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FROM THE
BISHOP

So distressing is the situation, it often seems
beyond repair. But Pope Francis reminds us that from
... the heart of the Trinity, from the depths
of the mystery of God, the great river of
mercy wells up and overflows unceasingly.
It is a spring that will never run dry, no
matter how many people draw from it.
Every time someone is in need, he or she
can approach it, because the mercy of
God never ends. [#25]

THE FACE OF MERCY
In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience
of opening our hearts to those living on the outermost
fringes of society ... How many uncertain and painful
situations there are in the world today! How many are
the wounds borne by the flesh of those who have no
voice because their cry is muffled and drowned out ...
During this Jubilee, the Church will be called even more
to heal these wounds, to assuage them with the oil of
consolation, to bind them with mercy and cure them
with solidarity and vigilant care. [#15]

PRAY!
FOR MERCY

BY BISHOP R.
DANIEL CONLON
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These words stand at the center of Pope
Francis’s proclamation, “The Face of Mercy,”
inaugurating the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Now in the
midst of that year, I wish to invite all of us to “open
our hearts” to those who have been the victims of
sexual abuse while they were minors in the Church.
For more than two decades, the Catholic Church
in the United States has suffered the agony and
shame of this tragedy. Many efforts have been
made to heal the wounds. Yet, I am painfully aware
that the victims have not, for the most part, been
made whole and that the reputation of the Church
remains profoundly stained.
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Therefore, I remain optimistic, not on account
of our efforts or sentiments, but on account of
the unfailing mercy of God. The Holy Father, in
proclaiming the Year of Mercy, turned our attention
to the beautiful example of the Blessed Mother,
who, at the foot of the cross, “attests that the
mercy of the Son of God knows no bounds and
extends to everyone, without exception.” [#24]
Inspired by the Mother of Mercy, I invite every
parish and chapel in the Diocese of Joliet to use
this upcoming Sept. 15, the Memorial of Our Lady
of Sorrows, to pray for an outpouring of God’s love
and mercy upon all of us, especially those who
experienced abuse. I recommend that Mass or
other forms of prayer be scheduled that day at a
time convenient for people to participate, and that
the Universal Prayer (petitions) reflect the need for
God’s mercy in the area of child abuse in the Church.
As a bishop, I comprehend that the damage
caused by the sexual abuse of minors by ordained
ministers of the Church is deep and will last a long
time. Still, with Pope Francis, I profess that the
... Church feels the urgent need to
proclaim God’s mercy. Her life is authentic
and credible only when she becomes
a convincing herald of mercy. She
knows her primary task, especially at a
moment full of great hopes and signs of
contradiction, is to introduce everyone
to the great mystery of God’s mercy by
contemplating the face of Christ….In this
Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the
word of God that resounds strong and
clear as a message and a sign of pardon,
strength, aid, and love. May she never tire
of extending mercy, and be ever patient in
offering compassion and comfort. [#25]

ESPAÑOL

E

n este año santo, esperamos con anticipación la experiencia de abrir nuestros corazones a los
que viven en la periferia más externa de la sociedad. ¡Cuántas situaciones inciertas y dolorosas
están en el mundo hoy! Cuántas son las heridas de la carne de aquellos que no tienen voz porque
su grito es amortiguado y ahogado. Durante este jubileo, la iglesia será llamada aún más para sanar
estas heridas, para calmar con el aceite del consuelo, para enlazar con misericordia y curación con la
solidaridad y el cuidado vigilante. [#15]

Estas palabras están al centro
de la proclamación de Papa
ORAR!
Francisco, "El rostro de la
POR LA
misericordia," inaugurando el año
MISERICORDIA
jubilar de la misericordia. Ahora en
medio de ese año, deseo invitar
a todos a "abrir nuestros corazones" a quienes
han sido víctimas del abuso sexual cuando eran
menores de edad en la iglesia.
Durante más de dos décadas, la Iglesia Católica
en los Estados Unidos ha sufrido la agonía y la
vergüenza de esta tragedia. Se hicieron muchos
esfuerzos para sanar las heridas. Sin embargo,
soy perfectamente consciente que las víctimas
no, en su mayor parte, han sido sanadas por lo
completo y que la reputación de la Iglesia sigue
siendo profundamente manchada.
Tan preocupante es la situación, que abecés
parece más allá de la reparación. Pero Papa
Francisco nos recuerda que a partir de
.. .el corazón de la Trinidad, desde las
profundidades del misterio de Dios, el gran
río de misericordia se llena y se desborda
sin cesar. Es un manantial que nunca se
secara, no importa cuántas personas sacan
agua de él. Siempre que alguien está en
necesidad, él o ella pueden acercarse a él,
porque la misericordia de Dios nunca se
acaba. [#25]
Por lo tanto, sigo siendo optimista, no por
cuenta de nuestros esfuerzos o sentimientos,
pero a causa de la constante misericordia de
Dios. El Santo Padre, en la proclamación del año
de la misericordia, regresa nuestra atención al
bello ejemplo de la Santísima Virgen, que, a los
pies de la Cruz, "confirma que la misericordia del

¡CUÁNTAS
SITUACIONES
INCIERTAS Y
DOLOROSAS
ESTÁN EN EL
MUNDO HOY!
CUÁNTAS
SON LAS
HERIDAS DE
LA CARNE DE
AQUELLOS QUE
NO TIENEN
VOZ PORQUE
SU GRITO ES
AMORTIGUADO
Y AHOGADO.

OBISPO
R. DANIEL
CONLON

hijo de Dios no conoce límites y se extiende a
todos, sin excepción." [#24]
Inspirado por la madre de la misericordia,
invito a cada parroquia y capilla de la diócesis de
Joliet a utilizar este próximo 15 de septiembre, el
monumento de Nuestra Señora de los Dolores,
para orar por un derramamiento del amor de Dios
y misericordia de todos nosotros, especialmente
aquellos que experimentaron abuso. Yo
recomiendo que Misa u otras formas de oración
sean programadas ese día en un momento
conveniente para las personas que participan, y
que la oración Universal (peticiones) reflejan la
necesidad de la misericordia de Dios en el área
del abuso de menores en la Iglesia.
Como un obispo, yo comprendo que el daño
causado por el abuso sexual de menores por
parte de los ministros ordenados de la Iglesia es
profundo y va a durar mucho tiempo. Aun así,
con Papa Francisco, profeso que la
... Iglesia siente la urgencia de proclamar la
misericordia de Dios. Su vida es auténtica
y creíble sólo cuando se vuelve un
mensajero convincente de la misericordia.
Ella sabe que su tarea primordial,
especialmente en un momento de grandes
esperanzas y signos de contradicción, es
presentarles todos al gran misterio de la
misericordia de Dios por la contemplación
del rostro de Cristo. En este año jubiloso,
que la iglesia haga un eco de la palabra
de Dios que resuena fuerte y claro
como un mensaje y un signo de perdón,
fuerza, ayuda y el amor. Que nunca se
canse de extender misericordia y ser
siempre paciente en ofrecer compasión y
comodidad. [#25]
3

YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL
NEWS

LECTOR AT CATHEDRAL OF ST. RAYMOND
READS AT EASTER VIGIL MASS IN ROME
STORY BY CARLOS BRICEÑO

ST. RAPHAEL CATHOLIC
SCHOOL STUDENTS
LEARN ABOUT DOWN
SYNDROME
STORY BY CARLOS BRICEÑO

Bridget Shannon is a third
grader at St. Raphael Catholic
School in Naperville. As is
typical with most kids who
are nine years old, she is very
active and has lots of friends.
She loves to participate in
basketball, track, gymnastics
and loves to read. She also has
Down syndrome.
One of her teachers at
the school, Amanda Siegel,
recently talked to her mom
about ways to give her
classmates a better perspective
on her and on Down syndrome.
"She has a lot of friends,
but we thought maybe we
could go deeper and foster a
better understanding of what
makes Bridget special," said
Siegel, who, recently, over the
course of a week-and-a-half,
weaved in lessons relating to
Down syndrome in her science,
religion and social studies’
classes, preparing the students
for World Down Syndrome Day
(WDSD) on March 21. Siegel
invited two speakers from the
4

National Association for Down
Syndrome — a mom who has a
daughter with Down syndrome
and a woman who has Down
syndrome — to talk to the
students on that day.
Students also tie-dyed socks
to support Lots of Socks,
the official theme of WDSD,
created awareness ribbons,
wrote kindness contracts,
and performed random acts
of kindness in honor of Down
syndrome awareness.
Siegel said that all the
discussions and lessons gave
the third-graders a greater
understanding of Down
syndrome and a broader and
deeper perspective on what
it means to befriend someone
with it.
“Even deeper than
acceptance, it [helped them
understand] what it means
to embrace other people and
what it means to learn about it,
instead of shying away from it,”
Siegel said. “They had amazing
insights, and they were so
willing to go with it. They
were so happy to celebrate
their friend and learn so many
different things about her. We
love Bridget so much, and we
don’t see her as different.”
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Tiffany Nemanich has dealt with a lot of
obstacles in life, starting with being born two
months premature. By the age of 15, she had three
surgeries — all dealing with issues relating to
Prader-Willi Syndrome, which is a complex genetic
condition that affects many parts of the body and
results in weak muscle tone, feeding difficulties —
including overeating — poor growth, and delayed
development, along with mild-to-moderate
intellectual impairment and learning disabilities.
Her father, Scott, and late mother, Elaine, were told
she would never read.
But all that did not stop Tiffany from standing at
the lectern at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome during
the recent Easter Vigil Mass, reading from the
Bible. This is a role she’s used to because, for six
years, she’s been a lector at the Cathedral of St.
Raymond in Joliet.
Here’s how she ended up there: Her dad noticed
that lay people were reading at Papal Masses,
so he thought, why not his daughter? He talked
to Father Brad Baker, the cathedral’s rector, and
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel, a family friend,
both of whom thought it was a great idea. With
their support — which included Bishop Siegel
writing a letter of support — Scott wrote a letter in
January to the Papal Master of Ceremonies, asking
if Tiffany could read at a Papal Mass.
The answer was yes, and that led to the trip to
Rome. Tiffany’s reading of Ezekiel during the Mass
was so powerful that reactions were immediate.
After the reading, two priests whispered to her
what a great job she did. After the Mass, one priest
told Tiffany he will never forget the last words of
her reading. One woman from Florida, watching
on television, even Googled who the lector was
during that reading, emailed the Cathedral of St.
Raymond, and wrote: “I was so moved by her joy
and beautiful spirit.
Those last few lines
made me cry out
with joy.”
Here dad summed
up the entire
experience this way:
“I thank God for my
daughter and the
tremendous honor
given to her.”
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YOUR LIFE
VOCATIONS

Youths Respond Positively
to Vocations Conference

T

he Diocese of Joliet recently hosted its 2nd Annual “Here I Am Lord’
Conference, and, over the course of three days, approximately 2,000
young people experienced the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our
diocese. The goal of this conference was twofold: to inspire young people to
a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and to encourage them to consider
God’s call in their life.

STORY BY
Sister Cecilia
Joseph, OP,
a member of
the Dominican
Sisters of
St. Cecilia and
principal of St.
Jude Catholic
School in
Joliet

A key element of the conference was the presence
of the diocesan seminarians as they interacted with
students throughout the day. The students also spoke
with religious women, priests, and brothers; they
even heard nuns and seminarians share their vocation
stories during one breakout session.
One student commented, “I learned that a vocation
means one’s calling in life. This applies to me because,
even as a 14-year-old, I can still think about my
vocation today. Right now, my vocation is to be a child of God, and
later in life I will still be a child of God, but maybe I will be married, or
maybe I will be a nun. What I learned, most importantly, is that God
will always accept and love His followers no matter what they choose
as their vocation if they continue to live as His children. This is why He
gave us free will. I believe that God will nudge you in the right path,
but it is up to you to choose. Just like we have faith in His teachings,
He has faith in us to choose the right path.”
After learning about the faith, discussing vocations, and praising
God through song, students and teachers also spent time in
worship. The conference concluded with Eucharistic Adoration so
that students could spend time in Jesus’ presence, asking how they
can serve Him now and in the future. One student said, “If I had to
choose my favorite part of the conference, I would choose the time
we took for Adoration so that we could listen to God and tell Him
‘Here I am, Lord.’ This amazing experience helped me to realize
how important God is to me.”

6
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In the days following the conference, notes
giving clear evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in
our diocese continued to pour in from teachers,
parents, and students. A teacher said, “The students
couldn’t stop talking about the conference. I asked
them if they enjoyed it more than they thought they
would, and they enthusiastically said, ‘Yes.’ When I
asked if they were touched or moved in Adoration,
they too said, ‘Yes.’ ”
One parent chaperone said, “I was inspired by
all of the students as they expressed their faith
without fear of peer pressure or embarrassment. It
is so hopeful that our young people are fearless in
their living of the faith. I observed a true openness
and yearning by so many of the students to know
their own vocation in life.”
Following the conference, students were surveyed
on their experience. Below are some results:

80%
77%
76%
76%
74%
72%
71%
59%
54%
49%

said that they better understand what the
Church teaches about vocations through 		
this experience.
said they would like to attend this event
next year.
said Jesus’ love for them became more real
through this experience.
said they were inspired to live out their faith
more fully each day.
said the conference helped deepen their
relationship with Jesus.
said they are willing to follow God’s plan for
their life no matter what He asks of them.

said they learned things about their faith that
they did not know.
said during or after the conference they asked
God what His plan is for their life.
said they view the priesthood and religious life
as a joy-filled vocation.
said this conference changed their view of the
priesthood and religious life in a positive way.

The next conference will take place in
November 2016. May the Holy Spirit continue
to inspire our young people to be generous in
saying “yes” to the Lord if He calls them to the
priesthood or religious life.

YOUR FAITH
CONFERENCE

Catholic Men’s
Movement
Seeks to

Energize Men

to Grow
in Faith
Longton, a parishioner
at St. Ann in Channahon,
was comfortable being a
HERALD
Catholic — comfortable, but
not at peace.
“I went to Mass,” he said.
“I received the Eucharist. I
was a good person. I didn’t rob banks. I didn’t
sell drugs. I was a ‘good’ person.”
But over time he noticed that something
was increasingly missing in his life.
“Jesus is always inviting us to more,” he
said. “Our God is a God of more. The message
I was getting was, ‘I would like you to step it
up a notch or two.’ ”
About a year and a half ago, a friend of
Longton’s was attending a men’s group, called
Fishers of Men, at Holy Family in Shorewood and
invited him to check it out.
“The more I attended, the more I realized that
it was the work of the Holy Spirit going on in
these guys,” he said. “I came to respect and be
drawn to what was happening there. I could see
spiritual growth occurring, an awareness of and
commitment to Christ in their lives and a desire to
pursue that. I thought this is a very good thing.”
He was so inspired by the Fishers of Men group

that he suggested to his pastor, Father Peter
Jarosz, that St. Ann host a similar group. Last
October, Longton and 15 men, including some from
Holy Family, held their first Fishers of Men meeting.
Now, the group meets at the parish every Saturday
morning from 7-8:30 a.m.
According to the Fishers of Men website, “Our
small group gatherings and events are open to
all men and consist of Scripture study, group
discussion, and prayer. We study God's word,
but we are not just a Bible study group. We offer
support, but we are not just a support group.
We discuss various issues, but we are not just a
discussion group. We consider social issues, but
we are not just a social action group. We help one
another and the community; we encourage one
another; we pray for one another; we challenge
one another; we love one another.”
Longton has also attended some of the Catholic
Man Night events that have been occurring around
the diocese in recent months. These nights include
adoration; confession; a talk by a priest; smallgroup sharing; dinner; and a raffle drawing.
The benefits of both of these gatherings with
other men — a term that is being used to describe
it is “emangelization” — has greatly strengthened
Longton in his spiritual journey, he said.
“My relationship with God has been

Story by
Carlos Briceño
Photos by
Colin York
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strengthened and renewed,” he said. “I couldn’t be
more pleased.”
The “man movement” in the diocese is the
result of the efforts of Fishers of Men, a group
that is sponsoring a men’s conference for the third
consecutive year. The next conference will be
held on June 4 at Benedictine University in Lisle.
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M. Siegel will celebrate
a Mass at 7:30 a.m. that
day. The conference will
start at 8:30 a.m. and
will end at 3:30 p.m. The
featured speakers will
be Father Burke Masters,
the diocesan vocations
director, and Doug Barry,
a co-host of EWTN’s
“Life on the Rock” show
and the founder of the
Catholic apostolates,
RADIX and Battle Ready.
Breakout sessions include:
“What is my Catholic
Vocation?” “Living and
Praying in Jesus' Name.”
“Raising Confident,
Capable, Spiritual Kids.”
And “Marriage: Stronger
Together.”
Mike Cemeno, one of the
founders of the Fishers of
Men group in the diocese,
said the group meetings,
the Catholic Man Nights
... ENGAGE IN
and the upcoming men’s
THIS BATTLE!
conference all help men
deal with what he views as
THAT'S WHEN WE FIND
a “crisis” that is going on in
HOPE, AND OTHERS FIND
society about what it’s like
HOPE AND STRENGTH
to be a man.
“The false definitions that
FROM GOD, THROUGH US.
are
out there really bring
AND THAT IS WHAT WE
men down and don’t lift
ARE CALLED TO BRING
them up,” said Cemeno,
TO THIS WORLD.
a parishioner at St. Jude
Parish in Joliet. “We’ve been
trying to help and bring about a real and authentic
one that is modeled after our Lord and Savior –
and that is serving others.”
Cemeno offered his explanation for the false
definitions out there. When they are young, most
8
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boys usually compare their athletic ability to other
boys and compete for the attention that that
brings, he said. When older, young men compare
their girlfriends to others, competing for the status
that comes with being with the prettiest girl. And,
as adults, most men compare things of the world
— job titles, bank accounts, cars — and compete
to achieve prestige and power. In other words,
Cemeno said, athletic ability, sexual conquests and
economic success all add up to a false masculinity.
He hopes that the man movement in the diocese
helps men know that they are not alone in their
faith journeys and helps them grow in faith and
love with Jesus.
“The devil has a way of isolating us in thinking
that we are by ourselves, and we are just fighting
a needless battle so when you can connect with
other men and you challenge, intercede, pray for
one another, you lift one another up,” Cemeno
said. “It makes a huge, huge difference.”
The men interviewed for this story all talked
about how belonging to the Fishers of Men groups
helped give deeper meaning to the Scripture
readings during Sunday Masses (because usually
their men’s groups have already discussed it) and
going to confession, which is usually available
if a man attends a monthly Catholic Man Night
evening, helps bring them closer to Jesus.
Another benefit is men have other men they
trust to turn to when they need to talk about deep
and spiritual topics. For instance, Deacon Karl
Huebner, from Holy Family Parish in Shorewood
who belongs to the Fishers of Men group at his
parish, said the men in the group have become
“close brothers.”
“We know each others’ families,” said Huebner,
who added that there are two occasions that the
Fishers of Men group meets during the week: on
Saturday mornings at 7 a.m. and Tuesday evenings
at 7 p.m. “What we talk about at Fishers of Men
stays there. We trust each other that it does stay
there, and at the same time we're praying for
each other and comparing notes as far as being
husbands and plain being men.”
Joe Highland, a parishioner at Holy Family Parish
in Shorewood who attends the Fishers of Men
meetings there, said it’s not often easy for men to
talk about their feelings. But, because his group
has been meeting for three years, “we are more
comfortable with each other,” he said. “We are
more open with each other. We are more willing

CONFERENCE

God loves them, it’s easier for them to fall prey to
to talk about our feelings and express our feelings.
the world’s temptations.
We know that anything that is said at the meeting
“The deep love from God the Father, that's
stays at the meeting, so we trust each other. I feel I
what really gives us the ability to be a fighter,
can talk to them about anything. ”
the protector, the defender,” Barry said. “That all
Someone who understands what these men are
comes from God.”
dealing with and how they are growing spiritually
When a man isn’t the spiritual head of the home,
is Doug Barry, one of the speakers at the June
Barry added, it affects the faith of the family for
4 conference. Although based in Nebraska, he’s
generations to come. Studies have shown that the
made it his mission for years to travel around the
percentage of children who remain active in their
country, exhorting men to be “battle ready.”
faith as adults rises dramatically when their fathers
“We are children of God,” Barry said. “We are
are considered the spiritual heads of their homes,
called by God to be incredible warriors in this
Barry said.
world — fighters/protectors/defenders, spiritually
“This doesn't take away from the woman,” he
and physically. Many of us don't understand that.
added. “My wife is the spiritual heart of the home.
We don't hear about that. We're not challenged to
And it takes the head and the heart for the body
grow that way.
to move.”
“If we have that relationship with God the
Because men understand action, Barry’s “battle
Father,” he continued, “we're better prepared to
ready” message is simple. Men need to
fight the fight in these areas, especially
act to grow their relationship with God
in the areas of purity and in dealing with
in order to get closer to Him.
the attack of pornography, because we
“Men understand action,” he said.
then have a better grasp of who we are
FOR MORE
“One of the great ways to find hope in
in God's eyes. We are called by God to
INFORMATION
helping us men realize where we need
be great men, and that doesn't mean
on Doug Barry and
his message, go to
to be and what we need to be doing
we are going to be great in the eyes of
battlereadystrong.com
as spiritual warriors and fighters is to
the world. In fact, normally, that's not
understand that we're called to action
what it's going to look like. It's going to
on different levels. [We’re called to] spiritual
be deeper and much more sublime, and when we
action: the act of the will, the heart, and soul to
die and stand before God, He's not going to care
cooperate with God’s grace, and, of course, the
about our bank accounts. He's not going to care
mental action of how do we incorporate the truth
about our status in the world. He's going to care
of God in our lives and figure out how we protect
about our connection with Him and the love we
our families and fulfill our jobs in a way that honors
have had for Him and how we live out our love in
God and benefits the world? And, of course, you
our vocations, especially as husbands and fathers.”
need to put this faith into physical action! You have
In addition to dealing with the many temptations
to actually do it. You need to live it every day.
of the world, many men are also dealing with “a
“Let's roll up our sleeves,” Barry said. “Let's
father wound,” which can be described as the
acknowledge the problems and our woundedness.
absence of a father figure or the failing to have a
Let's not hide from them. Let's do what we
strong, loving and supportive relationship with a
know we need to do, which is get ourselves in
responsible father.
the presence of God through prayer and the
As a result, many men don’t relate to the
Sacraments. Pray that rosary. Go to confession.
Catholic faith in a masculine way because a
Get to Mass. Get to adoration. Read the Scriptures.
lot of them were taught their faith primarily
Communicate with those around you and engage.
by their mothers or grandmothers, Barry said.
Engage, engage in this battle! That's when we
Consequently, many men drift away from an
find hope, and others find hope and strength from
understanding and knowledge of the faith. And
God, through us. And that is what we are called to
when these men don’t have a relationship with
bring to this world.”
God, he said, when they don’t realize how much

TO LEARN MORE about the upcoming men’s conference, go to fishersofmenonline.com
9

Story by
Carlos Briceño

St. Joseph Parish Celebrates

125 Years

of Showing Christ in Action

T

he history of the United States is full of stories of
immigrants who came here to seek a better life. The history
of the Catholic Church is an immigrant story too – hard-working
people who did not have much wealth, but were rich in spirit
and proudly brought their language, culture and faith in God to
the United States.

This story is also the story of St.
Joseph Parish in Joliet, which is
celebrating its 125th anniversary
with a Mass on May 15 at 11:30 a.m.
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M. Siegel will
be presiding along with the pastor,
Father Timothy P. Andres, O.Carm.
Afterward, there will be a celebration
at St. Joseph Park, 700 Theodore
St. in Joliet, with cocktail hour
10

starting at 1 p.m. and dinner at 2 p.m.
Entertainment will be provided from
3-6 p.m. Call the rectory (815.727.9378)
for tickets, which cost $30.
“The history of St. Joe’s is both
familiar and unique,” said Father
Andres. “Very familiar because it was
built by immigrants, and the history of
the church in the United States is an
immigrant story. People coming here,
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seeking a new life and bringing their
faith with them and needing priests
who spoke their language to be able
to serve their needs. So that is how
St. Joe's began. It's unique because
the immigrants who came here
were Slovenian. They were a smaller
immigrant group that came to the
United States. They settled in Cleveland
and in the iron range in northern
Minnesota and in Joliet because of the
steel mills and in Colorado because
of the mines. They went to places of
industry so they could find jobs.”
Those who came to this diocese
settled in downtown Joliet, and it was
there that they built a church. The first
church, built in 1891, was made of Joliet
limestone donated by Marcus Krakar.
Despite an economic depression at
the time, parishioners were able to
raise $2,000 in 1895 to build a onestory, two-room school building that
measured 60-by-30 feet. The school,
staffed by the Sisters of St. Francis,
opened its doors to 64 students in
October 1895. Within five years, the
parish had grown to 200 families. A
bigger church needed to be built, and
in 1905, Archbishop of Chicago, James
Quigley, dedicated the current historic
church building, which is Romanesque
in style, made with Indiana limestone,
with twin spires rising 156 feet, topped
with 16-carat gold crosses.
“St. Joe’s was built in a style that
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engages people's minds and hearts
heavenward,” said Father Andres.
“That's the whole point of Catholic
church architecture: to bring our
thoughts upward to God.”
The north steeple has three church
bells, which, up until 1950, were rung
by hand using ropes and hammers. The
latest church restoration was begun
in 2004 and is still a work in progress.
The firm of Daprato-Rigali, which was
the original contractor more than 100
years ago, was again hired to gild,
paint and restore the interior.
Although the beautiful church is a
visible reminder that people’s faith
is a jewel to be treasured, another
important part of the parish history is
its school.
Almost 4,000 students graduated
from St. Joseph School over 115 years.
They were taught by more than 225
Joliet Franciscan sisters, several sisters
from other orders and many dedicated
lay teachers, said Angela Zaida, a
longtime parishioner, who maintains
the parish museum along with her
brother, John Lukancic .
The school closed in 2010, but it has
a legacy that will live on for a long time.
“The students educated at St. Joe’s
were taught to be good Catholics and
good citizens,” said Zaida, a graduate
of the school. “We were given a good,
solid education, and we continue to
be a positive presence in Joliet and
wherever life takes us.”
Lukancic said the school and the
parish have been great influences on
his life.
“I was baptized there, received all
Sacraments there, I was married there,
and I will be buried there,” he said.
His family’s entire existence revolved
around the parish and the school.
His father worked in the mill, and his
mother stayed at home.
“We didn’t have much,” he said, “but
the priority was for the youngsters to
learn about their religion.”
And what was it that he learned?
“Almost everything that I am,” he
said. “I learned a lot of things in life.
I’m absolutely convinced that the most

important things I’ve learned were at
St. Joe’s School.”
The priests associated with the parish
over the years also influenced those
who attended the parish. One towering
influence was longtime pastor, Msgr.
Matthias Butala, who led the parish
from 1938 until 1973. A superb baseball
player when he was young, Msgr.
Butala developed what later became
St. Joseph Park, which included a ball
field for little league baseball games.
In his homily on the occasion of the
centennial anniversary celebration in
1991, the late Auxiliary Bishop Roger L.
Kaffer quoted Msgr. Butala as saying
that “the parish was basically built on
taking care of its children.”
Father Andres, the pastor, said
the parish now has around 850
families and is growing. The Slovenian
influence is still present, but the
parish is more ethnically diverse than
years ago, he added.
One aspect that has not changed
over the years is the devotion of the
parishioners.
“They’re devoted to the Catholic
Church,” Father Andres said.
“They’re hard working, generous,
and compassionate. They love their
faith, and they express their faith
in a number of ways. We practice a
number of great Catholic devotions at
St. Joseph’s, such as 40 Hours; First
Friday with Benediction and Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament; monthly
Holy Hours with Eucharistic Adoration;
recitation of the rosary and the Divine
Mercy Chaplet; as well as an Adoration
Chapel that is open weekdays.”
When asked what his hopes for
the future are, Father Andres did not
hesitate in his answer.
“I hope St. Joe’s is a beacon of
hope and truth for people of faith,”
he said. “That no matter where the
parish is in 20 years, that it continues
to be a place of defending the truth
— meaning Jesus Christ, because He
is the Truth — and that it's a place of
hope where people can come and be
nourished. That their families, their
lives, can find purpose and meaning

through what we do here together as a
people, worshipping together, praying
together — all those things that we do
in a parish, that every parish does. That
we do it as best we can.”
That spirit that he hopes for the
future still exists in the present. One
longtime parishioner, Nicki TodorovichBlowers, described it this way: after
her husband suddenly passed away
two years ago, fellow parishioners
“instantly” called her to offer help.
“ ‘Can we make a meal? Can we do
an errand? Can we come visit you?’ ”
she recalled them saying to her. “That
to me shows Christ in action, and I
think my parish shows Christ in action
very often by the way our parishioners
treat each other.”

A grotto Mass at St. Joseph Cemetery
in June 2015.

Graduates from St. Joseph School
gathered for a reunion celebration at the
St. Joseph Parish Picnic in June 2015.
To learn more about St. Joseph Parish,
go to: www.stjosephjoliet.org
(parish website)
www.stjosephjolietmuseum.com
(the museum website)
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Looking for Angels

Story by
Carlos Briceño

CATHOLIC CHARITIES'
MAIN MISSION
is to help others.
Their mission statement
fully reflects this:
"We are a faith-based
organization providing
service to people
in need and calling
others of good will to
do the same." But, in
this time of economic
belt-tightening, it also
needs help, as well. In a
recent interview in the
magazine, Glenn Van
Cura, Catholic Charities'
executive director, talked
about how the economy
— and the Illinois state
budget stalemate —
have adversely affected
his agency. "It's been
tough," he said.
"The state budget has
wreaked havoc on many
social service agencies."

Make a n
donatio
12

But, there’s always hope. And, for the
purpose of this article, hope has come in the
form of an anonymous donor who is willing
to help out in a generous way. For every
dollar donated to a special Angel Fund set
up by Catholic Charities, the donor — or
“angel” — will match it up to $50,000.
The donor agreed to be interviewed
by the magazine, but wanted to remain
anonymous. Here is what the person said:
“I have contributed to the Angel Fund for
the last several years as a part of my larger
support and participation for the Joliet
Catholic Charities’ efforts. I particularly like
the matching aspect of the Angel Fund as
it hopefully encourages others to begin
giving back as they can. As for myself, I
believe my faith gives me direction in all
aspects of my life, and so that is my starting
point as I try to help those in need. Just as
importantly, I want to feel confident that
the resources contributed are effectively
utilized and the maximum benefit is
provided to those in need. No one does
this better than Catholic Charities, and I’m
proud to be able to support their work. I’m
not quite sure of the definition of an angel
but am convinced that to get closer to that
we need to do more, however we can.”
This blend of generosity and humility
is impressive, and as Kathleen Langdon
Catholic Charities’ director of Development
and Communications, will tell you, it’s also
greatly appreciated.

“As a child, the first prayer I learned to
recite was, ‘My Guardian Angel,’ ” Langdon
said. “At that time, I was taught that angels
existed all around us ‘to light and guard, to
rule and guide.’ I was told you could not see
angels, but that they were always present.
“Now, my work with Catholic Charities
has me seeing angels in a whole new light.
Angels surround me every day, and I can
see them; I can touch them! These angels
are men and women, young and old. Some
are wealthy, but most are not. I watch
angels support the homeless, comfort the
sick, feed the hungry, protect our seniors,
counsel the struggling, and educate our
neediest children.
“These messengers are ambassadors who
are clearly working for God. Many angels
work alongside staff to support our clients
with their gifts of time and talent, while
other angels find ways in which to financially
support the plight of the poor. Some are
able to contribute thousands of dollars each
year; others manage to sacrifice what they
can afford. All angels play a critical role as
collectively they inspire those around them
to selflessly support the most vulnerable.
“An angel’s goodness is infectious. So
now Catholic Charities is calling on all
angels near and far because when you
think about it, God gives everyone an
opportunity to be an angel on earth, living
and sharing God’s message of love … and I
ask you, how cool is that?”

MAIL A CHECK
ONLINE

OVER THE PHONE

Click on the link to donate at
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org/
angel-fund

Call Claudia Rodriguez at
815.724.1140 to ask Catholic Charities
to process the donation for you.
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Mail checks designated for
“The Angel Fund” to the
Catholic Charities’ Angel Fund,
203 N. Ottawa Street,
Joliet, IL 60432

COVER STORY

As a product of Catholic Education, I grew up believing angels
were from heaven. Many of the Bible stories I read included
wonderful mystical angels. My prayers were always filled with the
hope that angels would watch over me and my family.
What I have grown to realize is that angels don't just exist in
heaven, they also walk among us. I have spent a lifetime watching
the selfless acts of kindness my mother provides to those in need.
Simple acts that lift spirits, show love, and touch hearts. Providing
meals to PADS for the hungry, baking bread for those infirmed
and visiting hospitals and nursing homes to lift the spirits of
those who are ill.
My mother is truly an angel on earth, and I believe God is
calling all of us to live by her example. What a beautiful world
this would be if every day each of us extended a simple act of
kindness to someone in need. God has graciously provided us
with unique spiritual gifts that are meant to be shared as gifts of
time, talent, or treasure with those who are desperate for help.
We are, therefore, uniquely equipped to be "angels.” What a
wonderful opportunity we have to be "angels" on earth.

I grew up and have lived in the western suburbs
of Chicago my entire life, and as a result I have been
unfamiliar with the city. In fact, the very thought
of driving downtown made me crazy, so I never
drove “East of Harlem.” When I was faced with
the prospect of driving down to Hyde Park for my
graduate studies, I was beside myself with worry.
While Hyde Park is a lovely neighborhood, it has no
parking, so this factor added to my nervousness.
In an effort to help me begin my schooling, my
husband, Joe, offered to drive me to school for the
first few weeks, so I could learn the route and check
out available parking. After driving me to Catholic
Theological Union for two weeks, Joe told me I had
to either find the courage to drive myself, or I would
have to stop taking classes because he was going to
lose his job because he was driving me. We came up
with the idea that I could try renting a parking space
from a neighboring house by the school. So we
created a flyer with this information, and while I was
in class, my husband placed these flyers in people’s
mailboxes. Surely someone would want to rent
us a spot! Unfortunately, there were no mailboxes
he could access — only apartment buildings that
required you to be buzzed in to enter. He then
looked at me and said, “You will have to quit school;
this is not going to work out.”
Devastated and dejected, I got into the car to go
home, but instead of turning down the street we
normally took, Joe decided to drive down the alley
behind CTU. To our surprise, there was a woman
outside watering flowers on the second-floor
balcony of a three-story apartment building adjacent
to CTU. Joe immediately stopped the car. We got
out and told her the situation. The woman looked
down intently at me, and said, “I am a woman of
faith, and the fact that I am here today watering my
flowers, when I should be at work, is a sign that I
should help you.”
She then told me she had two parking spaces,
and that I could have one for free. Upon hearing
such astonishingly good news, I was so excited that
I yelled up to her, “Thank you! You are my guardian
angel!” She quickly replied, “What did you just say?”
Then she leaned over and picked up a book that she
was reading. It was entitled, “My Guardian Angel.”
The woman’s name was Jodi Martinez. This is not the
end of the story.
The following Tuesday, when I drove myself to
school for the first time and parked in Jodi’s parking
space, the date was Oct. 2, the Feast of the Guardian
Angels. From that day forth, and over the course of
the next 10 years, on weekdays, weekends, mornings
and evenings, I parked in that sacred spot, yet I
never saw Jodi again.

- Eileen Healy, a parishioner at St. Michael’s Parish in Wheaton

- Mary Amore, who worships at St. Joan of Arc in Lisle

The Angel's Impact
Recently, the magazine
asked several Catholics
to talk about the impact
of angels in their lives.
Here are two responses.

TO READ MORE
readers' anecdotes on angels,
go to dioceseofjoliet.org/
aroundthediocese

FOR MORE INFORMATION about Catholic Charities’ Angel Fund, go to catholiccharitiesjoliet.org/angel-fund
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The Diocese of Joliet Shares Its

Financial Report

Story by
Michael Bava,
the chief
financial
officer of the
diocese

The Diocese of Joliet Finance and Administration Office is committed to the
highest standards of fiscal integrity and accountability. The office is responsible for
ensuring that financial policies and procedures are adhered to, internal controls are
in place and operating to safeguard assets, and that all financial activity is properly
accounted for. We consistently challenge ourselves to find the best and most
efficient methods and procedures. Several important standards guide us on a daily
basis which I would like to share with you:
TRANSPARENCY

All of our operations and results are transparent to the
public, our parishioners and employees. Our annual diocesan audited financial
results are always available on our website (www.dioceseofjoliet.org). Once
again this year we received an “unqualified” audit opinion. Each year, we
provide this article you are currently reading in Christ is our Hope magazine
to provide further details and insights into our financial results.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABLILITY The diocese works with a number of lay
financial advisory boards, councils, and committees to ensure that we are
operating efficiently and effectively, and carefully planning for the future.
These boards review all financial reports of the diocese and approve the
audited financial reports. We value this professional collaboration and
the guidance and advice we receive. It helps us in our goal to be prudent
stewards of all church assets.
SUPPORT All diocesan agencies and departments recognize the
importance of the work they do for the diocese. They are committed
to giving their best efforts every day in support of the 127 parishes and
missions, and approximately 650,000 Catholics in our diocese.
RESULTS The many ministries and services of the diocese positively
impact people of all ages, circumstances, and walks of life. In addition to
spreading the Gospel message, we provide: food to the hungry; shelter
to the homeless; vital educational support for our seminarians; precious
resources to oversee our Catholic schools and religious education programs;
and other spiritual and charitable works through the 29 ministries of the
Diocese of Joliet. We also provide important centralized services for all the
parishes and schools in the areas of insurance, legal, construction, employee
benefits, audit and financial consulting, etc. These centralized services save
the parishes and schools a great deal of time and money making it easier
for them to pursue their important ministries.
Displayed on page 19 are the Statements of Activities for the Diocese
of Joliet, which show the financial results of operations for the fiscal years
ended June 30, 2015, and 2014. Below you will find commentary on the
results, which I hope will be informative and interesting. The diocese uses
fund accounting to maintain its books and records. In addition to the
consolidated results, the following individual fund results are included.
14
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O P E R AT I N G F U N D This fund accounts for the
revenue and expenses of the many Catholic
ministries that reach out to the people of the
diocese and beyond and support the parishes
and diocesan operations. These 29 agencies —
which include (among many others) Catholic
Charities, the Vocation Office, the Catholic
Schools Office, the Religious Education Office,
and Youth and Young Adult Ministry – are
funded by the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
(CMAA). The operating fund also accounts for the
operational, administrative, and service expenses
of the diocese, which are funded by assessments
received from parishes.

D E P O S I T A N D LOA N F U N D This fund operates
as a central bank and is comprised exclusively of
parish funds. Parish excess funds are deposited
with the diocese where they earn interest. These
resources are then used to provide loans to
other parishes that require capital for major
renovations or capital projects. Loans are made
subject to specific guidelines and requirements.
C E M E T E RY F U N D This fund accounts for the
revenue and expenses and the daily operations
of the 21 diocesan cemeteries. It also includes
a cemetery future care trust to ensure that
all cemeteries will be properly maintained
into perpetuity in accordance with cemetery
legislation. The Cemetery Fund operates on a
financially independent basis with revenues from
sales and services covering related costs. No
CMAA funds or parish assessments are used to
fund cemetery operations.

I N S U R A N C E F U N D This fund operates as an
insurance company and accounts for all insurance
and risk management matters for the diocese
including the parishes and schools. Centralizing
and consolidating these activities is efficient
and cost effective. Insurance coverages include:
medical, dental, pharmacy, vision, life, disability,
general liability, casualty, theft, property, auto,
workers compensation, unemployment, etc.
S P E C I A L P U R P O S E F U N D This fund accounts for
contributions made to the diocese for special
and restricted purposes. The fund is managed as
an endowment fund with a focus on preservation
of principal. Annual earnings of the specific
designated funds are used to support the
activities as requested by the donor.

CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS

The consolidated financial results in fiscal 2015 were almost the
inverse of fiscal 2014. In 2014 the diocese had a consolidated
surplus of $4,239,000 versus a consolidated deficit in 2015 of
$4,194,000. There are several key issues that caused the large
swing in results which are highlighted below:
+ Investment earnings were much lower in 2015
at $1.57 million versus $8.04 million in 2014, a
difference of almost $6.5 million
+M
 edical insurance claims were particularly large
in 2015, increasing 16.5 percent versus 2014, due
primarily to large claim costs
+T
 here was a one-time contribution made in 2014 of
$7 million to reduce pension underfunding and a
one-time contribution in 2015 of $1.8 million to help
fund the Cathedral of St. Raymond renovation
+T
 here was an $8.3 million gain on the sale of the
Pastoral Center in 2014

CONSOLIDATED REVENUES

Consolidated revenues in 2015 are lower by almost $13 million
versus 2014. The reasons are limited to three major areas that are
listed in the table and explained below.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE (in 000’s):
Consolidated revenue for the fiscal year 2014

$ 61,754

1) Lower gains on sale of assets in 2015 versus 2014

(8,026)

2) Lower investment earnings in 2015 versus 2014

(6,468)

3) H
 igher other contributions received in 2015
versus 2014

1,742

4) All other revenue, net

(112)

Consolidated revenue for the fiscal year 2015

$ 48,890

The explanations for the above changes in revenue are as follows:
1 ) During fiscal year 2014, the diocese sold the St. Charles
Borromeo Pastoral Center to Lewis University for $9.5 million. This
sale generated a gain for the diocese of over $8.3 million as the
Pastoral Center was fully depreciated. The proceeds of the sale
were used to build the new Blanchette Catholic Center (BCC),
which now houses all diocesan ministries and operations which
were previously spread across three different locations. The sale
of the Pastoral Center made the construction of the BCC possible
resulting in a smaller, but far more efficient, diocesan operation.
2 ) Investment earnings on all diocesan funds in FY 2015 were
$1.57 million versus $8.04 million in fiscal year 2014, a decrease
of $6.47 million. The weak investment results for 2015 were a
function of market dynamics, such as the uncertainty in China,
emerging market weaknesses, and concerns over a possible
recession here in the United States. This compares to 2014 (and
2013) when the market results were exceptionally strong and
the global economy had a more favorable outlook. The majority
of the investments of the diocese are parish owned (deposit
and loan) or restricted for specific purposes, whereby principal

and earnings are not available for use in daily operations. Many
of these funds are endowments that are donor restricted. The
diocese also has special purpose funds that are restricted to
satisfy future obligations. The largest such fund is the Cemetery
Future Care Fund, which is required by law to ensure the
perpetual care for our 21 diocesan cemeteries. The investment of
diocesan funds is managed by an investment consulting firm and
professional money managers and is overseen by the Diocesan
Finance Council and its Investments and Pensions Committee.
All investments meet the criteria and guidelines provided by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
3 ) In 2015, the diocese received two major gifts totaling $1 million
to help fund and offset the construction costs of the Chapel and
courtyard at the new Blanchette Catholic Center. These donations
were most helpful to the diocese, and we are most appreciative
to the two donors who made these contributions. The receipt of
three unexpected bequests also contributed to the higher revenue
in 2015 versus 2014.
4 ) All other revenues combined, other than the three items
explained above, differed by only $112,000 between 2014 and
2015. Fluctuations in the various revenue accounts are mainly the
result of timing differences.
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Other Comments Regarding Revenue
On behalf of Bishop R. Daniel Conlon and the entire diocesan
staff, we extend our sincere appreciation to the many people who
contribute so generously to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
(CMAA). These contributions are instrumental in funding the vital
ministries of our diocesan church. The CMAA runs on the calendar
year, whereas the fiscal year for the diocese ends on June 30. As
a result, timing differences do occur which account for the small
decrease in revenue this year over last. In 2015, over $700,000
in rebate checks was distributed back to parishes that exceeded
their CMAA goals. These rebates have grown considerably
over the last several years. On page 18, you will find a table of
expenditures of the various ministries for the past two years.

CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES

Consolidated expenses in 2015 were lower by close to $4.2
million over 2014. The decrease in expenses resulted from three
significant issues.

CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES (in 000’s):
Consolidated expenses for the fiscal year 2014

$ 57,287
(7,000)

1) One-time pension contribution in 2014
2) Increase in insurance claims and reinsurance costs
in 2015 versus 2014

1,103

3) D
 onations/Cathedral of St. Raymond renovation
in 2015

1,874

4) All other expenses lower in 2015 than 2014

(335)

Consolidated expenses for the fiscal year 2015

$ 52,929

The explanations for the above are as follows:
1 ) During fiscal year 2014, the diocese made a one-time $7 million
contribution to help shore up the funding of the lay pension plan
(that covers all eligible parish and school employees), which
had been underfunded for many years. Previously in 2009, the
pension plan was reorganized, including reductions and changes
16
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to the benefit levels in order to
help close the funding gap.
Effective March 1, 2015, the
pension plan was merged into the
Christian Brothers multi-employer
pension plan for Catholic
organizations. This was vetted
and approved by the Diocesan
Finance Council, the Presbyteral
Council and Bishop Conlon.
There are over 500 Catholic
organizations and tens of
thousands of participants in the
plan, which was established more
than five decades ago. In order
to move the plan to Christian
Brothers, it needed to be
100-percent funded. The diocese
accomplished this by borrowing
approximately $20 million to fully
fund the plan. The loan will be outstanding for approximately seven
years, and, once the loan is repaid, annual pension costs for the
parishes and schools will decline by 40 percent.
2 ) Central to its overall risk management plan, the diocese is
self-insured to certain limits in its Insurance Fund. Coverage
beyond self-insured retention levels is placed with third-party
insurance companies. Third-party administrators handle all claims
processing matters.
This was a difficult year for the Insurance Fund with overall claims
coming in approximately $1.1 million higher in 2015 over the prior
year. Higher claims were experienced in all areas of property, liability,
casualty, workman’s compensation, but more so in the health area
including medical, dental, vision, disability, pharmacy, etc.
The diocese manages insurance costs very carefully and has
been fortunate to reduce costs in this area and pass the savings on
to the parishes, schools and other diocesan agencies in past years.
We will continue to work with our insurance partners to find new
opportunities to efficiently and effectively manage plan costs.
3 ) The Cathedral of St. Raymond, located in Joliet, is the spiritual
center of the diocese. Bishop Conlon occupies his seat of the
diocese at the cathedral. In fiscal year 2015, the diocese agreed
to make a $1.8 million matching gift donation for cathedral and
parking lot renovations.
4 ) All other expenses combined other than the three items
explained above were down in 2015 by $335,000 versus 2014.

Other Comments
The many ministries of the Diocese of Joliet provide services
to parishes, schools and approximately 650,000 Catholics in
the diocese. The expenses incurred for these services were
down approximately $59,000 in 2015 versus 2014. A listing of
the various ministries and their expenses for 2015 and 2014 are
detailed on page 18. The decrease in overall expenses was driven
by several areas: Protecting God’s Children costs decreased
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by $120,000 due to a special one-time study
performed in 2014 aimed at ensuring the diocese
is performing well in this important area. The
Office for Human Dignity expenses were down,
mainly because of one less mission trip in 2015
versus 2014 and the Tribunal Office expenses were
lower by $53,000, due to fewer annulments and a
reduction in staff. Offsetting these reductions were
the following: Seminarian education increased by
$50,000, which is good news as the diocese has
41 men in formation. This is the most the diocese
has had in formation since the early 1980s and is a
positive development as our diocese needs more
priests. Continuing Education for priests increased
$57,000, mainly as a result of priest participation in
the Good Leaders/Good Shepherds program, which
is a development workshop for our priests. St. John
Vianney Retirement Home expenses increased
$62,000 this past year as a result of maintenance
and improvements made to the facility.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of Joliet
Most Rev. Joseph Siegel
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet
Mr. Michael Bava
Chief Financial Officer

F I N A N C E CO U N C I L C H A I R M A N
Mr. John Janicik
Parish: Notre Dame, Clarendon Hills
Committees: Legal, Executive

COMMENTS OR
QUESTIONS?
You may contact
Michael Bava, the CFO, at
815.221.6100 or at
mbava@dioceseofjoliet.org

DIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL:

The Diocesan Finance Council is a working body of professionals whose
fundamental role is to provide expert advice and guidance to Bishop Conlon
and the Finance Office on all financial, administrative and operational
matters of the diocese. Moreover, its purpose is to foster an openness and
transparency in helping to create a climate of public trustworthiness.
Under the leadership of Bishop Conlon, the diocese is fortunate to have
a very active, committed, and professional Finance Council. The council is
comprised of 17 members from various parishes who meet quarterly as a
group and as often as monthly in various committees to review all aspects of
diocesan accounting, finance, operations, and administration. Comprehensive
guidance is provided in all important areas of the diocese through the
following committees: Legal; Audit and Budget; Development; Insurance;
Investments and Pensions; Diocesan Property; Parish Capital Projects; Human
Resources; Benefits Administration; and Schools. There is also an Executive
Committee that provides longer term and strategic advice for the bishop.
The diocese is indeed fortunate and benefits greatly from the oversight and
advice of these accomplished professionals who give so generously of their
time and talent. Below is a listing of the members, their parishes and the
committee(s) that they serve on:

F I N A N C E CO U N C I L M E M B E R S
Mr. William Cernugel
Parish: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Darien
Committees: Property (Chair), Executive
Mrs. Jean Chick
Parish: Ss. Peter and Paul, Naperville
Committees: Audit and Budget (Chair),
Development, Executive
Mr. Keith Dobrolinsky
Parish: St. Raphael, Naperville
Committee: Insurance
Mr. Edward Dollinger
Parish: St. Paul the Apostle, Joliet
Committees: Investments and Pensions
(Chair), Executive

Mrs. Mary Ann McLean
Parish: Immaculate Conception, Elmhurst
Committees: Legal, HR, Schools (Chair),
Executive
Mr. Timothy Nickels
Parish: Notre Dame, Clarendon Hills
Committees: Legal (Chair), Executive
Very Rev. Thomas Paul
Pastor: Immaculate Conception Parish,
Elmhurst
Committees: Property, Building Liaison,
Development, Executive
Mr. Michael Simmons
Parish: Ss. Peter and Paul, Naperville
Committee: Investments and Pensions

Mr. Wayne Draudt
Parish: St. Michael, Orland Park
Committee: Audit and Budget

Mr. Gregory Temple
Parish: St. Margaret Mary, Naperville
Committee: Investments and Pensions

Mr. Michael Fenske
Parish: Cathedral of St. Raymond, Joliet
Committees: Property, Executive

Mrs. Joan Vilim
Parish: Mary Queen of Heaven, Elmhurst
Committees: Investments and Pensions,
Schools

Mr. Eric Koranteng
Parish: Our Lady of Peace, Darien
Committees: Development (Chair),
Executive
Rev. John Lindsey
Pastor: St. Joseph Parish, Manhattan
Committees: Audit and Budget, Schools

Mr. William Weigel
Parish: St. Isaac Jogues, Hinsdale
Committee: Audit and Budget, Property
Mr. Thomas Wiffler
Parish: St. Domimic, Bolingbrook
Committees: Insurance (Chair), Executive
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YOUR STORY
FINANCIAL
REPORT

Other Efforts of the Secretariat for
Finance and Administration
Each day, the diocesan Finance Office reaches
out to provide help, guidance and assistance
to pastors, business managers, parishes,
schools and other diocesan organizations and
agencies. This has included help with banking
issues, loans, financial questions, school record
keeping matters, payroll, audit questions,
insurance matters, payroll tax questions and a
variety of other issues that periodically arise
throughout the diocese. At the request of
pastors, members of the agency frequently
meet with parish finance councils to assist them
in a number of ways. With 127 parishes and
48 elementary schools in our diocese, there
is no shortage of needs and an abundance of
opportunities to provide services and assistance.
Together with the diocesan Human Resources
Office, the Finance Office provides guidance
and help with employee benefit questions,
hiring and termination matters and policy and
procedure interpretations and clarifications.
The Department of Buildings and Properties
works together with parishes and their facility
committees on capital projects, including major
maintenance initiatives, building additions,
school additions, roof and parking lot repairs,
and other major capital projects. This includes
assessment of needs, review of contracts and
plans, and monitoring of project progress. The
Development Office responds to requests for
advice and assistance with parish stewardship
issues. And the Cemeteries Office manages 21
diocesan cemeteries throughout the diocese and
provides guidance to the 28 parishes that have
parish cemeteries.
All finance and administration agencies meet
with the business managers and accountants
from parishes across the diocese three times a
year. The primary goals of these meetings are to
share best practices, discuss common issues and
challenges, and provide diocesan guidance where
appropriate. Ideas and experiences are shared, and
we enthusiastically welcome these opportunities
to meet with the business managers. Through this
unique collaboration, a great deal of progress has
and continues to be made.
Parish audits are planned and conducted
on a bi-annual to tri-annual schedule. This
process is intended to review parish financial
records and, just as importantly, their systems
of internal control. Audit reports are shared
with the pastor, parish finance council, and
business manager to enhance transparency and
opportunities for improvements.
Finally, we wish to extend our sincere
appreciation to all Catholics of our diocese
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CATHOLIC MINISTRIES OF THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET
MINISTRY
Catholic Charities

Fiscal Year
Ended 6/30/15

Fiscal Year
Ended 6/30/14

Increase/
(Decrease)

$

$

$

Catholic Schools Office

1,200,000

1,200,000

-

911,210

884,874

26,336

Center for Family Ministry

243,825

240,856

2,969

Christ is our Hope Magazine

909,680

877,026

32,654

269,237

212,608

56,629

9,903

10,258

(355)

Continuing Education - Priests
Council of Catholic Women
Diaconate Office

297,239

253,684

43,555

Divine Worship Office

117,638

118,555

(917)

Environmental Matters

19,025

1,304

17,721

Hispanic Ministry

159,145

163,657

(4,512)

Hospital Chaplains

143,288

116,718

26,570

Lay Formation

164,459

182,264

(17,805)

16,312

9,279

7,033

Office for Human Dignity

739,992

861,410

(121,418)

Diocesan Priest Support

416,908

407,819

9,089

133,727

253,514

(119,787)

Religious Education Office

299,088

304,475

(5,387)

Seminarian Education

1,371,959

1,321,731

50,228

St. John Retirement Home

185,958

123,788

62,170

Tribunal

488,518

542,015

(53,497)

83,235

108,042

(24,807)

Natural Family Planning

Protecting God's Children

Vicar for Priests and Religious
Vocations
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Other
$
for your dedication and stewardship.
The sharing of your time, talent, and
treasure forms the foundation of
success for our parishes, schools, and
our diocese. In doing so, your efforts
are instrumental in helping to carry
out the mission of the Church of Jesus
Christ. On behalf of Bishop Conlon, our
pastors, our priests, and our employees,
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204,439

213,965

(9,526)

444,187

482,946

(38,759)

9,225

6,393

2,832

8,897,181

$ (58,984)

8,838,197

$

please know we are most grateful for all
that you do.
We hope you find this report to
be informative. Should you have any
comments or questions, please contact
Michael Bava, the chief financial officer,
at the Diocese of Joliet at 16555 Weber
Road, Crest Hill, IL 60403, or by email
at mbava@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Diocese of Joliet • Statement of Activities by Fund | FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2015
Diocesan
Operating Fund

Parish Deposit
and Loan Fund

$

$

Diocesan
Cemeteries
Fund

Diocesan
Insurance Fund

Special
Purpose
Restricted Fund

Interfund
Eliminations

Consolidated
Funds

Revenue
Appeal Fund Drive

6,575,148

Parish and Edu. Fund Assessment

5,247,894

Other Contributions

-

$

-

$

- $

-

-

-

$

-

$

-

-

1,402,329

-

-

-

979,498

-

2,381,827

-

-

-

26,681,011

-

(1,607,579)

25,073,432

1,750,806

-

4,648,190

-

-

-

6,398,996

-

1,184,428

-

-

-

(224,000)

960,428

88,623

297,059

615,017

75,411

495,807

-

1,571,917

Gain on Sale of Assets

276,355

-

-

-

-

-

276,355

Recovery of Bad Debt

-

-

-

403,747

-

403,747

$ 15,341,155

$ 1,481,487

$ 5,263,207

$ 27,160,169

$ 1,475,305

$ (1,831,579)

$ 48,889,744

3,343,393

139,560

768,107

264,753

104,925

(887,062)

3,733,676

Catholic Ministries Expenses (see detail)

8,838,197

-

-

-

-

-

8,838,197

Other Program Expenses

1,541,467

-

3,183,704

-

-

(1,072,176)

3,652,995

Insurance Premiums and Recoveries
Fees, Sales and Services
Interest on Loans
Net Investments Earnings

Total Revenue

-

6,575,148
5,247,894

Expenses
Administrative Expenses

Insurance Premiums and Claims

-

-

30,262,162

-

-

30,262,162

Building, Equipment and Grounds

473,212

982,535

-

-

(52,317)

1,403,430

Donations, Fees and Assessments

3,062,776

-

-

323,180

-

3,385,956

Interest on Deposits and Loans
Total Expenses

-

1,652,515

224,000

-

$ 17,259,045

$ 1,792,075

$ 5,158,346

$ 30,526,915

$

$ (310,588)

$

$(3,366,746)

$

Fund Transfers

575,143

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

$ (1,342,747)

(224,000)

1,652,515

428,105 $ (2,235,555)

$ 52,928,931

(326,280)
104,861

(403,976)

(155,113)

-

$ (4,194,300)

720,920 $

Diocese of Joliet • Statement of Activities by Fund | FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2014
Diocesan
Operating Fund

Parish
Deposit and
Loan Fund

Diocesan
Cemeteries
Fund

Diocesan
Insurance Fund

Special
Purpose
Restricted Fund

Interfund
Eliminations

Consolidated
Funds

Revenue
Appeal Fund Drive

- $

-

-

$ 6,695,855

Parish and Edu. Fund Assessment

$ 6,695,855
5,119,219

-

-

-

-

-

5,119,219

Other Contributions

433,585

-

-

-

206,606

-

640,191

950,001

-

-

26,489,862

-

(1,576,568)

25,863,295

1,844,900

-

4,212,508

-

-

-

6,057,408

Insurance Premiums and Recoveries
Fees, Sales and Services
Interest on Loans
Net Investments Earnings
Gain on Sale, including Pastoral Ctr.
Total Revenue

$

-

$

-

$

$

-

1,270,157

-

-

-

(234,500)

1,035,657

631,075

1,289,326

2,641,789

1,139,928

2,337,712

-

8,039,830

8,302,192

-

-

-

-

$ 23,976,827 $ 2,559,483

$ 6,854,297

$ 27,629,790

$ 2,544,318

$ (1,811,068)

$ 61,753,647

689,492

289,397

120,616

(864,259)

3,736,985

-

-

2,857,430

53,226

-

8,302,192

Expenses
Administrative Expenses
Catholic Ministries Expenses (see detail)
Other Program Expenses
Insurance Premiums and Claims

$ 3,370,451

131,288

8,897,181

-

2,003,606

240,006

1,596

-

-

29,158,126

-

Building, Equipment and Grounds

396,818

-

842,674

-

-

Donations, Fees and Assessments

1,230,124

-

-

-

282,053

-

1,664,858

234,500

-

-

Interest on Deposits and Loans
One-Time Lay Pension Conribution

8,897,181
(1,028,533)

4,125,735
29,159,722

(48,975)

1,190,517

(234,500)

1,664,858

1,512,177

7,000,000

Total Expenses

$ 22,899,776

Fund Transfers

947,752

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

$ 2,024,803

7,000,000
$ 2,036,152 $4,624,096
$

523,331

-

$ 29,500,749

$

-

$ 2,230,201 $ (1,870,959)

$

402,669

(2,176,267)

$ 57,287,175

(810,186)

(365,199)

(227,633)

1,331,463 $

-

$

4,238,839
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YOUR STORY
AWARD

St. Joseph School
Models a Culture of

DISCIPLESHIP and
AWARD-WINNING EXCELLENCE

A

s principal of St. Joseph School in Lockport, Lynne
Scheffler immerses herself in all aspects of the school,
which sometimes can lead to 18-hour days.
However, at the end of March, she took a rare three days off.
It was a working holiday of sorts, when Scheffler flew to San
Diego to receive a national award from members of the National
Catholic Educational Association.

Story by
Eileen O.
Daday

20

Scheffler was one of 32 educators from across the country to be
honored and one of only eight principals selected to receive the Lead,
Learn, Proclaim Award.
Her pastor, Father Gregory Rothfuchs, says it was well deserved,
and that the parish school reflects her outstanding leadership and
commitment to Catholic education.
“Miss Scheffler has created a community of faith in the school,”
Rothfuchs says, “a culture of discipleship that seeks to follow
the teachings of Jesus as much as to truly excel in the traditional
academic topics.
“The motto of the Joliet Diocesan Catholic schools is ‘We Teach
More,’ ” he adds. “Clearly, Miss Scheffler has taken that motto
seriously. So seriously that she has become a model at a national level
for what it means to be an excellent Catholic school principal.”
The accolades don’t stop there. It turns out that Scheffler’s award was
the third national recognition for the school in a little over five years.
In 2010, St. Joseph was named a high-performing National Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education.
Each year, only 50 private schools are chosen for this award. It
recognizes schools achieving overall academic excellence and affirms
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the work of the entire school
community in creating “safe
and welcoming schools where
students master challenging
content.” Just to qualify, St.
Joseph had to score in the top 10
percent of the nation in reading
and math.
“We take great pride in
knowing that our little school
won the award and could win it
again and again,” Scheffler says,
“based on the above average
performance of the students.”
In addition, Rothfuchs himself
was awarded the Distinguished
Pastor Award from the
National Catholic Educational
Association. Just last year,
Rothfuchs was one of 12 pastors
— out of 5,000 Catholic school
pastors across the country — to
receive this honor.
“He is phenomenal. We are so
blessed to have him,” Scheffler
says. “He’s truly been touched
by God. Bringing more families
back to church along with his
gifted homilies, he leads us
closer to Christ.”
Rothfuchs celebrated his 20th
jubilee as a priest last year and
over the course of his ministry
he has always served at Catholic

MAIN PHOTO: Father Greg Rothfuchs, pastor at St. Joseph
Catholic Parish, Lockport; Lynne Scheffler, St. Joseph
School principal; and Father John Belmonte, S.J., diocesan
superintendent of Catholic Schools, pose after Scheffler was
recently awarded the NCEA's "Lead. Learn. Proclaim" Award
in San Diego, CA.

parishes with schools.
He was appointed in 2013 to lead St. Joseph as pastor, and within his
first few months he successfully led a fundraising campaign that raised
$120,000 to restore its historic church, which dates back to 1868.
Last fall, he followed up with a challenge to parish families to raise
an additional $35,000 through raffle sales at its annual Oktoberfest,
to help support educational programs. When parishioners ponied up,
Rothfuchs followed through with his end of the bargain: he kissed a pig.
Some of those educational programs that benefitted from his
challenge — and drew the Blue Ribbon award — are the technology
initiatives at the school.
Scheffler first implemented a 1:1 laptop program for junior high
school students in 2009, before expanding it to multiple grades in
2010. Currently, students in grades 5-8 have a personal laptop/tablet,
while third and fourth graders have Surface tablets in classrooms, and
preschool through second grade participate in an iPad program.
Along with a technology lab, students integrate technology across
the curriculum. What’s more, students as young as kindergartners are
learning to write code for computers, while slightly older students
are learning to create Excel spreadsheets, movies, and produce
PowerPoint presentations.
Karen Bartecki, vice president of the St. Joseph school board and a
mother of a sixth-grade son and three graduates, says the benefits go
far beyond its academics.
“It’s about sharing the Catholic faith and developing honest, hardworking, strong-minded individuals, long after they have left the halls
of St. Joseph School,” Bartecki says.
Another parent, Danielle Pugh, says her children enjoy all of its
extracurriculars, including choir, chess club, battle of the books,
mathletes, basketball and co-ed volleyball.
“My children are excited to go to school every day,” Pugh says.
Both Rothfuchs and Scheffler say the awards go hand-in-hand,
that the leadership of the church and school — working together
— has resulted in an atmosphere of success that empowers and
inspires students.
Rothfuchs calls it a culture of “discipleship.”
“What made these awards possible for our school has less to do
with financial or material resources as it does with the fact that our
school is about discipleship,” he says, “and is run by people who are
disciples of the Lord, first and foremost.
“The faculty and administration of St. Joseph have a deep
commitment — and a clear vision — of the core meaning of Catholic
education,” Rothfuchs adds.
Geoffrey Dixon, who has two children at the school, concedes that,
although he attended Catholic schools growing up, he fell away from
his faith as a teen and young adult. Consequently, choosing a Catholic
school for his children was not at the top of his list.
“After meeting Ms. Scheffler and the staff, we fell in love with

everything about St. Joseph’s,” Dixon says. “As
our children, Isabella and Tyler, have grown, my
wife, Julie, and I have become more involved,
working closer with the families and staff through
the school and parish, and our faith has only
grown stronger.”
Dixon, like his pastor, credits the entire
leadership team at the school, including Scheffler,
whose entire career has been about caring for
each child, while having high expectations.
“She has a comprehensive vision of the
Gospel that shapes her educational philosophy,”
Rothfuchs says.
For her part, Scheffler says she is a product of
Catholic education — and of the Joliet Diocese —
and she wants to give back.
She grew up attending St. Mary Nativity School
in Joliet before continuing on at Joliet Catholic
Academy.
“The one thing that can’t be overlooked is the
value of growing up in a small, Catholic community,
where everyone cares about you,” Scheffler says.
“It gives you a sense of belonging, of growing up
with people that you share the same faith and
morals with. We are raised as family. I love that the
same spirit and commitment I experienced as a
young child are evident in St. Joseph today.”
Located in downtown Lockport, St. Joseph
School is relatively small, serving 240 students and
one classroom per grade. Yet with its innovative
technology-based curriculum, as well as sports and
extra-curriculars — and active involvement with the
pastor in spiritual formation — school officials call it
one of the best kept secrets around.
“Not only is educational excellence important
to us, but it’s really about forming children
completely, both in spirit and mind,” Rothfuchs
says. “The Church sees Catholic schools as the
best way to evangelize young Christians.
“When a school is run with vigorous, Gospelcentered standards of excellence, it becomes the
most effective way to form young disciples of
Jesus,” he adds. “That is what’s happening at St.
Joseph School.”

Miss Scheffler has created a community
of faith in the school ... a culture of
discipleship that seeks to follow the
teachings of Jesus as much as to truly
excel in the traditional academic topics.
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ST. ISAAC JOGUES PARISH TO BRING
CHRIST TO THE STREETS DURING
CANDLELIT EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
Story by John Vrdolyak, a parishioner at 		
St. Isaac Jogues Parish in Hinsdale

In calling His first disciples, Jesus simply said
“Come follow me,” and the Twelve dropped
everything and did just that. On May 26, we will all
get the chance to answer that same call to literally
follow Jesus in a mile-long musical Eucharistic
Procession of praise from St. Isaac Jogues to
Notre Dame Parish in Clarendon Hills.
Our first two processions, held on Sundays
during the past two years, were amazing, moving,
religious experiences for the 900
people who followed Christ. This
year we're doing something new
— namely, a candlelight procession
on Corpus Christi Thursday
beginning at 7 p.m. following the
6 p.m. Mass at St. Isaac Jogues
Parish. We’re hoping to have more
than 1,000 people, including many
priests, seminarians, and religious, make the milelong walk, singing and praying, following the risen
Eucharistic Christ in a public procession of praise
and pageantry.
After the procession, there will be Benediction,
followed by food, drink, live music, and muchneeded Christian community.
While the Corpus Christi Procession is an
ancient, reverent, religious tradition — a sublime
and festive combination of pilgrimage and
adoration — it’s never been more needed or
more relevant than it is today. With all the forces
aligned against our faith, with religion being
deemed to be a purely private matter, with
Jesus being effectively banished from the public
square, with the Little Sisters of the Poor being
fined by big government, with religious freedom
under attack, with marriage redefined, with the
unborn being killed, we need Jesus to get out into
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the public square, with 1,000 fellow Catholics
marching behind Him, shoulder-to-shoulder in
solidarity, reclaiming the formerly Christian lands
He purchased with His blood.
Yes, it's an act of Christian fellowship, and
a much-needed public display of our faith,
but mostly it's allowing Jesus to sanctify our
families, parishes, and communities. Plus in
doing so, we’ll be answering the call of Jesus to
“go out into the deep” and of Pope Francis to go
outside the four walls of our churches and bring
Christ out in the streets.
Our first two processions have been described
by some of the participants as joyful, surreal,
incredibly moving and powerful, but even the
curious onlookers couldn’t help but be struck
with awe, smiling approvingly as we passed them
along the route. We may never know the graces
and blessings we may have received by literally
following Christ, but a few immediate, known
graces are worth mentioning.
In our processions we crossed over the train
tracks to get from Hinsdale into Clarendon Hills.
The morning after our first procession, a car was
struck by a train in Hinsdale. I realize that’s not
exactly a blessing, but miraculously the driver
was able to escape seconds before impact,
completely unharmed. Better yet,
the abortion clinic in Hinsdale was
listed for sale on the third day
following our bringing Jesus out
into the streets; yes, the third day.
The second year, we were
experiencing the worst, most
violent storms, yet, miraculously,
God gave us a window of beautiful
weather between the storms to make the hourlong, grace-filled walk with Christ, without rain
or lightning. Then during the procession, as we
approached the train tracks, a long, slow-moving
freight train was blocking our way across the
tracks. But as we came to the gates, the train
had unexpectedly passed, and the gates opened
without ever halting the procession. Apparently
Jesus doesn’t like to wait for trains.
What’s in store for those who stand up and
participate in the greatest public display this side
of martyrdom? To find out, just answer Jesus' call
to “Come and see,” at St. Isaac Jogues on May 26
at 7 p.m. But one thing’s for sure, you can never
spend a better hour of your time on a Thursday
night than in a joyful, block-long candlelight
procession of praise and worship with a
thousand fellow Catholics and the glorified, risen
Christ Himself.
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