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his spring my seminary classmates are celebrating the 40th anniversary of their ordination
as priests – their anniversary, not mine. In truth, I have no ordination “class,” since I was
ordained a year and a half after my classmates, by myself.

After years in the seminary, after wanting to be
a priest since I was seven years old (when my
uncle was ordained a priest), I got cold feet just
a few months before the scheduled date of my
ordination in 1975. I wasn’t sure if the priesthood
would measure up to my expectations. I wasn’t
sure that the priesthood would be truly fulfilling.
Those 40-year-old thoughts go through
my head from time to time as I celebrate the
sacrament of confirmation. What is the attitude
of the typical 13- or 14-year-old Catholic at the
moment of confirmation? (In the Diocese of
Joliet, confirmation is commonly celebrated in the
eighth grade.) Maybe there isn’t much thinking
going at all. Young adolescents aren’t notorious
for deep self-reflection.
No doubt many teenage Catholics would see
only the rules, the rituals and the moral demands
of our faith. So do many adults. Actually, rules,
rituals and moral demands are hardly insignificant.
Imagine our civic life without its laws, customs
and social mores. So the rules, rituals and
moral demands that pertain to our faith life are
important. They just may not be very exciting to
a 14 year old (or a 40 year old, for that matter).
Here’s the thing: there is so much more
potentially to our faith life than rules, rituals and
moral demands. These elements are what we
encounter on the surface. They represent the
minimum of what belonging to a social organism,
the Church, in this case, requires. But there is
open to us a much deeper level of involvement
and, as a consequence, a greater measure of
fulfillment.
Marriage, I think, is similar. Certain basics are
required of two married people. What a big
difference, though, if the spouses really invest
themselves in the partnership. Conversely, what a
disaster if a spouse is only looking to satisfy him
or herself or wants to get by with the minimum
investment.
Many Church members, whether 14 or 40, come
with a consumerist attitude: What’s in it for me?
I was not too far from that point of view in my
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last year of seminary. What turned things around
for me?
Already ordained a deacon, I was assigned to
work in a parish. Investing myself in the lives of
people, using my talents to serve the Lord, and
pretty much forgetting about myself, I was able
to develop a much deeper spiritual life. I began
to realize that the priesthood was not something
being given to me for my personal fulfillment. It
was a gift for me, yes, but one that was given for
the enrichment of others and for the building up
of God’s Kingdom on earth.
I didn’t need to be thrilled every day. Everything
did not need to go my way. If some of the rules
seemed stupid, or the rituals were boring or the
moral demands hurt, well, there was so much
more beyond them. Like a thrilling ride at the
amusement park, I couldn’t really fathom the joy
until I surrendered myself to the possibilities God
could make real for me.
Being joined to Christ in His Church is for every
member of the Christian faithful, clergy or lay,
young or old, an invitation to a dynamic life made
possible by the Holy Spirit. In fact, if we tried to
create the “perfect” church, we would end up
shortchanging ourselves.
Our Blessed Mother’s expected life path
was radically altered by the angel Gabriel’s
announcement that she was to be the mother of
the Savior. She responded, “Be it done according
to thy will.” I would like to think that this response
did not reflect primarily shock or blind obedience
but mostly enthusiasm over a whole new future
made possible by God.
For centuries the Church has listed the seven
gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding,
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of
the Lord. As I confer the sacrament of confirmation
on so many of our seemingly unenthusiastic
young people, and as I witness the flagging faith
of so many adults, I am convinced that the Holy
Spirit also offers the gift of imagination. There is
so much more, if we would only be open to the
possibilities of God’s grace in our lives.

ESPAÑOL
del O B I S P O

E

sta primavera mis compañeros del
seminario

están

celebrando

el

40

aniversario de su ordenación como

sacerdotes – su aniversario, no el mío. En
verdad, no tengo "clase" de ordenación porque
fui ordenado un año y medio después de mis
compañeros, solo.
Después de años en el seminario, después de
querer ser un sacerdote desde que tenía siete
años (cuando mi tío fue ordenado sacerdote), me
entraron los nervios unos meses antes de la fecha
de mi ordenación en 1975. No estaba seguro si el
sacerdocio sería a la altura de mis expectativas.
No estaba seguro si el sacerdocio podría ser
verdaderamente satisfactorio.
Esos pensamientos de hace 40 años pasan por
mi mente de tiempo a tiempo cuando celebro el
Sacramento de la confirmación. ¿Cuál es la actitud
del típico joven Católico de 13- o 14-años en el
momento de la confirmación? (En la diócesis de
Joliet, confirmación comúnmente se celebra en el
octavo grado). Tal vez no hay mucho pensamiento.
Jóvenes adolescentes no son muy conocidos por la
auto-reflexión profunda.
Sin duda muchos católicos adolescentes verían
sólo las reglas, los rituales y las exigencias morales
de nuestra fe. Igual que a muchos adultos. En
realidad, reglas, rituales y exigencias morales son
casi insignificantes. Imagina nuestra vida cívica sin
sus leyes, costumbres y costumbres sociales. Así
que las reglas, rituales y las exigencias morales que
pertenecen a nuestra vida de fe son importantes.
Puede ser que no son muy emocionantes para un
joven de 14 años (o a una persona de 40 años).
La cosa es así: hay mucho más potencial en
nuestra vida de fe que las reglas, rituales y las
exigencias morales. Estos elementos son lo que
encontramos en la superficie. Representan el
mínimo de lo que pertenece a un organismo social,
la iglesia, en este caso, y lo que requiere. Pero se
abre para nosotros un nivel mucho más profundo
de la participación y, en consecuencia, una medida
mayor de cumplimiento.
El matrimonio, creo, es similar. Ciertos
conceptos básicos se requieren de dos personas
casadas. ¿Qué gran diferencia, sin embargo, si los
cónyuges realmente se invierten en su relación.

Por el contrario, un desastre si un cónyuge está
solamente buscando satisfacer él o ella misma o
quiere obtener solamente con la mínima inversión.
¿Muchos miembros de la iglesia tengan 14 o 40
años, vienen con una actitud consumista: lo que
está ahí para mí? Yo no estaba muy lejos de ese
punto de vista en mi último año de seminario. ¿Qué
cosas cambiaron para mí?
Ya ordenado a diácono, fui asignado a trabajar
en una parroquia. Invirtiéndome en las vidas de
las personas, usando mis talentos para servir al
señor y prácticamente olvidarme de mi mismo,
fui capaz de desarrollar una vida espiritual mucho
más profunda. Comencé a darme cuenta que el
sacerdocio no era algo dado a mí por mi realización
personal. Si, era un regalo para mí, pero que fue
dado para el enriquecimiento de los demás y para
la edificación del Reino de Dios en la tierra.
No necesito ser feliz cada día. No era necesario
que todo siguiera mi camino. Si algunas de las reglas
parecían estúpidas, o los rituales eran aburridos
o si las exigencias morales me dolían, pues había
mucho más allá de ellos. Como un emocionante
paseo en el parque de diversiones, realmente no
podía entender la alegría hasta que yo mismo me
rendí a las posibilidades que Dios podía hacer real
para mí.
Siendo unido a Cristo en su iglesia es para todos
los miembros de la fe cristiana, clero o laico,
joven o viejo, una invitación a una vida dinámica
hecha posible por el Espíritu Santo. De hecho, si
hubiéramos tratado de crear la iglesia "perfecta,"
acabaríamos restando a nosotros mismos.
El camino de vida que esperaba tomar nuestra
Santísima madre fue radicalmente alterada por
el anuncio del ángel Gabriel que ella debía ser la
madre del Salvador. Ella respondió, "Sea hecho
conforme a tu voluntad." Me gustaría pensar que
esta respuesta no reflejaba principalmente shock
u obediencia ciega pero sobre todo entusiasmo
sobre un futuro nuevo hecho posible por Dios.
Durante siglos la iglesia ha enumerado los siete
dones del Espíritu Santo: sabiduría, inteligencia
consejo, fortaleza, ciencia, piedad y temor de Dios.
Cuando concedo el Sacramento de la confirmación
de muchos de nuestros jóvenes aparentemente
poco entusiasmados, y cuando soy testigo de la
fe de la conveniencia de muchos adultos, estoy
convencido que el Espíritu Santo también ofrece
el regalo de la imaginación. Hay mucho más, si sólo
estaríamos abiertos a las posibilidades de la gracia
de Dios en nuestras vidas.
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Hay mucho
más, si sólo
estaríamos
abiertos a las
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de la gracia
de Dios en
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LOCAL
NEWS
FATHER JOSEPH BUTTERS DIES

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
offers a blessing during
the mid-April grand
opening of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul’s
latest thrift shop
in Joliet.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL OPENS
A NEW THRIFT STORE IN JOLIET
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) held a grand
opening in mid April for their new thrift shop in Joliet at 1820
W. Jefferson Street, the site of the old Aldi. Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon presided over the grand opening and blessing of the
new store. The current SVDP thrift shop, at 307 N. Chicago St.,
Joliet, will remain open.
The seven SVDP thrift stores throughout the diocese provide
good quality clothing, housewares and furniture at low prices
so that needy families can shop with dignity. SVDP thrift stores
give away approximately $238,000 in free clothing, housewares
and furniture to friends in need in the diocese every year, leading
to great bargains and treasures to be found there.
“Proceeds” from the sales at these thrift stores go into a general
assistance fund, where volunteers groups or “conferences” at
various Catholic churches help needy families with rent, mortgage
or utility assistance. There are currently 41 SVDP conferences at
parishes throughout the diocese.

Father Joseph Butters died on April 23. He was 75.
Joseph Butters, born on April 18, 1939 in Kankakee
to Edward L. Butters and Lenora Gray Butters,
was baptized at St. Rose Church in Kankakee. He
attended St. Rose Parish Elementary School and St.
Patrick Central High School, both in Kankakee.
Having completed studies at Holy Cross Seminary,
LaCrosse, and St. Procopius Seminary, Lisle, he was
ordained to the priesthood on May 22, 1965, at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet by Bishop Martin
D. McNamara and was assigned to St. Liborius
Parish in Steger. Subsequent assignments as an
assistant included St. Patrick Parish in Momence
(1967) and St. Liborius Parish in Steger (1974).
Father Butters was named the first full-time
pastor of Sacred Heart Mission in Hopkins Park
(1968), then of St. Mary Parish in West Chicago
(1977). Subsequent pastorates include: Assumption
Parish in Ashkum & St. Joseph Parish in Crescent
City (1980); St. Joseph Parish in Bradley (1985);
St. Mary Parish in Mokena (1995). Father Butters
ministered at St. Patrick Parish in Seal Beach, CA,
from 1997 until his retirement in 2005.
In addition to his pastoral responsibilities, Father
Butters served as a member of the Personnel Board
(1990–1994); as consultor (1976-1980; 1980-1984;
1989-1994); and as dean of Ford Iroquois Deanery
(1982-1985). He also served as vice-chair of the
Presbyteral Council.
Father Butters’ concern for social justice showed
itself when he and another priest of the Joliet Diocese
marched in Selma. As the volunteer fire chief for
impoverished Hopkins Park, he kept his ham radio on
full-time so as to always be on call for emergencies.
Because of his position as chief, he was able to obtain
needed firefighting equipment for the community.

SVDP thrifts shops are located at:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

90 W. Lake Street, Addison, IL (630.628.9008)
1014 N. Farnsworth Avenue, Aurora, IL (630.820.5370)
105 N. Kennedy, Bradley, IL (815.932.2203)
1427 N. Division Street, Morris, IL (815.942.9288)
307 N. Chicago Street, Joliet, IL (815.722.1140)
1820 W. Jefferson Street Joliet, IL (815.729.4585)
213 Main Street, West Chicago, IL (630.562.4801)

For home donation pick ups please call SVDP at
630.231.4658 or email saintvincentdonate@gmail.
com. For more information or to volunteer, call SVDP at
630.293.9755 or email them at svdpjoliet@sbcglobal.net.
Visit the website at www.svdpjoliet.org.
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BISHOP CONLON TO INSTALL NEW
OFFICERS FOR THE SERRA CLUB
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon will install the new
officers of the Serra Club at St. Petronille Parish
on June 15. The evening will begin at 6 p.m. in the
church with the recitation of the rosary and Mass
celebrated by Bishop Conlon. After the Installation,
dinner will be served in the Parish Hall with Bishop
Conlon as speaker. The Serra Club is an organization
supporting vocations to the priesthood and religious
life. To find out more, or to make a reservation for
dinner with Bishop Conlon, contact Joann Carr at
carrgeojo@gmail.com or call 630.665.0994.
Local news continues on page 22
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Serving in the Diocesan Curia for 25 Years

A

pproximately 25 years ago, Bishop Joseph Imesch appointed two women in key positions in the
diocesan Curia: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF, as chancellor, and Sister Sharon Marie Stola, OSB, as
the diocesan director for the Office of Divine Worship and Catechumenate. At the time, women
were rarely seen in those prominent positions within the diocesan hierarchy. The two women are
still in those positions, and the magazine is commemorating this fact by including the reflections
of two priests who know them.

ister Sharon has been devoted to the
education of adults and young people
throughout her career. When Sister
Sharon was appointed director of the Office of
Divine Worship, I was director of the
catechumenate in the office. I had already
known her for many years and recognized she
would help to bring a renewed spirit to liturgical
formation and liturgical practice throughout the
diocese. She has brought with her the pioneering
Benedictine desire to truly make the Sacred
Liturgy the “summit and font” of the Church.
(Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, n.10)

S

Even before she began
her work as director of the
Office of Worship, Sister
Sharon was engaged in
liturgical catechesis in parish
ministry and was a member
of the Diocesan Liturgical
Commission.
During the past 25 years, she has successfully
worked to implement new sacramental ritual
books, and in particular the Third Edition
of the Roman Missal. Sister Sharon is highly
regarded nationally, serving as a regional
representative and member of the board
of directors of the Federation of Diocesan
Liturgical Commissions. In her “spare” time,
she has taught in the Rensselaer Program of
Church Music and Liturgy at St. Joseph College
in Indiana. More recently, she was local chair
of the National Meeting of the Federation of
Liturgical Commissions in 2014.
I am very grateful for her support and
guidance to me and for the Diocese of Joliet
during these 25 years. Congratulations, Sister
Sharon, on this milestone.
- Story by Father Christopher Groh, the pastor at St. Mary
Magdalene Parish in Joliet.
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n the not too distant past, it seems that job stability was
viewed as being very important. Nowadays, moving from
job to job is practically expected to happen. However, I am
very privileged to know and work with Sister Judith A. Davies,
OSF, who has served as the chancellor of the Diocese of Joliet for
the past 25 years. She is the epitome of stability. I first met Sister
Judith when she was coordinating the Second Synod of the
Diocese of Joliet in 1988-89. At that time, I was working in the
Tribunal and our paths did not cross that much at all. In 1990, Sister
Judith was named assistant chancellor for the diocese and then as
chancellor the following year, the first woman to serve in this
capacity in our diocese. Having been named as moderator of the
Curia in 1990, I began to work closely with Sister Judith and quickly
began to appreciate her competence, wisdom, and patience.

I

Competence is greatly needed by a chancellor.
It seems that almost every possible issue related
to the Church, and probably otherwise, is laid at
the feet of a chancellor, who must be ready to
address whatever question or matter is presented
to her. I have always found Sister Judith to be
most capable of responding knowledgeably and
accurately to the issues which are proposed to her.
Wisdom is more than a matter of possessing knowledge for a
chancellor. Sister Judith is often called upon to give advice and
counsel to the bishop. This holds true for the many priests, deacons,
religious, and lay people who contact her on a daily basis. It is not
simply a matter of quoting Church dogma or teachings. It often
entails offering guidance in addressing the particular concerns
which people have. In this regard, Sister Judith is most insightful.
Patience is indeed a virtue, and a chancellor must possess it to the
utmost. It is not uncommon for Sister Judith to respond to people
who are upset or angry about matters which have nothing to do
with her personally, but pertain rather to a parish or the Church
at large. People can be quite difficult, and Sister Judith responds
with patience and kindness, and in so many instances people have a
sense of peace having spoken with her.
It is indeed a privilege to work with Sister Judith, and I sincerely
congratulate her as she celebrates 25 years in the office of chancellor
of the diocese.
- Story by Father Joseph Tapella, the diocesan judicial vicar for the Office of the Tribunal.

STORY AND
PHOTOGRAPHYBY

Maggie Snow

... He made it a
daily ritual to ask me
if a room was available
... This showed me that
he had a great desire to
be housed and have a
room of his own.

A Better Place

M

your faith
C AT H O L I C
CHARITIES

disabled men. Participants in this program
live in an independent setting and receive
case management services. Matthew was
eager to take part in this program.
Jacqueline Clarke, permanent supportive
housing case manager, noticed Matthew’s
enthusiasm even before he entered the
program. “I remember how every time I
entered Shepherd’s Table (the soup kitchen
at Daybreak Center), after Matthew was
told he might be considered for the
program, he made it a daily ritual to ask
me if a room was available,” she said. “This
showed me that he had a great desire to be
housed and have a room of his own.” Soon,
a room did become available, and Matthew
moved in.
Matthew smiles describing his new
living space, “It’s the biggest room!” He’s
still working hard to maintain his good
mental health and continues on a path
for self-improvement, including learning
how to budget his money effectively. In the
meantime, he’s doing very well. “I’m in a
much better place,” he said.
Looking ahead, Matthew’s case manager
believes that his future looks bright.
She said, “Matthew still has a ways to go
before he becomes self-sufficient, but if he
continues to participate in the program as
he has done, he will get there.”

atthew, 34, is known for his big smile and gentle spirit. He makes
friends easily and is always generous with those he cares about.
Unfortunately, by the time Matthew arrived at Catholic Charities’

Catholic Charities, Diocese of

Daybreak Center homeless shelter in August 2013, he had been struggling through

Joliet, provides alternative

a very difficult period of his life. After an unsuccessful attempt at staying with

housing programs throughout

relatives, he was living on the streets.

the Diocese of Joliet. These
programs provide shelter to

With a diagnosis of paranoid
schizophrenia, Matthew’s life presents
many challenges. During his 20s, Matthew
had a fiancé, and the couple had four
children together. However, as the years
passed, Matthew’s mental health struggles
started interfering with his daily life. By the
time he became homeless, Matthew had
lost touch with his family and had run into
legal troubles.
It was clear to the staff at Daybreak
Center that Matthew’s mental health
needed to be professionally addressed in

order to keep him safe. They connected
him with services through the Will County
Health Department as they witnessed
his situation deteriorating. As a result,
Matthew was placed on medication that
has helped stabilize him.
After Matthew’s health improved, staff
at Daybreak Center determined that he
would be a good candidate for their New
Beginnings permanent supportive housing
program. New Beginnings is located within
Daybreak Center and provides a safe living
environment to chronically homeless and

eligible individuals and families
who are homeless or at-risk
of homelessness. Alternative
housing programs are designed to
maximize the participant’s selfsufficiency. To learn more about
New Beginnings and the other
alternative housing programs
offered by Catholic Charities,
please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
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ASK THE
PRIEST

SOME THOUGHTS FOR

AFTER PENTECOST

“T

he love of God has been poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us” (Rom 5:5). The charity of
Christ was poured into our souls in baptism. If we
live in grace, love will make a permanent dwelling
in us. Charity is love which unites and abides.
Charity is love without absence; it is love which
possesses the beloved; it is joyful love.

Love
is
most
clear
when it consoles. Love is
simultaneously a beggar and an
alm. Beggar, because it cannot
be consoled until the beloved
is present. Alm, because it
can cure any and every type
of wound. In order to prepare
ourselves to receive Trinitarian
Charity, let us recognize that we
lack perfect charity. We must
recognize ourselves as sinners
who love little and give little
space to charity in our souls.
The first fruit of the
Holy Spirit is charity. The
fruits of the Holy Spirit are
supernatural joys that are
freely given in order to console
us in our path toward God.
To climb the mountain of the
Lord is a difficult endeavor,
because it implies learning
how to love, how to be loved,
how to be love itself. True
love – that is, charity – does
not fluctuate according to
our attitudes or dispositions
or the daily back-and-forth.
You who live the sacrament
of matrimony know that
sometimes we have to decide
to love our spouse. Even if our
spouse is a saint, sometimes
we still have to choose to love
them. Other days, it is easy
to love them, because we
have accustomed ourselves to

8
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love. To accustom ourselves
to love, this is the goal of our
baptismal promises. “I choose
you. Even if at times I do not
like you, I choose you.” In
this way, love is much bigger
than we are and it invites us
to grow to its size. Love does
not want to become small as
we are. Love wants to make
us grow large, as He is large.
In baptism, the charity of
Christ – that is to say, abiding
love – was poured into our
souls. If we abide in the grace
of Jesus Christ, charity will
abide in us. Charity is love
that abides and unites; charity
unites us to Christ and viceversa. The Lord Jesus delights
in making His abode in your
soul. His joy is to live with
you, in you and through you.
But even this is not enough
for God. It is not enough for
Him to take joy in your soul.
He desires that you rejoice in
Him who rejoices in you. God
desires that you rejoice in the
Divine Presence. The divine
delight lives in you, so that
you delight in His life. Charity
is the supernatural virtue by
which God dwells within
you. Charity is also the fruit of
the Holy Spirit by which you
rejoice in His Divine Presence.
Love Himself makes us

more capable of love. To
chose love means to love with
greater ease. To chose love
means to receive Love. To
chose love means to delight
in the Divine Love. He who
loves – that is, he who permits
charity to live within – this
is the person to whom come
the Father and Son. Where
there is the Holy Spirit, there
is also the Father and the Son.
Where there is charity, there is
the Holy Spirit. Where there
is charity, there is the Father
and the Son. Ubi caritas et
amor, ibi Deus est! Only charity
can make the Divine Trinity
present “because God is love”
(I Jn 4:8). Moreover, the Holy
Spirit is that substantial love
which is so profound and rich
that it is, in fact, a person.
Perhaps you ask, “I have been
baptized. We receive charity at
baptism. Why is it so difficult
to love? Why so difficult to
experience the Divine Love?"
We are men, which means
that we are weak. It is very easy
to fall into one of two traps.
The first trap is to expel
Divine Charity, preferring a false
terrenal love, an anti-love. “The
flesh lusts against the spirit and
the spirit against the flesh. Both
struggle against the other, and
because of that, you cannot do
all the good which you desire”
(Gal 5:17). The first trap is
to delude oneself, believing
that one can arrive at the True
Love with a sentiment or some

This fruit of the
Holy Spirit, the fruit
of charity, permits
us to rejoice in the
presence of God in
our souls."

STORY BY

Father Michael Pawlowicz,
a parochial vicar at
St. Mary’s Parish in
West Chicago.

carnal passion. “If I allow him
to do this, then he will love
me …” Lust is not so much a
sin because it is misdirected
love. Lust is a sin because it
denigrates true love, because it
treats the great name of ‘love’ for
such a frivolous thing.
The second trap is that we
place the charity received at
baptism in some closet in
the soul. “I’ll place you in the
corner, this is your place.”
Thus, we treat love like some
undomesticated animal. We
try to domesticate love, but
we are the ones who must be
domesticated by it. When we
try to domesticate love, we
harden our hearts, we become
insensible to love. True charity
is a vicious warrior: it either
conquers or retreats, but
it never allows itself to be
conquered. This is the trap
that makes charity turn cold
and tepid. It is also the trap
experienced by so many of
our youth. They receive the
sacraments, then return to
their families, friends and
schools, which do not teach
them how to choose love.
This fruit of the Holy Spirit,
the fruit of charity, permits
us to rejoice in the presence
of God in our souls. Beg the
Holy Spirit today that you may
experience the consolation of
rejoicing in Divine Love so
that you may rejoice in the joy
of the Father.

STORY BY
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The Poor Clares:

A Cloistered Life of Prayer

T

he Poor Clare Colettine nuns at the
Annunciation Monstery in Minooka
are cloistered sisters, and that means
limited time is spent outside the monastery
walls. (For instance, the sisters can see
their family four times during the year, and
can go to out on special occasions that are
necessary, such as visiting the doctor when
they are ill, or voting.) Most of their time is
spent in prayer.

The founder of the order is Saint Clare of Assisi,
who ran away from her home as a teen-ager to join the
community of friars who followed St. Francis of Assisi.
Her parents did not want her to live a life of poverty, but
she was dedicated to it and a life of holiness, which led
to her decision to become a nun. (She was later joined
by her sister, Agnes, who also later became a saint.) Saint
Clare later founded a monastic religious order dedicated
to the Franciscan tradition of poverty and prayer.
The day for the Poor Clares starts early: they are up
at around 5 a.m., and their praying begins a half hour
later. The day is full of different time periods where they
pray the Divine Office, also known as the Liturgy of
the Hours, which is the official set of prayers, such as
psalms supplemented by hymns and readings and other
prayers, that mark and sanctify the hours of the day.
“Realizing the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, is
alive and well only to the degree that her members are
united with their Head in lives of prayer and penance,
the Poor Clares consider it their privilege to pray the
Liturgy of Hours,” said Mother Dorothy Urschalitz, the
abbess. “It is the Church’s main endeavor to pull out
the richness of the liturgical year of grace from Holy
Mass into the hours and minutes of each day. Thus,
the seasons, feasts and solemnities of the Holy Church
following the earthly life of her founder become for our
Catholic faith the living realities released and united to
the eternal worship of almighty God in heaven.”
The Poor Clares’ morning also includes attending
Mass and Eucharistic Adoration. The nuns’ day also
include doing work at the monastery eating meals
together, listening to spiritual tapes or reading spiritual
books and doing the rosary. They usually are in bed by
9 p.m., but then wake up at 12:30 a.m. to pray, before
going back to sleep in order for their day to start again at
5 a.m., said Mother Urschalitz.
“Each sister gradually makes her own this awesome

treasure of the Triune God with the Church,” she said.
Her advice for someone wondering if the religious life
is for them is simple: the person has to dedicate regular
time to prayer and spiritual reading. And the person has
to be willing to give of herself.
“If you are willing to let go, God gives it all back, but
on a different level, on a supernatural level,” Mother
Urschalitz said. “And that disposition is what you are
after. It is no surprise that our holy mother, Saint Clare,
urges us [to] place your mind before the mirror of
eternity; place your soul in the brightness of His Glory.
Miracles then happen, and we discover His presence and
His blessings in everything that exists from the drop of
dew on the early morning grass to the shafts of color in
the sunset to every human face.”
For more information or to find out about a possible
vocation, go to http://poorclaresjoliet.org/.

The Year of
Consecrated Life
was announced
last year by
Pope Francis.
It began during
the First Sunday
of Advent
during 2014
and will end on
Feb. 2, 2016.
In the months
ahead, the
magazine will
be celebrating
the year with
articles focusing
on consecrated
life.
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Wasting Time
with the Lord
This Summer

D

uring a recent break from
school, the sisters and I
watched a movie that was
set in the 1960s. The main character,
Pamela, travels from her hometown in
England to Los Angeles. She boards
the airplane for the transatlantic flight
and settles down for the journey. A
quick scene change soon conveys that
Pamela has reached her destination
and is suddenly surrounded by the
American culture. The scene shows
people everywhere, quickly moving
toward their destinations with not a
minute to waste, amidst a flurry of
activity and constant noise. Pamela
stands frozen, taking in the scene,
a far cry from her peaceful abode
across the ocean.

A few years ago, upon my arrival back into
the U.S. after an extended time in a foreign
country, I had a very similar experience.
I stepped off the airplane and carefully
maneuvered through the crowded airport. I
was struck by the busyness, frenzy, and lack
of peace that that surrounded me, an intense
snapshot of the American culture.
Hard work, efficiency, autonomy, and
productivity are good virtues. In one sense,
they have helped countless families pursue
and find the American dream. At the same
time, these qualities can, as with anything
in life, be taken to the extreme. St. Thomas
Aquinas, a great Dominican theologian,
teaches that virtue lies in the middle, between
excess and defect. Has the American culture
defined itself by the excess of these qualities?
It seems this might be the case.
Our days, months, and years are best
ordered with balance: times for hard work
and productivity and times for relaxation. As a
religious sister and a principal, my day is filled
with meetings, planning, teaching, working
on projects, etc. At the same time, there are
times set apart for prayer and community. The
same is true in family life: there is time for
10
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work and time for play. The great temptation,
however, is to allow the all-consuming work
that drives us upset the natural balance of life.
This temptation is very real in any vocation:
family life, religious life, and priesthood.
Summer affords us extra time to reestablish balance in our lives. These sunny
months in the middle of the year are a good
time to re-evaluate and re-establish balance.
Has the frenetic pace of life stolen our peace?
Only in Jesus can deep and lasting peace
be found. This summer is the perfect time to
take stock of our spiritual life. Why not use
these days to “waste time” with the Lord?
Here are a few ways we can do this during the
summer months:
1. Just “be”: We delight in spending time
with those we love: our children, our spouses,
our close friends, etc. We need this time to
re-establish and deepen relationships. Don’t
worry about filling the time with a myriad of
activities. Just be. Take time to slow down and
listen. This “wasting time” is an act of love for
the other. Plan a day at home with nowhere
to go. Don’t be afraid of the down time or
the silence. This quality time with family
may be just what we need to strengthen our
relationship with each other and with the Lord.
2. Visit an Adoration Chapel: Numerous
chapels for Eucharistic Adoration can be
found across the Diocese of Joliet. As we need
to “just be” with our family, the same applies
with the Lord. Try setting aside a specific time
each week to commit to prayer; or perhaps
simply stop by as you pass a church. For most
of us, summer affords us extra time. Why not
give some of that time back to the Lord who
waits for us? A few locations where Adoration
Chapels can be found include St. Jude

(Joliet), St. Isaac Jogues (Hinsdale), Visitation
(Elmhurst), St. Mary Immaculate (Plainfield),
and Sacred Heart (Lombard).
3. The rosary: Going on a hike or a long car
ride? Or even a short walk around the block?
Don’t forget to have a rosary in your pocket.
This simple prayer can be prayed anywhere
at any time. There are even recordings or
podcasts of the rosary being prayed aloud that
can help in our own personal prayer, as we
listen and pray along. The quiet and familiar
rhythm of the rosary can also be a great tool
when children need to be still and refocus!
4. Spiritual reading: Sitting by the pool
this summer? Why not bring along a spiritual
reading book, a wonderful tool that can help
us grow in our faith? For starters, I would
recommend authors such as Archbishop J.
Peter Sartain, Father Robert Barron, Dr. Scott
Hahn, Father Jacques Philippe, or Matthew
Kelly. Or maybe the life of a saint, or a
compilation of saint stories, such as “Faces of
Holiness” by Ann Ball.
5. Visiting a shrine: If you are traveling,
consider visiting a shrine or a church.
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York and
the National Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C., are must
sees! There is much history in our beautiful
places of worship across the country. Closer to
home, the Mother Cabrini Shine (Chicago);
the Shrine of St. Thérèse (Darian); the Shrine
of Our Lady of Guadalupe (LaCrosse, WI);
and the Shrine of Christ’s Passion (St. John,
IN) are wonderful day trips.
Will we respond to this challenge to “waste
time” with the Lord this summer? I know
I will! The Lord is waiting to shower His
surprises and His peace upon us.

STORY BY
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Sister Cecilia
Joseph, OP,
a member of
the Dominican
Sisters of
St. Cecilia and
principal of
St. Jude
Catholic School
in Joliet
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Father John Welch, O.Carm.

Hallmarks of Holiness: Saint Teresa of Avila

T

his year, 2015, is the 500th anniversary of the birth of
Saint Teresa of Avila, one of the great guides in Christian
living. St. Teresa traced her journey with God in her book,
The Interior Castle. It is a story of a soul journeying from the outskirts
of a crystal, global castle through its many suites of rooms, or dwelling
places, to the center where the king dwelled. Teresa is writing about an
interior life of prayer and her deepening relationship with Jesus.
Along the way she identifies characteristics which indicate the journey
is going well. Among these “hallmarks” of growing holiness are: a
deeper humanity, a wider freedom, and a greater generosity.

Deeper humanity
Teresa insists on taking seriously the humanity of Christ. Look at
Him, she demands. He will teach us about our humanity. She said,
I cannot know you, Lord, unless I know myself, but I cannot know
myself unless I know you. In other words we will come to know
who we truly are only in relationship with the Lord. Seeking our
identity anywhere else is a fool’s search.
At times in the history of spirituality the Biblical mandate to lose
oneself was interpreted to mean to disparage oneself, to reluctantly
acknowledge one’s humanity but to give it little consideration.
Being human presented a problem rather than a promise. But
the Gospel mandate to lose oneself was actually a challenge to our
inclination to be self-centered, overly self-involved, and unaware of
the needs of our sisters and brothers.
Teresa reminded her sisters of their humanity. Prayer never gets so
rarified, she said, that we do not need the Gospels and the liturgy of
the Church. We are human, and we go to God in a human way. She
encouraged the use of pictures and statues because these physical
objects capture our senses and open us to the Divine Presence in life.
Her lively and engaging personality was an expression of a humanity
which only deepened as her union with the Lord matured.
Wider freedom
A subtle change takes place in the life of one who increasingly
trusts in God’s presence and love. Compulsive actions and
obsessive concerns diminish. Instead of relying on outside sources
of validation, such as achievements and possessions, the person
maturing in spirituality takes cues from “within.” An interior life of
awareness and prayer is a necessity. As God emerges at the center of
one’s life, the lesser gods on the periphery diminish in power.
Saint Teresa identified times when she experienced a growing
freedom of spirit. When beginning her work of founding Carmelite
communities of women, initially, Teresa was deeply hurt by
criticism. She also was pained by praise. But she grew to a point
where neither criticism nor praise affected her. She was able to
look at both with a certain detachment. Her attitude became, if
criticized, it was no more than she deserved; if praised, and God
was praised as well, then she accepted it. She was free of having to
emotionally respond and be disturbed by the comments of others.

Greater generosity
A growing interior life of prayer and reflection demands an
outer expression.
The maturing Christian realizes he or she has a responsibility
to use God’s gifts for the sake of others. We do not go to God
alone; ours is not a pilgrimage of one. Teresa teaches that the only
way we will know we love God is through the love expressed for
neighbor. As we become more available to God, we become more
available to our brothers and sisters in service.
Teresa’s sisters were complaining that their cloistered lives
gave them little opportunity for generous service. She challenged
them. She said it is no good dreaming of grand projects when the
opportunity to serve one another is right in front of them. She
reminded the women that God does not judge the greatness of
what we do, but the love with which we do what is possible. Teresa
said to them, and says to us, Don’t build castles in the air! Let our
Christianity find practical, effective expression.

The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa,
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1647-52
DI OCESEOFJ OL IET.ORG
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CO V E R S TO R Y B Y
Marisa Tompkins, a parishioner at
St. Joseph Parish in Downers Grove
P H OTO S B Y
ginamichelleimages

Life
is a

Gift
The story of my daughter, Emily,
begins much like any other very
wanted child. We had two boys
and wanted to try one more time
to have a baby. I had gone through
three miscarriages previously, and
after that heartbreak we decided
that this was our “last try” before
being content with two children.
We were thrilled to find out in
August 2013 that we were pregnant
again, and as the weeks went
along, we had a strong heartbeat
and were filled with hope that this
pregnancy would last.
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Christ is our Hope | June 2015

I was 36 years old at the time, and due
to being over 35, my obstetrician suggested
taking a new DNA sequencing blood test to
rule out any chromosomal abnormalities. I
hadn’t done any pre-natal testing previously
and wasn’t planning on it with this pregnancy,
but trusted my obstetrician and went ahead
with the non-invasive blood test. One
week later the results came back, and we
were shocked to find out that, at 13 weeks
pregnant, our baby was diagnosed with
Trisomy 21, Down Syndrome.
The weeks that followed were filled with
grieving and coping with the idea that the
child we expected was going to be very
different than what we had planned. Once we
dealt with our feelings and came to terms with
our “new normal,” we started to feel excited
and hopeful again. It was never an option
to not have this baby; this was a precious,
God-given life inside me, and my job was
to nurture and protect her. I reached out to
Down Syndrome support groups and the
outpouring of love and support was amazing.
So we went along, and I began enjoying my
pregnancy again, anticipating meeting our
sweet new baby. We couldn’t wait!
Apparently, Emily couldn’t wait either.
On Jan. 14, 2014, my water broke, and I
was only 26-weeks, six-days pregnant. We
were terrified. It was way too early, and we
had no idea what to expect. I was able to
hold off labor for another week with bed rest
and constant monitoring, but at 28 weeks
labor began in earnest. I ended up having
an emergency C-section, and our beautiful
daughter was born. It was eerily quiet in the
room; she didn’t make a sound and was tiny,
only two pounds, one ounce, but she was
breathing on her own. I was amazed at how
beautiful and perfect she was. She looked
exactly like a newborn, just in miniature. It
was at this moment that I became even more
passionate about protecting innocent human
life. I had always been pro-life, but now I had
the realization that perfect babies just like
Emily, often just a few weeks younger and
perfectly healthy, are being callously aborted
every day. Being faced with the challenge of
such a premature baby, Down Syndrome
didn’t matter much to us much anymore. We
just wanted our baby to live.
Emily amazed us from the start. She was a
fighter! She was so strong, breathing room air
from the beginning, never needing a ventilator.
I was finally able to hold her for the first time
on day three, and it was an amazing moment.
Every day we did what is called “kangaroo

care,” where the nurses put her on my chest, Syndrome means.
I will tell you what Down Syndrome means.
so that we could have skin-to-skin contact. I
spent hours every day holding her this way, Down Syndrome made us look in the mirror
and studies have shown premature babies and think about what kind of people we were
self-regulate, grow and thrive as a result of this and what we stood for. Down Syndrome
skin-to-skin contact with their mothers. I also quickly gave us a new perspective about what
pumped breast milk every two-three hours, is most important in life. We have grown in
and she was given this through a feeding sensitivity, empathy and awareness of what
tube. We had some hard days in the intensive truly matters. Suddenly, material things
care unit; some days Emily would be doing don’t mean much, and relationships mean
great, and others all the monitors would be everything. My husband and I are closer than
going off, and her heart rate and breathing we have ever been, and we are better people
would be too fast, or too slow. It was a roller- and a better family because of Emily. We know
coaster of emotion every day, always hoping that Emily will face more challenges than the
average child, but so what?! What is
for good news and sometimes not
life about anyway? It is about
getting it. Our biggest scare was
learning and growing and
Emily suffering a brain bleed,
"...
challenging yourself. We
which we knew could lead
This was a
love Emily fiercely, and
to cerebral palsy. After a
with every milestone
few weeks, we were able
precious, Godshe reaches, we feel
to rest easier knowing
given life inside me,
like we have won the
that she would have no
and my job was
lottery! She has two
long-term effects from
to nurture and
doting brothers who
this bleed.
can’t get enough of her
We witnessed so much
protect her."
and who will learn lessons
in the intensive care unit –
in character that I could never
so many tiny babies struggling
teach them, purely because Emily
to survive, and the incredible
is their sister. There is so much beauty
work of the nurses and doctors working
tirelessly to keep these babies growing and in a hard-won challenge, and there is endless
thriving. It was an incredibly humbling beauty in our life with our precious Emily.
Emily came home on March 19, 2014, after
experience to have a baby so prematurely
and literally be at the mercy of others caring spending 57 days in the intensive care unit.
for her. We also witnessed suffering there; We have never been happier than the day
we saw parents whose babies were born at she finally came home. She has continued
to grow and thrive and is a very typical baby,
24 weeks, just barely able to survive.
We also witnessed miracles: one tiny actually my easiest one! She has a delightful
baby in particular had been there for seven personality, very sweet and good-natured, but
months, born just shy of 24 weeks. I watched she is also very feisty! Emily loves to be held
this sweet little boy finally go home, which and loves to cuddle and literally just wants to
made his parents very elated. What a victory! be close all the time. She is now an active one
We felt so blessed that Emily was doing year old, very curious about her world, and
so well and that our biggest challenge was starting to crawl everywhere. We think back
prematurity and a little thing called Down to how things were one year ago and what a
Syndrome. Often babies born with Down journey it has been. We are so very blessed.
Syndrome can have multiple physical She has made us realize that life is so precious
challenges, such as heart defects and and such a wonderful gift.
gastrointestinal issues, and no one can predict
with certainty what challenges a child born
For those people who want to learn more
with Down Syndrome may have. Actually, no
about Down Syndrome or learn how to
one can predict how any child will do or what
get plugged into various support groups,
challenges a child may have – just give a child
contact Marisa Tompkins at
a chance at life and see! Emily surprised us by
 Mtompkins1276@gmail.com
and check out the following sites:
literally having none of those extra physically
challenges. In my eyes, she was perfect. I
National Association for Down Syndrome
shudder wondering how many other babies
 www.nads.org
were like Emily, but were aborted because of
National Down Syndrome Society
fears of the unknown or fears of what Down
 www.ndss.org
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Four Men Ordained as
Priests in the Diocese
Here are four thumbnail sketches about the men who
were ordained as priests at the Cathedral of St. Raymond
in Joliet on May 16 at a Mass presided over by Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon.

Paul Solomon
What Paul Solomon is looking forward to
the most when he becomes a priest is being a
“bridgebuilder” between God and people.
“That reality, that priests, in a special way,
are in the person of Christ and continue the
ministry of Christ on earth,” he said, “and that means what you
do is to connect God with His people and God’s people with God.
There is no more beautiful thing I can imagine myself doing.”
He added that a role model for him to be a bridge builder is St.
Paul, who was like what he wants to be – “a man of faith, but a man
who is personable and can relate on a human level with others.”
Solomon first felt called to the priesthood when he was 12 years
old. He was going to school at his home parish school, Ss. Peter
and Paul, and, one day, while serving at daily Mass, he looked at
the stained-glass window of Christ the King in the choir loft. He
felt a movement in his heart and a voice speaking to him, softly
saying, “Come, follow me.” He interpreted the voice as the Lord,
14
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calling him to the priesthood.
In 7th grade, he traveled to Mundelein Seminary to find out more
and was inspired by the seminarians there. They were joyful and
holy, he said, and he wanted to be like them. He went to Naperville
North High School, where he made sports a priority, and then
during his junior year, he returned to participating in Eucharistic
Adoration again and went to the sacrament of reconciliation.
During his senior year, he made a trip to St. John Vianney
Seminary in St. Paul, located on the campus of the University of
St. Thomas. He prayed after Mass there, and he heard the same
voice he had heard seven years earlier that said “Come, follow me.”
“The four years at St. John Vianney Seminary were some of the
best of my life,” he said.
In 2011, he left to study in Rome at the Pontifical North
American College. As a seminarian, the three things he learned the
most were about himself (his fears, how he prayed, what brought
him the most joy); about Christ (who He is and who He called
Solomon to be); and the Church (the people of God).
One of his heroes is Saint Philip Neri, whom Solomon referred to as
one saint as a “tireless preacher of the Gospel. He did so with such joy.”
Clive Otieno
Clive Otieno, born in Nairobi, Kenya, first
thought about becoming a priest when he was
around five years old. His parish priest was the
inspiration.
“He was an old guy,” Otieno said. “He looked
like Santa Claus. He was very kind and would stop by my pew to say
hello every Sunday. I thought, when I grow up, I want to be like him.”
At the end of his high school years, he felt the desire to pursue

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

Carlos Briceño

the priesthood. In particular, he was interested in becoming a
missionary. He felt drawn to the Consolata Missionary community,
but after several years, felt he needed to live independently and
take a break. So he took several jobs in the banking world. But he
still felt the call to become a priest, this time with the Glenmary
Home Missioners community in the U.S. He spent several years
ministering in rural places, such as Appalachia.
But he felt a little lost there after a while and felt called to
diocesan ministry. He joined to be one of the seminarians in the
Diocese of Joliet in 2012 because he had relatives who lived in
the vicinity of the diocese and also because he felt closer to the
students who were part of the diocese when he was studying at St.
Meinrad Seminary.
He said one of his biggest inspirations in becoming a priest was
the nuns he’s known as a child and, later, the nuns he’s worked
with over the years as a missionary. He also remembers a priest
who belong to the Consolata Missionaries, Father Matthew, “always
inspired me to trust in God and to trust in Jesus,” Otieno said.
But, he added, his parents were also big inspirations, too.
“They were my first teachers,” he said. “My mom was very
generous. She always taught me to go to church and how to pray.
My father was a hardworking person and a very generous person.
I learned generosity from parents.”
Thomas Dunn
Thomas Dunn first felt the call to the
priesthood while he was studying at Southern
Illinois University.
“I started praying, asking God what He
wanted to do with my life,” Dunn said. “Shortly
thereafter, I started having thoughts about the priesthood. As a
child, I really wasn’t thinking too much about becoming a priest.
It wasn’t on the radar.”
After he graduated from college in 2007, he moved to Oregon,
where he accepted a position at a senior center helping to run its
Meals-on-Wheels program. That is when
he started to become confident that God
was calling him to enter the seminary,
and, after applying at the Diocese of
Joliet, he was accepted as a seminarian.
“I would say that the biggest reason
I was able to answer the call was the
simple fact that my family went to Mass
on Sundays,” Dunn said. “My mother
and father encouraged some prayer in the
house. We didn’t pray extremely much.
We prayed every evening before dinner
and before we went to bed. My parents
had given me the gift of faith. They taught
me the faith. Therefore, I knew that God
was a true God. It was a slow awakening.”
He said one of the things he’s looking
forward to as a priest is celebrating the
Mass and the sacraments, especially the
sacrament of reconciliation.

“To be part of Christ’s mercy is very appealing,” Dunn said. “To
be an instrument of Christ’s mercy and forgiveness is very exciting.”
He appreciates his seminarian education because, through it, he
learned how to surrender to Jesus, a God who is not only personal
but present, he said.
“I’d say the biggest thing I’ve learned in the seminary is how to
have a relationship with Jesus through prayer,” he said.
In the end, Dunn said he doesn’t think there is anything
particularly special about himself.
“Who knows why God calls a particular person, and we believe
He does,” he said. “I feel very much that I’m here because of God’s
grace. And that’s it. I don’t have a particularly awesome story, or
a remarkable journey. God called, and I’m thankful that people
helped me, and people were there in my life for me to respond to
God’s call and to do this.”
Michal Twaruzek
Michal Twaruzek was born in the central part
of Poland. It was around the age of 17 that he
first felt the stirrings to become a priest.
“There have been many things that
influenced it, but in my opinion it was the
example of the great priests I have met in my life, especially the
example of Father Eugeniusz, the pastor of my home parish,”
he said. “His holiness, devotion to Mary and the people of God
made me want to be like him.”
After graduating from high school, he was admitted to the
Seminary of Gniezno, where he studied philosophy and theology for
six years. After his graduation from there, he moved to the Seminary
of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Krakow, Poland. This seminary is
part of the Polish Seminary in Orchard Lake, MI. In Krakow, he had
the opportunity to complete the Pontifical University of John Paul
II, where he received a master's degree in theology. After a year of
preparation in the Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Krakow, he was
able to come to the United States. He visited several dioceses, but the
Diocese of Joliet felt like home because of
the “great hospitality” he received here so
he became affiliated as a seminarian with
the diocese.
“The most important lesson I have learned
in the seminary was the importance of
holiness of my personal life,” Twaruzek said.
He added that what he looks forward to
the most as a priest involves the Eucharist.
“It has been my dream for many years
to be able to take the host in my hands
and act 'In Persona Christi' ('In the Person
of Christ'),” he said, “and so, through the
words of consecration, make it the Body of
Christ and give it to the people of God as
their food for the journey to the holiness.”
 During the Mass, the four men lie
prostrate as a symbol of laying down
their lives for Christ.

15

your story
CHRISTIAN
LIFE

LIVING A
24/7
CHRISTIAN LIFE
All of us are called to a witness of life,
wherever we are called to live that out.
Three principles of the spiritual life apply
to all of us, whatever our particular call,
and help us live a unified, purposeful life as
a disciple: humility, stewardship, and a life
lived in balance. These give us a framework
for living out our vocation 24/7. They are
the basis for the witness of life that speaks
louder than any words.

These principles come from the
Rule of St. Benedict, a document
which goes back some 1,500 years
and is the basis for the Benedictine
monastic communities around the
world. The rule is very short, able to
be read in one sitting. Benedictines
read part of it every day. You may
wonder how such an old document
designed to set up a monastic
community can have relevance to a
modern, married, lay person. The
answer is that St. Benedict knew the
human heart inside out. His rule
gives us a guide for seeking God in
our daily life.
St. Benedict knew the importance
of work in life. Many people know
the Benedictine motto: ora et labore
(pray and work). St. Benedict
required his monks to work in an
age when most work was done by
slaves. His rule creates a community
bound by mutual service: members
work to supply the necessities
not only for the community but
for any one, especially the poor,
who come to the monastery. To
keep the community functioning,
he emphasizes humility in each
member and requires good
stewardship of the monastery’s
goods. He set up a pattern of life
that balanced the need to work,
pray and rest.
The Benedictine principles act
as guidelines for living a disciple’s
life. They guide us in the path of
holiness and help unite our spiritual
and our daily lives.

HUMILITY

The modern world may
not value humility, but
it surely hates the opposite: pride
or self-importance. In fact, there
is a new word for people being
falsely humble: the humblebrag.
“So stressed, no social life with
my new business going so well!”
There are Twitter sites devoted to
collecting these from celebrities,
such as this one from Stephen Fry:
“Oh dear. Don't know what to do
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STORY BY

Christine Fletcher, a professor
of theology at Benedictine
University in Lisle.

at the airport. Huge crowd, but I'll miss
my plane if I stop and do photos... oh
dear don't want to disappoint.” One of the
latest forms uses the word “blessed,” as
in, “So blessed to have this exciting new
relationship!”
We live in a media world of celebrity
where people compete to be
the best known, the most
important, the one with
the most followers.
Magazines alternatively
praise and mock those
they “celebrate.” And
some of the celebrities
believe their own
publicists. We identify
those people by the phrase
that turns a celebrity (or
anyone who uses it) into a
figure of mockery— “Do you know
who I am?” Our world has recognized
the problem of pride and self-conceit and
knows how much it harms relationships.
It just isn’t sure what to do about it.
When we see things in the light of truth,
we realize that all is gift: our life, our
talents, our family, our goods. God pours
His love over us in countless ways, but
we need to have the eyes to see it. When
our self-worth is grounded on God’s love
for us, we can see our accomplishments
as our gift back to God. As we pray and
meditate on God’s Word, we realize that
He is abundant, superabundant love, an
everlasting fountain of good things. We no
longer see love as a zero-sum game that
requires God to love someone less if He
loves me more. This frees us sinners to see
the face of Christ in everyone we meet,
and God’s hand in the creation which
surrounds us. Instead of seeing ourselves
as masters of the universe, we see
ourselves as the servants of all, as Christ
told us to be at the Last Supper.
This is truly revolutionary and
has real impact in the world. A wellknown researcher, Jim Collins, wrote
about humility in the Harvard Business
Review, naming it as one of the defining
characteristics of a Level 5 leader. He
describes the difference between Level
4 and Level 5 leaders with an analogy

of the mirror and the window. When
you ask Level 4 leaders about their
success, they speak of their own talents
and dedication and insight (the mirror).
When you ask them about problems,
they talk about their team members not
being up to the job, or about the bad
economy (the window). Level 5
leaders, on the other hand,
attribute their success to
the people around them,
(the window), and any
failures to themselves
(the mirror). This kind
of leadership arises
from deep within the
heart, it isn’t a technique
learned in a workshop and
tried out for a quick fix.
Humility can do away with
much of the financial pressure we
are under. As laity in the world, we do
need to provide for our needs and take
prudent decisions not to become a burden
on others. But, we are not called to spend
our money on ever bigger houses, cars,
and more and more stuff to prove how
successful we are. Humility can free us
from that rat race, which means we can
live the next principle, stewardship.

STEWARDSHIP

We live in a consumer
culture, convinced
that we can buy our way to happiness.
The world is waking up to the problems
with that lifestyle and trying to make
some changes. Catholics gave up fasting
on Friday, now environmentalists
encourage meatless Mondays. A sharing
economy of bartering and handing on
goods is developing alongside the normal
consumer pressures to buy and buy and
buy some more. We are conflicted and a
long way away from our frugal ancestors’
creed of use it up, wear it out, make it do
or do without. That phrase has become
a rallying cry for the new movement of
thoughtful consumption. The Catholic
Agency for Overseas Development
(CAFOD) has a great way of expressing it:
Live simply so that others may simply live.
Living a lifestyle of simplicity was the
mark of not only of the early Christians

and monastic communities. St. Benedict,
writing his rule, wanted to follow the
practice of the early Church, depending
on God and each other for necessities and
curbing the desire for goods. St. Benedict
can help us get a grip on our out-ofcontrol desires.
Humility is necessary to show us
we don’t need stuff to give us status;
stewardship guides us in managing what
we do need and shows us how much
excess we have in our lives. When we
commit ourselves to living simply we
find that we can practice Benedict’s third
principle, a live lived in balance.

A LIFE LIVED IN BALANCE

Discipleship gives us real freedom. We no
longer need the McMansion, ever newer
and bigger cars, or more and more things.
This means we no longer need to work
every hour God sends. We have time for
rest, re-creation, family and community.
A life lived in balance harmonizes our
needs for people and solitude, abundance
and fasting, work and rest. People come
first, and we have time to develop our
relationships. This is of crucial importance
to our own health and the health of our
society.
Ora et labora – prayer and work. This
motto is as relevant to us today as it was
to the first monks. This is how we live our
vocation as disciples 24/7.

Fletcher is
the author of
24/7 Christian:
the Secular
Vocation of the
Laity, a recently
published book
that is available
on Amazon.com
or from Liturgical
Press. The story is
excerpted from her
book.
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F E AT U R E

SPIRIT

TRUTH

A Decade of Adoration

I

n 2005, a young woman by the name of Cori Miles had a vision. It
was to bring something to Illinois that would engage a demographic,

young adults, which the Church did not have a lot to offer to enrich their
faith lives. Just prior to learning about Spirit & Truth – a community of
Catholic young adults who want to experience Christ and the Church
through Eucharistic Adoration and fellowship – Cori had been introduced
to Eucharistic Adoration, and it was instrumental in reigniting her faith.
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“As a young, single, 20-something
year old, I was struggling finding a social
group within the Church that truly fed my
faith and at the same time offered great
friendships,” she said. “When I learned
about Spirit & Truth, and that it was a
young adult group centered on Eucharistic
Adoration, I knew this is what I had been
looking for.”
She approached Father Burke Masters,
the diocesan director of vocations, and
the two went to work on building the
ministry. “I was excited about this ministry
initially for two reasons: it was encouraging
Eucharistic Adoration, and it was an
opportunity to work with young adults,”
Father Masters said.
Spirit & Truth provided a great chance
to bring young adults into relationship
with Christ through worship of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament, study of Church
teachings, discussion of Sacred Scripture
and celebrations of Catholic traditions,
all while forming a community of great
relationships through quality fellowship.
The group struggled to get rolling at
first, and both Father Masters and Cori
wondered if this was the right ministry that
God had wanted them to present to the
young adults in Illinois.
“To be honest, when Spirit & Truth first
started my goal was quite simple: that the
Lord would help me find enough people
who were interested to start a group with
me,” Cori said. Eventually things would
turn and Spirit & Truth would evolve into
the “place to be” for young adults, especially
in the Diocese of Joliet. The group would go
on to plan a yearly retreat titled Source and
Summit, which was led by Cori and other
young adults. The retreat was set up to
be focused around Eucharistic Adoration,
which offered healing to many. Later on
the group would also add a special night
of praise, worship, and great fellowship
called Wide Open Worship, in which all
the Spirit & Truth groups come together
for one night. Cori and Father Masters set
the foundation for something that would
change the lives of many young adults.

STORY BY

Jason Novak, the director
of youth and young adult
ministry at St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish in Naperville

Ten years later, Spirit & Truth is striving
to stay true to its original founder’s ideas,
by getting young adults to adoration. There
are currently three active groups and one
additional one in the works that meet
weekly. The active groups are all
located within the boundaries
of the Diocese of Joliet. On
Tuesday nights there is
the Naperville Spirit
& Truth community
that meets at 7 p.m.
at St. Elizabeth Seton
Parish. On Thursday
nights there is Spirit
& Truth of Plainfield
that meets at St. Mary
Immaculate Parish at 7
p.m. And then on Friday
nights there is the Lisle Spirit
& Truth group that meets at St. Joan
of Arc Parish at 7 p.m.
All three groups stick to the same format
which was established back when Spirit
& Truth began. Weekly gatherings start
with a presentation on a topic or teaching
about the Catholic faith, then adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament with worship
music, followed by fellowship at the end
of the night. Again, with the focus being
on adoration of the Eucharist, this allows
people the opportunity to listen to God and
can even help in discerning their vocation.
Several people have met their spouse at
Spirit & Truth – Cori, the founder, being
one of them – and several others have gone
on to join the seminary.

It is clear that young adults throughout
the diocese, as well as some surrounding
dioceses, are thirsting for the Eucharist.
The groups have shifted to new parishes,
members and leadership have changed,
but there has been one constant to
hold the group together: the
Eucharist. Ten years is a
long time for anything
to exist, especially
a ministry geared
toward one specific
group. The impact
it has on people is
life changing. As one
regular member put
it, “I have been part
of the Spirit & Truth of
Illinois community since
2008. It was very refreshing to
me because I met so many people on
fire for the Lord and the Catholic Church. I
have made lifelong friends, and my prayer
life really was changed by being able to
meet Jesus Christ eye-to-eye in the Blessed
Sacrament on a weekly basis.”
On a personal level, Spirit & Truth has
played a big role in my own life. I was
invited and went to a weekly gathering
back when the group was meeting at St.
Jude in Joliet back in 2008. I had no idea
what adoration was, nor did I have any
real desire to go to a young adult meeting
where faith would be discussed. I was at
a point in my life where faith and religion
were not exactly top priorities. It was
basically packaged as a “date night” by
It was very
refreshing to me
because I met so many
people on fire for the Lord
and the Catholic Church. I
have made lifelong
friends, and my prayer life
really was changed by
being able to meet Jesus
Christ eye-to-eye in the
Blessed Sacrament on a
weekly basis.”

my then girlfriend, now wife, Melissa. I
remember not speaking much aside from
the introductions and then wandering to a
dark space in the back of the church during
the adoration. I was promised we wouldn’t
stay the whole time once adoration started,
but soon I felt myself praying intently just as
everyone else was. In what seemed like just
a few minutes, the 45 minutes of adoration
were over, and I was hooked. Melissa and I
started attending regularly and began to get
to know many great friends.
In setting the lineup of events for
this summer, as the new Spirit & Truth
coordinator, it is exciting to say we have
been planning the 10th-annual Source
and Summit Retreat with Jim Pach, Larissa
Pena, Shannon Webster and Liz Morris,
all of whom are fellow individual group
coordinators. The theme for this retreat is
“Anchored in Hope.” The 10th installment
of this young adult-led retreat will be held
on June 26-28 at Techny Towers in Techny,
IL. The retreat includes Mass, adoration,
witness talks from young adults, small
group conversations, time for fellowship and
personal reflection. Topics for the weekend
will include Being Anchored in Hope, Called
to the Single life, Holy Dating, Spiritual
Warfare, and presentations on Padre Pio. It
is a great chance for a renewal of faith and
to meet peers on similar faith journeys. We
have recently booked Father Thomas Loya,
the pastor at Annunciation of the Mother of
God Byzantine Catholic Parish in Homer
Glen, to be one of our guest speakers, with a
few others in the works.
Wide Open Worship is still in the early
stages of planning, but it will be held on
Aug. 14 at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Lisle.
More specific details will be out after the
Source and Summit Retreat. We are also
exploring more options for social and
service events. To stay connected to what we
are planning, check out our website, www.
spiritandtruthillinois.org. If you have any
general questions about Spirit & Truth or are
interested in bringing this ministry to your
parish, contact me, the Illinois co-ordinator,
via email at jnovak.ym@sbcglobal.net.
DI OCESEOFJ OL IET.ORG
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RETIREMENT

What’s your fondest memory
of being principal?
The joyfulness of every morning opening the
Scriptures for the children, either choosing the
reading or the Gospel of the day, and having a
discussion of what Jesus is calling them to by that
reading. And the children’s reaction to my doing
this. I love the mornings when I do that for the
children. They learn the liturgical year and the
saints of the day. The children were reverent every
morning when I did this.

When you started there,
what were some of your hopes?
I was a student myself here. I think I came into
a school that was excellent academically. It had
high morality. But what I wanted was to make it
really innovative and exciting. I wanted to come
up with programs where the children would love
to come to school.

What do you think your
biggest accomplishment was?

St. Joan of Arc
Principal Retires after
50 Years of Service
STORY BY

Mary Beth Sobolewski

O

n June 6, Sister Carolyn Sieg, a member of the
Benedictine Order of Nuns, will retire as principal
of St. Joan of Arc in Lisle after 50 years of service
there. A 4 p.m. Mass on June 6 will occur in which she
will be honored, with a reception to follow in the gym for
those who want to wish her well.

As a native of Lisle, she was very familiar with the
school growing up. She was one of seven children,
and she attended St. Joan of Arc school and then
later Sacred Heart Academy. She was so taken by
the Benedictines who taught at the schools that she
entered the community as a teenager. She later got
an undergraduate degree in education from St. Mary
of the Woods and a master’s in administration from
St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. She taught in schools in Fort Worth, TX,
Chicago and Cicero. At the age of 26, after several years of teaching at
St. Joan of Arc, she accepted the job as principal there. At the age of 75,
she has decided it’s time to pass the torch to another principal.
Two parents who are familiar with her were invited to give their
reflections on her years at the school (see next page), while Sister
Carolyn herself was interviewed with her thoughts on the school she
loves so much.
20
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I think it was the innovativeness of the
curriculum. We were able to create programs that
stand out that makes our school distinct. The
multimedia center where the children learned to
recognize that technology is beyond computers.
This started 20 years ago. The children go live
broadcast every Friday using cable television for
a news show. Think of how visionary we were 20
years ago.

What are your feelings now,
as you are retiring from there?
I have a total passion for Joan of Arc. I can
remember my parents taking me to school here. I
am leaving with such a profound love for St. Joan
of Arc and am totally at peace that I have done
the very best I can. I feel one of the successes of
my administration has been that I’ve never been
satisfied. That I have always wanted to continually
improve the school or add to the dimensions
of the school. On this journey, I’ve never seen
anything as a problem. We have challenges. I’m
leaving bittersweet. I know it’s time for me to
leave, but at the same time I’m leaving a job that
I love to come to. I’m hoping that the charism I’ve
left Joan of Arc will continue.

What’s next for you?
I have said yes [to the diocesan Catholic
Schools’ Office] to mentor new principals. I have
a passion for excellent administrators.

It is with great pleasure that I share my
sentiments about Sister Carolyn Sieg and
what she has meant to both my family and
me personally. As the principal of St. Joan
of Arc, one of the largest in the diocese, she
commands the respect of her colleagues, the
esteem of her teachers, the approval of the
parents and the admiration of more than 500
children she is responsible for each year.
I have had the privilege to know and work
with Sister Carolyn for over 24 years in the
capacities of school parent, school board
member and various committees. It has been
my privilege to have her intimately involved
in the academic, spiritual and emotional
growth of my five children, ages 13 to 29.
Sister Carolyn truly puts the “pal” into
principal, especially in the elementary grades
of preschool-5th grade. While it is more
customary for the principal of a school to
be the dreaded disciplinarian, Sister Carolyn
achieves obedience and compliance to rules
through positive reinforcement, doling
out small tokens for good work and effort.
Children line up for a special treat: a trip to
the principal’s office with every graded test
in reading and math. “Way to go!” “I am so
proud of you!” or even “I know you’ll try
harder next time” are her words that inspire

these children to work toward their potential
and take pride in their accomplishments.
“God loves you” and “I love you” are the
messages sent to these lucky children.
In the junior high grades, Sister Carolyn
provides a sense of stability and guidance
during the time of a child’s life that is
sometimes met with resistance and conflict
as the child begins to experience their inner
sense of self. Her high expectations of them
encourage kids to live up to these standards
and also create their own. She believes that
expecting anything less would be doing them
an injustice. Discipline issues are handled
promptly, firmly, effectively and lovingly,
remembering that children sometimes stray.
She has assumed many diverse roles
during her lengthy tenure as principal of St.
Joan of Arc. He roles include chief fundraiser
(she is not afraid to ask for donations!);
enrollment coordinator (she personally
escorts every new family around the school);
and creative genius (including the success
of both gifted and supplemental learning
programs). As the incarnate innovator, she
is on the forefront of the wave of technology
and strongly believes in giving children the
tools needed to excel and the best teachers
to guide and instruct them.

I would be remiss if I did not mention
the primary reason most families choose
St. Joan of Arc for their children. Sister
Carolyn promotes a faith-first education,
where every classroom is guided by belief
in Jesus Christ and His teachings. The
Beatitudes are the cornerstones of Sister
Carolyn’s administration, and our rich
Catholic teachings are interwoven in the
school day, permeating throughout every
academic subject. Prayers are said aloud
three times every day, sacraments are
celebrated and Friday all-school Masses are
paramount in importance.
Due to the diligence of Sister Carolyn,
my children have had the best in education,
prepared fully to excel in high school and
highly selective colleges. Their Catholic
belief system, rooted in our home, has been
taught, reinforced and valued in a nurturing
and loving atmosphere. They have had every
opportunity to grow in love and faith and
become responsible, caring stewards. They
have been given both deep roots and wings
to fly when the time is right.
What more can I ask as a parent? To thank
Sister Carolyn! She will be missed more than
you can imagine!

In 1995, my husband, Marty, and I had a
very serious conversation. Our oldest, Jack,
was almost five. We were living in Park
Ridge. We were about to begin kindergarten.
Where were we going to raise our children?
Where would they go to school? We knew
we needed to move so they would go to
Benet Academy in Lisle for high school.
(Marty and I both went to Benet and loved
our Benedictine formation.) But which
Catholic grade school would they attend?
We realized we were already late to the
dance! In 1995, all of the Catholic schools
in DuPage County had a waiting list. We
wanted to be close to Benet. St. James: full.
St. Mike’s: full. St. Joan of Arc: full.
Miracle of miracles: we got into St. Joan
of Arc! I don’t know how. I never asked. We
were very grateful!
Twenty years later, my gratefulness has
increased tenfold. In watching my six
children grow, mature, and matriculate, I
have come to see the blessings that Sister
Carolyn Sieg and St. Joan of Arc have had
upon my children’s lives.
Each morning over the announcements,
Sister Carolyn reads the Gospel of the day

and encourages the children to do their best
and reminds them of the tasks at hand. Altar
servers then leave to serve the Lord. Student
tour guides confidently and proudly show
their school to serve others. All students
begin their day with a charge to work to the
best of their ability.
The Benedictine credo of Ora et Labora
is prominent at St. Joan of Arc. Run by the
Benedictines since its inception, St. Joan of
Arc has reinforced in my children a work
ethic that we hoped for, one that God has
willed for them.
My Jack is now 24 and in law school at
Indiana University. His love for the written
word and of all learning was encouraged at
SJA. In kindergarten, Jack learned that good
work was rewarded by a visit to Principal
Sister Carolyn! A life lesson was learned! My
next five, fell into line, working hard and
striving to do their best at SJA, and hoping to
receive a visit to Sister Carolyn too.
At St. Joan of Arc: Love of reading is
encouraged by always having your book at
the ready for downtime. Public speaking
is encouraged through early reading at
Mass and over announcements. Love of

technology and language are cultivated
through early introduction to computers and
Spanish. Social confidence is fun through
dance class in junior high. Calmness during
standardized testing is promoted through
repetition and healthy attitudes and habits.
Love of God is encouraged every day
through Faith Families, weekly Mass, and
daily prayers.
All of these programs, insights, and
nuances have been stirred into being at SJA
by Sister Carolyn. It is hard to separate St.
Joan of Arc from her, as they are synonymous!
She has poured her life’s work into SJA for 50
years. That is really hard to wrap your arms
around. Fifty years of work, sweat, love and
prayer... for my children!
We have all been blessed. We will have
been at SJA for 21 years when Marty
graduates next year.
We are so very thankful to Sister Carolyn
and to SJA and to the Benedictines for helping
to mold our children into the image and
likeness of God. God bless you, Sister Carolyn!

- Story by Mary Beth Sobolewski

- By Sue and Marty Garvin, proud parents of Jack,
2004; Elizabeth, 2006; Brian, 2008; Nora, 2009;
Caroline, 2013; and Marty, 2016.
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NEWS
continued from page. 4

A SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CATHOLIC YOUTHS
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE FAITH
Totus Tuus is a week-long “parish mission” for
Catholic youth entering grades 1st through
12th where seminarians and college students
proclaim the Gospel and promote the Catholic
faith. Totus Tuus seeks to inspire in young people
a true longing for holiness, a deep desire for daily
conversion, and an openness to their vocation
by constantly challenging them to give themselves entirely
to Christ through Mary and by continually strengthening their
prayer lives in imitation of her. For more information, go to
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ttjoliet/. The schedule for the
summer is as follows:
WEEK 1:

June 13-June 19

W E E K 2:

June 20–June 26

WE E K 3 :

June 27-July 3

W E E K 4:

July 11-July 17

WEEK 5:

July 18-July 24

WEEK 6:

July 24-July 31
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1. St. Michael, Wheaton
2. St. Paul the Apostle, Joliet
3. St. Dominic, Bolingbrook
4. St. Dennis, Lockport
5. St. Paul, Peotone
1. St. Patrick, Yorkville
2. St. Ann, Channahon
3. Sacred Heart, Lombard
4. St. Francis, Bolingbrook
5. Ss. Peter and Paul, Naperville

1. Holy Trinity, Westmont
2. St. Jude, Joliet
3. Immaculate Conception, Gilman
4. St. Mary, Mokena
5. St. Francis Xavier, Joliet

1. St. Anthony, Frankfort
2. Corpus Christi, Carol Stream
3. St. Peter, Itasca
4. St. Pius X, Lombard
5. Assumption Church, Coal City

1. St. Martin of Tours, Kankakee
2. St. Mary, Minooka
3. St. Liborius, Steger
4. St. Joan of Arc, Lisle
5. St. Mary Immaculate, Plainfield

1. St. Matthew, Glendale Heights
2. St. Joseph, Manhattan
3. Visitation, Elmhurst
4. St. Mary, West Chicago
5. St. Joseph, Downers Grove
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NEW PRIEST ASSIGNMENTS 2015
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon has made the following
appointments, which will be effective on June 24,
2015:
PASTORS:
•F
 r. Thomas Cargo as pastor of St. Anne & 		
St. Ambrose, Crest Hill
• Fr. Raed Bader as pastor of Assumption, Ashkum &
St. John the Baptist, L’Erable
• Fr. John Hornicak as pastor of Holy Ghost, Wood Dale
• Fr. Robert Duda as pastor of Christ the Servant,
Woodridge
• Fr. James Schwab as pastor of St. Mary of Gostyn,
Downers Grove
• Fr. Mario Quejadas as pastor of St. Walter, Roselle
• Fr. Matthew Pratscher as pastor of St. John the
Baptist, Winfield
• Fr. Stanley Drewniak as pastor of St. Lawrence, South
Wilmington & Sacred Heart, Kinsman
• Fr. Joshua Miller as pastor of St. Charles Borromeo,
Bensenville
• Fr. Santos Castillo as pastor of St. Martin & St. Rose,
Kankakee while continuing as Pastor of St. Teresa,
Kankakee
• Fr. Timothy Andres, O.Carm., as pastor of St. Anthony,
Joliet while continuing as pastor of St. Joseph, Joliet
• Fr. Karl Langsdorf, SPS as pastor of St. Francis Xavier,
Joliet
• Fr. Grzegorz Podwysocki as pastor of St. John
Vianney, Lockport, effective fall 2015

PAROCHIAL VICARS:
•F
 r. Roy Jacob, CMI as parochial vicar of St. Martin,
St. Rose, & St. Teresa, Kankakee
• Fr. Franklin Duran as parochial vicar of St. Matthew,
Glendale Heights
• Fr. Sebastian Gargol as parochial vicar of Ss. Peter
and Paul, Naperville
• Fr. Clive Otieno as parochial vicar of St. Isidore,
Bloomingdale
• Ft. Michal Twaruzek as parochial vicar of St. Andrew,
Romeoville
• Fr. Paul Solomon as parochial vicar of St. Dominic,
Bolingbrook
• Fr. Thomas Dunn as parochial vicar of St. Isaac
Jogues, Hinsdale

PENDING
•P
 rovision for St. Joseph, Cabery and St. Mary,
Reddick given the retirement of Fr. Richard Kostelz is
pending.

your story
LAST WORD

THE IMPACT OF THE

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

T

his is the last month that Barry O’Donnell will serve as the director of high school ministry at
St. Raphael’s Parish in Naperville. He’s been a youth minister since 1982 in the diocese. On
July 1, he will serve in the area of pastoral care and service at the parish. This month is also

the month that the diocese sponsors the Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) from June 26-28 at
Lewis University. O’Donnell is a long-time attendee of the conference. He recently spoke to Carlos
Briceño about the conference’s influence.

on a more of a national feature. Presenters are
more nationally known. I think having the teens
come together with other teens from around
the diocese and celebrating our Catholic faith
has had a tremendous impact. One of our senior
teens is giving a talk during an upcoming retreat,
and she talks about YLC being one of those
moments that is lifegiving for her. Stories upon
stories of this being one of those events where
the kids really open up to the Lord for the first
time or come back to the Lord or feel like their
connection with the faith is much stronger. That
is due to the environment that is created and the
openness to the Spirit in the lives of everyone
in terms of the youth ministers, the presenters,
the music ministry, and, of course, the teens
themselves. It’s a one-time event each year, but
it bears fruit.
What was YLC like back in the 1980s, when
you first started attending it?
It was exciting. It was much smaller. There were
around 200 teens. The venue was smaller.
What do you think the biggest lessons are
learned by those who attend it?
The energy level of the event is so contagious
that when I bring new kids to the event they
are taken aback at first because it’s so highly
energized and positive and upbeat. Having the
reconciliation service in the beginning is very
powerful. It’s the environment where teens can
open up their lives to the Lord. Recently, since
Paul [Mach, the diocesan director of the Office
of Youth Ministry] has come on board, it’s taken

What impact does YLC have on the lives of
these kids the future?
It’s in the context of overall youth ministry. It’s
an event that brings a broader perspective to the
teens in terms of other people, other peers being
engaged and excited in their faith. They see it
beyond their parish group and that builds. In the
context of overall youth ministry, it’s one of the
events that supports that foundation for them
to mature in their faiths as they get older. Even
though life goes on in a lot of ways, it’s one of
those experiences that they will recall later and
say, “Oh, yeah, I participated, and it was great.” It
provides that avenue for the Lord to keep talking
to them, for the Spirit to keep moving in their lives.

" ... The kids
really open up
to the Lord for
the first time
or come back
to the Lord or
feel like their
connection
with the
faith is much
stronger. That
is due to the
environment
that is created
and the
openness to
the Spirit ..."
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