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Resurrection of the Body

I

wrote this column while I was also preparing a homily
for the fifth Sunday of Lent. The Gospel that day was
the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. It
contains what we often think of as one of the
funniest lines in the Bible. Lazarus’ sister, Martha, says
to Jesus, when He orders the stone to be rolled away from
the tomb, “Lord, by now there will be a stench!”

Wags, and sceptics, sometimes
comment that Jesus would have had
an even tougher situation had Lazarus’
body been cremated.
Much skepticism toward the idea of
the resurrection of the body, especially
today, stems from a sense that the
human body is only a fragile shell in
which the “person” dwells. At death, the
shell falls away, and the “person” is then
free for a better life.
Our Christian belief, taught clearly
by Jesus Himself and exemplified in
His own bodily resurrection, is that

'In death, the
separation of the
soul from the body, the
human body decays and
the soul goes to meet God,
while awaiting its reunion
with its glorified body.
God, in His almighty
power, will definitively
grant incorruptible life to
our bodies by reuniting
them with our souls,
through the power of
Jesus’ Resurrection.' ”
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our bodies will be raised “on the last
day.” The Catechism of the Catholic
Church (#997) teaches: “In death, the
separation of the soul from the body,
the human body decays and the soul
goes to meet God, while awaiting its
reunion with its glorified body. God,
in His almighty power, will definitively
grant incorruptible life to our bodies by
reuniting them with our souls, through
the power of Jesus’ Resurrection.”
The corollary of this doctrine is the
essential unity of the body and soul to
constitute the human person and, hence,
the inherent goodness of the body.
Only God and the angels (including
the bad ones) are intelligent beings
without bodies. When taking on flesh,
the Second Person of the Trinity became
the perfect human being. Our salvation
became possible because Christ – body
and soul – could die on the cross and be
raised up. He continues to be present –
body and soul – in the Eucharist.
Likewise, we function properly as
human persons through the integral
harmony of body and soul. Without that
harmony we are reduced to animals –
or ghosts. Ask yourself, “Who am I?”
You cannot answer without including
both your material and spiritual self.
One of the most common heresies
during the early centuries of the Church
was the denigration of the body. It was
perceived as the cause of sin, a trap
for the soul. St. Irenaeus countered that
bodies were saved along with the souls
that inhabited them. How could souls
be righteous apart from their bodies?
How many good deeds have you done
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without your body? Even prayer or acts
of faith require the brain, and it’s good if
the heart and lungs are working too.
St. Paul wrote that the body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit. He criticized
early Christians for engaging in sins of
the flesh as though living “in the spirit”
was all that mattered. Their manner of
thinking was just the opposite of those
who thought that the body was a curse.
Just as God created the body and
soul as part of a whole – a good whole
– for earthly life, He created them to
be inseparable after the resurrection.
Yet, even centuries ago, St. Augustine
expressed the view that “on no point
does the Christian faith encounter more
opposition than on the resurrection of
the body.” It is certainly an issue today.
A year ago, I was at a wake of a family
member with the cremated remains
present. I mentioned to someone that,
for me, the experience would have
been more satisfying with the full body
present, especially since the person’s
death was unexpected. He responded
that the body was not really important
anymore, and further that, no, he did not
believe in the resurrection of the body.
Not many years after Christ’s
resurrection, St. Paul tried to address
these sentiments among the Christians
at Corinth. “How are the dead raised?
With what kind of body will they come
back? ... [The body] is sown corruptible;
it is raised incorruptible. ... It is sown a
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body
... the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.”
Because the body is honorable during
life, and because it will be raised to even
greater honor, we treat it with respect
at the time of death, even when we
choose cremation. It is not just an empty
shell that has outlived its
usefulness.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
May 2014

E

scribí esta
columna,
mientras
preparaba una
homilía para el
quinto domingo de
Cuaresma. El Evangelio de
ese día fue la historia
donde Jesús levanta a
Lázaro de entre los
muertos. Esta cita por lo
regular es una de las líneas
más divertidas de la Biblia.
Al momento que Él ordena
a que remuevan la piedra
de la tumba, la hermana
de Lázaro, Marta, le dice a
Jesús, "Señor, hiede ya,
pues lleva cuatro días!"

Personas escépticas a veces
comentan que Jesús habría tenido una
situación aún más difícil si el cuerpo de
Lázaro hubiese sido cremado.
Mucho escepticismo acerca de la
resurrección del cuerpo, sobre todo
hoy, se debe a la sensación de que el
cuerpo humano es sólo una cáscara
frágil en el que la "persona" habita. Al
morir, la cáscara se desprende, y la
"persona" es libre a una vida mejor.
Nuestra creencia cristiana, como nos
enseñó el mismo Jesús claramente y
ejemplificó en su propia resurrección
corporal, es que nuestros cuerpos
serán resucitados “en el último día”
El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica
(#997) nos enseña que: “En la
muerte, separación del alma y el
cuerpo, el cuerpo del hombre cae en
la corrupción, mientras que su alma
va al encuentro con Dios, en espera
de reunirse con su cuerpo glorificado.
Dios en su omnipotencia dará
definitivamente a nuestros cuerpos
la vida incorruptible uniéndolos a
nuestras almas, por la virtud de la
Resurrección de Jesús.”
El corolario de esta doctrina esta
esencialmente en la unidad del cuerpo
y del alma para constituir a la persona
humana y por lo tanto, la bondad
inherente del cuerpo.

En la muerte, separación del alma y el cuerpo,
el cuerpo del hombre cae en la corrupción,
mientras que su alma va al encuentro con Dios, en
espera de reunirse con su cuerpo glorificado. Dios en
su omnipotencia dará definitivamente a nuestros
cuerpos la vida incorruptible uniéndolos a nuestras
almas, por la virtud de la Resurrección de Jesús.”

Sólo Dios y los ángeles (incluyendo
los malignos) son seres inteligentes sin
cuerpos. Al tomar forma en cuerpo,
la Segunda Persona de la Trinidad se
convirtió en el ser humano perfecto.
Nuestra salvación fue posible porque
Cristo - cuerpo y alma - podría morir en
la cruz y ser levantado. Él sigue presente
- cuerpo y alma - en la Eucaristía.
Del mismo modo, funcionamos
debidamente como humanos a través
de la armonía del cuerpo y alma
entero. Sin tal armonía nos reducimos
a animales - o imágenes. Pregúntese:
"¿Quién soy yo?" No se puede
contestar sin incluir tanto su materia y
ser espiritual.
Durante los primeros siglos de
la Iglesia una de las herejías más
comunes fue el escándalo del cuerpo.
Se percibía como la causa de pecado,
una trampa para el alma. Lo contrario
de San Ireneo, el cuerpo era salvado
mientras el alma habitaba con las
personas. ¿Cómo puede el alma ser
justificada apartada de sus cuerpos?
¿Cuántas buenas obras has hecho
sin tu cuerpo? El acto de fe y oración
requiere el cerebro, y es bueno que
el corazón y los pulmones estén
funcionando también.
San Pablo escribió que el cuerpo es el
templo del Espíritu Santo. Los primeros
cristianos fueron criticados por participar
en los pecados de carne, como si
vivieran "en el espíritu" era lo único que
importaba. Su manera de pensar, era
justo lo contrario de los que pensaban
que el cuerpo era una maldición.
Así como Dios creó el cuerpo y el
alma, como un solo ser - un buen ser

entero - para la vida terrenal. Él los
creó para ser inseparables después
de la resurrección. Sin embargo,
hace siglos, San Agustín se expresó
que "En ningún punto la fe cristiana
encuentra más contradicción que en la
resurrección de la carne." Eso es un
problema hoy en día.
Hace un año, estaba en el velorio
de un miembro de la familia en donde
estaba presente los restos incinerados.
Le mencione a alguien que para
mí, hubiera sido más satisfactoria la
experiencia con el cuerpo presente;
especialmente porque fue una muerte
inesperada. Él respondió que el cuerpo
ya no era importante, y a pesar de todo,
el no creía en la resurrección del cuerpo.
Pocos años después de la
resurrección de Cristo, San Pablo
trato de dirigir el sentimentalismo de
los Cristianos a los Corintios. "¿Cómo
resucitan los muertos? ¿Con qué tipo
de cuerpo volverán? ... [El cuerpo]
es sembrado corruptiblemente;
resucita incorruptible. ... Es sembrado
un cuerpo natural; creado en un
cuerpo espiritual ... los muertos
resucitaran incorruptibles, y seremos
transformados.”
El cuerpo es honorado durante la
vida, y se elevará con un honor mayor;
en la hora de la muerte lo tratamos
con respeto, aun cuando decidimos ser
cremado. No es una cáscara hueca que
dejó de ser útil durante su
existencia.
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra Esperanza
may 2014
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Local News

Diocese Welcomes the
Public to Its New Center

entire campus was about
$12 million dollars, with the
costs being almost entirely
funded by the proceeds from
the sale of the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center
and the eventual sale of the
existing Chancery and Tribunal
buildings. The Blanchette
Catholic Center has brought
together diocesan staff from
those buildings, with staff from
Catholic Charities also coming
on board once the building is
expanded to house them.
After lots of construction
work, the building was
transformed. It now has a St.
Francis Xavier Chapel that
seats about 200 people,
meeting and office spaces
for the various ministry

Jim Lynch and his wife,
parishioners at Holy Spirit
Parish in Shorewood, traveled
to the Diocese of Joliet’s open
house on April 3 because
they wanted to check out the
Blanchette Catholic Center,
the new diocesan building in
Crest Hill.
When Lynch heard about
the diocese purchasing the
never-occupied, partially
completed shopping center
in the spring of 2012, along
Weber road, near Division
Street, he admitted he was
skeptical.
“My first reaction was how
in the heck are they going to
make it work,” Lynch said,
referring to a building that was
once a bank-owned shopping
center storefront.
The building had been in
foreclosure in previous years,
and its campus consisted of
three buildings – a combined
41,753 square feet of
space – five outlots and nine
additional acres available
for future expansion needs.
The estimated cost for the
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departments, a conference
room, and several large and
small meeting rooms.
“We were very pleased of
what we saw there,” Lynch said.
“It is a very nice facility.”
When asked why he made
the trip to see the building, his
response was simple. “We
care about our Church,” he
said. “Being able to be there
with all those other people and
seeing that sign of life in the
Church – something being
built for good for the service
of our diocese. I realized it was
a nice structure to serve the
needs of our diocese.”
During the day of the open
house, the diocesan Curia
celebrated a Mass in the
morning, with Cardinal Francis

Bishop Conlon speaking during his homily at the Xavier Chapel.

George, the archbishop from
the Archdiocese of Chicago, in
attendance. During the Mass,
Bishop Conlon blessed the
altar in the Xavier Chapel. After
lunch, there was a blessing of
the new building during which
Bishop Conlon offered a brief
history of the man, Bishop
Romeo Blanchette, that the
center was named after.
“Bishop Blanchette was a
strong witness of the faith,”
Bishop Conlon said. “His
dying was a strong witness to
the faith.”
Bishop Blanchette,
the second bishop of the
diocese, resigned as bishop
at the age of 66 because
he had been diagnosed
with ALS, also known as
Lou Gehrig’s Disease,
which is a progressive
neurodegenerative disease
that affects nerve cells in the
brain and the spinal cord.
Muscle movement becomes
difficult as time goes by and,
in later stages of the disease,
total paralysis is the norm.
Sadly, that was the case that
happened to Bishop Blanchette,
Bishop Conlon said.
“He lost all his motor
skills,” Bishop Conlon said.
“His ability to speak. Without
being able to speak, he was
still able to witness to his
faith. He communicated
simply by blinking his eyes.
Now we have this facility.
Bishop Blanchette will stand
as our patron for those who
are serving. And, although
he has been deceased for
many years and has been
succeeded by three bishops,
all of whom are still living
witnesses to the faith, he will
be a model for us, a model
that will help us realize that
there are many ways to give
witness to the faith – many
ways, as each of us is called
Local news continues on page 22
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Catholic Charities

C

A True Friend

harlotte has endured a rough couple of years. She lives alone in a small, tidy
house in Joliet, and chronic health problems have kept this senior homebound.
After raising her family and having a successful career, Charlotte had trouble
adjusting to her new life. “I became so lonely,” she said. None of Charlotte’s four
children live nearby, and she had to send her cats to live elsewhere temporarily
as the result of her health concerns. She became isolated.
A few towns over, Karen
was facing challenges
of her own. She’d been
laid off from her job
and was struggling with
unemployment. After
exhausting her job search,
she went online to seek
volunteer opportunities.
Karen discovered
Catholic Charities’ Senior
Companion program and
decided to give it a try.
The Senior Companion
Program (offered in Will,
Grundy, Kankakee and
Iroquois Counties) offers
friendly visits to socially
isolated adults. Volunteers
age 55 and older visit and
may participate in activities
such as reminiscing, reading
books or newspapers,
playing games and
providing assistance with
errands, supervision or
transportation. This was
exactly what Charlotte and
Karen both needed.
After the pair was
connected by Catholic
Charities, Karen began
visiting Charlotte twice
each week for a few hours
each time. They women
have become close friends.
They spend hours chatting
and enjoying one another’s
company. “Karen is more
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and cares deeply for each of
her clients.
Catholic Charities has had an
enormous impact on the lives
of these two women. Charlotte
explained, “This program gave
me my life back.”
Catholic Charities’ Senior
Companion Program offers
adults (over the age of 55)
the opportunity
to support their
This
homebound,
frail peers
program
through regularly
gave me my life
scheduled home
visits. Senior
back.”
Companions earn
a modest taxfree stipend and generally
work about 20 hours per
week. If you are interested
in becoming a Senior
Companion, please call
815.723.3405.
If you are living alone
and need companionship
or a little extra help to live
independently at home, the
Senior Companion Program
may be able to help you.
Also, if you are caring for a
loved one and need a weekly
break to run errands or have
some personal time, the
Senior Companion Program
may be able to help you.
For more information about the programs and services provided
Call 815.723.3405 to
by Catholic Charities, visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
learn more.

than a senior companion,”
Charlotte said, “She’s a
great friend.”
“We’re each other’s
therapist,” Karen added, and
both women laughed.
Today, Charlotte is less
lonely and looks forward to
her visits with Karen. The
Senior Companion Program

Christ is our Hope / May 2014 / D i oc e se ofj ol i e t . or g

provides a much-needed
connection to the outside
world and the socialization
that she craved. Karen has
become very involved with
the Senior Companion
Program and visits four
different clients throughout
the week. She finds the
volunteer work very fulfilling

Story and photography by Maggie Snow

Catholic Life
Showing up can go beyond duty. For years I admired a teacher
who managed to be present at most events, big and small, held
by our school. It was evident that showing up, being present,
was a great value to him. He was a distinguished professor and
easily could have excused himself. But if it was important to
the school and its community, it was important to him. He was
present out of loyalty and a sense of responsibility. His presence
“blessed” the occasion.
I also appreciated the witness of an elderly religious who
had been a pastor in a number of parishes. He was no longer
in active parish ministry, but he remained a presence in his
religious community, taking on the role of treasurer in the
seminary. His office door was open for anyone who wanted to
drop in. His conversation was not necessarily about finances.
He was a patient listener with a storehouse of wisdom. Many
of those who were studying in the seminary benefitted from
his steady presence. They would not have used the term at the
time, but this elder’s new role was mentoring, a vital need for all
young men.

Ritual and routine

Staying At Our Post

W

e can try always to be
standing where we are
supposed to be standing
... In essence, we can be
faithful, true to those
whom we love and true to what we
believe in. We can be at our post in
commitment, love, and duty. In the end,
that is all we can do ...” - Sacred Fire
A cousin I admired instilled these values in his children. By
word and example he said to them: be where you are supposed
to be, do what you are supposed to do. In other words, show
up, and give what you do the respect and effort it deserves. This
dad worked hard, gave priority to his family, and volunteered at
every school or parish his family attended. He set the example
for his children. They now live the same way.

Recently, a friend sent a striking photo of a soldier standing
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Washington, D.C.
This member of the Old Guard was enduring a snowstorm,
and the snow was piling up on his hat and uniform. Unfazed,
he stood at attention. My friend, a proud military veteran, was
basically saying, “See, this is how it is done.” In other words,
carry out your duty in life, no matter what the storms.
When we make commitments in life, we are promising to
show up. Over time, commitments made with enthusiasm may
begin to become burdensome. It is then that routine comes to
our rescue and helps us do what we promised we would do. A
routine can take us where we would not otherwise easily go.
For example, a routine of prayer carries us through times of
weariness and boredom. If nothing else, just showing up and
being present to God is itself prayer. The dailyness of anything
can be wearing. In marriage, as well, routine and small rituals
keep spouses present to one another. Showing up because of
commitment is ultimately a decision, not always an enthusiasm.
Christian living is often described as a pilgrimage toward a
distant land. Our images for this faith journey include passing
through the sea, crossing deserts, and ascending heights.
The reality is usually less dramatic, more prosaic, but richly
meaningful. We are called to stand by our post. Where is
our post? It is wherever we are using our gifts, meeting our
commitments, or enduring what life brings. Holiness is fidelity
to everyday life. We want God to find us at our post.

Showing up can go beyond duty. ... When we make commitments in life, we are
promising to show up. ... We are called to stand by our post. Where is our post?
It is wherever we are using our gifts, meeting our commitments, or enduring what life
brings. Holiness is fidelity to everyday life. We want God to find us at our post."

Story by Father John Welch, O.Carm.
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OUR LADY UNDOER OF KNOTS

D

"Behold the Cause of
our Joy, who bore the
infinite Child.
To Satan’s kingdom
destroy and men
to God reconcile.
All hail thou Gate of
Heaven through thee
all graces are given.
Through thee salvation
came, all praised and
blessed be thy name."

uring the Middle Ages, as
Christians sought to “baptize” the
culture, they associated the month
of May with the Virgin Mary. This
lovely Marian tradition continues
in the Church today. Our Lady is the “Cause of
our Joy” and Gate of Heaven: with her humble
“yes” at the Annunciation, God’s plan of new
life began to unfold for our salvation. As a
fitting tribute today, in Catholic parishes,
schools, and homes around the world, the
faithful celebrate her role as Mother and
Queen in beautiful May Crowning devotions.

Text from the hymn
Behold a Mystical Rose

Catholics invoke Our Lady’s
intercession through various titles
attributed to her, each emphasizing
a unique aspect of her intercessory
role: Queen of Families, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Help of Christians, Seat
of Wisdom, Queen of Families, etc. One
title not so widely familiar, but which
has begun to increase in popularity
during the pontificate of Pope Francis,
is “Our Lady Undoer of Knots.” While
studying in Germany as a young priest,
Father Jorge Bergoglio came across an
imaged, painted in the 1700s, of Mary
surrounded by angels, standing on a
crescent moon, crushing the head of
the serpent, and holding a long knotted
ribbon, and untying several of the knots.
Returning to Argentina with a copy of this
image, Father Bergolio began to speak
about Our Lady who lovingly sets about
undoing the “knots” that we so often
allow to complicate and confuse our lives.
Devotion to Mary under this title soon
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became popular.
While the title may be new, the
theology behind Our Lady Undoer of
Knots goes back to the second century.
St. Irenaeus of Lyons (martyred in 202)
wrote in his treatise “Adversus Haereses”
(“Against Heresies”), “The knot of Eve’s
disobedience was untied by the obedience
of Mary; what the virgin Eve bound by
her unbelief, the Virgin Mary loosened by
her faith.” Eve’s disobedience, unbelief,
and mistrust in an all-loving God was
reversed by Mary’s obedience, faith, and
trust in this same God. That first selfish
“no” that tangled mankind’s relationship
with God was undone through Mary’s
humble “yes” to the Father’s request to
participate in His divine plan.
In elementary school, if not before, we
learned how to tie a knot. Some knots are
created for a definite purpose in order to
hold things in place. More often, however,
we find that we are trying to untie knots
that have been inadvertently created. (As
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a teacher and principal, I think of the
countless shoelace knots I am asked to
untie in a week!) Untying the undesired
knot gives freedom to the object so that
it can once again be used for its intended
purpose.
“You will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free” (John 8:32). The
concept of freedom is a central theme
in the Scriptures. The Prophet Isaiah
repeatedly uses verbs such as untying,
loosing, and releasing, emphasizing that
those oppressed or unjustly bound were
not created for this purpose. This lack of
liberty is an injustice to their God-given
dignity. In the New Testament, Jesus comes
to release mankind from the grip of Satan
who desires to oppress, bind, confuse and
thwart progress on the journey that leads
to the Father. One who is tied down is
not free to move – one is who bound by
a chain or a thread – is not free to soar to
the heights of holiness. In the spiritual life,
we must always keep moving forward.

Jesus came to show us the truth of the
Father’s deep and personal love, the Love
for which we were created. “I came so
that they might have life and have it more
abundantly.” (John 10:10)
What are the knots in our lives that
hold us back from the freedom that Jesus
desires for us? These knots can come
through personal sins (unforgiveness,
resentment, jealousy, doubt, pride, etc.)
which damage our relationship with the
Lord and demonstrate our lack of trust
in Him. Conversely, the circumstances
of life can wound us (abuse, divorce,
unemployment, illness, the death of a
loved one, etc.) and create knots in our
lives. Whether through our own sins
or through the hurts we suffer from
others, we often put up walls to “protect”
ourselves, walls that slowly separate us
from God and other people. These walls
must be broken down and these knots
undone if we are to live in the fullness
and freedom of the children of God.
As a child trustingly, and sometimes
sheepishly, offers a knotted item to an
adult to “undo,” so must we bring the
knots in our lives to Jesus through His
Mother. In the words of Pope Francis, “But
we know one thing: nothing is impossible
for God's mercy! Even the most tangled
knots are loosened by his grace. And
Mary ... is the Mother who patiently and
lovingly brings us to God, so that He
can untangle the knots of our soul by
His fatherly mercy. We all have some of
these knots, and we can ask in our heart
of hearts: What are the knots in my life?
‘Father, my knots cannot be undone!’ It is
a mistake to say anything of the sort! All
the knots of our heart, every knot of our
conscience, can be undone. Do I ask Mary
to help me trust in God’s mercy, to undo
those knots, to change? She, as a woman
of faith, will surely tell you: ‘Get up, go
to the Lord: He understands you.’ And
she leads us by the hand as a Mother, our
Mother, to the embrace of our Father, the
Father of mercies.”
Our Lady Undoer of Knots, pray for us!

What are the knots in our lives that hold us
back from the freedom that Jesus desires for us?
... We often put up walls to 'protect' ourselves, walls
that slowly separate us from God and other people.
These walls must be broken down and these knots
undone if we are to live in the fullness and freedom of
the children of God."

Story by Sister Cecilia Joseph, OP, a member of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia and principal of St. Jude Catholic School in Joliet
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Discipleship
Please define what you mean by an “intentional disciple.”
An intentional disciple is someone who is deliberately,
consciously seeking to follow Jesus Christ as Lord in the
midst of His Church. They are doing what Peter and Andrew
did at the Sea of Galilee when Jesus came up and said, “Come
follow me.” And the Scriptures said they dropped their nets
and followed Him. That’s what we’re talking about.

The Importance of
Intentional Discipleship

S

herry Weddell is the co-founder of
the Catherine of Siena Institute, an
affiliated international ministry of
the Western Dominican Province,
and currently serves as co-director.
She has developed numerous unique
formation resources that are used around the
world and trained and helps lead an
international team who have worked directly
with more than 70,000 ordained, religious,
and lay Catholics in more than 100 dioceses
on five continents. She is also the author of
“Forming Intentional Disciples: Path to Know
and Follow Jesus.” She recently appeared at a
workshop at St. Petronille in Glen Ellyn at the
invitation of the diocesan Religious Education
Office to speak to parish leaders on the New
Evangelization and the need to form
intentional disciples. In an interview with
Carlos Briceño, she talked about the
importance of intentional discipleship.
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Why is this necessary?
This is what Jesus commanded us to do. This has always
been the center. We lose track of it sometimes. What has
finally pushed us to look at this again has been a variety
of things: the scandals; the collapse of [Mass] attendance,
especially of younger people. We’re having to close schools
and parishes. There’s just a sense that we can’t presume if you
raise people in the faith, and children in the faith, they would
be there for life. That is not the kind of universe we live in
any more. The truth is we have to evangelize on our own,
all the way through, multiple times, crossing ages, children,
youth and adults. We live in a very different cultural climate
now that is even either indifferent or hostile to the faith. It’s
challenging. ... The culture has changed so much that you
can’t presume that religious identity is stable for life. It’s not
just us. All religious traditions have been affected by this,
but Catholics have been hemorrhaging more than most. So
we created our structures in a setting where we presumed
the culture would support us and the family would be there
to support us and all of that. Many of the children receiving
catechesis now in our parishes, their parents don’t go to
Mass. And so the child may be catechized and confirmed and
then will vanish because no one in their family practices.
We presumed we didn’t have to preach Jesus Christ, and
we didn’t have to ask people to make a commitment, and it
would just happen, and they would pick it up from thin air.
They’re not inculturated anymore. They’re not inculturated
at home, they’re not incultureed in the larger culture, and
nobody just picks it up and follows it for life any more.
People now feel they need to personally commit or choose
their spirituality or their perspective of the world that they
find most meaningful or helpful or makes the most sense to
them. And with that environment being the cultural norm,
we are going to have to be active evangelizers.
What are the solutions?
What we have to do is break the silence. There are
many Catholics who don’t know they can have a personal
relationship with God. These are highly committed and active
people. They just don’t know. We have to break the silence
about the possibility of a relationship with God, with Jesus
Christ. We have to drop His name and talk about Him in the
context of a living relationship and a living encounter instead
of just informal liturgical settings. We have to tell His story.

Y O U R

F A I T H

Ask the Priest

HOW CAN
I BE HOLY?
The Easter season is
par excellence the
season of holiness. We still
bask in the graces overflowing
from Easter and its Octave
(eight days of solemn
celebration – one more
reason to be a Catholic!).
Easter is the season of our
Father’s inexhaustible mercy.
Easter is the season of the
Son’s never-ending life.
Easter is the season of the
Holy Spirit’s manifestation of
the charismata (Greek for
“gifts”). Easter is the season
when the whole Blessed
Trinity spills itself into our
reality – God descends
among man that man might
ascend to God!
To ask “How can I be holy?”
is the same as to ask “How can
I bask in God?” Forgive the
analogy (it is still Lent when I
am writing this, and I am dying
for some meat): we are the
steak, and God’s grace, love
and presence is the dressing.
Our challenge for this season
is to allow ourselves to be
covered with God and receive
a bit of His “flavor.” We do not
want the dressings to stay on
top, we want it to sink in and
permeate the meat. Likewise,
we do not want grace to sit
superficially, but to sink in deep
into our souls.
In many ways, holiness is
not something that we do
or achieve. It is the effect of
God’s presence upon us. Just
as sin is not so much a thing
as a lack of relation with God,
holiness is the measure of
our proximity in relation to the
Blessed Trinity. How do I allow

God to involve Himself in our
day? How often do I “check
in” with Him throughout the
day? Do I look out for His gifts
that He is offering to me? Do I
offer Him anything?
Of course, more time for
prayer is always the first step.
Prayer does not need to be a
rote exercise of recitation, but
an encounter with the Lord
who loves us. Vocal prayer –
like the Our Father, Hail Mary
and Glory Be – help us get
a good start. They help us
to begin and provide us with
material when we do not know
what to say or do. A good
practice is to start prayer time
with an Our Father, three Hail
Mary’s and a Glory Be. But
pray them slowly and with
great love. Let the words that
you have memorized become
your words. If something
pops out, go with it and allow
yourself to savor the moment.
When it ends, pick the prayer
back up where you left off.
Look for the Lord while you
say the words.
Also, we can enter into
closer relationship with the
Lord by making Him small
“offerings” throughout the day.
You do not need to come up
with anything new. Already
you have a thousand things to
do each day. Instead of adding
things to your schedule, make
your daily duties offerings to
the Lord. Before you cook
breakfast for your family, say
to the Lord, “Father, I am
making this for my family
because you have given them
to me, and I love you. Help
me to love you through them.”

Just as
sin is not
so much a thing
as a lack of
relation with God,
holiness is the
measure of our
proximity in
relation to the
Blessed Trinity."
Before you start the next job
at work, say, “Lord, I offer
you my work in reparation for
my sins and for your greater
glory. Perfect my work, and
through it, perfect me.” God
makes us holy by entering
into what we already must do.
Then, He makes those around
us holy by entering into us.

Finally, at Holy Mass, make
a real effort to enter into the
mysteries being celebrated. We
do the same thing every week
because it is supposed to be a
way to enter more profoundly
into the actions. There are no
surprises, so you can close
your eyes and meditate during
the readings. Listen, but let the
words strike you. As you say,
“Lord have mercy,” let it sink
in and apply your heart to the
words. At the Great Amen, say
the words from deep within.
Just as with the prayers above,
and the works, the regular
things – especially the Divine
Liturgy – are the places where
the Lord wants to pull you
deeper into Himself and to
permeate deeper into you.
Make this Easter a season
of holiness! Make this Easter a
season of deeper relation with
the Lord Jesus, His Father,
and the Spirit of Holiness!

Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at St. Mary’s Parish, West Chicago
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FRIDA MEETS THE POPE

I

magine you’re a 10-year-old girl. And you have a lifethreatening illness. And someone says to you: “We will
grant you anything you wish for.” And out of all the trips
or dreams you could have wished for – such as a trip to
Disney World or tickets to a One Direction concert – you
pick something that not many kids would pick. You pick
something spiritual. You pick a trip to see the pope in person.

12
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That wish came true for Frida Galvan,
a 10-year-old student from Holy Family
Catholic School in Bensenville, who
has been battling leukemia for the past
three years. She spent almost a week in
Rome in mid January after the Make-aWish Foundation, which grants wishes
to children with life-threatening illnesses,
granted Frida her wish to see Pope
Francis in person.
She traveled to Rome with her aunt,
her eight-year-old brother, her cousin and
uncle. She and her family were part of
thousands of people who were crowded
into St. Peter’s Square on what’s known
as a Wednesday General Audience ,
which is when the pope usually goes
around St. Peter’s Square and meets
people. The Make-a-Wish Foundation
arranged for a private audience with her
and the pope after the pope said Mass
during the General Audience.
“I wanted to get the pope to give me
a blessing so I could get better from my
sickness,” Frida said.
Frida and her younger brother have
attended Holy Family Catholic School
since they were in pre-school, even
though it is a great sacrifice for the family,
financially. Faith is important to the family,
said Teodoro Galvan, Frida’s dad.
“She prays a lot,” he said.
One of her prayers came true. At
a certain point during the General
Audience, after the Mass, Pope Francis
stopped by where she was in the crowd
for her private audience with him. “I got
very excited,” Frida said. “I wanted to
jump around everywhere.”
She gave him several photos of family
members. He smiled. He put his hand on
her head and said, “You are now blessed,
go in peace.” He said that in Italian, which
Frida doesn’t understand. When the pope
noticed that, he told her in Spanish, which
she is fluent in. She told him the Catholic
Schools’ superintendent, Father John
Belmonte, was a Jesuit, just like the pope.

She’s inspired
everyone ... It’s
been amazing to be on
this journey with Frida
and to watch how strong
her faith is ... She’s a
great role model for not
only all of the kiddos here,
but for all of us. You
heard her say that she
really believes this
blessing from the pope has
helped her. I’m not at all
surprised.”
Corie Alimento, principal of Holy Family Catholic School in Bensenville; Frida Galvan; and Father
John Belmonte, S.J., the diocesan superintendent of Catholic Schools.

He then gave her a kiss on the forehead,
shook Frida’s aunt’s hand, whispered a
secret to Frida in her ears – which she
has never revealed to anyone yet, she
said – and then he moved on.
“Frida’s story is one of the most heartwarming, inspiring stories I’ve heard in a
long time,” said Father Belmonte. “Her
faith in our Lord is genuine, her devotion
to her family is deep, and her smile is
one thousand watts bright! When I heard
that she mentioned my name to the pope,
I thanked her and had to ask her what
he said to her. She smiled and said, with
respect, ‘Oh, that’s a secret between me
and the Holy Father.’ God bless her! Her
faith and genuineness never ceases to
amaze me. The highlight of my year was
getting my picture taken with Frida.”
Before meeting the pope Frida used to
have terrible nightmares.

“I used to be very scared,” she said.
But after meeting him, she said the
nightmares have disappeared.
Her health also improved a bit since
meeting the pope, she added.
Frida’s friends at school and at her
parish were happy for her that she got
to go to Rome and meet the pope and
check out some of the sites there.
Father Luis Gutierrez, the pastor at St.
Joseph’s Parish in Addison, is friends with
the Galvan family, and he admitted that
he was even a little bit “envious” that she
got to meet the pope in Rome. Father
Gutierrez has never been there, though he
has met Saint John Paul II twice.
“This [meeting the pope] is the payoff
of what she went through, all the pain
she experienced, this blessing,” Father
Gutierrez said. “She deserves it.”
Her school classmates have also

rooted for her. During the days she
was in Rome, students at Holy Family
Catholic School prayed for her during
the morning announcements, said Corie
Alimento, the school’s principal. The
school also lent her a camcorder so she
could take videos during her trip.
“She’s inspired everyone,” Alimento
said. “Frida and her parents inspire me
daily, without even knowing it. They are
constant reminders to me of what is
important in life. It’s been amazing to be
on this journey with Frida and to watch
how strong her faith is. It was always
strong prior to her being diagnosed with
leukemia, but her diagnosis has made her
faith life stronger. She’s a great role model
for not only all of the kiddos here, but for
all of us. You heard her say that she really
believes this blessing from the pope has
helped her. I’m not at all surprised.”

Story by Carlos Briceño, a member of the diocesan website
team
Story by redesign
Carlos Briceño
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What is a Pastoral Plan?
“This type of plan is not focused on our financial or
strategic needs. Instead, it looks at ways to build
c o m m u n i t y a n d t o s t re n g t h e n f a i t h . I n f a c t , i t d e l i n e a t e s ,
a s w e l l a s w e c a n , h o w C h r i s t a n d t h e H o l y S p i r i t a re
f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r m i s s i o n t h ro u g h u s h e re a n d n o w.”
- Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
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For members of the committee,
our work on the pastoral plan is
making us think more about our faith,
and it’s encouraging us to do more as
active Catholics."

For more than a year and a half, a diocesan Pastoral
Planning Committee – made up of members of the
Presbyteral Council, the Curia and the Diocesan Pastoral
Council – have been developing a Pastoral Plan for the
diocese. The committee has prayed, met, conducted an
online survey, sponsored focus groups, and conducted
research – all geared toward producing a diocesan
pastoral plan, which will be released in November, that
will build the Catholic community and strengthen the
Catholic faith within the diocese.
Our pastoral plan centers on the pastoral and
ministerial needs of Catholics within the Diocese of Joliet
at all levels of faith and participation. It is divided into
categories that build upon each other:

Issues: Who are we and what pastoral topics are
part of our world?
Priorities: The big pastoral goals that we have.
Strategies: The various ways we can accomplish
our pastoral goals.
Actions: The many specific ways we can push a
strategy forward.

Future Vision: What should our future look like in
terms of pastoral concerns?

Here is an example of how priorities, strategies,
and actions work together in a pastoral plan:
•L
 et’s say our priority is to evangelize to all in our
Catholic community.
•O
 ne strategy we can use to evangelize is to
educate Catholics about their faith and about the
Sacraments.
•A
 specific action we can take to educate Catholics
is to dedicate a portion of the diocesan magazine to
articles about the sacraments and about faith issues.

As you can see, a priority could be accomplished by
several strategies, and each strategy can be pushed
forward by numerous actions.
During fall and winter 2012, a Pastoral Plan
Committee gathered lists of pastoral topics highlighted by
the Diocesan Pastoral Council, the diocesan Curia, and
religious and began the task of organizing them within
five priorities: Live the faith; build community; celebrate
our unity through the sacraments; embrace and share the
Word; and serve others, especially those in need.
In early 2013, the planning committee developed an
online survey that asked the Curia, clergy, deacons, and
directors of religious education to prioritize numerous
strategies. The survey received a strong response, and
from the results, the committee focused the larger group
into a “top-12” list of essential strategies. We then used
these strategies as the basis for a diocese-wide survey
and for discussions in more than two dozen parish forums
held throughout the diocese from November 2013 to
January 2014.
From this input, we revised and condensed the strategies
to a final list of six, developed an overall pastoral theme
– Go Out and Make Disciples – and summarized the
strategies even further into three overarching initiatives:
Discipleship, Evangelization, and Charity.
This plan is not just for clergy within the diocese, or
staff employees, or lay ministry leaders. It is a call for
every Catholic in the diocese. It is a call to join in the
missionary spirit and work of the Church. Moving forward
together, we can reach our pastoral goals and proclaim
the Good News of Jesus Christ.
When we started out, we didn’t know where it was
going to lead us, but we’ve been listening to what each
person has been saying, and we’re letting the Holy
Spirit guide us. We will have a plan that everyone will
understand clearly and will be a valuable guideline for all
to use. For members of the committee, our work on the
pastoral plan is making us think more about our faith, and
it’s encouraging us to do more as active Catholics. We’re
hoping that it will inspire others in the diocese when it is
rolled out later this year, in November.

Story by Tony Molinaro, the chairman of the Pastoral Planning Committee
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Chris Earl

Conference Offers
Men Opportunities
to Grow in Faith

C

hris Earl is a businessman.
He travels a lot for his
business and has the kind of
personality that appreciates
doing something, rather
than sitting around and doing nothing.

When he was growing
up, the Catholic faith was
something important in
his family’s household in
DeKalb, Illinois, where he
was the second oldest of
seven children.
“One thing that was
installed in all of us kids
was life was not about you,”
said Earl a parishioner at
St. Raymond’s Cathedral in
Joliet. “It’s about how you
affect other people and how
you fill that role and that
lends itself to our faith. We
were taught about passion.
We were taught about being
responsible and about all
those virtues that brought
America to what it is today,
and one of them was to be a
Christian. That is foremost,
and then the tools of the
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Catholic Church: confession,
marriage, adoration and
receiving the Eucharist. All
of those things became very
special. And those things,
as we grew, became the
mainstays by which we stayed
close to our faith.”
His faith life deepened even
more after he got married
and had six children. And he
realized even more that life

was not about him.
“It’s about somebody else,”
he said. “It’s about what you
can do for other people.”
He joined a men’s group
at St. Raymond’s Cathedral,
called Fishers of Men, and
believes it’s important for all
men to deepen their faith
lives and become better
husbands, fathers and leaders.
“I want men to be point on
the spear as it relates to God’s
word,” he said. “That’s why I
got involved in the men’s group.
I want us to be doers. I don’t
want us to sit around and talk to
each other. I want to be doers.”
The Fishers of Men
group has become a bunch
of doers. It is sponsoring
a diocesan-wide men’s
conference on May 31 at
Providence Catholic High
School, New Lenox. The
“Go the Distance: A Vision
for Manhood” conference
begins with a 7:30 a.m.
Mass, presided over by
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon,
and it ends at 4:30 p.m.
Guest speakers include
Danny Abramowicz, a former
National Football League
All-pro wide receiver and
a leader with Crossing the
Goal Ministries, an national
evangelization outreach
group to men; Curtis Martin,
the president and founder of
the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students; and
Pat Sullivan, a teacher and
men’s basketball coach at the
University of St. Francis in
Joliet and an inspirational

We want them to grow and
become more and grow in faith.
All we can do is lead them to the
answers. We know we don’t change
people’s hearts. That only God and the
Holy Spirit will change the guy’s hearts.”

Christ is our Hope / May 2014 / D i oc e se ofj ol i e t . or g

Tim Botka

public speaker.
Breakout sessions will be
in English and Spanish and
include: successful spiritual
fatherhood; passion and
purpose in marriage; faith and
finances: how to make it work;
overcoming common men’s
traps; living a purposeful life;
and being part of a dynamic
men’s group.
Someone who was
involved in men's ministry
for years, Deacon George
Goes from St. Jude in New
Lenox, said there are many
challenges when sponsoring
a faith-based initiative such
as this men's conference.
“The toughest part is to get
them there,” Goes said.
But, so far, the response
has been good. The idea to
sponsor one came about
last spring at a churchsponsored dinner, said Tim
Botka, one of the leaders
of the conference and of
the Fishers of Men group
at St. Raymond’s Cathedral
in Joliet. Bishop Conlon,
who was at the dinner,
encouraged the group to
put on a conference because
he wanted more men to be
involved in parishes.
The Fishers of Men group
has been around since 1998.
It was started at St. John the
Baptist Parish in Joliet and
has slowly spread to other
parishes around the diocese.
Botka has been a member
of the group since around
2009, and he said it’s helped
him a lot to understand that
that he is not alone and that

Y O U R

A trip to Rome in 2010
inspired Steve Cardamone
in his faith life. For several
years, he wondered what he
could do with that inspiration,
and then one day, sitting at
his kitchen table on a cold
winter’s day in early 2013,
he decided to text some
buddies of his with an idea.
The text basically
wondered if anyone be
interested in getting together
once a month to talk about
faith, with an end goal of
how they could all be better
men, dads and husbands.
Within minutes, his phone
started receiving texts in reply.
“Not only was it yes
with exclamation points,
but they wanted to know

when it was going to
start,” said Cardamone , a
parishioner at St. Joseph’s
in Lockport. “I was blown
away by that. The response
was so immediate and
so enthusiastic that I
said, ‘Wow, this is kind of
amazing.’ ”
That is how the men’s
group, Viri Fideles (Latin for
“Men of faith”), was born.
The group, now about a year
old, usually meets monthly at
“St. Steven’s Basilica,” which
is how Cardamone jokingly
refers to as his basement in
his home in Lockport.
“This is centered on the
group of us – as we always
joke – fumbling through faith
together,” he said. “Really
trying to work this thing out
and applying it to how we
can live our everyday lives
as Catholics, but doing it
in a real way. It’s easy to
get discouraged; it’s easy
to misunderstand what the
Church is talking about.
It’s easy to not really pay
attention to what the Church
is talking about. People
over generalize stuff. So this
gives us a chance to say,
‘Ok, the Church says this,

other men go through the
same issues he does, and
they can all lean on each
other with support and
inspire each other with faith.
“It’s helped me be a better
father, a better husband, a
better disciple in the work
place and given me the
opportunity to serve more
others, whether through the
community or the church,”
said Botka, a parishioner at
the cathedral. “It’s given me
an opportunity to really have
a safe place to be accountable
to other guys who are likeminded. It has helped me
to strengthen my character

and deepened my walk with
Christ in our faith.”
Some of the issues many
men face, he said, include
pressures about finances,
family and parenting issues,
questions about spirituality
and addictions. The
conference will address these
topics so that the attendees
can handle them in “a faithbased way,” Botka said.
“Men tend to think – I
know I did at times – that
we’re on our own,” he
said. “That we have to be
everything to everybody,
and we’re by ourselves out
there. That we really don’t

Steve
Cardamone

How One Men’s Group
Got Started

what is it that they mean. Or,
during Mass, when this is
happening, what exactly are
we doing and why exactly is
it important to stay until the
end or why is it important
not to come later?’ ”
Cardamone said he has
learned a lot being the
coordinator of the group,
because he has done
research in putting together
presentations for the group.
“It’s amazing that, when the
light bulbs go off, people have
the tendency to say, ‘This is
awesome,’ ” Cardamone said.
“We really need to let people
know what this is. What this
is talking about. This is pretty
incredible. A lot of time
people try to overthink and
overevangelize when really
at the end of the day Jesus
Christ was the best P.R. man
who walked the face of the
earth. He didn’t need a Twitter
account. All he needed to do
was basically talk about what
the truth was. And people
have a tendency to gravitate
toward it like moths to an
outdoor light, because people
yearn for truth.”
There are about 15 men
in the group, he said, and

F A I T H

Feature Story
a typical meeting usually
includes getting together
for some food and wine and
then begins with a prayer.
And then there is a reflection
and then questions and
answers. There’s a closing
prayer and then some of the
participants hang around to
talk about what’s going on in
their lives once the meeting
ends. They always end with
a prayer intention list that
lists special intentions for the
group to pray for until the
next meeting.
Cardamone’s goal for
the group is to be open to
whatever happens.
“This is one of the few
times in my life where I am
saying to myself, ‘This is
not my agenda. I know it’s
not my agenda because if
it was me this thing would
have crashed and burned six
months ago,’ ” Cardamone
said.” “It’s got to be
something the Spirit leads.”
For more information,
contact Cardamone at
SteveCard@hotmail.com.

To find out more information on the men’s
conference, go to fishersofmenonline.com;
call 877-605-7713; or email Tim Botka at
timbotka@fishersofmenonline.com. The cost
for the conference is $35, which includes
a grilled lunch; groups of more than five
people are $25 each; the price at the door on
the day of the conference is $50.
have any support, except for
how tough we can be and to
hide our emotions and hide
our feelings. That holds us
back tremendously. ... We
want to meet men where
they’re at in this conference,
but we don’t want them to

stay there. We want them to
grow and become more and
grow in faith. All we can do
is lead them to the answers.
We know we don’t change
people’s hearts. That only
God and the Holy Spirit will
change the guy’s hearts.”
Story by Carlos Briceño
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The Influence of Two Priests from St. Dennis’ Past

U

pon travelling eastbound over the 159th Street Bridge into Lockport,
the eye is attracted to the unique and impressive structure that is St.
Dennis Church. The structure itself is a historic physical landmark for
the area, highly visible along the eastern bluff of the Des Plaines River.
It has come to symbolize the stability and longevity of the Lockport
community. Several months ago, in March, commemorated the centennial of the
passing of the two individuals responsible for the vision presented on that bluff,
Father Maurice J. Dorney and Father James J. McGovern.

Father Dorney's influence
on Lockport is felt
whenever one experiences
the impressive St. Dennis
structure erected by him. At
3:30 p.m. on Oct. 14, 1877,
2,000 people assembled to
witness Chicago's Bishop
Thomas Foley direct the
placement of the cornerstone
for the new church. The
stone, referred to as “Athens
marble,” was extracted
from the J.A. Boyer Quarry,
west of Lemont at the
approximate location of the
old Haytown settlement, the
original mission that became
St. Dennis. A November
freeze caused cracks in
the two stones above the
entrance, forcing a halt to
construction. Builders Porter
and Gregory resumed work
on the structure by May of
1878. The final price for
this amazing church was
$25,000. St. Dennis was
dedicated on the feast of the
Immaculate Conception,
Dec. 8, 1879. Father
Dorney's dream of building
a permanent structure in
which to worship had come
to be.
Leaving Lockport in 1880,
Father Dorney was to become
"The King of the Stockyards."
His next assignment was to
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establish St. Gabriel Church
at the Chicago stockyards.
His excellence in elocution
won the admiration of
employers and employees at
the burgeoning meat-packing
St. Dennis
circa 1900
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houses. He was able to act as
a broker for jobs at the yards.
Immigrants and people out
of work petitioned him for
assistance in securing work
in the packing plants and

meat industry. In days before
organized labor at the yards,
he would mediate strikes and
disagreements, going down to
the “killing floor” if need be.
With Father Dorney
leaving St. Dennis in 1880,
the pastorate was vacated.
Father James McGovern
was familiar with the parish
having performed services
there twice in the 1870s.
His former student from the
University of St. Mary of the
Lake, Father Dorney, had just
completed the construction
of the beautiful stone church.
Added to this was nostalgic
reminiscence of trips along
the Illinois and Michigan
Canal with his father.
Father McGovern was
part of a remarkable pioneer
Chicago family. His father,
John, was a prominent
businessman as early as
1839, who acted as a
subcontractor along a section
of the Illinois and Michigan
Canal. He would frequently
take young James along to
observe the work as the
canal progressed towards
completion. The appeal was
irresistible and he became
the new St. Dennis pastor.
Father McGovern not
only contributed volumes
of written material about
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people and events that
shaped the development of
the Chicago Church, but he
also lived through some of
the most historical events of
the young diocese. He was
the first native Chicagoan
to be ordained a priest. He
returned from Rome in 1863
to Chicago and immediately
assumed the position of vice
president of the University of
St. Mary of the Lake. At the
university, Father McGovern
taught Hebrew and Sacred
Scripture as rector of the
Ecclesiastical Department.
During his university
tenure Father McGovern's
love for writing took form
in the publication of The
Catholic Monthly magazine.
By the mid-1880s Father
McGovern was the owner,
publisher, and editor-in-chief
of Chicago Catholic Home,
the most successful Catholic
newspaper in Chicago, which
he administered from the
church in Lockport.
Father McGovern's
commitment to the Lockport
community was unwavering.
He would spend 34 years as
pastor to the Saint Dennis
community. In the July 5,
1890, issue of the Catholic
Home, he wrote that,
"Everything is booming
here. They are enlarging
the wiremills and a large
manufactory for brass,
iron, and tinware is going
to start next week; all the
quarries are busy, and the
great drainage waterway
will soon give employment
to hundreds of laborers."
Lockport experienced a
major conflagration in 1895
where a good part of the
downtown business district

Father James McGovern

Father Maurice J. Dorney

... The eye is attracted to the
unique and impressive
structure that is St. Dennis Church. The
structure itself is a historic physical
landmark for the area ... It has come to
symbolize the stability and longevity of
the Lockport community ... Father
Dorney's influence on Lockport is felt
whenever one experiences the impressive
St. Dennis structure."

was immersed in flames. In
the middle of the fire Father
McGovern climbed upon the
roof of the Boyer residence
and attempted to douse the
flames that had traveled from
the adjacent barn.
In collaboration with
Italian stonemason Girolomo
(Jerome) Baldo, Father
McGovern applied talent
and long hours in a church
basement workroom,
conceiving blueprints for the
addition of a tower. The old
tower was slightly reduced in
size to allow for continuity

in the new structure. Local
limestone from Joliet was
utilized, banded with steel
and, in the process, leaded
for weight. A clock tower,
which was 126-feet above
ground level and was initially
located in Lockport's original
Baptist church, was put in
place. The Northern Italian
Society of Lockport raised
$458.18 to purchase a clock
for the tower. An open
balcony with heavy columns
enclosed the clockworks.
Inside the balcony was
housed an eight-foot statue

of Jesus made of Bedford
stone. The statue was the
work of a prisoner at Joliet
State Penitentiary. By June of
1898, the all-stone addition
was finished. Spotlights
highlighted it every evening.
Prior to the tower addition,
Father McGovern was
responsible for excavating
the basement area (now
Fracaro Hall).
In early March of 1914, at
Chicago's Mercy Hospital,
Father Dorney was admitted
for heart problems. He was
made aware that his old
teacher and friend, Father
McGovern, in decline with
stomach cancer, was a
patient nearby. Neither was
in any condition to visit.
Both were about to return to
the Lord they had served so
well. On March 15, 1914,
Father Dorney died, at age
63. Father McGovern died at
age 75, 15 days later.
A man of enthusiasm
and passion, current pastor
Father Jim Curtin is built
of similar strong qualities.
Having built a parish
center, a narthex, renovated
the church interior – just
to name a portion of his
activities – he has now
embarked on upgrading the
church basement area. The
space, when completed, will
be available to the parish
and Lockport community
for events. The fact that
this comes about as we
remember the centennial
earlier in the year of the early
priests who contributed so
much to Lockport is a fitting
testament to the continuing
commitment of Saint Dennis
parish to the Lockport
community.

Story by Joseph Clark, a parishioner at St. Dennis Parish, Lockport

19

St. Joseph and a Spirituality of Work

I

In his apostolic visit to Sardinia, Pope
Francis faced the drastic threat of
unemployment he found there and
exclaimed, "And the young who do
not find a job collapse, and their
dignity with them. Do you realize that in a
world where youth – two generations of
young people – have no work that this world
has no future? Why? Because they have no
dignity! It is hard to have dignity without
work. This is your difficulty here. This is the
prayer you were crying out from this place:
'work', 'work', 'work.' It is a necessary prayer.
Work means dignity, work means taking
food home, work means loving!" (Sept. 22,
2013) Pope Francis's last sentence here is
especially striking. While it is obvious that
work means taking food home, it is less
obvious that "work means dignity" and
"work means loving." One might even object
that, while work can lead to bringing food
home, it is possible to bring food home
without work, and perhaps some would say
that to do so is preferable.

In thinking back to childhood, it seems that we longed
for breaks from school – we longed for weekends, for snow
days, for holidays, for summer vacation – and to take that to
its logical extreme, one might conclude that the ultimate goal
would be no work at all, an unending holiday. In a similar
vein, some people dream of hitting it big on the lottery, which
would bring an end to their need for work. Expressions
like "TGIF" reinforce this idea that real life happens on the
weekend, and work is only a necessary evil which must be
endured between weekends.
A Christian vision of work
When we turn our attention to the Gospel, and to the
Christian teaching derived from it, we discover a different
vision of the meaning of work for the human person. We read
about the beginning and how God worked in creating the
universe, contrasted with His "rest" on the seventh day. We
hear the command of God to man, even in paradise, to "fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion" (Genesis 1:28) and,
because he is in God's image and likeness, he is also invited
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to stop working and share in God's rest. St. John Paul II calls
these passages from Genesis, the "Gospel of Work" (Laborem
Exercens #25). This did not end in the Old Testament, but we
also hear the testimony of Jesus in the Gospel, "My Father is
working still and so am I," (John 5:17) and we also see this
witnessed in the life of Jesus who refuses Satan's temptation to
magically create bread without work and in the hidden life of
Jesus who is identified as a carpenter as well as a carpenter's
son. He is a worker who grew up in a family of workers.
Such passages from Scripture lead St. John Paul II to teach,
"Work is one of the characteristics that distinguish man from
the rest of creatures, whose activity for sustaining their lives
cannot be called work" (Laborem Exercens, Prologue) and
furthermore, "man's life is built up every day from work, from
work it derives its specific dignity" (Laborem Exercens #1). This
is quite a departure from the idea that work is a necessary evil
which must be endured between weekends.
What is lacking in our culture is a spirituality of work.
We do not recognize the value of work in developing our
human dignity, as a means of loving and as a participation
in redemption. St. John Paul II states that the Church "sees
it as her particular duty to form a spirituality of work which
will help all people to come closer, through work, to God, the
Creator and Redeemer" (Laborem Exercens #24). In this article
we will take up three simple points that help to develop a
spirituality of work: work forms the worker, the toil of work is
redemptive, and work is a means of loving.
Work forms the worker
Work is not only a matter of forming the object or product,
but even more importantly it forms the subject, the worker. By
working, the human person develops virtue, which is a lasting
quality of the soul. The virtue of industriousness is particularly
formed by work, but when the work is properly understood
and offered as a prayer, the three theological virtues of faith,
hope, and love are also developed. In this area, St. Joseph is a
particularly compelling example and guide. St. Joseph worked
daily with Jesus in a way that is exemplary for all human
families (cf. Pope St John Paul II, Redemptoris Custos #22). "[H]
e is the proof that in order to be a good and genuine follower
of Christ, there is no need of great things – it is enough to have
the common, simple and human virtues, but they need to be
true and authentic" (Paul VI, Discourse, March 19, 1969). St.
Joseph developed these human virtues through daily work. We
do not have any records of the products of his labor; no one
claims to have a chair or table or cabinet that was fashioned by
St. Joseph. St. Joseph's work was not fruitful because of what
it visibly produced but rather because of the virtue that was
invisibly produced in him.
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Savior's loving invitation to share in His work of redemption.
Secondly, the realization that the pain of our labor is connected
with the cross of Christ also gives us hope in the victory of the
resurrection. This hope can help us to persevere through the
trials as we confidently look forward to what awaits us in the
love of Christ, what eye has not seen and ear has not heard. St.
John Paul II encourages us that "in work, thanks to the light
that penetrates us from the resurrection of Christ, we always
find a glimmer of new life, of the new good, as if it were an
announcement of 'the new heavens and the new earth in which
man and the world participate precisely through the toil that
goes with work." (Laborem Exercens #27)

Our worship becomes a true act of
offering the labors of the week
and our rest becomes an opportunity to
deepen our relationships and not merely
bask in self-indulgence."
The toil of work is redemptive
Since the fall, all work bears a quality of toil, with the
products of work coming about only by the sweat of man's
brow. That toil and sweat are intimately connected with our
human frailty and ultimately lead to death. Fortunately, like
our death, our work also finds redemption in Christ's suffering
and death. The toil of work becomes an opportunity to unite
our sufferings to the sufferings of Christ and so to share in
His redemption. "The Christian finds in human work a small
part of the cross of Christ and accepts it in the same spirit
of redemption in which Christ accepted his Cross for us."
(Laborem Exercens #27)
It is doubly helpful for us to know this as we take up our daily
labor. Firstly, it helps us to resist the temptation to complain in
the face of difficulties, or to ask why the difficulties are taking
place. Complaining simply saps our energy and rejects the

Work as a means of loving
St. John Paul II asserted, "Work was the daily expression of
love in the life of the Family of Nazareth." (Redemptoris Custos,
#22) Whether we labor to pay for the groceries or labor to
cook them into tasty food, whether we labor to build the house
or labor to keep it clean, our labor is a regular expression of
love for another. The Scriptures tell us that the Holy Family
was poor (Luke 2:24) and unremarkable (Luke 4:22) in a
material or external way. At the same time, however, they
were rich in love and that love was expressed through their
labors for each other. To return to the Holy Father's words in
Sardinia, "work means loving" and the inability to work is a
limitation on being able to show love for another. This is how
the Holy Father can say so powerfully, "In a world where the
youth have no work ... this world has no future."
Work is not a necessary evil between weekends, but rather an
inherent part of our dignity, part of God's plan of redemption
and a means for loving one another. Rest is certainly a good and
necessary part of our lives – we are not made merely for work
– but the reality is that we cannot even enjoy the rest unless
we have been at work. As we grow in virtue through our labors
and learn how to offer our labors out of love for one another,
we are prepared in the best way for our Sunday worship and
our Sunday rest. Our worship becomes a true act of offering
the labors of the week and our rest becomes an opportunity to
deepen our relationships and not merely bask in self-indulgence.
We can learn all this best from the Holy Family, particularly in
following the saintly example of St. Joseph.
Story by Father Boniface Hicks, a
Benedictine priest and monk of St.
Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. He is
a program manager and host for “We Are
One Body” radio network, which records
podcasts of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon’s
thoughts every week.
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Things to Do
DIOCESAN DIACONATE
ORDINATION PILGRIMAGE
TO ROME AND ASSISI

Join Auxiliary Bishop Joseph
Siegel and Father Burke
Masters, the diocesan vocation
director, on a pilgrimage
to Rome and Assisi for the
ordination to the diaconate of
Paul Solomon, a seminarian
with the diocese. The dates
are from Sept. 26-Oct. 5.
Participants will experience
St. Peter's Basilica, the Scavi
excavations, which have the
bones of St. Peter, and the
hillside town of Assisi. Also
included is the Pontifical North
American College’s 2014
Diaconate Ordinations. Other
highlights of the pilgrimage
include visits to the Vatican
Museums, a Wednesday
audience with Pope Francis,
a visit to the Pontifical North
American College, and a walk
through Ancient Rome. For
further information and/or to
reserve your place, contact
Sofia at 800.653.0017 or
email: canterbury.tours@live.
com for a detailed brochure
and reservation form.

to be a light to the world, to
be the salt of the earth.”
The next official step in the
open house festivities was
the ribbon-cutting. Standing
next to Bishop Conlon to
participate in that was Crest
Hill Mayor Ray Soliman.
Throughout the afternoon,
hundreds of people streamed
through the hallways of the
new center, talking to staff,
asking questions, eating
food that had been set up
throughout the building,
checking out the facility.
Driving in from a distance
was no problem for some
people. Take Mary Massingale,
the director of communications
for the Catholic Conference of
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YOUNG ADULT CAMPING
RETREAT TO BE HELD ON
MAY 30

A camping retreat will be
held from May 30 to June
1 at Starved Rock State
Park. It will include time for
personal reflection, prayer
and discussion, as well as
opportunities for hiking and
rafting. Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon will celebrate a closing
Mass. Contact Mike Hoyt at
815.221.6234 or mhoyt@
dioceseofjoliet.org for more
information.

hospitality begin at 9 a.m., with
the presentation to be from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. The day will
include prayer and reflection,
presentations, exhibits, breakout sessions and lunch.
There is no cost. A freewill
offering will be received for
the meal. For reservations call
815.221.6251 by May 23.

Week 1: June 7-June 13

YOUNG ADULT CATHOLIC
LEADERS OFFER PARISH
MISSIONS FOR YOUTHS TO
GROW IN FAITH

Week 3: June 21-June 27

The Justice and Peace Ministry
and Missions Animation of the
diocesan Office for Human
Dignity, with the Joliet Diocese
Social Justice Coalition,
will be hosting a half-day
seminar on promoting the
Gospel zeal for international
justice featuring Father Tom
McQuaid of Catholic Relief
Services. “Animating Your
Parish in Global Solidarity”
will take place May 31 at the
Blanchette Catholic Center
in Crest Hill. Registration and

Totus Tuus is a week-long
“parish mission” for Catholic
youth entering grades
1st through 12th where
seminarians and college
students proclaim the Gospel
and promote the Catholic faith.
Totus Tuus seeks to inspire in
young people a true longing for
holiness, a deep desire for daily
conversion, and an openness
to their vocation by constantly
challenging them to give
themselves entirely to Christ
through Mary and by continually
strengthening their prayer
lives in imitation of her. For
more information, go to www.
dioceseofjoliet.org/ttjoliet.

Illinois (CCI). She drove about
an hour from Chicago to attend
the center’s blessing ceremony.
“At CCI, we represent all
of the diocesan bishops at
the state Capitol, so we’re
always interested in what’s
going on at the home front,”
Massingale said. “This is
a beautiful and spacious
building. The people of the
diocese of Joliet should be
very proud.”
She added, with a laugh, “I
think CCI should schedule a
few of its statewide committee
meetings here.”
In summing up the day,
Bishop Conlon said in
an interview that it was
“gratifying” to have so many

people from throughout the
diocese come to visit the
center.
“I felt as though I was giving
people an opportunity to
experience what we do here,
which, at the end of the day,
is serving them,” he said.
“Usually, we’re going out with
our services, but that day they
were coming here to be with
us, with the people who work
at the Blanchette Catholic
Center. We had people from
many different parishes. I felt
like I was welcoming them
to my home. I was shaking
their hands, offering them
something to eat. It was fun
showing them my office. I was
having a great time."

SEMINAR ON PROMOTING
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE TO
BE HELD IN LATE MAY
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1. Notre Dame, Clarendon Hills
2. St. Jude, Joliet
3. St. Dominic, Bolingbrook
4. St. Dennis, Lockport

Week 2: June 14-June 20
1. St. Martin of Tours, Kankakee
2. St. Anthony, Frankfort
3. St. Paul the Apostle, Joliet
4. St. Charles Borromeo,
Bensenville
5. St. Michael, Wheaton

1. St. Ann, Channahon
2. St. Peter, Itasca
3. Sacred Heart, Lombard
4. Ss. Peter and Paul, Naperville
5. St. Francis Xavier, Joliet

Week 4: July 5-July 11
1. Our Lady of Lourdes,
Gibson City
2. St. Joseph, Manhattan
3. Holy Trinity, Westmont
4. Corpus Christi, Carol Stream
5. St. Patrick, Yorkville

Week 5: July 12-July 18
1. Immaculate Conception, Gilman
2. St. Jude, New Lenox (2 teams)
3. Assumption Church, Coal City
4. St. Joan of Arc, Lisle

Week 6: July 19-July 25
1. St. Francis, Bolingbrook
2. St. Mary Minooka
3. St. Mary Immaculate, Plainfield
4. St. Raphael, Naperville
5. St. Joseph, Downers Grove

Joliet Council of Catholic
Women Establishes
Award in Honor of
Bishop Imesch
The Joliet Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women (CCW) has
established the Bishop Imesch
Christian Service Award to
thank Bishop Emeritus Joseph
L. Imesch and to honor him
for his many years of faithful
support of the CCW in the
diocese and to recognize his
encouragement of women in
leadership roles in Church
administration and ministry.
This award will be presented
to one woman who has been a
long-term living witness of the
mission and works we embrace
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Last Word

Do you feel the grace, dwelling in this place,
breathing as it lingers in the air?
Do you hear His voice, whisper in a song,
calling, “Lean on Me, and I will make you strong?”
Do you see the sun pour in, a symbol of His glory?
Does your heart embrace the words that speak the Gospel’s story?
Do you smell the incense, lifting prayers above?
Will you rest at peace in the aroma of His love?
Do you taste the Bread of Life He gave before His death?
Does the cup renew your love as you praise Him with each breath?
Do you know you’ll leave today, wrapped in gifts Divine?
And will all those who cross your path, see your grace-light shine?
- Poem by Beverly Fournier, a parishioner at Holy Family Parish in Shorewood.

as the Joliet CCW. It will be
presented for the first time at the
JDCCW Biennial Convention
on Oct. 11, 2014.
For additional information or
to obtain a nomination form,
please contact the JDCCW
office at 815.221.6249 or
visit our website at www.
dioceseofjoliet.org under
Offices/Pastoral Concerns.
Deadline for nominations is
Aug. 1, 2014.

Vatican Expert Offers
Insights on Pope Francis
The Catholic Church is
merciful and missionary with
servant leadership. Those
are the emerging themes
from Pope Francis’ first year
of the papacy, according to
John L. Allen, Jr., Vatican
correspondent and senior
Vatican analyst for CNN. Allen
shared his insights with his
presentation, “The Francis
Revolution: Taking Stock of
the New Pope at the One-Year
Mark” during the 12th Annual
Signum Fidei Lecture in late

March at Lewis University.
Allen talked to the crowd
of about 300 people inside
the St. Charles Borromeo
Center on the university’s main
campus in Romeoville. Retired
Bishop John R. Gorman of
Chicago was in attendance as
well as clergy and lay people
from parishes in northern
Illinois, Lewis University
students, faculty, and staff.
In this past year, Allen
said he has witnessed the
pope make an impact with
the populace, in the media,
and on the culture of Rome.
Currently, according to CNN,
the pope has a 90 percent
approval rating among
Americans and 12 million
followers on Twitter. He was
selected as Vanity Fair and
Time’s Person of the Year in
2013. And, his impact on
the culture of Rome has been
to simplify the Church and
create more transparency.
Allen noted three emerging
pillars of where the pope has
the most impact.
First, Allen said the

pope is “recalibrating” the
expectations of leadership in
the Catholic Church, not as
power, but as service. Allen
quoted the pope as saying he
doesn’t want church leaders
to have the “psychology of a
prince, but the smell of their
sheep because they are close
to the people they serve.”
Second, Pope Francis sees
the importance of the role of
the Church as missionary in its
work. Allen said the pope feels
it is important to bring God’s
love to the men and women
who need it most. His wishes
are evidenced in his deliberate
stops along routes to embrace
people and personally call
upon people. He also has been
active politically and took a
pro-immigration stance in Italy;
called out Brazil for claiming a
“false peace” when they had
not included their poor and
marginalized; and gathered his
leadership to speak out against
a possible war in Syria.
And third, Allen believes
Pope Francis will be most
known for spreading the

Christian message of mercy.
He quoted the pope as
saying, “The Lord never gets
tired of forgiving."
In the end of his lecture,
Allen left everyone with a call
to action. He said, “If we can
come together and summon
the best of ourselves, we will
have the winning formula for a
New Evangelization.”

2014 Pastor Assignments
The following is a list of pastors
and their new parishes, effective
June 18, 2014:
St. Mary, Beaverville
Fr. Daniel Belanger
St. Mary, Mokena
Fr. Dindo Billote
Immaculate Conception,
Gilman, and St. Peter, Piper City
Fr. Reynaldo Treyes
St. Ann, Channahon
Fr. Peter Jarosz
St. Daniel the Prophet, Wheaton
Fr. James Dvorscak
St. John the Apostle, Villa Park
Fr. Mark Rosenbaum
Christ the King, Lombard
Fr. Jeffery Stoneberg
Mary Queen of Heaven, Elmhurst
Fr. Jason Stone
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