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Cristo Es Nuestra Esperanza

PAPAL VISIT

A Papal Lesson
for Pilgrims.
JUBILEE YEAR

The Year of Mercy.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES

 he Gift of Christmas:
T
Bringing Hope to
Those in Need.

THE
IMPACT
of the Pope's Visit
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FROM THE
BISHOP

Pope Francis took our country by storm. Well, it’s just an expression. But the Holy
Father’s jam-packed visit to the United States in late September was remarkable
for the vastly positive, indeed enthusiastic reception he received in almost every
quarter. A lot of people were paying attention and liked what they saw and heard.

PRAY!
FOR POPE
FRANCIS

BY BISHOP R.
DANIEL CONLON

2

The pope’s visit, coming immediately after
a multi-day visit to Cuba, was exhausting for
me, and I was just trailing along on the fringes.
Indeed, there was too much to digest. I have
appreciated reading his many talks in the quiet of
my room at home.
Well over a year ago, I agreed to lead a
delegation from the Diocese of Joliet to the
World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, a
six-day event sponsored by the Holy See. As
we made our plans, we were not sure that the
Holy Father would attend. It was not until a few
months before the event that his participation
was announced and less time than that before his
full itinerary was made public.
So, just a few hours after landing in Philadelphia
with the Joliet contingent, I joined a large
group of American bishops on a train ride to
Washington. There we met with Pope Francis at
St. Matthew Cathedral and then concelebrated
the outdoor Mass at which he canonized Junipero
Serra. We listened to his historic address to the
joint session of Congress the next day while on
the train back to Philadelphia.
We bishops were not included in the New York
portion of the papal visit, which allowed us time
to participate in the many events connected with
the World Meeting of Families. We did have a
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REUTERS

A POPULAR POPE

special session with the pope in Philadelphia, this
time with bishops from all over the world, and
then the final, open-air Mass to close the World
Meeting.
There have been plenty of assessments of the
Holy Father’s visit, and not all have reflected the
general euphoria evident during the visit. That is
to be expected. As they say, “You can’t please all
of the people all of the time.” So, how should we
evaluate the visit?
Start by putting on the lens of faith. The
bishop of Rome is not a politician or a celebrity.
He is a pastor carrying on the work of the Chief
Shepherd. He was chosen for the task with the
help of the Holy Spirit and fulfills it with the same
divine assistance. He would be the first one to
tell you that the attention needs to be directed to
Christ and the salvation of souls, not to him.
At the same time, he is a unique human being,
with his own background and experience. Thus,
he will approach things in his own way. Jesus,
of course, had His own personality. While we
are all called to “model” Jesus, none of us can
duplicate the Lord. That includes the pope. It
is to be expected that each pope will assess
the challenges facing the Church and the world
differently than other popes and that he will
address them differently. That is not to say that
he is free to change or ignore settled doctrine.
Think of your parish. If you have been a member
for a while, you have probably experienced the
ministry of more than one pastor. Pastors, of
course, are different: different personalities and
talents; different priorities and ways of doing
things. But the parish goes on through the years.
The Holy Spirit is the true force keeping things
ultimately right. Besides, the parish is part of
something much bigger. Even the pope is.
I have lived through the terms of quite a few
popes. What differences! Pius XII, John XXIII,
Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict XVI. All brought
important gifts to the office of Peter. All led the
Church faithfully.
Because of Christ’s promise to remain with us,
I am confident that Pope Francis will as well. It
matters little how popular a pope is. Yet, I’m glad
Pope Francis is popular, because that popularity
helps open people’s hearts to his ministry and
to the One whom that ministry represents. His
recent visit to our country was a great blessing.
Another blessing will be the way we allow his
words and gestures to draw us more deeply into
the heart of Christ and into the truth that He is.

ESPAÑOL

P

apa Francisco llevó a nuestro país
por una tormenta. Bueno, es sólo
una expresión. Pero la visita cargada del
Santo Padre a los Estados Unidos en los
últimos días de septiembre era notable
para la recepción muy positiva, de hecho
entusiasta que recibió en casi cada
trimestre. Mucha gente estaba poniendo
atención y les gusto lo que vieron y oyeron.

ORAR!
ALAN HOLDREN/CNA

La visita del Papa, que vino
inmediatamente después de unos
días de visita a Cuba, fue agotadora
para mí, y sólo lo estaba siguiendo al
borde. De hecho, había demasiado para digerir.
He apreciado sus muchas conversaciones en la
tranquilidad de mi habitación en casa.
Hace más de un año, me puse de acuerdo
para llevar una delegación de la diócesis de
Joliet al encuentro mundial de las familias en
Filadelfia, un evento de seis días, patrocinado
por la Santa Sede. Cuando hacíamos nuestros
planes, no estábamos seguros si el Santo Padre
iba a atender. No fue hasta unos meses antes
del evento que se anunció su participación y
menos tiempo que eso antes de que su itinerario
completo se hiciera público.
Por lo tanto, tan sólo unas horas después
de aterrizar en Filadelfia con el contingente
de Joliet, me uní a un grupo grande de
obispos estadounidenses en un viaje en tren
a Washington. Allí nos reunimos con Papa
Francisco en la Catedral de San Mateo y luego
concelebramos la Misa al aire libre en la que
canonizó a Junípero Serra. Escuchamos su
histórico discurso ante la sesión conjunta del
Congreso al día siguiente mientras que íbamos en
el tren de regreso a Filadelfia.
Los obispos no estábamos incluidos en la visita
papal en Nueva York, y eso nos permitió tiempo
para participar en los eventos relacionados con el
encuentro mundial de las familias. Si tuvimos una
sesión especial con el Papa en Filadelfia, esta vez
con obispos de todo el mundo y entonces la Misa
final, al aire libre para cerrar el encuentro mundial.
Ha habido un montón de evaluaciones de la
visita del Santo Padre, y no todos han reflejado la
euforia general evidente durante la visita. Es de
esperarse. Como dicen, "No se puede complacer
a todas las personas todo el tiempo." Entonces,
¿cómo deberíamos evaluar la visita?
Empecemos poniéndonos el lente de la fe. El

OBISPO
R. DANIEL
CONLON

obispo de Roma no es un político o una celebridad. Él es un pastor
en la obra del jefe pastor. Fue elegido para la tarea con la ayuda del
Espíritu Santo y la cumple con la misma asistencia divina. Él sería
el primero en decirles que la atención debe ser dirigida a Cristo y la
salvación de las almas, no a él.
Al mismo tiempo, él es un ser humano único con su propia
formación y experiencia. Siendo así, él va a hacer las cosas a
su manera. Jesús, por supuesto, tenía su propia personalidad.
Mientras que todos estamos llamados a "modelar" a Jesús, ninguno
de nosotros puede duplicar el Señor. Incluyendo el Papa. Es de
esperar que cada papa evalúe los desafíos que enfrentan la iglesia
y el mundo diferentemente que otros papas y que los tratara
diferentemente. No es decir que él es libre de cambiar o ignorar la
doctrina establecida.
Piense en su parroquia. Si usted ha sido miembro por un tiempo,
probablemente ha experimentado el Ministerio de más de un pastor.
Pastores, por supuesto, son diferentes: diferentes personalidades
y talentos; diferentes prioridades y formas de hacer las cosas.
Pero la parroquia continúa a través de los años. El Espíritu Santo
es la verdadera fuerza que mantiene las cosas en orden. Además,
la parroquia es parte de algo mucho más
grande. Incluso el Papa lo es también.
He vivido a través de los términos de
SU VISITA RECIENTE
algunos papas. ¡Qué diferencias! Pío XII, Juan
A NUESTRO PAÍS
XXIII, Pablo VI, Juan Pablo II, Benedicto XVI.
FUE UNA GRAN
Todos trajeron importantes regalos a la oficina
de Pedro. Todos llevaron a la iglesia fielmente.
BENDICIÓN. OTRA
Porque Cristo prometió permanecer
BENDICIÓN SERÁ
con
nosotros, estoy seguro que Papa
QUE PERMITAMOS
Francisco lo hará también. Importa poco lo
QUE SUS PALABRAS
famoso que es un papa. Sin embargo, me
Y GESTOS NOS
alegro que Papa Francisco lo sea, porque
ATRAIGAN MÁS
esa popularidad ayuda a abrir corazones
a su Ministerio y a quien representa ese
PROFUNDAMENTE
Ministerio. Su visita reciente a nuestro país
AL CORAZÓN DE
fue una gran bendición. Otra bendición será
CRISTO Y A LA
que permitamos que sus palabras y gestos
VERDAD QUE ES EL.
nos atraigan más profundamente al corazón
de Cristo y a la verdad que es El.

POR EL
PAPA
FRANCISCO
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
MONTINI CATHOLIC
STUDENTS
CELEBRATE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
LOCAL NEWS

PRIESTS IN THE DIOCESE MEET
FOR CONVOCATION
The priests of the diocese gathered Oct. 5-8
for their bi-annual convocation at the Pheasant
Run Conference Center in St. Charles. The
theme of the convocation was “Renewing Parish
Catechesis.” Presenters were Archbishop Jerome
Listecki of Milwaukee and Dr. Petroc Willey
and Sister M. Johanna Paruch, FSGM, from the
catechetical faculty of Franciscan University
of Steubenville. Priests celebrating jubilees
were honored at a special dinner during the
convocation.
NOVITIATE JOURNEY BEGINS FOR
MARY THERESE KRUEGER

Montini Catholic
High School students
were surprised on
Oct. 6 when they
were presented
with special 50th
anniversary T-shirts as
gifts to commemorate the school's 50th year of Lasallian education.
The students were asked to wear the shirts the following day when
they were marched out onto the football field for a commemorative
photo featuring the entire Montini Catholic 2015-16 family of students,
faculty and staff members. More than 700 participants surrounded
the school's logo to form a 50 to honor the school's anniversary.
"We wanted to give the kids something fun to remember," said
President Jim Segredo, who helped herd the crowd into place on
the field. "It took a total of 11 minutes to get everyone into place;
we all had a ball and were in awe of the drone above. It was a great
morning to be a Bronco!"

Mary Therese Krueger was received into the
community of the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary of Dubuque, Iowa, on Oct. 3.
With this Rite of Initiation, Mary Therese began her
novitiate journey.
Mary Therese is the third of five daughters of
Ann and James Krueger of Villa Park, Illinois. She
attended St. Alexander Catholic Grade School and
Willowbrook High School. Mary Therese is on the
core team for the Mustard Seed, a young adult
ministry group in the Joliet Diocese.
“I first became acquainted with the Presentation
Sisters through Sister Rita Cameron during
college,” said Mary Therese. “However, I became
truly drawn to the Presentations after a service
discernment trip to New Orleans. The hospitality,
love, and gift of being present to each person
they encountered opened my eyes to a new
way of service. The ministry the Presentation
Sisters are involved in and the relationships
they form truly embrace their charism of love
and hospitality. I truly believe God drew me to
religious life. The life of service, the love, the joy,
and the gift of presence the sisters I have met
have, especially the Presentation Sisters, drew me
to discern this call to religious life. I am energized
to be part of a group of people who live to serve
and love God and who commit their life to social
justice and to be part of the conversation with
people who are helping make the world a more
loving place to live.”
4
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The Year of
Consecrated Life
was announced
last year by
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It began during
the First Sunday
of Advent
during 2014
and will end
on Feb. 2, 2016.
In the months
ahead, the
magazine will

GET CONNECTED
DIOCESE OF JOLIET

be celebrating
the year with
articles focusing

ON THE COVER: Pope Francis aboard the papal flight
from Cuba to Washington D.C. on September 22, 2015.
PHOTO BY ALAN HOLDREN/CNA©

on consecrated
life.
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Sacred figures

CATHOLIC LIFE

THE EFFECT
OF A POPE

“We meet ourselves in a
thousand different disguises
on the road of life." - CARL JUNG

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM,

who is on
the Board of
Members at
Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.
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The depth psychologist, Carl Jung, believed we
have to find ourselves outside before we find
ourselves inside. In other words, our interior life
is first met outside of ourselves in someone or
something. These objects or persons fascinate
us, not simply because of their own qualities,
but because they express something in us we
have yet to acknowledge. In the words of the
psychologist, they are “symbolic.”
A symbol is a bridge to an unseen shore. We
see this side of the bridge, whatever or whomever
captivates us, but we don’t see the other side
of the bridge. The other side of the bridge is
something in us which is finding expression in the
symbol. Thinking we are engaging another we are
actually coming to know ourselves. In meeting the
other, we are actually meeting ourselves.
Falling in love is a privileged example of this
dynamic. We are attracted to someone we
may not know very well. We think we are being
objective in our assessment, our falling in love. But,
initially, the powerful attraction of the other derives
from an unconscious relationship with ourselves.
The numinous presence of the other person
derives from the fact that in them we are coming
home to ourselves, an enormously attractive
journey. In time, the other person no longer carries
for us what we have not owned in ourselves. We
are able to love the other for their own qualities,
not as symbols of our unmet inner life.
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Jung, the psychologist, observed that the
human psyche is ready for someone or something
to be its “god.” This readiness for a “god” means
we have a need for someone or something to be
central in our life, around which the rest of our
personality is organized. The psychologist cannot
say where this readiness originates. All he can
say is, if there is a god-imprint in the psyche, it
makes sense there is an imprinter. Our Christian
way of stating this reality was articulated by St.
Augustine: “Our hearts are restless until they rest
in Thee!”
Freud believed that when we outgrow our
parents, we search for a “god” who is actually a
Big Parent. In contrast, Jung believed that the
god-readiness came first, and the first images
which filled-in that readiness were the parents
who became “little gods.” The journey through
life, according to Jung, is to find more and more
adequate images for the god-readiness (or godarchetype) within us. Whatever figure or image
that expresses for us the inner readiness for God
takes on a powerfully attractive, numinous quality.
Sacred figures, such as a pope, have their
own attractive qualities based on their personal
attributes. But the numinosity of the papacy
derives not only from the qualities of a particular
pope, or the importance of the role, but also
from our own hunger for the transcendent, for
someone who speaks to us and holds for us our
deepest desires.

Pope Francis

Pope Francis has captured the imagination
and admiration of countless numbers of people
throughout the world. The papacy, in itself,
commands attention, but the personal qualities of
Pope Francis make him a particularly appealing
leader of the Church. His simplicity and courage,
and his appeal to watch out for the vulnerable
and neglected of the world resonates with the
goodwill of people.
In this admiration for the pope we learn about
ourselves as well. We realize the depth of our
hunger for meaning and goodness in life. We
resonate with the pope’s affirmation of the
goodness of God’s creation and the immense
dignity of every human being. Pope Francis
speaks to our best selves and encourages us to
witness in our lives what is most deeply held in
our hearts.

YOUR LIFE
SOCIAL MEDIA

THE VIEW
FROM THE
MEDIA

REGARDING THE
POPE'S VISIT
As the director of
communications for the Diocese
of Joliet, I recently had the
honor of being selected to serve on the
media relations team for the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
in Washington, D.C., to help them out with
Pope Francis’ visit to the United States. All
told, there were approximately 60 other
media relations and social media experts
from across the United States and Canada
that came to assist the USCCB with their
expertise.
I have had a great deal of experience in
working with and for the media, but nothing
comes close in comparison. Our team
worked in shifts 24 hours a day to ensure
there were no glitches in getting out Pope
Francis' messages.
One special encounter with His Holiness
me working at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, when
he appeared there for a Mass.
When the Holy Father entered the
Basilica, you could feel the energy and
excitement in the church. "A waiting to
exhale" moment. Both loud cheering and
crying could be heard and seen.
A nun in the last pew reached out to
shake hands with Pope Francis, and he
obliged. She immediately began to weep,
and those nearby grabbed her hand to try
to say they too had been touched by the
Holy Father.
As the pope moved down the center aisle,
loud cheering began again, and the organ
playing in the background seemed to make
the moment freeze. He later said a prayer at
a side altar and then vested for Mass.
STORY BY
EDWARD P.
FLAVIN

GRAPHIC USED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE USCCB

FROM THE
DIOCESE OF
JOLIET

Our analytics team created a social
and traditional media listening/
monitoring process across English
and Spanish that distilled
MORE THAN 73 BILLION MENTIONS
of the pope into insights that
prepared Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz, of Louisville, Kentucky,
president of the USCCB, for the daily
press briefings.
7

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED LIFE

A Brief
History
of the
Benedictine
Sisters
in Lisle

IN 1895, Father Abbot Nepomucene Jaeger of St. Procopius Abbey asked for his
sister, Sister Nepomucene Jaeger from St. Mary’s Convent in Pittsburgh, to come to
Chicago to serve the Czech people there. Though Sister Nepomucene was of Czech
decent, she did not speak the Czech language proficiently so she asked if Sister
Zita Matous, who spoke only Czech, and Sister Catherine Hruby would come with
her to start the fledgling Benedictine Community. This trio established themselves
in a small house at 268 Taylor Street in Chicago. The beginnings there were full of
hardships — a leaking roof, intense cold and it is said that Sister Nepomucene had
only three dollars in her pocket when they arrived!
From the earliest years of their founding up through the 1960s,
religious sisters were requested at various places, including St.
WANT
Joseph Orphanage; the kitchen at St. Procopius College and St.
A TOUR?
Joan of Arc School in Lisle; and SS. Cyril and Methodius School in
Joliet. This spread the sisters’ ministries into areas where Czech or
If anyone would
Slovak people lived.
be interested
As the number of nuns grew and as their ministries expanded, the
in having a tour
of Sacred Heart
sisters relocated to Lisle to the present location of the now Sacred
Monastery,
Heart Monastery, which was blessed in 1912. With the 200-acre farm
contact Sister
in Lisle when they first settled, the sisters also became farmers,
Mary Bratrsovsky,
doing manual labor to support themselves and save for the future.
prioress, at
They built Sacred Heart Academy, a boarding school for girls in
mbratrsovsky@
shmlisle.org or
1929, which merged with St. Procopius Academy for boys in 1967
view the website:
to become Benet Academy, a co-educational Catholic high school.
www.shmlisle.org.
The Benedictine Sisters joined the monks along with lay teachers to
continue the Benedictine tradition of education at Benet Academy.
With the manual labors and teaching ministries of the early years, the sisters were
not praying the Divine Office, the official prayer of the Church, until 1920, when it was
formally adopted. This addition in their lives was very important as St. Benedict, in his
rule, set up the plan for the Divine Office, adding that nothing should be preferred to
the “Opus Dei” – Latin for the “Work of God.”
With Vatican ll, all religious orders were asked to return to their roots, and for the
Benedictines it was to return to the monastic way of life, a return to live in the spirit
of St. Benedict and his sister, St. Scholastica, who were twins, born in the year 480.
8
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STORY BY
SISTER CHRISTINE KOUBA, OSB

Monastic life meant to live
together in community to pray
and work.
In 2005, the sisters completed
renovating the building that
had been left vacant after the
merger and
THE SISTERS
built another
WILL BE
HOLDING AN
building
OPEN HOUSE ON
along with
NOV. 15 FROM
independent
2-4 P.M. AT THE
cottages to
BENEDICTINE
enlarge the
SISTERS OF
SACRED HEART
care facilities.
MONASTERY
These facilities
IN LISLE.
accommodate
residents for senior living, which
is called Villa St. Benedict. The
Sacred Heart Chapel was also
renewed with air-conditioning, an
advanced sound system, a digital
organ, a new altar and podium,
arm chairs instead of pews for
the comfort of the elderly, and
an improved lighting system.
The chapel is the sacred space
used for the sisters who pray
the Liturgy of the Hours and the
daily Eucharist available for the
sisters, as well as the residents
and guests.
In addition to the sisters’
daily horarium of prayer, they
are involved with work related
to their service to Villa St.
Benedict and services in various
capacities for the needs of the
local Church. They do this as St.
Benedict directed: “That in all
things God may be glorified.”

CHECK
IT OUT
Sister Mary
Bratrsovsky, OSB,
is the prioress of
the Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred
Heart. She talks about vocations to the
religious life as part of a series on the
Year of Consecrated Life. Check out her
video here: http://bit.ly/1jbCYo6

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED LIFE
OPEN HOUSE

The Benedictine monks will be holding an open
house at St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle on Nov. 15 from
noon until 2 p.m. Mass starts at 11 a.m. There will be a
video, a tour and a discussion afterwards.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOMEONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN
JOINING THE BENEDICTINES?

THE BENEDICTINES
A LIFE OF PRAYER AND WORK
ABBOT AUSTIN G. MURPHY, OSB, is the 10th abbot
of St. Procopius Abbey. His jobs before
becoming abbot have included teaching
math and religion, as well as being campus
minister at the abbey's high school,
Benet Academy, in Lisle. He recently was
interviewed by Carlos Briceño about living
the consecrated life.
A little history first: St. Benedict founded
the Benedictine order in 529. The one that
is located in Lisle originally started in 1885,
when a group of monks of St. Vincent's
formed a new monastic community in
Chicago in order to pray and work among
the Czech and Slovak immigrants there. The
monks took over the direction of a parish
named after St. Procopius, which was also
the name of their new monastic house.
After 1901, the monks started ministering
in Lisle, where the monks had purchased
some farmland. In 1914, the abbey too was
transferred to Lisle.

CHECK
IT OUT

Abbot
Austin G.
Murphy, OSB, is the 10th
abbot of St. Procopius
Abbey in Lisle. He talks
about vocations to the
religious life as part of
a series on the Year of
Consecrated Life. You can
check out the video here:

http://bit.ly/1MbrbRJ

It's a beautiful life. It's one I'm grateful for. We
want to make sure someone is fit for it and they
are being called to it. We recommend visiting
the abbey [officially called St. Procopius Abbey
in Lisle]. Maybe coming on a retreat to spend
time. Keep doing the things a Christian should do:
practice the sacraments, be virtuous, pray each
day. Those things will help a people discern where
God is calling them.

WHAT IS THE RHYTHM OF YOUR LIFE THERE?
One of the Benedictines’ mottos is “pray and
work” — “ora et labora.” The main thing we do is
pray. Private prayer, especially with lectio divina,
[which is the prayerful reading of and meditation
upon a Biblical passage.] But also to pray the
Liturgy of the Hours, including Mass. St. Benedict
calls that “the work of God.” As far as works
go, there is work to do in the abbey. There's
work in our schools — Benet Academy and
Benedictine University [in Lisle]. Sacramemental
help, including at some of the parishes, such as
weekend assistance.

WHAT SURPRISED YOU THE MOST AFTER YOU ENTERED THE
CONSECRATED LIFE?
The value of praying in community. Praying
the Liturgy of the Hours. The beauty of that
and the spiritual depth of it, but also as time
went on what I appreciated more was the value
of perseverance, doing things day in and day
out and sticking to it. So the faithfulness to the
monastic life. The virtue and value in that.

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD?
FOR MORE
INFORMATION,
VISIT:

www.procopius.org

One of the things about consecrated life, in
general, is it builds on our baptismal vows. It's a
way of giving ourselves to God, which has been
done in baptism — to renew that wholehearted
gift of self to God out of love.
9
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THE IMPACT OF THE POPE’S VISIT
A Papal Lesson for Pilgrims
BY DAVID SPESIA

here’s nothing as physically and emotionally
grueling, and yet spiritually edifying, as a good
old-fashioned pilgrimage. Thrown together
with strangers on a journey whose path takes many
surprising twists and turns, it’s a condensed experience
of life itself.
For me, the diocesan pilgrimage to Philadelphia for the
World Meeting of Families was a faith-shaping experience
unlike any other. Our group of about two dozen holy
souls found ourselves on a roller-coaster ride through
various obstacles, which mysteriously became new
opportunities to experience God’s grace.
The pinnacle of the experience was the arrival of Pope
Francis. The rush of the crowd on Sunday afternoon was
like having Elvis, the Beatles, U2, and Taylor Swift all
showing up simultaneously — along with all of their fans.
For our group, to be within 12 or 15 feet of the Holy Father
as he passed by in the Popemobile somehow made up for
the various trials and tribulations of our adventure. One
woman said it was like childbirth: once the proverbial baby
had arrived, we forgot all about the labor pains!
But there was something so much More going on. The
first clue was that, after the Holy Father finished kissing
babies along the parade route to the stage where the
altar was prepared, virtually no one left. People actually
wanted to celebrate Mass. The next sign that something
so much more was going on came as the hundreds
of thousands stood silently and reverently for the
proclamation of the Word of God. It was as if the Lord
God Himself had come among us to speak the words of
eternal life.
Then came time for Communion: Flocking to the
Eucharistic ministers, people demonstrated a spiritual
hunger and a spiritual thirst that longed to be satiated by
something More. That is, by Someone more. In “The Joy
of the Gospel,” Pope Francis puts it this way: “Our infinite
sadness can only be cured by an infinite love” (EG, n.
265). In the streets of Philadelphia, it looked like an entire
city transformed into an open-air cathedral, where infinite
love was being freely given away.
10
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A Deacon’s Viewpoint
on the Pope’s Visit
eacon Tom Marciani was the chaplain as part
of a diocesan contingent that went to attend
the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia.
He was interviewed by Carlos Briceño about what the
trip meant to him.
How was your faith impacted during the trip?

Just to see the pope and listen to him. He is so
genuine and so down-to-earth and at the level of the
people. I felt that he was encouraging us to live that
Gospel message. Just live the Gospel message. And a lot
of importance was thrown to family because that was
the theme for the week. Just love each other and care
for each other.

How did the trip change you?

I would say I had more confidence that our Church
was heading in the right direction. That is what changed.
Sometimes I was doubtful in today’s world, the way
things are today. Francis brought that to everyone’s
attention, not only at the conference but when he was
in front of Congress and at the United Nations. More
people are paying attention to him, and that gives me
confidence, more confidence than I had before.

What was the impact of the pope on the people from
the diocese who attended with you?

There was such an excitement to see him in person,
even if it was for a few seconds as he went by. He
impressed everyone when he stopped and got out of his
Popemobile or have the Secret Service people hand him
a baby. Everybody felt he was very approachable and a
person you can talk to frankly, without worrying about
his position. You feel comfortable you are going to be
listened to. Everyone was touched by the various places
we went to and the shrines that we attended. I could
see that there was a stillness, a peacefulness among
the thousands and thousands of people there. You felt
connected spiritually with everyone, as well as being
part of a human society.

REUTERS©

PAPAL VISIT

A Reflection on an Encounter with Pope Francis
BY BROTHER JAMES GAFFNEY, FSC, PRESIDENT, LEWIS UNIVERSITY

n a nation of 325 million citizens, I had the privilege of being among the 535 who were in the Gallery of the
House of Representatives to hear the historic and exceptionally inspirational address of Pope Francis to the
Congress and by extension to the people of the United States of America. This extraordinary opportunity was
afforded to me by Congressman Bill Foster, a Democrat from the 11th Congressional District of Illinois. The pope’s
presence and his brilliant talk occurred in an environment charged with incredible anticipation, high energy, deep
respect and a realization that this was a happening unlike any to ever occur at the Capitol. No wonder those rare
tickets were said to be the “hottest ever in Washington”!
There was high drama as the sergeant-at-arms formally
announced to the speaker of the House of Representatives
and to the vice president the arrival of the U. S. Senate,
then the president’s Cabinet, followed by the justices of
the Supreme Court, the diplomatic court and then, finally,
Pope Francis. There was sustained and universal applause
that seemed to go on for a full 10 minutes, with wave after
wave of enthusiastic appreciation and affirmation. We in
the gallery — although earlier told that we were neither
to applaud nor to stand — joined in both activities along
with everyone else on the packed floor of the House of
Representatives. Throughout the pope’s address, we must
have stood and applauded at least 25 times, as consistently
did members on both sides of the aisle below.
Pope Francis touched upon all of the major themes of
his three-city visit to America. He focused upon the pivotal
role of the family; care for our “common home,” the earth;
advocacy for all of human life from the unborn to the elderly
(including calling for the end of the death penalty); alienated
youth and young adults; a more just and inclusive economy;
protection of the most vulnerable and needy; mercy and
forgiveness; a welcoming atmosphere for immigrants
seeking safety and a better quality of life for their families;
religious freedom; liberty for all; applying the Golden Rule
to all people; building bridges to better communication; and

not summarily dismissing those who think differently than
we do. Again and again, he spoke of his own role as being at
the service of dialogue in search of common ground.
I was deeply touched by his joyous faith, his humanness,
his genuine regard for the most needy and those too often
ignored or left behind, and his call upon us to be a society
that embraces the poor, the stranger, the immigrant, those
yearning for the same opportunities for their children as
all Americans want for their own children. No wonder so
many young adults, many of whom are disaffiliated from
the Church, are powerfully moved by his words and his
deeds, including his compassionate and his caring gestures
of love, simplicity and mercy. I found myself re-examining
my own lifestyle in terms of living more simply, of joining
more frequently with our students and others here at Lewis
University in works of service with and for the poor, and
embracing committing to a more intensive and integrated
prayer life throughout each day.
Pope Francis has been for me a constant and genuine
reminder of the joy of the Gospel and the powerful appeal
of Jesus Christ as the revelation of God’s compassion, justice
and faithful accompaniment of all people, with a special
regard for the needy and struggling. For him and for the
gift of God that he is for Catholics and for tens of millions of
others, I give great thanks and praise.
11
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Trust in God
Pays Off During Papal Visit

REUTERS©

STORY BY
MARY ELLYN
SCHNEIDER
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All things are possible for those who trust in the Lord. The following
is an account on how my trust in the Lord created an amazing
experience as I traveled to see Pope Francis.
My journey started a few months back when I began searching
for a way to get out East to see the pope when he came to the U.S.
recently. The planning was challenging and for various reasons I was
not able to find someone or a group to travel with. The weeks trickled
away, and I started to think that the only way I was going to be able
to see Pope Francis was on my TV screen, something that people
had suggested would be easier and safer. But I wanted to be there,
to experience it, and I wanted to share the experience with someone.
However, it didn’t look like that would be possible. But I trusted that
the Lord had a plan. Just as I was about to give up, my son surprised
me, saying he had worked out a plan for us to be where the pope was
and hopefully have the opportunity to see him. We were going!
We flew to New York, where the Holy Father would be visiting the
9/11 memorial and addressing the United Nations General Assembly.
Once in New York, I was determined to also see the 9/11 memorial, a
life-changing moment for me. As my son had to work, it left me to go
out exploring the city by myself. Trusting that God would protect me I
took two trains and my first subway in the Big Apple.
The whole time I was in the city, I felt confident that God was
watching over and protecting me. The security was immense, military
and police officers on every corner. With the help of a police officer, I
found my way to the 9/11 memorial. While there, I only got a glimpse
of the pope as he made his way from the memorial; even so, his
presence was felt as he prayed for peace, love and forgiveness.
The following day, Saturday, we drove to Philadelphia. We began

The world
tells us to seek
success, power,
and money;
God tells us to
seek humility,
service and love.
Pope Francis visits the 9/11 Memorial and Museum in New York City.
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walking to Independence
Hall, where Pope Francis was
scheduled to give a speech
later that day. We saw banners
hanging on the street poles that
read “Love is the measure of
Faith.” I felt the love of Jesus as
we walked with others excited to
see and hear our pope.
However, along the way, we
realized that we needed tickets
to get close to Independence
Hall. But we didn’t have any.
Immediately, we started asking
everyone that passed us by if
they had any extra ones. Most
said they had gotten their tickets
a long time ago and had none to
share with us.
My son suggested we start
making our way back from the
direction we came instead of
hanging around by the entrance.
I trusted in God that He would
provide if it was meant to be. As
we were walking I saw a priest
and several women with him. I
asked if he had two tickets. The
priest did not speak English, and
one of the women translated to
him. He looked at us and told the
women to bring out the extra
tickets they had and give it to
us; they had exactly two extras.
They said they were holding on
to them until they saw a special
person that God would pick that
day! Tears filled my eyes. WE
GOT IN!
We waited with the crowd to
get a glimpse of the Holy Father
and then stayed to hear his
speech.
The pope came to the U.S. to
share an important message:
“The world tells us to seek
success, power, and money; God
tells us to seek humility, service
and love.” It is through trusting
God as our hope and seeking
humility, service and love that
we can show the world what it
means to be a follower of Jesus
Christ.

YEAR OF
MERCY
PRAYER FOR THE
HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
DECEMBER 8, 2015 – NOVEMBER 20, 2016

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to
be merciful like the
heavenly Father,
and have told us that
whoever sees you sees
Him. Show us your face,
and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed
Zacchaeus and Matthew from being
enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from
seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured paradise to the
repentant thief.

The Year of Mercy
IT’S ALL ABOUT MERCY WITH POPE FRANCIS, a man who is
on a mission to as a witness of compassion. From his care of
the poor to his concern with immigrants, the Holy Father wants
Catholics to understand that God is loving and merciful to all.
With that in mind, Pope Francis has declared a Year of Mercy,
which starts on Dec. 8 and lasts until Nov. 20, 2016. “Let us not
forget that God forgives and God forgives always,” the pope
said in announcing the year. “I am convinced that the whole
Church — which has much need to receive mercy, because we
are sinners — will find in this jubilee the joy to rediscover and
render fruitful the mercy of God, with which we are all called to
give consolation to every man and woman of our time.” A Holy
Year features special celebrations and pilgrimages, with calls for
conversion and repentance. It also usually offers opportunities
to experience God’s grace through the sacraments.
As part of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis also said
that he will allow priests around the world to absolve women
who have confessed to having abortions, an ability which is
usually reserved only to bishops. (In the Diocese of Joliet, the
bishops have granted this faculty to priests for many years.)
As a way to introduce the Year of Mercy in our diocese,
the magazine is offering some information about some local
events and places that will highlight the year, along with a
definition of a plenary indulgence, which Pope Francis also
has incorporated expanded opportunities for obtaining the
indulgences that are normally a part of a Holy Year celebration.

Let us hear, as if addressed to
each one of us,
the words that you spoke to the
Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God.”
You are the visible face of the
invisible Father,
of the God who manifests His power
above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the
world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also
be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion
for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel
sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every
one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be
a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed
enthusiasm,
may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the
oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this through the intercession
of Mary, Mother of Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.
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YEAR OF MERCY

DIOCESAN CELEBRATIONS
FOR THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
December 12,

Opening of the Holy Year

2015

and the Holy Door,
Cathedral of St. Raymond
Nonnatus, Joliet, Mass at 5 p.m.

March 4, 2016

Hours for the Lord with the
availability to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

November 20,

Closing of the Holy Year

2016

and the Holy Door,
Cathedral of St. Raymond
Nonnatus, Joliet, Mass at 9 a.m.

READ MORE
More information about
this can be found on the
diocesan website at
www.dioceseofjoliet.org.
Search under the
Holy Year of Mercy.

SPECIAL DAYS OF PRAYER DURING THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY

On each of these days, let us join our Holy Father in prayer for blessings upon the people
being remembered:

14

January 19-21

Jubilee for those involved with guiding or organizing pilgrimages and religious tours.

February 2

Jubilee for Consecrated Life and the closing of the Year for Consecrated Life.

February 10

Ash Wednesday and the sending forth of Missionaries of Mercy.

February 22

Jubilee for the Roman Curia.

March 4-5

24 hours for the Lord with the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

April 3

Jubilee for those who are devoted to the spirituality of Divine Mercy.

April 24

Jubilee for teens, ages 13-16, to profess their faith and construct a culture of mercy.

May 26

Jubilee for deacons.

June 3

Jubilee for priests.

June 12

Jubilee for those who are ill and for persons with disabilities.

July 26-31

Jubilee for youth (World Youth Day in Krakow).

September 4

Jubilee for workers and volunteers of mercy.

September 25

Jubilee for catechists.

October 8-9

Marian Jubilee.

November 1

Mass celebrated by Pope Francis in memory of the faithful departed.

November 6

Jubilee for prisoners.

November 20

Conclusion of the Holy Year of Mercy.
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PILGRIMAGE CHURCHES
in the Diocese of Joliet

Cathedral of St. Raymond
Nonnatus, Joliet

St. John the Baptist,
Winfield

Immaculate Conception,
Elmhurst

Ss. Peter and Paul,
Naperville

St. Patrick,
Yorkville

St. Mary Parish,
Mokena

St. John the Baptist,
Joliet

St. Patrick,
Kankakee

Immaculate Conception,
Gilman
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YEAR OF MERCY

OBTAINING A PLENARY INDULGENCE DURING
THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
What is a plenary indulgence?
An indulgence is the remission in the eyes of God of the
temporal punishment due to sins, the guilt of which has been
absolved through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Christian
faithful who are rightly disposed and observe the definite,
prescribed conditions gain this remission through the effective
assistance of the Church. A plenary indulgence frees a person
from all of the temporal punishment due to sins and may be
gained only once on any one day. Indulgences are only applicable
to oneself and to the dead.
This is how an indulgence is defined in the Code of Canon Law
(can. 992) and in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 1471): "An
indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment
due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful
Christian who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed
conditions through the action of the Church which, as the minister of
redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the
satisfactions of Christ and the saints.”
How can one obtain a plenary indulgence during the
Holy Year of Mercy?
By having the intention of acquiring the indulgence – while also
having the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin,
even venial sin; going to confession (before or after the visit);
receiving Holy Communion; making a profession of faith; praying
for the Holy Father and for the intentions that he bears in his heart
for the good of the Church and of the entire world while doing
any of the following:
• The faithful: by visiting one of the diocesan pilgrimage churches;
• The sick and people who are elderly and alone: by receiving Holy
Communion or attending Holy Mass and community prayer (even
through the various means of communication);
• Those who are incarcerated: by visiting the chapel in the prison;
• The faithful: by personally performing one or more of the Spiritual
and Corporal Works of Mercy.
• The faithful by remembering the deceased at Holy Mass and praying
that they be freed from every remnant of fault and thus be embraced
by God in the blessedness of life eternal.
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SPIRITUAL WORKS
OF MERCY

CORPORAL WORKS
OF MERCY

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Admonish the sinner.
Instruct the ignorant.
Counsel the doubtful.
Comfort the sorrowful.
Bear wrongs patiently.
Forgive all injuries.
Pray for the living and dead.

Feed the hungry.
Give drink to the thirsty.
Clothe the naked.
Shelter the homeless.
Visit the sick.
Visit the imprisoned.
Bury the dead.
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I have asked the Church in this
Jubilee Year to rediscover the
richness encompassed by the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy. The
experience of mercy, indeed, becomes
visible in the witness of concrete signs as
Jesus Himself taught us. Each time that
one of the faithful personally performs
one or more of these actions, he or she
shall surely obtain the Jubilee Indulgence.
Hence the commitment to live by mercy
so as to obtain the grace of complete and
exhaustive forgiveness by the power of
love of the Father who excludes no one.
The Jubilee Indulgence is thus full, the
fruit of the very event which is to be
celebrated and experienced with faith,
hope and charity.”
- POPE FRANCIS, SEPT. 1, 2015

As we can see in Sacred Scripture,
mercy is a key word that indicates
God’s action towards us. He does not
limit himself merely to affirming His love,
but makes it visible and tangible. Love,
after all, can never be just and
abstraction. By its very nature, it indicates
something concrete: intentions, attitudes,
and behaviors that are shown in daily
living. The mercy of God is His loving
concern for each one of us. He feels
responsible; that is, He desires our well
being, and He wants to see us happy, full
of joy, and peaceful. This is the path
which the merciful love of Christians must
also travel. As the Father loves, so do His
children. Just as He is merciful, so we are
called to be merciful to each other.”
- POPE FRANCIS, “THE FACE OF MERCY” #9

YOUR STORY
REFLECTION

The Trip
of a

Lifetime
STORY BY
KATHY
HARPER

Excitement! Edifying! Euphoric! Enlightened!
These words are only a few adjectives of
how I felt during the period of anticipation
leading up to see Pope Francis live and in
person for the first time in the United States.
Since we made the decision to embark
on a pilgrimage with the Diocese of Joliet
for the World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia, I have been praying. My prayer
was first the safety of our Holy Father and
that my daughter, Mary-Katherine, age 11,
and I would be able to get a good view of
him. I focused on a photo of Pope Francis
and would pray for him before I would go to
bed each night.
After the World Meeting of Families
commenced, I was so thrilled to be
attending this conference. Each day, I felt
how much closer we were to seeing Pope
Francis.

Then the day he was in town, Saturday,
finally arrived. I remember how excited I
was before falling asleep. Again, praying
for his safe arrival and that at least my
daughter could have a good view of him.
My idea of close was behind hundreds
of people, which is why we brought our
binoculars.
The day was beautiful, and our group
first went to Mass at the Shrine of our
Lady of Czestochowa. Upon our arrival
into downtown Philadelphia, our bus driver
got us as close as possible, which was
seven blocks from our security checkpoint.
Because we were so early for the parade,
my daughter and I managed to make our
way to the front of the guardrails.
We were next to a family from
Guatemala. Their baby’s name was “Angel.”
I looked to the sky, and there was a cross
there, formed by the clouds. And, then
hours later, there was Pope Francis! We
were about 20 feet from him, and I truly
believe the Holy Spirit answered my prayer.
My daughter managed to get great video.
I took photos. Tears streamed down my
face as it looked as if Pope Francis was
illuminated. I felt euphoric. It still gives me
chills when I reflect. My daughter’s energy
was emanating from her, and for me to
witness her joy was more than I could bear.
Later, as we were walking back to our
bus, she hugged me and said, “Thank
you for bringing me, Mom. This has been
awesome, like Disney World.” My heart was
singing with joy.
The next day, we were even closer to him
during the Papal Mass.
One last thought that continues to have
deep meaning for me. As we were getting
screened to enter our gate, one TSA agent
had the last name of “Lord” imprinted on
his badge. His last name could have been
Smith or Banks.
Yes, I am edified from this unforgettable
pilgrimage to see Pope Francis. I am
forever changed by my experience. He and
I share the same birthday, Dec. 17, so I truly
felt I have a special connection to him.

I truly
believe the
Holy Spirit
answered
my prayer.
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Jake is 37 and is a veteran and a
single dad who has struggled with
homelessness for years. He suffers
from PTSD, bipolar disorder, and
several physical concerns. A strong
belief in God has helped Jake through
many tough times. With the help
of Catholic Charities, Jake and his
children will be living in a home by
Christmas. Your gift of $250 will
provide winter clothes and warm
bedding for Jake and his family.

The Gift of Christmas:
Bringing Hope to Those in Need
YOUR STORY
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

STORY BY
Maggie Snow
PHOTOS BY
Carlos Briceño

he holidays are a time for families and friends to
celebrate with gifts and parties. Holidays also offer
many opportunities for people to be generous and
charitable, and, with that in mind, Catholic Charities is
again offering its Gift of Christmas campaign. To help
others in need this Christmas season, read the following
stories, choose a family to support and make a donation
to Catholic Charities. Give others the gift of hope this
holiday season!

When 21-year-old Kenya and her
three young children were recently
evicted from their apartment, they
became homeless and began staying
at Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center.
This young mom is expecting her
fourth child any day now, but remains
focused on securing a full-time job
and an affordable place to live. She’s
very upset that her children may
miss Christmas this year due to their
circumstances. A gift of $300 will help
Kenya provide Christmas gifts for her
children and supplies for her new baby.
Ida, 74, resides in a home that’s
in very poor condition. Her only
decorations are two stuffed animals,
18

and she barely has any furniture. Ida
wears oversized men’s shoes because
she cannot afford to purchase any that
properly fit her. A gift of $150 would
purchase new shoes and clothing for
Ida and some much-needed personal
effects for her home.
Amber is a hard-working single mom
with two children. After spending time
in a homeless shelter, her family moved
into Catholic Charities’ transitional
housing program. This cheerful mother
never complains and is very active in her
church. A gift of $200 would purchase
a gas card to help Amber commute to
her job and would also help with winter
clothing for her children.
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Anita is a single mom who devotes
all of her energy to supporting her
teenage son and 9-year-old daughter.
After the small family experienced
homelessness, Anita was thrilled
to secure a job late last year and
they moved into a small apartment.
However, Anita still struggles to pay
for basic expenses. Your gift of $200
will help Anita celebrate a bright
Christmas for her children, including
the games and toys that she would
otherwise be unable to provide.
When their adult daughter lost
custody of her children, Ralph and
Peggy unexpectedly gained custody
of their three young grandchildren.
The couple is participating in Catholic
Charities’ Relatives Raising Children
program as they navigate their new
roles. They are doing their best to
make a good and stable life for their
grandchildren, but were unprepared
financially to have three kids in the
home, one of whom is still in diapers.
A gift of $250 will help ease the strain
of normal living expenses, such as
diapers, clothes, food, and toiletries.
Recently, Lexi started a full-time job
and enrolled her 15-month-old son in
Catholic Charities’ Early Head Start
program. This single mom lives in
public housing and is working hard to
improve her financial situation. She’s
studying for her GED and plans to
register for college classes once she
passes her test. A gift of $200 would
help purchase household supplies and
warm clothing for Lexi’s son.

TO READ MORE
about families in need and how you can
help, visit Catholic Charities' website at
www.catholiccharitiesjoliet.org and visit
the Gift of Christmas page. Monetary
gifts can be made in several ways:
• Call 815.724.1140.
• Make your gift online using your credit
card at: www.catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
• Send a check payable to
Catholic Charities. Mail it to:
Catholic Charities,
Gift of Christmas,
203 N. Ottawa Street,
Joliet, IL 60432

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Call Claudia Rodriguez
at 815.724.1140 or
send her an email at
crodriguez@cc-doj.org.

Latasha is a 20-year-old single
mother who has developmental delays.
She recently confided in a friend that
she was being sexually abused by a
family member. Latasha and her young
daughter left their home quickly and
without most of their belongings. They
are currently re-building with the help
of Catholic Charities’ Adult Protective
Services program. A gift of $200 will
help Latasha replace what she lost,
including furniture and other basic
items for her toddler.
Patricia has custody of her four
year-old granddaughter. She recently
enrolled the little girl in Catholic
Charities’ Head Start program. Patricia
is grateful and has become very active
in the program and enthusiastically
helps out at the school often. She is
focused on providing the best life
possible for her granddaughter. A gift
of $200 would help provide warmth
for this family at Christmas — coats,
hats, scarves, and blankets.
When Cristina fell in love with one of
her co-workers, she thought she had

found the perfect man. However, when
she became pregnant, he offered her
money for an abortion and nothing
more. She also discovered that he was
engaged to another women. Cristina
has also become homeless during her
pregnancy and has been staying with
different members of her church. A
gift of $200 would allow Cristina to
buy clothing for herself and necessary
items for her new baby.
Davion met his soul mate when
they were in high school. At 19-yearsold, Davion’s girlfriend passed away
while giving birth to the couple’s twin
babies. Today, those babies are four
years old, and Davion is raising them
with help from his mother. This loving
and compassionate dad works full-time
and has the children enrolled in Catholic
Charities’ Head Start program. Your gift
of $200 would help this family afford
coats, boots, and hats for the winter.
Karen and her three children (two
of whom have special needs) recently
escaped from her abusive husband
and
entered
Catholic
Charities

Transitional Housing program. Karen
has maintained employment for many
years in the health care industry, but
still struggles financially as a single
parent. A gift of $250 would help
Karen purchase bed sheets, an alarm
clock, and books for her children.
Rosa is a 17-year-old honor student
who is preparing for college. She
receives counseling from Catholic
Charities because she has had a very
difficult living situation which includes
a period of time when she and her
mother were homeless and living in
a car. Despite her struggles, Rosa is
focused on a successful future. A gift
of $200 would help Rosa have a bright
Christmas this year, including clothing,
shoes, books, and school supplies.
Veronica and Luis are the proud
parents of five children. Veronica works
full-time, but Luis recently lost his job,
and money is very tight. In addition,
Veronica has met some serious medical
challenges this year. Your gift of $300
would provide new clothes for the
children, who are growing fast!

Please note there are many more client stories posted at www.catholiccharitiesjoliet.org. We are grateful for all who
contribute. Once every client in our Gift of Christmas program has been adopted, any remaining donations will move to the
Catholic Charities' Annual Christmas Appeal so that Catholic Charities can care for our clients year round.
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SPECIAL
REPORT

STORY BY
DOUG CULP

POPE FRANCIS IN THE U.S.

It would be an understatement to describe Pope Francis’ recent visit to the United States as historic, but historic
it certainly was. From his addresses at the White House and a joint session of Congress in Washington, D.C., to
his speeches at the United Nations General Assembly in New York and the Festival of Families in Philadelphia,
Pope Francis covered a wide spectrum of subjects while still finding time to celebrate several Masses, canonize a saint,
dine with the homeless, bless babies and those afflicted with debilitating conditions, and meet with prisoners. It was a
trip that truly captured the attention of a nation and, indeed, the world.

Pope Francis Taught in Words
“As the son of an immigrant family, I am happy to be a guest in this country,
which was largely built by such families.” – WHITE HOUSE ADDRESS
I believe that I
never said a thing
that wasn’t the social
doctrine of the Church.
Things can be
explained, possibly an
explanation gave an
impression of being a
little 'to the left,' but it
would be an error of
explanation ... And if
necessary, I’ll recite the
creed. I am available to
do that, eh.”
– INTERVIEW WITH
REPORTERS ON THE
PLANE FROM CUBA TO
WASHINGTON, D.C.

20

“ALL ARE CALLED TO

“THE PATH AHEAD, THEN, IS

BE VIGILANT, PRECISELY

DIALOGUE

AS GOOD CITIZENS, TO
PRESERVE AND DEFEND

AMONG YOURSELVES,
DIALOGUE
IN YOUR PRESBYTERATES,
DIALOGUE
WITH LAY PERSONS,
DIALOGUE
WITH FAMILIES,
DIALOGUE
WITH SOCIETY.
I CANNOT EVER TIRE OF
ENCOURAGING YOU TO
DIALOGUE FEARLESSLY.”
– ADDRESS TO U.S. BISHOPS
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[RELIGIOUS FREEDOM]
FROM EVERYTHING THAT
WOULD THREATEN OR

“I CANNOT HIDE MY
CONCERN FOR THE
FAMILY, WHICH IS
THREATENED, PERHAPS
AS NEVER BEFORE, FROM
WITHIN AND WITHOUT.
Fundamental relationships
are being called into
question, as is the
very basis of marriage
and the family.”
– ADDRESS TO CONGRESS

COMPROMISE IT.”
– WHITE HOUSE ADDRESS

“The joy of men and
women who love God
attracts others to him;
priests and religious
are called to find
and radiate lasting
satisfaction in their
vocation.”
– EVENING PRAYER AT
ST. PATRICK CATHEDRAL

Pope Francis Taught in Deeds

1

3

2

4

6

5

7

1. Pope Francis
speaks with
children at Our
Lady Queen of
Angels School in
East Harlem, N.Y.
2. Pope Francis
addresses a joint
meeting of the
U.S. Congress.
3. Pope Francis
kisses a baby
as he visits
Independence
Mall. 4. Pope
Francis engages
with well-wishers
after arriving at
John F. Kennedy
International
Airport. 5. Pope
Francis blesses
an inmate as
he meets with
prisoners at
Curran-Fromhold
Correctional
Facility in
Philadelphia.
6. Pope Francis
addresses
a plenary
meeting of the
United Nations
Sustainable
Development
Summit. 7. Pope
Francis visits with
homeless who are
served meals by
Catholic Charities
in Washington,
D.C. / ALL PHOTOS
FROM REUTERS.
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Father Odilo Crkva, OSB, died of cancer at
St. Patrick’s Residence, Naperville, on Sept. 29.
He was 88. Born in Brtnice, Czechoslovakia,
on Feb. 23, 1926, Francis Crkva was one of
three children in the family of a poor bricklayer.
Though from childhood he desired to become a
priest, the expense of studying would have put
his ambition out of reach had not Emaus Abbey,
in Prague, offered a scholarship to his parish so
he might be sent to secondary school. Francis
was chosen, but his studies were complicated
by the German occupation of Bohemia and
Moravia in 1939 and, soon after, the start of
World War II. Toward the end of 1944, the
18-year-old was conscripted for forced labor
in a paramilitary organization. The last months
of the war were spent in construction work, as
well as clean-up after raids on Prague and other
towns by Allied bombers. Since the Russian
front was approaching and there were rumors
that young Czechs would be obliged to join the
Red Army, Francis slipped away from his unit
and back to his village. In the last days of the
war, he helped direct German military traffic
westwards, in a successful effort to prevent a
full-scale battle from being fought in Brtnice.
After the war, Francis joined the revived Abbey
of Emaus, professing his monastic vows on July
11, 1947. Sent to Sant Anselmo for theological
studies, Father Odilo avoided the imprisonment
that most Emaus monks suffered when their
monastery was suppressed by the Communist
dictatorship, but he found himself stranded in
Rome without a community of his own. With
the help of the Holy See and the Benedictine
confederation, he was able to remain at Sant
Anselmo for over a decade. Following his
ordination to the priesthood in 1953, Father Odilo
worked on licentiates in theology, Gregorian
chant and sacred composition, all the while
guiding the development of an orchestra at
Sant Anselmo itself. From 1957-1959, he served
as the chaplain of the Benedictine sisters at
Montefiolo. He then accepted the invitation of
Abbot Ambrose Ondrak to cross the Atlantic
and come to St. Procopius Abbey, where he was
immediately put to work as an organist for the
Divine Office and also taught such subjects as
Latin, Greek, and Gregorian Chant. In 1968, he
officially transferred to St. Procopius.
Five years later, Father Odilo was assigned
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Father Andrew Lewandowski, CR, the pastor at St. Mark’s
Parish in Wheaton, says hello to his parishioners at the “Taste
of St. Mark's" Parish Picnic held near the end of summer.

to drive the abbey's van, and for the next 33
years he brought the monks to their duties
at the academy and university and carried all
the mail between the Lisle Post Office and the
Benedictine institutions. Only in 2006, in his 81st
year, did infirmity at last oblige him to forego
his “appointed rounds.” Cancer was discovered
about three weeks before his death, and his
health deteriorated rapidly in his final days.
YOUNG WOMAN WITH TIES TO THE
DIOCESE MAKES HER FINAL VOWS
Mother Maria Aeiparthenos Berry made her
final vows to her religious community on Sept. 14,
the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. She
entered the Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of
Matara in 2008, two weeks after graduating from
the Catholic University of America. Mother Berry’s
baptismal name was Joanna Berry, and she and
her family were Lutherans until 1995, when her
father entered the Church at St. Irene Church in
Warrenville, and 1997, when she and her siblings
entered the Church at St. Thomas the Apostle
Church in Naperville. Joanna was in 5th grade.
Later, she attended St. Francis High School in
Wheaton. Her name, Aeiparthenos, means "ever
Virgin" and is one of the four dogmas of Mary.
Since May of 2013, Mother Aeiparthenos served
as the mistress of novices for the North American
province of her community, the Servants of the
Lord, which is a missionary order with a focus on
evangelizing the culture.

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

Tree of Light Mass to Take Place on Nov. 8
The Tree of Light Infant Memorial Mass at the Blanchette Catholic Center in
Crest Hill will take place on Nov. 8. This liturgy, celebrated by Father James
Lennon, will remember babies who have been lost through miscarriage,
stillbirth, infant death, other pregnancy losses or early childhood death.
At 2 p.m., a special tree blessing ceremony commemorating these
babies will precede the Mass. Family members may wish to arrive at
1:30 p.m. to sign in and to gather in the chapel. A reception with light
refreshments will be served immediately following. Call 815.838.5334
or go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/siteimages/chancerytribunal/JOB/
TreeOfLight2015flier.pdf to register. Please call if unable to attend but
would like a baby remembered.
Annulment Information Seminar to be Held This Month
Father Joseph Tapella, the Judicial Vicar of the Joliet Diocesan Tribunal,
will conduct an annulment information seminar, on Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Blanchette Catholic Center. Those interested in petitioning for
annulment, those already in the process, and those who are just curious are
welcome to attend. The annulment process will be explained and questions
will be welcomed. This day does not start the process but offers a friendly
atmosphere to learn what annulment means and what is entailed in the
process. Attendees will experience a review of the annulment paperwork.
Pre-register by Nov. 6. A $25 fee includes morning coffee, lunch, and a
binder with handouts. Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. For information and/
or to register, please call 815.838.5334 or go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
siteimages/chancerytribunal/JOB/AnnulProcessDay-CURRENT_FLIER.pdf.
Registrations for March for Life Due by Nov. 13
The Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., will occur on Jan. 20-24,
2016. Some highlights include the following: Mass at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception; a youth rally and Mass; a
wreath-laying at Arlington National Cemetery; visiting monuments and
more. The cost is $347 for high school freshmen through college seniors,
including all transportation, lodging and most meals. The cost for adults is
$435, double occupancy. All registration forms and a $100 deposit are due
Nov. 13. For full details and to register visit
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/life/sectioncontent.php?secid=7. If there are any
questions, please contact Respect Life Ministry at 815.221.6251.
The Viatorian Community Sponsors a Celebration of Consecrated Life
All are welcome to join in this celebration, on Nov. 8, at 4 p.m. at Maternity
B.V.M. Parish, Bourbonnais, as the Catholic community gathers to thank the
men and women religious – sisters, brothers, and priests — serving in the
Kankakee area for saying “yes” each day to a vocation of consecrated life
and service to the Lord. A reception immediately follows in the parish center.
Retreat to Offer Healing for Abortions to be Held in Early December
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreats offer an opportunity for healing to any
woman or man who has struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of an
abortion. The next retreat in the diocese will be held on
Dec. 4-6. For more information, call 1.866.99.4.GIVE (4483).

LAST WORD

THE PASTOR
OF THE CUBANS
his fall, Father William Conway
celebrated 38 years as a priest,
which includes 35 years of
helping the Hispanic community, along
with having a great interest in the
different cultures and communities in the
diocese. For 12 years, he was diocesan
director of the Office of Hispanic
Ministry, involved in lay Leadership and
formation in the Hispanic community.
Evangelizition is his priority.
On Sept. 8, 1989,
Father Conway started
celebrating the Feast
of Nuestra Senora de la
Caridad del Cobre (the
Feast of Our Lady of
Charity), the Patroness of Cuba, at Saint
Alexis, in Bensenville.
Years later, he was invited to Sacred
Heart Parish in Melrose Park, where the
chapel of Nuestra Senora de la Caridad
is located, to preside at the celebration
there. Since then, the Cuban community
has invited Father Conway for the past
26 years.
It is a real tradition, and Father
Conway is the principal figure in this
important tradition. We have remained
united in the faith and in hope. His
friendly and helpful personality has
made us feel like friends. He knows the
history of Cuba and its culture well.
Father Conway’s ministry among us has
earned him the title of "Pastor de los
Cubanos" (Pastor of the Cubans).
The Cuban community feels honored
and grateful to have Father Conway
as our pastor during the past 26 years.
We wish him a long life so that he may
continue to minister to the Hispanic
communities, and we wish that one
day he may also celebrate the Feast of
Nuestra Senora de la Caridad del Cobre
in a free and sovereign Cuba.
- STORY BY NORMA REYES, A PARISHIONER AT
ST. ALEXIS IN BENSENVILLE
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