of all created beings, visible
and invisible, inviting the Church
as a community of praise to sing
the glory of a gracious God who is
Creator and Redeemer, the giver of
“every perfect gift” (James 1:17) and everfaithful, merciful Father.
Consecrated life is not the only
source of services available to the
poor and the needy, the abandoned
and oppressed of our world.
Services assured by members of the
consecrated life, however, flow from
a life inspired and sustained by the
Gospel. They continue the mission
of Jesus and are transformed by the
Holy Spirit into ministries that are,
in their turn, so many more spiritual
gifts poured out on the Church.
Thus, consecrated life inspires
the Church to be a community of
spiritual services.
Perhaps, today, more than ever
before, consecrated life is at the
cutting edge of discerning new ways
to call all members of the Church
to be a community of faith and
love, of worship and service. New
forms of oppression, exploitation
and occasions of “man’s inhumanity

to man” meet us on every side.
Consecrated women and men need
the collaboration and assistance of
their lay brothers and sisters in action
for justice and peace. Lay members
of the Body of Christ are encouraged
to look to consecrated religious for
guidance, affirmation and unity in
their efforts to give renewed life in
our times to the beautiful doctrine of
the communion of saints.
The Church, as the Body of Christ,
is not a building or a movement. It
consists of women and men, laity
and consecrated religious, who
seek and strive together to bring
the kingdom of God among us.
It would be a mistake, therefore,
to think of consecrated life as a
better way to live the Gospel more
perfectly. Our faith teaches us that,
through baptism, every member
of the Church is “consecrated” in a
unique way through sharing in the
death and resurrection of Christ.
Consecrated life and the life of the
laity are necessary, one to the other.
Each has been given a particular gift
from God (1 Cor 7:7). Together, they
share in the mission of the Church
and contribute together to the coming
of the kingdom of God on earth.
As we celebrate the charism of
consecrated life in the coming year,
let us pray that all members of the
Church – clergy, consecrated and laity
– grow together, with Christ and his
Mother, under
the guidance of
the Holy Spirit
for the glory of
God the Father.
The Year of Consecrated
Life was announced earlier
this year by Pope Francis.
It began on Nov. 30 and
will end on Feb. 2, 2016, the
World Day of Consecrated
Life. In the months ahead,
the magazine will include
stories on men and women
religious as a way to
celebrate the year.
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M o re Th a n 2 5 Ye a r s L a te r,

Our Lady of Mercy Still
Growing and Thriving

T

ime flies. Oh, how
time flies. Just ask
Ray Simonek, a long-time
parishioner at Our Lady of
Mercy Parish in Aurora. He’s
been at the parish for so
long, he remembers when
it was founded. Last year,
the parish celebrated its
25th anniversary. That is
long enough for Simonek
to remember kids who
attended the parish – who
seemed to be kids yesterday
– but now are all grown up.
“Being a founding member, my
wife and I have witnessed children
go through grade school, high
school and college, and now some
of those children are married, and
they have kids of their own,” he said.
“Time goes by so fast. It’s amazing.”
Simonek used to go to Ss. Peter
and Paul Parish in Naperville, but
remembers the first time he attended

Mass at the newly formed parish. It
was held at Waubonsie Valley High
School in Aurora and was presided
over by Father Gerald Tivy, the first
pastor at the parish. There were
about 25-30 families present, he
remembers.
The name of the parish came
about because it was formed during
the Marian year of 1988, and
many of the original 58 founding
families came from the neighboring
parishes of Ss. Peter and Paul, St.
Thomas the Apostle, St. Raphael’s
and St. Anne’s. These parishes
also helped out in many other
ways; for instance, before the new
parish church was dedicated in
1997, St. Anne’s was like a second
home to those who celebrated the
sacraments of baptism and marriage
and funeral Masses, while St.
Thomas the Apostle in Naperville
shared its processional cross. The
Parish Life Center was opened in
the late spring of 2007.
“Because of the leadership of
the founding pastor, Father Tivy,
the parish is very outreaching

to its members,” Simonek said.
“He instilled this into a lot of the
people in the parish. If you have a
problem, you can go to the rectory
or go to the Parish Life Center, and
there’s help there for you.”
The parish’s present pastor,
Father Hugh Fullmer, said the
parish has made an impact on the
surrounding community, too.
“It’s the largest Catholic parish in
Aurora, which is the second-largest
city in Illinois,” he said. The parish
has more than 4,000 families as
members. And every year, it holds
MercyFest, the biggest festival in
Aurora, he added.
“Our hopes are to continually
break down the bigness of the
parish,” Father Fullmer said. “We’d
like to do as much as we can to
start small groups and have people
when they join the parish feel like
they are part of something human,
rather than this 4,000-family giant
parish. So I think we’ve done a
good job. We have lots of smallgroup activities -- Bible study, faithsharing groups, Christ Renews His
Parish. It’s worked out very well.”
Some of the aspects of the parish
that Father Fullmer is proud of
include the celebration of the
liturgy, the “wonderful” music
ministry and a “very good” religious
education program, along with
having a parish nurse who does a
lot of outreach to parishioners
and others, he said.
Despite the parish growing
over the years, Simonek said
he’s made a lot of friends over
the years and that is because
of the feeling that the parish
is a friendly one.
“We don’t feel like we’re
strangers there,” he said. “Some
parishes you go to and you feel like
a stranger. At Our Lady of Mercy
– and anyone who is a member at
Our Lady of Mercy can attest to this
– you are not a stranger. You’re part
of the community.”
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The following
is the sixth
in a series of
articles relating
to the Deacon
Affirmation
Project, which is
a diocesan effort
to inform people
on the formation
and education of
deacons.

h e n my h u s b a n d , J o h n , a n d I f i r s t h a d
d i s c u ss i o n s a b o u t t h e d i a co n a te f o r m a t i o n
p ro g ra m , we we re a l re a d y d e e p l y co m m i t te d
to s e r v i n g t h e C h u rc h . We h a d e n ro l l e d to g e t h e r i n
t h e D i o ce s a n L i t u rg i c a l C e r t i f i c a te p ro g ra m a n d we re
u s e d to wo r k i n g to g e t h e r a s a te a m i n o u r s e r v i ce
to t h e C h u rc h . B e c a u s e o f t h i s , we we re p ro b a b l y
fa r t h e r a l o n g i n o u r j o u r n ey t h a n m a ny co u p l e s w h o
co n s i d e r a co m m i t m e n t to t h e d i a co n a te . I t s e e m e d
a l o g i c a l n ex t ste p , b u t I st i l l h a d q u e s t i o n s a b o u t
the challenges and demands of our daily life with our
c u r re n t l eve l o f co m m i t m e n t .
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We both knew the diaconate
would ask even more of us.
Although ordination would not
confer any ministerial role to
the wife, we knew that our prior
commitment to the sacrament of
matrimony meant that John did
not enter diaconal ministry alone.
Through our love and commitment
to each other, we would be witnesses
to the sanctity of marriage and
show others how the obligations
of family, work and ministry can
be harmonized in service to the
Church. It would not be easy, and
we had many long discussions
during the years of formation.
I still clearly remember the
September day when my husband
was ordained. I walked next to
him as the cathedral bells called
us to the Rite of Ordination for the
Diocese of Joliet. As we waited for
our signal to walk down the center
aisle of the cathedral, I realized that
my life would be changed from that
day on. When we left the church, I

would be a “deacon’s wife.”
We had talked at great length
about this commitment. I knew
God was asking this of John, and I
knew I couldn’t stand in the way of
his calling. I had attended as many
of the classes as I could during the
four years of formation and was
ready to be the wife of a deacon.
Still, I paused to think about who
this new person was, now defined
by an extra word that had not been
part of my life until that moment.
After 13 years as a deacon’s wife,
I am still discovering new things
about this commitment.
The role of a deacon’s wife is
twofold: to discern that she can
support her husband during the
years of formation, and if he is
ordained, to do the same during
his diaconal ministry. The Church
required that I give my permission
before John’s ordination, and
during formation, I was asked if I
understood and would support the
demands of diaconal service.
You say you understand, but the
conflicts with all the other things
that are happening in your life are
very real. Even as empty nesters,
we often had to make hard choices
about our calendar. I realized I
could help us by finding the balance
between the demands of a job,
family and service to the Church
since John approached ministry with
a single-minded focus. I dealt with
the challenges of time management.
I kept the calendar, merged the
schedules, and sometimes had to
insist that, yes, this particular family
event had to come first.
There were times during
formation when I thought about
what some deacon’s wives referred
to as the “fish bowl.” Would
parishioners be watching me with
more critical eyes? Our spiritual
directors had assured us that, yes,
people will watch your reactions

to life crises, your ministry within
the church, your parenting, and
your marriage. They advised
us to continue being positive
witnesses with servants’ hearts
and walk alongside our husbands,
encouraging and supporting their
ministries.
It turned out that some of our
“fishbowl” experiences were the
ones I most appreciated. We still
laugh when we think about the
child who said, “Look, mommy,
that woman kissed the deacon.” Or
the day that John explained to the
school students at St. James that
we were not brother and sister, but
were husband and wife and that’s
why we had the same last name.
Once, while shopping, someone
yelled out, “Hey, deacon, what are
you doing here?” I cringed a little
at first, but it turned out it was
a couple John had met through
wedding preparation. They shared
with us that they were expecting
their first child. It was a special
moment for me and John to be
included in the news of their
pregnancy. It takes some time to
be comfortable knowing that the
deacon extends the sacramental
presence of Christ’s service outside
of the Church and into the secular
world. John is a deacon when he is
at home or at Home Depot, and he
is a public and permanent sign of
Christ no matter what he is doing,
where he is, or what time of the day
it is. He’s a deacon 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
I came to understand that, in
many ways, we were a part of the
New Evangelization. Living our
lives in ordinary ways in the secular
world speaks to people and touches
them in ways it is hard to put into
words. You realize your husband
is going to be recognized in many
places outside of Church, and that
means sharing him in a public way.

But the grace you receive from
ministering together as a married
couple and individually is more
than you could ever give back to
the Church in service.
This ministry has brought us
many new blessings. One very
special moment was sharing a cake
with a family in the lounge of the
neonatal intensive care unit at the
hospital. John had just baptized
their daughter, who was born
prematurely. She wasn’t much larger
than his hand, and he had used
a sterile eye dropper for the holy
water. We watched at the window
as he gently anointed her with the
Sacred Chrism. She has grown up
into a beautiful young lady, and
John loves watching her come into
the narthex as the family arrives for
Mass. How glad I am that I went
with him to the hospital that day.
In terms of a specific ministry or
role for the deacon’s wife, there are
no official directives. There is no
“model” deacon’s wife. A deacon’s
wife can serve her parish or serve
within the local community,
developing and exercising her own
gifts, interests and talents. Some
husbands and wives find ways to
work alongside each other in a
visible and public way, and some
choose to each pursue ministry
independently. Some wives prefer to
be “behind the scenes” rather than
publicly involved at their parish in
their husband’s ministry.
Every wife discerns how she can
be faithful to God, to her husband
and to his vocation. I try to remind
myself that there is a dividing line
between my ministry as a member
of the laity and my husband’s
role as an ordained servant of the
Church, but the intimacy and love
present in our partnership has
carried us through the challenges
and made the moments of joy and
laughter even more memorable.

"...
Th e
intimacy
a n d l ove
p re s e n t
in our
partnership
has
carried us
t h ro u g h t h e
challenges
and
made the
moments
o f j oy a n d
l a u g h te r
eve n m o re
m e m o ra b l e. "

STORY BY

Jean Moeller,
a parishioner at
St. James Parish
in Glen Ellyn,
where her
husband is a
deacon.
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St. Mary’s in Mokena
Celebrates 150 Years

T

he small white-frame wooden
church is still there, its steeple
rising up and surrounded by
towering trees. The old church
is located in the middle of a
cemetery, but the faith in the Catholic
community of St. Mary’s Parish in Mokena
is far from dead. In fact, as the parish
celebrates its 150th anniversary this year, it
is still going strong.
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The village of Mokena was settled by German
immigrants, and the immigrant spirit is what was at the
heart of the church back when it was first a seed in the
minds of the nine founding families of the parish. This
group raised the $1,400 necessary to build the church
themselves.
It opened its doors in 1864, with their first pastor
traveling by horse every other Sunday from his
residence at St. John Church in Joliet to celebrate Mass
there. St. Mary’s was the only Catholic church between
Joliet and Chicago Heights at the time; it was also the
smallest church in Will County.
Various missionary priests served the parish for
years, with Franciscans arriving in 1914, where they
served until 1972 when diocesan priests were assigned
there. The parish remained a small one for a long time.
In fact, one parishioner, James Cooper, whose family
has been part of the parish for four generations, said
he remembers going to Mass at the original little white
church in the cemetery, when the parish had about 80
families, and certain people sat in certain places.
“It was kind of an unwritten rule,” said Cooper, 76.
“They formed habits and certain people sat in certain
areas in the church. And you better not sit in their
bench,” he said, laughing.
Another long-time parishioner, Mary Frances
Consola, remembers there were seven pews on one side
inside the church and seven pews on the other side.
“Father Cecil Koop [who served as pastor at the
parish from 1954 until 1970] became our pastor
shortly after our family joined the parish, and he often
would say there’s 50 families in the parish and $50 in
the collection,” said Consola.
The boom time after World War II led to growth in
the parish. From 1950 to 1966, St. Mary’s increased
from 50 families to 500. That led to the building
of a new church, school, convent, rectory and bus
garage, which later became a parish hall and given the
nickname of “Cow Palace.”
Marion Walles, a parishioner since 1961, remembers
parish members being very friendly, with everyone
knowing everyone else.
“Everything was a lot more simple,” she said. “We
had a few people who could be very generous and
big supporters, but not nearly as many as now. The
proportion who can afford more is a lot greater than it
was back in the 1960s and before then. The pastor was
very dependent on a few very loyal people when he
needed it.”
Over the years, with more growth came the need
for a bigger church building. In 1986, the third and
current incarnation of the church building broke
ground. A new parish center complex was built

STORY BY

Carlos Briceño

in 2003, while in 2008, the school buildings were
renovated and the second church, which had been in
use from 1956 until 1987, was transformed into the
Koop Library and Media Center, in honor of the former
long-time pastor.
For a church to last for 150 years, however, it is more
than the sum of its buildings. Longevity always has to
do with the fruits of faith and the amount of love that
is shared within the Christian community. And, Gladys
Weber, whose family has been going to St. Mary’s since
the early 1900s, can attest to being the recipient of that
generosity of faith and love.
Her husband was ill for 17 years, and during that
time, the parish helped her and her family out with
food at times. The local Knights of Columbus group
also roofed their home.
As a way to say thank you, in recent years, Weber,
who is now a widow, has decided to repay the
generosity of what she has received from the parish
in terms of sharing her time and talents. She’s a
Eucharistic minister; an usher; assists with sacristan
duties at two of the Masses; launders the purificators;
volunteers at the parish office; and she also used to
count money.
When she was a child attending the parish, she said
there wasn’t as much activity back then as there is in
the parish now.
“It was a quieter parish,” she said. “We didn’t have all
the options we have today. I find myself getting more
and more involved. Those options weren’t there then.”
Mary Frances Consola, who has been a parishioner
for 53 years, said the parish is trying to get back to the
sense of community it had in the 1950s and 1960s,
including bringing back some of the devotions that she
remembers when she was a child.
“So, in some sense, even though we’re 150 years old,
we’re sort of like a new parish, I would say, because

"For a church
to last for
150 years,
however, it
is more than
the sum of
its buildings.
Longevity
we’re rebuilding it,” she said.
One recent community celebration it had was
Oktoberfest, an inaugural event, which related to its
roots because of the German immigrant influence back
in the years that the parish was founded.
“It was a very successful event,” said Father Dindo
Billote, St. Mary’s pastor. “We had over 700 people
attend, not only Catholics but other denominations
came, as well.”
The village of Mokena has felt the impact of the
parish in other ways over the years, too. It has the
largest Catholic grade school in the area, said Father
Billote. Students who have attended St. Mary Catholic
School in the past have ended up being part of the
village’s government, including being mayor. Several
parishioners are also board members with FISH, a
local, community-based organization that helps people
in need. Various groups and organizations within the
parish, such as the Knights of Columbus, have also
made an impact on the surrounding area.
“I feel like I’m part of a wonderful tradition,” Father
Billote said, who added that he felt a kinship with the
parish’s immigrant past because he was born in the
Philippines, and, thus, is an immigrant too. “I’m the
eighth pastor at St. Mary’s, and I feel a connection to all
of them. I just thank God every day for sending me to
St. Mary’s.”

always has
to do with
the fruits
of faith and
the amount
of love that
is shared
within the
Christian
community."
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FATHER JOHN KLOEPFER
DIES
Father John Kloepfer died
on Sept. 18 in Clarksville,
Va. He was 90.
John Stephen Kloepfer
was born on Dec. 18, 1923,
in Evanston, to Martin
Nicholas Kloepfer and
Irene Mary Daley Kloepfer
and was baptized at
Our Mother of Perpetual
Succor in Glenview.
Having attended St.
Athanasius School in
Evanston, St. Francis
Xavier School in Wilmette,
St. Margaret Mary School
in Chicago, St. Patrick
Elementary School in
Joliet, and Joliet Catholic
High in Joliet, he studied
at Joliet Junior College,
the University of Michigan
and St. Ambrose College
in Davenport, Iowa. He
served in the military
as a radar navigator
from January 1941 to
November 1943. Studies
for the priesthood were
completed at the Catholic
University of America.
On May 30, 1953,
Kloepfer was ordained
to the priesthood at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond
in Joliet by Bishop Martin
D. McNamara and was
assigned as associate
pastor at St. Patrick

Parish in Joliet. His next
assignment was at St.
Jude Parish in Joliet
(1962).
Later that year, Father
Kloepfer was named
pastor of St. Scholastica
Parish in Woodridge.
Subsequent assignments
as pastor included Sacred
Heart Parish in Joliet
(1967) and St. Michael
Parish in Wheaton
(1982). In 1989, Father
transferred to the Diocese
of Richmond, where he
retired in June of 1993.
In addition to his
pastoral duties, Father
Kloepfer served as the
first diocesan director
for the Campaign for
Human Development;
as a delegate judge for
the diocesan tribunal;
as director of the Peter
Claver Center in Joliet;
as the first director of
the diocesan Office of
Urban Affairs. He also
was a chaplain for the
Illinois Youth Commission
Reception and Diagnostic
Center; director of the
DuPage County Council
of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society; a member of the
Joliet Human Relations
Commission and worked
with the Will County
Council on Labor and
Religion.

TAKE ACTION
For more information on the "Framework for
Pastoral Action," please visit our website at:
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/pastoralplan.
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and younger, transfer
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BISHOP CONLON’S VIEWS

O N G O I N G FO R T H TO P U T T H E
FRAMEWORK FOR PASTORAL ACTION

INTO REALITY
he following comments were made by Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon in early November at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet. He was
addressing a gathering of several hundred people
as part of the Diocesan Assembly to talk about the
Framework for Pastoral Action. During the assembly,
a guest speaker talked about the three pillars of the
framework: discipleship, evangelization and charity. And
a panel of experts discussed some best practices. To
learn more about the assembly, including the full video
of Bishop Conlon’s remarks, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.
org/aroundthediocese/2014/11/03/diocese-sponsorsassembly-to-focus-on-framework-for-pastoral-action/.

T

Where do we go from here?
What we have is the Framework
for Pastoral Action. We do not
have a complete pastoral plan.
Why not? Because we are a very
diverse diocese. ... Many different
opportunities and challenges in
our diocese. It is important to us
to respect that diversity. We have
to go forward now with a lot of
planning, designing – at the parish
level or at the deanery level or at
the parish cluster level. What I’m
asking you to do, what the Diocesan
Pastoral Council is asking you to
do, what the Pastoral Planning
Committee is asking you to do is to
take this framework and to build
upon it. It’s the responsibility you
now have. ... We are going to work

with you. The Diocesan Pastoral
Council, the Presbyteral Council
and the diocesan Curia are all
still part of this ... The Presbyteral
Council will be working as the
group that represents the pastors of
the diocese. ... The priests will have
their own discussions about this.
The diocesan Curia is there to
assist in the implementation of
this to provide the resources that
they have because of their special
training and the time and energy
they have. They will be there to
assist in the individual efforts that
you all design. But the real work
has to be done at the local level.
Because the needs in DuPage
County are not the same in Ford
County. So it’s important that we

do this work individually. On the
other hand, as one of the speakers
pointed out, what about the small
parishes? We need to think about
collaborating; we need to think
about working together. We are not
129 silos. There are opportunities
to work together as deaneries or
clusters of parishes. …
Perhaps the most important thing
is, there needs to be prayer. Why?
Not just because we are launching
out into something we are not all
that familiar with or maybe all that
comfortable with, and so when
we’re in need, we ask God. We
don’t think we need God, so we
don’t pray. “I know how to drive
the car; I don’t need God to do
that.” The point is that especially
because we are doing God’s work.
This is not our project. This is God’s
project. We have to keep that in
mind. ...
But without reflecting about
it, we get into what we do, and it
begins to feel that we are doing
our thing. But keep this in mind.
God created the world. And Man
messed it up. … And so God sent
His Son to repair the damage. But,
ultimately, God intended that we
be in union with Him for all of
eternity. ... God sent out His Son.
... The Father sent His Son. The
Father and the Son then
sent the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit who sends us
to do the work for which
the Son has been sent
– to save the world. But
what’s the work? To bring
people to the Father. So
you have a circle going
here. … We need to keep
that in mind. We are
doing the work that the
Son began. And we are
doing it at the direction
of the Holy Spirt and by the power
of the Holy Spirit. That is why we
need to make this a project based in
our prayers.

"WE ARE
DOING THE
WORK THAT
THE SON
BEGAN.
AND WE
ARE DOING
IT AT THE
DIRECTION
OF THE
HOLY SPIRT
AND BY THE
POWER OF
THE HOLY
SPIRIT."
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