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From the Bishop

Working Together

T

he Diocese of
Joliet has
outstanding
priests, but we
need more of
them. We are blessed
currently with 34
seminarians, most of
whom, God willing, will
ultimately be confident of
a call to the priesthood
and seek ordination.
Some people suggest that the answer
to finding more priests is to change the
requirements for the priesthood. This
argument fits into the general category
that the Church needs to change with the
world. But Christ came to establish the
Kingdom of God and transform the world.
Transforming the Church into the kingdom
of the world seems to get things backward.
So, the Church works with the
priesthood that Christ and the Holy Spirit
gave us. We try to be as creative as we
can within those bounds. For example,
the presbyterate of our diocese includes
many priests who were born in foreign
countries. That makes sense, since the

... Christ came
to establish the
Kingdom of God and
transform the world.
Transforming the
Church into the kingdom
of the world seems to get
things backward."
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membership of the diocese includes
many first- and second-generation
immigrants. Our Vocations Director,
Father Burke Masters, has been working
to recruit seminarians from Mexico, given
the large Hispanic population here.
Of course, we are fortunate to have
many permanent deacons and lay
ministers who augment the work of our
priests. We need to continue strengthening
their role, while still recognizing the
indispensable role of priests.
We also need to figure out how to make
the best use of the priests we have, without
working them into an early grave. One
strategy to help with this was introduced
at the convocation of our priests last
October. A committee of priests, under the
leadership of Father William Dewan, vicar
for priests, laid out some statistical realities
of the diocese and called on all the priests
to begin a process of greater collaboration
among our parishes.
This process toward greater
collaboration will be undertaken at the
deanery level. (The diocese is divided
geographically into eight deaneries.)
At first, there will be some small steps:
looking at possibilities for sharing
personnel and programs, coordinating
Mass and confession schedules, utilizing
more evenly our senior and religiousorder priests who assist at parishes, and
developing a stronger commitment to
this concept among the priests.
As time progresses, and as both
practical results and a greater sense of
collaboration among parishes develop,
the priests hope to identify situations in
which some parishes might be clustered.
This could include one pastor serving
more than one parish (which is already
happening in a number of cases), or one
parochial vicar (assistant priest) serving
more than one parish, or even a team of
priests serving a group of parishes.
This process is not designed to result in
the closing of parishes. Which is not to say
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that no parish will ever close. The opening
and closing of parishes is part of the ebb
and flow of church life. Even dioceses
sometimes close. (Did you know that
Quincy and Alton used to be dioceses?)
Although this effort will be undertaken
by the priests, as the pastors of the
parishes and principal co-workers with
the bishop, they will consult with parish
pastoral councils and others who have
significant leadership roles. They will also
communicate regularly with everyone.
As this process of greater collaboration
among parishes begins and leads to
more clustering possibilities, three
“states of mind,” or spiritual attitudes, are
important for everyone.
First, even if this looks like a human
project, it is really God’s. The Church is
an instrument in God’s hands, designed
by Him to do His work. Thus, we must
pray constantly about this effort and seek
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Second, as with all church work, this
effort will be a reflection of the Pascal
Mystery, the death and resurrection
of our Lord. In other words, it will
entail sacrifice (for example, possible
adjustments to Mass schedules, more
funds needed for staff), but it will, in the
end, enable us to receive and respond
to God’s generous grace to be the living
presence of Christ in the world.
Third, we need to be serious about
vocations to the priesthood. Prayer
is essential. So is a positive attitude,
especially toward individual boys or
men who express an interest. Many of
our parishes have vocation teams or
committees; it would be good if they all
did (or clusters of parishes!).
Let’s do something about the shortage
of priests. Let’s work on something
together.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
January 2014
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a Diócesis de
Joliet tiene
sacerdotes
excelentes, pero
necesitamos más
de ellos. Actualmente
hemos sido bendecidos
con 34 seminaristas,
ultimadamente, la mayoría
de ellos, si Dios quiere,
van a tener la confianza de
una llamada al sacerdocio
y en una búsqueda a la
ordenación.
Algunas personas sugieren que
la respuesta a la búsqueda de más
sacerdotes es cambiar los requisitos
para el sacerdocio. Este argumento
cabe dentro de una categoría general de
que la Iglesia tiene que cambiar con el
mundo. Pero Cristo vino a establecer el
Reino de Dios y transformar el mundo. La
transformación de la Iglesia en el reino del
mundo parece hacer las cosas al revés.
Así, la Iglesia trabaja con el sacerdocio
que Cristo y el Espíritu Santo nos dieron.
Tratamos de ser lo más creativo como
sea posible dentro de esos límites. Por
ejemplo, el presbítero de la diócesis
incluye a muchos sacerdotes que
han nacido en el extranjero. Eso tiene
sentido, ya que la membrecía de la
diócesis incluye muchos inmigrantes de
primera y segunda generación. Nuestro
Director de Vocaciones, el Padre Burke
Masters, ha estado trabajando para
reclutar seminaristas de México, dada a
la gran población hispana aquí.
Claro, tenemos la suerte de tener
muchos diáconos permanentes y
ministros laicos que apoyan el trabajo
de nuestros sacerdotes. Tenemos que
seguir fortaleciendo su función, sin dejar
de reconocer el papel insustituible de los
sacerdotes.
También tenemos que encontrar la
manera más práctica de cómo utilizar
los sacerdotes que tenemos, y sin
sobrecargarlos prematuramente. Una
de las estrategias para ayudar con
esto se presentó en la convocatoria de
nuestros sacerdotes el pasado mes de

octubre. Un comité de sacerdotes, bajo
la dirección del Padre William Dewan,
vicario para los sacerdotes, expuso
algunas realidades estadísticas de la
diócesis y pidió a todos los sacerdotes a
iniciar un proceso de mayor colaboración
entre nuestras parroquias.
Este proceso hacia una mayor
colaboración se llevará a cabo a nivel
de decanato. (Geográficamente la
diócesis se divide en ocho decanatos.) Al
principio, habrá unos pequeños pasos:
buscando las posibilidades para la
colaboración de personal y programas,
la coordinación de los horarios de
misa y confesión, utilizando de manera
más uniforme a nuestros sacerdotes
mayores y sacerdotes de orden religioso
que colaboran en las parroquias y el
desarrollo de un compromiso más fuerte
con este concepto entre los sacerdotes.
Mientras el tiempo progresa, y
mientras los resultados prácticos y un
mayor sentido de colaboración entre
parroquias se desarrollan, los sacerdotes
esperan identificar situaciones en las que
algunas parroquias podrían estar unidas.
Esto podría incluir a un pastor que
atienda a más de una parroquia (cual
ya está ocurriendo en algunos casos), o
un vicario parroquial (párroco asociado)
sirviendo más de una parroquia, o
incluso un equipo de sacerdotes que
sirvan a un grupo de parroquias.
El resultado de este proceso no está
diseñado para el cierre de parroquias.
Lo cual no quiere decir que ninguna
parroquia nunca se cierre. La apertura y
el cierre de parroquias es parte del flujo
de la vida eclesial. Incluso ha habido
diócesis cual se han cerrado. (¿Sabía
usted que Quincy y Alton eran diócesis?)
Aunque este esfuerzo estará a cargo
de los sacerdotes, como los pastores de
parroquias y los principales trabajadores
con el obispo, van a consultar al consejo
pastoral parroquial y otros que tengan
funciones significantes de liderazgo.
También se comunicarán regularmente
con todos.
A la medida que este proceso
comience en una mayor colaboración
entre las parroquias y conduzca a más
posibilidades de unir parroquias en áreas
estratégicas, tres "estados de ánimo," o
actitudes espirituales, serán importantes

para todos.
En primer lugar, aun parezca que es
un proyecto humano, es realmente de
Dios. La Iglesia es un instrumento en
manos de Dios, concebido por El para
hacer su obra. Por lo tanto, debemos
orar constantemente por este esfuerzo y
buscar la guía del Espíritu Santo.
En segundo lugar, al igual que
con todo el trabajo de la iglesia, este
esfuerzo será un reflejo del misterio
pascual, la muerte y resurrección de
nuestro Señor. En otras palabras, esto
conllevará sacrificio (por ejemplo,
los posibles ajustes a los horarios de

... Cristo vino a
establecer el
Reino de Dios y
transformar el mundo.
La transformación de la
Iglesia en el reino del
mundo parece hacer las
cosas al revés."

Misa, y la necesidad de más fondos
para el personal), pero, al final, esto
nos permitirá recibir y responder a la
generosa gracia de Dios para que sea la
presencia viva de Cristo en el mundo.
En tercer lugar, tenemos que ser
serios acerca de las vocaciones al
sacerdocio. La oración es esencial. Igual
a una actitud positiva, especialmente
hacia los individuos jóvenes o hombres
que expresan un interés. Muchas de
nuestras parroquias tienen equipos de
vocaciones o comités; sería bueno si
todas lo hicieran (o parroquias unidas en
áreas estratégicas!).
Vamos a hacer algo acerca de la
escasez de sacerdotes. Vamos a trabajar
en algo juntos.
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
enero 2014
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A Day of Prayer to
be Held in February
during World Day for
Consecrated Life
In 1997, Blessed Pope John
Paul II instituted a day of
prayer for women and men in
consecrated life. These women
and men are called to reflect
the light of Jesus Christ to all
people. This year’s observance
will be held on Feb. 2 in the
parishes across the diocese
where women and men
religious reside or minister.
This will allow all parishioners
to realize that women and men
religious are alive and well, and
that they continue to be a vibrant
presence in the Church.

Diocesan Offices
Move to the
Blanchette Catholic
Center in Crest Hill
On Dec.16, 2013, the Diocese
of Joliet opened its new
headquarters at the Blanchette
Catholic Center in Crest Hill.
Diocesan employees from the
Chancery and Tribunal, formerly
located in Joliet, and from the
St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral
Center, in Romeoville, will now
be housed under one roof at
the new center, which was
named after the second bishop
of the diocese, Bishop Romeo
Blanchette. The center’s address
is 16555 Weber Road, Crest
Hill, IL 60403. The center’s
phone number is 815-2216100; the fax number is 815221-6101. The current phone
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number at the Chancery (815722-6606) will still be in effect
until all offices are operational.
January 2, 2014, was the
official date that all offices were
fully merged into the new center.

Eucharistic Chapel
Dedicated at Parish in
Coal City
Recently, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in Coal City purchased and
renovated its former convent
building, which is located at
195 South Kankakee Street.
This building will serve as the
church’s office building as well
as meeting space. In addition
to this building, the parish will
also have a new Eucharistic
Perpetual Adoration Chapel,
which will be located in the new
parish center. The chapel will
be called Mary, Mother of the
Eucharist Adoration Chapel.
The chapel was dedicated
on Nov. 24 by Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph Siegel. All are welcome
to pray there between the hours
of 5 a.m. until 11 p.m., with
access through the east end of
the front of the chapel.
“The Adoration Chapel is a
place of silent reverence and
prayer in the presence of Jesus
Christ, really and truly present
in the Blessed Sacrament,”
said Father Robert Noesen,
the parish’s pastor. “I would
encourage all visitors to make
a regular habit of stopping in
the chapel regularly. It is always
available for silent, private prayer
in the presence of the Holy
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Students from St. Mary Nativity Catholic School, Joliet,
enjoy working on an experiment in their science lab. The
school received $27,700 in scholarship revenue from
Catholic Education Foundation donors last year.
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Eucharist and is open to all. …
By being with Him, we come
to believe in Him all the more
and learn to trust in Him even
more. Come and experience a
wonderful place to pray before
our God.”

The Aftermath of the
Tornado in Coal City
The recent tornado that ripped
through parts of Illinois last
November resulted in action by
various Catholic churches and
agencies across the diocese.
One parish, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in
Coal City, was close to where
one tornado touched down.
Father Robert Noesen, the
parish’s pastor, said there was a
“great sense of devastation” in
the community as power lines
were down and homes and
businesses destroyed nearby.
“It was pretty much a war
zone,” he said.
But help was on the way. He
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and his parishioners – along
with other faith communities in
the area, Catholic Charities in
Morris and other local non-profit
organizations – mobilized and
collected food, clothing and
donations. The parish collected
more than $35,000 as part of
the Our Lady of Mercy Tornado
Relief Fund to aid the victims.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
visited the parish to celebrate
Mass. And Father Noesen
also celebrated a Mass for the
victims and anyone else who
wanted to pray and offer thanks.
“Natural disasters are a part
of life,” Father Noesen said.
“We all face these challenges
and uncertainties in life, but the
Local news continued on page 22
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î Short Articles of Lenten Journey/
Easter Memories Needed for April Issue
Christ is our Hope magazine is looking for short – no
more than 300-350 words – articles about your favorite
memories regarding Lent or Easter. The articles should
be about something spiritual and faith filled regarding
the joys of Easter or lessons learned during Lent. The
best stories will then be selected to appear in the April
issue of the magazine. We cannot pay for any articles
submitted, and if one of yours is used, expect some
editing of it to occur. Please email your submissions to:
magazine@dioceseofjoliet.org by Feb. 18, 2014.
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Catholic Charities

Catholic Life
It’s been a learning experience
for me as well as the children,”
she says. Sharon looks forward to each
day at school, saying, “I’ve had many
jobs over the years, but this is, by far, the
best job I’ve ever had.”

“The church is a mother: it must reach out to heal the wounds,
yes? With mercy. If the Lord never tires of forgiving, we don’t
have any other path than this one: before anything else, curing
the wounds, yes? It’s a mother, the church, and it must go down
this path of mercy. It must find mercy for everyone, no?”

Wikipedia/
Pompeo Batoni,
The Return of the
Prodigal Son

Pope Francis and
God’s Mercy

I

see clearly that the thing the
church needs most today is the
ability to heal wounds and to warm
the hearts of the faithful; it needs
nearness, proximity.” (Pope Francis)

The reaction to Pope Francis’ interview, published in the
Jesuit magazine, America, has been generally positive, even
enthusiastic. The pope describes a church that is called to be
compassionate and merciful, one that needs to perform triage
on a badly wounded people. “I see the church as a field hospital
after battle,” he said.
The tone of the pope’s message was pastoral. In his on-board
news conference as he returned from World Youth Day in Brazil
the pope said,

6
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This language of mercy and compassion comes from the heart
of the Bible. Many of Jesus’ stories capture God’s patience and
willingness to forgive. In the Hebrew Scriptures two words,
hanan and hesed, express the qualities of God’s love. Hanan
means to be gracious, merciful, and caring for those in need.
Hesed conveys a love that is freely given, a love beyond duty,
and overflowing in abundance. In the book of Exodus, God is
a “merciful and gracious God, long-suffering and rich in hesed
and faithfulness.” Here we have what is considered the most
adequate language to express God’s disposition toward us.
In the Gospels, Jesus tells stories of God’s compassion and
mercy. The prodigal son is received graciously, and the humble
tax collector at prayer is heard with compassion. Jesus’ own
actions embody Divine Love. The woman accused of adultery
is forgiven without reprimand. Mary Magdalene experiences
a loving God who frees her. Jesus’ mother, from her own
experience, reminds us that God lifts up the lowly.

A wounded people
Why are people responding so warmly to this talk of a
merciful Church expressing God’s mercy? When asked to
describe himself the pope said, “I am a sinner. This is the
most accurate definition.” We all share this identity. Part of our
woundedness comes from remorse about our behaviors. We
carry guilt and allow it to drag us down. We may often feel
shame and consider ourselves unworthy to be in God’s presence.
In addition, we may carry the weight of being judged by others.
Pope Francis reminded us that concern for moral issues has
to be rooted in our foundational beliefs: we are loved by our
God, and saved by Jesus Christ. “The proposal of the Gospel,”
he said,” must be more simple, profound, radiant. It is from this
proposition that the moral consequences then flow.”
The Holy Father’s vision of Church is expansive. It is “the
home of all, not a small chapel that can hold only a small group
of selected people.” The pope saw holiness in “the patience of
the people of God.” Patience revealed the sanctity of his parents
and grandmother, Rosa. He said, “In my breviary I have the
last will of my grandmother, Rosa, and I read it often. For me
it is like a prayer. She is a saint who has suffered so much, also
spiritually, and yet always went forward with courage.”
The pope reminds all who serve the people: “The ministers of
the Church must be ministers of mercy above all.” Pope Francis
has introduced a new tone in the Church. It is being received as
a good beginning.
Story by Father John Welch, O. Carm.

“The Best Job I’ve
Ever Had”

S

ix years ago, Sharon’s life
changed dramatically. The
single woman, now 67 years
old, had a comfortable lifestyle.
She had raised her son and was
enjoying time with her grandchildren
and working hard in her professional
career. Then, like so many others, she
lost her job during the recession in 2008.
She looked for a new job but was unable
to find one “at my age,” she said.

At this point, Sharon’s busy and productive lifestyle slowed
down. This charismatic and energetic woman said, “When I
stopped working, I had nothing to do except stare at the four
walls of my apartment.” She was bored and now admits, “I
went through a really rough time.” As the months and years
passed, Sharon had a harder time making ends meet without
an income, and she moved into Section 8 housing for seniors.
Although she was unemployed, Sharon kept feeling a pull
toward a greater purpose. She wasn’t willing to sit at home
and feel bored and sad. So she decided that, if she couldn’t
find a job, she wanted to participate in volunteer work that
would make a difference in someone’s life. So she talked with
her friends, and one of them suggested Catholic Charities’
Foster Grandparent Program.

The Foster Grandparent Program offers adults (age 55 and
over) in Will County an opportunity to work with children
who have special needs at local schools, Head Start sites,
daycare and preschools. Foster Grandparents earn a modest,
tax-free stipend and generally work about 20 hours per week.
Sharon wasn’t immediately certain that this program would
be a good match for her. “I wasn’t so sure because ... I didn’t
like kids,” she remembers. However, something was drawing
her toward this opportunity, and she decided to give it a
try. Sharon was assigned to the Cathedral of St. Raymond
Catholic School in Joliet to work with second and third-grade
students.
Despite her initial hesitation, Sharon was immediately
at ease as a Foster Grandparent and absolutely loved the
experience. She described a typical day: “We start the
morning with a prayer. Then, I help children one-on-one
who are struggling. We work on math, reading, make-up tests
... basically anything they need extra attention with.” Sharon
appreciates that each day brings a different set of adventures
and challenges, adding, “I even helped build a tee-pee in a
Native American history lesson!”
The students refer to Sharon as “Grandma,” and she reports
that they are respectful and delightful to work with. “Oh, the
kids are so funny,” she said with a sparkle in her eyes. In fact,
Sharon can no longer say that she doesn’t like kids now that
she’s a Foster Grandparent. “It’s been a learning experience
for me as well as the children,” she says. Sharon looks
forward to each day at school, saying, “I’ve had many jobs
over the years, but this is, by far, the best job I’ve ever had.”

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet has been
providing help and hope for over 50 years. To
learn more about their Foster Grandparent
Program, call 815.723.3405 or email nzakosek@
cc-doj.org. For more information about any of
the programs and services provided by Catholic
Charities within the Diocese of Joliet, please
visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

Story by Maggie Snow
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Ask the Priest

Feature Story

The Epiphany: Journeying with the Magi

B

y the time Jan. 5 of this New Year arrives, the warm wishes of “Merry Christmas!”
and “Happy New Year!” will be boxed and packed away along with all the other
evidence of another boisterous and joyful Christmas come and gone. We will have
settled back into our all-too-familiar routine of home and work and, indeed,
immersed in the recuperation process. Who could blame us for not knowing why
Jan. 5, 2014, should bear any significance on the crisp page of our new yearly calendar? Yet on
the Church’s calendar this day is a culmination of the 12 days of Christmas: the great Solemnity
of the Epiphany. We, who are undeniably immersed in a culture where Christmas has already
come and gone (to be sure Valentine’s Day is just around the corner!), can find ourselves
surprised by the fact that the Church is still celebrating Christmas. What is this Solemnity of the
Epiphany, and what, if any, relevance does it have for us in this 2014 New Year?

Epiphany comes from the Greek word “to reveal,” and it is a feast
day which recalls the revelation of Christ’s Divinity. With the visit
and adoration of the magi we see for the first time Christ revealing
Himself to the Gentiles. The Church celebrates this day as a
solemnity, a solemn day of liturgical worship and faith-filled joy.
More than simply recalling an event from the earthly life of Christ,
the Church sets the day aside on the liturgical calendar to highlight
for us a moment into which we should somehow “enter” in our
lives today. There are multiple facets of this solemnity upon which
we could reflect, but among them the Magi’s journey of faith is
most applicable and relevant for us as we begin a new year.
It is in the second chapter of the Gospel of Saint Matthew that
we read the account of the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12) to the
Infant Jesus. As the experts tell us, these men were pagan religious
figures from the East, seeking wisdom through study of the stars.
In their reading of ancient religious texts, they would have come
across the Hebrew prophecy which told of a star announcing the
birth of a king. (cf. Numbers 24:17) What sets these men apart from their
contemporaries is that – without hesitation, ignoring all ridicule, and
facing an arduous journey ahead of them – they chose to leave
behind them all that was familiar and walk in the light of this new star,
to search for and find a greater meaning for their lives.
They made haste in their journey. Having left all behind because
of the mysterious call of the God they could not see, they searched
for Him in the darkness of their faith-filled desire for Truth, led
only by the light of God’s loving presence which drew them on.
Coming to the end of their journey, they discovered that nothing
was more important in their lives than the joy of seeing where the
star had been leading them: into the presence of the divine infant,
still dependent on His mother and unable even to speak to them.
Coming into the place where the child was with His mother, the
magi, these men of great learning, humbly prostrated themselves
and did homage to the One who shed new light on the meaning and
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F A I T H

purpose of their lives. They believed that the Holy One was present,
and they worshiped Him there. They offered Him their precious gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh in return for the gift of faith they had
received. On their return journey home we read that, “they departed
for their country by another way,” a detail signifying much more than
the fact that they were avoiding the threat of King Herod’s anger. For
they were now transformed by their encounter with God, and their
whole lives were marked with new purpose and meaning.
The magi’s journey of faith in the light of the star is one we all must
make. Like the magi, each of us receives the invitation to begin the
journey to walk in the light of faith, to seek for Something More. Like
the magi we must be willing to leave behind all that would hinder our
journey and even perhaps endure the ridicule and misunderstanding
of family and friends. The experience of this invitation to faith may
have come as a surprise to us, as we were led to discover the
vocation of our own baptismal consecration. In the sacraments,
especially the Eucharist and the sacrament of reconciliation, God is
present to nourish and renew this light of faith that we received at
baptism and to fill our lives with its brightness. Have we “discovered”
Him personally? Are we willing, during this New Year, to search for
Him there, where He is waiting to surprise us?
As Pope Francis has often remarked, this way of surprising us
is a special “technique” He seems to use in our lives. With the
magi, we may find ourselves surprised to discover where faith
leads us. But once we have encountered the Source of our
faith, the God who loves us, and once we have given the gift of
ourselves to Him, there is no going back to the way things were
before. Mark your calendars, then, and take care not to get too
settled into the old routine! Christmas is not over; there are
gifts still to be given. Are you ready to be surprised?
Story by Sister Emma, OP, a member of the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia, who teaches second grade at St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet

DUCCIO di Buoninsegna/Madonna
with Child and Two Angels ,
(Crevole Madonna), 1283-84

Christmas is
over, now what?
The Christmas push is over, the gifts
exchanged, the tree probably taken
down. New Year’s Day has just passed and
the “holiday season” can finally come to a
close. Before anything else, I would like to
congratulate the parents who have shown,
once again, a thankless, but nonetheless,
heroic act of fortitude. You made it
through! You are still alive! You have not
killed anyone!
When I was at the University of Illinois, these final days of
break were always an odd gap between the festivity of Christmas
and the pain of finals’ prep. I was done celebrating, but I was
not ready to get moving. During this time, the couch became my
intimate friend, and the Godfather movie trilogy my unfailing
companion. My dad would daily stare at me with judging eyes;

he did not have to say anything. I knew what they meant:
“Another day of nothing?”
What are we to make of these last days of the Christmas
season? (I hate to break it to you, but Christmas season does not
end until Jan. 12, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Keep up
that tree!) What is the proper reaction to have? Should we be
moving forward or lagging behind?
It might be helpful to look back to the example of the Holy
Family at this point. The Blessed Mother has just given birth and
the tiny Lord is spending His first few days in the flesh. If you
are Saint Joseph, what would your first instinct be? Is it time
to pack it up and go back to Galilee? No! In fact, we celebrate
the 12 days of Christmas (Dec. 26-Jan. 6, the traditional date of
the Epiphany) as the time when the Holy Family finally rested
from their journey to Bethlehem, from Mary’s labor in a manger.
While this might sound a bit too defensive, the time after
Christmas is precisely the moment to sit back, to be with your
family, to do little and rest with those whom you love.
While we often like to know exactly what we are getting into
beforehand, the Catholic liturgical calendar does not quite work
like that. While we have times of preparation before the great
feasts of Easter and Christmas, this time of preparation is more
typically aimed at allowing us to receive a certain grace. We
cannot begin celebrating Christmas before it has happened. We
cannot enter into the Sacred Triduum 30 days before it comes
along. Rather, the Catholic instinct has always been to abide and
slow down after the great feasts so that they may sink in a bit.
This is because the personal effects of God’s grace upon us
cannot be anticipated. We try to dispose ourselves to meet Him
and see Him when He arrives (hence the repeated call to “stay
awake” or “keep vigil” during Advent), but man cannot preempt
God’s grace. When it does come, therefore, we need to take
some time to let it hit us and percolate in our soul. This is why
Catholics typically spend 10-15 minutes in silent thanksgiving
after Mass, so that we may let the grace of the sacrament
“unwrap” itself a bit before we move on to the next thing.
So, Christmas is indeed over, what now? Now is a perfect time
for quite, peace and going back to the readings of Christmas
(Great places to start: Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 1:18-25; John
1:1-18; Hebrews 1:1-6). What graces did you receive over the
Christmas festivals? What did the Christ-child give to you as a
gift? Where was God “hiding,” waiting for you to see Him?
These days after Christmas are days to take stock of what
marvels God has done for you, to welcome Him in your life:
again and again! Spend too much time on the couch – maybe
leave the Corleone family out of it this year – and rest with your
friends, with your family, but most importantly with the Lord
Jesus. He wants to spend time with you. He wants to know you.
He wants you to know Him.
A Prayer :
I wish, my Lord, to receive you with the purity, humility and devotion
with which your most holy Mother received you,
with the spirit and fervor of the saints.

Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at St. Mary Parish in West Chicago
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Pope Francis Spreads
“The Joy of the Gospel”

T

he joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all
who encounter Jesus”; thus begins the Apostolic
Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium,” by which Pope
Francis develops the theme of the proclamation of
the Gospel in the contemporary world, drawn from,
among other sources, the contribution of the work of the Synod
held in the Vatican from Oct. 7-28, 2012, on the theme “The new
evangelization for the transmission of the faith.” The text, which
the Holy Father consigned to a group of 36 faithful following the
closing Mass of the Year of Faith in late November is the first
official document of his pontificate, since the Encyclical “Lumen
fidei” was written in collaboration with his predecessor,
Benedict XVI. “I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to
embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this
joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in
years to come,” he continues. It is a heartfelt appeal to all
baptized persons to bring Christ’s love to others, “permanently
in a state of mission,” conquering “the great danger in today’s
world,” that of an individualist “desolation and anguish.”
The pope invites the reader to “recover
the original freshness of the Gospel,” finding
“new avenues” and “new paths of creativity,”
without enclosing Jesus in our “dull
categories.” There is a need for a “pastoral
and missionary conversion, which cannot
leave things as they presently are” and a
“renewal” of ecclesiastical structures to enable
them to become “more mission-oriented.”
The pontiff also considers “a conversion
of the papacy,” to help make this ministry
“more faithful to the meaning which Jesus
Christ wished to give it and to the present
needs of evangelization.” The hope that the
Episcopal Conferences might contribute
to “the concrete realization of the collegial
spirit,” he states, “has not been fully realized.”
A “sound decentralization” is necessary. In
this renewal, the Church should not be afraid
to re-examine “certain customs not directly
connected to the heart of the Gospel, even
some of which have deep historical roots.”
A sign of God’s openness is “that our
church doors should always be open” so
that those who seek God “will not find a
closed door”; “nor should the doors of the
sacraments be closed for simply any reason.”
The Eucharist “is not a prize for the perfect
but a powerful medicine and nourishment
for the weak.” These convictions have
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pastoral consequences that we are called to
consider with prudence and boldness.” He
repeats that he prefers “a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has
been out on the streets, rather than a Church
… concerned with being at the center and
then ends by being caught up in a web of
obsessions and procedures. If something
should rightly disturb us … it is the fact that
many of our brothers and sisters are living
without ... the friendship of Jesus Christ.”
The pope indicates the “temptations
which affect pastoral workers”:
“individualism, a crisis of identity and a
cooling of fervor.” The greatest threat of all
is “the grey pragmatism of the daily life of
the Church, in which all appears to proceed
normally, which in reality faith is wearing
down.” He warns against “defeatism,”
urging Christians to be signs of hope,
bringing about a “revolution of tenderness.”
It is necessary to seek refuge from the
“spirituality of well-being … detached from
responsibility for our brothers and sisters”
and to vanquish the “spiritual worldliness”
that consists of “seeking not the Lord’s glory
but human glory and well-being.” The pope
speaks of the many who “feel superior to
others” because “they remain intransigently
faithful to a particular Catholic style from
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the past” whereby “instead of evangelizing,
one analyzes and classifies others” and those
who have “an ostentatious preoccupation
for the liturgy, for doctrine and for the
Church’s prestige, but without any concern
that the Gospel have a real impact” on the
needs of the people. This is “a tremendous
corruption disguised as a good … God save
us from a worldly Church with superficial
spiritual and pastoral trappings!”
He appeals to ecclesial communities not
to fall prey to envy and jealousy: “How many
wars take place within the people of God
and in our different communities!” “Whom
are we going to evangelize if this is the way
we act?” He highlights the need to promote
the growth of the responsibility of the laity,
often kept “away from decision-making”
by “an excessive clericalism.” He adds that
there is a need for “still broader opportunities
for a more incisive female presence in
the Church,” in particular “in the various
settings where important decisions are
made.” “Demands that the legitimate rights
of women be respected ... cannot be lightly
evaded.” The young should “exercise greater
leadership.” With regard to the scarcity of
vocations in many places, he emphasizes that
“seminaries cannot accept candidates on the
basis of any motivation whatsoever.”
With regard to the theme of inculturation,
he remarks that “Christianity does not have
simply one cultural expression” and that the
face of the Church is “varied.” “We cannot
demand that peoples of every continent,
in expressing their Christian faith, imitate
modes of expression which European
nations developed at a particular moment
of their history.” The pope reiterates that
“underlying popular piety … is an active
evangelizing power” and encourages the
research of theologians, reminding them
however that “the Church and theology
exist to evangelize” and urging them not to
be “content with a desk-bound theology.”
He focuses “somewhat meticulously, on
the homily,” since “many concerns have been
expressed about this important ministry
and we cannot simply ignore them.” The
homily “should be brief and avoid taking
on the semblance of a speech or a lecture,”
should be a “heart-to-heart communication”
and avoid “purely moralistic or doctrinaire”
preaching. He highlights the importance
of preparation: “a preacher who does not
prepare is not ‘spiritual’; he is dishonest and
irresponsible.” Preaching should always be
positive in order always to “offer hope” and
“does not leave us trapped in negativity.”

The approach to the proclamation of the
Gospel should have positive characteristics:
“approachability, readiness for dialogue,
patience, a warmth and welcome which is
non-judgmental.”
In relation to the challenges of the
contemporary world, the pope denounces
the current economic system as “unjust at its
root.” “Such an economy kills” because the
law of “the survival of the fittest” prevails.
The current culture of the “disposable” has
created “something new”: “the excluded
are not the ‘exploited’ but the outcast, the
‘leftovers.’” “A new tyranny is thus born,
invisible and often virtual,” of an “autonomy
of the market” in which “financial
speculation” and “widespread corruption”
and “self-serving tax-evasion reign.” He also
denounces “attacks on religious freedom”
and the “new persecutions directed against
Christians. ... In many places the problem
is more that of widespread indifference and
relativism.” The family, the pope continues,
“is experiencing a profound cultural crisis.”
Reiterating the indispensable contribution
of marriage to society,” he underlines that
“the individualism of our postmodern and
globalized era favors a lifestyle which ...
distorts family bonds.”
He re-emphasizes “the profound
connection between evangelization and
human advancement” and the right of
pastors “to offer opinions on all that affects
people’s lives.” “No one can demand that
religion should be relegated to the inner
sanctum of personal life, without a right
to offer an opinion on events affecting
society.” He quotes Blessed John Paul II,
who said that the Church “cannot and must
not remain on the sidelines in the fight for
justice.” “For the Church, the option for the
poor is primarily a theological category”
rather than a sociological one. “This is why
I want a Church that is poor and for the
poor. They have much to teach us.” “As long
as the problems of the poor are not radically
resolved … no solution will be found for
this world’s problems.” “Politics, although
often denigrated,” he affirms, “remains a
lofty vocation and one of the highest forms
of charity.” I beg the Lord to grant us more
politicians who are genuinely disturbed
by ... the lives of the poor!” He adds an
admonition: “Any Church community,” if it
believes it can forget about the poor, runs
the risk of “breaking down.”
The pope urges care for the weakest
members of society: “the homeless, the
addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples,

the elderly who are increasingly isolated
and abandoned” and migrants, for whom
the pope exhorts “a generous openness.”
He speaks about the victims of trafficking
and new forms of slavery: “This infamous
network of crime is now well established
in our cities, and many people have
blood on their hands as a result of their
comfortable and silent complicity.”
“Doubly poor are those women
who endure situations of exclusion,
mistreatment and violence.” “Among the
vulnerable for whom the Church wishes to
care with particular love and concern are
unborn children, the most defenseless and
innocent among us. Nowadays efforts are
made to deny them their human dignity.”
“The Church cannot be expected to change
her position on this question ... it is not
‘progressive’ to try to resolve problems by
eliminating a human life.” The pope makes
an appeal for respect for all creation: we
“are called to watch over and protect the
fragile world in which we live.”
With regard to the theme of peace, the
pope affirms that “a prophetic voice must be
raised” against attempts at false reconciliation
to “silence or appease” the poor, while others
“refuse to renounce their privileges.” For the
construction of a society “in peace, justice
and fraternity” he indicates four principles:
“Time is greater than space” means working
“slowly but surely, without being obsessed
with immediate results.” “Unity prevails over
conflict” means “a diversified and life-giving
unity.” “Realities are more important than
ideas" means avoiding “reducing politics
or faith to rhetoric.” “The whole is greater
than the part” means bringing together
“globalization and localization.”
“Evangelization also involves the path
of dialogue,” the pope continues, which
opens the Church to collaboration with
all political, social, religious and cultural
spheres. Ecumenism is “an indispensable
path to evangelization.” Mutual enrichment
is important: “we can learn so much
from one another!” For example, “in the
dialogue with our Orthodox brothers and
sisters, we Catholics have the opportunity
to learn more about the meaning of
Episcopal collegiality and their experience
of synodality”; “dialogue and friendship with
the children of Israel are part of the life of
Jesus’ disciples”; “interreligious dialogue,”
which must be conducted “clear and joyful
in one’s own identity,” is “a necessary
condition for peace in the world” and does
not obscure evangelization; in our times,
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Pope Francis
“our relationship with the followers of Islam
has taken on great importance”: the pope
“humbly” entreats those countries of Islamic
tradition to guarantee religious freedom
to Christians, also “in light of the freedom
which followers of Islam enjoy in Western
countries!” “Faced with disconcerting
episodes of violent fundamentalism” he
urges us to “avoid hateful generalizations,
for authentic Islam and the proper reading
of the Koran are opposed to every form
of violence.” And against the attempt to
private religions in some contexts, he
affirms that “the respect due to the agnostic
or non-believing minority should not be
arbitrarily imposed in a way that silences
the convictions of the believing majority or
ignores the wealth of religious traditions.” He
then repeats the importance of dialogue and
alliance between believers and non-believers.
The final chapter is dedicated to “spiritfilled evangelizers,” who are those who
are “fearlessly open to the working of the
Holy Spirit” and who have “the courage to
proclaim the newness of the Gospel with
boldness in every time and place, even
when it meets with opposition.” These are
“evangelizers who pray and work,” in the
knowledge that “mission is at once a passion
for Jesus and a passion for his people”: “Jesus
wants us to touch human misery, to touch
the suffering flesh of others.” He explains,
“In our dealings with the world, we are told
to give reasons for our hope, but not as
an enemy who critiques and condemns.”
“Only the person who feels happiness in
seeking the good of others, in desiring
their happiness, can be a missionary”; “if
I can help at least one person to have a
better life that already justifies the offering
of my life.” The pope urges us not to be
discouraged before failure or scarce results,
since “fruitfulness is often invisible, elusive
and unquantifiable”; we must know “only
that our commitment is necessary.” The
pope’s exhortation concludes with a prayer
to Mary, “Mother of Evangelization.” “There
is a Marian “style” to the Church’s work
of evangelization. Whenever we look to
Mary, we come to believe once again in the
revolutionary nature of love and tenderness.”
• For more on Pope Francis’s apostolic
exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel,”
please go to page 18.

This story was written by the Vatican Information Service
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From (l to r): Joe Langenderfer, the executive director of the diocesan
Catholic Education Foundation; Eileen Healy, founder of the
“Move Your Feet” campaign; and Father John Belmonte, diocesan
superintendent of the Catholic Schools’ Office.

T h e Va lu e o f a

Catholic Education

I

t’s a time in her young life that
Eileen Healy has not forgotten. A
year when her father was between
jobs, and tuition costs were difficult
to meet for one of her sisters at
Benet Academy in Lisle. At that point in
her life, neither she, not her five sisters,
had ever gone to public school – only
Catholic schools.

But then a little miracle occurred.
“Someone came forward, unannounced, went anonymously
to the staff at Benet and helped cover the remainder of my
sister’s tuition, for the semester,” Healy said. And that was a
significant event in my life because somebody knew that my
parents made Catholic education a priority in their lives, and,
with my dad between jobs, they felt they should help them out
so they could continue the dream they had for their children.”
That memory goes a long way in making others understanding
why Healy came up with the idea to make others realize the
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Move Your Feet to Give a Child a Seat
Reactions to the campaign:
• Father John Belmonte, S.J., diocesan superintendent
of Catholic Schools: “For a first-year effort, I thought it was
great and highly successful. It was a fairly simple thing that
people could participate in with a relative small commitment.
... There was an aspect of raising some money for it, but,
really, the principal objective was to raise awareness of the
opportunity to fill our schools. There are plenty of seats
available, and we want children to fill them because we
think we’ve got the best education you can find anywhere.
Having the idea come from Eileen Healy, one of our Catholic
Education Foundation board members, was what we are
looking to have happen, which is to have our board members
and our lay leaders exercise leadership around these sorts of
things so that we’re all working together.”

PHOTO BY Addie Sheahin

importance of a Catholic education. In October 2013 – across
several dozen Catholic schools in the diocese – students,
parents, faculty, friends, religious and clergy participated in an
event called “Move Your Feet to Give a Child a Seat” to raise
awareness and funds for Catholic education in the diocese.
When Healy became aware that more than 4,000 seats in
Catholic elementary and high schools in the diocese had empty
seats, she felt compelled to take action – in part because she
remembered the generosity of that anonymous donor who
helped her sister continue to attend classes at Benet Academy.
The “Move Your Feet” event raised more than $11,000,
but, equally important, it also raised awareness that Catholic
schools are important in the lives of children and their families.
“I feel that in this economy there are empty seats because
people can’t afford it,” said Healy, a Catholic Education
Foundation board member and a parishioner at St. Michael’s
Parish in Wheaton. “My parents struggled, but they were willing
to make sacrifices. I have become increasingly concerned
that people are not aware that there are 4,000 empty seats
in our diocese. It is my hope to raise that awareness, in order
to provide opportunities for Catholic education to those less
fortunate. I started to think of all the things we do and talk about
in our family to try and make a difference in the lives of those
around us [Healy is married and has four children, all of whom
went, or are going, to Catholic schools], and the realization
came to me that my little family can’t put 4,000 kids in empty
seats. But a diocese that is made up of many, many parishes and
47 grammar schools certainly all together can come together as
one community, one in Christ. How can we not be heard?”
What surprised Healy was that as active as she is – she goes
to church every Sunday – she wasn’t aware there were so many
empty seats in the diocese. So she got diocesan approval to ask
schools to participate last October in the walk, where participants
walked a loop around their school to raise awareness.
“What greater way,” Healy said, “for our message to be heard
than to have hundreds of our students walking a loop around
their school with the support of staff, pastors, principals, parents,
grandparents, all saying ‘Look at us. We’re walking because
our schools need help.’ There has to be a lot of people like
my parents who went through great lengths to send their kids
to Catholic schools and want to see the longevity of Catholic
education – not only for their own children that they sent through
but now their grandchildren and their grandchildren’s children. So
I feel like it’s the responsibility of all Catholics to ensure that our
Catholic schools have longevity for generations to come.”
Healy is grateful for her Catholic school education, which
started when she attended St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School in
River Forest. But she also recalls that her faith formation started
earlier. She and her five sisters would spend a lot of time at their
grandparents’ homes – one set was first-generation Irish and
the other set were immigrants from Ireland. Her grandparents’
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church communities were very important to them, she said. One
of her grandmothers, in particular, was very devout, and she
would teach the girls how to pray before going to sleep.
“Our faith formation in our family wasn’t solely reliant on Catholic
schools,” Healy said. “It was enhanced by Catholic schools. My
mother was a true believer that faith formation happens in the
home, and so that was a very big part of my upbringing.”
Her parents were both teachers, so putting six children
through Catholic schools was not easy, financially. “But the
value my parents placed on us going to Catholic schools
paid off in the end, Healy said. “It was worth every dime and
sacrifice to them,” she said.
Healy appreciates her Catholic education for many reasons.
“I wake up every day with an awareness of God in my life and
in the community that surrounds me,” she said. “I think without a
Catholic education I wouldn’t have had the people in my life that
supported me, maybe supported my family. The lessons I learned
were to live consciously, purposefully and prayerfully. I learned
to approach each day with an awareness of God’s presence in
my life and in the lives of those around me. Those are lessons
I learned on a daily basis by attending Catholic schools. Early
on I was aware that there was something/someone greater than
myself, a higher calling and purpose. Catholic education also
gives you a sense of belonging. You are not alone. God and a
community of believers are always with you. I always say to my
kids there are only two things that matter at the end of the day:
God and family. Without a Catholic education I don’t think that
I would go to bed every day with that realization or greet each
sunrise with that hope. ... I’m not saying you can’t live a full life if
you choose a public school. What I am saying is my life would

• Ann Brundage, a former student at St. Michael’s Catholic
School in Wheaton and a Catholic school mom: “I am
excited and hopeful that families that want their children
to attend Catholic schools may have a better chance to
do so because of this initiative. On Oct. 18, as a school
community, we felt very fortunate that our children can attend
St. Michael's and would like to do our part to help other
families receive a Catholic education. Our hope is that our
participation in this event will lessen the chance of hearing
‘we can't afford it, but wish our students could go to Catholic
schools.’ For me, personally, having graduated from St.
Michael's and having children attend, I want to be able to give
back to others so that they may be able to have the invaluable
education that I received. My belief is to bring this concept to
the high school level, where there is just as much of a need.”
• Joe Langenderfer, executive director of the diocesan
Catholic Education Foundation: “[This initiative] has been
invaluable at a number of levels. The effort effectively
communicated the availability of empty classroom seats in
many of our schools, as well as the existence of need-based
scholarship funds through the Catholic Education Foundation.
It demonstrated the heart and spirit of our students, as well as
the ingenuity of our school principals, staff and volunteers. It
showed the pride of our school communities to raise money
so others can receive a Catholic education. The CEF is most
grateful for the incredible generosity of family and friends
who contributed to this worthwhile cause and sincerely
appreciates the 27 schools who raised thousands of dollars
to support other students in need.”

î For more information on the “Move Your Feet” event, go to
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/edfoundation/moveyourfeet.asp

have been a lot different because I wouldn’t have had a sense of
belonging to a community of believers and a daily reminder of
God’s presence in my life.”
She continued: “I walked into Mass one time at St. Daniel’s,
and Father White was saying the Mass. He stood at the
pulpit before Mass, and said, ‘I want to ask all of you to leave
whatever happened before Mass at home and don’t think about
what you’re doing after Mass. Be present in the Mass and
with God. That resounded with me. I think a lot of times that is
what Catholic education does. It provides the opportunity to be
present with God each and every day.”
Story by Carlos Briceño
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A Great Stream of Joy
"Why should we not also enter into
t h i s g r e a t s t r e a m o f j o y? "

P

ope Francis offers this invitation to each one of
us, in the first solo document of his pontificate,
after describing a succession of great joys
expressed in various Gospel passages. "Why
should we not also enter into this great stream
of joy?" It is worth pausing for a moment and pondering,
"Would I describe my life as being immersed and carried
along in a great stream of joy?"
A pope's first encyclical often sets the
tone for his whole ministry. Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI's first encyclical was published
on Christmas Day of his first year as pope
and was entitled, to the expressed surprise of
many, "God is Love." He labored, throughout
his remaining years as pope, to demonstrate
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that love is at the heart of the Gospel. "Being
a Christian is not the result of an ethical
choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter
with an event, a person, which gives life a
new horizon and a decisive direction" (Deus
Caritas Est #1). Pope Benedict continually
echoed this strong statement in various
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ways throughout his writings, homilies,
audiences and addresses. In one of his last
gifts to us, his 2013 Message for Lent, he
came back strongly to this point, and he
summarized the whole Christian life in a
simple way as consisting of faith and love
(charity). "Everything begins from the
humble acceptance of faith ('knowing that
one is loved by God'), but has to arrive at the
truth of charity ('knowing how to love God
and neighbor'), which remains forever, as the
fulfillment of all the virtues." (cf. 1 Cor 13:13) (#4)
When we know we are infinitely loved
(faith), then we are opened up to love
generously in return (charity).
Pope Benedict XVI ended his
pontificate unexpectedly through
retirement, but he left us a final gift,
which was actually given to us by Pope
Francis – an encyclical on faith, called
Lumen Fidei. He began his pontificate
by reminding us that God is love. He
concluded his pontificate by reminding
us that we come to know that love and
to entrust ourselves to that love through
faith. Pope Francis is continuing the
Petrine ministry, following Pope Benedict

XVI, and the continuity between their
ministries is so concrete that Pope Francis
delivered to us the unpublished work of
Pope Benedict in Lumen Fidei. At the same
time, Pope Francis chose, in his first solo
work, to highlight another aspect of the
Gospel. Building on the foundation laid
by Pope Benedict – that God is love and
that we receive that love through faith
– Pope Francis set out in his pontificate
with his first document to teach us about
the effect of that love and how to share
that love through mission. In other
words, Pope Francis has set the direction
for his Petrine ministry to focus on the
Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel.
In the introduction to this great
teaching, Pope Francis builds specifically
on the work of Pope Benedict XVI when
he includes the quote, given above, from
Deus Caritas Est, stating, "I never tire of
repeating those words of Benedict XVI
which take us to the very heart of the
Gospel: 'Being a Christian is not the result
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but
the encounter with an event, a person,
which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction' " (Evangelii Gaudium
#7). At the same time, he challenges
us, asking us, in effect, whether we have
had this encounter, whether we live this
encounter, whether we regularly renew
this encounter, "Why should we not also
enter into this great stream of joy?" The
heart of the Gospel is an encounter with
a person who is love. This encounter
plunges us into a stream of joy.
So, we must ask, what prevents us from
plunging into the stream or what causes
us to wash up on the shore? Pope Francis
explores a few of these points in the
introduction to his exhortation. First, he
compassionately recognizes the weight of
sorrow and suffering that we sometimes
bear, "There are Christians whose lives
seem like Lent without Easter" (#6). What
are we to do when we feel like this? It is
worth pausing here to reflect on some of
the heavy moments in our own lives.
We should also reflect on the even
heavier moments in the lives of others.
We can think of the recently canonized St.
Anna Schäffer who was working to earn
a sufficient dowry to enter the convent (a
common practice in Germany in the 1800’s)
and had an accident and fell into a vat of
lye causing her lower body to be totally
incapacitated. She was not yet 19 years

old. After more than 30 failed surgeries,
she spent the next 20 years in bed. Despite
the trauma, she remained positive and
over time she developed a ministry of
letter writing and prayer that reached the
whole world. How do we experience joy
in such a situation? Pope Francis gives
us the key: "Joy adapts and changes, but
it always endures, even as a flicker of
light born of our personal certainty that,
when everything is said and done, we are
infinitely loved" (#6). He returns to that
keynote of Pope Benedict's pontificate,
reminding us that we are infinitely loved,
and this is the wellspring of our joy.
Having reassured us that it is possible to be
joyful even in great difficulties, Pope Francis
warns us of a barrier that will prevent us
from experiencing joy – placing conditions
Stockxchng©jamesclk

When we know we
are infinitely loved
(faith), then we are opened
up to love generously in
return (charity)."
on it. He writes, "Sometimes we are tempted
to find excuses and complain, acting as
if we could only be happy if a thousand
conditions were met" (#7). We can always
look to something that we do not have or
some condition that is not met. We protest,
"I cannot be happy unless she apologizes to
me." Or we complain that if we only had a
little higher salary or a little nicer boss or a
better husband or more obedient children or
better weather or a faster car, then we could
be happy. In the end, though, even when
our conditions are met, more conditions
always seem to spring up. In his exhortation,
Pope Francis contrasts these attitudes with
the simple gratitude of the poor. We can
think of St. Benedict Joseph Labre, a 19th-
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Feature Story
century saint who was rejected from multiple
religious orders and then lived out his life as
a beggar in the streets of Rome. He lived day
to day, and he vowed never to retain more
than he needed. When he received more
alms than necessary, he immediately found
another beggar, less fortunate, to share the
excess with. He lived in simplicity and joy
and brought joy to others in the streets of
Rome. He became so well known and loved
that, when he died, the cries were heard even
back in his native France, "The saint has
died, the saint has died." We must be careful
not to place conditions on our joy but always
look for ways to gratefully embrace the gifts
that are present in this moment.
Presuming that we are able to set aside
the barriers to joy by opening ourselves
to God's unconditional and infinite love,
how do we keep that joy? To this, Pope
Francis responds with the challenge of
the mission, "Life grows by being given
away, and it weakens in isolation and
comfort. Indeed, those who enjoy life
most are those who leave security on the
shore and become excited by the mission
of communicating life to others" (Evangelii
Gaudium #10 quoting Aparecida Document
#29). To summarize, then, when we have
come into an encounter with God who is
Love, it lights a flame of joy in our hearts
that we can only keep by giving it away.
What Pope Benedict labored to teach us,
that God is love, provides the foundation
for that to which Pope Francis now calls
us: the mission of communicating life to
others. May the love of God help us to enter
that great stream of joy that flows through
salvation history and the lives of the saints.
May we receive the light of the Holy Spirit
to help us stay in that stream, by daily
reflecting on the question, "How can I share
the joy of the Gospel with others today?"
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a
Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa.
He is a program manager and host
for “We Are
One Body” radio
network, which
records podcasts
of Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon’s
thoughts every
week.

For more on Pope Francis’s apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel,” please go to page 10.
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Happy New Year!

T

he New Year has
begun, and
many of us will
be proposing a
New Year’s
resolution, whether to
have a better life in good
health or for a better
financial stability.
Whichever the goal for
2014, I wish everyone the
best and that God may
concede your petitions.
Through this article, my desire is to
inform you of the urgency to do pastoral
ministry with the young Latino community
– that is, if we really want for them to
assume their protagonist (leading) role in
the life of this local church.
Statistics show us that the Hispanic
community is growing faster than the other
ethnic groups that constitute the Diocese
of Joliet. These studies show that, in the
near future, over 30% of the members
of the local church will be Hispanic
(or of Hispanic origin). The presence
of professional Hispanics is growing in
various areas, particularly in the field of
information technology. Many professional
Hispanics cannot exercise their profession
because of their legal status. Another
significant group is made by those
professionals trained in their countries
whose studies have been accepted and
therefore they can participate actively in
the community. The greatest majority of
these people consider themselves Catholic,
and yet their participation in the life of
the church is minimal or null. We know
it is important for us to help these young
Hispanics to integrate their faith and their
professional commitment in search for
development and social justice.
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The church is a home to everyone.
There are no foreigners or illegal
immigrants in the church, but rather,
sons and daughters unconditionally loved
by God! “Jesus is the center and the goal
of all youth ministry.” Two revelations
are given in Him: Jesus fully reveals to us
who God is, and Jesus also reveals who
the human person can become in his or
her journey toward fullness of humanity.
A Christian anthropology is the basic
framework of a proposed common
project. The fact of the Incarnation of
the Word of God in the fullness of time
definitely marked the rhythm of our
history. From the perspective of this
experience, our journey is, without a
doubt, a journey of humanization of
the world at the beginning of the new
millennium. We want Hispanic youths
to be the protagonists of their history

The mission
of the Church
is evangelization.
The Church is at the
service of the Reign
of God. The mission
of youth ministry is
the evangelization of
youth so that they may
participate fully in the
establishment of the
Reign of God in our
history."
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and to grow humanly and spiritually in a
holistic way toward their own liberation.
We know that the most authentic human
values are totally included in the values
of the reign of God. To support the
Hispanic identity of our youth and their
openness to other cultures has been one
of the values of the Hispanic pastoral
process. Any pastoral action, in order to
be efficient, must take into account the
whole person with his or her culture and
history, just as Jesus Christ showed us
incarnating Himself in the history and
culture of His time.
Hispanic youth are a new face and
a new presence in a church that has a
multicultural face and is challenged by
the mission entrusted to it by Jesus and
by the call to communion arising from the
Trinity itself. The mission of the Church
is evangelization. The Church is at the
service of the Reign of God. The mission
of youth ministry is the evangelization of
youth so that they may participate fully in
the establishment of the Reign of God in
our history.
The Church proclaims that the God of
life loves the youth and wants for a full
life to be a fruit accessible to all of them.
Youth ministry has as its main goal to
facilitate a true encounter of young people
with Jesus Christ, “the way, the truth, and
the life,” from an experience of friendship
and discipleship. This is demanding
friendship that invites someone to a
conversion of mind and heart and to
place oneself at the service of the Reign
of God. It is from this encounter that
young people are called to be church and
to be its renewing strength in building a
civilization of love, thus transforming our
churches and our society.
Story by Jorge Rivera, the diocesan
director of the Office of Hispanic Ministry
and coordinator of Ethnic Ministry

¡Feliz Año Nuevo!

E

l nuevo año ha
comenzado y
muchos
estaremos
proponiendo
nuevas resoluciones para
una vida mejor en la salud
física y otros deseando
una mejor estabilidad
financiera. Cualquiera que
sea la meta para este año
2014 quiero desearles lo
mejor y que Dios les
conceda sus peticiones.

En este artículo deseo informarles
de la urgencia de hacer una pastoral
intencionada con la juventud si es que
verdaderamente queremos que ellos
asuman su papel protagónico en la vida
de esta Iglesia local.
Las estadísticas demuestran que la
comunidad hispana está creciendo más
que los demás grupos étnicos en la
Diócesis de Joliet. Estos estudios indican
que en un futuro cercano más del 30%
de los miembros de la iglesia local serán
hispanos (o de origen hispano) de menos
de 28 años de edad. La presencia de los
hispanos profesionales está creciendo en
varias áreas especialmente en el campo
de la informática. Hay muchos hispanos
profesionales que no pueden ejercer su
profesión por su estatus legal.
Otro grupo significativo lo constituye
los profesionales que han recibido
el entrenamiento en sus países y sus
estudios han sido convalidados por
lo que pueden participar activamente
en la comunidad como profesionales
calificados. La mayoría de esta gente
se consideran católicos sin embargo su
participación en la vida de la Iglesia

es mínima o nula. Sabemos que es
importante ayudar a los/las jóvenes
hispanos a integrar su fe y su compromiso
profesional en la búsqueda de desarrollo y
justicia social.
La Iglesia es casa de todos un lugar
donde no hay extranjeros ni inmigrantes
ilegales sino hijos e hijas amados por
Dios incondicionalmente! “Jesús es el eje
y la meta de toda pastoral juvenil.” En
Él suceden dos revelaciones: Jesús revela
plenamente quien es Dios para nosotros
y además Jesús revela quién la persona
humana puede llegar a ser en su camino
de humanización.
La antropología cristiana es el marco
esencial para un proyecto común. El
hecho de la encarnación del verbo
en la plenitud de los tiempos marcó
definitivamente el ritmo de nuestra
historia. Desde esta experiencia nuestro
camino es sin duda un camino de
humanización del mundo en el comienzo
del nuevo milenio. Deseamos que los
jóvenes hispanos sean protagonistas
de su historia y crezcan humana y
espiritualmente de una manera integral
en camino hacia su propia liberación.
Sabemos que los valores humanos más
auténticos son asumidos enteramente
dentro de los valores del Reino de Dios.
Apoyar la identidad hispana de nuestros
jóvenes y su apertura a las demás culturas
ha sido uno de los valores del proceso
pastoral hispano. Toda acción pastoral,
para que sea eficaz, tiene que tomar en
cuenta la persona, su historia y su cultura,
como lo demostró Jesucristo al encarnarse
en la historia y la cultura de su tiempo.
Los jóvenes hispanos son un nuevo
rostro y una nueva presencia en una
Iglesia de rostro pluri-cultural desafiada
por la misión que Jesús le confió y por el
llamado a la comunión que brota de la
Trinidad misma.
La misión de la Iglesia es la

La misión de la
pastoral juvenil
es la evangelización de
los jóvenes para que ellos
participen plenamente
en la instauración de
este reino en nuestra
historia."

evangelización. La Iglesia está al servicio
del Reino de Dios. La misión de la
pastoral juvenil es la evangelización de
los jóvenes para que ellos participen
plenamente en la instauración de este
reino en nuestra historia.
La Iglesia proclama que el Dios de la
vida ama a los jóvenes y quiere que la
vida plena sea fruto accesible a todos.
La pastoral juvenil tiene como objetivo
central propiciar el encuentro verdadero
de los jóvenes con Jesucristo, “camino,
verdad y vida,” desde la experiencia de
amistad y seguimiento. Amistad exigente
que invita a la conversión de mente y
corazón y a ponerse al servicio del Reino.
Desde este encuentro se convoca a los
jóvenes a ser Iglesia y a ser su fuerza
renovadora desde la construcción de la
Civilización del Amor transformando
nuestra Iglesia y nuestra sociedad.
Jorge Rivera es
el director de la
Oficina Diocesana
del Minsterio
Hispano y el
coordinador de
Ministerios Étnicos
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Things to Do
Celebration of Life Mass to be Held
in early January
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon invites
all to attend the Celebration of
Life Mass at the Cathedral of St.
Raymond in Joliet on Jan. 5 at
11 a.m. Call 815.221.6251
for more information.
Mass to be Celebrated to
Remember Deceased Priests and
Deacons
January 10 is the anniversary
of the death of Bishop Romeo
Blanchette, the second
bishop of the Diocese of
Lord is always with us. …
Unfortunately, these kinds of
events devastate people, but
they never devastate our true
faith, or our spirit, or our love
for the Lord, or our trust in
Him – for with Him all things
are possible.
He added that individual and
group counseling will be offered
to people who need it. Just call
the parish at 815.634.4171
for more information.

The Ignatian Volunteer
Corps Expands Within
Joliet Diocese
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps
(IVC) provides retired and
semi-retired individuals, 50
years and older, opportunities
to serve others and transform
lives, matching the talents of
experienced volunteers with
the greatest social needs of our
time. IVC members commit to
volunteering two days per week,
10 months per year (generally
September-June) in service
to poor and disadvantaged
communities and are supported
in their work by a spiritual
reflection program rooted in the
Jesuit Catholic tradition.
IVC Chicago is a vibrant,
growing program with 52
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Joliet. Bishop Joseph Imesch
will celebrate a Mass at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond in
Joliet on Jan. 13 at 11 a.m. in
memory of Bishop Blanchette
and all the priests and deacons
who died during this past year.
Discernment Meeting for Men and
Women Interested in Religious Life
and the Priesthood
All men and women, ages
18-40, are invited to
gather with women and
men religious to explore the
possibility of religious life
and priesthood. The topic for
January is Religious Life. The
meeting will be on Jan. 14,
from 7-9 p.m., at the Loretto
Convent, Wheaton, and the
volunteers currently serving at
39 schools and organizations
across the Chicagoland region.
IVC volunteers are in diverse
positions of service, including
tutoring/mentoring at all levels
of education; working in food
pantries; social-service and
immigration centers; shelters;
hospital and prison ministry;
and beyond. Currently, we
have several opportunities
opening in the Diocese of
Joliet/DuPage County region,
including work in food pantries;
employment and adult ESL
training; shelter/transitional
living; and assistance to people
living with mental illness and
developmental disabilities. New
and expanded service sites will
be available this fall.
To learn more, visit www.
ivcusa.org (click on “Chicago”).
To attend an information session
in your area, contact Jacqueline
Fitzgerald, IVC program
associate, at 312.961.6206 or
jfitzgerald@ivcusa.org.

St. Isidore Students
Learn to Bake Bread
to Help Local Food
Pantries
St. Isidore Catholic School
students, from Bloomindale,
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contact is Sister Claire at
630.868.2904 or clvand@
aol.com. Another meeting will
be held on Jan. 15, from 7-9
p.m. at St. Francis Woods,
Frankfort. The contact there is
Sister Maria, who is available
at 815.464.3873 or
vocations@fssh.net.
Information Meetings to be Held
Regarding the Navajo Construction
Mission

Parish, Shorewood, in the
lower level of the rectory;
and on Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. at
St. Pius X Parish, Lombard,
in the Martha Room. For
more information, go to www.
paxjoliet.org/missions.
Men’s Discernment Group to Meet
in Lisle

Persons are invited to
participate in the Navajo
Construction Mission from
June 7 through June 20.
No construction skills are
necessary. Information
meetings will be held on Jan.
15, at 7 p.m. at Holy Family

Abbot Austin Murphy of St.
Procopius Abbey and Father
Burke Masters of the Vocation
Office will be starting a new
group for men to discern the
priesthood and religious life.
The first meeting will be on
Jan. 22 from 7-9 p.m. at St.
Procopius Abbey in Lisle.
For more information go to
www.procopius.org.

were in for a real treat recently–
literally – when representatives
from King Arthur Flour Co. were
on hand for a 4th – 8th grade
school assembly to present and
demonstrate its Life Skills Bread
Baking Program.
According to Trevor
Simpson of Alexian Brothers
Parish Services, who serves
as St. Isidore’s school
counselor throughout the
school year, the King Arthur
Life Skills Bread Baking
Program is themed “Learn,
Bake, Share” and has dual
benefits for students: It
provides students with a fun,
real-world application of skills
they are already learning, such
as math, science, reading,
creative problem-solving and
others while they actually
learn to bake bread, and it
applies their newly acquired
baking skills to benefit others
in their community.
“It’s quite a program,”
Simpson said. “This assembly
provides our entire school
community the opportunity
to learn, bake and share – to
participate in an event that
serves others in a way that is
fun, relevant and hands on.
Not only will they learn a life
skill in baking, they will also

be responsible for making and
delivering bread to those that
need it. What a wonderful way
to share and contribute to the
needy in their own community
during the beginning of this
holiday season!”
After an entertaining and
educational 50-minute
presentation on the
bread-baking process by
representatives of the King
Arthur Flour Company,
students were given two
bags of King Arthur flour,
a recipe booklet, Red Star
yeast, dough scraper, a bread
donation bag, and bread
baking know-how. Their
subsequent assignment was
to bake two loaves, keep
one for themselves and
their family, and bring one
back to school one week
later, which they delivered to
Bloomingdale Township and
Neighborhood Food Pantries,
according to Ane’ Berg,
human needs ministries’
director at St. Isidore Parish.
King Arthur Flour,
headquartered in Norwich,
CT, is America’s oldest flour
company, founded in Boston
in 1790 to provide pure, highquality flour for residents of the
newly formed United States.

God, Humanity
and Nature
A justice is what is owed a
thing according to its nature.
As disciples of Jesus, we
are all made for God. What
do we do to move toward
God? God, humanity and
nature are the fundamental
values set in place for the
students, teachers, parents,
and the community of Saint
Alexander Catholic School.
1. That what is owed to God
The basic question of, “How
can we help students move
toward God?” will be answered
according to the structure put
in place by the faculty of Saint
Alexander Catholic School.
Through a methodical plan,
deeply rooted in the traditions
of the Catholic Church, in
accordance with the Holy See in
Rome, students will be exposed
to and guided in literature,
activities and an assortment of
media that will increase their
knowledge and understanding

of our faith. By revealing
the truths of the Catholic
Catechism, students will have
the opportunity to explore
their own faith and how, as an
individual, they can strengthen
their relationship with God.
Students will be exposed to a
variety of events which include
but are not limited to:
• Worship
• Liturgy
• Catholic Devotions
• Piety
• Study of Theology
• Living in adherence to the
Ten Commandments

2. That what is owed to our
humanity (fellow man or
woman)
How can we help students give
more to other people?
In conjunction with the
justice of God, our students
will be exposed to Catholic
Social Teachings for the less
fortunate, most vulnerable,
and the Catholic teachings
on Respect for Life. Students
will have opportunities to
participate in programs and

projects to develop and
expand their discipleship in
union with the teachings of
Jesus and the Beatitudes.
The structure in place for
students to give back to the
community and promote
human dignity includes, but is
not limited to the following:
• Discipleship Projects
- Feed My Starving Children
- Create get-well cards for
parishioners that will be
delivered by homebound
Eucharistic Ministers
- Holiday food and clothing drives
- Perform yard work for
Seniors in Villa Park
- Second and Eighth grade
students will support each
other during the school
year in preparation for their
Sacraments
• Correct Behaviors
- Role Model for students in
dress, manners and demeanor
- Common courteous behavior
program for students

3. That what is owed to nature
How can we help students give
what is owed to our environment?
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Last Word
Our students will have
opportunities presented
to them on how to respect
the environment as a
means of working on our
salvation. Long before today’s
environmental movement,
the Bible and Tradition of the
Catholic Church taught us to
be stewards of God’s creation
with love and wisdom. It
is with this philosophy
the faculty has set up the
following structures:
- Increase the recycling
program at school
- Create and participate in an
anti-littering campaign
- Increase waste-free lunches
- Incorporate activities and
teachings presented from
the Saint Kateri Tekawitha
Conservation Center
Last Word column by Glenn
Purpura, principal at St.
Alexander Catholic School in
Villa Park

23

please recycle

