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From the Bishop

Father Who?

T

his year’s parish assignments for priests are
announced in this issue of Christ is our Hope.
(See page 4.) Although parishioners are grateful
to have pastors and parochial vicars (assistant
priests) who are dedicated to serving their
spiritual needs, many wonder just how this particular priest
ended up in this particular parish.
Believe me, there is nothing random
or haphazard about the process of
assigning priests to our parishes. In fact, I
consider it one of the most important and
serious responsibilities of my office as
bishop. Priests, after all, are my closest
co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard,
my fellow shepherds. A lot of prayer,
thought and consultation goes into the
assignment process.
On the other hand, there are
limitations. First, some of our parishes
are served by priests who belong to
religious orders. Typically the superior of
the order lets me know whom he would
like to assign to a particular parish, and
I agree. In some cases, the superior
indicates that he has a priest available
for service to the diocese in general. The
priest is then considered for assignment
along with the priests of the diocese.
How does that work? Again, there
are some limitations. Priests who
don’t belong to a religious order are
“incardinated” in their diocese; that is,
they are permanently attached to the
diocese. They don’t move from diocese
to diocese. So there is a corps of Joliet
priests. Thus, assignments to our parishes
must come from the ranks of that corps.
Priests, like everyone else, are
different from each other. They have
varying gifts and qualities. Some priests
are cut out to lead large parishes,
while some are better with smaller
communities. Some are better suited
for more urban/suburban settings, while
others are more comfortable in rural
venues. Some priests have a stronger
ability to mentor parochial vicars.
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Many of our priests come from foreign
countries. Of course, age and health can
be significant factors. Then there are
other unique characteristics of parishes
to consider: things like ethnic makeup;
the presence of a school; the potential
for a major capital project, or some
internal issue that needs special attention.
Generally pastors are assigned for a
term of six years, with the possibility of
a second term. Parochial vicars usually
serve a first term of three years and then
a year or two in a second parish before
becoming pastors. Priests can ask to
move sooner, and sometimes the needs
of the diocese or other parishes require
them to move sooner.
When an opening for a pastor
occurs, all the priests of the diocese are
notified, and they are invited to suggest
themselves or even other priests for the
open position. The Priests’ Personnel
Board, made up of several priests
elected by their peers by age cohorts,
discusses these suggestions and its own
ideas. The members of the board try to
keep a good balance between the needs
of the parishes and the priests. I meet
with the board so that I am aware of the
members’ thinking. Once a consensus
is reached, I contact the proposed
candidate and ask him to accept the
new assignment. Parochial vicars are
not invited to suggest themselves for
new assignments, but they and their
prospective new pastors are consulted
before the assignments are finalized.
Sometimes I am asked if parishioners
or at least parish pastoral councils could
also be engaged in the assignment
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... I consider it
one of the most
important and serious
responsibilities of my
office as bishop. Priests,
after all, are my closest
co-workers in the Lord’s
vineyard, my fellow
shepherds. A lot of
prayer, thought and
consultation goes into
the assignment process."
process. Ideally they could be. Four
realities might be kept in mind, though.
Most parishioners, even the most
involved, know only a small percentage
of the priests who might be considered;
even then, there is still a limited pool from
which to draw; the needs of an entire
diocese and all 130 parishes must be
met, and the assignment of a new priest is
ultimately a gift from the Holy Spirit.
Naturally, not every assignment is
ideal, either from the point of view of
some parishioners or the priest. I must
say, though, that in my experience both
here and in the Diocese of Steubenville,
where I served previously, most people
and most priests enter into the new
relationship with a huge measure of
openness and optimism. No parish is
perfect, nor is any priest. We all rely
on the grace of God to be the Body of
Christ and to do the work of
His Kingdom.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
July 2014

E

ste año las
asignaciones
parroquiales de
los sacerdotes
están
anunciados en esta edición
de Cristo es nuestra
Esperanza. (Ver la página
cuatro.) Aunque los
parroquianos agradecen el
tener pastores y vicarios
parroquiales (asistentes de
sacerdote) los cuales están
dedicados a servir para sus
necesidades espirituales,
muchos se preguntan
como un sacerdote en
particular es asignado a una
parroquia en particular.
Créanme, no existe nada casual
o aleatorio en el proceso de asignar
sacerdotes a nuestras parroquias.
De hecho, lo considero una de las
responsabilidades más importantes y
serias de mi oficina, en mi función de
obispo. Los sacerdotes, después de todo,
so mis colegas más cercanos en la viña
del Señor, mis queridos pastores. Muchas
oraciones, pensamientos y consultas son
dedicados al proceso de asignación.
Por otro lado, existen limitaciones.
Primero, algunas de nuestras parroquias
son servidas por sacerdotes que
pertenecen a órdenes religiosas.
Típicamente, el superior de la orden
me informa a quien le gustaría asignar
a una parroquia en particular, y yo
estoy de acuerdo. En algunos casos, el
superior informa que tiene un sacerdote
disponible para el servicio de la diócesis

en general. Entonces el sacerdote es
considerado para la asignación junto con
los sacerdotes de las diócesis.
¿Cómo funciona? De nuevo, existen
algunas limitaciones. Los sacerdotes
que no pertenecen a una orden religiosa
están “incardinados” en su diócesis; esto
es, que ellos están adjuntos a la diócesis
permanentemente. Ellos no se mueven
de diócesis en diócesis. Existe un cuerpo
de sacerdotes de Joliet. Por lo tanto, las
asignaciones a nuestras parroquias deben
provenir de las filas de ese cuerpo.
Los sacerdotes, como cualquier
persona, son diferentes entre sí.
Tienen una variedad de habilidades y
cualidades. Algunos sacerdotes tienen la
capacidad de dirigir parroquias grandes,
mientras otros se desenvuelven mejor
en comunidades pequeñas. Algunos
están más preparados para ambientes
urbanos/suburbanos, mientras que
otros se sienten más cómodos en áreas
rurales. Algunos sacerdotes tienen una
habilidad más fuerte para ser mentores
de vicarios parroquiales. Muchos de
nuestros sacerdotes provienen de países
extranjeros. Por supuesto, la edad y
salud puede ser factores significativos.
Y también existen otras características
únicas de las parroquias a considerar: la
composición étnica, la presencia de una
escuela; el potencial para un proyector
del capital mayor, o algún asunto interno
que necesite atención especial.
Generalmente los pastores son
asignados por un periodo de seis
meses, con la posibilidad de un segundo
término. Los vicarios parroquiales
comúnmente sirven un primer término
de tres años y luego un año o dos en una
segunda parroquia antes de convertirse
en pastores. Los sacerdotes pueden
solicitar su cambio antes de tiempo, y en
algunas ocasiones, las necesidades de la

... Lo considero una de las responsabilidades más
importantes y serias de mi oficina, en mi función
de obispo. Los sacerdotes, después de todo, so mis colegas
más cercanos en la viña del Señor, mis queridos pastores.
Muchas oraciones, pensamientos y consultas son dedicados
al proceso de asignación."

diócesis o de otras parroquias requieren
que ellos se cambien más pronto.
Cuando se presenta un vacante
para pastor, todos los sacerdotes de la
diócesis son notificados y se les invita a
que se postulen o que sugieran a otros
sacerdotes para la posición vacante. La
Junta de Personal de los Sacerdotes,
compuesta por varios sacerdotes elegidos
por sus propios compañeros por grupos
de edad, discuten está sugerencias y sus
propias ideas. Los miembros de la Junta
tratan de mantener un buen balance
entre las necesidades de la parroquia y
los sacerdotes. Yo me adjunto a la junta,
para estar al tanto del modo de pensar
de los miembros. Una vez que se llega
a un consenso, yo contacto al candidato
propuesto y le pido que acepte la nueva
asignación. A los vicarios parroquiales
no se les invita a postularse para nuevas
asignaciones, pero tanto ellos como sus
respectivos pastores son consultados
antes de que se finalicen las asignaciones.
Algunas veces me preguntan si
los parroquianos o al menos los
concejales pastorales de la parroquia,
pueden participar en el proceso de
asignación. Idealmente, podrían. Sin
embargo, se tienen que tener presentes
cuatro realidades. La mayoría de los
parroquianos, aun los más involucrados,
conocen solo un pequeño porcentaje
de los sacerdotes que podrían ser
considerados; y aun así, existe un grupo
muy limitado del cual escoger; las
necesidades de tota la diócesis y de las
130 parroquias, tienes que ser satisfecha
y la asignación de un nuevo sacerdote es,
al final, un obsequio del Espíritu Santo.
Naturalmente, no todas las
asignaciones son ideales, ya sea desde
el punto de vista de los parroquianos,
o del sacerdote mismo. Sin embargo,
debo mencionar que en mi experiencia
tanto aquí, como en la Diócesis de
Steubenville, donde serví previamente,
la mayoría de las personas y de
los sacerdotes, acogen esta nueva
relación con gran medida de apertura
y optimismo. Ninguna parroquia o
sacerdote son perfectos. Todos nos
apoyamos en la gracia de Dios para ser
el Cuerpo de Cristo y poder
realizar la Obra de su Reino.
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
julio 2014
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Local News

2014 Pastor Assignments
The following is a list of pastors and parochial vicars
and their new parishes, effective June 18, 2014:
PASTORS:
St. Mary, Beaverville
Rev. Daniel Belanger
St. Mary, Mokena
Rev. Dindo Billote

St. Liborius Parishioners Discover a
Creative Way to Evangelize
A “flash mob” is often defined as a group of people who
are mobilized by social media and who meet in a public
place to do some kind of activity for a short period of time.
That concept inspired a “Mass mob,” which can be seen as
a modern way to gather people to go to Mass.
In this particular case, a Mass mob is when a group of
people from St. Liborius in Steger decided to gather some
folks to attend a Mass on May 31 at St. Mary’s Parish in
Beaverville. The pastor at St. Mary’s is Father Reynaldo
Treyes, who used to be the pastor at St. Liborius. So that
was a connection between the parishes that prompted the
Mass mob.
The idea was the brainchild Chris and David Prete, parishioners
from St. Liborius, and participants also included the Knights of
Columbus #14562 and the Daughters of St. Liborius.
“We wanted to try a Mass mob and what better church
than St. Mary's, dubbed the ‘cathedral in the country,’ ” said
Susan Mazur, one of the participants of the mob.
The group planned for a date that they could get a mob
together to drive to St. Mary’s and be participants at the
Mass there.
“We were fortunate to be able to coordinate through the St.
Mary's director of religious education so as to keep it a secret
from Father Rey and the other parishioners,” said Mazur.
Flyers were placed in St. Liborius’ bulletin with a special
RSVP email. The group prepared for food and fellowship
after the Mass, with the Knights of Columbus members
bringing chicken, while the Daughters of St. Liborius
bringing bottled water. Other participants were asked to
bring dishes to share. The mob met at the local K-Mart and
carpooled to St. Mary's.
Father Treyes, as it turned out, was not the celebrant
at the Mass, because he was at one of the other parishes
celebrating a Confirmation with some of the youths. But he
arrived later in the evening and was happy to see so many
familiar faces from the past.
Some of the St. Mary parishioners were taken aback by
the group at the Mass, who numbered around 80 people.
“One man was seen outside looking at all the cars not sure
what could be going on,” Mazur said. “The altar server kept
looking at the church fill up as she was lighting the candles.
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Immaculate Conception, Gilman and
St. Peter, Piper City
Rev. Reynaldo Treyes
St. Ann, Channahon
Rev. Peter Jarosz
St. Daniel the Prophet, Wheaton
Rev. James Dvorscak
St. John the Apostle, Villa Park
Rev. Mark Rosenbaum
Christ the King, Lombard
Rev. Jeffery Stoneberg
Mary Queen of Heaven, Elmhurst
Rev. Jason Stone
St. Mark, Wheaton
Rev. Andrew Lewandowski, CR (effective Oct. 7, 2014)
PAROCHIAL VICARS:
St. Mary, Mokena
Rev. John Lovitsch
St. Raphael, Naperville
Rev. Maciej Stelmach
St. Francis of Assisi, Bolingbrook
Rev. Patrick Murphy
Ss. Peter & Paul, Naperville
Rev. Steven Borello
Rev. Jyothi Raju Kocherla
St. Mary Gostyn, Downers Grove
Rev. William Cullen

St. Mary’s Church in Beaverville

Local news continues on page 22
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Catholic Charities

“I Felt the Love”

in Catholic Charities’ Money
Management program, which offers
eligible adults basic assistance with
money management tasks such as
balancing the checkbook; organizing
shley’s beautiful smile and bright eyes light
and keeping track of bill paying;
identifying scams and advocacy with
up a room. Her cheerful personality
creditors. Ashley is determined to
commands attention. Upon meeting her, it
remain self-sufficient and responsible
would be impossible to imagine what she’s
with her money. She’s enthusiastic
overcome in the past few years.
about the program and exclaimed, “I
love saving money!”
As Ashley continues her journey, she
determined that Ashley was in an
Ashley was raised by her grandmother,
is thankful for the help she receives
abusive environment and that her aunt
with whom she had a strong and loving
from Catholic Charities and recognizes
was indeed stealing her money.
bond. Although she struggled with
how much her situation has
The Catholic Charities case
disabilities, including severe hearing loss
improved. “I didn’t just get
manager worked quickly
related to a serious childhood illness,
help,” she said. “I got the
to help Ashley find an
Ashley was thriving and had a stable
attention I wanted. I
The Catholic
apartment where she
home life. Everything changed when she
felt the love.”
Ministries Annual
would be safe and
was 17 years old, and her grandmother
Catholic Charities’
Appeal provides
passed away. “I was lost,” Ashley explains. independent. This
Adult Protective
is the first time the
At that time, she moved in with
Services program
$1.2 million in funding
23-year-old has lived
her aunt. The pair had a tumultuous
serves clients in
every year for Catholic
on her own, and she’s
relationship and argued often. Ashley’s
Grundy and Kankakee
Charities.
loving it. Another top
aunt berated her and made her feel like
Counties. This
priority was severing
she wasn’t important. Already depressed
program offers trained
financial ties to the aunt
from the loss of her dear grandmother,
and caring professionals
who took advantage of Ashley.
this unpleasant living situation made
who help determine the
They located another family member
Ashley feel even worse. Furthermore, as
services most needed to stop neglect
who has taken over this role.
years passed, Ashley began to suspect
and abuse, protect the person who has
Today, Ashley has a job she enjoys
that her aunt was stealing her money.
suffered abuse and/or neglect and assist
and is studying nursing at community
Also, the arguments and fights at home
the individual in the healing process.
were escalating. Feeling powerless, Ashley college. This charismatic and chatty
Intervention for the abuser is also
sought advice from a trusted old high
young woman spends her free time
provided.
outdoors swimming, fishing, and feeding
school teacher. “I felt like I didn’t have
Abuse isn’t always intentional and it
ducks. She’s still in love with her high
anyone, and I was frustrated,” she said.
can happen in any home. If you suspect
school sweetheart, who is so happy to
One of the teachers called Adult
that an older adult (senior citizen) or
see her doing well. Her boyfriend is very disabled adult is being abused, call
Protective Services in Kankakee County
emotionally supportive and encouraging. the adult protective services 24-hour
and was connected with Catholic
Recently, Ashley began participating
Charities, Diocese of Joliet. It was
hotline at 1.866.800.1409.

A

I didn’t just get
help ... I got the
attention I wanted. I felt
the love.”
6
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Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, has been providing
help for the poor and vulnerable for over 50 years. To learn
more about the programs and services offered by Catholic
Charities, including Adult Protective Services and the Money
Management Program, visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
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Catholic Life

The Practice of Brother Lawrence

I

f a classic in literature can be wryly described as “a book that is still in print,” then
“The Practice of the Presence of God” is a minor classic. In print for over three
centuries, this small work of Christian spirituality has had a wide readership. The
attraction of the book is in its simplicity and directness. Not really a book, but a
collection of conversations, letters, and spiritual maxims, it presents the spiritual
practice of a 17th-century Carmelite lay brother, Lawrence of the Resurrection.

His “practice of the presence of God” finds an echo in today’s
emphasis on mindfulness and quiet centering prayer.
Lawrence was born in 1614 in a small village in the region of
Loraine, now part of France. When Lawrence was 18, he had
a powerful conversion experience. Looking at a barren tree in
the winter, he realized that eventually the tree would come to
life again, with new leaves followed by flowers and fruit. The
experience spoke to him of the providence and power of God.
Lawrence joined the army and fought in the bloody “Thirty
Years War.” He was captured and nearly executed. After his
release he returned to the war and was wounded. During his
convalescence he resolved to find a way to live in God’s service.
At age 26 Lawrence joined the Discalced Carmelites in Paris as
a lay brother. His original name was Nicholas Herman, but
when he joined the Carmelites he was given the
religious name Lawrence of the Resurrection.
For 15 years he worked in the kitchen and
then as a community sandal maker.

A Way to Pray

Lawrence’s first 10 years in
religious life were years of anxiety
and fear, worrying whether he
had responded well enough to
God’s graces. It was when he
decided to act only for the love of
God, and not out of fear, that he
found relief. “... I suddenly found
myself changed, and my soul, which
up till then was always disturbed,
experienced a profound interior peace
as if it had found its center and a place of
peace,” he said.
As a consequence of his focus on love of
God, Lawrence wrote: “I have given up all my nonobligatory devotions and prayers and concentrate on being
always in His holy presence; I keep myself in His presence by
simple attentiveness and a loving gaze upon God, which I can

call the actual presence of God, or to put it more clearly, an
habitual, silent and secret conversation of the soul with God.”
In one of his maxims, Lawrence counseled, “The holiest,
most common, most necessary practice in the spiritual life
is the presence of God, that is to take delight in and become
accustomed to His divine company, speaking humbly and
talking lovingly with Him at all times, at every moment, without
rule or system and especially in times of temptation, suffering,
spiritual aridity, disgust and even of unfaithfulness and sin.”
Following Lawrence’s death, Joseph de Beaufort, later vicar
general to the archbishop of Paris, collected Lawrence’s writings
and published them, along with his own recollections of the lay
brother. This work is published as “The Practice of the Presence
of God.”
Unfortunately, Lawrence’s emphasis on
abandonment to God’s will was wrongly
associated with a heresy of the time called
“quietism,” which was an extreme form
of passivity in the spiritual life which
even discouraged acts of virtue.
When certain teachings of Francois
de Fenelon were condemned,
authors whom he mentioned,
including Lawrence, were also
under a cloud of suspicion.
Consequently, Lawrence went
unread by Catholics. But the wider
Christian world appreciated the
book and kept it in publication.
Today, the “The Practice of the
Presence of God” is read in Catholic
circles as well and found to be a
surprisingly contemporary contribution
to Christian spirituality. His practice was for
anyone, anywhere: “It is not necessary to be always
in church to be with God; we can make a private chapel of our
heart where we can retire from time to time to commune with
Him peacefully, humbly, lovingly.”
Story by Father John Welch, O.Carm.
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EXAMPLE OF TRUE FREEDOM:

Pier Giorgio Frassati

A

s we Americans prepare for our Fourth of July
picnics, parades and fireworks, the Catholic
Church also prepares for the celebration of
the Feast of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. By
God’s providence, on the very day when we
celebrate our independence, we have placed before us the
life of a vigorous and saintly 24-year-old, who has much to
teach us about true freedom.

Pier Giorgio Frassati was born in Turn,
Italy, in 1901. He lived the typical life
of a young man of his day and was an
especially avid fan of hiking and mountain
climbing. Known for playing pranks
with his friends, he was nicknamed
“Robespierre” or the “Terror.” His mother,
a painter, was a Catholic, while his father,
a journalist, involved in Italian politics,
was an agnostic. The young Frassati lived
his ordinary life with extraordinary faith.
At his beatification in
1990, St. John Paul
II referred to him as
“the man of the Eight
Beatitudes who bears in
himself the grace of the
Gospel, the Good News,
the joy of salvation
offered to us by Christ.”
As a young university
student, he dedicated
much of his spare time
caring for the sick and
the poor, unbeknownst
to the rest of his
family. His sister, Luciana, testified that
often their father would reprimand Pier
Giorgio as being lazy when he came late
to dinner; but it was not until after Pier
Giorgio’s death that his family understood
he had actually been running home from
the university after giving his bus fare to
those in need. The young Frassati was
free from a self-centered concern about
what others thought of him, even his
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own family members, because he saw
at each moment only what God was
asking of him. His love for others grew,
nourished by daily Mass and reception
of Holy Communion, times of prayer
during before the Blessed Sacrament, and
devotion to praying the rosary.
Frassati also worked toward social reform,
seeking to alleviate the sufferings of those
around him. He wrote to one of his friends,
“To live without a faith, without a patrimony
to defend, without a
steady struggle for the
truth, that is not living
but just existing.” His
living of the faith was
the source of Pier
Giorgio’s freedom
truly to live rather than
simply to exist. Pier
Giorgio seemed to
understand instinctively
that the foundation
of freedom is truth –
the Truth, who is the
person of Jesus Christ. “If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).
For Pier Giorgio Frassati, Jesus Christ was
the friend who accompanied him in his
ordinary, everyday life. Others came to know
Christ by knowing Frassati. Christ was
the reason for every choice he made, every
desire he followed. To want what Christ
wanted: this was Pier Giorgio’s way to the
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choices that brought him genuine freedom
The Second Vatican Council set forth
this truth about genuine freedom in the
document Gaudium et Spes:
“In the depth of his own conscience man
detects a law which he does not impose on
himself, but which holds him to obedience.
Always summoning him to love good and
to avoid evil, the voice of conscience can
when necessary speak to his heart more
specifically: ‘Do this, shun that.’ For man
has in his heart a law written by God.
To obey it is the very dignity of man;
according to it he will be judged.” (n. 16)
Such was the dignity of the young Pier
Giorgio Frassati. Living in the true freedom
of his faith he exuded a zest for life and a
capacity for love and friendship that was
noticeable to those around them. No one
who knew him could miss the fact that he
was happy, even as he suffered the brief
illness that caused his death at age 24. When
St. John Paul II visited Pier Giorgio’s tomb
in 1989, he remarked, “I wanted to pay
homage to a young man who was able to
witness to Christ with singular effectiveness
in this century of ours. In my youth, I also
felt the beneficial influence of his example
and as a student I was impressed by the
force of his Christian testimony.”
As we celebrate the Fourth of July, may
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati intercede for
each of us. May our personal freedom,
born of faith and of love for Christ, be a
testimony that rings true in our lives, which
then builds up the lives of those around us.
Readers may find out more about Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati through the following
resources: “The Man of the Beatitudes”
written by his sister, Luciana Frassati, and
published by Ignatius Press. His sister also
wrote, “My Brother Pier Giorgio: His Last
Days,” published by New Hope Publications.
Or just visit www.frassatiusa.org.
Story by Sister John Agnes Suh, O.P., a
Dominican Sister of St. Cecilia, who has
served in the Diocese of Joliet at
St. Dominic School.
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Pastoral Plan

A Snapshot of the Diocesan Population
Editor’s Note: The following story is another in a series
of articles relating to the Diocesan Pastoral Plan,
which will be shared in November.
(%)

County

Median
Under
Household
Poverty
Income
Line

Total
pop.

People
Per
Sq. Mi.

Population
Growth
(%)
(2000 v. 2010)

DuPage

$77,000

3

917,000 2,700

Kendall

$65,000

3

115,000

170

+110

Will

$62,000

5

678,000

600

+35

Grundy

$52,000

5

50,000

89

+33

Kankakee

$42,000

11

113,000

153

+9

Ford

$38,000

7

14,000

29

-1

Iroquois

$38,000

9

30,000

28

-5

+1

Before the Pastoral Planning Committee members could
look at where the Diocese of Joliet is going, they needed
to look at where the diocese is today. We are Catholics in
churches and schools all across the diocese, but we also are
residents in communities that are growing and shrinking in
population and economically booming and struggling. These
demographics not only show us who we are, they also show
us who we need to reach out to through our pastoral efforts.
Behind these numbers, there are many individual stories that
we will need to discover.
The Catholic Diocese of Joliet encompasses seven
Chicago-area counties, which are culturally, economically,
and statistically diverse. It includes the following counties:
DuPage, Ford, Grundy, Iroquois, Kankakee, Kendall and Will
County. Comparisons between the counties range widely in
terms of geographic size, total population, population growth,
population density, median household income, and poverty
levels. These statistics are shown above.
The statistics above represent the entire population within
the counties, not just Catholics. We are assuming that the
Catholic population mirrors the general residents in terms of
economics and demographics.
The general population within the boundaries of the diocese
is very concentrated in two counties. More than 80 percent
of the population lives in DuPage and Will Counties. There
also is a large disparity in suburban population density vs.
rural population density. With 2,700 people per square
mile, DuPage County is 1,000 times denser than Ford
and Iroquois Counties. Population growth also reflects two
opposite ends of a spectrum. During the past 10 years, Ford
and Iroquois Counties have lost residents, and the population

within DuPage has held steady. During this same time period,
Kendall County has been one of the fastest-growing counties
in the nation.
In terms of economic matters, there is a large disparity
in household income among the seven counties within the
diocese. DuPage County is one of the wealthiest counties in
the nation, while other areas within the diocesan boundaries
have a median household income that is half of the income in
DuPage.
The ethnic and racial make-up of our seven-county area
also reflects dynamic changes. (SEE TABLE BELOW)
Within the boundaries of the Diocese, some areas have
expanding racial and ethnic diversity, specifically in DuPage,
Will, and Kankakee Counties. Within the overall population
of the entire seven counties, 10 percent are Latino, seven
percent are African-American, and about five percent have an
Asian-Pacific background. The Catholic population may be
different and may include a higher percentage of Latinos and
a lower percentage of African-Americans. DuPage County is
the most diverse in terms of race and ethnicity.
The seven counties have a combined population of about
1.92 million people, with about 665,000 Catholics. This
is about 35 percent of the total seven-county population.
In all of Illinois, Catholics make up about 30 percent of the
total population, so the diocese has a slightly higher share of
Catholic faithful.
The Pastoral Planning Committee used this data to gain a
better understanding of the communities where we live. Keep
an eye out for next month’s issue of the magazine for a look at
the committee’s research into trends reflecting Catholic faith,
commitment and leadership.

County

Total
Pop.

Euro.
Latino
Ethnic
Pop.(%)
Pop. (%)

Afr.Amer.
Pop.(%)

Asian-Pac.
Pop.(%)

5

10

DuPage

917,000

72

13

Kendall

115,000

92

7

1

--

Will

678,000

82

8

10

--

50,000

96

4

--

--

Grundy
Kankakee

113,000

80

5

15

--

Ford

14,000

99

1

--

--

Iroquois

30,000

95

4

1

--

TOTAL 1,917,000
î To find out more on the plan, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.
org/pastoralplan/. Email planfeedback@dioceseofjoliet.org if
you want any questions answered.

Story by Tony Molinaro, the team leader of the Pastoral Planning Committee

9

Jorge Barrios©WikimediaCommons

Y O U R

What is the
Brown Scapular?

SarahSofía©WikimediaCommons

The Church is a very
large community. Many
different countries provide
temporary homes for
Christians. Many different
cultures and languages are
employed at the service of
God’s search for man and
man’s search for God. Even the
parish itself can be a large
place. Our brothers and sisters
in Plainfield, Bloomingdale
and Naperville understand
well that sometimes the
Church can be too big.

10

The Holy Spirit always works
to bring together the faithful in
a more profound community,
many times forming smaller
communities within the larger
community of the Church.
These smaller communities
help to bring persons into a
close and intimate relationship
with the Lord Jesus in ways that
can touch the personalities of
individuals’ spirituality. These
communities help to bridge that
gap between the universality
of the Church (i.e., her

SUGGESTED PRAYER:

May the venerable intercession of the
glorious Virgin Mary come to our aid,
we pray, O Lord, so that, fortified by her
protection, we may reach the mountain
which is Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
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F A I T H

Catholicity) and the mission of
Ask the Priest
the Church to reach personally
to each believer. These smaller
communities can take many
physical locus of the Church’s
forms: parishes, confraternities,
prayers. Those who wear the
religious orders, etc. One of
scapular are to do so mindfully
these religious communities
and reverently, cognizant that
is the Carmelite Order. You
they carry the Blessed Virgin’s
might know of them from Joliet particular intercession with
Catholic Academy, the
them wherever they go.
National Shrine of St.
Those who wear
Therese in Darien,
the brown scapular
July 16 is
or from elsewhere.
are also called to
the feast of
Our Lady of Mt.
In the 13th
pray continually
Carmel and the
century, the
for their brethren
traditional day for
Blessed Virgin
in this particular
imposing the
Mary appeared to
confraternity.
scapular.
a Carmelite hermit
The fundamental
named St. Simon
promise is that all
Stock. She handed to him
who are enrolled in the
the scapular of the Carmelites
confraternity of the scapular
(a scapular is the outer piece
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
of the religious habit that
pray daily the Little Office
covers the inner tunic) with
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
the promise that whoever
(a devotional breviary).
dies wearing the habit would
With the guidance of a
be saved. While this promise
spiritual director, this can be
is most clearly connected to
substituted with three Hail
the brothers themselves, the
Mary’s, or seven Our Fathers
Carmelites also extend their
with Hail Mary and Glory Be,
arms to those who are part of
or the Liturgy of the Hours.
their “spiritual family.” These
While Our Lady promises
people, while not vowed
that “those who die wearing
religious, join their prayers,
this scapular shall not suffer
sacrifices, mortifications,
eternal fire,” the scapular is not
spiritual communions and
some magic talisman. As with
works of charity to those of
all of Our Lady’s promises, this
the brothers and sisters of the
promise is predicated upon
order. As they participate in the the basic assumptions of the
spiritual and corporal works
Gospel – living a chaste life in
of the order, likewise do they
faith, hope and charity. While
participate in the benefits of
chastity is determined by your
being “part of the family.”
state in life (married or celibate),
Those who are “part of the
avoiding sin and doing good are
family” are formally inducted
fundamental and universal calls.
through a series a prayers and
Therefore, the scapular cannot
finally the imposition of the
save those who die in a state of
brown scapular (also called
mortal sin. Rather, the scapular
the scapular of Our Lady of
is a promise of Our Lady’s
Mt. Carmel). The scapular, a
powerful intercession, spurring
miniaturized version of the
us on to continual conversion
full religious habit, is to be
and penance, drinking ever
worn at all times as a visible
deeper of the infinite mercy of
sign and reminder of the
Her Almighty Son.
person’s participation in the
Carmelite family. The scapular Story by Father Michael
itself is a sacramental, which
Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at
can be understood as a
St. Mary's Parish, West Chicago

yourstory
Cover Story
accepted into a graduate program that led
him to go to Georgia Tech University to get
a Master’s Degree in nuclear engineering.
During that time period, he married his
wife, Jennifer. As an illustration of married
life in the military, they got married at the
Naval Academy Chapel on a Saturday; the
next day, they had a nice brunch, then
they drove from Annapolis, MD, to New
London, CT, in order for him to attend
submarine school.
“Her first 24 hours in married life, and
she’s already reporting for duty at a naval
base and gets woken up by morning colors,”
Roach said. “It became very realistic to her.”
What also became realistic were his
subsequent assignments. He was assigned
to a submarine in Hawaii, and then he also
spent time in the Western Pacific and the
Persian Gulf. More travels included time
spent in dry dock in Seattle and, then, after
his second child, Kate, was born in 2004,

Sharing Faith on the Battlefield

E

ven as a kid, Greg Roach was interested in the
Catholic Church and matters of faith. When he
was in third grade, he remembers asking his mom
if the boys who were up on the altar with the
priest were the priest’s children. His mom
responded that priests do not marry, and that the boys were
altar servers. He decided he wanted to be an altar server,
which he did from third to eighth grade. When he was in high
school, he became the sacristan at his parish and helped
prepare the church for Masses and funerals and weddings.

“I enjoyed that a lot,” he said. “I enjoyed
spending time with the priests. I got to
talk to a lot of them and grew deeper in
my faith as a teenager.”
His mom was Catholic and his father
was a non-practicing Lutheran. As a family,
they went to church about two times a
year, but as an altar server he went weekly.
“I went to church, but not everyone in

I think it offered
the guys an
opportunity for prayerful
reflections and 30 minutes of
quiet in their lives ... It was,
generally speaking, a quiet
period for people that,
hopefully, helped them to deal
with the trauma they were
witnessing every day. We saw
some really difficult things."

my family went regularly,” he said. “It was
not the normal way to expect someone to
come into the faith, I guess.”
After graduating from high school in
Long Island, he decided to join the Navy. He
ended up attending the Naval Academy and
graduated in 1996. He was commissioned
as an ensign in the Navy after graduating in
the top 10 percent in his class. Roach was
Story by Carlos Briceño
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God and some time in
prayer and with each
other to have that. I
didn’t know what to
expect when I got over
there, to be honest
with you, as far as
services that would
be available to the
soldiers or us.”
He was happy when
one of the first people
he met on the Forward
Operating Base
right after he
landed was a
he left active duty and joined
... The
chaplain – who
the Navy reserves. As a civilian,
Church is
also happened
he got a job working for the
to be a Catholic
federal government as a nuclear
heavily into actions
priest. That was
inspector in Lisle.
and services for
the good news.
He also had a tour of duty
people, in addition
The bad news
in Kunar, Afghanistan, a
was the priest
dangerous province filled
to faith. It doesn’t
was leaving the
with Taliban and Al Qaeda
stop at faith. You
next day. The next
fighters.
have to go out and
chaplain to replace
“As a reservist, when things
him was going
get crazy in the world, there
do stuff for people."
to be a Protestant
is the possibility that we will
minister.
be mobilized back to active
There just weren’t enough priests to be
duty,” said Roach, a parishioner at St. Mary
available at all the bases around Afghanistan.
Immaculate in Plainfield. “We’ve been
So what Roach decided to do was hold
mobilizing reservists pretty heavily since
services – not a Mass since he wasn’t a
Sept. 11, especially heavily since 2004
when the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were priest – where Bible readings were read and
hymns sung. He got approval for it, and
happening.”
then he got donations of books that had the
He was mobilized as the executive
readings in them, along with music, from
officer for a provincial reconstruction
his parish back home, St. Mary Immaculate
team in Afghanistan, which meant it was a
leadership opportunity as the officer second in Plainfield. A member of his staff was an
organist, a devout Protestant, who wanted
in command of a joint unit (composed of
to help play music. And so he was able to
soldiers, sailors, and airmen), he said.
lead a service that was the equivalent to the
He reported to duty in January 2011, and
Liturgy of the Word, which means that there
was deployed in June 2011, with his tour
were readings from the Bible and songs, but
lasting until March of 2012
no dispensing of the Eucharist since they
What he found out when he was out at
sea or in dangerous places, like Afghanistan, were not allowed to have a Communion
service since no priest was present.
was that faith continued to be really
Roach said the services were well
important to him. He also wanted to share it
attended by military personnel and
with others.
So when he was in Afghanistan, he wanted civilians on the base.
“I think it offered the guys an
to make sure that he and several other
opportunity for prayerful reflections and
Catholics would have some type of spiritual
30 minutes of quiet in their lives,” he
nourishment.
said. “Obviously, we didn’t get any days
“I knew life in Afghanistan was going
off there. The enemy, they work on their
to be amazingly stressful,” Roach said.
own schedule. It was, generally speaking,
“We were clearly going to see death
a quiet period for people that, hopefully,
and destruction, and it seemed kind of
obvious to me it would be important to at helped them to deal with the trauma they
were witnessing every day. We saw some
least have an opportunity for people that
really difficult things. We were in what we
desired to be able to have some time with
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call a ‘kinetic’ province, which means there
was a lot of interface with the adversary.
My unit was responsible for the force
protection of the base. When the base was
attacked, that was one of our many jobs.”
The forward surgical team for the
province was also located on the base,
adjacent to their compound. Roach said
he had several members of the medical
staff in his unit.
“So every single casualty – including U.S.
military, some Afghan military, some Afghan
civilian – they would be the ones who came
in those Medivac helicopters,” he said. “We
would be on the flight line, day and night, to
pick them up, and there’s a lot of death and a
lot of absolute horrific carnage that the guys
would be seeing over and over and over.”
The Catholic services were an
opportunity for Roach and others in the
military to help make time for God.
He remembers one difficult time period
where one soldier couldn’t be deployed with
his unit because he was sick. It turns out he
had developed a rapid form of cancer that
caused his death back in the United States.
“So they’re dealing with all this risk
in their lives, and then there’s guy who
doesn’t make the deployment with us,
and then he dies at home,” Roach said. “It
was very traumatic for them.
"So we did a special service for him, and
that really helped the guys express their
emotions in a very macho place where
you want to have a strong demeanor at
all times. They were able to come to the
service and cry a little bit and feel sad for
their friend, whom they weren’t able to say
goodbye to because they were on the other
side of the earth from him.”
Roach is back home now, and he serves
others in the military still by helping out
at the military ministry at his parish, St.
Mary Immaculate, sending care packages
to soldiers overseas.
He said his desire to bring his Catholic
faith to the battlefield and share it
with others stemmed from his strong
conviction to serve.
“I feel like the Catholic Church really
emphasizes actions and service to the
community and people,” he said. “My dad
was a fireman. I have always grown up in an
experience of service and putting yourself
out there for people in sometimes dangerous
circumstances. To me, it felt very natural. I
think a part of that is the Church is heavily
into actions and services for people, in
addition to faith. It doesn’t stop at faith. You
have to go out and do stuff for people.”

Y O U R

S T O R Y

Feature Story

The Life of a Seminarian Studying in Rome

P

aul Solomon is a seminarian in
the Diocese of Joliet. He has
been studying at the Pontifical
University of St. Thomas
Aquinas in Rome – also known
as the Angelicum – and he was recently
interviewed by Carlos Briceño about what
life was like there for a young man
studying to be a priest in Rome.
What is a typical day in the life for you there in Rome?

Many people say they work a nine to five [job]. We always
say here we work a five to nine. The day starts quite early. We
have 6:15 morning prayer and Mass together every morning,
followed by breakfast at the North American College. And then
we head out into the city to our various universities. I study at
the Angelicum with the Dominican priests and sisters who teach
there. Classes take place in the morning from 8:30 until 12:15.
After that, I come back to the North American College for lunch,
pranzo, in Italian. We have our main meal during the day, when
the whole community can come together and basically we share
45 minutes together, where we have a longer, drawn-out lunch
and salad. We have, of course, pasta because the Italians think
it’s kind of a sin not to have pasta at a meal. We typically have
some kind of a meat with vegetables with either fruit or dessert.
We’re well fed at lunch, which makes the afternoon more
interesting, depending on how you spend your time. Many guys
will go and rest a little bit; other people will head right to the
books and the studies.
The importance of studying is a large aspect of our life here.
That’s what we’re here to do. We’re here to pray and to study.
And in a very real way, that is when it takes place – during the
free time during the afternoon.
We gather again for a Holy Hour at 5:45 and evening prayer
at 6:45. The rest of the evening is ours again. A lot of guys take
that time for fraternity or for prayer again or the opportunity to
study. So it’s a very full day and not to bed until after 9 o’clock.
So five to nine is really kind of the basic life we have over here.

different ways. One way is by being close to the Holy Father
[Pope Francis]. As Cardinal Dolan puts it, the North American
College, where I live, is a par 5 from St. Peter’s. It’s almost a
10-minute walk. In a couple of minutes I can be very close
to Pope Francis. Second, why people come here to Rome, in
general – for the martyrs. The reality is that the streets of this
city are lined with the blood of the martyrs. That’s why the pope
typically wears those red shoes, which is to remind us that these
streets are soaked with the blood of people who gave their lives
for Jesus. It’s a really beautiful way to strengthen our prayer lives
when we come here because we are able to go to the tombs of
the saints and call on them for us to be better witnesses, as they
were great witnesses.
Another aspect that makes the Roman experience a blessing
is the opportunity to study at these universities we study at with
people from all over the world. We get to have class with sisters
from India and Africa, priests from Sweden and other countries.
Being able to talk to them about what faith is like in their

You’re in the heart of the Holy Mother Church there
in Rome. What are some of the benefits for you as an
American to be there?

Coming to Rome and being in the heart of the Church, it
brings a new sense of the Church that you hadn’t had before.
That universal sense. You get to see people from all over the
world who come here to Rome on pilgrimage to see the many
saints and martyrs, in particular, Peter and Paul. For me, that’s
one of the most important things of being here is to experience
the Universal Church. And I’m able to do that in several
Interview by Carlos Briceño
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countries and to get a sense of their struggles and what they’re
doing well, their successes in evangelization and preaching the
Gospel and those kinds of things we can bounce off each other
so that we can take them to our own dioceses and implement
those types of ideas.
I also want to talk about the opportunity we have here to
travel. I’ve been fortunate over my years here to have quite a
few experiences of traveling, not only here in Italy to many holy
sites but around the world. The world is at our fingertips being
here in Europe. Those experiences really enrich my personal
experience and knowledge of the Church. I think it will help me
serve the Church as my bride, not only in the diocese, but the
universal Church down the road.

Besides an increase in appreciation and respect for pasta
and for people who gesticulate with their hands, what
are some of the other changes you’ve gone through while
you’ve been there?

In a very real way, in the States we don’t have a very tangible
experience of the saints and martyrs. They’re more people in
our minds. They’re more kind of heroes that we hear about in
readings or books or that the priests will tell us about during the
Mass. But when you come here to Europe, where many of them
lived, especially here in Italy and more so in Rome, you just
get that sense of how holiness is tangible for us because these
people whose bodies are in these holy places lived this holiness.
Our two new saints who are now both buried in St. Peter’s –
Saint John Paul II and Saint John XXIII – to be able to go to their
tombs and to pray there. It really lifts up our hearts in a new
way when we pray during the Eucharistic prayer, “Lord, we lift
up our hearts.” Being able to pray in front of the tombs of these
people who lived heroic virtue actually does that for our hearts.
It lifts them up to the Lord in a way that we really didn’t know
possible. So that is one of the benefits of being close to the Holy
Father and to the saints.

People from the Diocese of Joliet are going to be traveling
to Rome later this year; can you tell me why and why you
look forward to that so much?

In September, the diocese is going to have a pilgrimage group
come here to Rome for about a week for my ordination to the
diaconate. It will be a pilgrimage for those who are coming; the
icing on the cake, if you will, is that they will be here to witness
an ordination to the diaconate. Myself and 40 plus of my closest
classmates and friends will be hitting the marble at St. Peter’s

Our two new saints who are now both
buried in St. Peter’s – Saint John
Paul II and Saint John XXIII – to be able to
go to their tombs and to pray there. It really
lifts up our hearts in a new way when we
pray during the Eucharistic prayer, 'Lord, we
lift up our hearts.' Being able to pray in
front of the tombs of these people who lived
heroic virtue actually does that for our
hearts. It lifts them up to the Lord in a way
that we really didn’t know possible. So that
is one of the benefits of being close to the
Holy Father and to the saints."
right by the altar of the chair by the Holy Spirit window.
I think it’s quite an exciting opportunity for people from our
diocese, the local church in Joliet, to come over here and have
that experience of the Church Universal to get a taste of these
things I’ve been talking about with the proximity to the pope. We’ll
have an audience with the pope during the time. We will have an
opportunity to visit many of the tombs of the saints. They will have
opportunities to encounter people from different cultures, especially
to encounter the Italians, which is a very beautiful thing because
they have a lot to show us and to teach us; each culture does.
And they will have the opportunity to encounter people with
the faith who are here in Rome, but who have also come on
pilgrimage themselves from different parts of the world and
even those people who come from different dioceses around the
States for the sake of the ordination. That will be a really neat
experience, and the ordination is going to be a very special event
because we’re going to have the ordination, right there in St.
Peter’s Basilica. Unfortunately it won’t be Pope Francis who will
be celebrating but His Eminence Donald Cardinal Wuerl from
Washington, D.C., will be ordaining us. He’s an alumnus of the
college and very near and dear to our class because he’s been
there every step of our journey as regards our formation.
It’s going to be a very beautiful week to come here to Rome to
encounter the faith here and to have a powerful experience with
the Church Universal. So I really hope a good number of people
are able to come.

A Pilgrimage to Rome to Visit Roma and Assisi and Paul Solomon’s Diaconate Ordination
Join Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel and Father Burke Masters, the diocesan vocation director, on a pilgrimage to Rome
and Assisi for the ordination to the diaconate of Paul Solomon, a seminarian with the diocese. The dates are from Sept.
26-Oct. 5. Participants will experience St. Peter's Basilica, the Scavi excavations, which have the bones of St. Peter, and
the hillside town of Assisi. Also included is the Pontifical North American College’s 2014 Diaconate Ordinations. Other
highlights of the pilgrimage include visits to the Vatican Museums, a Wednesday audience with Pope Francis, a visit to the
Pontifical North American College, and a walk through Ancient Rome. For further information and/or to reserve your place,
contact Sofia at 800.653.0017 or email canterbury.tours@live.com for a detailed brochure and reservation form.
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Special Report

For more
information on
the USCCB’s efforts
to combat human
trafficking, see
www.usccb.org

#BRINGBACKOURGIRLS

O

n April 15, 2014, nearly 300 high school girls were kidnapped from
their boarding school in northern Nigeria by an extremist Muslim
group called Boko Haram, a name meaning “Western education is a
sin.” According to a New York Times article by Nicholas Kristof, the
kidnapped girls were between the ages of 15 and 18, and included
both Christians and Muslims. While approximately 50 girls escaped, the rest were
reportedly going to be auctioned off for $12 each to become “wives” of militants,
making this a chapter in the ever-growing human trafficking story.

As the parents of the girls turned to the United Nations
and United States for help after becoming frustrated with the
Nigerian government’s inaction, Secretary of State John Kerry
assured reporters that the U.S. was “engaged and cooperating.”
He went on to discuss efforts to disrupt Boko Haram and its
financial backers, as well as ongoing efforts to train Nigerian
authorities in counter-terrorism.
THE VATICAN RESPONSE
On May 8, 2014, the Vatican issued an urgent appeal for
the release of the Nigerian school girls. The Vatican’s chief
spokesman, Rev. Federico Lombardi, called the abduction of the
young girls the latest instance of the “horrible forms of violence”
for which Boko Haram has become known in Nigeria.
Lombardi continued, “The denial of any kind of respect
for life and for the dignity of human beings, even the most
innocent, vulnerable and defenseless, calls for the strongest
condemnation.” He added, “We hope and pray that Nigeria,
thanks to the commitment of all who are in a position to help,
may find the way to end the situation of conflict and hateful
terrorism which is a source of incalculable suffering.”

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: A DEFINITION
The Polaris Project, a national resource center for human trafficking, describes human trafficking as a form of modern-day
slavery where people profit from the control and exploitation of
others. Victims include children involved in the sex trade, adults
who are coerced or deceived into commercial sex acts, and
anyone forced into forms of labor or services against their will.

THE REALITY ON THE GROUND
Despite all of these efforts and denunciations, Boko Haram has
actually increased its aggression in the weeks following the mass
kidnapping. According to Erin Conway-Smith in a report for
GlobalPost, Boko Haram has been responsible for 147 deaths,
1,698 displaced families and 80 burned churches in northeastern
Nigeria as of May 25. In short, the group appears to be responding
to the international pressure over the kidnappings by escalating its
big-city bombings and continuing its attacks on remote villages.
Meanwhile, the families and countless others around the world are
still waiting and hoping for the safe return of the kidnapped girls.
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VIRAL PRESSURE?
In this age of social media, a new phenomenon has emerged in
the hopes of putting “viral” pressure on Nigerian authorities to
recover the girls. A campaign entitled, “Bring Back Our Girls,”
was launched on the White House website, Change.org, Twitter
(#BringBackOurGirls), and Facebook to demand the return
of the kidnapped girls. As of May 26, the Facebook page had
received 205,288 likes. Of course, it remains to be seen
whether such campaigns will have any real positive effect on
bringing these kinds of conflicts to a satisfactory resolution.

Pope Watch

What POPE FRANCIS has been
saying and doing

HUMAN TRAFFICKING BY THE NUMBERS
Statistics from Polaris Project and Slavery Is Real.
Lauren Cater©Catholic News Agency

27 Million
Number of people in modern day slavery around the world
$32 Billion
Annual profit generated by the human trafficking industry
100,000 – 300,000
Number of prostituted children in the United States

50
Percentage of human trafficking victims that are children

Pope Francis visits the Holy Land: During his threeday visit to the Middle East at the end of May, Pope Francis
prayed at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. There he placed a
Spanish version of the Lord’s Prayer in the cracks of the wall,
the holiest site where Jews can pray in the Old City.

5
Years before human trafficking overtakes the drug trade in size

This marks the 50th
anniversary of a landmark trip
to the Middle East by Pope
Paul VI in 1964.

U.S. BISHOPS FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has an
Anti-Trafficking Program which seeks “to educate on human
trafficking as an offense against the fundamental dignity of the
human person; to advocate for an end to modern day slavery;
and to provide training and technical assistance on this issue.”
In the last six years alone, the USCCB has assisted more than
2,232 survivors of trafficking and more than 500 of their
family members. Current programs include:
• Dignity of Work – provides employment services to
individuals not eligible for such benefits when they sought to
re-enter the legitimate workforce.
• The Amistad Movement – a human trafficking education and
awareness campaign for immigrant communities.
• The SHEPHERD Campaign – a campaign to help Catholics
learn more about human trafficking, as well as work with their
parish community to address this issue.
•A
 fter Rescue – Evaluation of Strategies to Integrate Survivors
of Trafficking – partnership with Georgetown University
for a research project to present a profile of survivors and
to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions to stabilize,
rehabilitate, and integrate them into the wider American society.
• National Day of Prayer – the USCCB Committee on
Migration designated February 8 as an annual Day of Prayer
for survivors and victims of human trafficking. February 8 is
the feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as
a child and sold into slavery in Sudan and Italy.
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FROM THE POPE:

“Peacemaking demands first and foremost respect
for the dignity and freedom of every human person.”
In early June, as a followup to his trip to the Middle
East, Pope Francis met with
the Israeli and Palestinian
presidents for an “Invocation
of Peace.” Here is an
excerpt of the pope’s appeal
for peace to the leaders:
History teaches that our strength alone does not suffice. More
than once we have been on the verge of peace, but the evil
one, employing a variety of means, has succeeded in blocking it. That
is why we are here, because we know and we believe that we need the
help of God. We do not renounce our responsibilities, but we do call
upon God in an act of supreme responsibility before our consciences
and before our peoples. We have heard a summons, and we must
respond. It is the summons to break the spiral of hatred and violence,
and to break it by one word alone: the word ‘brother.’ But to be able to
utter this word we have to lift our eyes to heaven and acknowledge
one another as children of one Father.

Alan Holdren/Catholic News Agency©

80
Percentage of human trafficking victims that are female

Y O U R

A Spotlight on Girl Scouting

F A I T H

Feature Story

This is the first of a two-part series on Scouting in the diocese.
Next month will feature a leader in the Boy Scouts.

osemarie Courtney has been
involved in the Girl Scouts for
more than 50 years and is known
as a Girl Scout historian for her
vast knowledge of scouting in the
Chicagoland area. She was one of the
historians who helped put on the Girl Scout
centennial exhibit at the DuPage County
Historical Museum. She has served as a
troop leader, trainer, council and national
delegate, and Gold Award advisor and has
been an instructor of the religious medal
classes held at Our Lady of Peace Parish
in Darien. She was interviewed by Carlos
Briceño about what being part of the Girl
Scouts has meant to her and her faith life.

R

My first intersection with the Girl Scouts was in November
or December of 1949 when our parish was starting Girl Scout
troops. I brought home the application from school and said I
want to be a Girl Scout. I was 10 years old at the time. I thought
it would be a fun activity and many of my friends were joining.
My dad signed the application and gave me the 50 cents to
register as an Intermediate Girl Scout.
In Girl Scouts I learned to be my own self. I could be a person
and think for myself. I didn’t have to always follow someone
else. I could take on the challenge of being a leader. I learned
through scouting that, if you follow the values taught through
the Girl Scout Promise and Law, that you’re really helping other
people and understanding what the world is all about.
Girl Scouting taught me leadership and the values of it. I can
remember there was a senior conference held every winter in the
downtown Hilton in Chicago, and I was once asked to be in charge
of the whole banquet for that. I said, “I can’t do this.” They said,
“Yes, you can. You have the skills to do it.” I was 16, and I did it.
The summer between my sophomore and junior years of high
school my troop went on a two- week canoe trip to the Quetico
Waters of Canada. On Sunday morning, while paddling through
a canyon, we sang spiritual songs with the words echoing off the
canyon walls. It is there that I realized the beauty God gave us in
nature and that I can talk to God and Mary in my own words.
Back then in the 1950s Girl Scout troops had sponsors, and
we were sponsored by the Council of Catholic Women (CCW)
at Immaculate Conception Parish on Talcott Avenue in Chicago,
and every first Saturday the women went to Mass together, and
we Girl Scouts were asked to come too. And, if you attended
nine out of the 10 Masses, we were given a special little pin.
There was breakfast after the Mass on Saturdays, and we, as
girls, got to serve them as a thank you for sponsoring us.
My leaders were young single women who grew up as Girl

Scouts, and I loved what they taught me. In 1954 I earned the
Curved Bar, which was the highest award a Girl Scout could
earn at that time. When my leader presented me a award she
told me give back to scouting what you got out of it. I am still
trying to do that.
In 1968 we moved to our home in Darien and I called DuPage
County Council, as it was called then, and said I would like to
be involved with the council and give up my troop in Chicago.
I became a consultant for the troops in the area, worked with
troops in the public schools and with Our Lady of Peace School
and encouraged them to do many activities. At that time our
Lady of Peace had a CCW organization and the girls worked
with them and helped the women in the organization. Through
the CCW, the girls learned various ways they could help others
through service projects. The girls continued, as I did, to grow
and meet challenges through the various activities they did in
Girl Scouts.
For over 30 years, I help girls with their medals in their parishes.
I know four young women who have earned all four medals
through me, and the last one is the Spirit Alive [medal], which
very few girls earn. It’s learning more about spirituality in our
faith, rather than doing activities. It’s learning about the Holy
Spirit and how he guides us through our lives. They have to pick
three activities; some could be digital or artistic. Each girl has to
pick and realize her leadership capabilities in doing this project
and learning more about God and the Holy Spirit. Three of
them are married and two have children and the fourth one is a
dedicated nurse. All are outstanding young Catholic women.
My Girl Scout leaders encouraged me in my career in
pharmaceutical research. My mom wanted me to be a secretary.
The Girl Scouts taught me to be the person I am. I think it’s
important that Girl Scouts keep encouraging girls to earn their
religious emblems because it does bring them closer to their
faith. So many parishes have done away with the CCW, so there
isn’t that connection of “Oh, as an adult I can help in some way
to serve my parish.” Through these medals the girls can continue
then to understand that there is more to life to their faith than
just going to church on Sunday.
Interview by Carlos Briceño
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THE CATHOLIC PRIEST
A

S H O RT

OV ERV IEW

T

he following is the second in a series of
articles relating to the Deacon Affirmation
Project, which is a diocesan effort to inform
people on the formation and education of
deacons. Usually a year before he is
ordained a priest, a seminarian is ordained as a
transitional deacon.
18
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Our image of the priest may be
formed by a number of impressions.
We have an experience of the parish
priest we see and hear each Sunday at
Mass, or the priest we knew in college
at the Newman Center, or the priest in
movies like “The Bells of St. Mary's” or
“The Exorcist.” All of these have formed
our personal interpretations of who the
priest is; however, these impressions
are diverse and can be arbitrary. When
Jesus Christ founded His priesthood,
what did He intend? Who is the priest
in his very being?
When Father Douglas Martis
explained the identity of the deacon in
his article last month in this magazine,
he explained the principle of "Lex
orandi, lex credendi," (for example, the
way we pray, the way we celebrate our
liturgy) exemplifies what we believe. We
are going to use the same principle to
teach us about the identity of the priest.
The life of Christ elucidated in Sacred
Scripture, the documents of the Church
and the Rite of the Ordination of Priests
(referred to simply as "Rite") will help
us understand not why we like some
priests better than others but what
God has made the priest to be and,
therefore, what is common to all priests.
First, we are speaking here of the
ministerial priest and not a member
of the common priesthood of all the
faithful. Certainly, an article on the
common priesthood of all the faithful
would be a noble and helpful topic, but
the scope of this particular article is the
identity of the ministerial priest.
Second, the identity of the ministerial
priest is common to all such priests
whether they are diocesan, Benedictine,
Dominican or any other religious
community. We are speaking of all
ministerial priests, even though the
practice of their priesthood may differ
depending on time or place. I am not
going to speak here of how a priest lives
his life, or the things he does in his
free time. I am speaking of a far greater
mystery: who is the priest as God has
ordained him, and made him, to be?

Y O U R

S T O R Y

Feature Story

Who is the priest?

Blessed Columba Marmion wrote: "...if
a priest did nothing during his whole life
but offer the holy sacrifice piously every
morning, or even if he were only to offer
it once, he would have accomplished an
act greater in the hierarchy of values than
those events which convulse the world.
For the effect of every Mass will endure
for eternity, and nothing is eternal except
the divine." We may certainly question
how can that same wonderfully imperfect
priest from my parish accomplish such
a supreme act? Abbot Marmion can only
make this radical claim about the priest,
because of how Christ works in and
through the priest.

When did Christ first institute the
priesthood?

The priesthood was instituted at
the same event the Eucharist was
instituted: The Last Supper. Hence, the
Liturgy of the Church helps guide our
understanding. We have the account
found in the Synoptic Gospels and the
writings of St. Paul of what happened on
the night of that first Eucharist. When
Jesus took the bread, He said: “This is my
body, which will be given for you; do this
in memory of me.” When He took the
chalice, Jesus said: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which will be shed
for you." There is, however, a unique
account of that first Holy Thursday found
in the Gospel of Saint John. Saint John
recounts the episode in which Jesus
washed the disciples' feet and offered
them a lengthy instruction including the
following: "I have given you a model to
follow, so that as I have done for you, you
should also do." In fact, Jesus not only
commands them to do as He has done,
but He will also configures them so that
they act in His person.

The priest and the Sacrifice
configured to Christ

This configuring of the priest to the
person of Jesus Christ and the priest's
close connection to the sacrifice of the
Most Holy Eucharist is true of every

'Keep always
before your eyes
the example of the
Good Shepherd who
came not to be served
but to serve, and who
came to seek out and
save what was lost.' If
the priest is configured
to Christ, then he too
must be a sacrifice for
God's people."

validly ordained priest. Exhorting the
priest to personal holiness, the homily
of the Rite addresses the candidates for
priesthood: "…being configured to Christ
the eternal High Priest and joined to
the priesthood of the Bishops, he (the
priest) will be consecrated a true priest
of the New Testament to preach the
Gospel, to shepherd God’s people, and
to celebrate the sacred liturgy, especially
the Lord’s sacrifice." The Second Vatican
Council is even more specific: "It is in
the Eucharistic cult or in the Eucharistic
assembly of the faithful (synaxis) that
they (the priests) exercise in a supreme
degree their sacred office; there, acting in
the person of Christ and proclaiming His
mystery, they unite the votive offerings
of the faithful to the sacrifice of the New
Testament, that namely of Christ offering
himself once for all a spotless victim to
the Father." Sacramentally, the priest
receives a mark on his soul allowing him
to act in the person of Jesus Christ.
The priest is the same fallible human
being he was before, but Christ now
decides to work through him. The
priesthood of the priest neither belongs
to the priest himself nor is it for the
priest's aggrandizement. The purpose of
the priest is to unite the offering of the
faithful to the sacrifice of Christ. During
the prayer of consecration and after the
laying on of hands by which the priest is
ordained, the words of the bishop recall

the priesthood of Aaron and the ministry
of Moses. Aaron offers sacrifices on behalf
of the people, while Moses leads them
to the Promised Land. The prayer recalls
Christ as the apostle and high priest
who offered His sacrifice and, through
the power of the Holy Spirit, passed
this work on to others. The prayer also
reminds us that the dignity of priesthood
is not simply a sign hung on the outside
but something accomplished deep within
each candidate. The bishop prays, once
again reiterating the close tie between
the priest and the altar: "Together with
us, may he be a faithful steward of your
mysteries, so that your people may be
renewed in the waters of rebirth and
nourished from your altar; so that sinners
may be reconciled and the sick raised
up. May he be joined with us, Lord, in
imploring your mercy for the people
entrusted to their care and for all the
world." All this exists for the purpose of
uniting all in the one people of God.
The priest not only unites the sacrifice
of the faithful to that of Christ, he is also
to allow the sacrifice of his own life to be
one with the sacrifice of Christ. The Rite
exhorts: "Let the holiness of your life be a
delightful fragrance to Christ’s faithful, so
that by word and example you may build
up the house which is God’s Church." "As
a celebrant of the mystery of the Lord’s
death and resurrection, strive to put to
death whatever in your members is sinful,
and to walk in newness of life." "Keep
always before your eyes the example of
the Good Shepherd who came not to be
served but to serve, and who came to seek
out and save what was lost.” If the priest
is configured to Christ, then he too must
be a sacrifice for God's people.

Story by Father Thomas Milota, who
was ordained a priest in 1992 for the
Diocese of Joliet and received the
Licentiate in Sacramental Theology
from the Pontifical Atheneum of Saint
Anselm in Rome. He presently serves as
the pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish
in Naperville.
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Hispanic Ministry
A School of Pastoral Formation for
Hispanics Begins in the Diocese

Una Escuela de Formación Pastoral
para Hispanos Comienza en la Diócesis

fter a year of familiarizing
myself in the diocese and the
reorganization of the
educational program, as well
as taking into consideration
the bishop’s requirements and my role
responsibilities to this office, I decided to
start the School of Pastoral Formation
with an initial retreat and orientation
commencing on Saturday, Aug. 2.

espués de un año de
familiarización en la diócesis y la
reorganización del programa
formativo tomando en cuenta
las exigencias del Obispo a las
responsabilidades de esta oficina, he decidido
comenzar la Escuela de formación Pastoral
con un retiro inicial y de orientación el sábado,
2 de agosto del 2014 en la Iglesia de San
Patricio, 710 Marion St., Joliet, a las 8 a.m.

A

1. We will simultaneously start the program of
ESCAP: Training School Pastoral aimed for people who
want to develop a pastoral leadership role of parish life.
ESFOR: School Education in Pastoral Hispanic Youth
aimed for ages over 18 who are interested in coordinating,
accompany or assist the ministry with young Latinos.
2. We are expected to have over 40 students this year
between the two schools.
3. Throughout the program, participants will be divided
into small permanent communities; we want to ensure
consistency and mutual support.
In conclusion, it is time to actualize the
organizational structure of the Hispanic Ministry
with adults and young people engaged in
the diocese and are involved in a common
pastoral plan for evangelization of Hispanics.
Therefore I encourage you to collaborate in
emphasizing the urgency of the ecclesial sense
to prevent the isolation of groups of parishes, or
the movements of this joint project. From our office we
will ensure the privacy and respect for identity, methodology specific
to each individual’s criteria, but we strive to build this common
project of evangelization of Hispanics.
The plan for our Hispanic Ministry is to capture and secure
the plan for our school of pastoral training – ESCAP and the
school of youth ministry training ESFOR for our parishes. These
ministries give the opportunity for formation which is in need
to be explored, helping the laity to understand and accept their
respective roles in the church. The mission of this
school of pastoral training is to fully train all adults
and youth so they can facilitate, encourage, motivate
and help integrate these movements within the
parish communities in their Christian growth.
I am convinced that through these Pastoral training
ESCAP and ESFOR we certainly can ensure the
active participation of lay people involved in the joint
project of Hispanic ministry that we are structuring.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
ABOUT THIS AND
OTHER PROGRAMS
FROM THE OFFICE OF
HISPANIC MINISTRY,
PLEASE CALL
815.221.6246.

20

Christ is our Hope / July 2014 / D i oc e se ofj ol i e t . or g

D

1. Vamos a comenzar simultáneamente el programa de
ESCAP: Escuela de Capacitación Pastoral, dirigido a
personas que desean desarrollar un liderazgo pastoral
para función de la vida parroquial.
ESFOR: Escuela de Formación en Pastoral Juvenil
Hispana dirigido a personas mayores de 18 años,
interesado en coordinar, acompañar o asesorar la
pastoral con jóvenes latinos/as.
2. Esperamos más de 40 estudiantes que vamos a tener este
año entre las dos escuelas.
3. Durante el transcurso del programa los participantes
se dividirán en pequeñas comunidades permanentes;
queremos asegurarnos la consistencia y el apoyo mutuo.
La conclusión principal es que ya es tiempo de concretizar la
estructura organizativa de pastoral hispana con adultos y jóvenes
comprometidos en la diócesis alrededor de un proyecto pastoral
común para la evangelización de los hispanos. Por este motivo
quiero rogarles que colaboremos en enfatizar la urgencia del
sentido eclesial que impida el aislamiento de los grupos de
las parroquias, o de los movimientos de este proyecto común.
Desde nuestra oficina garantizaremos el respeto por la identidad,
la metodología y los criterios particulares de cada uno, pero
queremos esforzarnos en la construcción de este proyecto
común de evangelización con los hispanos.
El plan para el Ministerio Hispano es parte del plan para
la Escuela de Capacitación Pastoral ESCAP y Escuela de
Formación en Pastoral Juvenil ESFOR para nuestras parroquias.
Las nuevas oportunidades para el ministerio y la formación
necesitan ser exploradas, ayudando a los laicos a comprender y
asumir sus respectivos roles en la iglesia.
La misión de esta escuela de formación pastoral es
de capacitar integralmente a todos los adultos y jóvenes
para que acompañen, faciliten, motiven, y ayuden
a las comunidades parroquiales y de movimientos
en sus progresivo crecimiento humano y cristiano.
Estoy convencido que a través de ESCAP y ESFOR
podemos garantizar la participación protagónica de laicos
comprometidos dentro del proyecto común de pastoral
hispana que estamos construyendo.
Story by Jorge Rivera, the diocesan director of the Office
of Hispanic ministry and coordinator of Ethnic Ministry

Decree of the Diocesan Bishop
St. Martin Mission has served the Catholic faithful in Martinton, Illinois since 1900. During that time, many Catholics have
heard the Word of God and have received the sacraments of the Church at St. Martin’s. Now, in an effort to meet all the needs
of the people in the Diocese of Joliet, it is necessary to make new provisions for the spiritual care of the parishioners of St.
Martin Mission. To that end, having asked the parishioners to make known their needs and desires, and after consultation
with the Presbyteral Council in accord with Canon 515 §2, I hereby:
1. Establish that St. Martin Mission be suppressed as a mission of St. Mary Parish, Beaverville, IL, effective
July 23, 2014. On this same date, St. Martin Mission will become a chapel under the care of the pastor of St.
Edmund Parish, Watseka, IL, who will have the canonical responsibility for caring for the church, the parish
hall, the cemetery, and the financial resources of St. Martin’s Chapel.
2. St. Martin’s Chapel will be available for funerals, weddings, baptisms and other liturgical functions, as
authorized by the pastor of St. Edmund Parish.
This decision is motivated by a concern for the spiritual welfare of the Catholic faithful in the area of Martinton, and it has
been deemed to be the best use of available priest personnel.
All parish registers containing the records of baptism, confirmation, Eucharist, marriage, and death preserved at St. Mary
Parish, Beaverville, which has overseen St. Martin Mission, shall be transferred to St. Edmund Parish, where they will be
faithfully preserved and maintained in accord with Canon 535 §1-5.
I direct that this Decree be given to the pastors of St. Mary Parish, Beaverville and St. Edmund Parish, Watseka, and that
this information be communicated to the parishioners of St. Martin Mission by July 20, 2014.
Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of Joliet on this 13th day of June, 2013.

Whereas, St. Martin Mission, Martinton has been under the care of the pastor of St. Mary Parish, Beaverville, and whereas
the care of St. Martin Mission will become the responsibility of the pastor of St. Edmund Parish, Watseka, I hereby decree:
1. Effective June 18, 2014, Father Michael Powell is appointed as the administrator of St. Martin Mission until
July 23, 2014.
2. Effective July 23, 2014, Father Michael Powell is appointed as the chaplain of St. Martin Mission, which, at
that time, will become known as St. Martin Chapel. This appointment is effective during the time that Father
Powell serves as pastor of St. Edmund Parish or until other determinations are made for St. Martin Chapel.
Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois on this 13th day of June in the year 2014.

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of Joliet-in-Illinois

Very Reverend Joseph J. Tapella
Judicial Vicar
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Continued from page 4

I'm really
excited
about how our
first Mass Mob
turned out. ... It
was a beautiful
day. The church is
awesome, and we
had a great turn
out. God is truly
at work here.”

The visiting priest seemed a
little flustered by our hearty
responses. The organist was
very grateful to have all of
our voices filling the church.”
After the Mass, people
from Mass gathered to eat
and share fellowship.
“I'm really excited about
how our first Mass Mob
turned out,” said Chris
Prete, one of the leaders of
the day. “It was a beautiful
day. The church is awesome,
and we had a great turn out.
God is truly at work here.”

Father Francis Maher Dies
Father Francis Maher died on May 24. He was 86. He was
born in Chicago to Martin Maher and Margaret Monahan
Maher on Oct. 10, 1927. After attending St. Mel High
School, Quigley Preparatory School, and St. Mary of the Lake
Seminary in Mundelein, Francis Maher was ordained to the
priesthood on May 1, 1954, at the Cathedral of St. Raymond
in Joliet by Bishop Martin D. McNamara. Father Mather was
assigned to Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst, then to
St. Mary Parish in West Chicago (1958).
He was named pastor of St. Martin Parish in Martinton
(1962). Subsequent assignments as pastor included: St.
Charles Borromeo Parish in Bensenville (1966); Assumption
Parish in Ashkum (1968); St. Mary Parish in Paxton (1980):
St. Edmund Parish in Watseka (1986) and St. Rose Parish in
Wilmington (1991). On June 22, 1998, Father Maher retired
as pastor of pastor of St. Rose Parish in Wilmington and
moved to Colorado Springs.

National Family Planning Awareness
Week to be Celebrated in July
National Natural Family Planning Awareness Week
will be celebrated from July 20 to July 26 with the
theme: Natural Family Planning: It’s Worth It. Join
the Revolution! To find out more about NFP, please
contact Karen Buchert at kbuchert@dioceseofjoliet.
org or at 630.551.1712.

Summer Witness in Mission to be
Held in Late July
A five-day, four-night service experience called
“Summer Witness in Mission” will be held for
high school students from July 21 to 25 at
various locations around the diocese. For more
information, contact the Youth Ministry Office at ym@
dioceseofjoliet.org or 815.221.6235.

Diocesan Catholic Scouts Campout
Retreat to be Held in mid August
A campout retreat will be held for the Catholic
scouts of the Joliet Diocese from Aug. 15 to Aug.
17 on the grounds of St. Mary Parish in Plano. The
Joliet Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting
invites all Catholic scouts – Boy Scouts, Venturers,
and American Heritage Girls – to come and share
in spirituality and fun! Scouts may attend as a unit
or individually. Youths must have completed the
5th grade by the beginning of the campout. More
information is on its way! For more information,
contact JolietCatholicScouts@Gmail.com or visit
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting.

Men's Conference Held Recently
A men’s conference called “Go the Distance: A Vision
for Manhood” was held on May 31 at Providence
Catholic High School in New Lenox. Several hundred
men attended. In attendance were Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon, who presided over the Mass; members of
men’s groups from parishes across the diocese; and
several guest speakers, including Danny Abramowicz,
a former National Football League player.
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Last Word

Renewing Parishes and Making Disciples

J

ust a few days before Pentecost, almost 600 people in
parish leadership from the Diocese of Joliet and from
neighboring dioceses gathered at St. Mary Immaculate
Parish in Plainfield. It was a remarkable turnout for a great
day of formation and training led by Father Michael White,
pastor of Church of the Nativity in suburban Baltimore, and
one of his staff people, Brian Crook.

Father White is the coauthor of a book that has
captured the imagination
of much of the Catholic
landscape in our nation. The
book, “Rebuilt,” is the story
of a Catholic parish that was
languishing for many reasons,
(some external and some
internal) that was able to find
a path forward into vibrancy
and growth. It is a story of
hope for the many Catholic
faith communities seeking
pastoral renewal.
There seems to be a real
movement of the Holy
Spirit afoot these days in
our Church. The most
obvious sign is the joyful
and evangelizing leadership
coming from our Holy Father,
Pope Francis. He has, in

little over a year, gotten the
attention of the world in a
very positive way. He is calling
all Catholics and the Church
as a whole to live out our
baptismal call to embody and
proclaim the good news of
Jesus Christ. His call for a
new apostolic zeal is exciting
the imagination of Catholics
and non-Catholics alike.
The emergence of both
“Rebuilt” and another
book, “Forming Intentional
Disciples,” by Sherry Weddell,
is a hopeful sign that the Holy
Spirit is alive and well in the
Church and urging us forth
to a new day, indeed, a new
Pentecost.
Renewal in the Church
starts with a spiritual
grounding upon which all

else can stand. This starts,
of course, with each of us
having a living and dynamic
relationship with God. For
most, this is experienced
in and through personal
encounter with Jesus, who
is Word-Made-Flesh, the
Christ who wishes to heal and
nourish and save us in His
grace.
“Forming Intentional
Disciples” calls all Catholics
back to this basic initial
movement into relationship
with God. This book
also invites us to build
relationships with others
where our encounter with
Jesus and our resultant divine
relationship are shared and
explored. Parishes are to help
to facilitate the entry of people

onto this path of intentional
discipleship and the sharing of
their giftedness in the Church
and in the world.
“Rebuilt” invites parishes to
explore how they can reach
out to the vast ocean of the
lost, the marginal and the
seeking in our society. The
parish team featured in the
book found success building
ministries that meet the real
interests and needs of people
today, including small-faith
communities. They focused
on bringing a message in the
proclamation of the Word at
weekend liturgies that was
relevant and hopeful. They
made music at liturgies a
priority and emphasized a
welcoming spirit for all guests.
All this, and much more,
has proven to be a recipe for
success in their corner of the
world.
Both books offer any parish
hope that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and the beauty
of Catholic faith can win
hearts and change lives in
our society today. More than
simply keeping parishes afloat,
both books are about Jesus’
challenge to make disciples
and build a world of justice
and peace and hasten the
Reign of God. This is the
Catholic mission and it is a
thrilling one – and one that
requires the activating grace of
the Holy Spirit to accomplish.
As all Catholics work for
renewal in our parishes and in
our world, perhaps we can all
incorporate into our prayer life
“Come, Holy Spirit, and renew
the face of the earth.” Let us
trust that a new Pentecost
awaits!
Story by Tom Quinlan, the
diocesan director of the
Religious Education Office
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