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Feelers and Thinkers

M

yers-Briggs” is a term familiar to many
people. It refers to a personality profile test,
initially developed in the 1940s by a motherdaughter team, expressly to help women
identify their aptitudes for the workplace. It
is based on the psychological theories of Carl Jung, who
premised that we possess dominant, or preferred, and
regressive functions in our personalities.
Thinking-feeling (T-F) represents
one of four pairs of functions used by
Myers-Briggs that deals with how we
make decisions. “Thinkers” tend to make
decisions based more on objective facts
and set principles, whereas “Feelers” rely
more on their own sentiments and their
sense of how decisions affect people.
Envision two people ordering food
in a carryout restaurant for themselves
and family members. One chooses
those items that offer the best value and
nutritional quality. The other orders those
items that seem most appetizing and are
likely to please the family.
Now, no one is a “T” or an “F”
completely, although one’s “dominant”
usually remains constant throughout
life. Circumstances can change how we
decide in individual cases, and over time
our life experiences can modify our place
on the T-F scale.
However, with regard to societal
functioning and morality, “thinking”
should dominate when we make
decisions. For example, four drivers
approaching the same intersection
cannot decide what to do based on their
feelings, and slugging someone is not the
right way to deal with anger.
Our Christian moral tradition,
developed over several hundred
years after the time of Christ’s earthly
life, provided a clear, coherent and
persuasive framework for living out the
Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes,
and the Great Commandment to “love
one another as I have loved you.” That
tradition was enhanced during the Middle
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Ages and the Renaissance and, out of
necessity, honed after the Protestant
Reformation, when the first Catholic
catechism was published. It continued to
be refined through the Second Vatican
Council and beyond, always aware that
new situations had to be addressed.
Members of the Church generally
understood that, when making moral
decisions, they needed to be “Thinkers”
– that is, they needed to approach the
situation weighing the facts objectively
and applying set principles, like
those four drivers. Moral teaching
always allowed room for the “human
condition” and feelings (classically called
“passions”), since no one is a total “T.”
But we never started there.
Today things have changed. Many
Catholics are inclined to let their
“Feelings” decide in moral issues. They
are either unpersuaded by the clear
and coherent teaching of the Catholic
tradition, or they have found another
“truth” that coincides with their feelings.
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God made the
rules that He
expects us to live by – for
our own good and that of
our neighbors. God is also
a patient and merciful
God, but not a fool."

Examples abound. Women experience
unwanted or difficult pregnancies, so they
should be permitted to end them. Suffering
at the end of life is hard for the sick and
elderly and those who care for them, so
life shouldn’t be prolonged “unnecessarily.”
A young couple isn’t ready to marry yet,
and it’s much cheaper for them to share
expenses, so why can’t they live together?
People work all week, so they don’t have the
time or energy for Mass on Sunday. People
work hard for their money, so they should be
allowed to use it any way they want.
Another significant example of feelingsbased morality involves homosexual
behavior. (Keep in mind the important
distinction between feelings and actions).
The usual argument justifying it is that two
people love each other, the same principal
argument for same-sex marriage. Of
course, love is wonderful, very Christian
in fact. But love by itself offers no
serious rationale for same-sex unions
being equivalent to marriage as defined
clearly, coherently and persuasively by
the Catholic Church for 2,000 years.
(Nor, in my opinion, does it provide a
serious argument for “equal treatment,”
when people related by blood by certain
degrees and minors below a certain age
are prohibited by law from marrying, even
though they may love one another.)
God made the rules that He expects us
to live by – for our own good and that of
our neighbors. God is also a patient and
merciful God, but not a fool.
God was no fool in choosing Jorge
Mario Bergoglio to be pope. I suspect
that Pope Francis is an “F.” The images
he uses in his talks and writings, his
passion for the poor, his focus on
evangelization (the really good news), his
personal gestures, and most especially his
insistence on mercy all suggest a strong
“Feeler.” Nevertheless, he’s a
Jesuit, and Jesuits think!
Bishop Conlon
Christ is our Hope
June 2014

M

yers-Briggs"
es un
término muy
reconocido
para muchas
personas. Es conocido como
un examen de personalidad,
fue desarrollado en 1940 por
una madre e hija, que ayuda
a las mujeres expresar su
identidad basado a sus
aptitudes para lugares de
trabajo. Esta teoría
psicológica de Carol Jung, y
premisa que poseemos
funciones dominantes, o
personalidades regresivas
como preferencia.

Pensamiento-Sentimiento (P-S)
representa uno de cuatro pares de
funciones utilizadas por Myers-Briggs
que va de acuerdo a cómo tomamos
decisiones. Los "Pensadores" se
inclinan hacer decisiones a base de
hechos objetivos y principios. Los
“Sentimentalistas” suelen a depender
en sus propios sentimientos y como le
puede afectar a otros.
Imagínate dos personas ordenando
comida para llevar para ellos y su
familia. Uno de ellos escoge la mejor
oferta con el valor de nutrición. El otro
ordena el que se ve más aperitivo y
para complacer a todos en la familia y
puedan disfrutar.
Nadie puede ser una “P” (Pensamiento)
o “S” (Sentimiento) completo, uno de ellos
es "dominante" y se mantiene constante
durante toda la vida. Con el tiempo las
circunstancias pueden cambiar durante
nuestras experiencias en la vida y se puede
modificar la escala de “P” o “S”.
Sin embargo, en cuestión del
funcionamiento moral, “Pensamiento”
puede ser dominado por las decisiones
que hacemos. Por ejemplo, cuatro
choferes se acercan a la misma
intersección sin saber que decisiones
pueden tomar basado a sus
sentimientos; y pegar a otro no es
adecuado para manejar la ira.
En nuestra tradición moral cristiana,
que se ha desarrollado por cientos

y cientos de años después de la
vida terrenal de Cristo; claramente
marcó una condición coherente y
persuasivo para la vivencia de los Diez
Mandamientos, las Bienaventuranzas
y el Gran Mandamiento de "amarnos
unos a otros como Él os amo”. Esta
tradición se ha aumentado durante la
época de Edad Media y Renacimiento
por necesidad, después de la Reforma
protestante cuando se publicó el primer
catecismo católico. Siguió refinando a
través del Concilio Vaticano II y más
allá, siempre conscientes de nuevas
situaciones que necesitan estar dirigido.
Los miembros de la Iglesia
comprendían que cuando una decisión
moral era necesaria, tenían que ser
“Pensadores”. Necesitaban enfrentar
la situación objetivamente y aplicando
los principios de los cuatro choferes. La
enseñanza moral dejaba campo para “la
condición humana” y los sentimientos
(clásicamente llamada "pasiones"), ya que
nadie es una "P" (Pensamientos) total.
Hoy en día las cosas han cambiado.
Muchos Católicos se han inclinado
a los “Sentimientos” lo cual hacen
una decidía moral para resolver un
asunto. O tal vez no estén convencidos
por la enseñanza clara y coherente
de la tradición católica, o quizás han
encontrado otra "verdad" que coincide
con sus sentimientos.
Abundan los ejemplos; mujeres pasan
por pruebas con embarazos difíciles o
no deseados, y luego son permitidas
terminar el embarazo. Al final de la
vida, el sufrimiento es difícil para los
enfermos, los ancianos y los que cuidan
por eso la vida no es alargada sin cesar.
Una pareja quizás no están listos para
unirse en matrimonio, pero es más
económico de combinar los gastos,
y por qué no vivir juntos? La gente
trabaja toda la semana, y no hay tiempo
o energía para misa los domingos.
Trabajan muy duro para ganar dinero,
entonces tienen el derecho de utilizarlo
como les plazca.
Otro ejemplo significativo de
“Sentimientos” basada moralmente
la implicación y comportamiento
homosexual. (Tomen en cuenta la
diferencia importante entre sentimientos
y acciones). El mismo argumento para
justificar que dos personas se aman,

Dios hizo las
reglas en lo cual
Él espera que nosotros
vivamos el ejemplo para nuestro propio
bien y al prójimo. Dios
también es paciente y
misericordioso, Dios
sabe lo que hace."

lo mismo del argumento principal
para el matrimonio entre personas
del mismo sexo. Por supuesto, el
amor es maravilloso, muy cristiano.
Pero el amor por sí mismo no ofrece
ninguna justificación razonable para
las uniones del mismo sexo y los que
son equivalentes a un matrimonio de
definición clara, coherente y persuasiva
por la Iglesia Católica durante 2,000
años. (Ni, en mi opinión, se proporciona
un argumento serio para un "trato de
igualdad", cuando los parientes de la
misma sangre y al igual los menores
de cierta edad son prohibidos por la ley
casarse, aunque los dos se amen).
Dios hizo las reglas en lo cual
Él espera que nosotros vivamos el
ejemplo – para nuestro propio bien y
al prójimo. Dios también es paciente y
misericordioso, Dios sabe lo que hace.
Dios sabe lo que hace al haber
elegido a Jorge Mario Bergoglio de ser
el papa. Sospecho que el Papa Francis
es un “P” (Pensador). Las imágenes
que usa, sus pláticas y escrituras, su
pasión por los pobres, su enfoque de
evangelizar (la muy buena noticia), que
sus gestos personales, especialmente la
insistencia de misericordioso son todas
sugerencias de un “Sentimiento” fuerte.
Sin embargo, él es un Jesuita, y piensa
como Jesuita!
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
junio 2014
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Local News

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel presided at a Mass on Mother’s Day at St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Romeoville, which also included a
coronation ceremony for Our Lady of Czestochowa, also known as the Black Madonna, which is the image behind Bishop Siegel.

St. Andrew the Apostle
Celebrates Our Lady of
Czestochowa
On Mother’s Day last month,
around 1,200 people from around
the Chicagoland area gathered at
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in
Romeoville for an outdoor Mass, which
also included a coronation ceremony for
Our Lady of Czestochowa, also known
as the Black Madonna.
Last year, the Polish community at
the parish decided to sponsor getting
a new, authentic image of Our Lady of
Czestochowa. Enough donations were
raised so that Father Sebastian Gargol, a
parochial vicar at the parish and a native of
Poland, visited the Jasna Gora Monastery
in his country, which is a pilgrimage site
and where the original image of our Lady
of Czestochowa is located.
After getting the painting blessed there,
and because enough donations had been
raised, Father Gargol ordered golden
crowns for the image, which were custom
made, and traveled to Rome, where the
crowns were blessed by Pope Francis.
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The month of May is usually when
Our Lady of Czestochowa is celebrated
as the Queen of Poland.
“A true mother loves, nurtures, protects
her young, her children,” said Father
Gargol in his homily during the May
11 Mass, which was presided over by
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel. “That
is what this image of Our Lady for over
620 years reminds our Polish brothers
and sisters and all of us – in particular, of
Mary’s protection in 1382 when the icon
first arrived in Poland with a Polish army
fleeing the Tartars, who had struck it with
an arrow; then more prominently again
in 1430 when Catholic faith was under
attack and the Virgin’s face was slashed
with a sword.
“Then, in 1655, came the most
famous of the miracles associated with
Our Lady of Częstochowa,” he said.
“Swedish troops were about to invade
Częstochowa when a group of Polish
soldiers prayed fervently before the icon
for deliverance, and the enemy retreated.
A year later, in 1656, King John Casimir
declared Our Lady of Częstochowa
‘Queen of Poland’ and made the city the
spiritual capital of the nation.”
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Newman Institute Offers Lay
Leadership Program
The Newman Institute of the Diocese of
Joliet is pleased to announce a rewarding
two-year certificate program beginning
this fall at Benedictine University in Lisle.
The Lay Leadership Formation Program
is being offered in collaboration with the
Archdiocese of Chicago and is designed
to serve several constituencies, including
adults involved in parish leadership,
volunteer ministries at the parish level,
and those seeking quality enrichment
in the Catholic tradition. Classes meet
weekly on Monday evenings throughout
the academic year. Monthly formation
days take place on Saturdays from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at St. Mary of the
Lake in Mundelein. For more information
about the program and the application
process, visit www.usml.edu/institutefor-lay-formation/
lay-leadership, call
847.837.4550 or
email ilf@usml.edu.
Applications are
being accepted now
through Aug. 1.
Local news continues on page 22

The Magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Joliet
Most Reverend
R. Daniel Conlon
PUBLISHER

Edward P. Flavin

DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE
OF COMMUNICATIONS

June 2014
Volume 7: Issue 6

6 yourlife

Carlos Briceño
EDITOR

6 Catholic Charities
Medical Care for the
Homeless.
7 Family Life
Who Cleans Your Garage?

Jorge Rivera

SPANISH TRANSLATOR

Jenny Bis

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Christ is our Hope (USPS 25288) is a membership
publication of the Catholic Diocese of Joliet, 16555
Weber Road, Crest Hill, IL 60403. Published monthly.
Gift subscription rates are $15 per year. Individual issues
are $2.50. Send all subscription information and address
changes to: Christ is our Hope magazine, 16555 Weber
Road, Crest Hill, IL 60403; 815.221.6112 or email
magazine@dioceseofjoliet.org. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Christ is our Hope magazine, 16555
Weber Road, Crest Hill, IL 60403 ©Christ is our Hope
magazine, Diocese of Joliet. ©FAITH Publishing Service.
FAITH is a trademark of FAITH Publishing Service.
No portion of Christ is our Hope magazine may be
published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise reproduced
or distributed in whole or in part without prior written
authority of the Diocese of Joliet and/or FAITH Publishing
ServiceTM. For reprint information or other questions
regarding use copyright material, contact the Christ is our
Hope magazine editorial offices at the Diocese of Joliet.
Periodicals postage paid at Romeoville, IL and at additional
mailing offices.

To submit story ideas and
news, send e-mails to
magazine@dioceseofjoliet.org
For subscription information,
Please call 815.221.6112.

8 yourfaith

11
13

18

8 Feature Story
		
The Sacred Heart of Jesus
and the Nine First Fridays.
9 Pastoral Plan
How Do You Create a
Pastoral Plan?
10	 Ask the Priest
		
A Mom's Perspective on
Her Son, the Priest.

11 yourstories
11 Cover Story
		
How Going to Bolivia
Strengthened My Faith.
13 Feature Story
		
The Influence of a Priest as
a Gift to Many.
15 Feature Story
		
How My Love for the 		
Scriptures Grew.
16 Feature Story
		
The Path of a Young Leader.
17 Feature Story
		
Bringing Good News to
		 Those Behind Bars.
18 Feature Story
		
Deacons: A Brief Overview.
20 Feature Story
		
The Path to Priesthood.
23 Last Word
		
Guest of Our Souls.

5

yourlife
Catholic Charities
Q: Dr. Garcia, tell us a little bit about your background.

A: I went to medical school in Havana, Cuba, and trained as an
orthopedic surgeon there. I migrated to the U.S. in 1995, but
didn’t get back to medicine until 2005. I had to take boards
and re-train in the U.S. I did my training at UIC in occupational
medicine, and I’ve have a private practice since 2010.
Q: What inspired you to take on this project?

A: I have always believed in giving back to the community. I
opened a free medical clinic in 2011 in Kankakee. The clinic
was serving the uninsured population of Kankakee County
mostly. We had over 1,700 patients in the three years the
clinic existed. We had to close due to financial hardship. When
I heard about the possibility of doing the same concept at
Daybreak Center, but with the support of a larger organization
(Catholic Charities), I thought it would be a good fit.
Cathy Langenderfer,
a nurse, and Dr. Omar
Garcia during the recent
ribbon-cutting ceremony
at the St. Joseph Family
Medical Clinic.

Medical Care
for the Homeless

A

small medical clinic recently
opened its doors within Catholic
Charities’ Daybreak Center
homeless shelter. The St. Joseph
Family Medical Clinic provides
free medical care for homeless individuals
staying at the shelter who are facing health
concerns. This new initiative was made
possible by Dr. Omar Garcia, who donated
all of the necessary equipment to
open the clinic and also donates
The
his time and talents to treat
Catholic
Ministries Annual
patients there. Maggie Snow,
Appeal provides
the public relations and
$1.2 million in
funding every year
communications coordinator
for Catholic
Charities.
for Catholic Charities, recently
interviewed him.
6
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Q: What services are provided in the clinic?

A: Primary care mostly, but also some minor procedures.
Q: How will clients access any prescription medication
they might need?

A: I work with the $4 prescription plans available at Walmart
and Target, but there are other programs that we tap into,
which provide free medication for the uninsured.
Q: Do the clients seem grateful for this service?

A: They all seem very appreciative.
Q: How were the clients accessing healthcare before this
clinic opened?

A: They were not being seen for primary care issues. Most of
them would go to the ER (emergency room) when in need,
but there was no health maintenance or preventive services
they had access to.
Dr. Garcia is able to perform blood-draws and EKGs in the
clinic. He provides identification and monitoring of conditions,
such as hypertension, high cholesterol, and diabetes that could
worsen over time if left untreated. Treatment is also available
for clients with colds, flu and other common communicable
diseases. This is a great opportunity for uninsured homeless
clients at Catholic Charities to receive high quality medical care.
Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center is the largest
homeless shelter in Will County. The facility provides yearround emergency shelter 24 hours a day. The program also
provides professional case management and additional
services, such as employment programs to promote selfsufficiency. To learn more about Daybreak Center and the
other programs and services provided by Catholic Charities,
visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

Story and photography by Maggie Snow
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I

Who Cleans Your Garage?
f we will walk humbly with our God, He will lead us by the hand to exactly
who and what we need, to those people, things and experiences He has
designed and intended for us, and this along will be the cause of our deep
fulfillment and happiness.” - Matthew Kelly

A marriage invariably brings together two individuals who
are skilled in different ways. Some are gifted in nurturing;
others are adept in managing finance. One may have culinary
expertise or even a natural inclination for decorating. Yet,
another is gifted at craftsmanship to handle the home repairs.
My father was the consummate worker, a plumber by trade,
but he could also fix anything, and he loved any home repair
challenge. My mother, on the other hand, was the model of
hospitality. She welcomed exchange students from France. She
created our home as a hub for all the neighborhood children.
Most importantly, she taught us to reach out and care for the
marginalized. Mom and Dad were a nice blend.
I must have inherited a small degree of my father’s desire to keep
things in order. This was most evident to my husband’s chagrin
recently, as I asked the family to help me clean out the garage after
attending Sunday service. “Ugh,” was his reply as he had just settled
in to read the Sunday paper on his iPad. Well, I knew he would like
some quiet time to read, so I decided to prey on my five children. I
tempted them with outdoor play time and a trip to the pool, if they
helped. Again, after a few moans and groans and my persistence
we moved out to the garage. We began by pulling everything out
on the driveway. It was going well until I unrolled a carpet, and, out
of the carpet, a mouse ran up my arm, and I ran down the driveway,
screaming. After we calmed down, we swept and organized the
entire garage. That day, we donated a few things. The kids rode their
bikes and had fun with an old box. They even practiced shooting
hoops. Close to the day’s end, we even pulled out two cars into the
garage, which hasn’t happened in months.
The next morning, as I ventured into the garage to find some
batteries, I had an overwhelming feeling of content. I paused for
a moment to soak in the rewards of our labor. It led me to think
about where does contentment and happiness come from in life?
Cleaning my garage allowed me to remember how good we all
feel when our life is in balance. Our family unravels, when we
are running around for days on end with sports, school activities,
and family obligations. We feel overwhelmed and overscheduled.
The flip side is how we connect, when things are in balance.
Attending to each of our individual needs and family needs isn’t
always easy. We find the balance is found when our physical,
emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs are being met.
Our family makes an attempt at healthy eating even with the
occasional drive-through meal. School and park district sport
and dance are the bases for our fitness regimen. Connecting as
a family comes through enjoying family dinners, game nights or
movie nights on the weekends and a healthy dose of affection at
bedtime. Taking time to nurture our marriage doesn’t always get

the highest priority, and yet we both agreed a regular date night
is a necessary component and easier now that we have girls old
enough to babysit. We keep our life mostly in balance, and we
even get over confident and feel really good about ourselves and
then life throws us a curve ball. When my Dad’s illness took a turn
for the worse, our family had to readjust the meaning of balance.
I have learned that my greatest contentment comes from being
aware and grateful to the source of the blessings in my life. Having
a discipline to nurture my spirituality, even in very subtle ways,
has transformed my life. Taking five minutes in the morning to
rest in God’s goodness and then five minutes at bedtime to reflect
upon the day’s moments has been my most meaningful spiritual
practices. It is in that 10 minutes every day that I remember the
moments that were filled with love and those that were absent of
love. From there, I determine what I can do differently tomorrow.
My husband may not jump for joy to clean our garage, but
he brings an important component to our marriage. He creates

I have learned that my greatest
contentment comes from being
aware and grateful to the source of the
blessings in my life. Having a discipline
to nurture my spirituality, even in very
subtle ways, has transformed my life."
a loving atmosphere that is focused on balance in all areas of
life. He demonstrates a great work ethic, he is an avid reader,
and he values education. He coaches the children’s sports
teams and remains connected with their needs. He hugs me
first when he comes home from a long day of work. And most
importantly, he teaches our children to pray.
Cleaning my garage is like my spiritual journey; it provides
me stable footing (balance in my life) and supports me when
life tosses me a curve ball. When the curve ball comes and we
have the balance, we are better prepared to attend to ourselves
and those we love in our life.
Story by Peggy O’Flaherty, a certified spiritual director, public
speaker, blogger, wife and mother of five children. Read more
of her work at www.creatingspaceinyourlife.com. She is also a
parishioner at St. Mary of Gostyn Parish in Downers Grove.
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The Sacred
Heart of Jesus
and the Nine
First Fridays

T

here are many
beautiful
devotions that
have been
handed down to
us and which continue to
nurture us in our Catholic
faith throughout our lives.
Because a good number of
these devotions are
preserved in the liturgical
calendar, we meet them
year after year, season by
season. For example in the
month of October we have
the opportunity to grow in
our devotion and practice
of praying the holy rosary.
And the month of May we dedicate to
Mary as we seek to deepen our devotion
to her and to find ways to imitate her in
our daily lives. Another such devotion,
one which perhaps has been somewhat
forgotten in recent years, is the custom of
observing the nine First Fridays in honor of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Traditionally the
month of June is dedicated to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, and this year the Solemnity
of the Sacred Heart is on June 27. We have
a wonderful opportunity before us this
month to grow in our love for the One
whose heart is consumed with love for us.
Devotion to the Sacred Heart is rooted
in Sacred Scripture. The word “heart” in
Scripture signifies the core or center of
a person. It is in the heart, understood
in this Biblical sense, that moments of
deep conversion take place and from the
heart flow the deepest human desires and
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movements of the Holy Spirit. In the Old
Testament we find God revealing the desire
of His Heart as He speaks to the Israelites
through the prophets, calling them to a
greater union with him in their hearts.
In the New Testament,
at the moment of the
Incarnation, God reveals
the depths of His love by
taking on a human nature
– and thus a human
heart. In Jesus Christ, the
Son of God become man,
we see fully revealed the
depths of divine love,
“translated” into human
life and human actions.
We would do well to
stop even now to wonder
at this – that God has a
human heart that beats
with love for us! Throughout the Gospels
we catch glimpses of Jesus’ heart beating
for love of sinners, the children, the poor,
the disciples. It is on Calvary that His love
is consummated, in his Heart pierced and
opened, so that the treasures hidden there
may be poured out for us.
It was this image of the pierced Heart of
Christ, bearing a cross, surrounded by a
crown of thorns, and all aflame, that Jesus
first revealed to a French Visitation nun,
Margaret Mary Alacoque, on Dec. 27, 1673.
He appeared to her on several occasions,
revealing to her His desire that she spread a
renewed devotion to His Sacred Heart among
priests and religious and all the faithful. This
private apparition of Jesus to Margaret Mary,
who was canonized a saint in 1920, was not
“public revelation” as were the words of Jesus
in the Gospel narratives; but the Church
has recognized the credibility of the visions
St. Margaret Mary received. The messages
she recounts are in complete in accord with
Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the
Church. They are not some “new revelation,”
which would be impossible; but rather
they can help us to appreciate and live with
greater depth what is revealed in Scripture
about the profound love and mercy of God.
The liturgical celebration of the Solemnity of
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Feature Story

the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which is celebrated
each year, attests to the value the Church
places on this beautiful devotion.
The promises Jesus made through His
revelations to Saint Margaret Mary have
traditionally been summed
up in a list of twelve. It
is the twelfth of these
promises that prompted
the devotion often referred
to as making the nine First
Fridays: “I promise you, in
the excessive mercy of my
Heart, that my all-powerful
love will grant to all who
communicate on the first
Friday of the month, for
nine consecutive months,
the grace of final penitence;
they shall not die in my
displeasure nor without
their sacraments: my divine Heart shall
be their safe refuge in this last moment.”
Powerful words indeed! Such a promise
presumes, of course, our sincere sorrow for
our sins manifested through sacramental
confession, and our faithful efforts to live our
Catholic faith. But when understood in this
way, this devotion offers a real incentive to
surrender ourselves to the love of Jesus, who
has so loved us.
As we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June
27, perhaps we might spend some time
reflecting upon the marvelous gifts stored
in this last promise. Intricately tied with
Friday, the day of Christ’s Passion and with
the Mass, during which Jesus is truly made
present Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity,
this devotion can serve to unite our hearts
to His in a very real way. Being so united
we, too, will find our hearts enflamed
and burning with the fire of divine love.
Secure in this love, we can then be Christ’s
instruments in bringing others to an
encounter with His Sacred Heart.
Story by Sister Emma, OP a member
of the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia, who teaches second grade at
St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet.
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Pastoral Plan

How Do You Create A Pastoral Plan?
The idea of a blueprint for the Diocese of Joliet to guide all of
its pastoral efforts began back in October 2011 when Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon reconvened the Diocesan Pastoral Council
(DPC) and discussed a fresh direction and focus for the group
– the development of a Pastoral Plan for the diocese.
The DPC is an appointed group composed of laity,
clergy, and religious that represents the parishes and other
communities of the diocese and acts as an advisor to the
bishop. The group discusses and reflects upon the pastoral
needs and direction of the diocesan church.
Bishop Conlon requested that this plan center on the pastoral
and ministerial needs of Catholics throughout the diocese
and not be a strategic document, meaning it would not make
suggestions on what schools need to be opened or what
facilities need improvements, etc.
The scope of the plan would include guidelines for
parishioners and the diocese and would not limit how parishes
can accomplish the pastoral goals. We also hope that the
Pastoral Plan becomes a living instrument rather than a report
that sits on a shelf in a bookcase.
In February 2012, 50 designated representatives from the
DPC, the Presbyteral Council, the diocesan Curia, other diocesan
leaders, and Bishop Conlon met with a planning specialist to
discuss a process for building a plan. Facilitator Nancy Wisdo
introduced the “E.A.S.Y.” method to the group, an acronym for
“Expectations, Assumptions, Stakeholders, and Yardsticks.”
According to Wisdo, the keys in the planning process are to set
expectations, identify assumptions about our diocese and the
stakeholders, and, finally, establish yardsticks to measure the plan’s
progress. Specifically, the group concentrated on these questions:

Expectations: What do you want to accomplish; who will
be involved; how will participants be engaged?
Assumptions: What are the current conditions (economic,
demographic and other)? How will they impact the plan?
(both plusses and minuses) What are key pastoral issues
and how will they affect a strategic plan?
Stakeholders: Besides the DPC members, what
other stakeholders are key to the process and how can
they be energized? Determine their role in the process.
Identify which stakeholders will most likely embrace the
process and who may present a challenge.
Yardsticks: What does success look like and how can
it be measured objectively? How do we know we have
accomplished what we set out to do?
î To find out more on the plan, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.
org/pastoralplan/. Email planfeedback@dioceseofjoliet.org
if you want any questions answered.

This group also identified these pastoral topics of importance:
• We need to better understand our diocesan culture
– especially the increasing secularization in our U.S.
culture and the diversity of our populations.
• We need to deal with and meet the pastoral challenges
of the economic downturn.
• We need to address the diminishing number of
sacraments being celebrated.
• We must determine how to engage and welcome back
those who have left the Church.
• We should improve communication between the diocese
and parishes, between the parishes, and between
agencies and parishes.
• We need to create a better understanding of the diocese
by parishioners.
• We should foster more collaboration and less of a sense
of “territorial” thinking.
• We should look at creating greater efficiency and less
duplicating of resources.
The next step for the DPC was the creation of a Pastoral
Plan Committee, who then organized a proposed structure
for the Pastoral Plan during the spring and summer of
2012. We looked at plans of other dioceses from around
the country to see what made sense for us. As a result, our
Pastoral Plan contents will include:
• A Pastoral Mission.
• Pastoral issues, which is a narrative explaining the big
issues facing our diocese and our Catholic communities.
• Pastoral Priorities, based on research and surveys about
the changing demographics of the diocese.
• Strategies and Actions, which is the "core" of the
Pastoral Plan.
• Dissemination, which focuses on how the plan will be
distributed and explained.
• Implementation, which offers the steps that need to be
taken for full Diocesan engagement in the plan.
• Review of Actions, this looks at how the progress of the
plan will be reviewed and renewed for the coming years.
In addition, the DPC will be responsible for reviewing
progress as all members and ministries in the diocese act
on the initiatives within the plan.
The Pastoral Plan is more than just the work of the
planning committee. Everything in it comes from the wisdom
of hundreds of participants from across the diocese, along
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It’s been a total team effort
The Pastoral Plan will be completed and distributed
throughout the diocese this fall.

Story by Tony Molinaro, the team leader of the Pastoral Planning Committee
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Ask the Priest

A MOM’S PERSPECTIVE ON HER SON,

A

THE PRIEST

At this point I, have been ordained a priest for one year – how time flies! For
this month’s issue, I was going to write about my experiences of being a
priest for a year: what I have learned, what I have lived. That being said, you
have been hearing from me for months now, since right after my ordination
last June, and I thought that it would be better to hear from someone who
has witnessed the birth, growth and slow realization of my vocation to the priesthood. I
asked my mother, Debbie, to write her reflections one year into my priesthood in hopes
that it will give testimony to the joy of a priestly vocation and strengthen parents in
general to support priestly vocations in their own families. God bless you!

My first born is now a priest for one year! Who would have
ever thought I would be writing this? His anniversary for me
serves as a quick moment of reflection and also an opportunity
to see my own growth through the year. I thought that I would
simply give a drive-by of the highlights of the year.
◊ Two comments earned top billing:
- "Do you call him Father Michael?” That's not working well, but
I should get points for trying, right?
- "How proud you must be of him!” The reality is that I am
sincerely proud of all of my children. With great awe, I applaud
Mike for answering his calling with such enthusiasm and grace.
I am also grateful for all the "priestly” – although sometimes
awkward – moments we experienced this first year. Here are
some of those moments:
◊ Directly after the diaconate ordination: As if shopping for a
traveling aspergillum (which is a brush or small perforated
container with a handle that is used for sprinkling holy water)
is not surreal enough, I suggested that maybe this wasn't a
good idea because he would have to carry holy water with
him, too. My Mike looked at me with that "for real?" glare.
"Mom,” he said, “now I make water holy." Oh my goodness!
He can, can't he? This is truly real now!
◊ Mealtime: My favorite everyday revelation of all! Grace is
now accompanied by my plate of food being fully blessed by
my son before I indulge. My meal is really blessed!!! Another
jaw-dropping moment. From then on, I declared I was going
to go on a strictly “blessed-food” diet. That didn't work out
too well, but I do believe the plate I lift up for his blessing
tastes much better.
◊ Our home: We are clearly on Mike's travel path as we find
him at home quite frequently for quick visits. I've learned
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he is seldom alone, so I should refrain from entering my
home yelling. (Remember … growth.) I have returned
home to be surprised by nuns from Colombia being served
an embarrassing array of leftovers. I've been greeted by
pastors, priests and seminarians on the deck in the yard.
I've walked into the most beautiful vespers [evening prayer]
echoing throughout my home. I call these occurrences my
“divine intervention” – as I was coming home to surely just
infect my mind by watching TV, such as an episode of "Real
Housewives" or "Million Dollar Listing" (that's for you Mike).
◊ Phrases/Questions that should have never come out of
my mouth this year:
-"Mike, you're not wearing your clerics to the Fourth of July
parade are you?"
- "You are sooo grounded!!"
- "You said what in your homily?”
- "You are going to shave, right?"
- "Are you home again? Do they not like you at your parish?"
- "Could you hear confession of the bunco girls?"
◊ Mass: To witness my baby, Father Michael, celebrate Mass
with complete reverence, transforming the bread and wine
into the body and blood of Jesus Christ, is emotionally beyond
words. He makes Christians; he anoints the sick; he helps the
grieving; he absolves sinners. He corrects me..."Mom, it is not
me doing those things."
Not only do I have a son who is exuding joy for the priesthood,
but also I have witnessed a much stronger presence of God in
my family. What more can a mom ask for?
Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at
St. Mary’s Parish in West Chicago, and his mom, Debbie
Pawlowicz

yourstory
Mission Trip

How Going to Bolivia

Strengthened My Faith

H

ayley Gerdes was a senior at Benedictine
University in Lisle, where she just graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. A year
ago, she and students from several area
universities went on a university mission trip to
Bolivia. They visited Sucre, and some of the places they
helped out included a day-care center, an orphanage, a soup
kitchen and at a construction site. The trip had a profound
influence on her. As a result of it, she applied for and was
accepted to the University of Illinois at Chicago’s graduate
school for social work, which she will attend in the fall. She
shared what she learned during her trip to Bolivia in an
interview with Carlos Briceño.
I was born in Spokane, Washington, and
grew up in Mokena and Frankfort. I have
two younger sisters, and our faith growing
up pretty much consisted of going to CCD
and church on Easter. We didn’t have a
very strong church base at our home. We
believed that our relationship with God
was private, but didn’t need to be proved

by going to church.
When I got to Benedictine, I started to
go to church with one of my roommates. I
realized it was more of a not-having-to-provemy-relationship-to-God-with-church, but
showing Him that I do have a commitment
to Him and not having a relationship to Him
in private, but in public, as well.

What impact did the trip you
made to Bolivia have on your life?
I think this trip had a huge impact, not
only the experiences that I had there, but
the people whom I went with, greatly
impacted my faith and the way I want to
live my life.
My roommate on my trip, Barbara, we
became really close. She was very, very
strong in her faith. My view was I wanted
to go help people. But for her, she saw
the trip as her way of living a life through
God, and God tells us to help others, and
by doing that she was connecting with
God and being closer to God, as well as
some of His people. Her views on her
faith and how her faith motivates her life
really motivated me to try and look at
things from a different perspective, and I
think seeing different situations there and
having such a culture shock really showed
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life and how I want to live my life. I said
this before I left [Bolivia]. I want to carry
this new outlook back home and hopefully
make a difference in my family’s lives and
hopefully get more people to help.
How have you been doing that?
I want to make a big difference, and
I’ve been making small steps toward that.
Obviously, that’s a life thing, to have a new
perspective and to want to live your life that’s
a huge goal. I am trying to make different
decisions in the way I live my life and to try
to do things. Like, talking to my family about
faith and trying to get them to go to church
more often. And also charity is a big thing
for me. Helping people is something I really
wanted to bring back here.
me that I am truly blessed and should
appreciate all the things God has given
me, and I would to grow closer to Him. It
was life changing.
Why do you think you had to
travel so far to learn all that?
Even before the trip, I knew my faith
was something I really needed to work
on in my life, and from that standpoint
I figured that the trip was not only a
great opportunity for that but I always
had a want to help people, and that is
something I made a big point in my
life. I want to make myself happy, but I
become happy by helping others. That is
something I really find I want to be strong
in my life – me helping others. I thought
this was a great opportunity to hit on
several different points: to strengthen my
faith, helping others and I got to travel to
an amazing country.
When did the shift happen to
you during the trip – when you
started to understand the deeper
meaning of the trip?
I think it was a couple of days into
our first week. I really enjoyed working
with the children. I spent a lot of time at
the day care and the orphanage. Our job
there was to give them attention, attention
they typically don’t get. It kind of hit
me that some of the things Barbara was
saying about people questioning God and
not having a strong faith. How can you
question God after you see the beauty in
the scenery in Bolivia and a smile from
one of the kids, just from picking him up.
I think part of it was the Bolivian
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people appreciating their lives and what
they have, and what they had is so
minimal compared to what I have, and
I just realized that we have no control
over where we’re born or the family we’re
born into, and I’m incredibly blessed to
have what I have – and that’s because of
God and He blessed me with that and He
blessed me with opportunities.
They had a newborn baby at the
orphanage, and I was feeding the newborn
baby, and I was looking at this child, and
there’s no way you can question God when
you’re looking at something so small and
innocent and pure.
We had reflections, and sometimes a lot
of us said, “We don’t feel like we’re doing
anything that much. We’re just going and
playing with the kids." And you don’t
realize the kind of impact you’re having.
One of my favorite things about the trip
was that we went there to help, and I can
say that I gained a lot more than I gave.
We look at them, and we say, “Wow, we
have so much more than these people, and
we need to go help them.” But then we
end up being the ones being helped. The
Bolivian people and the people we worked
with have such a great appreciation for the
things that they had and the people in their
lives. It seems that our wine glass is full
materialistically and technologically and
medically, but when it comes to the things
that truly matter, like spiritually and valuing
our loved ones, their cups were way more
full than what you see in America.
What did you gain from all this?
The experience was life-changing for
me. I gained a whole new perspective on
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Once you returned home, back
to the grind of everyday life, how
do you keep the lessons that you
learned there going here?
I have three younger sisters. So our
house can get pretty crazy. Obviously,
with that many girls in one house, there’s
bound to be arguments. Typically, before
the trip, I was a lot more like moody
about arguments or fighting with my
sisters. If something went wrong, I
isolated myself from the situation. Now,
after I got back, I had an argument with
my sister, and we were like “it doesn’t
matter.” I sat her down and talked to her,
“This is what I did. This is what you did.
And it doesn’t matter. I love you. It’s over.”
Where before I don’t think I would have
sat my sister down and calmly been like
this. Before, I just would have been mad
and walked away and gone and done
something. That may seem so small and
not a big deal, but to me that change in
my perspective and that change in how
I behave is going to have a big impact on
relationships in my life.

I want to make
myself happy,
but I become happy by
helping others. That is
something I really find I
want to be strong in my
life – me helping others."
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Feature Story

The Influence of a Priest as a Gift to Many

F

Editor’s Note: Father John Guiney died on May 9 at the age of 82. The interview with him
in the following story was conducted last fall.

ather John Guiney, S.M.A., an
82-year-old retired priest who has
served at Sacred Heart in Lombard
and St. Walter’s Parish in Roselle
and for the last year has been in ill
health, is a man of few words and not very
likely to reveal much about himself. Perhaps
it is his understated persona that is best
revealed as an uncomplicated philosophy of
simplicity and service to others. This
unwavering approach to life set him apart
from the other religious and non-religious
people I have encountered.

He believes that “the simple gift of peace and faith is the
greatest gift one could receive from the Lord.” If you have
been blessed to have met this fine priest from the Diocese of
Joliet, you know he cares about others and gives of himself
unselfishly. He has been known to stop what he is doing and
give his full attention to someone in need of counsel or a nonjudgmental ear to simply listen. He has been known by many as
“Gadfly” because he loves to talk and challenge people.
One of his favorite quotes is “To comfort the afflicted and to afflict
the comfortable.” He is possibly best known for his special gift
of listening. He once told me that he has more than once “heard
confession” during an encounter with a desperate parishioner in the
grocery aisle. A little extra time out of his day after all might allow him
to ease someone’s pain – no confessional needed.
Over the many years I have known him, he could rarely be
coaxed into talking about himself. When asked about his family
or his aches and pains, he quickly turned the conversation
around to questions about my well-being or family. It has only
been in the recent months, as age and illness have caught up
with him, that I felt compelled to understand more about this
exceptional man. It was with more than a little trepidation that I
set out to force the issue and ask him to talk about his life.
You might imagine my surprise when I finally gathered the
courage and asked Father Guiney to share his story with me,
and he immediately responded, “Yes, I am happy to tell you
about my life,” he said. “Ask me anything you want.”
He then proceeded to talk to me for a good hour. For anyone
who knows him, an hour is an extraordinarily long time for him to
talk about himself. His favorite quote after all is “be brief, be blunt
and be gone.” In the following story, I tried my best to capture his
unique way of stating things, and these are his words.
“I was born on Feb. 12, 1932, in County Tipperary in Ireland.
I was one of 11 children, and I fell right in the middle. My parents

were very strict Catholics, and the family went to church every
Sunday morning together. We would work on the farm from dawn to
dusk. We had animals to take care of, mainly cows. My daily chores
were to milk the cows and feed them. It was hard work! Farming
was what my parents did for a living. Things were very rough, but
at the time I did not realize how difficult life was for everyone. In
1939, World War II began, and food was rationed. My family was
very poor, but at the time the children did not know it. No electricity.
A coal man’s lamp was all we had. No refrigeration, and food was
scarce. Ireland was neutral in the war, but it was very hard times.
“I attended the local schools, which were run by the church,
but the government paid the nuns and priest. There were
boy’s schools and girl’s schools. My memories of school were
terrible. We all got beat just for anything. If you were late for
school, you would get beaten. One teacher, Mr. Callaghan, a
teacher and the principal, boy, he was brutal. He would punish
you with a ruler and a belt. He was terrible!
“I remember all the teachers I had. No one made a difference in
my life. I was just a typical kid. I was very involved in sports. I played

Story by Joan Sukowicz, a parishioner at St. Walter’s Parish in Roselle
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rugby, Gaelic football, and hurling. It was a sport, like lacrosse. I
greatest gift that God could give to any human being. The way
guess I was very athletic. There was no social life for boys except for they cared for each other; it never left my memory. I spent 21
sports. I remember parish would play parish in sports. Lots of rivalry years in Africa, from 1961-1982.
between schools. People did not have anything else to do.
“When I came to Illinois, I was first assigned to St. Isidore
“There was no TV or movies. We were the only family in the
Church, in Bloomingdale, in 1982. I was later an associate pastor
neighborhood with a radio. … My parents only went to school
at Sacred Heart Parish in Lombard. After serving at St. Walter’s
to the second grade. My father loved to read. He read by the
Parish in Roselle, I retired in Glen Ellyn. People in the Diocese of
lamp every night. The majority of the elders could quote poetry. Joliet are good people. I think they feel people are important, not
On Sunday afternoon, we would listen to the Irish football
material things. I have had such a passion for working with young
games. Those were wonderful memories. The radio ran on a
people, elderly, those in prison, the sick and dying. I spent much
battery so a few days a week we had no radio at all. We would
of my time visiting the sick in hospitals. I believe that is the most
bring the battery into town to get it recharged.
important thing priests can do in their ministry: to serve the people
“My mom would cook the meals: bacon, sheep, mutton stew, and who are in need. I am grateful to God for all the good people I
sometimes lamb chops. We would also have potatoes, cabbage,
have met in the communities I have worked.
and Brussel sprouts. Mom would make
“The Good Lord has blessed me in
homemade bread on an open fire. It was
so many ways. I have been blessed to
my favorite part of the meal. The boys
serve the people. God is good and has
did outside work, and the girls did inside
been so good to me.”
housework with my mother. The holidays
Those many years in the Joliet
were very simple. Halloween was
diocese were filled with tending to the
popular. I remember bobbing for apples,
needs of ordinary families, service of
blindfolded. At Christmas we had no
the poor and people down on their luck.
gifts, or very few, if we were lucky. We
Over our years of friendship, I noticed
would go to early morning Mass. We
how he shared in the pain of so many
celebrated the birth of Jesus.
others and their personal struggles, but
“At the age of 19 I came to the states
he never passed judgment. He only
to visit my aunt in Dorchester, Mass. I
sought to give comfort and counsel in a
lived with her for a few years and then
way that was compassionate. He made
went to Boston College. I received a
countless visits to the sick and elderly
degree in philosophy at age
as part of his life’s work. He
of 22. I worked for outdoor
visited people in prison and had
advertising for two years. At that
a special commitment to young
... I gazed out the window of his
time, I felt there must be more
people, perhaps silently vowing
to life. I then met Father Jim
to never be like the mean and
home and saw the sun shining on a
Hill. He inspired me because
unforgiving teachers in his past.
nearby tree, and I could not help but notice
the way he treated people, and
One of my favorite
the beauty of the leaves that were changing
he made time for the down and
memories of Father Guiney
out. I was impressed with that;
was watching him as he
colors before my eyes. 'Change is in the
no angel tapped me on the
walked through the halls of St.
air,' I thought, and I could see this same
shoulder. It was the actions of
Walter School and seeing the
beauty in his tearful eyes ..."
this man that made me want to
children flock around him as
become a priest. It was then I
he bent down to greet them.
went to study for the priesthood.
At Mass, he would often call
“I went to Washington, D.C., [to attend] Catholic University. I spent the children to the altar by name, and he then he would speak
four years in graduate school. I was ordained to the priesthood on
directly to them. It created an image of Jesus, when he too would
June 3, 1961, at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception see the children and would say, “Let the children come to me.”
in Washington, D.C. No one from my family came for the ordination
Accumulating material things was never of interest to this man.
Mass. It was too expensive, and they had no way to get there. I then
Just as he is sparing with words, Father Guiney would often say
went home for six weeks after my graduation. My family was very
that he could pack all his belongings in one suitcase. He not only
proud of me, especially my mother. I remember someone from
speaks of simplicity and sacrifice, he has truly lived that life. My
town said, ‘If Guiney can be a priest, anyone can!’
suspicion is that what he has accumulated is a countless number
“In 1961, I went to West Africa and did social work to help
of friends who have gained tenfold from knowing him.
organize people. I helped with the leper colony. The witness
As his story and our afternoon together came to a close,
of two people, Sister John Joseph, a Canadian sister, smaller
last fall, I gazed out the window of his home and saw the sun
than Mother Teresa, and Therese Hicks, probably did more
shining on a nearby tree, and I could not help but notice the
for me than any religion. Their dedication and care for people
beauty of the leaves that were changing colors before my eyes.
was unbelievable. I remember them so clearly. It was like I was
“Change is in the air,” I thought, and I could see this same
there yesterday. The people in West Africa had the simple gift
beauty in his tearful eyes as my good friend quietly said, “Joan,
of faith. I admired the simple gift of faith and peace; it is the
thank you so much for coming to see me today."
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How My Love for the
Scriptures Grew

I

must have gotten my interest in
the written word from my
mother, an avid reader. Near as
I can recall, I’ve always had a
stack of books on a table or my
nightstand, ready for me to open or
on the schedule of my list of things to
do. Mom took us to church with her
every Sunday, and that exposure,
along with daily prayer, opened me to
a faith life that grew as I got older.

And while I was growing
up, I always liked hearing the
Bible read in Mass and seeing
biblical movies on television.
I thought I knew the stories
fairly well, but my continuing
education helped me grow in
faith along with teaching me
how to read the books.
After I got my B.A. in
education from Benedictine
University and a Master’s
Degree in Religious Studies
in Scripture, I merged
the two by becoming an
educator in Catholic schools.
I began to take students with

me on trips overseas and
noticed immediately how
that immersion experience
changed their perspectives
about the world and people
in it. The experiential learning
from travel is indescribable.
I decided to expand my
background by more travel
and enrolling at the University
of St. Mary of the Lake in their
Doctor of Ministry program.
Transformations in people
became an interest of mine.
I have also been involved
with various parishes training
catechists and directors of

religious education about
Scripture, along with my
own catechist work in faith
formation programs. At one
point, I taught in the diaconate
program, an experience
similar to what I now do when
I teach in the Biblical Institute
of the Diocese of Joliet, our
diocesan Scripture school.
Chicago has a sister program
to the Biblical Institute, and I
also taught there previously
for Carol Kloss. She was its
coordinator at the time and
brought the curriculum here
to the Joliet diocese. Carol
created the Biblical Institute
for the area and later brought
me along with her to teach in
it here before she retired.
Once I decided to be a
teacher, the Bible became a
major focus for me. I wanted
to share with others what had
been opened for me. Over
the years, I have considered
myself to be especially
blessed because my life’s
work focuses on what I love
most – God, teaching and the
Bible. To me, religion is the
most important subject I can
ever study or teach because
it’s all about the meaning of
life and our relation to God,
the Creator. Teaching this has
been an absolute privilege,
and I have been amazed and
inspired to see how God’s
word has transformed people.
It has transformed me too.
I consider teaching Scripture
and coordinating the Biblical
Institute of the Diocese of Joliet
a ministry. This is a tremendous
responsibility that I can only
accomplish with the help of the
Holy Spirit. I also see myself
as a facilitator to help people
encounter God by developing a
relationship with the Bible.

S T O R Y

Feature Story
Teachers in this program
know that students in this
program come to it because
they want to learn how to read
and pray Scripture as modern
Catholic adults. It’s our role to
know the Church’s guidance for
interpreting the Bible in order
to help students understand
the Catholic approach and get
a sense of what the texts teach
today. People come to the
Biblical Institute because they
don’t have time to learn such
things on their own.
I’ve taught for more than
30 years and discovered that
part of my role is to share with
students my own experiences
with and love for Scripture. I
am in awe frequently by the
work of the Holy Spirit in the
classroom when I interact with
students or see them interact
with one another. They
connect spiritually with each
other in the new small faith
communities that develop
through their study groups.
They see new possibilities
in the ideas of others as
they share answers to the
homework questions they do
before class or when they
pray the Scriptures together.
September through May,
our academic year, students
become aware of their own
transformations too, and as
their teacher, I am blessed to
be part of this. We are only in
our fifth year and had our first
class graduate during May of
2013. With God’s help, we’ll
be graduating several more
classes in the years to come
as we expand biblical literacy
throughout our diocese. I
certainly pray for it!

For more information about the Biblical Institute of the Diocese of Joliet, go to http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
reo/sectioncontent.php?secid=22. Year one classes, regarding Old Testament foundations, start in September
at St. Matthew’s Parish in Glendale Heights. Year two classes, regarding New Testament foundations, will be at Ss.
Peter and Paul in Naperville. The institute admits new students to each of these classes.

Story by Joan Gorski, coordinator of the Biblical Institute of the Diocese of Joliet
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Feature Story

The Path of a Young Leader

K

ristin Anderson is 17 years old, a recent
graduate from Lake Park High School
in Roselle. She’s been a member of the
youth group at St. Walter’s Parish for
about four years now. This month, she
will be attending the Youth Leadership
Conference (YLC) in Romeoville for her fifth
year, this time as a member of the Diocesan
Youth Council, a leadership group that plans the
event. She recently talked to Carlos Briceño about her
path to becoming a youth leader.

How did you end up being a leader in your youth group?
Coming back to the youth group meetings, I felt called to be a leader, to be more
active in my faith. My youth group leader, Karen Campe, helped me get involved in
leadership and lead retreats and whatnot, so I think that is where it branched off from.
Where do you feel your call come from?
I have two older siblings, they’re both brothers. They were both involved in youth
ministry. I really felt them being leaders, so it made me want to be like them. They
set up the leadership for me. It made me want to be helpful.
What did you learn the first year of attending the YLC?
It was good for me to see a bunch of different teens my age learning about our
faith and growing in it. I really liked I wasn’t alone in my faith and everyone wanting
to learn more, which was really cool for me. All the stuff we did was super fun and
made me love it.
How has going to YLC helped you to develop as a leader?
All the speakers and the activities we did helped me grow. They were all very
inspiring. It was a good tool for me to grow, seeing all the keynote speakers. It really
wanted me to do more in my faith and encourage others.
In all the years you’ve gone to YLC, what event really hit home for
you to help you in your faith?
The first night is a huge reconciliation process. That for me is the most powerful
reconciliation I’ve been to in all my years. Just coming back every year and going
to that reconciliation. It’s so peaceful. The lines for the priests [are really long] go
out the door, and there’s music going on, and you see everyone getting really, really
deep in their faith. The whole reconciliation process is really the highlight of my
weekend every year coming back. It really gives you one-on-one time with God.
Since you are now leaving high school, what do you hope to
bring with you in your years ahead as a young adult?
I really hope to carry out my leadership skills. I feel that is really important to me
and teaching others about our faith and how important it is. I definitely want to stay
involved and maybe join a Newman Center in college and keep that faith foundation
in my life throughout the rest of my years.
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î The Youth Leadership
Conference is a
three-day, two-night
conference from June
27-29 that empowers
young people to become
leaders in their faith. The
conference takes place
at Lewis University in
Romeoville. More than
700 people are expected
to attend. The event
is a powerful, spiritfilled weekend that
provides opportunities
for personal and spiritual
growth to all participants
and offers leadership
training opportunities
for teens in the larger
church. The hope is
that the weekend will
empower young people
to live and share their
faith and Catholic
identities to others. For
more information, go to
the following site: http://
www.dioceseofjoliet.
org/siteimages/ym/
YLC_Information_
Booklet_2014.pdf
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Bringing Good News to
Those Behind Bars

A

lmost 30 years ago, the Diocese of Joliet began a
ministry to inmates of DuPage County Jail under the
leadership of Sister Juanita Ujcik. This ministry, JUST
of DuPage, is a thriving organization today whose
mission is to share God’s love and provide a range of
programs to empower inmates to make positive changes in their
lives. JUST is funded entirely by grants as well as donations from
parishes and individuals.

Four staff members
and many volunteers offer
dozens of classes each
week touching all areas of
inmates’ lives. In addition
to opportunities for spiritual
conversion and growth, JUST
offers educational programs
such as GED (high-school
completion) in partnership
with the College of DuPage;
practical classes in such
areas as anger management,
parenting skills, and job
readiness; and recovery
programs such as Alcoholics

Anonymous. JUST employs
a full-time chaplain and a fulltime addictions counselor.
St. Raphael parishioner Bud
Miller is a long-time JUST
volunteer. He leads Catholic
worship services and Bible
studies that are open to all
male inmates who want to
participate. “Seeing God work
in a powerful way in the lives
of the men, the spiritual growth
that some experience, and their
sometimes healing relationships
with the families, brings joy to
me,” Miller said. “I feel blessed

to be a small part of their lives.”
As he leads Catholic
worship, Miller said, “I usually
try to give additional time to
the Scripture readings, with
particular emphasis on how
they speak to [the inmates’]
circumstances.” The group
spends time in prayer and
talks about how God is at
work in their lives.
“Sometimes people think
of prisoners as ‘different’ or
a group separate from the
rest of us,” he said. “But my
experiences show me a different

reality: one where the distance
between where I am and where
they are is very short.”
For many inmates, family and
other relationships are often
on their minds. Some inmates
feel that they are entirely alone
and loved by no one. Miller
described one inmate, Oscar,
who was estranged from
his family. During his time
in jail, Oscar found a place
of belonging in the family of
faith. “We were waiting for the
deputy to take the men back to
their cells,” Miller said. “I was
praying with another fellow.
Oscar came up and asked to
pray. During that time, Oscar
accepted Christ into his heart.
With tears and confidence,
we separated that night, each
knowing that we were joined
by the love of God and in
community with each other.”
In the words of another
recent inmate, “I have
personally been lost for a very
long time. I've been in and out
of jail and institutions most of
my life. Now at 51 years old
I'm finally getting a grasp on my
life. And all of this is because
of the many services [JUST
provides] to us here at the jail.”
The Gospel of Luke records
that, when Jesus visited the
synagogue at Nazareth, the
reading for that day was from
the prophet Isaiah. “The spirit of
the Lord is on me,” Jesus read,
“for he has anointed me to bring
the Good News to the afflicted.
He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to captives, sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim a year of favor
from the Lord.” Then He rolled
up the scroll and said, “This text
is being fulfilled today even while
you are listening.”

JUST of DuPage offers this good news today to a segment of our society that is often forgotten.
For more information or to support JUST’s ministry, please visit www.justofdupage.org.
Story by Lisa Richmond
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Deacons:
A Brief Overview

T

he following is the first in a
series of articles relating to the
Deacon Affirmation Project,
which is a diocesan effort to
inform people on the formation
and education of deacons.
Saint Stephen, one of the
Church’s most revered saints, is
known as the first martyr. His
amazing and courageous witness
to Christ is recorded for us in the
Acts of the Apostles. In response
to the needs of a growing
community, Stephen was chosen
by the Apostles, along with
six others commissioned to be
deacons, to assist the Apostles in
their responsibility of ministry.
The Acts of the Apostles
recounts that the word of God
continued to spread as a result of
the service of these deacons.
This ministry of deacons
continues in the Church today.
But what is it, really? What does
the Bible tell us about the first
deacons? And where do we
look today to understand this
ordained ministry?
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IN THE BIBLE
The sixth chapter of the Acts
of the Apostles narrates the
events concerning the choice
of the first deacons. There we
notice that the appointment
of deacons was not a question
of an honor conferred upon
them – they were not chosen
based on their own desire to
be of service – but rather as the
Apostles’ response to a genuine
need of the people. The deacons
were chosen precisely to help
the Twelve (recall that Matthias
had been chosen to replace
Judas) in their responsibilities.
Stephen is named first, then
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas
(cf. Acts 6:5). The Scriptures,
however, offer us only an initial
perspective. As the Christian
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community grew, the church
remained flexible to respond
to the particular needs as they
arose. For a more complete
picture of the ministry of
deacon, we must look not only
to the Scriptures, but also to
the tradition as it developed
in the course of the Christian
community’s history. There
is no source more reliable for
understanding the role of the
deacon than the celebration of
the church’s liturgy – especially
in this case the sacramental
celebration itself of the
ordination of deacons.
IN THE CHURCH
Why do we look to the rite
of ordination to understand
what diaconal ministry means?
The answer to this is found in
one of the most fundamental
principles in Catholic theology.
For Catholics, sacramental
understanding comes from a
maxim developed in the 5th
century by Saint Prosper of
Aquitaine. He was a disciple,
perhaps the most significant
disciple of Saint Augustine, the
father of sacramental theology.
Saint Prosper developed the
principle that is often rendered
“Lex orandi, lex credendi.” (“The
law of prayer, the law of belief.”)
This means that the Church
says what she believes when she

prays. The Church herself tells
us what she means. So when
we want to understand what a
deacon is, we can look at what
the Church says in the Rites of
Ordination of Deacons.
The ritual is broken into
several parts, five of which
can teach us some important
aspects of the role and ministry
of deacons. The Liturgy of the
Word takes place as usual, with
the particular exception that
after the proclamation of the
Gospel, the Evangeliary (Book
of Gospels) is returned to the
altar. This is significant since the
altar itself represents Christ. The
Evangeliary on the altar thus
symbolizes the union of Word
and Sacrament. The Liturgy
of the Word is followed by the
Election of the Candidates, the
Promise of the Elect, the Litany
of Supplication, the Laying on of
Hands and Prayer of Ordination
and the Handing on the Book of
Gospels.
Let’s look at each of these
elements more closely.
Election:
No one ordains himself

“Election” in the church’s
parlance does not mean
what it does in the American
political system. Candidates
for ministry in the Church are
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“elected,” not by popular vote,
but by a process of formation,
scrutiny and discernment that
directly involves members
of the church. This is made
explicit in several ways. First,
the candidates do not ask for
ordination for themselves; they
are presented to the bishop in
the name of the Church: “Holy
Mother Church asks you to
ordain these men, our brothers,
to the responsibility of the
diaconate.” Second, the bishop
scrutinizes the request: “Do you
know them to be worthy?” The
response shows that ordination
is not made without serious
consideration: “After inquiry
among the Christian people and
upon the recommendation of
those responsible, I testify that
they have been found worthy.”
Third, the bishop makes clear
that ministry in the Church is
not simply a question of human
desire, but also of the power of
God: “Relying on the help of
the Lord God and our Savior
Jesus Christ, we choose these,
our brothers, for the Order of
the Diaconate.” And finally, the
people, too, give their explicit
assent: “Thanks be to God.”
The Promise of the Elect:
Fidelity and Service

In the presence of the people,

the bishop questions the elect
about their intentions to receive
ordination, to minister with
humility and charity as helpers
of the priests for the sake of the
Christian people, to be faithful
in proclaiming the mystery of
Christ not only in what they
say, but also in what they do.
Those called to the celibate
state are asked to do so out of
commitment to Christ for the
sake of the Kingdom and service
to God and the people. Notice
that the questions emphasize
the importance of fidelity to
the tradition of the Church and
service to others. The ritual
presents diaconal ministry not
as a reward, but as a mission to
help the bishop and presbyters
in ministry to the people. It ties
these aspects together by calling
the elect to conform their lives to
Christ as ministers of His Body
and Blood.
The Litany of Supplication:
Not by our power

Once the elect have promised
obedience to the bishop, he
invites the people to petition
God to “pour out the grace of
his blessing” on those to be
ordained. The litany implores
the intercession of the saints
as members of the Church
triumphant. The bishop gives

voice to his own reliance on
the power of God: “Lord God,
mercifully hear our prayers and
graciously accompany with
your help what we undertake
by virtue of our office. Sanctify
by your blessing these men we
present, for in our judgment we
believe them worthy to exercise
sacred ministries.”
The Laying on of Hands and
the Prayer of Ordination:
Bless these chosen ones

The most ancient gesture
of the ordination rite, the
imposition of hands, is
accomplished with the
bishop saying nothing (nihil
dicens). The silence signals the
significance of the moment;
we are speechless at the power
of God. The silence is broken
only by the voice of the bishop
who asks God, the giver of
every grace, who assigns every
order and office, to “draw near”
and give the elect what they
will need for faithful ministry.
The Handing On of the
Book of Gospels:
Practice what you teach

I noted earlier that the
Book of Gospels is associated
with the altar, since the altar
represents Christ Himself,

who not only spoke powerful
words, but also accomplished
our salvation in the total,
unreserved gift of Himself.
The newly ordained, vested in
the garments of their diaconal
office, return to the bishop
for the “traditio” – or handing
on of the Book of Gospels. As
each deacon receives the book,
the bishop says “Receive the
Gospel of Christ, whose herald
you have become. Believe
that you read, teach what you
believe, and practice what you
teach.” When this is concluded,
the bishop greets each one
with the fraternal kiss, echoing
the words of the risen Christ:
“Peace be with you.”
The rite of ordination
weaves together the needs of
the Church, the intention of
her ministers, biblical passages
and gestures to highlight the
deacon’s assistance to the
mission of the bishop and of
his priests.
Story by Father Douglas
Martis, a priest from the
Diocese of Joliet and the
director of the Liturgical
Institute and chairman
of the Liturgy and Music
Department at the University
of St. Mary of the Lake/
Mundelein Seminary in the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
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Standing in front of the Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet after they were ordained were Father Maciej Stelmach (third from left), while
Rigoberto Padilla was ordained as a permanent deacon (far right). Clive Otieno, Tom Dunn, and Michal Twaruzek were ordained as
transitional deacons (fourth, third and second from right). In the middle are Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel and Bishop R. Daniel Conlon.

The Path to Priesthood

M

aciej Stelmach has always wanted to
be a priest, so it was no big surprise to
friends and family that he stood in
front of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
during a Mass last month in which he
was ordained to the priesthood at the Cathedral of
St. Raymond in Joliet.
“I knew from the beginning I
wanted to be a priest,” he said. “I
don’t remember it, but what my
pastor and my mom were telling me,
I was repeating the gestures of a
priest when I was on my mom’s arm
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at Mass when I was about three or
four years old.”
A further illustration of his interest
was when he was a little kid, and
he attended a Mass that was part
of a Marian celebration. His mom
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was holding him, and, as everyone
around him was singing a litany, he
was crying. A woman approached his
mom and wondered why she was still
keeping her child there while it was
obvious he was tired.
He said his mom replied that he
wasn’t crying because he was tired; he
was crying because he couldn’t keep
up with the singing of the other people.
All this occurred in Poland, because
that is where Stelmach, 30, was born,
in Krakow. He is the youngest in his
family. He received his deep sense of
faith from his mom and grandmother.
(His father died when he was one.)
He became an altar server when he
was nine years old. He wondered if he
would end up being married because
he dated a female in high school. He
studied material engineering at Krakow
University of Technology, but, after
three years there, in 2006, he decided
to follow the call he was hearing to
become a priest.
After finishing his philosophy studies,
he entered Ss. Cyril and Methodius
Seminary in Krakow. And then, after
studying English for a year, he came

to the U.S. in August 2010 and began
his theology studies at Ss. Cyril and
Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake,
MI. Because there is a shortage of
priests in the U.S., after looking into
a few dioceses across the country, he
decided to request acceptance into the
Diocese of Joliet.
“I find the people more open here
than people in Poland and very
welcoming,” he said.
Although Stelmach is happy that he
is a priest now, he is also a little bit
anxious. “I am going to a new role,” he
said. “It’s going to be a totally different
life than I lived for 30 years.”
But having said that, he has been
waiting a long time to become a priest.
So his dream finally came true after
his ordination. Now, one of the biggest
things he looks forward to as a priest
is celebrating the Eucharist and the
sacrament of reconciliation.
“I want to serve people, and that is
the biggest role which I can do – to
bring them to Christ and to give them
Christ,” he said.
It’s not surprising that one of his
heroes is Saint John Paul II, who,

like Stelmach, is from Poland. In fact,
both attended the seminary in Krakow,
where Saint John Paul II later became
an archbishop.
“His example had the greatest
example on me,” he said. “He was a
missionary, and this helped me to make
the decision to go over to the [United]
States as a kind of missionary.”
His first assignment as a priest
will occur at St. Raphael Parish in
Naperville.
“My biggest hope is to be able to
help others,” he said.

I want to serve
people, and
that is the biggest
role which I can do
– to bring them to
Christ and to give
them Christ ..."

î P H OT O S B Y T I F FA N Y P Y L E

Story and photography by Carlos Briceño
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Things to Do
Wheaton Franciscans to Celebrate Jubilee
Anniversaries on June 28
The Wheaton Franciscans will celebrate a Jubilee anniversary
on June 28. The Mass will be held at 11 a.m., followed by
a reception at Our Lady of the Angels Convent, 26W171
Roosevelt Road, Wheaton. For more information or to
get directions, visit www.wheatonfranciscan.org or call
630.909.6600. Here are the names of those who will be
celebrating their years of service:
75 YEARS
• Sister Marie Francis Moson
70 YEARS
• Sister Mary Agnes Kloeppel
• Sister Marian Keeven
60 YEARS
• Sister Rosemarie Burian
• Sister Patricia Irr
• Sister Maureen Elfrink
50 YEARS
• Sister Sheila Kinsey
• Sister Dawn Capilupo
• Sister Beatrice Hernandez
25 YEARS
• Covenant Member Ann Kuhn
St. Mary Fun Run to be Held in Mid June
The first annual St. Mary royal fun run – a 5K/1-mile run/walk
– will be a chance to compete, enjoy the day with families and
be thankful for the ability to be active. It will be held on June
14 at 11 a.m. It starts at Plano High School and ends with a
post celebration at St. Mary School in Plano. The organizers
are looking for runners, walkers, and volunteers. Check
out their Facebook page at St. Mary Royal Run or contact
Gabrielle at glind2006@gmail.com. Or call St. Mary School
at 630.552.3345.
The Legion of Mary to Hold All-Night Adoration
for Priests
The Legion of Mary, Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary
presidium of St. Dominic Parish in Bolingbrook, is
sponsoring an all-night adoration event for priests in
celebration of the Feast of the Two Hearts from June
27-28. The night starts on June 27 at 7 p.m. with Mass
celebrating the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be following
the Mass at 8 p.m. and will conclude with Benediction
at 7:50 a.m. the next morning. Mass for the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary will follow at 8 a.m. There will
be prayer cards available with the name of a priest on
it who can be prayed for throughout the year. For more
information, call 630.903.3634.
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Theology on Tap to
Feature Speakers on
Various Spiritual Topics
This year, Theology on Tap –
a speaker series for men and
women, from 18 until 39,
both single and married – will
run from July 6 through the July 31 at various locations around
the Diocese of Joliet, including Aurora, Bourbonnais, Downers
Grove, Lisle, Lombard, New Lenox, Shorewood, and Wheaton.
The summer series will close out with a celebration of Mass
and a picnic at the Joliet Slammer’s game in August. For more
information and to see a complete schedule of the speakers,
visit the following website: www.dioceseojoliet.org/yam. Or
call Kevin at 815.221.6232 or email him at kodonnell@
dioceseofjoliet.org.

Catholic Mutual Announces Local Winners in Its
Safety in the Schools Contest
Catholic Mutual’s 3rd Annual Safety in the Schools Contest
recently concluded, and two Catholic schools in the diocese
were announced as winners.
The grand prize of $10,000 went to St. Jude School
in Joliet. Their entry was titled “Say Something,” an antibullying themed video written, produced, and acted by their
students. Different students spoke of various anti-bullying
messages with the stated goal to get those who are bullied
to “Say Something.”
St. Isidore School in Bloomingdale submitted a lighthearted
video with students of all grade levels singing various general
safety messages. At the end, the whole school – including
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Last Word

Guest of Our Souls

P

entecost occurs on June 8 this month, and as I
reflect on the Holy Spirit, I sense he is
sprinkling constellations of grace in the sky of
our souls, gracious guest that he is. When the
dust storms and droughts of life threaten,
the Spirit resonates with reassurance, and we are
calm again – as if worn-out, weary winter has
flown and is replaced by the promise of spring,
fresh and green, full of promise and hope.
The Holy Spirit is the fragrance of
God, scenting our days of doubt with the
aroma of wonderment and awe. When
we feel the urge to speak an unkind
word or think an uncharitable thought
about someone, we pause and become
aware we may be offending God. When
an unwelcome sadness intrudes, the
Holy Spirit catches our tears in the
î Image by jarekst©FreeImages.com
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chalice of his Love. If
anger bubbles to the
surface, threatening
our peace because we
were misunderstood, the
Spirit’s presence hovers,
cautioning, counseling and
consoling.
In the liturgy, the words, “Like a

dew fall,” seem to capture the Spirit’s
essence, tenderly settling on the
fortunate recipient of his love. Our task
is to absorb the dew and allow it to
nurture and strengthen us. He remains
at our side, gently telling us when
to write that note of thanks,
when a meal should be
made for a sick friend,
or which clerk at the
grocery store needs
a smile; so many little
things – such bountiful
blessings. As we waltz
to the Holy Spirit’s
wisdom, let us be
caught up in the dance,
so much so that perhaps
we no longer hear the music,
just the Spirit’s love whispers – that
still, small voice waiting to be heard.

Story by Beverly Fournier, a parishioner at Holy Family Parish in Shorewood

A $10,000 check was presented by James R. Wright (far right) of the Catholic Mutual Group to Sister Cecilia Joseph, OP, (Left)
principal of St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet.

teachers, staff, many parents and parish clergy – concluded
the video with their rendition of SAFE St. Isidore. St. Isidore

will receive one of three runner-up prizes of $500. This is the
second year St. Isidore has won a prize.
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St. Boniface,
Monee
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