T

H

E

M

A

G

A

Z

I

N

E

O

F

T

H

E

C

A

T

H

O

L

I

C

D

I

O

C

E

S

E

O

F

J

O

L

I

E

T

J U LY 2 0 1 5
W W W. D I O C E S E O FJ O L I E T. O R G

Cristo Es Nuestra Esperanza

150 Years as Part of the Community
in Kankakee County



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Scoring for God —
and Vocations

CONSECRATED LIFE

Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary:
Helping Others in Need

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Seeds of Service Provides
Outreach to Those in Need
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FROM THE
BISHOP

RELIGION
AND POLITICS
When I was a child, there was a
TV program called, “Queen for a Day.”
A female contestant was chosen, and
her many wishes were made true.

PRAY!
FOR OUR
BISHOPS

BY BISHOP R.
DANIEL CONLON

2

Real life does not work like
that. I grew up in a big family
and often did not get my
way. Seminary was a powerful
experience of living with the
“system.” I’m still waiting as a
bishop to be king for a day. I
don’t expect it to happen. Nor
should it.
Some people, though, think
that a bishop’s wish is his
command. Nowhere is this less
true than in the political arena.
There may have been a time
when an archbishop of Boston
or New York may have been
able sway the local politicos.
This has never been true at the
national level and probably
rarely at the state level. The
Church is just one more player
on a crowded field.
Here in Illinois, as in many
other states, the bishops
cooperate in addressing
governmental matters
through a statewide
organization. The Catholic
Conference of Illinois (CCI)
is, in effect, the Catholic
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lobbying agency. Its lay staff
keeps track of developments
in all three branches of state
government and, in consultation
with the bishops, takes positions
on a case-by-case basis.
A current example involves
a proposed bill in the Illinois
legislature that would require
health-care facilities that do
not provide certain procedures,
especially abortion and surgical
sterilization, to direct patients
to facilities that do. Now, if a
person holds a deep conviction
that a certain medical procedure
is immoral, it is reasonable to
presume that this person would
find it immoral to direct a patient
to a facility that provides that
procedure. So, the CCI opposed
the legislation. (One might make
the more general argument
that the government should not
require anyone to refer someone
elsewhere if a good or service is
not immediately available, unless
it is a matter of life or death.
People should do their own
shopping.)
In the end, a compromise
was reached that softened
the obligation in the bill. The
health-care facilities would need
only furnish information that
they “reasonably believe may”
lead the patient to a provider
of the desired service. Part of
the compromise included the
CCI taking a neutral position on
the legislation, even though the
law, in our view, is still seriously
flawed.
This particular example
reflects the general situation in
our country. We are not all of
one mind on many important
issues. Sometimes compromise
that seems reasonable and fair
to almost everyone is possible.
Often, though, there are winners
and losers. For those of us with
strong religious convictions, the
chances of being on a “side” in
political matters are fairly great.

These days, we can expect to be
with the losers more than with
the winners.
“Blue laws” once regulated
retail operations on Sundays;
contraceptives were kept under
the counter; and abortion was
a felony. Legal gambling is now
everywhere; the legalization
of doctor-assisted suicide
and recreational drug use are
gaining momentum; and no one
will be surprised if, by the time
this column is published, gay
“marriage” is the law of the land.
Most Americans, including
Catholics, understand and
accept that, within the
framework of the Constitution,
the “majority” rules. That does
not usually mean voting, by
the way, at least not directly.
Changes in the law, whether
legislative or judicial, generally
follow the direction that people
take in their thinking and acting
over time.
The tide in the United States
and the Western world, in
general, is certainly moving away
from a religious, specifically
Christian, viewpoint toward a
secular one. My own assessment
is that this shift reflects a
declining religiosity among our
citizens. God is not, well, really
God to many people and thus
does not need to be honored
and obeyed. If God is not God,
then surely His church and its
leaders will not have much clout.
This state of affairs gives us
no excuse to surrender. We, as
disciples of Jesus, are still called
to proclaim the Gospel “whether
in season or out of season,” as
St. Paul put it. The Kingdom
of God, that seed planted by
Christ, still needs to be nurtured
toward its full flowering. Souls
need saving. We do the best we
can with the gifts God gives us
under the circumstances. In the
process we should not expect to
be treated like royalty.

ESPAÑOL

que suavizó la obligación en la ley. Los centros de salud
necesitan sólo equipar información que "razonablemente
creen puede" llevar al paciente a un proveedor del servicio
deseado. Parte del compromiso incluye el CCI tomando
una posición neutral en la legislación, a pesar de la ley, en
nuestra opinión, todavía está gravemente defectuoso.
Este ejemplo en particular refleja la situación general de
nuestro país. No todos somos de una mente en muchas
cuestiones importantes. A veces es posible el compromiso
que parece razonable y justo a mucha gente. Pero la
mayoría del tiempo hay ganadores y perdedores. Para
aquellos de nosotros con fuertes convicciones
religiosas, las posibilidades de estar en un
La vida real no funciona así. Crecí en una familia grande
"lado" en los asuntos políticos son bastante
y muchas veces las cosas no ocurrían a mi manera. El
grandes. En estos días, podemos esperar estar
ORAR!
seminario fue una poderosa experiencia de vivir con el
con los perdedores más que con los ganadores.
POR
"sistema." Sigo esperando como un obispo a ser rey por un
"Leyes azules" una vez regulaban las
NUESTROS
OBISPOS
día. No espero que esto ocurra. Ni debe ocurrir.
operaciones de venta por menos los
Algunos, sin embargo, piensan que el deseo del obispo
domingos; anticonceptivos se mantenían
es su mandamiento. En ninguna parte es esto menos cierto
bajo el mostrador; y el aborto era un delito grave. El
que en la arena política. Quizá hubo un tiempo cuando un
juego legal está ahora por todas partes; la legalización del
arzobispo de Boston o Nueva York pudo haber sido capaz
suicidio asistido por médicos y uso recreativo de drogas
de sacudir a los políticos locales. Esto nunca ha sido cierto
están ganando impulso; y no será sorprendente si, por
a nivel nacional y rara vez a nivel estatal. La iglesia es sólo
el momento que se publica esta columna, "matrimonio"
un jugador más en un campo lleno de gente.
homosexual es la ley de la tierra.
Aquí en Illinois, como en muchos otros estados,
La mayoría de los estadounidenses, incluyendo católicos,
los obispos cooperan para estar frente a asuntos
entienden y aceptan, en el marco de la Constitución, las
gubernamentales a través de una organización estatal.
reglas de la "mayoría." Generalmente significa no votar, por
La Conferencia Católica de Illinois (CCI) es, en efecto, la
cierto, al menos no directamente. Cambios en la ley, ya sea
agencia de cabildeo católica. Su personal laico realiza un
legislativa o judicial, generalmente; con el tiempo siguen la
seguimiento de progresos en las tres ramas
dirección de la gente en sus pensamientos y
del gobierno del estado y, en consulta con los
acciones.
obispos, toma posiciones sobre una base caso
La marea en los Estados Unidos y el mundo
por caso.
occidental, en general, esta sin duda pasando
NOSOTROS,
Un ejemplo actual implica un proyecto de
de un punto de vista religioso, específicamente
ley en la legislatura de Illinois que requiera
COMO
cristiano, hacia uno secular. Mi evaluación es
servicios de salud que no proporcionan ciertos
que este cambio refleja una disminución de
DISCÍPULOS
procedimientos, especialmente aborto y la
la religiosidad entre nuestros ciudadanos.
esterilización quirúrgica, para dirigir a los
DE JESÚS,
Dios no es, bueno, realmente Dios a muchas
pacientes a los servicios que si lo hacen. Ahora,
personas y por lo tanto no necesita ser honrado
TODAVÍA
si una persona tiene una profunda convicción
y obedecido. Si Dios no es Dios, entonces
de que un determinado procedimiento médico
ESTAMOS
seguramente su iglesia y sus dirigentes no
es inmoral, es razonable suponer que esta
tendrán mucha influencia.
LLAMADOS
persona resultaría inmoral para dirigir a un
Esta situación nos da excusa para rendirse.
paciente a un centro que proporciona este
PARA
Nosotros, como discípulos de Jesús, todavía
procedimiento. Por lo tanto, el CCI se opuso a
estamos llamados para proclamar el Evangelio
PROCLAMAR
la legislación. (Uno podría hacer el argumento
"ya sea en temporada o fuera de temporada,"
más general que el gobierno no debería
EL EVANGELIO
como San Pablo lo dijo. El Reino de Dios, la
necesitar cualquier persona para referirse a
semilla plantada por Cristo, todavía necesita
"YA SEA EN
alguien en otra parte si un bien o servicio no
ser nutrida hacia su plena floración. Las almas
está disponible inmediatamente, a menos que
TEMPORADA
necesitan salvacion. Hacemos lo mejor que
sea una cuestión de vida o muerte. La gente
podemos con los dones que Dios nos da en
O FUERA DE
debe hacer sus propias compras.)
las circunstancias. En el proceso no debemos
Al final, un compromiso fue alcanzado
TEMPORADA."
esperar a ser tratados como realeza.

CUANDO ERA UN NIÑO, HABÍA UN PROGRAMA
DE TELEVISIÓN LLAMADO, "REINA POR UN DÍA."
UNA CONCURSANTE ERA ELEGIDA, Y MUCHOS
DE SUS DESEOS SE HACÍAN REALIDAD.
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

EDITH AVILA OLEA WINS THE
2015 CARDINAL BERNARDIN NEW
LEADERSHIP AWARD

FATHER DILLON CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF PRIESTLY SERVICE
STORY BY JOE DIPIRRO

On May 30, at St Matthew Parish in Glendale Heights, Father
David Dillon, O.Carm., celebrated Mass on the 50th anniversary
of his ordination to the priesthood. He received the sacrament of
Holy Orders on May 27, 1965.
After his ordination, Father Dillon spent many years in education
ministries for the Carmelites, most notably working 25 years in a
variety of positions at Mt. Carmel High School in Chicago. In 1992,
he was assigned to his first pastoral ministry as associate pastor
at St. Matthew Parish. He served for six years as associate pastor
and became pastor upon the retirement of Father Franklin Tasker,
O.Carm., in 1998. He served as pastor for eleven years until his
retirement in 2009.
The anniversary Mass was concelebrated with Father Dillon
as principal celebrant. Other celebrants included Bishop Joseph
M. Siegel, auxiliary bishop for the diocese; Father William Harry,
O.Carm., prior provincial of the Carmelite Province of the Most Pure
Heart of Mary; Father Jerome Kish, pastor, St. Matthew; Father
Richard Cilano, in-residence, St. Matthew; Father Gavin Quinn,
O.Carm.; and Father Edward Ward, O.Carm. Deacon Robert Malek,
of St. Matthew, assisted.
Father Dillon delivered a homily that was autobiographical as he
traced his faith journey. He thanked his parents, his parish priests
and the nuns who taught him at Our Lady of Peace Parish on the
southeast side of Chicago. He also gave thanks to all the Carmelites
who taught him in the seminary and for the gift of his vocation to
the priesthood. Finally, he thanked all of his fellow priests for their
friendship through the years and thanked all the people who were
in attendance to help him celebrate this significant milestone.
4
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Edith Avila Olea, 22, the parish outreach and
Board of Young Professionals co-ordinator
for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Joliet,
is the winner of the 2015 Cardinal Bernardin
New Leadership Award. Sponsored by the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development,
which is the domestic anti-poverty program
of the U.S. bishops, the award is given to a
young person who shows a dedication to
addressing the root causes of poverty in the
community.
Olea was honored during the U.S. bishop’s
general assembly meeting in early June in
St. Louis.
“Catholicism calls us to be anything but
silent, and we need to raise our voices,” Olea
said in her application when applying for the
award. “This is why it’s crucial that we form
relationships with the people that we serve.
We have to create an environment that fosters
a relationship between the poor and rich so
that we can see each other as neighbors, and
then be able love each other like ourselves.”

FATHER MICHAEL DANEK DIES
Father Michael Danek, C.R., died on May 18.
He was 56 years old.
Michael Danek was born on Dec. 5,
1958, to Edward and Mira Danek. Upon
graduating from high school, he entered
the Congregation of the Resurrection in
Woodstock and professed first vows in May
of 1980. He was ordained to the priesthood
on April 12, 1986, at St. Hyacinth Basilica in
Chicago. Father Danek’s assignments included
Archbishop Weber High School in Chicago
and parishes of St. Hedwig, St. Hyacinth
and St. Wenceslaus in Chicago and St.
Christopher in Las Vegas. From 2004 to 2010,
he served as provincial superior of the United
States Province of the Congregation of the
Resurrection. On June 22, 2011, Father Danek
was appointed as administrator of Holy Trinity
Parish in Westmont.
Local news continues on pg. 6
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FRANCISCAN SISTER TO

PHOTO BY COLIN YORK

PROFESS PERPETUAL VOWS

ANNUAL "FISHERS OF MEN" CONFERENCE
Several hundred men attended the recent
2nd annual men’s Fishers of Men conference at
Providence High School. They prayed, they listened
to speakers, they discussed faith.

BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY HIRES
NEW PRESIDENT
Michael S. Brophy, Ph.D., current
president of Marymount California
University in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif.,
has been named the 11th president of
Benedictine University by its Board of
Trustees. Brophy was chosen from a
field of national candidates to succeed
William J. Carroll, Ph.D., who announced
in January that he would step down
after leading Benedictine for the past
20 years.
“We believe he is the right fit for
Benedictine and will embrace the
Benedictine values while leading our
institution toward even greater future
achievements,” said James L. Melsa,
Ph.D., chairman of the Benedictine
University Board of Trustees.
Brophy has led the Marymount
California University campus since
2006 where he helped transform
Marymount – a Catholic university with
6

Sister Cristina Soyao will make a public
profession of perpetual vows as a member
of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred
Heart on Aug. 1 at 4:30 p.m. in Queen
of Angels Chapel at St. Francis Woods in Frankfort. Born
in Cotabato City, Philippines, Sister Cristina entered the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart on Sept. 3, 2008. Her
three-year formation experience included participation in the
Third Order Regular Franciscan Common Novitiate program.
Following this, she professed the vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience on Aug. 6, 2011. After journeying with the
Franciscan Sisters and living their particular charism these
past years, she said, “I feel so humbled to be called to this
way of life, to be a sister of mercy, joyous and poor.”
“Sister Cristina radiates the joy of the Gospel and lives
our charism with a loving, peaceful spirit,” said General
Community Leader Sister Joyce Shanabarger.
Sister Cristina, who is noted for her ministry as a physical
therapist assistant, lives and worships with the faith
community at Immaculate Conception, Morris. Periodically,
she celebrates liturgy with the people in her home parish,
St. Dominic, Bolingbrook.

1,600 undergraduate and graduate
students – from a private two-year
college to a multisite university with
undergraduate and graduate degree
offerings. While there, he spearheaded
a facilities improvement project that
updated aging facilities and built new
living and learning environments and
campuses in Los Angeles and Lake
County, California.
A Fulbright exchange scholarship
recipient who has taught
internationally, Brophy served as the
campus executive officer and dean
of the University of Wisconsin’s (UW)
Baraboo campus and associate provost
at Long Island University in New York.
“The Catholic mission and community
tradition attracted me to Benedictine,
and I am very excited about the future,”
said Brophy, who will assume the
presidency of Benedictine in midAugust. “The university community has
been incredibly welcoming. My wife
and I are extremely grateful for the
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opportunity to become part of this great
institution. Higher education faces some
difficult challenges in the years ahead
– increasing government regulation
and mandates, a decreasing pool of
students, rising costs, competition from
community colleges – but I believe that
Benedictine University is positioned to
meet those challenges.”
Brophy earned his Ph.D. in
Educational Leadership and Policy
Analysis from the University of
Wisconsin. He has an accomplished
career, earning educator and citizen of
the year awards, among many other
recognitions. Brophy has written,
directed and edited three films that
have screened around the world at film
festivals and universities. In addition,
he has accompanied gospel choirs at
the State University of New York as a
musician and performed with students
and faculty at recitals at Marymount
California University, UW-Baraboo/Sauk
County and The College of Saint Rose.
Local news continues on pg. 22
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CARLOS BRICEÑO
PHOTO BY
TIFFANY PYLE

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

Scoring for God –
and Vocations
The scene is typical of a college or
pro basketball game. Jock jam music
playing on the loudspeakers. Players
warming up by shooting baskets
or layups. A loud hum of noise of
anticipation from the crowd.

PHOTO BY CARLOS BRICEÑO

What is different about this particular
scene as it has played out in basketball
gyms at various Catholic schools
around the diocese over the past
months are the players: seminarians
playing against Catholic middle-school
teams. It's a lot of fun for all involved,
even though each team wants to
outscore their opposition.
But there’s also a deeper message.
“Our hope for this event is that
the kids see that [future priests] and
religious sisters are normal people
and that we like to have fun and have
similar interests as they do and that
they see [a vocation] as a possibility
for themselves,” said Mark Bernhard,
a seminarian in the diocese and the
person responsible for the idea for
the basketball contests. “We have had
one mom who attended come up to
us and say her son was considering
the priesthood and attests it to the

basketball game.”
Bernhard likes to make the game
a big event. He has organized
basketball games at several diocesan
schools since last November, and the
format is loud music in the gym with
about 10-15 seminarians wearing their
clerics – meaning in all black with
white Roman collars – warming up
on one side of the court and an 8thgrade boys’ middle school team on
the other side of the court. The entire
school is usually in the stands. Then,
the starting line-ups are announced;
the principal introduces everyone;
there’s an opening prayer and the
national anthem is sung, usually by
a group of students or one student.
And then the seminarians leave the
court and take off their clerics to
reveal their Joliet Jammers jerseys
and gym shorts underneath and come
back on to the court.
“The kids go crazy,” Bernhard said.
“We play some basketball and have
some fun.”
At halftime, one of the seminarians
– or a religious sister, if they are
present – gives a short talk on
holiness and what it means to seek
out a vocation.
Bernhard sees the halftime talks as
adding great value to the event, but
he also thinks that sports, in general,
also has great value, especially when
one can relate it to faith.
“Sports teaches kids that hard
work, the time they put in at the gym,
translates into better performances,”
he said. “And a lot of time, in our faith

lives, we don't like to put work into our
faith, yet it's the most important thing
in the world – our relationship with
Jesus. Yet we don't put time into our
relationship with Jesus, like spiritual
reading. It takes work, just like playing
basketball takes practice. If you build
good habits, like in your prayer life, it
helps you to grow in virtue.”
Patrick Jordan, who just graduated
from the 8th grade at St. Raphael
Catholic School in Naperville, was
on the school’s basketball team
and played during a recent contest
against the seminarians.
Even though this team ending up
losing, he had a great time.
“Sometimes people think
seminarians are kind of strict or
different, but they’re normal guys we
can relate to,” Jordan said. “All those
guys are great to be around, and we
had an awesome time.”
The halftime talk was given by John
Horan, a seminarian, and Jordan said
“the whole school was listening. We
learned a lot about listening to God
and what He is
calling us to do.”
Bernhard said
it’s not easy to
get seminarians
together for the
games, because
of their studies
and how hectic
their lives can be
at times. But, in
the fall, he hopes
to play his team
against more
“Our hope for
experienced and
this event is that
older students
the kids see that
– high school
[future priests]
varsity teams.
and religious
In the
sisters are normal
meantime, he’s
people ... and
happy he’s
that they see [a
combining two
vocation] as a
of his passions in
possibility for
life: sports and
getting others
themselves.”
- Mark Bernhard
closer to God.
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Rita Stasi
Wins the 2015
Bishop Roger
L. Kaffer

STORY BY
KELLY ROTH

FOR HER OUTSTANDING
DEDICATION TO THE
EDUCATION PROFESSION,
Catholic ideals and
school leadership,
Lewis University
and the College of
Education recently
presented the 2015
Bishop Roger L. Kaffer
Outstanding Principal
Award to Rita Stasi,
during a ceremony
at Lewis University.
Stasi was chosen
from over 60 Catholic
school principals in
the Diocese of Joliet,
demonstrating the
many facets of her
strong leadership and
faith-based approach.

8

“It is truly a team effort,” Stasi said when
accepting her award. “The St. Joseph
School community is formed of teachers
and staff, and parents and students who
care about academics, each other, and
our long-term well-being. It’s because of
everyone’s efforts that I am here today.
Together, we’ve worked to achieve great
things, and I accept this award on behalf of
everyone at St. Joseph’s.”
Under Stasi’s leadership, the school has
thrived. Since 2007, Rita has established
St. Joseph pre-school, implemented fullday kindergarten, developed a Spanishlanguage program for all grades, converted
the library into a Learning Resource Center,
and increased the length of the school day
to provide extended instructional time. Stasi
hired a reading specialist for K-5 classes
to assist students in becoming strategic
readers and also a social worker to support
the needs of students and families. She also
has been a proponent of enhancing the
school’s facilities and technology program.
Academically, St. Joseph’s has maintained
a strong performance, scoring well,
nationally, on standardized tests, winning
local scholastic bowls and math contests,
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and earning alumni valedictorian honors
and scholarships at local high schools. The
school is also a place where Catholic values
of service and charity are as important as
academic excellence. St. Joseph students
live their faith by organizing prayer services
for the ill; donating clothing and supplies
to people in need; collecting food for the
hungry; and cooking/serving meals to those
without permanent housing.
As part of the award nomination process,
many gave powerful testimony to Stasi’s
leadership. St. Joseph’s pastor, Father John
Phan, said: “Mrs. Stasi always puts others
before herself.” A staff member wrote, “The
students have tremendous respect for her.
She sets the tone for compassionate and
respectful interaction.”
A parent nominator affirmed, “My
children have received a wonderful, faithbased education at St. Joe’s in large part
due to Mrs. Stasi’s efforts. She shows
remarkable focus on her 462 students and
a commitment to our faith in everything she
does. She is a hard-working leader with a
positive, ‘can-do’ approach. She exemplifies
what it means to be a caring, supportive
Catholic school principal.”

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED
LIFE

STORY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO

SERVANTS
OF THE
HOLY HEART
OF MARY:
Helping Others
in Need

CONTACT
FOR MORE
INFORMATION,
CONTACT SISTER MARIE
MASON, SSCM, THE
ORDER’S VOCATION
DIRECTOR, AT
815.370.7228
OR GO TO
WWW.SSCM-USA.ORG.

GO ONLINE
CHECK OUT THEIR
VIDEO AT
HTTP://BIT.LY/1GOASG4
AND CLICK ON THE
VIDEO THAT SAYS
SISTER LINDA.

Sister Mary Ann
Hettel, SSCM,
grew up in small
rural town in Ohio,
where she helped
her parents on
the farm. She
attended Catholic
school, and when
she was in the
second grade,
she remembers
being taught by
a “wonderful”
religious sister who
asked her if she
ever thought about
becoming a sister.

“I was seven years old,”
Sister Hettel said, “and I said
I didn’t know. I pondered
that question for the rest of
my grade school and high
school years.”
After she graduated from
high school, she worked in
a community hospital as a
ward clerk. While there, she
met a Servant of the Holy
Heart of Mary religious sister.
That started a friendship
between them.
“She called me while I
was working and wanted
to know if I was interested
in religious life,” she said.
“I corresponded with her
throughout the following year
and finally decided to enter
the novitiate in Batavia, IL. My
very first plane ride was from
Ohio to Chicago on July 29,
1962, to begin learning the
lifestyle of a religious woman.
I was 19 years young!”
According to its website,
the “congregation of the
Servants of the Holy Heart
of Mary was born of two
inspired dreams during
the turmoil of the mid
1800’s in France. Father
François Delaplace, CSSp,
dreamt of a better life for
the abandoned children in
Paris. Marie Moisan, who
worked at his side, dreamed
of a consecrated life spent
in serving the desperately
poor. As the congregation
grew, Father Delaplace
prayerfully discerned with
the servants a call to open
missions in the United States
and Quebec. Servants of the
Holy Heart of Mary continue
to respond to that call with
the gifts of faith, self-giving
and family spirit in a variety
of ministries in France, the

United States, Canada,
Cameroon, Cuba, Argentina,
Chile, Peru and Democratic
Republic of the Congo.”
The congregation
continues to reach out to
help the poor; minister in
health care; provide services
to people who are neglected;
and help people on their faith
journeys, Sister Hettel said.
“We have two main
centers for spiritual renewal,”
she said. “Many of our sisters
in their elder years are
inviting people to journey
with them to deepen their
faith together.”
The congregation is also
interested in the family, since
that is also a priority of Pope
Francis, who, in September,
will be in the United States,
attending a World Meeting
of Families in Philadelphia.
For those interested in
a possible vocation to the
congregation, Sister Hettel
said a good candidate will
be someone who is “willing
to walk with other people”
and is open to sharing in
community life, “not always
choosing your way but
working as a community,”
she said.
As someone who is
celebrating being a religious
sister for 50 years, she
said she is happy with her
vocation.
“I responded to a great
call to a great God who
constantly loves us,” she said.
The congregation will be
holding an open house from
1-4 p.m. on July 12 at the
Servants of the Holy Heart
of Mary’s Province Center
at 2041 W. State Route 113,
Kankakee.
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occasional or even daily visit to the local pool. For my

family, going to the pool was a summertime ritual, because we
were all swimmers, and we loaded into the car each morning
with our towels and goggles headed off to swim practice.

My dad was the coach, and we had
to get there early to put in the lap lanes
and take out the kick boards. We swam
our work out, practiced our strokes
and turns, and played games, all in
preparation for the weekly swim meet
against other teams in the area. These
weekly competitions, where practices
and drills paid off, were always a much
anticipated event! Having started
swimming competitively by the time
I was five, I competed at countless
numbers of meets during the summers.
There was one meet in particular
from which I learned a lesson that has
remained with me long after the days
of the summer swim team.
I was about five or six, and I was
standing before the block just about
to swim the 25-yard freestyle. Contrary
to my normal competitive nature, I
stood crying in my Little Mermaid
swim suit, pink cap, and goggles,
refusing to take my place on the block.
It was my first race, and I was nervous.
The flags were fluttering in the warm
breeze, while the crowds cheered their
support for us. My own grandparents,
mom, siblings and teammates stood
cheering at the other end of the pool.
“Swimmers take your mark!” and
then a loud “beep!” found the other
girls half diving, half jumping into the
water. I stood unmoved continuing to
10
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or many of us, the steamy month of July might mean an

cry, when from behind, hands gently
pushed me into the water. The shock
that came with hitting the water
surprised me back into swimmer mode,
and I began swimming the strokes that
were by this time second nature to
me. As I turned my head for my first
breath, I both heard and saw the one
responsible for my unconventional
entry into the water. There was my
dad, who was now jogging on the
side of the deck shouting pointers
and cheering for me. At the end of the
race, he hoisted me out of the water,
wrapped me in a towel, and gave me
a huge hug. To the amazement of all, I
ended up winning that race!
All throughout this month of July
we will listen to readings from the
Old Testament, which show God the
Father leading the Chosen People,
beginning with Abraham, into an
intimate relationship with Him. He
takes them out of their comfort zones,
allows them to enter into situations
and trials that seem beyond them, and
there works His power and shows His
paternal care. Believing that the Word
of God is living and effective, even
up to and including our own times,
we have the opportunity to see the
relevance in our lives of the lessons
these Old Testament figures learned so
long ago. God is a Father who knows
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STORY BY
SISTER EMMA, OP,

a member of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia, who teaches second grade at
St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet

and loves us intimately and cares for
our every need. He knows too when
we need a shove in the right direction.
We’ve all had moments of cold feet
or indecision, when we stand frozen
in our places, unable to move, calling
out for help in our moment of need.
We might be suffering from the pain
of a mistake we’ve made, paralyzed
by perfectionism, or torn between
what we know is right and what others
expect of us. It’s often in ways we least
expect, like my experience of getting
tossed into the air and splashing into
the water, that get us moving again.
Though at first we may not see them
as such, these “surprises” are really
gifts from a loving Father who not only
gives them to us but who also walks
with us, coaches us, cheers us on, and
embraces us. He loves us too much to
let us stand still, fixed in our places.
Several years later, as I was
preparing to enter the convent, I was
rummaging through some family
albums. Quite unexpectedly, I came
across a picture that had been taken
the day of that memorable swim
meet. It showed my dad, clipboard
in hand, coaching his little daughter
from the side of the deck, and she
was swimming with all her might,
supported by the knowledge that she
was loved by her father.

CATHOLIC
LIFE

WHERE IS THE PERIPHERY?
Pope Francis has been urging the Church, all of us, to leave our comfort
zone and go to the “periphery.” The pope also identifies the periphery
with the “margins” and the “outskirts.” Just where is this periphery?
I imagine the answer depends upon where one is standing.
One person’s periphery is another person’s center, or home.

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM,

who is on
the Board of
Members at
Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at
Holy Family
Parish in
Shorewood.

Immediately, the periphery calls to mind
an impoverished area of a city. When he was
archbishop in Buenos Aires, Pope Francis
frequently visited the villas miserias, the
communities of the poor located on the outskirts
of the city. A priest in one of the communities
estimated that in the 15 years that Francis walked
the streets he met at least 25,000 people,
perhaps half the population, in that one villa
alone. Pope Francis wants the church to get out
of the sacristy and into the street. He is focusing
the Church’s attention on these neglected
populations when he challenges us to be “a poor
church for the poor.”
Certainly, missionaries go to the periphery. They
travel to distant lands and encounter cultures
at the edge of their own experience. The pope
reminds us we are all missionaries. However,
most of us will not travel great distances nor give
public sermons. Our preaching will be the witness
of our lives.

A CONDITION OF THE
MIND OR HEART
The periphery can be a place on a map, or a
condition of the mind or heart. Pope Francis
helped write a Latin American document which
stated: “The Church is called upon to go out of
itself and go to the periphery, which is not only
geographical, but also existential: where there
is sin, pain, injustice, ignorance and religious
indifference, where there is human misery.”
(Aparecida Document)
Consequently, the periphery can also mean
the situation of those who are excluded,
marginalized, or neglected because of race,
ethnicity, gender, religion, or politics. Wherever
we are, there is a periphery. In the workplace,
who is different and the victim of gossip? At
school, who is excluded and isolated? In the
community, who is invisible and ignored? Going
to the periphery may mean, initially, growing
in awareness of a need, and then finding a way
to enact the Gospel. Missionaries find a way
to be present at the margins, and, while there,
accompany people in their struggles.

A FAR COUNTRY
A truly far country may be the other person’s
opinion. It may be easier to relate to a person
from a very different culture than to be patient
with a neighbor who has opinions contrary to
ours. Over our lifetime we build up a collection
of opinions, judgments, and attitudes. In time we
have an automatic response to many situations
in life. We never examine the assumptions
underneath our response. We rarely step back
and ask, “Why do I think the way I think?”
To give another person’s judgment or
opinion thoughtful consideration may be quite
a challenge. In these situations, going to the
periphery may mean letting go of strongly held
convictions so we can cross over to the other
person’s point of view for a fair assessment.
As the periphery gets closer to home, going
there is not necessarily easier. Perhaps I know
I am encountering the periphery when I am
experiencing resistance within myself. Am I
uncomfortable, anxious, or afraid? Approaching
the periphery needs to be done for the right
reasons. My motivation should not simply be guilt
or sympathy. It is the love of God that compels
me to watch out for my neighbor. Who is my
neighbor? Pope Francis says look to the periphery.
11
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150 Years as Part of the Community in Kankakee County
Father Richard Pighini celebrated
first Communion in May with more
than 70 communicants at Maternity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
in Bourbonnais. But the former
high school religion teacher put his
own stamp on the Mass: He invited
youngsters to gather around the altar
before the consecration, where he
quizzed them on how bread and wine
turn into the body and blood of Christ.
It was an interactive moment, and
one that reflected the Viatorians’ long
history of educating young people
and raising them in the faith, in the
Bourbonnais and Kankakee region.
The religious community of
associates, brothers and priests – that
originated in France in 1831 – gathered
last month at Maternity to celebrate
its milestone anniversary: 150 years
of serving people in Bourbonnais and
the central part of the Joliet Diocese.
“We as Viatorians continue to do what
we were first sent to do,” Father Pighini
said, “and that’s service to the holy altar
and educating people in the faith.”
They came as missionaries from
12

Canada less than six months after
the end of the Civil War, to serve the
French Canadian Catholics who had
settled in Bourbonnais.
Their arrival was fairly dramatic. They
were responding to a request made
to the bishop of Montreal for French
speaking priests to help squelch the
schism in Bourbonnais at the time, led
by Father Charles Chiniquy.
“We were called to combat heresy,”
said Father Thomas von Behren,
Viatorian provincial. “We were known
as educators and we were asked to
re-educate people about the faith and
to bring them back into the fold of
the Catholic Church.”
Father Pierre Beaudoin, Brother
Jean-Baptiste Bernard, and Brother
Augustin Martel arrived in September
of 1865 to open a parochial school for
boys and to help staff a parish church,
Maternity BVM.
Right from the start, Viatorians were
driven by the vision of their founder,
Father Louis Querbes, who had been
influenced by the French Revolution
and the need to re-Christianize France.

Christ is our Hope | JULY 2015 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

Eileen
O’Grady
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He died just six years before the
Viatorians arrived in Bourbonnais.
“It was the whole model of ministry
developed by Father Querbes,” said
Father Jack Linnan, a former pastor
of Maternity, “to have brothers come
into a parish and teach school, and
help the pastor.”
The school the two Viatorian
brothers started, expanded quickly and
within three years, they offered classes
for boys from grade school through
college. By 1874, the Viatorians were
granted a university charter by the
Illinois state legislature.
“The opening of the college made
higher education accessible to
families in the area, particularly to
the farmers’ sons,” said Brother Don
Houde, who grew up in Kankakee.
St. Viator College also served as
a seminary where many Viatorians
and diocesan priests were educated.
Among Viatorians, Father Francis
White was the last living link to the
college, having studied Latin there
from 1937-38. He passed away last
month, at the age of 97.

TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE VIATORIANS
AND THEIR CURRENT
MINISTRIES, VISIT
THEIR WEB SITE AT
WWW.VIATORIANS.COM.

The college served students for 70
years, but succumbed to the Great
Depression and closed in 1938. The
Nazarenes purchased it in 1940 and
moved their campus to Bourbonnais
from Olivet, IL, after theirs was
destroyed by fire. Olivet Nazarene
University still bears some of the St.
Viator College buildings.
“Certainly, the closing of St. Viator
College was heartbreaking,” Brother
Houde added, “but it opened new
opportunities for ministries, in
outlying parishes and in hospitals as
chaplains. And by taking those on, it
spread the Viatorian name.”
Father Thomas Long, who taught
at Bishop McNamara High School
in 1969, points to the many outlying
parishes that Viatorians staffed – in
Ashkum, Beaverville, Bradley, Cabery,
Clifton, Gilman, Goodrich, L’Erable,
Martinton, Momence, Papineau, Piper
City and Roberts.
“The Viatorians were really the
only ones out there in rural ministry,”
Father Long said.
Father Linnan added that their farreaching diocesan assignments filled
a practical need: “When the college
closed, we had 80 members who
didn’t have a job – or a place to live.
We were grateful for those diocesan
assignments.”
A former professor from St. Viator
College, Father William Bergin, was
the first Viatorian pastor of St. Patrick’s
Church in Kankakee, beginning in 1931,
and another graduate of the college
succeeded him one year later, Father
Thomas Fitzpatrick.
Together, they began a Viatorian
legacy in the parish that continues
today, under the leadership of Father
John Peeters, Father Donald Wehnert,
and Father John Eck, as well as

Viatorian Associate Marilyn Mulcahy,
who serves as pastoral associate.
Viatorians also have led St. Anne
Church, in St. Anne, IL, for more than
70 years, but their association with
the parish dates back to their earliest
years in Bourbonnais. It is at St. Anne
where the legendary Father Chiniquy
fled, after the schism from the
Catholic Church, and where he built
his new faith community.
Catholic families in St. Anne
eventually became disenchanted with
the religious split, and they built a
new church in 1872. The first Viatorian
to lead the congregation was Father
Arthur Landroche, in 1942. Its current
pastor, Father James Fanale, has served
since 1996, and each summer, he and
his parishioners faithfully carry out the
novena to their patroness, St. Anne,
which draws hundreds of worshippers.
Viatorians led St. George Church in
Bourbonnais back in the 19th century,
from 1898-1909, before turning it over
to diocesan priests. They were reassigned there in 1954 and have led
the congregation ever since.
Father Daniel Belanger serves
as pastor there currently, while
also leading the parishioners of St.
Mary’s Church in Beaverville. He also
brought a Viatorian presence back
to Bishop McNamara High School,
where Viatorians taught back when
it was St. Patrick’s High School, from
1932 through 1989, when Father
Erwin Savela, was the last Viatorian
principal. Father Belanger serves
as school chaplain. Viatorians have
continued to spread their influence
in the Joliet Diocese through
their lay associates. They range
from Associates Ken and
Michelle Barrie, youth
ministers at St. Patrick’s,

whose programs draw in youths from
surrowunding parishes; to Associates
Mary Finks and Susan Bourgeois, who
are involved in music ministry at St.
Patrick’s; and Associates Susan and
David Surprenant, who are actively
involved in liturgical ministry at 		
St. George.
Associate Patricia Wischnowski is a
registered nurse, and she coordinates
the homebound ministry at Maternity.
“As associates, each of us plays an
important part,” Ms. Wischnowski
said, “of accomplishing what the
Viatorians do as a whole.”
Father von Behren, provincial of the
Viatorians, says the 150-year celebration
speaks of a commitment, rooted in the
community’s founder, Father Querbes.
“The Viatorian charism was founded
with a deep sense of service to
those living in rural areas, especially
the young and those accounted of
little importance,” he said. “Father
Querbes was a pastor of a rural
parish in France, and today, located
in the heart of Kankakee County, our
mission continues to live on over
these past 150 years.”

We as Viatorians
continue to do what
we were first sent to do
... and that’s
service to the holy
altar and educating
people in the faith.
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STORY BY
FATHER TONY
TASCHETTA,

a retired priest
of the Joliet
Diocese

IN PRAISE OF

The question came from a former parishioner, “So, Father, now that
you’re retired what do you miss most from the parish?” In a New York minute
I answered his question, “My secretaries! I miss my secretaries.
I’m lost (and a little useless) without them.”
14
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Eighth grade, 1958, was a pivotal year for me. I was about
to sign up for a junior high school typing class when my
homeroom teacher stated bluntly, “What do you want to
take typing for? You won’t need it. You’re a boy, and some
day will be a man. You’ll always have a secretary.” Now,
just to set the record straight, my homeroom teacher was
a woman (I mean, it was 1958). I shrugged my shoulders
and never signed up. What she said, however, was both
prescient and prophetic.
I soon learned what she was talking about. My then
girlfriend, Jeannie, typed 75 words a minute. She typed all
my high school reports up to my master’s thesis in graduate
school. She owned an IBM Selectric, the state-of-the-art
typing machine at the time. Life for this Luddite couldn’t
get any better. But it did. She soon learned Word Perfect.
I write this article in honor of some very special people
who, whether you call them administrative assistants,
office managers, parish coordinators or just plain oldfashioned parish secretaries, are so much more than
typists. They are, in more ways that we can imagine, the
heart and soul of the parish. They are the first ones you
speak to when you call the parish. They are your first
impression of the church because, in many ways, they are
the church. When they answer the phone and say, “Hello,
Mary Queen of Heaven, Sister Marlene speaking,” you
know immediately whether you are welcomed or not. And
most of the time we are so welcomed.
My first encounter with a parish secretary was in 1970 at
of St. Mary of Gostyn Church in Downers Grove. Everyone
called her Phyl, but her real name was Felicity, which means
happy, and you could literally feel her smile through the
telephone wires. Her favorite saying was, “All I ever wanted
to do was type.” But she ended up doing it all. She loved
her job. She loved the people, and most of all she loved us
priests, whom she guarded like a mother hen.
From there I moved to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary
where Judy, Millie and Barb ran the show. And I mean, ran
the show. Only our janitor, Spike; the cook, Quinn; and, of
course, Sister Joan Tabot had more to say about what was
going on. We just went along for the ride.
And what a ride it has been. After seminary, I moved to
Sacred Heart in Hopkins Park. Oh, dear, no secretaries. No
staff. But one incredible community of religious sisters and
lay people making up what we called “The Kingdom.” We
had nothing (it was the poorest parish in the diocese); we
had everything (we wanted for nothing). Just no secretaries.
That was to change as the bishop at the time – Bishop
Joseph Imesch – moved me to Christ the King in Lombard
where Kay, cigarette dangling from her mouth (it was the
early 80’s after all) ruled the roost. Nine months later, I was
named pastor at St. Anne in Oswego. There I found one of
my former St. Mary students at the helm, typing faster than
superman. Jan arrived in the parish a few months before
me and is still there today. She was trained by Felicity and

Father Stanley Orlikiewicz, who loved to say, “The job of
an associate pastor is to make the pastor look good.” Then
he would pause, smile and add, “Oh, and vise-versa.” Well
check out your parish secretaries. The same is true for them.
Most parish secretaries I know and have dealt with over
the years make us priests look really good. They organize
us; keep us on schedule; cover for us when we screw up;
work all kinds of extra hours just to get the job done; calm
angry parishioners; keep aggressive sales people at bay;
and, most of the time, do it with a smile. Why? Because it’s
more than a job. It’s a true calling and a true ministry. It’s
a ministry of hospitality, organization, patience, juggling,
gate keeping, hand holding, and, when necessary, hand
wringing. Jan could and still does it all. In 1989, while
studying Spanish in Mexico, I dictated my Doctor of Ministry
thesis on tape, mailed it to her, and when I got home, it was
on my desk almost ready for
publication. She earned more
than half of that degree.
The next 12 years were
spent as St. Teresa in
They organize us; keep us
Kankakee
where
my
on schedule; cover for us
secretary, Barbara, calmly
when we screw up; work
and serenely kept me from
all kinds of extra hours just
imploding. She intuitively
knew what to do and when
to get the job done; calm
to do it. From there I moved
angry parishioners; keep
to St. Isidore with a bevy of
aggressive sales people at
secretaries, such as Emma,
bay; and, most of the time,
Ruth and Rosie. But my
personal secretary was Dolly,
do it with a smile. Why?
who lovingly transcribed
Because it’s more than a
all my notes, writings and
job. It’s a true calling and a
correspondence,
cleaning
true ministry.
up my English and making
me look good.
My last assignment was
at Mary Queen in Elmhurst,
and there I got a two-for:
Sister Marlene and Julie. The dynamic duo. When Sister
Marlene answers the phone, you don’t need an intercom
to get the message. FATHER TONY, IT’S FOR YOU! And
Julie takes care of her pastor (she’s actually typing my
scribbling right now) like she takes care of a loving father.
I couldn’t ask for more.
For the last few months I’ve been living at St. Alexis in
Bensenville, and without Nena, I’m lost. And that’s the truth.
So, who is your secretary and how has she taken care of
you? And how have you taken care of her? The next time
you call the parish and hear, St. ___, this is Natalie, Linda,
Lisa, Sue, Sheila, Nancy, Marta, Barbara, Lois, Maureen,
Gordano ... (and this list of names of secretaries goes on)
try to smile back over the telephone wires. You’re talking to
one of God’s special gifts to us all.
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ST. THOMAS
THE APOSTLE
Celebrates 30 Years

Not a lot has changed in the years
since St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
in Naperville was founded in 1984.
William Mann, a parishioner at
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in
Naperville since the first days of the
parish, recalls that “something was
going on all the time” back then.

STORY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO
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He had gone from his former parish, where he hardly knew
anyone, to the new, smaller parish, where he established
relationships with lots of people over the years.
“We all knew each other,” he said. “And that made a lot
of difference.”
What hasn’t changed in the years since is the vibrancy of
the parish, he added.
“It’s still very vibrant,” he said. “People talk to each other
all the time. I go to daily Mass. People stay after Mass
and shoot the breeze, which is very nice. It’s still a very
interesting parish.”
What has changed over time is the parish has grown.
It is now has almost 4,000 registered households, which
includes about 11,500 parishioners, a huge jump from the
300 families who were the founding members of the parish,
back in the days when Masses were first held at Thayer J.
Hill Middle School, before the church was built. Nowadays,
it has more ministries, including a very active social justice
ministry that includes a twinning relationship with a parish
in Duchity, Haiti.
The parish recently concluded its year-long 30th
anniversary celebration with a concert and a Mass.
Patti Dougherty, the parish’s director of religious
education, first started working at the parish in the liturgy
office, during the days when the founding pastor, Father Jim
Curtin, was also there. She remembers those days as being
filled with a lot of enthusiasm.
“It was a young parish,” she said. “There were a lot of
active parishioners because we were young. We were very
into outreach back then, as we are now.”
Father Curtin, who was present when the church building
was dedicated on Sept. 13, 1986, was someone very
“charismatic,” she said. The name of the parish was selected
because, though St. Thomas the Apostle had doubts, “We
all have doubts,” Dougherty recalled Father Curtin saying
one day, “but we come to believe. That was the hope for all
who came to the parish.”
During the first decade, under the leadership of Father
Curtin, the parish population grew to include about 3,100
families. A rectory was built. A ministry center, which
included offices, meeting rooms and a gymnasium, was
also added.
The next pastor, Father Donald W. Kenny, established
commissions so that parishioners could help out in the
decision-making process involving parish activities. Also
established were a Millennium Meditation Garden, a
labyrinth, a meditation park and a stained-glass memorial in
the narthex. In the fall of 2001, Father Kenny left to become
a missionary in Ecuador, which led to the appointment of
the parish’s third pastor, Father Joel Fortier.
Under Father Fortier’s leadership, the parish became
one of three in the Naperville area to sponsor the founding
of All Saints Catholic Academy, and he also increased
Story continues on pg. 18
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ALTHOUGH Father David
Hankus has been the pastor at
St. James the Apostle Parish
in Glen Ellyn for only two
years now, he knows that its
parishioners like to be of service
to others. It’s one of the most
“outstanding” characteristics of
the parish, he said.

“People here understand
well what Jesus meant by
saying the two greatest
commandments are to love
God and our neighbor as
ourselves,” Father Hankus
added.
The parish has been
recognizing its impact on the
community and to each other
as part of its 50th-anniversary
celebration, which culminated
with a Mass on May 31 with
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon in
attendance. During the past
year, the parish had many
anniversary events, including
an ice cream social; a dinner
dance; days of service to
the community; a concert
with parish musicians and
orchestra; a pictorial directory;
and an anniversary DVD.
“Many of our long-time
parishioners reflected on
their years here, recognizing
the close-knit nature of
the parish and celebrating
the fact that many of their
best friends are fellow
parishioners: parents moving
into the area years ago and
sending their children to
our school or the religious
education program that
brought everyone together
with life-time friendships
developing,” said Father
Hankus. “The four pillars of
our parish mission statement
are: Worship, Grow, Respond
and Reach Out. These
activities are lived out daily in
so many beautiful ways at St.
James the Apostle Parish.”
A testament to the parish’s
mission to serve others is its
Christmas Baskets Program,
which has been around for 50
years, ever since the founding
pastor, Father Thomas
Fleming, and a priest friend of
his, Father Dominic Carmon,

who was the pastor at St
Elizabeth Parish in Chicago
at the time, thought of an
idea of outreach between
the two churches. St. James
parishioners would “adopt”
families from St. Elizabeth’s
who were in need around
Christmastime, sending gifts
and food to family members.
Since the parish started
keeping track around
30 years ago, St. James
parishioners have given
6,399 families of 28,483
people a total of 20,405
boxes of food and gifts, said
Chuck Reiss, a long-time
parishioner who headed the
program for 30 years.
“It made me to appreciate
the things I took for
granted, Reiss said. “It
made me appreciate what
someone who is living off
of a minimum wage goes
through. It benefits the
sponsoring people as much
as the people in need.”
St. James the Apostle
Parish was founded by
Bishop Martin D. McNamara
in June of 1965. It gathered
its pool of parishioners from
within the boundaries of St.
Petronille, Glen Ellyn; smaller
sections of St. Joan of Arc,
Lisle; and Ss. Peter and Paul,
Naperville. Parishioners
celebrated the first Mass in
the chapel of the Maryknoll
Seminary on July 4, 1965.
Two years later, the church
and school were completed.
John Pugliese, who has
been a parishioner since
1967, remembers the parish
back then as having many
young families. He was
27 years old at the time,
and he ended up having
seven children, all of whom
attended the parish school.

PARISH
MISSION
THE
FOUR
PILLARS
OF
ST. JAMES'
PARISH
MISSION
ARE:
WORSHIP
GROW
RESPOND
REACH OUT

OUTREACH

CHRISTMAS
BASKETS
PROGRAM:
IN THE
LAST
30 YEARS,
PARISH
MEMBERS
HAVE
GIVEN

20,405
BOXES

OF FOOD
AND GIFTS
TO

6,399

FAMILIES

Story continues on pg. 18 17

ST. THOMAS
STORY CONTD.

ST. JAMES
STORY CONTD.

from page 16

from page 17

The demographics
of the parish have
changed since its
founding 30 years ago
and evangelization
is an ever more
important task for the
Father Don
McLaughlin

parish today.

parishioners’ awareness to the spirituality of
stewardship. He also introduced a Pastoral Care
Department to serve the physical, spiritual and
emotional needs of parishioners.
As the parish has grown, it still has retained the
feeling that all are family and all are welcomed,
Dougherty said.
“The music in our liturgy has always been
outstanding,” she said. “We're older. We do have
younger parishioners. Not so long ago there was
some crying during a Mass from a child, and I
thought to myself, ‘That's good we're still alive.
We're not just a bunch of old people.’ We're trying
to focus more on keeping more parishioners. We've
been talking about what we need to do, especially in
working with families who bring their children in for
baptism. They are the ones who are interested, and
they're the young ones.”
Its current pastor, Father Don McLaughlin, who
arrived in 2012, described how he felt about the
parish’s 30th anniverary this way:
“The feeling that first comes to mind when a
parish celebrates a significant anniversary is one of
gratitude to those founding parishioners, clergy and
staff who sacrificed to build what we have today and
came together to establish an ‘identity,’ a ‘mission’
for the parish,” he said.
The anniversary celebration allows the parish to
pause to look back, he said, but also to look forward.
“I would hope that St. Thomas continues to build
on its founding vision of embracing the spirit of
Vatican II through worship and service,” Father
McLaughlin said. “The demographics of the parish
have changed since its founding 30 years ago and
evangelization is an ever more important task for the
parish today.”
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He remembers the Mr. and
Mrs. Club, which promoted
social and spiritual activities.
His friends from the club
later became Godparents to
three of his children.
“Everything centered on the
Eucharist,” said Pugliese, 74.
The Mr. and Mrs. Club was
an early foundation that
has since been replaced by
a wide variety of activities
and ministries to serve the
needs of the parish and Glen
Ellyn area.
"For 48 years, especially
during a few difficult
times, St. James has been
our spiritual home for me
and my family" he said,
summing up his experiences
there. "And, from the very
beginning and under all
our pastors, the center of
St. James has always been
the Mass and the Eucharist
leading to generous service.“
In 1971, Father James
Lennon became the pastor
to follow Father Fleming,
and, by then, the parish
had grown to around 700
families. The parish center
was built during his tenure.
By the time the next pastor,
Father Edwin Joyce, arrived,
the parish had grown in size
to 1,700 families. The building
of the rectory and the parish
offices were completed
during Father Joyce’s tenure.
A capital campaign was
started by the next pastor,
Father John Sebahar, with the
new church, which is able to
seat 1,000 people, dedicated
in October 2000. Father John
Ouper followed as the next
pastor in 2001, and parish
ministries flourished during

his time there, along with
the transformation of the old
worship space into St. James
Hall being completed. A new
home was purchased in 2008
to serve as the rectory, with
the former rectory and office
space now called the Ministry
Center as a place for parish
meetings/gatherings.
Father Hankus was
appointed as the current
pastor in 2013. He’s in
charge of the 1,800 families
who are now part of the
parish. He hopes to keep the
parish growing and thriving
in the years to come.
“There are so many good
things going on in the parish
in terms of its ministries and
organizations,” he said. “I
would like to think that we will
continue to do what we have
been doing already for so
many years. We will continue
to worship God by celebrating
the sacraments and ensuring
that our liturgical life truly
gives honor and glory to God
as well as unifying our parish
community. I believe there is
always room for growth so
we will continue to be open
to the Holy Spirit as He leads
us forward into the next 50
years. Our parish community
will always strive to respond
to the call of Jesus to be good
stewards. How are we to
respond? The last line of our
mission statement says it all:
‘We reach out to the universal
community by loving and
serving our neighbors.’ My
hope and prayer is that we
will continue to be a loving
faith community and always
be open to the Lord dwelling
and working among us.”

‘ We r e a c h o u t t o t h e u n iv e r s a l c o m m u n i t y
by l ov i n g a n d s e r v i n g o u r n e i g h b o r s .'

YOUR STORY
COMMUNITY
SERVICE

STORY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO

SEEDS OF SERVICE
PROVIDES OUTREACH
TO THOSE IN NEED
IT’S A SIMPLE IDEA, but requires
a lot of people power. It’s called
Seeds of Service, and for the
second consecutive year, St. Isaac
Jogues’ Parish has managed
to make a big impact on the
community in a way that combines
evangelization and charity.
Here’s how the Seeds of Service
works: In mid April, parishioners
dropped off empty grocery bags
on the doors of homes throughout
Hinsdale. Then, a week later,
parishioners collected any full bags
left at the front doors of the homes
and brought them back to the parish,
where the bags were sorted and then
delivered to four charities: the Little
Sisters of the Poor, the Missionaries
of Charity, HCS Family Services, and
Peoples' Resource Center.
Last year, according to parish
organizers, the project collected
between 1,500-2,000 bags filled with
food, which didn’t include 16 pallets of
bulk donations from two parishioners.
This year, bags were delivered to
around 4,000 homes, with almost
2,000 full bags collected in return,
with bulk donations coming from
three different parishioners. Around
400 volunteers helped out over
the course of the project, said
John Vrdolyak, a St. Isaac Jogues
parishioner and the leader of the
evangelization committee that
thought of the idea for the project.
Vrdolyak found the entire experience
of the project very humbling.
“It’s humbling because it feels like
it is not us who brings it about,” he
said. “It's like the Magnificat – we only
do what we ought, and God blesses

and magnifies our meager efforts and
accomplishes great things."
Seeds of Service also fits in nicely
with the overall evangelizing strategy
of the parish, said William Dunn, a
deacon and St. Isaac Jogues’ director
of evangelization and outreach.
The parish has adopted a
three-pronged approach toward
evangelization, Dunn said. Seeds
of Service was born because it was
geared toward outreach and meeting
the needs of the community. A second
outreach, geared to be an outreach
of faith, is the parish’s Corpus Christi
procession, in June, which usually
engages almost 1,000 people, with
the route between St. Isaac Jogues
and Notre Dame Parish in neighboring
Clarendon Hills. And the third and final
piece to the strategy, Dunn said, is an
outdoor festival held on the grounds
of the parish in the fall.
All three evangelizing events, taken as
a whole, have drawn the parish together.
“I think it continues to make our
community grow stronger and stronger,”
Dunn said. “These types of activities
have really been drawing us together as
a family. We see increased numbers of
people wanting to get involved.”
But as far as the Seeds of Service
initiative is concerned, the impact on
parishioners has been invaluable.
“It's a teaching moment for the

families, but it's an
example for the entire
community,” Dunn said
about the lessons in charity
and evangelization that are being
learned. “We're teaching our own,
as well as showing the community
what evangelization is all about. The
purpose of the activity is to reach out
to those outside of our initial sphere.
So it's an outreach. There's learning
happening at several levels: within
the family, within our parish and civic
communities, and in the lives of those
who are being served.”

F R AM EWOR K F OR
PAS TOR AL AC T ION
DISCIPLESHIP

Cultivate lay discipleship.
Inspire young adults.
Embrace immigrant Catholics.
EVANGELIZATION

Welcome the lost and drifting.
Proclaim the sacraments.
CHARITY

Care for people in need.
Advocate for and with
the voiceless.
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YOUR STORY
MARRIAGE

My wife and I are good
friends with the couple. The text
from my friend came as good
news to me, a relief for me, as it
meant that there was hope for
me in my marriage.
Here’s what I mean by that:
marriage is work. Relationships
are work. That is just a reality.
And it is better to accept that
reality than to cowardly walk
away from it in defeat.
People fall in love, get
married, and many times, fall
right out of love. By now, if
you have had the opportunity
to hear any pastor, priest or
marriage counselor, the key
point in a marriage is not
the falling in and out of love
as if love was some sort of
hammock that one can easily
tip out of, and it is hard to get
back up when it is all tangled –
although that is how it feels a
lot of the times.
But these expert advisors of
love will claim that love is an
“action.” Love is a verb. One is
not to fall out of it or in it, but
one is to walk into it, jump right
in, and make it happen!

Acts of love are what
ignites the love feeling.

Acts of kindness to your
wife are the gas to the
romance engine.

About three years ago, my wife and I just
found out in text that a friend of mine
and his wife were talking about getting
divorced. In fact, it was my friend who
dropped the D-bomb first.
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Extending your arms
to help, to hold, to hug
are the signs she needs
to know she is safe and
protected.

That kind of action cooks up
what love really is: a stew of
action verbs. Through thick and
thin, in sickness and in health,
the action of love can turn the
bad into good, or at least better.
And when the actions, the acts,
the moving, the extending, the
reaching, the hugging fade,
so do the feeling, leaving you
feeling like you are falling.
I once fell out of love as well,
but this fall was away from the
Catholic Church. I had fallen out
of love for Jesus and the Holy
Spirit. I had a typical Catholic
upbringing, K-12 in Catholic
schools, and that was my whole
involvement with the faith. Then
I fell in love with the Lord, almost
as if it was for the first time.
The great churches known as
Yellow Box and Calvary Baptist
provided me with the sort of a
speed dating process to re-kindle
my relationship with my God and
with Jesus as my Savior.
But something was requiring
me to take a specific act of love,
which I was not ready to commit
to. I was not ready to accept
communion host, the Eucharist,
as the true presence of Jesus.
Moving in this direction
would mean that I would have
to accept the entirety of the
Catholic Faith, and having to
set aside my pride. My pride
that came as a result of me
being so sure that the Catholic
Church was not the true Church
established by Jesus through
Peter. This was one of my
statements: “Why do we have to
have this bread and wine when
we can have Jesus present every
minute via prayer, meditation,
helping the needy, reading the
Bible, etc. And look at all of the
people at these pews waiting to
receive ‘Jesus’ when they don’t

even have a deep and intimate
relationship with him.”
This is how I thought at
the time: With Jesus, one has
enough, and there is no need for
substitutions. This substitution
(the Eucharist) is taking away
from the essence of Jesus.
That sounds an awful lot like
the apostles challenging Jesus
– in person! Who were they to
challenge Him? Who am I?
Well, this is what I have
learned the hard way: God has
no limitations. Why do I, Angel
Rios, think that I can limit God to
this dichotomy? God blessings
and gifts are never ending.
What if God can give us
salvation and forgiveness of sin
forever, via the death of His Son
and give us Mother Mary, and
all the saints, and the rosary,
and the hymns, and the stained
glasses, and the tall cathedrals,
and the pews, and the priests,
and the deacons, and the
sacraments. And to top all of this
off – Himself! Every day of the
week, in the Eucharist.
His body, His blood, right then
and there. Why not? And how
dare I tell Him that He can’t give
us all that and limit myself to just
my rules and theories? When
my daughter received her Holy
Communion, I was glad Jesus
was willing to give Himself to her.
Coincidentally, I went to
my friend’s daughter’s First
Communion several years ago.
She is the daughter of the man
who sent me the text saying he
was going to divorce his wife.
That couple is still together. It
has taken acts of love to rectify
the hardships of their marriage.
Hope was always there and is
still there.
We men ought to always
remember to say to our wives

“Hey, I made a commitment, a
covenant with you the day of our
wedding. And that day was not
just a day to make everything
final with no other act of love
necessary to make love work. I
will act on it. I will take action
and choose to love you, I will
choose to ‘do love.’ ”
In other words, use action verbs
to act on making love a reality.
Marriage is work. Work is an
action. Love is action. Acts of
love are the ones that make love
happen. When one of the two
individuals in the relationship is
down, the other one gets up and
helps. When one is in need of a
tender touch, the other does it
out of love, acts on it, even when
the person is not feeling like it.
When you act on it, then the
love feeling comes to life.
In contrast, God says to us
every day during daily Mass, or
every Sunday: “Hey, I made a
covenant with you when I gave
my Son to you on the cross, and
that day was not just a day that
made everything final with no
other act of love necessary to
make this ‘thing’ between you
and me work. Our relationship
is work. Work is an action. Love
is an action. Acts of love are the
ones that make love happen.
When you come to Mass, you are
taking the action of working on
‘this.’ When you are in need of a
tender touch, I am there at the
altar for you. All you have to do
is come up to the altar, and we
can be as close as anyone can
get in the bread and in the wine.
Right through your body! You
act on it, I act on it. I am always
there. No dichotomies. You have
the whole of me. So even when
you don’t feel like it, act on it.
Then the love feeling comes to
life, between you and me.”

STORY BY
ANGEL RIOS,

a parishioner
at Our Lady of
Mercy in Aurora
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YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

D. JEAN ORTEGA-PIRON
APPOINTED TO THE
NATIONAL REVIEW
BOARD
Archbishop Joseph
Kurtz, president of the
United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops,
(USCCB), has appointed
D. Jean Ortega-Piron, a
parishioner at St. Joseph
Parish in Addison, to a
four-year term on the
National Review Board that
advises on child and youth
protection. She is one of
several lay people to be
named new members of
the board, whose purpose
is to collaborate with the
USCCB in preventing the
sexual abuse of minors
in the United States by
persons in the service of
the Church.
“I prayed to the Lord
and asked if it was in
His will to use my life’s
career experiences with
child welfare to serve the
Church in some way,” she
said. “I was greatly blessed
by the appointment. The
Lord answered my prayer.”
Ortega-Piron, an
attorney, retired from the
Illinois Department of
Children of Family Services
in 2013 and continues to
serve as a consultant on
child welfare services.
During her tenure with that
state agency, among other
positions, she served as
its acting director and the
statewide legal guardian
for all the children in foster
care in Illinois. She also has
worked in the Office of
Special Counsel for Child
Welfare Services for the
governor of Illinois.
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Pope Francis waves during a
special audience with members
of the “Children’s Train” at the
Vatican in May.

The ‘Pope Franciscus’
white rose

POPE WATCH
WHAT POPE
FRANCIS HAS
BEEN SAYING
AND DOING
RECENTLY

In a world in which it
is so normal to experience
a throwaway culture ...
You are the little heroes
of life.”
– Pope Francis to an audience of sick
children and their parents in May.

DID YOU
KNOW?
Pope Francis has not watched
television since 1990.
Pope Francis @Pontifex
(May 16, 2015)
“It is better to have a
Church that is wounded
but out in the streets than a
Church that is sick because it
is closed in on itself.”

Two French horticulturists,
Croix Dominique and Jacques
Ranchon, recently named a
new breed of white rose “Pope
Franciscus” after the pontiff.
Pope Francis has a devotion to
the Little Flower, St. Thérèse
of Lisieux, and receives white
roses from her intercession:
“Whenever I have a problem, I
ask the saint not to solve it, but
to take it into her hands and to
help me accept it and I almost
always receive a white rose as
a sign.” Fifty rose bushes are
planted in the Vatican Gardens
and at Castel Gandolfo.

The protection and
promotion of life
In his address to the Science
and Life Association in June,
Pope Francis said that a
civilization that fails to protect life
does not fulfill its responsibilities.
He said that abortion, euthanasia,
malnutrition, and abandonment
of immigrants are attacks
against human life. “I invite you
to highly maintain your gaze on
the sacredness of every human
person, so that science may truly
be at the service of man, and not
man at the service of science,”
he said.

THINGS
TO DO

St. John’s “Run for Life” 		
to be Held on July 25
A “run for life” 5K run/walk will be
held on July 25 at St. John the Baptist
Parish in Winfield. Registration starts
at 6:30 a.m., with the time of the race
to begin at 8 a.m. Fees are $20 by
July 20 and $25 after July 20. Children
can pay $5 for a dash and families (up
to four members) can participate for
$60 for the 5K. Proceeds will benefit
Waterleaf, a crisis pregnancy center in
Aurora. Following the race, the Knights
of Columbus will be serving pancakes.

SHARE
YOUR NEWS
SEND YOUR
LOCAL NEWS STORIES
AND PARISH EVENTS
TO MAGAZINE@
DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
AND TO REGISTER
ONLINE, GO TO
WWW.RACETIME.INFO.

Community Night for Poverty Awareness
on July 29 at Blanchette Catholic Center
Meet the organizations supported by the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development that are
making strides to eliminate poverty and change
the face of communities throughout the diocese.
On July 29, the Justice and Peace Ministry for
the diocese is sponsoring a night of engagement
relating to Catholic Social Teaching -- with the
focus being on the realities of poverty in local
neighborhoods. The event will occur at the
Blanchette Catholic Center, Crest Hill, from 5-9
p.m., with blocks of breakout sessions to occur
throughout the evening for youths and adults.
Light refreshments will be served, along with
a special performance by the Youth Mariachi
Band: Mariachi Matters of the Southwest
Suburban Immigrant Project. Email peaceintern@
dioceseofjoliet.org for more information. Please
RSVP, if possible.

Seminarian Sendoff to be Celebrated on Aug. 2
The 41st annual Seminarian Sendoff, sponsored
by the Serra Club of DuPage County, will occur on
Aug. 2, from 1:30-4:30 p.m., at the Krasa Center,
Benedictine University, Lisle. Parents, priests,
bishops and other members of the diocese will
be recognizing the 40 diocesan seminarians
as they are “sent off” to begin another year of
discernment and formation that may lead to their
ordination. After dinner, Father Burke Masters,
diocesan director of vocations, will present the
status of vocations to the priesthood and each
seminarian will speak briefly. All are invited.
For reservations, call or email John Matyasik at
630.947.5672 or JMATYASIK@serradupage.com.
The cost is $25 for adults, while children from the
ages of 5 to 11 are $15. Children under the age of
5 are free.

Christian Brothers Vocation Director 		
to Speak at Serra Club Event in July
The Serra Club of DuPage, an organization
supporting vocations to the priesthood and
religious life, is sponsoring an event on July 20
at St. Petronille Parish, Glen Ellyn. The evening
will begin at 6 p.m. with rosary and a Mass in the
church. Dinner will follow in the parish center.
The guest speaker will be Brother Alan Parham,
FSC, the vocation directors for Christian Brothers,
who will share his vocation story. To find out
more, or to make a reservation for the dinner,
contact Joann Carr at carrgeojo@gmail.com or
at 630.665.0994.
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