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FROM THE
BISHOP

EXERCISING OUR

RESPONSIBILITY

ONLY FOUR MONTHS REMAIN until the general election. It’s hard for me to believe
that I cast my first ballot almost fifty years ago — in 1968. What an election year
that was, with the Vietnam War in full swing, the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the withdrawal from the presidential
campaign by a sitting president (Lyndon Johnson), the chaotic Democratic
convention in Chicago, and a strong third-party candidate (George Wallace).
That experience helps to put this year in
perspective. I hear a lot of dismay expressed by
people about the presidential choices we have. A
sense of history helps, but so does the realization
that democracy does not rely fundamentally on
BY BISHOP R.
elected officials. Our elected officials are surely
DANIEL CONLON
important, and we are grateful for their service.
It is the conviction of citizens and their engagement in public life
that ensures the well-being of our country. Christians, in particular,
are called upon to participate in public life, not just for its own sake,
but as part of their vocation to bring about God’s Kingdom on
earth. We are not just trying to make a better world. We are striving
to shape the world according to God’s intentions for His human
children and the natural environment in which they live.
That’s the basic concept. The concrete application is not so simple.
For example, neither major party’s platform conforms entirely to
Catholic moral teaching. It is rare to find an individual candidate
whose positions do. Thus, the conscientious Catholic needs to put
God’s truth — and the welfare of his children — above party loyalty. Of
2

Christ is our Hope | JULY 2016 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

course, that will usually mean making the “better”
choice, not the ideal one. Sometimes no choice may
be morally sound, but choosing not to vote needs
to be weighed against the effects of defaulting.
Choosing candidates and deciding on ballot
issues requires that the voter understands the
issues and is able to evaluate them. There needs
to be some “yardstick.” It could be simply one’s
personal view, or it could be the political party’s
position or that of some other organization.
“Voter guides” are plentiful at election time.
We, in the Church, like to speak about conscience.
This is what Gaudium et spes, the Second Vatican
Council’s “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in
the Modern World,” has to say about conscience:
Deep within his conscience, man discovers a
law which he has not laid upon himself but
which he must obey. Its voice ever calling him to
love and to do what is good and to avoid evil,
sounds in his heart at the right moment: do this,
shun that. For man has in his heart a law inscribed
by God. His dignity lies in observing this law, and by
it he will be judged ... Through loyalty to conscience,
Christians are joined to other men in the search for
truth and for the right solution to so many moral
problems which arise both in the life of individuals
and from social relationships."
How is this inner law “discovered?” Conscience
has to be formed over time. Parents, of course,
are very instrumental. So is the teaching tradition
of the Church, including the Scriptures. At the
end, a person will always have to form his or
her own conscience. Won’t a Catholic desire a
conscience that is in harmony with what Christ
taught, and what Christ’s Church, over so many
centuries, has come to understand? Conscience,
after all, has been “inscribed by God.”
This is not say that the Catholic Church has
developed a detailed political platform or that it
endorses candidates for office. The Church helps
people form their consciences. It doesn’t make up
their minds for them.
I invite you to dig deeper, to examine from our
Catholic perspective the issues that will arise in
this election. Take a look at “Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship” that we U.S. Catholic
bishops have published. You can find it online at
“USCCB/Forming Consciences.”
Yes, there will be a general election this year.
We will elect a president. Sometimes we say that
participating in the political process is our right.
It is. It is also our responsibility. So exercise your
right, and exercise your responsibility.

ESPAÑOL

S

ólo cuatro meses permanecen hasta las elecciones generales.
Es difícil creer que yo hice mi primer voto — en 1968, hace
casi cincuenta años. Qué año de elecciones era ese, con la
guerra de Vietnam en pleno marcha; el asesinato del Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. y el senador Robert Kennedy F.; el retiro de la
campaña presidencial de un Presidente en funciones (Lyndon
Johnson); la Convención Demócrata caótica en Chicago; y un fuerte
candidato a terceros (George Wallace).
Esa experiencia
ayuda a poner este
año en perspectiva.
ORAR!
Oigo mucha
PARA NUESTROS
FUNCIONARIOS
consternación
ELEGIDOS
expresada sobre
las personas que
tenemos como opciones en estas
elecciones presidenciales. La historia
ayuda en un sentido, pero también
la realización que la democracia
no se basa fundamentalmente en
funcionarios electos. Los funcionarios
electos son sin duda importantes, y
estamos agradecidos por su servicio.
Es la convicción de los ciudadanos
y su participación en la vida
pública que garantiza el bienestar
de nuestro país. Los cristianos,
en particular, están llamados a
participar en la vida pública, no sólo
por su propio bienestar, sino como
parte de su vocación para lograr el
Reino de Dios en la tierra. No sólo
intentamos hacer un mundo mejor.
Estamos tratando de dar forma al
mundo según las intenciones de
Dios para sus hijos humanos y el
entorno natural en que viven.
Es el concepto básico. La aplicación
concreta no es tan simple. Por
ejemplo, ninguna plataforma mayor se
ajusta completamente a la enseñanza
moral católica. Es raro encontrar
a un candidato individual que sus
posiciones lo hacen. Entonces, el
católico consiente necesita poner la
verdad de Dios — y el bienestar de
sus hijos — por encima de la lealtad
al partido político. Por supuesto, eso
significa generalmente que la opción
"mejor," no es necesariamente la
ideal. A veces ninguna opción puede

ser moralmente sana, pero elegir no
votar debe ser sopesado contra los
efectos del incumplimiento.
Elegir a candidatos y decidir sobre
cuestiones de votación requiere que
el votante entienda los problemas y
que sea capaz de evaluarlos. Tiene
que haber algún "criterio." Podría
ser simplemente el punto de vista
personal, o podría ser la posición
del partido político o alguna otra
organización. "Guías del votante"
abundan durante la época electoral.
En la iglesia, nos gusta hablar de la
conciencia. Esto es lo que Gaudium
et spes, del Concilio Vaticano II
"Constitución Pastoral sobre la Iglesia
en el Mundo Moderno," tiene que
decir sobre la conciencia:

En lo Profundo de su
conciencia, hombre
descubre una ley que él no ha
puesto a sí mismo pero la cual
debe obedecer. Su voz
llamándolo siempre a amar y a
hacer lo que es bueno y para
evitar el mal, suena en su
corazón en el momento preciso:
Haz esto, evita eso. Porque el
hombre tiene en su corazón una
ley inscrita por Dios. Su
dignidad radica en la
observación de esta ley y por él
serán juzgados ... por lealtad a
la conciencia, los cristianos se
unen a otros hombres en la
búsqueda de la verdad para la
solución a tantos problemas
morales que se presentan tanto
en la vida de los individuos y de
las relaciones sociales."

¿Cómo es esta ley interna
"descubierta?" Conciencia tiene
que ser formada con el tiempo.
Los padres, por supuesto, son muy
instrumentales. Así es la tradición
de la enseñanza de la iglesia,
incluyendo las escrituras. Al final,
una persona siempre tendrá que
formar su propia conciencia. ¿No
deseara el católico una conciencia
que está en armonía con lo que
Cristo enseñó y con lo que durante
los siglos la Iglesia de Cristo,
ha llegado a comprender? La
conciencia, después de todo, ha sido
"inscrita por Dios."
Esto no es decir que la iglesia
católica ha desarrollado una
plataforma política detallada o que
respalde a los candidatos. La iglesia
ayuda las personas a formar sus
conciencias. No decide por ellos.
Los invito a profundizar, analizar
desde nuestra perspectiva católica
las cuestiones que surgirán en
esta elección. Eche un vistazo a
"Formando la Conciencia para ser
Ciudadanos Fieles" que los obispos
católicos de Estados Unidos hemos
publicado. Lo puede encontrar
en la página de internet “USCCB/
Formando Conciencias.”
Sí, habrá una elección general
este año. Se elegirá un presidente.
A veces decimos que participando
en el proceso político es nuestro
derecho. Y lo es. También es
nuestra responsabilidad. Así que
ejerce sus derechos y ejerce su
responsabilidad.
OBISPO R. DANIEL CONLON
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YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL
NEWS

THEOLOGY ON TAP OFFERS FAITH-RELATED TALKS DURING JULY
This month, various speakers will
talk about faith-related topics at
venues throughout the Diocese of
Joliet during the annual Theology
on Tap summer series for Catholic
young adults from 18-to-39 years old.
Here is what is scheduled:
THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
The Pub @ Midtown
71 W. First St.
Manteno, IL 60950
Time: 7-9 p.m.
July 14: Landon DePasquale:
Theology of Brewing
July 21: Dr. Tim Weldon: Catholics
& Political Life: Responsibility for
the Common Good
July 28: Father Thomas Loya: 		
Icons & Catholic Imagery
MONDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
Knights of Columbus
25 N Cass Ave.
Westmont, IL 60559
Time: 7-9 p.m.
July 11: Julia Hogan: The Secret to
Staying Grounded in a Busy World
July 18: Melissa Novak: 5 Secrets to
Intimacy With Your (future) Spouse:
What is Natural Family Planning &
How Will it Improve Your Relationship
With Your Significant Other
July 25: Father John Lovitsch: The
Parousia
August 1: Sarah and Moises Barraza:
Peanut Butter and Jelly: The Spousal
Meaning of the Body

WEDNESDAYS OF THE MONTH

WEDNESDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
Another Round Bar and Grill
5141 Main St.
Downers Grove, IL
Time: 7-9 p.m.

Location:
Warren’s Ale House
51 Town Sq.
Wheaton, IL
Time: 7-9 p.m.

July 6: Father Michael Kearney:
Discipleship, being true followers of
Jesus
July 13: Nancy Kreuzer: Abortion:
The Story of One Woman's Journey
with God into Healing and Wholeness
July 20: Father John Lovitsch:
Spirituality, Keeping the Spirit Alive
in Our Hearts
July 27: Kevin O'Donnell:
Pope Francis and the Year of Mercy,
the Pope's impact on Christianity

July 6: Father Michael Pawlowicz:
Establishing Catholic Culture
July 13: Father Dan Hoehn: 		
How to have a Holy Marriage
July 20: Father Paul Solomon:
Reflections on Pope Francis
July 27: Father Josh Miller: Engaging
Culture Critically as a Catholic

FRIDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
820 Division St.
Lisle, IL 60532-2248
Time: 7-9 p.m.
July 8: Matt Mordini: The Theology
of Dance: What the Theology of the
Body Teaches Us About Catholic
Social Teaching
July 15: Father Thomas Loya:
The ‘why’ behind our being man
and woman and how to be that
for each other
July 22: Father Tom McCarthy:
Following Jesus: One size fits one.
What's your size?
July 29: Mr. and Mrs. Pete Colarelli:
Discernment of Marriage and
Catholic Family Life

GET CONNECTED
DIOCESE OF JOLIET
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@DioceseOfJoliet

SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church,
Parish Life Center
701 S. Eola Rd.
Aurora, IL 60504
Time: 6:30 p.m. (Dinner) 8:30 p.m.
This location is for couples (married,
engaged, or dating) — free child care
provided.
July 10: Nancy McKnight:
The Gift of Love: Being Thankful
for the Things in Life
July 17: Deacon Duane Wozek and
Kris Wozek: The Myths and Magic
of Life after Marriage
July 24: Deacon Bill Johnson:
Have Mercy on Me: Finding Happiness
through Prayer and Service
TUESDAYS OF THE MONTH

Location:
Gatto’s
1938 E Lincoln Hwy
New Lenox, IL 60451
Time: 7-9 p.m.
July 12: Matt Malicki: Your SOUL:
Living the Abundant Life of Christ
July 19: Matt Krumdrick: Your BODY:
Maintaining the Temple of the Holy
Spirit
July 26: Nicole Brochmann: Your
MIND: It Matters to God!
LOCAL NEWS CONTINUES ON PG. 22
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YOUR LIFE
CATHOLIC
LIFE

Prayerful acceptance

THE LIMITATIONS OF LIFE
theologian penned this wise and felicitous phrase: “… in this
life, all symphonies remain unfinished.” In other words, there is
an incompleteness in everything we do. It has to do with our
restless hearts. We were warned by St. Augustine, “Our hearts are
restless until they rest in Thee.” It is natural to be less than fully satisfied
with our lives. It is natural to be restless, to be ill-at-ease, to want
“more,” whatever that may be.

Story by
Father John
Welch, O.Carm.,
who is on
the Board of
Members at
Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.

6

The desires of the heart are so deep that only something
or someone equally profound can match them. These deep
desires keep us searching for the perfect outcome, the perfect
food for our hungers. And, yet, even if we have a situation
in life that would seem to be ideal, eventually the hunger,
the thirst, the desire surfaces and restlessness sets in. It is
necessarily so because the only food which will satisfy our
hunger, the only reality which will match the depth of our
longing, is God. We are finite beings with infinite desires.
Moving past our illusions, and accepting limitations in life, is
a necessary part of spiritual maturity. Accepting the limitations
of others allows for patient understanding and generous
forgiving. We can unfairly expect too much from spouses,
friends, and families. Pope Francis reminds us that “... no family
drops down from heaven fully formed” (The Joy of Love).
Perhaps our own limitations are harder to accept. We may
beat ourselves up when we come up against our limits, our
inability to bring about a perfect world. If we don’t come to
terms with the limitations of life, we may end up bitter and
angry. We may complain that life has been unfair; we never
were allowed to realize our dreams. A challenge in later years
is to learn to forgive life itself, and perhaps even God.
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In life we may be celebrated and
hailed at times; for sure, we will also
be battered and bruised. How to
judge our lives? We realize we do
not have the criteria for accurately
judging life. What we do know is we
have been offered an opportunity to
slowly surrender our lives in trust to
Holy Mystery. We need depth in life
and a center.
Prayer can keep us balanced
between unreal expectations of life
and unnecessary discouragement
over its limitations. Prayer helps us
realize we are immersed in mystery,
and that life cannot be judged by
wins and losses, or accomplishments
and failures. Prayer reveals another
measuring stick for assessing our
lives. We are asked to be faithful:
to prayer, to loved ones, to our
communities. We are called to be
repentant and grateful, generous
and gracious. We learn not to be
presumptuous about life, but to 		
live with reverence for everything
and everyone.
Rather than seeking an elusive
satisfaction in life, and perhaps
finding ourselves fragmented
and frustrated, we might ask who
or what our lives are serving.
Satisfaction can be a by-product of
a life centered in God and focused
outside itself.
We are excused from trying to
make sense of our complex lives.
The narrative of our lives can only
be told from outside that life. When
God pulls taut the thread of our
lives, then all the disparate elements
line up and are given intentionality.
Our confusing ego-drama finds its
place in the great theo-drama: God’s
telling of our story. And at the end of
our story, we hope to be mercifully
welcomed home, like the prodigal
child, and invited into the house of
God where can be heard “the sound
of music and dancing” (Luke 15:25).

Story and
Photo by
Maggie Snow

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

Family Advocacy at

Head Start
When Katie Adams started college, she was excited
about her volleyball scholarship but undecided about her
major. She began taking a variety of classes in hopes of
finding what interested her most. When Katie chose to
take a few psychology and social work classes, her future
became clear. “Social work is who I am as a person,” Katie
explained. “It’s my passion.”
After starting her career as a teacher in Catholic Charities’
Head Start Program, Katie transitioned into her current role
as a family advocate. Head Start promotes kindergarten
readiness for children coming from low-income families.
The program includes education, health, social and many
other services. Head Start, through the Expectant Mothers
program, begins working with parents even before their
children are born. Katie works at the Catholic Charites Good
Shepherd Head Start Center in Bolingbrook where the
students are 3-5 years-old. As a family advocate, she assists
families from the time they apply for
Head Start services until the young
ALL FIVE OF
student graduates into kindergarten.
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES’
Once a child starts attending Head
HEAD START
Start, the child’s parent/guardian is
CENTERS
assigned a family advocate. They
RECENTLY
begin working on a “family partnership
RECEIVED THE
agreement,” in which goals are set
GOVERNOR'S
AWARD OF
for the entire family. These goals may
EXCELLENCE
be related to housing, education,
FOR THE
employment, counseling, or any other
STATE OF
personal objectives chosen by the
ILLINOIS FOR
family. The family advocate meets
FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY
regularly with the parent/guardian to
ENGAGEMENT.
check in on the status of the goals and
to provide support along the way.
Katie loves that every day brings something new. Each
family has different challenges and goals, and she enjoys
helping connect them with Catholic Charities’ services
and other resources within the community. “We want each
family to leave Head Start in a better place than when they
started,” Katie said. She wants to ensure that her clients are
equipped with the tools in their community to find what
they need and be able to advocate for themselves beyond
the time their involvement with Head Start ends.
It’s clear that Katie is making a huge impact in the

lives of the Head Start
families that she works
with. She keeps the
following letter from
a client taped to the
wall of her office:
Dear Katie,
I can’t believe two
years has passed by
already. Marcus is now
heading into kindergarten.
I’m so anxious, but most of all
I’m excited for him.
I want to thank you for everything you
have done for Marcus and I. I’ve always
been so worried about whether I was
making the right choices for my son. I
found out I was pregnant with Marcus when
I was 17 years old. For such a long time I
felt like everyone looked at me as a mom
who had no clue what she was doing. I
blamed myself for his speech delay. I felt
guilty for so long because I knew he was
struggling to communicate. With your help,
I finally felt that comfort that Marcus will
get where he needs to be.
Before meeting you, I’d never felt like I
had someone to whom I could express my
concerns about my baby boy. Meeting you
has been such a blessing. I can’t thank you
enough for all that you’ve done.
I speak for both me and Marcus when I
say ... I’ll miss you next year!
Take care,
Sarah (Names of clients have been changed
to protect their privacy.)
Catholic Charities’ Head Start Program has five
locations in Will County (Joliet and Bolingbrook)
and includes Head Start, Early Head Start,
home-based, expectant mothers, and daycare
programs for children up to five years old and
their low-income families. Children participate in
developmentally and educationally appropriate
activities; receive medical and dental
care; have healthy meals and snacks;
TO LEARN MORE
and enjoy playing indoors and
Please visit
outdoors in a safe setting. Parental catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
relationships are nurtured.
or call 815.724.1148.
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YOUR FAITH

ASK THE PRIEST

CELEBRATING THE U.S. AS CHRISTIANS
THIS JULY 4TH, we celebrate 240 years of the “American
experiment.” Although it seems like old news, it is
worth remembering that the founders of the American
Republic were doing something totally new. The American
Revolution was not a mere dissolution of political ties
with the levers of British governance. The founders
moved the inhabitants of the colonies to form a new
identity, no longer organized by blood, cultural heritage,
or any of the typical characteristics of a nation-state.
Surely, these ties did exist and provided
the raw material for a national identity.
However, the organizational principle of
this new nation, the core of its political
identity, became the proposition that
man must govern himself – that he be
capable of flourishing in security and
happiness. At the center of the American
identity is an idea, an idea of what man
is and an idea of how he is to relate to
those around him.
Here is a question I have: What
happens to our American identity
when we no longer agree what man is?
What becomes of our identity when
we no longer agree on the rules that
govern our relations with one another?
In seminary, we spent much time on
these two questions, albeit in a different
context. The question — “What is man?”
— is the central focus of a field called
anthropology. Maintaining right relations
with one another is called morality and
politics, depending on whether or not
you are focusing on persons or groups.
In the early Republic, the dominant
anthropology was derived from the Bible.
Man is created in the image and likeness
of God. He is endowed with the capacity
to know the truth and to desire the good.
The words “all men are created equal”
are unintelligible apart the Bible. By
looking around, it would seem more apt
to say that men are not created equal.
Some are more intelligent than others.
Some are more loving than others. Some
are drunks. Some are murderers. Some
8

Story by Father
Michael Pawlowicz,
a parochial vicar at
St. Matthew Parish,
Glendale Heights

are fantastically talented at singing,
others at caring for the sick. If all men
are equal, then this equality cannot be
based on man himself, for it is very clear
that we are not equal. This equality has
to be based on the fact that we were all
created for the same thing: to be loved
by God and to love Him in return.
Likewise, the early Republic shared
a traditional morality, one preached
with rigor in the chapels of various
denominations. These rules for relating
with the people around you are summed
up in 10 short sentences. “I am the Lord,
your God.” “You shall not take the name
of the Lord, your God, in vain.” “Keep holy
the Sabbath.” “Honor your father and
mother.” “You shall not kill ...”
However, as we have become an
increasingly mixed society, we should
take care to notice how the founding
idea — the idea that forms our national
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identity — is affected by new
cultures, new ideologies and the
rise of new faiths (or anti-faiths).
It is increasingly difficult to
find an American consensus to
the questions: “What is man?”
and “how is he to relate to those
around him?” These questions
had long been taken for granted
because the American culture
was informed by practicing
Christians. The book of Genesis
and the Gospels taught us who
we are. The Ten Commandments
and the Beatitudes taught us
how to act. Because we know
who we are — creatures made
to emulate God and to love
Him — we can say that we are
equal. Because we know how we
must act — to love God above
all things and our neighbor as
ourselves — we can say that we
are free.
This month, consider
celebrating America as a
Christian, rather than celebrating
Christianity as an American.
Recognize that there is no
America without robust
Christianity. As Americans, we
are generally allergic to mixing
faith and politics. But the reality
is that our politics do not have
meaning without our faith.
Christianity is not dependent
on democracy, but democracy
cannot be sustained without
Christianity.

YOUR FAITH
EVANGELIZATION

New Program to Help Parishes See Through an

“EVANGELIZING LENS”
Close your eyes. Visualize a parish community where all of the sacraments
are celebrated joyfully. The environment is warm and welcoming to all
people. In your mind’s eye, you can see everyone — the pastor, the staff,
all parishioners — reaching out to serve those who are hurting, poor, or
marginalized. In this vision of the parish, people don’t just say “I go to
church.” They say, “I am the Church!”
On the other hand, studies show that only about
24 percent of Catholics participate actively in parish
life. Catholics who leave the faith or feel alienated
from the Church do so for a variety of reasons. At
a time when isolation, violence, and greed may
seem like the norm, parishes have a calling to invite
inactive Catholics and those with no affiliation to
experience the blessings of belonging to a caring
community of faith.
How can parishes achieve this vision? The
Diocese of Joliet will offer a new approach
entitled “Be My Witness: Formation for the New
Evangelization” from RENEW International.
The program’s features have been specifically
designed to help parish leaders look at all parish
activities through the “lens of evangelization.”
“Be My Witness” was inspired by Pope Francis
and his writings in The Joy of the Gospel. The
pope calls these types of vibrant parishes
“centers of constant missionary outreach” that
are filled with missionary disciples.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, speaking on this new
initiative in the diocese, remarked, “I am pleased
that our diocese will offer parishes a new and
concrete process that dovetails especially well
with our vision and offers an integrated pastoral
approach for achieving our Framework for
Pastoral Action’s goals.”
Several of the pillars of the framework include
cultivating lay discipleship, welcoming the lost and
drifting and proclaiming the sacraments.
Bishop Conlon and his staff reached out to
RENEW International, the Catholic ministry
organization known nationally for parish renewal
and evangelization initiatives since 1978. Members
of RENEW’s pastoral staff recently traveled from
their Plainfield, NJ, office to introduce Joliet’s
parish leaders to “Be My Witness,” a process
which has two phases.
PHASE 1 gathers the priests, parish staff, and

next phase gathers adults of all
ages and walks of life into small
groups to explore their call as
Catholics to reach out to others
in their daily life. RENEW helps
establish parish small groups,
a proven method of fostering
lay leaders to discuss and
discipleship, and provides
address five key areas of
participants with powerful
parish life: enhancing Sunday
video resources and printed
worship, creating a welcoming
materials to discuss together.
environment, fostering a sense of
The witness videos are
belonging, witnessing to faith in
especially relevant to
word and deed, and reaching out
evangelization because they
in a spirit of mission.
feature everyday Catholics
In this first phase, parish leaders
who had turning points in
will ask members of the parish
their faith life that led them to
community, from
deeper relationships
the more actively
with Jesus Christ.
committed to
As participants
those less involved,
progress through
to evaluate each
RENEW’s video
LEARN MORE
of the five areas
and print resources,
Visit bemywitness.org
using the RENEW
they receive strong
Parish Assessment tool. The
encouragement to evangelize
results will help the team see
in their daily lives and lend
the parish through the variety of
their energy to parish outreach.
perspectives.
Program elements are also
Next, the team will meet to view
available in Spanish as “Sean Mis
and discuss a series of learning
Testigos.”
videos with meeting guides, so
Parishes in the Diocese of
that they can develop a plan for
Joliet can learn more about
the parish to address any needs
“Be My Witness” by contacting
that emerge from the assessment.
David Spesia, the diocesan
RENEW International pastoral
director of Lay Formation, at
representatives will train and
dspesia@dioceseofjoliet.org to
coach the parishes throughout
attend upcoming informational
the process as they develop their
webinars. Workshops will be held
pastoral plans.
at the Cathedral of St. Raymond
PHASE 2 of “Be My Witness”
in Joliet on Aug. 16 from 1:30-3
encourages parishioners to
p.m. and 7-8 p.m. and also at
become more deeply involved
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in
in the parish by becoming what
Naperville on Aug. 17 from
the pope calls “missionary
1:30-3 p.m. and 7-8 p.m.
disciples” — those willing to
Story by Deirdre Trabert Malacrea,
speak about faith and reach
the director of communications and
out to others. This important
marketing for RENEW International
9
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COVER STORY

A PHOTO
ESSAY
God’s AV
Department
Story and photography
by Toni Nessi

I RECEIVED MY FIRST CAMERA
at age 12 — little Instamatic. Over the past 50
years, I have taken thousands of photos. But
I only began to see the beauty in our Church
about seven years ago. One day, I was sitting
in the pew at Mass and noticed that the sun
was shining through the stained glass onto
the altar. The multi-colored reflection moved
slowly moved across the floor as the sun rose.
By the time the Mass ended, it was directly
on the wood sculpture of the Blessed Mother.
It was stunning and I took this picture.

From then on, it was like I
was seeing with new eyes.
I began noticing things
that I had previously
taken for granted. I saw
beauty in so many places:
during church events, in
people and even when
the church was nearly
empty and so peaceful.
Sometimes, I was just
lucky to be in the right
place, such as when this
little boy decided to
lead the Palm Sunday
procession!

10

Christ is our Hope | JULY 2016 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

My new "sight" didn't
happen all at once. After
five years of videotaping
homilies every Sunday, I
began to notice the altar
servers. So I went back
to all the events I had
filmed, and it was like I
was seeing them for the
first time. I made a video
of the Mary Queen of
Heaven altar servers over
these years. For many,
you could see them grow
from a new 10-year-old
server to the experienced
15-year-old — who got
about 8 inches taller!
11
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PHOTO ESSAY

When people asked
me why I was taking
pictures, I would
jokingly say, "I'm God's
AV Department." I
was grateful to have
the chance to use the
skills He gave me so
many years ago for His
glory. I also joked that
He made me "practice"
for about 40 years
before He thought
I was ready for His
Church!

Giving away the photos and videos also gives me a lot of joy. I think it
builds a sense of community, and people are very appreciative. I also
hope others become more aware of the beauty around them at church
and during the Mass. I thank God for the great gifts He has given me, the
awakening to His presence, and I can only hope He smiles at the results.
12
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Toni Nessi attends
Masses at several
parishes, including
St. Irene, Warrenville;
St. Michael's,
Wheaton; Corpus
Christi, Carol Stream;
and Mary Queen of
Heaven, Elmhurst

13
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ORDINATION
Five men were
ordained as priests
during a Mass at
the Cathedral of St.
Raymond in Joliet on
May 21. Priests posing
for a photo after the
Mass include (from
left to right): Father
Brad Baker; newly
ordained Father Chris
Lankford; Father
Burke Masters; newly
ordained Father Juan
Jose Hernandez Salas;
Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph Siegel; Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon;
Abbot Gregory Polan,
OSB; newly ordained
Father Shaun Cieslik;
Father Bill Dewan;
newly ordained Father
Michael Kearney; and
newly ordained Father
Keith Wolfe.

14
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YOUR STORIES
CATHOLIC WRITER

Metamorphosis
How a Math Teacher Ended Up
Writing a Catholic Novel

hen I matriculated at the University of Illinois in the fall
of 1991, I didn’t believe in God. I started as a premedicine bioengineering major and had a scientific
mindset in which I could not believe in something I
could not see or test. Catholic students at the Newman Center,
recently ranked number one in the country, began to change my
world view. Their joy and selflessness intrigued me at a time when
my life’s purpose remained as unclear as my future. Cajoled by my
girlfriend at the time, I submitted to attending a weekend retreat
away from the distraction of campus life.
Very early at the retreat I asked Father Britto
Berchmans, now of St. Paul of the Cross in Park
Ridge, how I could pray if I didn’t believe in God. He
told me to ask for a sign. I would know if I got one
and then I could confidently ask the Lord to grant
me the gift of faith, something that I would never
arrive at through reason. That Friday night, Nov. 8, 1991, the northern
sky filled with the Aurora Borealis. I knew scientifically that having
the opportunity to see the northern lights as far south as central
Illinois was a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence. Had the God of eternity
immediately answered my prayer? Confidently, I prayed for the gift
of faith in Jesus Christ. I only had to wait two days for the Lord to
reveal what He suffered and how much He loved me despite my
human failings. I was reborn and life would never be the same.
Over the next six years, I joined the church, sang in choirs, studied
the Bible, served with the Knights of Columbus, and met my future
wife, Angie. The most amazing part of my college years was the
wonderful community of faith at the Newman Center. We felt
nourished and strengthened in our faith. Ultimately, I changed my
major to education and left school with a desire to teach math and
continue living out the call to spread the love of God.
Soon after leaving college, my wife and I found ourselves in what I call
the Catholic Cocoon. This is the safe place people instinctively insulate
themselves in to survive the difficult realities of life, such as dealing with
infants, work, and family obligations. We faithfully continued to attend
Mass and follow Church teachings, but we didn’t feel like we fit in our
local parish as young people with two young children.
As our babies reached school age, my wife braved Mass parenting
alone to allow me the flexibility to serve as a lector at Mass
every few months. Eventually, when my daughter entered
second grade, the director of religious education made a
request for catechists to fill the position of my daughter’s
class. I felt called to make sure my daughter would get a good
preparation for First Reconciliation and First Communion, so I
volunteered. It wasn’t more than a few months into the school
year that my co-teacher and I encountered a challenge.
The curriculum failed to capture the children’s
imaginations. We virtually tortured our charges through

Story by
Amar Patel,
a parishioner at
Christ the King
in Lombard,
whose pen name
is Mark Andrews

several lessons filled with vocabulary and theology
that seemed inaccessible to them. These same
children would come alive over secular heroes like
Harry Potter and Percy Jackson. I prayed before
the Blessed Sacrament, “Lord, why can’t our
children understand that the story of Jesus is so
much more captivating than Harry Potter?”
Now, I didn’t hear an audible voice, but in my heart
I heard the Lord answer, “You will tell that story!” The
Holy Spirit filled my mind with the inspiration for a
four-novel series that would parallel the Mysteries of
the Holy Rosary and the life of a young girl. I can’t
really describe the experience in words. My response
was, “Why me? I am a math teacher. Can’t you find
a writer or English teacher for this job?” The answer
was clear: “No, it needs to be you.”
Over the next several months, I started writing.
Every time I felt stuck, the Lord would give me
insight in a new storyline or plot filler. When I
would get wrapped in my own life or professional
duties, the Lord would call me back to task.
I couldn’t escape it. A series of events led to
me taking part-time teaching duties to complete
and edit the first novel, The Joy of the Lord. The
heroine, Regina Marie Andrews, is taken back
in time by the archangel Gabriel to witness the
Joyful Mysteries as they happen. The Lord returns
her to our time to share the story of Jesus. The
biggest theme is that the eternal truth of the
Gospel relates to all of our lives.
I thought when I completed this novel my task
would be complete. I mean, I knew the other novels
would still need to be written but that the Lord
would be satisfied. Little did I know that this was
only the tip of the iceberg. The same month that
novel was published, I found out that a friend of
mine from college was near death with cancer.
Unfortunately, he passed within weeks, but at his
wake the Lord taught me another lesson. I ran into
dozens of old friends from my church community
from the Newman Center. In honor of our fallen
friend, we sang the hymns we loved. It was as if 20
years had never passed. The Lord told me in that
moment it was time to get the gang back together.
Several of us began the process of asking others to
come out of their cocoons. I know I haven’t
fully left my place of safety, but I know the
Lord wants me to continue to emerge, and
in doing so, show others the way.
Saint John Paul the Great called us to
a New Evangelization. I went through his
episcopate not understanding what that
meant. The last few years have only begun
to open my eyes. As he told us, “Be not
afraid.” Join me on this great adventure.

Purchase the book at:
http://amzn.to/265mKQd
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A Perfect Penance
I was raised a Catholic,

and I attended Mass every Sunday with my
parents as a child. It was the one constant in my life for the better
part of 20 years. When I moved several states away from my family
after college, my life went in the direction most do — job, marriage,
starting a family. And then, unfortunately, my life went in the way
some do — divorce.

STORY BY
JENNIFER
WOOD, A
PARISHIONER
AT ST. MARY
IMMACULATE
PARISH IN
PLAINFIELD
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I was a 30-something,
separated, single mom during
my dissolution, with a husband
away in rehab, and three babies,
ages three and under. One had
just been diagnosed with autism,
and the other two would soon
follow in the same diagnosis. A
reconciliation with my husband
never materialized, and most
days, I was just hanging on by
my fingernails, with my babies
hanging on to me.
With no job of my own that
could sustain us, no money
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saved for this rainy day, and no
family in town to hold me up
and help me raise my specialneeds children who, I was told,
might never even talk, I felt
scared and sad most of the time.
My mother had raised me to rely
on Mary for intercession in times
of trouble, and so I spoke to the
Blessed Mother almost daily,
asking for the strength to just
make it through the day.
Considering that I had two
toddlers and a newborn when
my story as a single mother

began, getting to Mass was
a struggle, to say the least.
But I still tried because I had
no other place to call home.
Unfortunately, my efforts were
not well received by the other
members of my parish, who
responded to the cries of my
children with dirty looks, and
who seemed put-out when I was
not able to corral two toddlers
while holding an infant at the
same time. I felt unwelcome and
unsupported and eventually
just stopped going to Mass
altogether.
In the third year of my neverending divorce, I found it very
hard to get out of bed every
day, knowing that there would
be no moment of peace for me
between the nearly 20 therapies
a week that my children required,
as all three of my sons had now
been diagnosed with autism
and were found to be in need of
special services. I was exhausted,
but felt compelled to go “home”
again during Lent, so I scheduled
a face-to-face reconciliation with

my parish priest.
I cried; the priest listened,
and then he led me back in the
most unremarkable way: “You’re
exhausted. For your penance
say one ‘Our Father,’ one ‘Hail
Mary,’ and go to bed by 11 p.m.
every night.”
And that was it. One simple,
practical directive showed me
that someone cared about me
and about my boys, and wanted
our days to be better: I could
pray, and should pray, but I also
needed to take care of myself
so that I could take care of my
children. And that my faith would
help me tackle the bigger issues
in my life and the challenges I
would face in the years to come,
but that first I just needed to get
some sleep. Finally.
Being well rested made it
easier for me to get out of bed
every day and do my job as a
single mother of three sons with
special needs. But it was still
hard to for us to go to Mass,
and we still felt unwelcome,
because we still couldn’t follow
the rules associated with
practicing our faith: be quiet,
sit still, pay attention. So years
passed, and we did not go to
church as a family.
That priest would eventually
help me through my annulment,
which was a very lengthy
process, and my boys and I
would move on. In what can
only be described as Divine
Intervention, God sent us a
wonderful man and his wonderful
family and a wonderful place to
call home. Finally.
My new husband was a
practicing Catholic. He sang in
the choir, and his children were
involved in religious education.
When we met, he asked me
to go to Mass with him where
he lived, and it was like finding
a whole new faith. St. Mary
Immaculate Parish, in Plainfield,
was bright and welcoming,

with such a large and diverse
population that I knew my boys
and I could fit in without being
stared at and glared at. But
religious education? Despite
their baptism as Catholics,
enrolling them in classes to
really raise them as Catholics
was never a reality for us.
They could barely speak. They
struggled to go to school every
day. So, more school, even
Sunday school, never seemed
like an option for us.
I made the inquiry anyway,
and not only did my new parish
welcome my sons into their
religious education program,
but it also offered me the
chance to teach the class. My
sons were accepted, and I
was asked to contribute in a
meaningful way and put my
faith into practice. For two
years, I directed their studies
and openly wept when my sons
made their First Communion,
which was not a moment I ever
thought I would see.
But I was happy for a much
bigger reason. Not only did my
sons accomplish something
that had exceeded their
achievements thus far, but
they had also accomplished
something that other kids their
age had accomplished; they
were the same. For all of their
differences, they had found an
equalizer within their faith. Now,
we can go to Mass together,
and they can be included. They
can walk up to receive the Holy
Eucharist just like everybody
else can. They can believe just
like everybody else can. For
once, they can fit in. Finally.
St. Mary Immaculate Parish
knows us and loves us and
supports us. We are included
and embraced and never judged.
Our community is committed to
welcoming all parishioners, of all
ages, abilities, and backgrounds.
It never made sense to me

that Church was not welcoming.
I have always thought, “Well, if
there is one place in the whole
world where my kids and I can
go to feel loved and accepted
and supported, shouldn’t it be
Church?”
Isn’t that our calling? To love
one another? To be more like
Christ? If people are feeling sad
and confused and alone, aren’t
Christians supposed to help?
Isn’t our faith about finding ways
for the faithful to practice it?
So God bless the parishes who
welcome those who overcome
the odds just to make it to Mass
on Sunday. And God bless the
parishes who accept all who
want to be faithful, even when
rules — such as be quiet, sit
still, and pay attention — are
not within their skill sets. And
God bless the parishes who
are finding creative solutions
developed out of love and
understanding when they
recognize that sometimes
our abilities fall short of what
tradition expects. And God bless
those who do not judge, but
who offer to help instead. And
God bless the priests who call
us home in a moment of simple
understanding.
My God loves me. My God
loves my children. My God loves
us all.

they were
the same. For
all of their
differences,
they had found
an equalizer
within their
faith. Now, we
can go to Mass
together, and
they can be
included.

Jennifer is also an attorney focusing on family law
and school law matters involving children with special
needs. For more information, or to contact Jennifer,
visit www.woodfamilylaw.com
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Survey Reveals
Faith Practices
of

Millennial
Catholics

Encounter. Engage. Empower. Those words kept
reverberating in Sheila Stevenson’s mind regarding
millennial Catholics after she read a recent report
detailing the results of “Catholics Checking In," a

Story by
Carlos
Briceño

Overview:

Here is an overview regarding millennials, as
summarized by Bryan Froehle, a professor
at St. Thomas University in Florida, who is an expert in
data mining relating to Church issues and who sifted
through the data and compiled an executive summary:

brief online survey that was conducted for several
weeks in April.
The survey, conducted at the request of Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon, asked people throughout the diocese
some general questions about “where they are”
as Catholics. The goal envisioned by the diocesan
Discipleship and Evangelization Advisory Committee,
which prepared the survey, was to gather feedback
to help the diocese and parishes better connect with
and serve people.
Stevenson, the diocesan director of the Office of
Young Adult and Youth Ministry, was particularly
interested in the first phase of results of the survey
because they addressed the age demographic she
works with: millennials, which refers to those from
the ages of 15 to 35. The total number of people
who responded to the survey, conducted on Survey
Monkey from April 6-April 25, was 2,550, with 291
of them being classified as millennials. The second
phase of the report, which includes the older
demographics of Catholics in the diocese, will be
released later in the summer.
18
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Those Catholic millennials who are more engaged
with the faith have lower proportions of women
and Hispanics. But they are better educated than
the general Catholic population.
The language and symbols used to connect with
engaged Catholic millennials work well to connect
with them but not with other millennials, who are
not as engaged with the faith.
Appeals to Eucharistic Adoration, confession, and
dignity of life issues deeply attract the most involved.
Catholic millennials who are not as involved are more
likely to be attracted to messages of serving the poor
and vulnerable, understanding God’s call in their lives,
prayer and spirituality, and Pope Francis.
Highly engaged millennial Catholics are very
interested in evangelizing, though they will need 		
to learn to speak multiple Catholic “languages.”
Catholic millennials who are newly engaged with the
faith will not necessarily become carbon copies of
those Catholic millennials who are currently engaged
in the faith.

YOUR STORY
SURVEY

“When millennial Catholics do not hear or see
themselves in programs and plans church leaders
undertake to reach them, it does not mean that
millennials reject their identity as Catholics,”
the executive summary states. “They like being
Catholic. However, the language and symbols
that attract the most engaged and most Massattending Catholic millennials today are not salient
for the majority of millennials. These millennials
are very open to asking what God wants of them:
they want to explore vocational and formational
questions. They find themselves attracted to
spirituality and prayer, and to serving others. They
wish they would find a strong sense of community
and welcoming in their parishes, though typically
they do not. Millennials intersect at a common
point around the value of prayer and spirituality,
serving the poor, and passing on the faith.”
Stevenson was pleased that “young adults
are eager to share their faith,” she said. “This is
exciting to me; we need to act on this.”
And the way to do that is to encounter, engage,
and empower, she said.
“In the document, ‘Sons and Daughters of
the Light,’ the U.S. Bishops remind us that it
is imperative to bring young adults into an
encounter with Jesus and connect them with the
Church, the mission of the Church and with their
peers,” Stevenson said. “This data confirms that
many young people of our diocese are seeking
encounters with Jesus but in different ways, and
they also have missionary hearts. It is clear that we
must connect them to one another, helping them
to identify with their Church family and experience
all that the Church has to offer — spiritually,
sacramentally and socially — and prepare them to
call others into relationship with our Lord through
their witness.”
Stevenson added that the data showed
that the diocese and parishes need to provide
creative formation opportunities that promote
evangelization by millennials for millennials.
“For example,” she said, “one area of formation
for the core [those who are more connected to the
Church] could be focused on providing answers
to frequently asked questions about the faith.
Another could be how to accurately respond to
commonly held misconceptions of Catholicism.
We also need to impart strategies for engaging in
conversation that leads to discussion of the faith.”
By helping some of the more engaged
millennials with a deeper knowledge base and a
“gentle” form of apologetics on issues that are
often talked about, these Catholics might begin “to
seek opportunities to share the truths of the faith

dioceseofjoliet.org/yam
@DioceseOfJoliet

with their peers with renewed
confidence in their ability to
respond to questions,” she said.
The other group of millennials
referred to in the report,
those who are less connected
to the faith — referred to by
David Spesia, the diocesan
director of Lay Formation, as
“millennials on the move” — are
not going to Mass as much as
their more engaged millennial
counterparts, but they are very
interested in serving the poor,
he said, which is an encouraging
sign for the future.
Although the millennials
on the move are not entering
churches regularly, if at all,
Stevenson said they are setting a
“holy and inspiring” example by
their desire to serve the poor.
“We must go out and meet
them where they are,” she said.
Spesia refers to the millennial
generation as “where the future is.”
“George Bernanos once wrote
that ‘the Holy Spirit is always
young,’ ” Spesia said, “so the
Spirit is the one who is going to
bring about the new springtime
that Saint John Paul II was
talking about and the spirit-filled
evangelizers that Pope Francis
has been calling for. There is
great opportunity here.
“If we can all stay open to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit,"
Spesia added, "then we are going
to see millennials on the move
who end up as on fire as some of
the great saints in the Church."

As part of his strategy
to continue to get to know
the needs of the people in
the diocese, Bishop Conlon
wants to meet specifically
with millennials in August,
September, and October for
“listening” sessions.
“He wants to put faces on
some of this and hear where
people are,” Spesia said.
“What's going on in their lives?
What could the Church do
to reach out to them more
effectively and help connect
them to Christ?”
Meanwhile, Stevenson and
Spesia are in the planning
stages of figuring out how to
reach both the core group of
millennials — those who are
more engaged — and also the
millennials on the move.
“Offerings that attract
both groups in the areas of
spirituality, prayer and God’s
purpose for their lives can
provide points of contact on
common ground from which
we can build relationships and
form networks," Stevenson said.
“Some of these events may
need to be creatively marketed
and re-designed in order to
appeal to a wider audience."

 he offered the
S
following as examples:
 etreats, prayer gatherings,
R
vocation discernment.
 pportunities for serving
O
the poor together.

"Millennials using social media
to invite friends and co-workers
to events and to spontaneously
respond to needs in the
community and in the Church
will increase our reach," she
said. "Working side-by-side, in
accompaniment, we can spread
the Good News!"
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St. Dennis School Celebrates

135 YEARS OF MISSIONARY SERVICE
On a square block of land in the center of Lockport, a steeple stands
watch over a church and its school, buildings that are as much a part of
Lockport history as the nearby Illinois and Michigan Canal itself. In a
world where surviving 100 years is an achievement, St. Dennis Parish
in Lockport has surpassed that; 170 years ago, on the last Saturday of
May in 1836, Father Dennis Ryan began our church on land purchased
from a local farmer.
Thirty-five years later, on Aug.
18, 1881, Father James McGovern
saw the need for a parish school
and commissioned the Sisters of
Providence to start their first mission
school in Illinois. Within two weeks,
the sisters were here, and Sacred
Heart Academy opened its doors.
Father McGovern’s missionary heart
and vision for the future set the tone
for a hard-working and spirit-led
community that still thrives today.
Using the old church building for
classrooms, Sacred Heart Academy
served grades one through 12 and
began to prosper immediately.
Both boys and girls were educated
by the sisters. Many were trained
as educators and went out as
missionaries to teach in Will County.
Sometime around 1893, the academy
was transformed into a grammar
20

school (grades one through eight).
Known as Sacred Heart School until
the mid-1950s, the current St. Dennis
School building was built in the
early 1920s, thanks to the generous
support of the Fitzpatrick family.
This August, St. Dennis School
celebrates 135 years of providing
Catholic elementary education in the
Lockport area; we are the secondoldest surviving school in the Diocese
of Joliet.
In preparation for a year of
celebration, a group of current
parishioners who are alumni were
invited to share collective memories
of their beloved school. As the alumni
arrived and the stories unfolded, it
became evident how successful the
missions of Father McGovern and the
Sisters of Providence have been.
When asked specifically what the
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school’s greatest impact has been on
the community, Mary Therese Devine
(‘40) immediately responded, “Our
graduates. They have gone on to do
great things.” The impact is especially
evident within the Church, both
locally and globally, with multiple
students who were inspired to take
up vocations. Among the many are
two who remain residents with us:
Father Mark Fracaro (‘55) and Sister
Ellen Thomas (‘53), and they continue
to serve the St. Dennis community,
as well as keeping busy in multiple
capacities within the diocese. Father
Mark is passionate about carrying on
his ministry to the deaf, and Sister
Ellen has worked tirelessly throughout
her career, serving with Catholic
Charities to support senior citizens.
One of the countless blessings
of the St. Dennis community is the
generational loyalty that exists; it is
far stronger than the limestone of the
church building. There are students in
the school who are fifth-generation
students. Their grandparents are still
parishioners and active members
of the Lockport community. Mary
Therese Devine is one of many
alumni who still attend daily Mass;
her mother also graduated from St.

YOUR STORY
ANNIVERSARY

Story by Lisa Smith, the principal
of St. Dennis School in Lockport

Dennis (Sacred Heart). Our second
grade teacher, Susie (Petges) Cempel
(’77), has taught at St. Dennis for 31
years. Land for the original rectory
was purchased from her family’s farm
in 1846. Parishioner Tess Keegan (’43)
exclaimed to me after Mass recently,
with tremendous pride, “That’s my
school! That’s my kids’ school!”
The stories that flow from the
faith-filled alumni are numerous and
filled with an overwhelming affection
for the Sisters of Providence. In the
1940s, the pastor, Father Michael
Mugan, handed out every report card,
looked at each one, and made any
necessary comments to each student.
Older students were privileged
to go up into the clock tower and
wind the clock. Sister Ellen’s mother
started the Mothers’ Club, and helped
institute the first school uniforms in
1953. During World War II, dances
were held in the church hall for any
servicemen who were home. Tess
met her husband, Gene, at one of
these dances, and she still has fond
memories of those times. Tuition
was $2 a month, and families with
more than three children did not pay
anything. The Sisters of Providence
made an impression on their students
with their example of love and
service, which influenced countless

members of our community.
In order to succeed over the course
of 135 years, the school has had to
change with the times. The building
which stands today, at the corner
of 12th and Washington Streets, has
been expanded several times and has
received multiple renovations in order
to accommodate state- of-the-art
learning. Where original classrooms
were fitted with the technology of
chalkboards, current rooms now
host SMART Boards, iPads, laptops,
and personal computers as tools for
learning. In the 1930s, most students
walked home for lunch. For those
few who lived too far away to leave
for lunch, there was a small area at
the back of each classroom for them
to sit and eat. Today, students are
driven to school from about seven
neighboring towns. The Sisters of
Providence no longer teach at St.
Dennis, but they are dearly missed by
those who remember their passion
and compassion.
As I reflect on the impact the school
has had, I realize that the original spirit
of missionary service survives still, and
it may be the strength that binds all of
our generations. The founding pastor
of our church, Father Dennis Ryan,
an Irish immigrant who came with his
niece to Lockport from Boston on a

vacation to the “Wild West,” planted
the missionary seeds of our church. To
this day, our lay teachers continue to
provide a service of missionary work
to the families of St. Dennis School.
Our graduates have done great things,
in the world and in upholding this
community and giving it life.
To commemorate this milestone
year, St. Dennis School will host
a weekend of events designed to
connect alumni, parishioners, school
families, and the entire Lockport
community. On Oct. 7, 2016, there will
be an All-Years’ Alumni Reunion held
in the church parking lot and Parish
Center gym; tours of the school will
also be available. The following day,
Saturday, Oct. 8, is our Sixth-Annual
Golf Classic and Dinner. We will close
the festivities on the feast of St.
Dennis, Oct. 9, with a special Mass
at 9:15 a.m. and a pancake breakfast
hosted by the Knights of Columbus.
We invite everyone to celebrate
with us, as we honor the legacy that
stands as strong as the limestone and
brick landmarks.

". . . T h e o r i g i n a l s p i r i t o f
missionary service survives
still, and it may be the
strength that binds all of our
g e n e r a t i o n s ."

1916

1893

1800s

First class at St. Dennis

Alumni are encouraged to contact Laura Pfeiffer, St. Dennis' director of development, at 815.838.2592, ext. 115,
or by email at lpfeiffer@saint-dennis.org to update their contact information or to request registration information.
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A diocesan child protection
review board is a serious
entity, one that every diocese
in the United States is required
to have these days. It is a
consultative body that advises
the bishop in his assessment of
allegations of sexual abuse of
minors by those in ministry. A
majority of the board members
have to be lay people who
possess “outstanding integrity
and good judgment in full
communion with the Church,”
according to a Diocesan Review
Board Resources Booklet.
Ernest Stark has a lot
of experience with review
boards. He was part of the
review board for the Diocese
of Joliet for a decade (20042014 – eight of those years
as its chairman), and he also
is the chairman of review
boards belonging to four
religious communities (the
Augustinians, the Carmelites,
the Passionists, and
Benedictines) and a member
of the De La Salle Christian
Brothers review board.
Add one more board to
that list.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
recommended that he be
selected to join the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ National Review
Board. And, in mid-May,
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Kentucky, president
of the USCCB, named Stark as
one of two new members to
the board.
Stark, who worked at
Benet Academy as a teacher
and administrator for 32
years, including 15 years as
its principal, thought twice
about being interviewed for
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this story. He almost refused,
mainly because he didn’t want
the spotlight to shine on him.
“The story is not about me,”
he said. “It’s about calling
people’s attention to this issue,
the issue of children’s safety
and the safety of vulnerable
adults. It’s an attention-getter
for the people of the Church in
the Diocese of Joliet that the
problem of child sexual abuse
is a societal, ongoing issue. I
think ‘societal’ is the key word
there. It’s not just a Church
issue. It’s a societal issue and
one with global dimensions.”
A motivating factor in being
part of any review board is

that Stark is the father of
a vulnerable adult and the
grandfather of two children
under the age of six.
His grandkids go to Catholic
school in Peoria, he said. “I
want that school to be safe,”
said Stark, who holds a master’s
degree in education from St.
Mary’s University, Minnesota,
and a master's degree in
theology from Manhattan
College, New York. “I want that
parish to be safe. I want Peoria
to be safe. I want children
everywhere to be safe.”
Stark’s four-year term with
the USCCB’s National Review
Board began last month.

LAST WORD

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

A 'Festival of Forgiveness'
at St. Patrick's Parish

Information Meeting for Medical
and Construction Mission to the
Philippines Set for July 7
The Catholic Diocese of Joliet is planning
its next medical/construction outreach
mission to the Philippines. An information
meeting will be held on July 7 at 7 p.m. at
the Blanchette Catholic Center in Crest Hill.
More information can be found at www.
paxjoliet.org/missions. Or call 815.221.6251
or email missions@dioceseofjoliet.org.

St. John the Baptist Parish, Winfield,
Sponsors Run for Life on July 16
Come out and run the beautiful streets
of Winfield and help raise funds for
Waterleaf, a crisis pregnancy center. There
will be a 5-K run and walk and a youth
(seven years old and under) dash. Both
races will start and finish at St. John the
Baptist Church in Winfield at 8 a.m. on
July 16. Registration opens at 6:30 a.m.
the morning of the race. T-shirts will be
given to the first 200 5-K participants who
register before July 11. Following the race,
enjoy free Knights of Columbus Pancakes.
For more information, contact Jennipher
Graf at jenniphergraf@gmail.com. To
register, go to www.signmeup.com/113308.

18 hours of the sacrament
of reconciliation

EMAIL
MISSIONS@
DIOCESEOF
JOLIET.ORG

REGISTER
BEFORE
JULY 11
AND RECEIVE
A T-SHIRT!

Seminarian Sendoff to Occur on Aug. 7
at Benedictine University
The 42nd annual Seminarian Sendoff will
occur on Aug. 7 between 1:30-4:30 p.m.
at the Krasa Center at Benedictine
University in Lisle. The sendoff provides an
opportunity for members of the diocese
to show their support and encouragement
for the men — and their families — who
are in formation for the priesthood. For
reservations, please call John Matyasik at
FOR MORE
630.627.4526 or email him at jmatyasik@
INFORMATION
serradupage.com; or, call George Carr at
GO TO
630.917.7580 or email him at carrgeojo@ SERRADUPAGE.ORG
gmail.com. The cost is $25 for adults;
children from the ages of five through 12
are $15; and children under the age of five
are free. For more details and information
on being a sponsor with the Serra Club, go
to serradupage.org.

E

ach Advent and Lent these last few years,
I have dedicated on entire Saturday at St.
Patrick’s Church, 710 West Marion St.,
Joliet, to celebrate a “Festival of Forgiveness” at
the parish. I came to find out that the sacrament
of reconciliation was still alive and well in the
city of Joliet. I hold a private joke in my heart
that the faithful of St. Patrick’s sin more on
Wednesdays than they do on Saturdays, based
on the number of faithful who take advantage of
the Wednesday confessions we offer each week
at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The experience of hearing 24-hours of confessions
twice a year floors me; I truly never expected so
many faithful to take advantage of this sacrament
and the number of souls throughout the diocese
who would visit our little home in Joliet.
With that experience, I started working with
some of the leaders in our community to make the
sacrament of reconciliation more available to those
who started a monthly all-night adoration program
at the parish (usually the first Saturday night a
month at St. Patrick’s, which begins at 6 p.m. and
runs through midnight). What constantly amazes me
is that so many people have been taking advantage
of that opportunity that the “ministry in the box”
usually runs non-stop in the evening.
As Aug. 4 is the Feast of St. John Vianney, for the
last three years I have committed myself to hear
confessions for 18 hours that day, from 8 a.m. until
midnight, as the Curé of Ars would do similarly on a
daily basis in his small village in France. Father Mike
Pennock, my summer roommate at the parish, and
I will be hearing confessions this year, accompanied
by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during these
18 hours. You are most welcome to stop by.
STORY BY FATHER PETER JANKOWSKI,
THE PASTOR AT ST. PATRICK’S PARISH, JOLIET
FOR MORE INFORMATION
call 815.727.4746.
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