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FROM THE
AUXILIARY
BISHOP

SOME WORDS OF THANKS —

and Farewell

WHEN A GOOD FRIEND HEARD

AUXILIARY
BISHOP
JOSEPH M.
SIEGEL

that I was preparing to move from the Joliet Diocese to

become the bishop of Evansville, he reminded me that an important part of saying goodbye
is expressing gratitude to those persons who have played an important part in my life and
ministry. I decided to follow that wise advice in my final article in this magazine.
First of all, I give thanks and praise to Almighty God
for the many blessings He has bestowed on me during
the past 54 years that I have lived in the diocese. I
was blessed with wonderful, faith-filled parents who
passed on their faith to their nine children, both by
providing a Catholic atmosphere at home as well as
sacrificing to give us 12 years of Catholic education.
My brothers and sisters and their spouses and
children continue to be a constant source of strength
and support for me.
I am grateful to the bishops under whom I have
served: Bishop Joseph Imesch, who ordained me a
priest and gave my formative parish assignments;
Bishop, now Archbishop, J. Peter Sartain, who showed
great trust in me by
nominating me to be his
I take great hope in the knowledge
auxiliary bishop; Bishop
that no matter where we gather to
R. Daniel Conlon, from
celebrate the Eucharist, whether far
whom I have learned a
great deal these past six
or near, we are always united in the
years, as I have seen the
body and blood of the Lord as one
many fruitful initiatives he
people joined in faith, hope and love.
has implemented in the
diocese. Bishop Roger
Kaffer was also very influential in my priestly ministry.
I am very thankful to have been part of the Joliet
presbyterate for almost 30 years. My brother priests
have inspired me by the example of their faithful
and dedicated service to God and His people. I am
most grateful for their support, encouragement and
friendship. I have also been blessed to serve with a
number of wonderful deacons in parish life, in the
diocese, and as my masters of ceremonies. As well,
there have been many consecrated men and women
of the diocese who have had a profound influence on
my life and faith, both during my years in school as
well as in my years as a priest.
PRAY!
My parish assignments at St. Isidore in Bloomindale,
FOR AUXILIARY
St. Mary Immaculate in Plainfield, St. Mary Nativity in
BISHOP SIEGEL
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Joliet, the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus, and
as pastor of Visitation Parish in Elmhurst were each
different but all extraordinary experiences of faith and
grace. The people of these parishes, and of the many
parishes in the diocese at which I was privileged to
celebrate the sacraments, have inspired me by their
love for Christ expressed in their worship, by their
outreach to those in need, and by their desire to pass
on their Catholic faith to future generations. These
past seven years as auxiliary bishop, I have been
blessed to work with the dedicated people in the
diocesan Curia. Their commitment to the Church and
their professionalism in serving the diocese and our
parishes is truly impressive.
Over my years as a priest and bishop, the journey
of life and faith has taken our diocese through some
joyful celebrations as well as difficult and challenging
times. But through all of these peaks and valleys, the
one constant has been the presence of the Lord Jesus
walking along side of us, supporting us with His love,
mercy and grace. Witnessing the commitment of the
people of our diocese to celebrating, professing and
living our Catholic faith has made it such joy to be
part of the Church of Joliet, and it is what makes it
hard to leave.
A time of farewell is also a time of reconciliation, so
I would sincerely ask forgiveness of anyone whom I
may have offended during my years of ministry, either
by my words or actions, or by the things I have failed
to do or say.
The Diocese of Joliet will always be home and in
my heart in a very special way. I promise you that you
will be remembered in my daily prayers, especially at
Mass, and I ask that you remember me in yours. I take
great hope in the knowledge that no matter where we
gather to celebrate the Eucharist, whether far or near,
we are always united in the body and blood of the
Lord as one people joined in faith, hope and love.
May God bless you.

ESPAÑOL

EL OBISPO
AUXILIAR
JOSEPH M.
SIEGEL

CUANDO UN BUEN AMIGO ESCUCHÓ
que me estaba preparando para mudarme
de la Diócesis de Joliet para convertirme en
el obispo de Evansville, me recordó que una
parte importante de decir adiós es expresar
gratitud a aquellas personas que han jugado
una parte importante en mi vida y Ministerio.
Decidí seguir ese consejo sabio en mi artículo
final de esta revista.

En primer lugar, alabo y doy gracias a Dios
Todopoderoso por las muchas bendiciones que me ha
otorgado durante los últimos 54 años que he vivido
en la diócesis. Fui bendecido con padres maravillosos,
llenos de fe, que pasaron su fe a sus nueve hijos, tanto
proporcionando un ambiente católico en casa, así
como sacrificando para darnos 12 años de educación
católica. Mis hermanos y hermanas y sus cónyuges e
hijos continúan siendo una fuente constante de fuerza
y apoyo para mí.
Estoy agradecida a los obispos bajo los cuales he
servido: Obispo Joseph Imesch, quien me ordenó
sacerdote y dio mis
asignaciones de la
Tengo gran esperanza en el
parroquia formativa;
conocimiento de que no importa
Obispo, ahora arzobispo,
dónde nos reunamos para celebrar
J. Peter Sartain, que
la Eucaristía, ya sea lejos o cerca,
demostró gran confianza
en mí por nominarme
siempre estaremos unidos en el cuerpo
para ser su obispo
y la sangre del Señor como un pueblo
auxiliar; El obispo R.
unido en la fe, la esperanza y el amor.
Daniel Conlon, del cual
he aprendido mucho
estos últimos seis años, como he visto las muchas
iniciativas fructíferas que ha implementado en la
diócesis. El obispo Roger Kaffer también fue muy
influyente en mi ministerio sacerdotal.
Estoy muy agradecida de haber sido parte
del presbiterio de Joliet durante casi 30 años.
Mis hermanos sacerdotes me han inspirado con el
ejemplo de su fiel y dedicado servicio a Dios y a su
pueblo. Estoy más agradecida por su apoyo, aliento
y amistad. También he sido bendecido por servir
¡ORAR!
con un número de diáconos maravillosos en la vida
PARA
parroquial, en la diócesis, y como mis maestros de
EL OBISPO
ceremonias. También ha habido muchos hombres y
AUXILIAR
SIEGEL
mujeres consagrados de la diócesis que han tenido

una profunda influencia en mi vida y fe, tanto
durante mis años en la escuela como en mis
años como sacerdote.
Mis asignaciones parroquiales en La San Isidoro
en Bloomingdale, Santa María Inmaculada en
Plainfield, Santa María Natividad en Joliet, la
Catedral de San Ramon de Nonatus, y como pastor
de la parroquia de Visitacion en Elmhurst eran
cada una diferente, pero todas fueron experiencias
extraordinarias de fe y gracia. La gente de estas
parroquias, y de las muchas parroquias en la
diócesis en las que tuve el privilegio de celebrar
los sacramentos, me han inspirado por su amor por
Cristo expresado en su alabanza, por su divulgación
a los necesitados, y por su deseo de transmitir su
fe católica a las generaciones futuras. Estos últimos
siete años como obispo auxiliar, he sido bendecido
con la oportunidad de trabajar con la gente dedicada
en la curia diocesana. Su compromiso con la iglesia y
su profesionalismo en servir a la diócesis y nuestras
parroquias es verdaderamente impresionante.
Durante mis años como sacerdote y obispo, el viaje
de la vida y la fe ha llevado a nuestra diócesis a través
de algunas celebraciones gozosas, así como tiempos
difíciles y desafiantes.
Pero a través de todos estos picos y valles, el
único constante ha sido la presencia del Señor Jesús
caminando a nuestro lado, apoyándonos con su amor,
misericordia y gracia. Atestiguar el compromiso de
la gente de nuestra diócesis de celebrar, profesar y
vivir nuestra fe católica ha hecho que ser parte de la
iglesia de Joliet sea una experiencia llena de júbilo, y
es lo que hace tan difícil tener que ir.
Un tiempo de despedida es también un tiempo de
reconciliación, por lo que sinceramente pediría perdón
a cualquiera que yo haya ofendido durante mis años
de Ministerio, ya sea por mis palabras o acciones, o
por las cosas que he fallado en hacer o decir.
La Diócesis de Joliet siempre será mi casa y
estará en mi corazón de una manera muy especial.
Yo prometo que serán recordados en mis oraciones
diarias, especialmente en la Misa, y les pido que se
acuerden de mí en la suyas. Tengo gran esperanza
en el conocimiento de que no importa dónde nos
reunamos para celebrar la Eucaristía, ya sea lejos o
cerca, siempre estaremos unidos en el cuerpo y la
sangre del Señor como un pueblo unido en la fe, la
esperanza y el amor.
Que Dios los bendiga.
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

Diocese of Joliet Awarded Grant to
Buy Equipment for Podcasting
The Diocese of Joliet was recently awarded a $1,500
communications grant from the National Catholic
Society of Foresters (NCSF), a member-based fraternal
organization.
“NCSF was established in 1891 to reach out and
help Catholics in communities throughout the
U.S. secure their future…. by making available life
insurance and retirement products along with valuable
member benefits that support the growth of strong
communities,” said Lisa Bickus, CEO of NCSF.
The grant money will be used to buy equipment that
will allow various diocesan offices to start podcasting.
A podcast is defined as a digital audio program that
people can download or click on their computers
or mobile devices to listen to at their leisure. Its
popularity is revealed by the following statistic: as of
2016, one in three Americans ages 12 or older say they
have listened to a podcast. It is extremely popular
among young adults.
“Podcasting has become a really popular way
for people to listen to subjects that they are really
interested in or want to learn more about,” said Edward
Flavin, the diocesan director of communications. “So
we are very thankful to the National Catholic Society
of Foresters for their generosity in awarding us a grant
to be able to buy the equipment we need to get this
off the ground. We are hopeful that, once our various
diocesan offices start creating various podcasts
relating to the faith next year, we will reach people
who are hungry for the Gospel message — especially
young adults, which is a top priority for our diocese.”

Ss. Peter & Paul Students Learn about the Weather
from CBS 2 Chicago Meteorologist
On Oct. 30, Mary Kay Kleist, a
CBS 2 Chicago meteorologist,
showed up with the CBS mobile
weather lab at a location in
Naperville she is quite familiar
with.
"Saints Peter & Paul School
holds a special place in my heart,
as my two children attended K-8,”
she said. “The all-school Mass was always my favorite, sharing
prayers with my children, their friends, and all of the families
we've spent so much time with over the years. I was honored
to be invited back to share my knowledge of meteorology
with the children."
Kleist was at the school to talk about her career and
meteorology to a morning assembly of kindergarten through
fifth grade students. Then, afterward, she broadcasted several
live segments, with the assistance of several third-throughfifth grade students.
Molly Bremner, a fourth grader, was one of the students
who helped Kleist out during one of the live segments. (She
told viewers what the temperature was.) In an interview with
the magazine, Bremner said one of the things that surprised
her from Kleist’s talk was how hurricanes look like a doughnut
hole that is going around in circles. She appreciated Kleist’s
advice to go to a safe spot if there is a tornado or storm.
Another student, Alex Dentice, said he also learned that it’s
important to be cautious when there are tornado warnings
or tornado watches. And he never really watched weather
reports on the television before.
“It's so much easier now seeing now that I've seen what it's
like doing it,” he said.

Joliet Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting Offers a Scouts Day of Reflection Retreat on Jan. 27
The strength of scouting in the
Catholic Church lies in the fact that the
scouting program affords such a suitable
environment for youth to worship and
grow spiritually. This is especially so with
scout retreats where a young person
can examine, share and experience
God’s word in a positive and nurturing
setting. Scouting’s values are similar to
our Christian values, and it is through
our efforts that we strive to motivate our
youth to be better Catholics throughout
their lives.
The Diocese of Joliet will hold its
annual Scout Day of Reflection Retreat
4

on Jan 27, 2018, at Holy Family Church
in Shorewood. The retreat will be
held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and is open to
boys and girls alike. This includes Girl
Scouts, Cub and Boy Scouts, Venture
Scouts, American Heritage Girls,
Camp Fire, Junior Catholic Daughters
of the Americas, Trail Life USA, and
any members of other Catholic youth
scouting programs.
The retreat is split into two sessions,
one for older scouts (grade 6+) and
younger scouts (grades 1-5) held
simultaneously. The retreat includes
Mass and lunch. For further information,
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registration, and permission forms,
please visit: http://www.dioceseof
joliet.org/scouting/sectioncontent.
php?secid=22
The JDCCS offers religious
recognitions and activity programs
for Catholic Scouts to grow in their
Catholic faith and the ideals of
scouting. After Easter each year,
a Religious Recognitions/Bishops
Scouting Mass is held, while the Ros-aRee Catholic Scout Retreat/Campout
Weekend is held in August. 		
For more information, go to http://
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/
LOCAL NEWS CONTINUES ON PAGE 23
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YOUR LIFE

What Does It Mean to Be

A C ON TEM PLAT IVE ?
eing a contemplative is not necessarily the
same as living a contemplative lifestyle. Monks
and nuns live a contemplative lifestyle. So do
many others who arrange their environment to be
conducive to attending to the Lord. Two friends of mine
have been living as hermits for decades now. They live in
the high desert in the Southwest. Each lives in a trailer.

Incarnate Word
… raise up
contemplatives.
Set pools of silence in
this thirsty land.

Their former students, and others, have helped these
hermits build a small oratory for prayer. They call their
desert sanctuary “Our Lady of the Place,” in honor of
Mary, and in remembrance of the first chapel of the
Carmelites on Mount Carmel. These hermits describe
themselves as “doorkeepers waiting the Master’s return.”

Nor is being a contemplative
necessarily the same as
practicing “contemplative prayer.”
In our time, contemplative prayer
is often used to identify certain
forms of prayer. This prayer uses
few words, images, or rituals,
and is mainly a silent prayer, a
wordless attention to the Lord.
The Trappist monk, Thomas
Merton, who lived in a hermitage,
described contemplative prayer
as “essentially, listening in
silence.” Sometimes, people who
have used many words in prayer
over the years find themselves
drawn beyond the words to a
wordless attention.
Traditionally, a distinction has
been made between meditation
and contemplation. Meditation
referred to our graced effort
to pray and be open to God;
contemplation referred to God’s
freely given self-gift of love.
Theologians today continue to
distinguish the two, but recognize
the difficulty in making too fine
a distinction. Prayer is always a
combination of God’s grace and
our grace-enabled efforts.
6

CASE STUDY: THE CARMELITES
The Carmelite Order in its 800
years has had to wrestle with the
meaning of contemplation. The
order began as a community of
hermits living in a small valley on
Mount Carmel in Israel. It was a
contemplative lifestyle, and the
men practiced contemplative
prayer. The Rule of Carmel says,
“Each one of you is to stay in or
near his own cell, pondering the
Lord’s law day and night.” The cells
were situated according to the lie
of the land. The hermits gathered
as a community for the Eucharist.
They had little active ministry
and were defined more by an
atmosphere of solitude and silence
However, when the community
migrated to Europe (1200s), it was
called to be one of the mendicant
orders of the Middle Ages, serving
various levels of society, especially
the poor, in the newly emerging
cities. No longer able to live in
solitude with extended periods of
silence, the order was challenged
to engage in active service in the
church, while still remaining a
contemplative community.

Christ is our Hope | DECEMBER 2017 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

– James McAuley

CONTEMPLATION TODAY
We now understand that
contemplation, rather than being
opposed to a busy, active life, is
a level of attentiveness to God
which accompanies and nourishes
our community life, our prayer,
and our service in the church. The
cell and silence are interiorized.
Contemplation is a deep listening as
we go about our activities. It is an
attitude of openness and trust, being
available to the Lord.
This openness to God’s
transforming love, no matter what
the context, is every Christian’s
vocation. Every Christian is called
to be a contemplative, to make a
hermitage of the heart where he or
she stands at the door, awaiting the
Lord’s approach.
The contemplative person is an
ordinary Christian who acknowledges
God’s presence in life, who is open to
experiencing that presence in daily
events and who humbly allows God’s
love to lead the way. One Carmelite
writer described contemplation as a
“long, loving look at the real.” A test
of contemplative prayer is a growing
compassion for our wounded world.

YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
LIFE

STORY BY
FATHER
JOHN WELCH,
O.CARM.,

who is on
the Board
of Members
at Joliet
Catholic
Academy.

Hunger during the Holidays

YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY
BY MAGGIE SNOW

A

s Christmas
approaches, many of

us plan our favorite meals
to share with family and
friends. We attend parties
with delicious treats.
However, these holiday
feasts are not attainable
for the poor and vulnerable
within the Diocese of Joliet.
Catholic Charities operates
several programs to meet
the needs of those who are
struggling and require food
assistance.

Catholic Charities recently
launched a Paper Plate Project
to help draw attention to
the local concern of food
insecurity. These simple paper
plates represent the voices of
the hungry in our community.
As individuals waited in line
to receive food at Catholic
Charities’ Mobile Food Pantries
and ate meals at Shepherd’s
Table, they were asked…
“What is your story? How does
Catholic Charities help your
family?”
In their own words.
In their own handwriting.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
PROVIDES SERVICES TO THE POOR
THROUGHOUT THE DIOCESE OF
JOLIET. IF YOU ARE MOVED BY
THE STORIES IN THE PAPER PLATE
PROJECT, PLEASE CONSIDER
MAKING A GIFT TO CATHOLIC
CHARITIES’ HOLIDAY APPEAL AT
CATHOLICCHARITIESJOLIET.ORG
OR BY CALLING 815.724.1140.
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YOUR FAITH

ASK THE
PRIEST

A GAZE OF FAITH:
Contemplating Christ
during Christmas

I

have been fascinated over the last couple
of months with the Dominican saints. I have

always been attracted to the Dominicans, who
purpose themselves “to praise, to bless and to
preach.” St. Dominic is my favorite saint, and I
have long sat at the feet of St. Thomas Aquinas
and his simultaneously austere and beautiful
teaching. St. Rose of Lima, a Dominican tertiary,
and St. Martin de Porres, a Dominican lay
brother, were the first saints that I “met” and the
first relics that I venerated.

STORY BY
FATHER
MICHAEL
PAWLOWICZ,

ISTOCK

a parochial
vicar at
St. Matthew
Parish,
Glendale
Heights

While I always envied their primary mission of
preaching (I very much envisioned them as sons of St.
Paul in the Areopagus), it was not until I visited the
town of Fanjeaux, France, that I came to see the fuller
picture. Down the hill, past the path where St. Dominic
was nearly hacked to pieces by brigands, there still
lies the first house of prayer that Dominic founded.
Contrary to my expectations, it was not a house of
preaching brothers at all. Rather, it was a convent
of contemplative nuns at Prouilhe, the first-fruits
of Dominic’s preaching against the Cathars. There,
away from the great hill, along the plain and away
from the busyness of the city, is the haven where the

8
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converted win grace for the converters. Contemplari et
contemplata aliis tradere … to contemplate and to hand
on to others the fruits of contemplation.
The Catechism calls contemplative prayer “a gaze
of faith, fixed on Jesus” (CCC #2715). This is the
prayer of the shepherds as they laid their eyes upon
the Child in the manger. Scripture says that “they
went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. And when they saw it they
made known the saying which had been told them
concerning this child” (Luke 2:16-17). Similarly prayed
the three kings — Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar
— at the first Epiphany: “And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they
fell down and worshipped Him” (Matthew 2:11). The
prophet Simeon looked upon the king-yet-baby Jesus
in the temple and blessed God saying, “mine eyes
have seen thy salvation” (Luke 2:30).
So much has rightly been made of the importance
of evangelization in recent years, the obligation of
all Christians to preach Jesus
and proclaim His salvation to
the world. However, before the
The more that
shepherds evangelized, they
we
learn to do
contemplated. Before the kings
returned, they gazed. Before
this, the more
Simeon blessed, he looked upon
Christmas will
the Child — He who was “the
truly become
King of ages, immortal, invisible,
for us a ‘silent
the only God” (I Timothy 1:17)
night, holy
has appeared in the flesh, “being
night’ for
born in the likeness of men”
(Philippians 2:7), that we may
which we can
learn to gaze upon Him: first with
then praise
our eyes and then with our souls.
and bless God
Despite his own preaching
and proclaim
and then founding the Order
that ‘which
of Preachers, it is said that St.
we
have seen
Dominic rarely spoke. When he
did, it was only with God or of
with our eyes,
God. His brothers recount that
which we have
he would spend long amounts of
looked upon.’
time, especially at night, “with his
gaze fixed on the Crucified One,
looking upon Him with perfect
attention” (4th Way of Prayer). As we prepare for the
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, be sure to spend
extra time simply gazing upon the Lord. You need not
say anything. Look at Him and gaze at Him with love.
The more that we learn to do this, the more Christmas
will truly become for us a “silent night, holy night” for
which we can then praise and bless God and proclaim
that “which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon” (I John 1:1).

SEMINARIAN

Members
of Deacon
Horan’s
family
include
(from right
to left): Ray
Horan, dad;
Kay, mom;
Deacon
Horan; Laura,
sister; and
Pat, Laura’s
boyfriend.

MY SON,

J

the Seminarian

ohn Horan is a theology 4 seminarian in the Diocese of
Joliet. He is a transitional deacon and will be ordained to the

priesthood next spring. The magazine recently asked Ray Horan,
John’s dad, and a parishioner at St. Raphael Parish in Naperville,
some questions about his son.

WHAT MADE YOU REALIZE
YOUR SON WAS INTERESTED IN
BEING A PRIEST?
During his college years
at the University of Illinois
in Champaign, John became
actively involved at the St. John
Newman Center while living on
campus during his first couple of
years there. He was involved in
attending and giving retreats for
fellow college students. He also
served as an assistant sacristan
during his final year there. He
developed really good friendships
with other Catholic students and
was inspired by their strong faith.

LOOKING BACK, WHAT
DO YOU THINK THE MAIN
INFLUENCES WERE THAT LED
HIM TO THE SEMINARY?
I believe John started hearing
the call for a possible priesthood
vocation while working one
summer for the diocese helping
lead Totus Tuus retreats. It's
ironic: while leading students to
learn and grow in their faith, his
own faith began to blossom and
grow stronger and deeper.

WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION
ONCE YOU REALIZED HIS
INTENTIONS WERE REALLY
SERIOUS?
We were proud that he would
want to commit his life to
serving others. At the same time,
we were concerned that he was a
young adult, only 20 at the time,
and thought that was really very
young to be making a lifetime
commitment. I thought he might
want to consider working a
few years and get some reallife experiences under his belt,
experiences which could serve
him in his role as priest later
on should his call to a religious
vocation still be there when he
was a little older. He explained
that it was a decision he was
making after a lot of prayer and
soul searching and certainly not
on a whim. It would be at the
seminary where he would learn if
the calling was for real. He said
his journey to the priesthood
would require six years of study
and formation after his college
graduation, which would be a
very long discernment time.

WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE TO PARENTS
WHEN THEIR SON TELLS THEM HE IS
SERIOUS ABOUT ENTERING THE SEMINARY?
It's important for parents to realize that their
son's life is truly his life, and not their life. I may
have had plans that my son would marry his
girlfriend, have children and that possibly one day
my wife, Kay, and I would have grandchildren and
all those wonderful family experiences. We needed to let our plans for our son's life become his
plan for his life. That may seem obvious, but if you
are a person who wants to be in control of everything, like sometimes I feel I am, it’s hard. I would
advise parents to pray, trust in God’s plan for your
son, and know that their son's journey through
the seminary will provide them with more wonderful experiences than they could ever imagine.

HOW HAS HIS JOURNEY AFFECTED
YOUR FAITH LIVES AND THE FAITH LIVES
WITHIN YOUR FAMILY?
My faith has grown deeper and richer. It is
amazing how many family members and parishioners come up to me and let me know they are
praying for him and all the seminarians. When
someone sees someone that they know become a
seminarian, it causes them to pause and reflect on
their own faith life.

WHY DO YOU THINK BECOMING A DIOCESAN
PRIEST IS THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR SON?
I had the same question when he first told us
about his calling to be a priest. I asked him if he
had considered possibly being a Jesuit or Franciscan or possibly some other order priest as opposed to a diocesan priest. He had thought about
those and liked what he saw in what he would be
called to do as a diocesan priest. I like the idea of
him working and serving in parishes in an area less
than an hour drive from our home. We will be able
to see him more often.

HOW CAN PARISHES BEST SUPPORT
THEIR SEMINARIANS?
By praying for them and supporting activities
that go into supporting seminaries. Please treat
them as real people. These young men aren't
perfect; they are like everybody else — full of good
intentions and energy, but also full of doubts and
insecurities as well. Thank them for their service
and efforts to build up our Church and make a
positive difference in the world. They have good
hearts and want the best for everyone, so try to
make them feel like part of your family.
9
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Hope to Build Faith Among Young Adults

A

T THE HEART of one of Pope Francis’ major pastoral
mindsets is the concept of “encounter.” In a homily from a
couple of years ago, the Holy Father said people need to
look beyond their own needs and wants to be able to understand
the needs and wants of others.
“In this ‘stepping out,’ [of ourselves],” Pope Francis said, “it is
important to be ready for encounter. For me this word is very
important. Encounter with others… Because faith is an encounter
with Jesus, and we must do what Jesus does: encounter others.”

With that theme in mind, a new
ministry team formed by young
adults from across the diocese
have put together an event on
Dec. 16 in downtown Naperville
called “Encounter Nights.” The
ministry team, referring to itself as
the Tenth Hour Initiative, describe
the event as “a powerful evening
of encountering other young
adults in a comfortable setting
with time set aside for praying
together, worshipping together,
socializing and meeting old and
new friends alike, but ultimately
and most importantly, for
10

encountering Jesus himself.”
One of the organizers of the
night, Omar Barraza, a parishioner
at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in
Naperville as well as the team
director for the initiative, put
it this way: “Encounter Nights
purpose is twofold. First, it is a
young-adult response to the Holy
Father’s exhortation in “Evangelii
Gaudium” [“The Joy of the
Gospel”], in which he is inviting ‘all
Christians, everywhere, at this very
moment, to a renewed personal
encounter with Jesus Christ, or
at least an openness to letting
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him encounter them’ [EG 3]. So,
in answering that call, a renewed
encounter with Jesus has to be —
and is — central to everything we
are about and working toward as
a ministry. But secondly, the more
we renew this personal encounter
with Christ as individuals and as
Church, the more we are driven to
go outside of ourselves and the
more we seek to encounter others
as well — for that is what Jesus
Himself did.”
Barraza shared more of Pope
Francis’ wisdom from the “Joy
of the Gospel” that has inspired
the Tenth Hour Initiative in
creating the Encounter Nights:
“Pope Francis is stressing the
fact that ‘no one should think
that this invitation [to a renewed
encounter] is not meant for him or
her, since no one is excluded from
the joy brought by the Lord.’ [EG
3] The fact that no one is excluded
and all our invited is key,” Barraza
said. “This invitation applies to
everyone, whether they’ve grown
up attending church their entire

ENCOUNTER:
WHAT IS IT?
A powerful
evening of
encountering
other young
adults in a
comfortable
setting with time
set aside for
praying together,
worshipping
together,
socializing and
meeting old and
new friends alike,
but ultimately
and most
importantly, for
encountering
Jesus himself.

TENTH HOUR INITIATIVE
This term comes from a passage in the Bible, in the
first chapter of John, where Jesus asked two disciples
of John: “What are you looking for?” And the disciples
replied: “Rabbi, where are you staying?” And Jesus
said: “Come and see.” After coming and seeing for
themselves, the disciples followed him from that
moment on. The Gospel writer said the time of day
was the 10th hour, which was the Jewish people’s way
of saying 4 p.m. With that in mind, the Tenth Hour
Initiative team works to provide opportunities for
young adults to experience their own “Tenth Hour,” in
which Jesus’ invitation to “come and see” is always an
open invitation.

lives or have equally never graced
the doors of a church ever. In
Christ, we are all one body, and it
is Christ’s love which brings about
authentic unity.
“It is in this spirit,” Barraza
continued, “that we are looking to
bring together the entire youngadult community as one within the
Joliet diocese to seek the Lord’s
face, encounter Him, and be filled
up with His love
to enable us to
“IN RENEWING OUR
more effectively
ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST,
encounter
WHETHER IT’S FOR THE FIRST others. And
TIME OR ONE-HUNDREDTH
herein lies our
second purpose:
TIME, WE MUST JOIN CHRIST
in renewing our
HIMSELF IN ENCOUNTERING
encounter with
OTHERS WITH HIS LOVE.”
Christ, whether
it’s for the first
— OMAR
time
or
one-hundredth
time,
BARRAZA
we must join Christ Himself in
encountering others with His love.
“So, if I only had four words to
sum up the planned Encounter
Nights,” Barraza said, “it would be
these: Encounter Christ. Encounter
others. We desire to re-awaken
people to the love God has for
them and, as Pope Francis so
often talks about, to accompany
them on their journeys wherever
they are at. But, ultimately, our
FOR MORE
end goal as a community is to
INFORMATION,
encourage and help one another
VISIT
fulfill the purpose for which we’ve
FACEBOOK.COM/
all been created: to know God,
TENTHHOUR
to love God, and to serve God in
INITIATIVE

this life, so that we can be happy
with Him in the next. And we
want to do this together. We are
inviting young adults from across
the suburbs to come together
and pray with us for a renewal of
hearts and minds throughout the
diocese, as we renew our personal
encounter with Christ, and then
go out and encounter others. The
time has come for young adults
within the Church to mobilize.”
The plan is for Encounter
Nights to be held every two
months at locations across the
diocese, Barraza said. The Dec.
16 kickoff event will be held at
the theater at Meiley-Swallow
Hall, on North Central College’s
campus in Naperville, from 7-10
p.m. A typical evening will consist
of dynamic praise-and-worship
music to kick-off the evening, as
well as beautiful sacred music
later in the night; short, personal
testimonies from the local youngadult community; a keynote
speaker; adoration in front of the
Eucharist; quiet-time for prayer;
priests available for confession;
the availability for prayer-teams to
pray with you, if you choose; and
time for socializing and hanging
out afterwards.
“Some people have asked why
we wouldn’t have these Encounter
Nights more often, which is a
great sign of interest within the
community,” Barraza said. “But we
specifically chose the two-month
interval between Encounter Nights
because we want young adults
to be as involved and plugged in
with their own parishes as they
can. And if there is not an existing
young adult group at their parish,
we highly encourage those young
adults to come network with
others at these Encounter Nights
and perhaps meet young adults
from their area with whom they
could go back to their pastor and
say, ‘There is a group of us that
wants to help — how can we work
with you to start a ministry for
young adults at our parish?’

“At the end of the day,”
Barraza said, “we are seeking to
complement parish-based ministry
— not compete with it — and offer
an opportunity for every parish
within the diocese to send young
adults to these diocese-wide
gatherings to be filled up with
more of Christ. The hope is that
here they can be connected to
other believers for support. They
can be inspired and challenged to
live their Christian life in a way that
is radical — radically Christ-like. If
all of us as Catholics started doing
this — living and loving radically for
Christ — we would soon capture
the attention of the secular world.”
The theme of the first Encounter
Night is “Encountering Jesus
through the Heart of Mary.”
“Why Mary? It’s because Mary
was the first Christian,” Barraza
said, “and she is the perfect
model of discipleship, the perfect
Christian. If we are going to
be challenging one another to
holiness and to authentically
live the Christian life, then what
better model to look up to than
to look up to our Mother Mary?
To allow ourselves to see more
fully into her heart is to allow our
own hearts to be set on fire by
those elements of radicalness in
her: that radical availability, that
radical openness, that radical
humility, and, ultimately, that
radical surrender and radical
‘yes’ to God, which completely
changed the history of the world…
As a young adult community,
if we are going to bring Christ
forth into an increasingly secular
world, then we need to have the
radical availability that Mary had
and say ‘yes’ to the work of the
Holy Spirit in us. Some people
could be questioning, ‘How is
this possible?’ to which I would
simply say, ‘With God, all things
are possible.’ We are on the brink
of an exciting time for the young
adult community right now in our
diocese, and we need all hands on
deck. Let’s do this.”
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YOUR STORY

hristmas has always been my favorite time of year for as long as I can
remember. I loved it more than summer vacation and Halloween combined!
However, as I’ve gone through various stages of my life, the reasons why I
love the Christmas season so much have changed in many ways. Despite those
changes in perception, it’s still “the most wonderful time of the year” to me.

As a child, I loved seeing all the decorations, playing
outside in the snow, hearing all the Christmas music
coming from my family’s record player in the dining
room, as well as soaking in the scents from the
Christmas tree and the food cooking in the kitchen
from my Polish grandmother. But most of all, I loved
getting the presents. My parents, of course, tried to
instill in me and my siblings that Christmas was much
more important than gifts; we were celebrating the
birth of our Lord Jesus. But when you’re a kid, you like
toys! So I still remember the Christmases where I got
my Nintendo 64 or some of my favorite Transformers.
12

STORY BY
NICK LABANCA,

a parishioner
at St. Joseph
Parish,
Lockport
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But as I grew up into my pre-teen and teenage
years, my perception changed regarding Christmas.
The wonder of childhood had evaporated a bit, but I
still looked forward to seeing family, and, of course,
the gifts too. I began to appreciate our Lord’s focus on
this holiday as well. I had been volunteering as an altar
server more and more, and in 8th grade I was able to
serve midnight Mass. It was a wonderful experience, and
I really did feel joy in my heart to know that our God,
Jesus Christ, came down from heaven to redeem us.
But then the Christmas parties would hit, and I’d start
focusing more on the material things. So I was maturing

COVER STORY

in my understanding of the Christmas season, but at a
slow rate. My perception really didn’t change until just a
few years ago, as I got more in touch with my faith.
Once I began dating my wife and we started talking
about our future family, I realized that, in getting
married, I wouldn’t only be making a commitment to her;
I’d also be making a commitment to pass on our Catholic
faith to our children This was really eye opening for me. I
began to mature more rapidly in my faith.
Once my oldest son was born, I knew I had a duty
to educate him in the faith and to lead him to a
relationship with our Lord. I had to put God first in
everything — and that included Christmas. I began to
understand how important the Incarnation really was,
how it was truly the focal point of human history. I
finally realized what a beautiful gift God had given us,
and I could never be totally happy with material gifts
on Christmas again. This is something I know I need to
get across to my children.
Sadly, it may be even more difficult to teach my
children the truth about Christmas when our culture
bombards all of us with imagery that the divine is
a falsehood. I’ve seen this on full display during the
Christmas season, right in the middle of Chicago. Most
are probably familiar with the Christkindlmarket in
Daly Plaza. Next to the Nativity scene, there’s been
one display that has been insulting the intelligence
of Christians for several years now. I’m talking about
the giant “ ‘A’ is for Atheism” display. Next to the
obnoxiously large “A” is a placard that reads, “At this
season of the Winter Solstice, we celebrate the birth of
the Unconquered Sun — the true reason for the season.
[This sign] has been erected... to promote rational
thinking over superstition …” This kind of “thinking”
has led to several myths about the origin of Christmas.
Here’s a response to a couple of them.

MYTH #1: Christmas evolved from the Roman
holiday, Saturnalia
I first heard this one watching the Christmas episode
of The Boondocks in 2005. One of the characters,
10-year-old Huey, “schools” his grandfather on the
meaning of Christmas, telling him that Christmas
is a pagan holiday. While Christians and pagans
both feasted and gave gifts on these holidays, the
similarities basically end there.
First off, Saturnalia was celebrated from Dec.
17-23 each year. If Christians were trying to rip off
of Saturnalia, why not celebrate the Nativity on the
17th? Second, the early Christians were steadfastly
opposed to all forms of paganism. As Father Dwight
Longenecker puts it, “They had inherited from the

Jewish-first Christians the conviction that the pagan
gods were demons … That’s why, rather than [make
offerings], they were willing to be deprived of their
property, exiled, imprisoned, tortured and killed.”
Saturnalia was a harvest festival, as Saturn was the
god of agriculture. It had nothing to do with the “Sun
of Righteousness” — which leads us to our next myth.

MYTH #2: Christmas has its origins in the Feast
of the Unconquered Sun (Sol Invictus)

I finally
realized
what a
beautiful
gift God
had given
us, and
I could
never be
totally
happy with
material
gifts on
Christmas
again.

This myth has gone around since the Reformation,
perpetuated by German Protestant Paul Ernst
Jablonski, who wanted to show that Catholics had
paganized the "pure Christianity" of the early Church
by noting how the Julian calendar had the Winter
Solstice falling on Dec. 25. Jablonski had no scholarly
backing, just a pre-conceived, false notion to back up
his own anti-Catholic feelings. The theory stated that
the birth of the Roman sun god, Sol, was celebrated on
Dec. 25, meaning the day had a pagan origin instead
of a Christian origin. Here’s the problem. This particular
feast didn't begin being celebrated until the year 278
when Emperor Aurelian started promoting the cult of
Sol. Furthermore, it didn't even start being celebrated
on Dec. 25 until the year 360 during Emperor Julian
the Apostate's reign. This is obviously well after
Constantine had converted to Christianity, and we can
see this in Julian moving the day of this feast to Dec.
25 to try and "compete" against Christmas, which was
already well established by this time.
Thankfully, there is a more plausible theory for the
reasoning of the date of Christmas. Many Church
Fathers of the East are known to have agreed that the
date of Christ's death on Good Friday happened on
March 25. Also, according to Jewish oral tradition, it was
said that among Jewish holy men, a great prophet (like
Moses) died on the same day of his birth or conception.
This means they lived their lives in whole or “integral”
years. Notice that the Feast of the Annunciation is
commemorated by the Church on March 25. This feast
is celebrated as the day of Jesus’ conception.
What's nine months after March 25? December 25. In
other words, Christmas.
I want to teach my children the truth about
Christmas. They’re going to hear a lot of noise growing
up, but I want them to know that this holiday is all
about Jesus — and is only about Jesus. We can surely
admit it would appear that Dec. 25 is not the actual
day of Jesus’ birth; however, keep in mind that on
Christmas we are not celebrating Jesus’ birthday.
Instead, we are celebrating Jesus’ birth and giving
thanks to God for the gift of the Incarnation.
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ASCENSION OF OUR LORD PARISH

Celebrates 50th-Year Anniversary

W

hen Paula Rooney’s youngest son was around four years old, she remembers
walking up with him to receive Communion. After she received the host, she

recalls her son shouting out, “When am I going to get the Body of Christ?”
Rooney remembers thinking at that moment: “This is my faith home.” She said he was
comfortable shouting out what he said because he always went to Mass with the family,
and, thus, understood from a child’s perspective the importance of the Body of Christ.
And, as a result, she felt happy that Ascension of Our Lord Parish was her faith home.
“It still feels like home,” she added.

STORY BY
CARLOS
BRICEÑO
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Many Ascension parishioners
have been feeling nostalgic lately
because the parish has been
celebrating its 50th anniversary,
which culminated with a Golden
Jubilee Mass on Nov. 12, with a
dinner/reception that followed at
Abbington Banquets in Glen Ellyn.
As Paula Rooney recently mined

for memories about her parish,
which she and her family have
made their spiritual home since
1980, she found there were lots
to choose from, mainly because
she and her family have been so
active there. For instance, she and
her husband, Peter, have been
lectors, participants in faithsharing groups and catechists in
the religious education program.
Her daughter, meanwhile, plays the
clarinet in one of the music groups
at the church.
She remembers her husband’s
first Mass as an ordained deacon,
which started a new chapter in
their faith life at Ascension, she
said. Another time was when
she and her husband renewed
their vows on their 40th wedding
anniversary. Peter was the deacon
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during the Mass, but then, at the
end of it, he took off his alb, and
they stood in front of the priest,
with their children around them.
“I was going through
chemotherapy for cancer at
the time,” Paula said, “and this
moment made me feel that God
was right there at my side, and
that everything would be ok.”
What she also appreciates
about Ascension is its prayerful
atmosphere.
“There are many people who
come to this church just because
they like the climate of the
church,” she said. “It's very quiet
and prayerful. I think, for us, we
enjoy that quiet. My husband and
I came from very large parishes
in the city of Chicago. This parish
was a little smaller, and it seemed
to have a little slower pace. In life,
it's nice to have that quiet.”
The parish was first established
on Nov. 9, 1967, by the diocese’s
second bishop, Romeo Blanchette,
who was aware of the need for
a church to serve Catholics who
lived between Roosevelt Road on
the north, 31st on the south, Route
83 on the east and Meyers Road
on the west.

The first Mass was celebrated
by the parish’s founding pastor,
Father James C. Duffy, on Nov.
19, 1967 at Montini Catholic High
School in Lombard. Almost 500
people showed up for the two
Masses that day. Masses were held
at the high school until the new
church was built.
Groundbreaking for the new
church took place on May 17,
1971, with the first Mass held later
that year, on Sept. 5, with Bishop
Blanchette and Father Duffy
concelebrating. Within the next
year, construction was started on
what is now the rectory.
An addition was added to the
church building in 1995, which
included a parish center and
religious education classrooms.
Renovations to the interior and
exterior of the church were also
completed in 1995. The current
exterior looks different than it did
in 1971.
Dr. Barbara Santucci, along
with her parents and siblings,
were founding members of the
parish. She was a young adult
when Father Duffy was the pastor,
and she remembers him being
wonderful at growing the parish.
“He was a gracious — and
determined — priest and leader,”
she said, “and we enjoyed having
him as our pastor and listening
to his homilies. It was a young,
growing parish. We had a diverse
group of people from the area.
Father Duffy and his associates
helped to build the congregation
into a vibrant one. Our parents,
Rocco and Anne Christofano,
were immediately drawn to the
faith community that Father Duffy
was working to build. They were

active parishioners of Ascension
of Our Lord Church and were
informal ambassadors, recruiting
new neighbors and friends to join
the parish. They renewed their
marriage vows at the church
three times — for their 25th, their
40th, and their 60th anniversaries
— and were proud to see my
sister married there in 1974.
More recently, my sister and her
husband returned to Ascension
to renew their own vows for their
40th anniversary.”
The transition of leadership –
from Father Duffy, to each pastor
that followed – has helped the
parish adapt and grow to meet
the needs of its community, said
Dr. Santucci, who today serves as
a Eucharist minister and lector,
as well as on the Parish Council.
“Each pastor has left a special
mark on Ascension, and we are all
the better for it,” she said.
Nowadays, the parish has more
than 800 families, and the current
pastor, Father Jose Kadukunnel,
CMI, talked about the impact
of the parish has had on the
community in an interview with
the magazine.
“Over these last 50 years,
Ascension of Our Lord has been
the Catholic presence in the
towns of Oakbrook Terrace and
Oakbrook,” said Father Jose.
“Our weekday Mass time is at
noon, which attracts people from
neighboring towns and businesses.
It is likely that the noon Mass will
have anywhere between 100-200
people in attendance depending
on the time of year. Through the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, we
have an active food pantry and
an outreach to our veterans. By

the end of the anniversary year,
our faith formation programs will
serve all generations of our parish
community.”
Father Jose has been the pastor
at the parish for two years, and he
added that he was “very proud,
blessed and humbled” to be the
shepherd of the parish as it was
celebrating its 50th anniversary,
which he labeled as “an important
milestone.”
“My predecessors who have
served as pastors have laid the
very foundation that I, the staff,
and the people of the parish
continue to build upon,” said
Father Jose, who is the parish’s
fifth pastor. (The others included
Father Duffy, Father William
Cullen, Father J. Damien Graziano,
and Father Donnelly.)

We want a parish composed of people who
continue and complete the work of Jesus;
[people who have] hope, having a commitment
to all people of this parish, regardless of age;
and a community that may be evangelizing to
attract others to

Christ and His Church.

As for what his hopes for the
future were, Father Jose replied:
“We want a parish composed
of people who continue and
complete the work of Jesus;
[people who have] hope, having
a commitment to all people of
this parish, regardless of age;
and a community that may be
evangelizing to attract others
to Christ and His Church, a holy
community that continues to grow
in the virtues, especially in faith,
hope and charity.”
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Catholic School Leaders
Hope New Law Turns into a
Blessing for Some Students
STORY BY
CARLOS
BRICEÑO

late August, Gov. Bruce Rauner signed into law Senate Bill
1947, which allows taxpayers to donate to scholarshipgranting organizations (SGO) and receive credit on their
state income taxes. Then, the organizations could use the donated
money to grant scholarships to qualifying students to attend their
school of choice, such as a Catholic or other private school.

To encourage financial
donations, the new law says that
corporations and individuals will
receive a 75-percent state income
tax credit for their contributions.
In essence, the program will
allow low-income and workingclass students choice in
WANT TO READ MORE?
the school they attend.
WWW.ILCATHOLIC.ORG/
“The Illinois Tax Credit
WHAT-ARE-THE-DETAILSOF-THE-NEW-SCHOLARSHIP- Scholarship Program is a
TAX-CREDIT/
tremendous opportunity
to make the excellent education
provided in our Catholic schools
available to families of all income
levels,” said Father John Belmonte,
S.J., the diocesan superintendent
of the Catholic Schools Office.
“More parents will have a choice
when they make that all-important
decision about where to send their
children to school. This legislation
enables parents to choose how
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to educate their children and to
exercise what Pope Francis calls
every parent’s ‘duty and primary
and indispensable right.’ ”
The Catholic Conference of
Illinois also praised the new law.
“Access to a quality education is
one of the greatest social justice
issues of our time, and is much
too important to be determined
solely by where a student lives,”
according to a statement by the
conference, which is the public
policy voice of the Illinois bishops
in the six dioceses in the state. “As
Pope Francis notes in ‘The Joy of
Love,’ ‘… the overall education of
children is a ‘most serious duty’
and at the same time a ‘primary
right’ of parents.’ We believe
the new legislation will help
give students and their parents
the opportunity to choose their
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education and their future. We are
grateful to the governor and the
legislative leaders on both sides
of the aisle for choosing sensible
compromise in making this choice
a reality in Illinois. The governor
and other elected officials deserve
our praise for turning an out-ofdate school funding blueprint into
a distribution formula that is both
fair and equitable across the state.”
Larry A. White, the principal at St.
Mary Nativity School in Joliet, also
had positive things to say about
the law. He views it as benefitting
Catholic schools, in general, and his
school, in particular.
“It's going to tremendously
benefit non-public schools,” he
said. “It's a long time in coming. It
can do nothing but benefit us as a
non-public school. For my school,
potentially, I could see it helping
us increase our enrollment. We
have done so over the last couple
of years. … Where our difficulty
has been is the affordability for
people. But, with this legislation,
that will certainly directly benefit
those individuals, so I anticipate
our enrollment will increase again.”

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:
Who qualifies for the scholarships?
A student qualifies if his or her family earns 300%
of the federal poverty level or less (in other words,
a family of four earning $73,800 or less for the 2017
tax year). The student must also have been eligible
to attend a public elementary school or high school
in Illinois in the semester immediately preceding
the semester for which he or she first receives a
scholarship, or the student must be starting school in
Illinois for the first time when he or she first receives
a scholarship. Students currently enrolled in Catholic
schools can qualify!
From January 1 to April 1, priority will be given to
students from each of the following categories:
• Students who received a scholarship from 		
an SGO during the previous school year;
• Students who are members of a household 		
whose previous year’s total annual income
does not exceed 185% of the federal poverty
level ($24,600 for a family of 4);
• Students who are siblings of students currently
receiving a scholarship. After April 1, all other
qualifying students will be able to receive
scholarships.

How much is the state tax credit worth?
Any donating taxpayer will receive a 75% credit.
This means that if a donor donates $10,000, they will
receive a state tax credit of $7,500. Donations by a
single taxpayer are capped at $1 million. Individuals
can direct their donations to a school or subset of
schools of their choice but not to particular students;
corporate donors cannot direct their donations to
specific schools.

“ACCESS TO A QUALITY EDUCATION
IS ONE OF THE GREATEST SOCIAL
JUSTICE ISSUES OF OUR TIME, AND
IS MUCH TOO IMPORTANT TO BE
DETERMINED SOLELY BY WHERE A
STUDENT LIVES.”

How does that donation process work?
Beginning on Jan. 1, 2018, individual and corporate
donors will be able to apply for tax credits on a
Department of Revenue website. The department
will issue rules to define the application process.
If approved, the donor will be given a contribution
authorization certificate. The department shall issue
contribution authorization certificates on a firstcome, first-served basis based upon the date of the
taxpayer's application for the certificate. The donor
will then have 60 days to donate the amount they
reserved to the SGO of their choice.
After donating, the donor will receive, within 30
days, a certificate of receipt from the SGO, indicating
that a donation was made. Within 10 days of issuing
a certificate of receipt, the SGO will then notify the
Department of Revenue that the donation was made.
If a donor doesn’t donate, rescinds their donation, or
gives less than they indicated to the Department of
Revenue, they will not receive any tax credit.

How is the scholarship amount a student
receives determined?
In order to qualify for a scholarship, a student’s
family will have to give official documentation to the
SGO of their annual income. Based on how a student’s
household income compares to the federal poverty
level, a student will receive the following:
• For students whose household income is 		
less than 185%, the scholarship will be 100% 		
of tuition and necessary fees;
• For students whose household income is 		
between 185% and 250%, scholarships will
average 75% of tuition and necessary fees; and
• For students whose household income is above
250%, scholarships will average 50% of tuition
and necessary fees.
Monies will be distributed on a first come-first
served basis. It’s important to gather financial
materials/tax and income forms in advance to be
ready as soon as the application opens.
The six dioceses of Illinois have decided to
use Empower Illinois as their SGO. Donors may
designate a specific Catholic school or schools as
the scholarship recipient. Current and prospective
Catholic school students are eligible to apply for
scholarships beginning Feb. 1, 2018.
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Projected results for year ending
December 31, 2017
Diocese of Joliet
Development and Stewardship Office
Blanchette Catholic Center
16555 Weber Road
Crest Hill, Illinois 60403
(815) 838-8515

For more information:
jolietdioceseappeal.org
18

Christ is our Hope | DECEMBER 2017 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Each Advent, as I prepare to celebrate the
birth of our Savior, I take time to prayerfully reflect
on all we have accomplished in the Diocese of
Joliet over the past year. With heartfelt thanks for
the dedication and support of our faithful to the
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), much
has been accomplished. I truly have been touched
again this year by the generosity of thousands of
people across the Diocese of Joliet.
Our CMAA allows us to do important and
necessary work here in our Diocese. Gifts to the
annual appeal this past year provided support for
the work of thirty ministries, including Catholic
Charities, Vocations, Catholic Schools and Religious
Education. It is through these ministries that we
do the work of God’s Church on earth, providing
aid and comfort to those in need while spreading
the Gospel message.
I am very grateful for the generous response
to our Diocese’s appeal each year. This closing
report provides a review of the 2017 Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal, including individual
parish results. I hope you find this information
both insightful and inspiring.
Please know how thankful I am for your
faithfulness to our Diocese. May the grace and
peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you during
this joyous Advent season.

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of Joliet

Financial Officer’s Report
Dear Fellow Catholics of the Diocese of Joliet,
Thank you for opening your hearts and making
the 2017 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA)
a success. More than 36,800 parishioners generously
donated approximately $8 million to this year’s
appeal. We anticipate that $945,000 of this amount
will be rebated back to over 86 parishes that
exceeded their goal. This is encouraging news for
our Diocese and our parishes.
As the Financial Officer for the Diocese of Joliet,
I encounter daily the wonderful work done by the
many agencies that serve the people of our Diocese.
Whether it is feeding the poor, providing shelter
for the homeless, funding the education costs for
our deacons and our future priests in the seminary,
overseeing our schools or providing the many other
services available in the Diocese, the needs are quite
significant. Without the support of so many, this
important work would not get accomplished.
Please be assured that we work diligently to
be good stewards of the financial resources you
have entrusted to us. We make it our personal
responsibility to make sure your gift is put to good
use supporting the many ministries and the needs
of the less fortunate. All of us who work at the
Diocese are committed to this principle.
On behalf of everyone at the Diocese, I wish to
express our sincere gratitude for your support. This
gratitude also extends to our pastors, parish staff
and volunteers for their help in making the annual
appeal a success. Our appeal is truly a diocesan-wide
team effort.
Please accept our best wishes to you and
your loved ones for a holy Advent and a joyous
Christmas season.

The Catholic Ministries Annual
Appeal helps support:

With sincere appreciation,

Thank you for supporting
the 2017 Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal!

Mike Bava
Chief Financial Officer

Catholic Charities
Catholic and Religious Education
Seminarian Education and Vocations
Family and Life Ministries
Hispanic and other Ethnic Ministries
Missions
Justice and Peace
Chaplains
Parish Rebates
and many more ministries

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
projected results for year ending
December 31, 2017
GOAL
2015: $6.5 million
2016: $6.7 million
2017: $7.1 million
DONOR HOUSEHOLDS
2015: 38,450
2016: 38,525
2017: 36,800
TOTAL COLLECTED
2015: $7,645,000
2016: $8,101,000
2017: $8,000,000
REBATES TO PARISHES
2015: $838,000
2016: $958,000
2017: $945,000

jolietdioceseappeal.org
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Parish Name
City
Ascension of Our Lord Parish
Assumption of the B.V.M Parish
Assumption Parish
Cathedral of St. Raymond
Christ the King Parish
Christ the Servant Parish
Corpus Christi Catholic Church
Divine Mercy Parish
Divine Savior Parish
Holy Cross Parish
Holy Family Parish
Holy Ghost Parish
Holy Spirit Catholic Community
Holy Trinity Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Immaculate Conception Mission
Mary Queen of Heaven Parish
Maternity BVM Parish
Mt. Carmel Parish
Notre Dame Parish
Our Lady of Korean Martyrs Mission
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Our Lady of Mercy Parish
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
Our Lady of Peace Parish
Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish
Queenship of Mary Parish
Resurrection Parish
Sacred Heart Parish
Sacred Heart Parish
Sacred Heart Mission
Sacred Heart Parish
Sacred Heart Parish
St. Alexander Parish
St. Alexis Parish
St. Ambrose Parish
St. Andrew Kim Parish
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish
St. Ann Parish
St. Anne Parish
St. Anne Parish
St. Anne Parish
St. Anthony Parish
St. Anthony Parish
St. Bernard Parish
St. Bernard Parish
St. Boniface Parish
St. Charles Borromeo Parish
St. Daniel the Prophet Parish
St. Dennis Parish
St. Dominic Parish
St. Edmund Parish
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
St. Francis Xavier Parish
St. George Parish
St. Irene Parish
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Oakbrook Terrace
Coal City
Ashkum
Joliet
Lombard
Woodridge
Carol Stream
Lombard
Downers Grove
Joliet
Shorewood
Wood Dale
Naperville
Westmont
Braidwood
Elmhurst
Gilman
Morris
Roberts
Elmhurst
Bourbonnais
Joliet
Clarendon Hills
Darien
Gibson City
Aurora
Darien
Darien
Homer Glen
Glen Ellyn
Wayne
Joliet
Bonfield
Hopkins Park
Lombard
Kinsman
Villa Park
Bensenville
Crest Hill
Itasca
Romeoville
Channahon
Crest Hill
Oswego
Saint Anne
Joliet
Frankfort
Joliet
Homer Glen
Monee
Bensenville
Wheaton
Lockport
Bolingbrook
Watseka
Naperville
Bolingbrook
Joliet
St. George
Warrenville

Christ is our Hope | DECEMBER 2017 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

2017
Goal

Projected
Actual Paid

Projected %
of Goal Paid

Projected
Parish Rebate

$49,674
$32,405
$6,603
$92,124
$62,369
$39,384
$52,932
$45,535
$68,500
$10,218
$103,548
$51,533
$106,162
$82,840
$12,437
$115,282
$8,345
$71,264
$913
$42,234
$92,159
$32,709
$106,371
$8,622
$13,255
$122,861
$90,692
$93,280
$29,353
$15,859
$59,867
$10,562
$5,644
$1,089
$73,919
$4,568
$46,347
$23,693
$19,041
$16,233
$77,126
$37,050
$11,282
$107,458
$9,130
$10,792
$117,534
$12,033
$56,610
$14,930
$38,201
$72,657
$79,122
$55,767
$13,189
$101,491
$79,173
$25,513
$15,247
$62,593

$68,321
$38,340
$9,062
$116,408
$71,313
$43,433
$61,250
$33,006
$83,443
$8,589
$143,020
$58,161
$60,068
$99,955
$17,558
$132,372
$8,936
$57,168
$1,657
$55,206
$78,674
$37,729
$105,484
$888
$14,914
$138,429
$140,478
$158,807
$31,030
$15,142
$55,094
$6,885
$6,337
$2,394
$88,147
$5,660
$55,230
$32,379
$23,796
$12,694
$85,775
$51,601
$13,022
$128,305
$5,799
$19,108
$156,503
$8,300
$60,770
$15,608
$36,929
$68,382
$55,327
$50,919
$11,501
$127,412
$92,933
$34,957
$10,652
$63,517

138%
118%
137%
126%
114%
110%
116%
72%
122%
84%
138%
113%
57%
121%
141%
115%
107%
80%
182%
131%
85%
115%
99%
10%
113%
113%
155%
170%
106%
95%
92%
65%
112%
220%
119%
124%
119%
137%
125%
78%
111%
139%
115%
119%
64%
177%
133%
69%
107%
105%
97%
94%
70%
91%
87%
126%
117%
137%
70%
101%

$13,053
$4,155
$1,721
$16,999
$8,710
$2,834
$5,822
$0
$10,460
$0
$27,630
$8,140
$0
$11,981
$3,585
$11,964
$414
$0
$521
$9,080
$0
$3,514
$0
$0
$1,161
$10,898
$34,850
$45,869
$1,174
$128
$0
$0
$485
$914
$9,959
$765
$6,219
$6,080
$3,328
$0
$9,554
$10,186
$1,218
$14,593
$0
$5,821
$27,278
$0
$2,913
$475
$1,910
$0
$0
$0
$0
$18,144
$9,632
$6,611
$0
$2,747

		
Parish Name
City
St. Isaac Jogues Parish
St. Isidore Parish
St. James Parish
St. James the Apostle Parish
St. Joan of Arc Parish
St. John Paul II Parish
St. John the Apostle Parish
St. John the Baptist Parish
St. John the Baptist Parish
St. John the Baptist Mission
St. John Vianney Parish
St. Joseph Mission
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph Parish
St. Jude Parish
St. Jude Parish
St. Lawrence O’Toole Mission
St. Lawrence Parish
St. Liborius Parish
St. Luke Parish
St. Margaret Mary Parish
St. Margaret Mary Parish
St. Mark Parish
St. Mary Immaculate Parish
St. Mary Magdalene Parish
St. Mary Nativity Parish
St. Mary of Gostyn Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Mission
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
St. Matthew Parish
St. Michael Parish
St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Parish
St. Paul the Apostle Parish
St. Paul the Apostle Parish
St. Peter Parish
St. Peter Parish
St. Peter Mission
St. Petronille Parish
St. Philip the Apostle Parish
St. Pius X Parish
St. Raphael Parish
St. Rose Parish
St. Scholastica Parish
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
St. Walter Parish
Sts. Mary & Joseph Parish
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish
Visitation Parish

Hinsdale
Bloomingdale
Kankakee
Glen Ellyn
Lisle
Kankakee
Villa Park
Winfield
Joliet
L’Erable
Lockport
Watseka
Addison
Bradley
Downers Grove
Lockport
Manhattan
Manteno
Rockdale
Joliet
Joliet
New Lenox
Essex
South Wilmington
Steger
Carol Stream
Herscher
Naperville
Wheaton
Plainfield
Joliet
Joliet
Downers Grove
Beaverville
Minooka
Mokena
Park Forest
Plano
Reddick
West Chicago
Paxton
Glendale Heights
Wheaton
Joliet
Yorkville
Kankakee
Momence
Wilton Center
Joliet
Peotone
Clifton
Itasca
Piper City
Glen Ellyn
Addison
Lombard
Naperville
Wilmington
Woodridge
Naperville
Roselle
Chebanse
Naperville
Elmhurst

2017
Goal

Projected
Actual Paid

Projected %
of Goal Paid

Projected
Parish Rebate

$169,904
$173,968
$6,221
$91,470
$110,100
$71,779
$22,716
$100,778
$31,186
$3,594
$8,821
$2,717
$36,997
$59,261
$121,816
$52,061
$40,963
$28,198
$15,532
$43,250
$56,114
$123,335
$3,035
$10,210
$42,006
$21,694
$10,699
$116,399
$22,031
$226,217
$21,050
$43,200
$129,946
$4,698
$35,667
$127,815
$14,859
$39,600
$2,278
$53,486
$13,212
$65,045
$154,627
$26,517
$54,414
$33,058
$16,280
$9,635
$67,094
$20,578
$7,098
$53,623
$1,892
$144,223
$64,829
$67,203
$184,759
$30,183
$101,215
$163,867
$120,576
$6,714
$206,828
$124,419

$262,810
$177,590
$7,070
$187,689
$144,881
$72,277
$28,725
$106,149
$36,075
$7,182
$22,142
$3,459
$22,296
$49,284
$106,416
$48,130
$56,123
$27,656
$20,251
$48,504
$64,651
$135,607
$3,207
$11,323
$51,772
$13,282
$11,061
$141,895
$57,301
$214,434
$18,409
$27,990
$191,506
$4,323
$42,395
$194,388
$16,823
$21,924
$2,466
$38,149
$19,455
$65,237
$237,377
$17,231
$80,321
$29,018
$7,157
$12,390
$48,577
$28,900
$7,434
$40,822
$2,757
$138,386
$60,679
$57,653
$204,673
$30,695
$75,080
$157,265
$166,125
$9,080
$255,763
$149,405

155%
102%
114%
205%
132%
101%
126%
105%
116%
200%
251%
127%
60%
83%
87%
92%
137%
98%
130%
112%
115%
110%
106%
111%
123%
61%
103%
122%
260%
95%
87%
65%
147%
92%
119%
152%
113%
55%
108%
71%
147%
100%
154%
65%
148%
88%
44%
129%
72%
140%
105%
76%
146%
96%
94%
86%
111%
102%
74%
96%
138%
135%
124%
120%

$65,034
$2,536
$594
$67,353
$24,347
$2,929
$4,207
$3,760
$3,422
$2,512
$9,325
$519
$0
$0
$0
$0
$14,112
$0
$3,303
$3,678
$5,976
$8,590
$121
$779
$8,236
$0
$253
$17,847
$24,689
$0
$0
$0
$43,093
$157
$4,709
$46,601
$2,775
$0
$132
$0
$4,370
$3,635
$57,925
$0
$18,135
$0
$0
$1,929
$0
$5,826
$235
$0
$606
$0
$0
$0
$13,940
$5,609
$0
$0
$31,884
$1,657
$34,254
$17,490
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Three Parishes Collaborate to Host the
First Lombard Women’s Prayer Breakfast
The first Lombard Women’s Prayer
Breakfast, hosted by Christ the King, St. Pius
X and Sacred Heart Parishes, was held on
Oct. 28 at Sacred Heart’s Parish Center and
was an outstanding success. As an inaugural
event, one worries, feels not quite prepared,
but hopes it will go well.
Speakers Patrick McCormack and Ceil Ryan,
as well as musician John Avila, all arrived
earlier than on time, prepared and excited
for the upcoming morning event. Committee
members, who had worked together since
August, were all in place early that morning
with kitchen hospitality volunteers arriving
in the dark to assure everything was in place
when it was time to roll.
Patrick McCormack, a Sacred Heart
parishioner and host of “On the Front Porch”
on Relevant Radio, spoke first, focusing on
the theme of “Make Me a Channel of Your
Peace.” He offered ways to both spiritually
and physically nurture peace within in order
to then give to others.
The participants were then introduced to
an activity and a special prayer of the Prayer
of St. Francis. The special prayer took each
line of the original prayer and outlined how
to integrate it into daily life. Rocks were given
to participants, who were asked they write a
message of peace and give it away or hide it
for someone in the community to find.
Next, Ceil Ryan, a blogger and St. Pius
parishioner, spoke from a woman’s point of
view about where we lack peace and where
we are able to create it at home, in the family
and in the workplace.
John Avila, a Sacred Heart musician, played
guitar while the participants sang “Let there
be peace on earth” to conclude the morning.
Participants, in leaving, expressed gratitude
and were heard to talk about how friendly
everyone was and how peaceful it had felt.
— STORY BY SUSAN MILLER

LAST WORD

HEALING the WOUNDED and
BINDING the BRUISED in Jail

“F
A Rosary Rally in honor of
Our Lady of Fatima’s 100th
anniversary was held on Oct. 14
along 11 prayer stations along a fourmile route that connects St. Irene
Parish, Warrenville, with St. Thomas
the Apostle Parish, Naperville. More
than 175 signed up to participate.
The weather during the day of the
rally was miserable – with lightning,
thunder, wind, and eight inches of
torrential rainfall. But that didn’t
stop the participants from praying
their rosaries at the Stations, which
included inside churches, at Monarch
Landing Retirement Community, and
at their homes.

Mary Therese Krueger professes
vows as a Dubuque Presentation
Sister
Sister Mary Therese Krueger,
PBVM, formerly of Villa Park, IL.,
professed vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience as a Dubuque Sister
of the Presentation, on
Oct. 14, in Sacred
Heart Chapel, Mount
Loretto, Dubuque,
Iowa. “I believe it
was the continued
journey of my faith
through my parents at home, my
Catholic education at St. Alexander’s
[in Villa Park] youth group in high
school, campus ministry at St.
Ambrose University, and my young
adult group after college,” said Sister
Therese. “I discovered God was
calling me to be the best version of
myself in a place where I could live
a life of service, living in community,
and supported through communal
prayer with the Presentation Sisters.”

irst Christmas Away from Home” is the title of a song I heard years
ago. It brought back memories. I got a lump in my throat, and I still

do when I think about it. For me it was Christmas eve, 1968, and I was in
Vietnam. There was no tree, no manger, and no midnight Mass, and none of
the people I loved. I’ve never felt so terribly alone.
I relive those feelings and emotions every Christmas when I look into the
eyes of the more than 700 men and women inmates at the Will County Adult
Detention Facility in Joliet, where I minister as the facility chaplain.
A county jail is very different from
a state or federal prison. Most of the
residents have not been found guilty of
any crime. These are people accused
and awaiting their day in court, unable
to bond out. These men and women
wait for months; some for years.
In 1979, the Center for
Correctional Concerns (CCC)
was founded by Sister Vivian
Whitehead, OSF, a Franciscan
Sister of Mary Immaculate, a
Joliet Franciscan. CCC is a nonprofit, non-sectarian social service
agency, dependent on grant financing
and donations. Its mission is to minister
to the inmates of the Will County Jail.
CCC provides inmates with GED classes;
alcohol and substance abuse counseling;
an AA program; a recreational library;
Bibles and Qurans as requested;
chaplaincy spiritual counseling; Bible
studies; sexual assault victim programs,
and a variety of social services, as well
as group and individual counseling.
Each year, a day or so before
Christmas, CCC staff, along with their
dedicated volunteers, come together
to bring the message and spirit of
Christmas into a place made sacred
every day by tears and prayers.
We go from cell pod to cell pod,
passing out song sheets and inviting
inmates to join in singing traditional
carols. We pass out candy, provide
Christmas cards and stamps so inmates
can remember those they are missing
and who miss them at this holy season.

We share the Gospel message
in word and deed. Often there
is a tear or two along with genuinely
grateful thanks.
The mission of CCC doesn’t begin or
end with Christmas. It is a daily outreach
to a stigmatized segment of our
community, souls otherwise discarded
and forgotten. These men and women
are, for most, out of sight and out of
mind. Some are poor; some addicted.
Some are tragically lost for lack of
adequate mental health resources. Some
inmates’ sins are committing survival
crimes, and some have done truly evil
things. Sister Vivian is famous for saying
the “offense is always worse than the
offender.” The ministry of the Center for
Correctional Concerns is to heed the
call of Saint Francis: “Heal the wounded,
bind up those who are bruised, and
reclaim the sinners.”
STORY BY DEACON JOHN SHEA,

the facility chaplain at
the Will County Adult
Detention Facility
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