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FROM THE
BISHOP

Why We Go To Mass
WHEN YOU WALK INTO CHURCH FOR MASS,

what is it that you

expect will happen? Why do you think you are there?
It has been more than 50 years since the Second
Vatican Council significantly changed the externals of
the Mass. People my age and older remember a form
of the Mass that was starkly different from what is
generally experienced in our parish churches today.

Yet, at its core, the Mass is still the same. Most
importantly, the Mass is first and foremost the
action of Christ, and only secondly is it ours. As
the council’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
says, all of the Church’s liturgy, and the Eucharist,
BY BISHOP
in particular, is “an exercise of the priestly office of
R. DANIEL
Jesus Christ.” Every Mass is a renewed offering of
CONLON
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for the salvation of
the world. He also generously offers us His Body
and Blood.
The council emphasized the importance of the
Liturgy of the Word, because, here again, “God
speaks to His people, and Christ is still proclaiming
His Gospel.” Even the homily is an action of God
carried out through the human agency of the
ordained minister.
Clearly, though, the members of the assembly
are not intended to be passive observers. They
are called to be “full, conscious and active”
participants. What is desired as a result of this
participation is a true transformation of
everyone’s heart and mind. As the very first
paragraph of the constitution says, “…the
liturgy daily builds up those who are in the
PRAY!
church, making of them a holy temple of the
FOR OUR
Lord, a dwelling place for God in the Spirit,
CHURCH
to a mature measure of the fullness of Christ.
At the same time it marvelously increases
their power to preach Christ and thus show forth
the Church, a sign lifted up among the nations.”
Having presented these principles, I come back
to the original questions: What do you expect will
happen? Why are you there?
2
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Many Catholics are disappointed by their
experience of Sunday Mass. Many have stopped
going or go infrequently. Much of the frustration, I
believe, results from some misconceptions. Allow
me to suggest a few possibilities.
People sometimes place too much emphasis
on the human orientation of the liturgy, to the
point that the divine orientation becomes not
only secondary but almost obscured. The primary
purpose of the Eucharist is to give worship to God.
As created beings, we are obliged to worship God.
As Christians, and Catholics, in particular, the most
perfect form of worship is joining ourselves to
Christ in offering Himself to the Father.
Interaction between those in the sanctuary and
the pews and among the people in the pews is one
of the most radical changes of the post-conciliar
liturgy. This is good. We are not merely individuals
offering private worship. Yet the focus must still be
on God and the common worship that we offer –
and not on ourselves. Otherwise a shallowness will
result. Large numbers of people generally do not
assemble just for the sake of being together and
being nice to one another.
Another issue may be the expectation of
“performance.” Since the music, preaching,
reading, even décor are outward expressions
of our worship of God, they should represent
our best. They should lift our hearts and minds
to God, not have the primary intent or effect of
entertaining us. Sometimes it strikes me that the
music, for example, excellent though it may be,
overwhelms the other aspects of the liturgy, such
as the Scripture readings, prayers, and moments
of silence, which often are objectively more
important elements. Does the homily, as another
example, have an interior effect on the hearers,
or is it rated highly just because it is interesting,
maybe even amusing?
The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy sums up
the Eucharistic celebration this way: “a sacrament
of love, a bond of charity, a paschal banquet in
which Christ is consumed, the mind is filled with
grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.”
That’s what you can expect when you go to
Mass. That’s why you are there. That’s quite a lot.

ESPAÑOL

los cambios más radicales de la
liturgia postconciliar. Está bueno.
No somos simplemente personas
ué es lo que esperas sucede cuando entras en la iglesia para
que ofrecen culto privado. Pero
la Misa? ¿Por qué crees que existen?
el enfoque debe quedar en
Dios y la adoración común que
Hace ya más de 50 años que el Concilio Vaticano II cambió
ofrecemos – y no en nosotros
significativamente las cosas externas de la Misa. Gente de mi edad
mismos. De lo contrario resultará
una superficialidad. Gran número
y mayor recuerdan una forma de la misa que era muy diferente de
de personas generalmente no se
lo que generalmente se experimenta en las parroquias de hoy.
juntan sólo por estar juntos y ser
agradables el uno con el otro.
Otro problema puede ser la
OBISPO
Sin embargo, en su núcleo, la
a una medida de madurez de
expectativa de "desempeño."
R. DANIEL
misa sigue siendo la misma. Lo
la plenitud de Cristo. Al mismo
Desde la música, predicación,
CONLON
más importante, la misa es ante
tiempo él maravillosamente
lectura, incluso decoración
todo la acción de Cristo y sólo
aumenta su poder para predicar
son expresiones externas de
en segundo lugar es nuestro.
a Cristo y así manifestar la iglesia,
nuestra alabanza de Dios, y
Como dice la Constitución sobre
una señal levantada entre las
deben representar lo mejor
la sagrada liturgia, toda la liturgia
Naciones."
de nosotros. Deben levantar
de la iglesia y la Eucaristía, en
Haber presentado estos
nuestros corazones y
particular, es "un ejercicio de la
principios, vuelvo a la
mentes a Dios, no tener
oficina sacerdotal de Jesucristo."
pregunta original: ¿qué
la intención principal o
Cada Misa es una oferta renovada
esperas que va a pasar?
efecto de entretenernos
ORAR!
del sacrificio de Cristo en la
¿Por qué estás allí?
POR
a nosotros. A veces me
NUESTRA
Cruz por la salvación del mundo.
Muchos católicos están
parece que la música,
IGLESIA
Generosamente nos ofrece su
decepcionados por su
por ejemplo, aunque
cuerpo y su sangre.
experiencia de la Misa
resulta excelente, abruma
El Consejo enfatizó la
del domingo. Muchos han dejado
a los otros aspectos de la
importancia de la liturgia de la
de ir o van con poca frecuencia.
liturgia, como las lecturas de las
palabra, porque, aquí otra vez,
Gran parte de la frustración, en mi
escrituras, oraciones y momentos
"Dios habla a su pueblo, y Cristo
opinión, es resultado de algunos
de silencio, que a menudo son
todavía está proclamando su
conceptos erróneos. Permítanme
elementos objetivamente más
evangelio."
Incluso
la
homilía
es
sugerir
algunas
posibilidades.
importantes. ¿La homilía, como
Como
una
acción
de
Dios
a
través
de
A
veces
las
personas
ponen
otro ejemplo, tiene un efecto
cristianos y
la
agencia
humana
del
ministro
mucho
énfasis
en
la
orientación
interior en los oyentes, o es
católicos, en
ordenado.
humana
de
la
liturgia,
al
punto
clasificada altamente sólo porque
particular, la
Claramente,
sin
embargo,
los
que
la
orientación
divina
llega
es interesante, tal vez incluso
forma más
miembros
de
la
Asamblea
no
son
a
ser
no
solamente
secundaria
divertida?
perfecta de
para
ser
observadores
pasivos.
pero
casi
obscura.
El
propósito
La Constitución sobre la
adoración es
Están
llamados
a
ser
participantes
principal
de
la
Eucaristía
es
sagrada
liturgia, resume la
uniéndonos
"plenos,
conscientes
y
activos."
dar
culto
a
Dios.
Como
seres
celebración
eucarística de esta
a Cristo en el
Lo
que
se
desea
como
resultado
creados,
estamos
obligados
a
manera:
"un
sacramento del
ofrecimiento
de
esta
participación
es
una
adorar
a
Dios.
Como
cristianos
y
amor,
un
vínculo
de la caridad,
de sí mismo
verdadera
transformación
del
católicos,
en
particular,
la
forma
banquete
Pascual
en el que Cristo
al padre.
corazón y la mente de todos.
más perfecta de adoración
se consume, la mente se llena de
Como dice el primer párrafo
es uniéndonos a Cristo en el
gracia y se nos da una prenda de
de la Constitución, "...la liturgia
ofrecimiento de sí mismo al
gloria futura."
diaria acumula los que están
padre.
Eso es lo que puede esperar
en la iglesia, haciendo de ellos
Interacción entre ésos en el
cuando vaya a Misa. Es por
un templo santo del Señor, una
Santuario y las bancas y entre la
eso que usted está allí. Eso es
vivienda para el espíritu de Dios,
gente en las bancas es uno de
bastante.

¿Q
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

Priestly Fraternities of St. Dominic
Several priests from the Diocese of Joliet —
Father Michael Lane, Father John Lovitsch, Father
Matt Pratscher, and Father Dennis Paul — took final
promises as members of the Priestly Fraternities
of St. Dominic in mid September at St. Vincent
Ferrer Church in River Forest. These priests remain
diocesan priests, but are formally affiliated with
the Dominican Order through a distinct rule of
life and so share in the grace and mission of the
Order of Preachers. From left to right are Father
Lane; Father Lovitsch; Father James Marchionda,
OP, Dominican prior provincial, who received
their promises; Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M. Siegel;
Father Pratscher, and Father Paul.

JCA Students Learn History of Heritage Quad in Freshman Theology
Part of the curriculum in
the Joliet Catholic Academy’s
Theology Department is based
on the charisms of its sponsors,
the Carmelites and Franciscans.
In order to better understand
these charisms, freshman
students recently undertook a
project researching the histories
of both religious orders and were
able to do so in the new Heritage
Quad, which commemorates the
contributions of the founders
of JCA.
JCA freshman students in
Cory McDermott’s theology
class recently packed up their
new laptops and headed outside
in small groups to research the
school’s founding religious orders
and understand many of the
symbols and history present in
Heritage Quad.
Freshman Madi Mikuska said,
“It was different because I’d
never had class outside before.
We were outside and active,
researching the history of our
school and getting a lot of
information on the Heritage Quad
walls commemorating [De La
Salle, Joliet Catholic High School,
and St. Francis Academy]. I
learned that the Mayo Clinic [one
4

of the world’s leading hospitals]
was formed by Mother Alfred
Moes and the Sisters of Saint
Francis in 1889 [after the sisters
had founded St. Francis Academy
in Joliet in 1869].”
Mikuska also commented on
the recent addition of two new
statues to the Heritage Quad:
St. Francis of Assisi and Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel. Both statues
arrived just in time for JCA’s
annual Heritage Week, which
took place from Oct. 3-9. and
included an all-school Mass, as
well as specific days dedicated
to prayer, generosity, gratitude,
and hospitality. The statues were
created by renowned Christian
artist Timothy P. Schmalz, who
has received worldwide attention
for his “Homeless Jesus” statues
located all across the globe.
McDermott added, “It is
important for our students to know
their heritage, and to understand
how important the contributions
to education in this area that the
Carmelites and Franciscans have
made over 147 years. A Carmelite
and Franciscan education, and
most importantly an education
centered upon the teachings of
Jesus Christ, is the most important
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thing we provide to our students at
JCA on a daily basis.”
Freshman Kyle Michel said,
“The laptops allow us not to have
to carry any books, and it was
nice to have a day outside of the
classroom to be able to learn in
another environment.”
Fellow freshman Moira Cardwell
added, “It keeps us more
organized, on top of things, and
accountable being able to access
our school work at any time. I can
monitor my grades through ‘Plus
Portals’ and doing fun projects
like in Mr. McDermott’s class are
possible because of the mobile
devices. My whole family went to
JCA, so I liked learning about the
history in Heritage Quad.”

JCA freshmen
Alberto Lamas
and Armand
Sandoval work
with Cory
McDermott, a JCA
theology teacher,
researching the
history of
JCA’s founding
religious orders.
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YOUR LIFE

SUMMING UP THE

YEAR OF MERCY
L

ast year, in his letter “Misericordiae Vultus,” Pope Francis
called for a Jubilee Year of Mercy beginning in December
of 2015. He declared, “Mercy is the very foundation of the
Church’s life.” Here is one list of takeaways from the year.

CATHOLIC
LIFE

•T
 he Year of Mercy arrived as a breath of fresh air,
blowing through a Church that at times has been
judgmental and severe.
•T
 his special year was anticipated early in
the pontificate of Pope Francis. His response,
“Who am I to judge?” set a new tone, welcomed
by many individuals and communities within
the church.
•M
 ercy is not simply one theme among 		
many in the Gospel.
• Mercy is at the heart of the Gospel.
• Mercy expresses God’s core identity.
•M
 ercy is the primary ingredient in God’s
relationship with us.
•T
 he theme of a merciful God is a corrective to a
narrow focus on justice. Sin remains a reality, as
do judgment and justice. But mercy is the way
God’s justice is expressed.
•T
 he pope challenged church leaders, 		
and all of us, to be “ministers of mercy.” Jesus
did not condemn the woman accused of adultery.
We are not to “stone” people with the law.
•P
 arishes went to great efforts to make the
sacrament of reconciliation available, and
large numbers of the faithful took advantage
of the opportunity.

Story by Father
John Welch,
O.Carm.,
who is on the
Board of Members
at Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.
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•P
 ope Francis’ exhortation on marriage and family,
“Amoris Laetitia,” demonstrated a sensitivity
to the complexity of modern relationships.
He encouraged an adult church, one in which
members prayerfully followed their conscience.
• In his encyclical on the environment, “Laudato
Si,” Pope Francis wrote about his namesake Saint
Francis who “shows us just how inseparable the
bond is between concern for nature, justice for the
poor, commitment to society and interior peace.”
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Works of Mercy
One of the stated goals of the Year of Mercy was
to awaken consciences too often dulled in the face
of poverty.
We were reminded of Saint John Paul II’s
encyclical on mercy, “Dives in Misericordia,” where
he said those who have experienced the mercy of
God are expected to practice mercy toward others.
In particular, Pope Francis has been challenging
us to listen to the needs of the poor, to assist those
who are on the peripheries of life.
The works of mercy were placed front and
center as an agenda for the jubilee year, and 		
going forward.
We were reminded of the corporal works of
mercy to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the
sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead.
The canonization of Mother Teresa of Calcutta
provided for the Church and the world a challenging
icon of mercy. She served “the poorest of the poor.”
The saint did not always expect to heal or keep
from dying those brought into her homes, but in
their suffering and dying they would be welcomed
and treated with dignity; in their last hours they
would know tender care.
Mother Teresa also witnessed to the spiritual
works of mercy: counseling, instructing,
admonishing, comforting, forgiving, and praying.
It is more than a matter of food and drink. She
reminded us regularly,
people not only hunger for bread but for love;
people are thirsting for kindness, for
compassion, for delicate love;
the greatest disease is to be unwanted, unloved;
people are hungry for God.
This Jubilee Year of Mercy has been a
commentary on the Gospel: “Be merciful just as
your Father is merciful” (Luke: 6:36).

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

Catholic Charities Breaks Ground
on First Affordable Housing Complex
The most recent census reports that 66 percent of senior citizens who are renting in Will County
are “cost-burdened,” which means that they are paying more than 33 percent of their income
on rent. In many instances, seniors are opting to pay rent rather than buying groceries, visiting a
doctor, or filling a prescription. Additionally, in the next five years, the senior population in various
areas throughout the diocese is expected to grow by 21 percent.

That is why Catholic Charities,
Diocese of Joliet, could not be more
pleased to have broken ground on their
first affordable housing complex in
Channahon in late September.
St. Elizabeth Residences is a “senior
living community,” which is located
next to St. Ann Parish in Channahon
and will be home to seniors (62 and
older) who are living on low incomes.
Catholic Charities was fortunate to
have been able to purchase land from
the Diocese of Joliet, which has made
this entire development possible.
Knowing that many seniors living
throughout the diocese were struggling
to find affordable housing was the
catalyst behind Catholic Charities’
effort. Executive director Glenn Van
Cura explained the importance of this
project, saying, “Imagine working all
your life, raising a family and you want
to stay in your community, but you
can’t afford it on a fixed income. St.

Story and
photography by
Maggie Snow

Elizabeth Residences will be the answer
Catholic Charities, the Aging and
for many in that difficult situation.”
Disability Division, in particular, will
The agency is building a senior
provide direct client services that
community which will have four
encourage and support independent
three-story, 12-unit elevator buildings
living while protecting individual
(for a total of 48 units). St. Elizabeth
dignity. Catholic Charities Counseling
Residences will solely serve as an
and Community Services Divisions will
independent living senior
also serve this community
community. There will
as needed. All parishioners
be a mixture of one- and
of St. Ann Parish will be
INTERESTED IN
two-bedroom units. Each
encouraged to volunteer
LIVING AT
apartment will have its own
and to help support the
ST. ELIZABETH
attached one-car garage.
residents through adopt-aRESIDENCES?
There will also be a live-in
family programs, food and
Wait list applications
manager on site.
clothing drives, and through
are available at
St. Elizabeth will feature
other various support
lamoineproperties.com
or by calling
a clubhouse with a
opportunities.
708.428.6417
fitness center, computer
This community will make
center, party room, and
a true positive impact on the
management office. The property will
Diocese of Joliet, and Catholic Charities
feature walking trails, and the buildings
hopes to replicate this project in other
will incorporate engineering and
areas throughout the diocese.
environmental standards intended to
St. Elizabeth Residences will
achieve a “green building” certification.
welcome its first tenants in the spring.
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YOUR FAITH
From left to right:
Kayla S. Jacobs,
Pascasie Cyangugu,
Claudia Molina, and
Lorrie Tracy.

LEARNING ABOUT

Global Solidarity and Forgiveness in Rwanda
A couple of months ago, I was given an opportunity to visit Rwanda, Africa, with
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), and two others from the Diocese of Joliet, Lorrie
Tracy, from St. Jude Parish, New Lenox, and Claudia Molina, from Our Lady of Mercy
Parish, Aurora. CRS is the official humanitarian aid organization for the U.S. Catholic
Church. Our delegation consisted of 10 people from all over the United States who
are involved in ministry for the Church. As I boarded a plane in Washington, D.C.,
with these strangers, I didn’t realize that my life would be changed forever.
Story by
Kayla S. Jacobs,
diocesan justice
and peace
coordinator with
the Office of
Human Dignity

8

The country of Rwanda is
typically known for its tumultuous
history, including a mass
genocide in 1994. To confess,
this was really all I knew about
the country before visiting it.
Although there are signs of this
in the country — with genocide
memorials and a general lingering
of something unspoken – there
is also a much different reality
I would like to paint for you: a
reality of hope, resilience, and a
commitment to peace. Since the
genocide, the country and the
Catholic Church of Rwanda have

committed itself to peace and
reconciliation, and CRS is right
there, accompanying them along
the way. CRS works to ensure that
vulnerable households achieve
full, integral human development
by strengthening their economic
situations through job training,
nutrition programs, and building
peace in conflict zones. It is
important to note that, when
CRS does this work, they do it on
behalf of all U.S. Catholics.
During our time in Rwanda, we
visited the Crops 4 Health project
focusing on nutrition, economic
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strengthening, and sustainable
agricultural production. When
we arrived at the village, we were
greeted by the many smiling
faces of happy children. The
community welcomed us and
sent us off with singing and
dancing. While we were visiting
the community, we took a tour of
their gardens and learned about
their nutrition initiatives, where
they demonstrated how they
check children for malnutrition.
It was encouraging to witness
a community who is working
together to protect the health and
development of their children.
We also visited a project in the
Diocese of Cyangugu, a beautiful
area of Rwanda that looks over
Lake Kivu and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. The
project, COSOPAX (Commerçants
en Solidarité pour la Paix/
Businesswomen in Solidarity
for Peace), is an all- women
peacebuilding initiative with the

goals of 1) helping women crossborder traders become agents for
peace in their communities and
2) helping women strengthen
their trade and improve the
economic situation of their
households. This project includes
women from Rwanda, the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
and Burundi.
During our time with
COSOPAX, we heard countless
stories from the women in the
program about the integral work
they are doing to build peace and
advocate in their communities.
One story really stuck out
to me. Justine, a Congolese
COSOPAX woman, shared with
us a story about her cousin,
who was murdered. The family
never learned who murdered
her cousin but knew that it was
done by Rwandans or Burundian,
because of the conflict between
the three countries. After her
cousin’s death, she vowed
never to speak to a Rwandan or
Burundian ever again and lived
in fear of them, afraid that when
she crossed borders for trade
business they might try to kill
her. When she decided to join
COSOPAX, she was motivated by
the economic and business skills
training, but she was afraid of the
other women in the group who
were Rwandan and Burundian.
Now, after learning peace and
conflict resolution skills through
COSOPAX, these women are
her best friends, and they work
together to foster peace between
their countries, literally saving
lives with their non-violent
conflict intervention skills.
While I was sitting in our
meeting with the COSOPAX
women, I heard the church bell’s
ringing, marking 6 p.m. I decided
to take a minute to mentally
excuse myself from the meeting
to pray the Angelus, a prayer
that calls us to meditate on the
Incarnation. As I was praying,
I took a look around the room

and gazed upon the people who
surrounded me. I learned so much
from these resilient and inspiring
women, and I was struck by the
meaning of the Incarnation. Jesus,
the Word made flesh who dwelt
among us, came to this Earth
and showed us exactly how to
live, by loving God and neighbor.
I saw this beautifully lived out
through these women who, while
receiving love, are inspired by
their faith to give love so freely
and unconditionally and use it for
the service of their communities.
Yes, my life has been changed
by the encounter of my brothers
and sisters in Rwanda. The people
of Rwanda and CRS expanded my
knowledge of peace, forgiveness,
being fed (physically and
spiritually), and what integral
human development and global
solidarity really means; it means
the Incarnation in action.
On one of our last days in
Rwanda, we visited Bishop
Emeritus Alexis Habiyambere
of the Diocese of Nyundo, who
is known for his service to the
poor and great partnership with
CRS. As we gathered around him
at his peaceful home, the priest
from our group, Father Pablo
Migone, the vocation director of
the Diocese of Savannah, asked
Bishop Habiyambere what is one

thing that the Catholic Church in
Rwanda can teach the universal
Church. His response was a good
reminder to all of the faithful, and
I’ll leave you with his wisdom:
“We lived difficult moments
in Rwanda with the genocide.
In 1994, we believed that the
Catholic Church was almost
finished; everyone said this. The
faithful left… I believe that we
have seen that the Holy Spirit,
which guides the Church, gave us
some hope, courage… Our Church
is the Church of Jesus Christ,
guided by the Holy Spirit. During
difficult moments, we must not
grow discouraged. We must
believe. In the United States, you
have so many problems… Truly
this is it: do not be discouraged;
you are accompanied by the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary in your
journey.”
Our Lady of Kibeh, pray for Us!

TO LEARN MORE
about Catholic
Relief Services,
visit crs.org

TO HOST A
SPEAKER
affiliated with
CRS at your
school or parish,
contact the author
of this article,
Kayla S. Jacobs,
at kjacobs@
dioceseofjoliet.org
or 815.221.6251
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YOUR FAITH
CATHOLIC RELIEF
SERVICES

Catholic Relief Services:
Ambassadors for the Poor
and Vulnerable Overseas
Beth Knobbe serves as a relationship manager with
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), where she works
with dioceses and universities to engage Catholics
in living their faith in solidarity with the poor
around the world. She recently accompanied several
people from the Diocese of Joliet to visit Rwanda.
She spoke with Carlos Briceño about her work with CRS, which is the
international humanitarian agency of the bishops of the United States.

Tell me more
about CRS.
BK: CRS has two
primary missions: our
mission to the poor and
vulnerable overseas and
our work here in the
U.S. We work in over
100 countries around
the world, in several
different program areas,
including agriculture,
education, healthcare,
peacebuilding, and
emergency relief. We
also have a mission
to Catholics in the
U.S., to accompany
our Catholic partners
— dioceses, parishes,
universities, high
schools — to empower
Catholics in the United
States to live their faith
in solidarity with our
brothers and sisters
overseas, to be people
with the global Church
in mind.
10

What do you think is the best
thing that CRS does?
BK: The best thing CRS does is that we
put the human person before all else. Our
entire mission at CRS is fundamentally
based in the life and dignity of the human
person. We serve on the basis of need, not
creed, and our hope is to bring about the
fullness and flourishing of all people. This is
something we do really well. We work with
the whole person, the whole family and
the whole community in mind. I can talk
about all of our different program areas and
the countries around the world where we
serve, but the thing we do really well that
transcends programs and emergencies is
we really focus on the human person. How
do we help each individual person flourish,
whether that is the hurricane happening in
Haiti right now and responding to people
whose lives have been devastated by
natural disaster, to the peacebuilding work
we witnessed in Rwanda and helping bring
communities together, who, for many, many
years were at odds with one another?
Above all, we do this because we believe
that God gives each of us inherent dignity
and worth, and we want to do what we can
to build up people's lives.

Christ is our Hope | NOVEMBER 2016 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

Is there anything you want to
add about CRS?
BK: Sometimes the problems of
the world can seem incredibly
overwhelming! There are so many
different issues and areas of the world
where CRS works. I think about the
hurricane in Haiti right now. I think about
the ongoing refugee crisis in Syria and
the impact of migration in many other
parts of the world where CRS is present.
For people in the U.S, sometimes
the problems of the world can seem
incredibly overwhelming, or it's easy to
ignore because they're far away. At CRS,
we always talk about the four things we
can do: You can pray. You can learn. You
can act. And you can give.
One thing I want people to know is
that our efforts toward global solidarity
make a difference. Our prayers make a
difference. The time we spend learning
and being informed about the rest of the
world has an impact on our daily lives,
our actions and our advocacy, using our
voices to influence legislation and public
policy, can all make a huge difference
in supporting those overseas, as well as
our financial giving. I want to encourage
people that there is always something
we can do. It may not seem tangible
or much at first, but I want people to
know that our prayers, our actions, our
learning and our giving can make a
huge impact. Another encouragement
I would give to people is to be in touch
with stories, like the ones you read on
the CRS website. It's the one thing that
makes global solidarity “real” and come
to life for me. What always captures
my attention is a personal story. One of
my favorite professors used to say, "We
don't love people, in general. We love
people very specifically." The call — to all
of us, as Christians, to love God and love
our neighbors — really happens when it
comes out of a personal relationship and
when there is a particular story we can
tie back to this work.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
on Catholic Relief Services, go to crs.org

YOUR FAITH
ASK THE PRIEST

The Difference between the

TWO WAYS
N

ovember is the month where the two paths
are placed before us: “One of life and one

of death; and great is the difference between the
two ways” (Didache, ch. 1). Life is the brilliance
and beauty of holiness; death is the dread and
pain of godlessness.

The entrance antiphon of All Saint’s Day on Nov. 1
begins with the words, “Let us all rejoice in the Lord,
celebrating this feast day for the honor of all the
saints.” Holiness always leads to joy, because “the
love of God has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5). The saints rejoice
in heaven because they are finally in the presence of
the One that they have loved above all things. After
desiring so much, loving so much, suffering so much,
“the souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no
torment shall touch them” (Wisdom 3:1). In their joy, the
saints pray for us and bid us to join them, “so that
our joy may be complete” (1 John 1:4).
The Solemnity of All Saints immediately gives way
to the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
(All Souls’ Day). We pray for all those members of
the Church who have died in friendship with Jesus,
but who are not yet perfected in the joy of love.
These are the souls in purgatory. Just as the saints
pray for us, we must pray for those who are not-yet
saints. Just as Judas Maccabeus made sacrifices for
the souls of the dead, we do the same, “[making]
atonement for the dead that they might be freed
from sin” (2 Maccabees 12:46).
These two days help us to gaze beyond the veil
of tears which separates us from the vision of the
angelic Jerusalem. In praying to His Father and
ours, Jesus spoke of us, “they do not belong to the
world any more than I belong to the world” (John 17:16).
Rather, “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians
3:20). The Lord Jesus assuredly will come from
heaven to snatch us away “like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the
elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and

everything done on it will be found out” (2 Peter 3:10).
We expect God to save us through Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and that His coming will be similar to His
works in Egypt. For the Hebrews, God’s wonders
were a salvation and comfort, a confirmation that
“His mercy endures forever” (Psalms 136:1). For the
enemies of God, “He struck all the firstborn of
Egypt” (Psalms 78:51) and drowned Pharaoh’s army
so that “not a single one of them escaped” (Exodus
14:28). When we see this, we will sing with the angels,
having been set apart and safe from all that can
harm us: “Alleluia! The Lord has established His
reign, our God, the almighty! Let us rejoice and be
glad and give Him glory! For the wedding day of the
Lamb has come, His bride has made herself ready!”
(Revelation 19:6-7).
Since the Church is the new Israel of God
(Galatians 6:16), we should look forward to Jesus’
coming with the joyful expectation of the saints. We
should rejoice in holiness as though we are already
among the saints. We should pray for the souls in
purgatory so that they speedily arrive before the
throne of mercy. But we should also mind ourselves,
“conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion”
(2 Peter 3:11), for “not everyone who says to me, 'Lord,
Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only
the one who does the will of my Father in
heaven” (Matthew 7:21).
Use this month as an
opportunity to “think of what
is above, not of what is
on earth” (Colossians 3:2),
and to set our eyes
upon the things will
come to pass for
each of us: death,
judgment, then
heaven or hell.
These are the
only final options,
“and great is
the difference
between the two
ways.”

Story by
Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar
at St. Matthew
Parish, Glendale
Heights
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Turning Homelessness into

A Story of Mercy
inter for the homeless throughout most of our country is brutal. In the
winter, an extremely difficult situation can become life threatening, and
that was the impetus that caused our friend, Greg Everhart, to invite a
homeless man to live in his garage during the winter months of 2014-2015.
Greg lives in a typical suburban neighborhood in
Roselle. He lives with his wife and daughter. Everyone
in the house is employed, except for the homeless man,
Danny, who lived in Greg’s attached garage for 10 months
so that he wouldn’t have to live out in his van out on the
streets during the winter.
Upon Danny’s arrival, a few simple rules were put in
place. Danny could park his van in the garage throughout
the winter, but the invitation was to expire April 1, 2015.
Danny was not allowed to enter the house unless Greg was
home. Danny would perform chores, such as snow removal,
taking the garbage cans to the curb, and other small
outdoor projects. In exchange, Danny would have shelter
and electricity, but would be responsible for his own food.
It worked! Danny was a great and grateful guest.
The friendship he was forming was priceless and much
needed. Danny loved his living situation and followed
the rules. A space heater kept the van warm throughout
the winter. He was content and no longer felt homeless.
Loneliness, fear and anxiety began to fade by the
merciful acts of this special family.
But contentment was not the answer that Greg
envisioned for Danny. During many nights of sitting at
the family’s kitchen table and talking, Greg and his wife,
Christine, taught Danny things he would need to move
on from being homeless. They taught him the power
of positive thinking. They showed Danny the beauty of
receiving grace and passing it on.
12
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Danny even taught Greg and Christine.
“Danny put a face on homelessness for me,” Christine
said. “He's taught me that the answer to homelessness
is more than the basic needs of food, shelter and a job.
It is actively listening to a person's story, answering their
questions, mentoring them when you can, introducing
them to others so community can be formed and inviting
them to pray with you and experience God's blessings.”
When Danny asked, “Why me”? Greg said “Why not
you? God loves you and is showing favor on you. You
should feel blessed.” Furthermore, Greg believes God
loves us all regardless of what we have done or where we
have been in the past. We just need to trust Him and ask
for His help. We need to be open to receiving His grace,
and it is our job to pass it on to others.
Part of that grace was an open invitation for Danny to
attend Mass with them. After several invitations, Danny
finally accepted. Greg had no pretense about bringing
Danny to church. He said it never crossed his mind what
others may think of the homeless man attending Mass.
Greg admits that Danny’s homeless appearance stood out.
However, the congregation made Danny feel welcome.
When asked how he felt to know that parishioners were
putting the Gospel into action, Father Mario Quejadas,
the pastor at Greg’s parish, St. Walter’s in Roselle, said,
“My heart is just amazed. When people are in love with
the Lord Jesus and it develops into the love of other
people, I'm, like, 'Wow, that is the whole Gospel story.'

Story by Karen Smith and Joan Sukowicz,
parishioners at St. Walter’s Parish in Roselle

YOUR STORIES
COVER STORY

Photography by Carlos Briceño

Greg is one of our staunch parishioners here, who is so in love
with the Lord Jesus, and this is a predictable response to the
needs out there when you are in love with the Lord Jesus.”
It is such a beautiful reflection on our churches when
we welcome all, regardless of how they may look or their
personal circumstances. Danny has even mentioned
converting to Catholicism.
Greg always believed Danny was destined to live a better
life, so he and his family agreed that finding a job was the
key to Danny’s future. After all, don’t we all need to feel like
we contribute to this world? The money would help with
the bills, but Greg sensed a need for belonging was most
important for Danny. Then one day, a deacon called and said
he knew someone who would hire Danny. It was an industrial
job in town. But it was short lived, and after one month, the
company laid Danny off.
Looking back now, Greg realized Danny was hired out of
kindness and without business need. But it gave him the break
he needed. It got Danny back in the work force. Soon after
that, a friend of Greg’s daughter found Danny employment
through her temp agency. Danny’s work record became
steady. He was assigned to one employer for almost a year.
That stability helped him to gain confidence, and Danny grew
stronger — a gift no one could ever buy him with money.
The gift of learning to help yourself and others is inspired
by those around us. We must each reach out every day to
lend a hand and encourage, not only our families, but our
neighbors, too. Have mercy on each other and give every
opportunity a chance. Do not judge and criticize, but choose
to love and inspire. Greg knew this, with a big inspiration
coming from participating in a Cursillo, a Catholic movement,
which he attended during a weekend in the mid 1990s and
which also changed his life in terms of wanting to live his life
to serve God by giving mercy and serving others. Cursillo
encourages participants to take what they’ve learned and
apply it to their lives, which Greg did in Danny’s case. And in
the process, Greg helped to change a man’s life.
Danny opened a bank account and began to save money.
After only six months, Danny had a couple thousand dollars
saved. His future was looking hopeful. Winter was coming to
an end, and the next step in the process became apparent: a
more permanent home for Danny. After several setbacks and
one owner’s refusal to lease to a homeless man, Danny found

a home. Greg’s many connections led them to a man looking
for a roommate. Danny moved in Sept. 1, 2015, five months
later than the April deadline.
With the help of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and many
other donations, Danny received everything he needed to
furnish his bedroom and bathroom. The transition was difficult.
Greg would still need to remind him to shave and even to
eat. Danny was no longer homeless, but it would take time to
change his habits and adjust to having support and a home.
Today, Danny’s work assignments are more sporadic, but with
good budgeting and his Link card — which allows people to
receive cash assistance or food stamps — he is able to pay his
rent. Danny gives back by volunteering at a few local charities.
Greg said Danny, like the rest of us, is a work in progress.
When Greg met Danny he had 72 cents, was living in his van
in a parking lot, and spent his day at the library. Only through
the grace of God could Greg have seen the good in this fine
man. He treated Danny as though he were Jesus. He did not
make his life easy by giving him material things, but he taught
him ways to believe in himself and that the world would not
be the same without him.
Greg was asked if he would do it again. He said he didn’t
know; it would depend on the person. This was a very special
circumstance, with the right person and a very unique
situation. But in the end, Greg has no regrets, and he claims
Danny as a life-long friend. Greg says Danny put a face on
homelessness and helped him to realize how prevalent the
situation is. Greg believes that opportunities come into
everyone’s life, and sometimes we are too busy to notice them.
Greg said he would not advocate that everyone do the
same thing he did, but recommends that people keep their
eyes open for opportunities to help others. Big or small
gestures can make a difference. Just listen to your heart. It
may be your neighbor or a colleague who needs you today.
They may not be homeless or look worn down. We have so
many opportunities to help one another with a simple kind
word or even a smile. Don’t pass up another opportunity to
treat others with respect. We all have the power to make a
difference in this world by reaching out a helping hand and
comforting another.
The Year of Mercy called by Pope Francis does not have
to end this month. It can go on as long as you are open to
extending mercy to others.

"Have mercy on each other . . do not judge
and criticize, but choose to love and inspire."
13
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The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development gets to the

root causes
of poverty
On the weekend before Thanksgiving each year, there
is an annual collection for the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD). This collection is
one of eight annual collections that are requested
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB). The CCHD collection is used to promote
“People Helping Themselves Out of Poverty.” The
goal of these funds is to engage people in organizing
to oppose systemic injustice in their communities,
places of work, local governments, police and fire
departments, and civic organizations.
The CCHD collection is a way for the bishops to
address the root causes of poverty in this country as
the Catholic Relief Services’ collection does for the rest
of the world. The Diocese of Joliet has an outstanding
reputation for giving to the USCCB collections, often
being ranked with major cities in the United States.
The local grants range from $1,000 to $10,000 and
are limited by policy to only three years in succession
provided the criteria and benefits of the programs are
met. The collection has supported many causes over
the years, including education projects for poor and
vulnerable children; organizing adult communities to
support civil rights and justice in their communities;
restorative justice for both prisoners and released
prisoners; and those working for immigration reform
according to the USCCB proposals.
The magazine offers three mini profiles of some of
the grantees who received from the diocesan CCHD
program.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

go to dioceseofjoliet.org/peace
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Story by
Stephen F.
Jackson and
Carlos Briceño

Mariachi Matters
ssipchicago.org/
programs/musicprogram

Mariachi Matters, founded in
2011, is a free afterschool music
education program for youths
that teaches basic music
fundamentals and Mariachi
ensemble performance. It
is one of the programs of
the Southwest Suburban
Immigrant Project (SSIP),
a non-profit organization
based in Bolingbrook that
is committed to community
organizing for immigrant
rights in Chicago’s southwest

We Grow Dreams Greenhouse
and Garden Center

suburbs through education,
civic engagement, and
advocacy.
Around 50 young people,
from the ages of seven through
15, participate in the Mariachi
Matters program, learning
different instruments, including
the trumpet and guitar, and
even learning how to sing.
No musical experience is
necessary, said Jose Eduardo
Vera, SSIP’s executive director
and co-founder.

A mariachi veteran, Juan
Cervantes, directs the program.
“His hope was to be able
to give an activity that
students would be able to do
afterschool that was affordable
to their families, and he also
wanted to teach the kids about
Mexican heritage and celebrate
our culture.”
All youths from the
Bolingbrook/Romeoville
area from all nationalities are
welcome to join, he added.

Shining Light NFP
shininglightnfp.org

wegrowdreams.org
We Grow Dreams Greenhouse and Garden Center in
West Chicago provides job training and employment
opportunities for people with mental and physical
disabilities. This non-profit landscaping and greenhouse
business provides a caring and supportive environment
in which people with disabilities, referred to as “team
members,” can develop work skills and interact with the
local population and larger community.
According to Gregg Bettcher, We Grow Dreams’
executive director, the team members learn skills, such
as how to be on time; how to be presentable; how to be
courteous to customers and how to help customers with
plant selections.
The business sells a wide variety, including vegetables
(such as eggplant, lettuce, cucumbers and kale); perennials
(such as echinacea green jewel); annuals (such as impatiens
with dazzler red) and herbs. It also does around 60 percent
of its sales with wholesalers and the rest with retailers.
Retail is the side that Bettcher hopes the business
establishes “a lot more tentacles” in the neighboring
communities to get customers to think about We Grow
Dreams.
“I love one of the quotes that one of the parents told me
years ago,” Bettcher said. “It's about what we do. He was
a parent of one of our teen members. He was like, ‘If you
understand what we really do, as a business, why would
you buy plants anywhere else?’ Let's face it, plants are not
groceries. We Grow Dreams takes great pride in growing
healthy, beautiful plants. Plants are something that people
like for warm and fuzzy. You like them in your house. You
like them outside. You like to look at colors. It just makes
sense with all the good that we're doing for other people
and for our communities that you could just buy plants
here and support a group of very special people.”

Shining Light, located at St. Mary’s Parish in West
Chicago, exists to develop self-reliant contributing
members of society by providing educational and
outreach services to individuals and families in the West
Chicago surrounding area. The Catholic-based nonprofit organization tries to break the cycle of poverty by
taking a long-term holistic approach with professional
counseling and personal mentoring. It also offers
Christian-centered workshops, classes, and support
groups with a focus on developing a positive self-esteem,
financial literacy, legal Q&A, nutrition, and job-training.
April Albrecht, a Shining Light volunteer, offered a
testimony of how the organization helped out one family:
“Her name is Patricia. As she spoke, I could feel the
pain in her heart due to a tormented relationship with
her 17-year-old son, Irving, who is autistic, aggressive and
presents undiagnosed bi-polar characteristics. She came
to the center seeking help for herself and her son. Their
relationship had been difficult, but after her husband left
them when Irving was nine years old, it was impossible
for her to handle him. Irving has a hard time managing
his rage. At the same time, Patricia was in need of some
financial advice. The team at Shining Light worked
diligently to address her financial issues, as well as to
find a safe place for Irving to live. The fact that Irving
can no longer live with her really strains Patricia. She is
heartbroken each time she visits him in the community
living facility and has to leave. She loves her son dearly,
but for now it is better for them both to live apart.
“I asked her if she has any hope. ‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘I
hope one day God will heal Irving and then we can live
happily together again.’ I told her never to give up — that
God can deliver miracles. Shining Light has given her
answers, support and hope. God is at work.”
15

YOUR STORIES
CHARITY

THE GIFT
OF CHRISTMAS

BRINGING HOPE
TO THOSE IN NEED
Adriana is a single mom of two children who
is also expecting quadruplets in February. She is
unemployed, but was attending college full-time
until her high-risk pregnancy made that impossible.
Adriana is under a great deal of stress, but is finding
Catholic Charities’ Expectant Mothers Initiative very
helpful. Her three-year-old daughter is a student in
Catholic Charities’ Head Start program, and Adriana
is very involved in her education. Your gift of $350
will help Adriana purchase gear for her four new
babies. She currently needs four car seats, four
cribs, a special stroller to accommodate four babies,
clothing, and diapers.
Stanley, 50, lives in a camper behind his friend’s
home. He has severe mental health concerns and no
income. Earlier this year, Stanley attempted to take
his own life. This kind and polite man is currently
grieving the deaths of his girlfriend and his father.
Your gift of $150 would help Stanley purchase food,
warm clothing, and hygiene products.
16
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Caroline, 67, has been raising her two teenage
grandsons since their mother was killed in a car
accident when the children were toddlers. This
loving woman struggles to keep up with the growing
boys’ financial needs while living on a single income
and dealing with health concerns. The three live in a
crowded apartment together and dream of having
more space. Your gift of $200 would help Caroline
provide Christmas gifts for the boys and also to pay
for some of their sports fees.
Martin and Joy are a married couple with five
children currently in Catholic Charities’ Transitional
Housing Program for homeless families. This couple is
hardworking, responsible and are loving parents who
have continued to make great progress despite serious
challenges in their life. Before coming to Catholic
Charities, they were unemployed and homeless. Today,
they both have jobs and are diligently budgeting their
money. A gift of $350 will provide work clothes for the
couple and clothing for their children.

Denise is a single mom raising two toddlers.
Although she has trouble making ends meet
financially, she recently started a full-time job and
enrolled her children in Catholic Charities’ Head Start
Program. She’s excited about the opportunities that
her new job will bring and is working toward her
goals of going back to school and affording a bigger
home for her family. Your gift of $200 will provide
coats for Denise’s children and household items,
including towels, sheets, and plates.
Paul and Dorothy are a married couple in their
80s who are responsible for an adult daughter
whose mental health issues sometimes cause her
to become violent. The couple lock their bedroom
door each night in order to feel safe enough to
sleep. Paul has also been diagnosed with dementia,
which is stressful for the couple. Your gift of $150
will help this family begin to replace household items
they lost during severe weather last summer. They
would also love to use a bit of money to go out to
a restaurant — something they haven’t been able to
afford in a very long time.
Marie has a chronic disease which has left her
disabled. However, this single woman has always
prided herself on being completely self-sufficient
despite physical limitations. Unfortunately, she
recently lost her job after many years of employment
and is having a difficult time meeting her needs
financially and physically as she looks for a new job.
Marie meets with a therapist from Catholic Charities
weekly to talk through her challenges. Your gift of
$150 would help Marie purchase healthy food and
new eyeglasses, which are needed because her
vision has recently worsened due to her disease.
Joe is a 48-year-old veteran who lives in a Catholic
Charities’ permanent support housing program. He
was chronically homeless before coming to Catholic
Charities. He battled addiction and was diagnosed
with several mental health concerns. Through very
hard work, Joe has overcome many obstacles and is
doing well. Maintaining his health and sobriety are his
top priorities. Joe is clean and sober and has a positive
outlook for his future. A gift of $150 will purchase food
and personal care items for Joe this Christmas.
Linda was 12 when she came to the United States
to be raised by her older brother. Linda’s mom
believed that her daughter would have a better life
in the U.S. When Linda was three, she was severely
burned in an accident that left her face disfigured

and resulted in an extreme amount of emotional
stress. Today, Linda is a single mom raising five
children. She works six days a week and 10-12
hour days in order to provide the basic necessities
for her children. Your gift of $350 will provide
winter clothing and books for Linda’s children this
Christmas.

Story by
Maggie Snow
Photography by
Carlos Briceño

Mona’s family has had a rough year. Her husband is
a veteran who is dependent on drugs and alcohol. He
has been diagnosed with depression and PTSD. As a
result, he has been unable to maintain consistent and
reliable employment. Mona is very concerned about
the impact this is having on her children, so they
attend counseling together as a family. Mona has a
job, but isn’t earning enough to support her family,
so they recently moved in with relatives. Your gift of
$300 will help the children in this family participate
in sports and buy clothes and diapers.
LaTonya is a single mom raising two toddlers.
After periods of unemployment and homelessness,
she recently found a full-time job and is also
attending school. The family is currently living in
a public housing complex, but LaTonya is saving
money and hopes to move into a safer, more
comfortable neighborhood soon. Your gift of $200
will help LaTonya purchase basic household items
and clothing for her children.

TO OUR READERS
Please note there
are many more client
stories posted at
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
We are grateful
for all who contribute.
Once every client in
our Gift of Christmas
program has been
adopted, any
remaining donations
will move to the
Catholic Charities'
Annual Christmas
Appeal so that
Catholic Charities
can care for our
clients year round.

17

YOUR STORIES
CHARITY

Marcus is a veteran who spent seven
years on active duty. Over the last few
years, he and his partner, Diamond, have
been blessed with three children. After
Marcus and Diamond lost their jobs earlier
this year, they were evicted from their
apartment and stayed at Daybreak Center
homeless shelter. With the help of Catholic
Charities’ Supportive Services for Veteran
Families program, the family moved into a
home in August. This family is still working
to get back on their feet, but they are
very grateful to be spending Christmas
at home. Your gift of $300 will help them
purchase winter clothing and toys for their
young children this Christmas.
Izabella and her husband were
financially stable as they raised their three
young children until a car accident left
Izabella severely injured, in tremendous
pain, and unable to work for a while.
Unfortunately, her husband doesn’t earn
enough money to cover all of the family
bills. So, Izabella was forced to return
to work, despite that fact that she is in
constant severe pain. Your gift of $300
will help provide warm clothing for this
young family this winter.
Hope had to make the most painful
decision of her life when she became
homeless earlier this year. She entrusted
her mother to temporarily care for her
10-year-old disabled son and six-year-old
daughter while she stayed at Daybreak
Center. Every day in the shelter was
a struggle as she tried to care for her
children from a distance and maintain
employment without transportation.
Hope’s sacrifices were worthwhile. She
is no longer homeless and has been
reunited with her children. Hope takes
pride her in self-sufficiency and loves her
new home. Your gift of $200 will provide
household items for Hope’s family in their
new home.

for her children. She plans to graduate college with
a degree in the medical field and looks forward to
a bright future. Your gift of $200 will help Whitney
provide coats for her sons and herself this winter.

TO READ MORE
about families in need
and how you can
help, visit Catholic
Charities' website at
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
and visit the Gift of
Christmas page.

GIVE TO THOSE
IN NEED
Monetary gifts can be
made in several ways:
• Call 815.724.1140
•M
 ake your gift online
using your credit card at
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
• Send a check payable
to Catholic Charities.
M
 ail it to:
C
 atholic Charities Gift
of Christmas
2
 03 N. Ottawa Street
Joliet, IL 60432.

Whitney works full-time, attends
college, and is a single mother to two
young boys at only 21 years-old. As a
young parent, Whitney didn’t become
discouraged. She earned her high school
diploma and works diligently to provide
18
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Yolanda resigned from her job after her fiveyear-old daughter was the victim of a violent crime
earlier this year. The young girl is having emotional
challenges as a result of the incident, and Yolanda
decided it was best to care for her full time. Her
daughter is currently in counseling, and Yolanda
is completely dedicated to helping her heal from
this terrible experience. Your gift of $250 will help
Yolanda provide clothing, food, and diapers for
herself and her three children.
Kim is a single mother of three children who
entered Catholic Charities’ Transitional Housing
Program after living in a homeless shelter. The
family became homeless after Kim was laid off from
her job and was unable to continue paying rent. Kim
is doing extremely well; she has a job, an apartment,
and is excited for her future. Your gift of $250 will
help Kim purchase underwear, socks, diapers, and
winter clothes for her children.
Val and her two children entered Catholic
Charities’ Transitional Housing Program after she
lost her job and the family became homeless. Those
who know her describe Val as a very positive and
friendly person. She has persevered despite many
setbacks in her life, including a traumatic childhood.
She is working hard to make a better life for her
children. Your gift of $200 will help Val and her
family afford winter clothes and a used love seat
sofa for their small apartment.

YOUR STORIES
VOCATIONS

Conference to Offer
Youths a Chance to
Consider the Priesthood
or Religious Life
ave you ever thought about
becoming a sister?” Posed to me by
my parish priest, this question was
the last thing I wanted to hear as a sophomore
in high school. At the same time, it was a
question that thrilled my heart as it spoke to
the “holy unrest” I had experienced since
childhood.
In third grade, I had a sense that God was
asking me to serve Him in some very specific
way. When asked by my teacher what I wanted
to be when I grew up, I shyly responded, “An
archeologist or a sister.” That early sense of
vocation came to a climax as I gave my “yes” to
the Lord after my sophomore year in college,
entering the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia.
Supportive priests, friends, and my loving family
enabled me to recognize God’s love for me and
respond to His call with an undivided heart.
In just a few weeks, young people and families
from across the diocese will have an opportunity
to experience God’s unique love for them
and explore vocations to the priesthood and
religious life. In its third year, the Called By Name
Conference in the Diocese of Joliet gives young
people the opportunity to pray together, meet
seminarians, priests and religious, and deepen
their faith through catechesis. The conference
has expanded rapidly, evidence of the Holy
Spirit’s work through this event in the diocese.
This year, over 3,000 young people and families
are expected to be in attendance over four days.
All high school, religious education students, and
families are invited to attend.

A summary of the events,
held at St. Isaac Jogues
Church in Hinsdale, include:
•H
 igh School Night
(Tuesday, Nov. 15, at 6:30
p.m.): All high school
students and youth groups
are invited to attend.
•7
 th- and 8th-grade
Religious Education Night
(Wednesday, Nov. 16, at 6:30
p.m.): All 7th- and 8th-grade
religious education students
are invited to attend.
•C
 atholic Family Night
(Thursday, Nov. 17, at 6:30
p.m.): New to the program
this year, this event is a Holy
Hour for families to pray
together and then visit with
seminarians, priests, and
religious. An opportunity for
a special blessing for each
individual family will be part
of the Holy Hour.
• Catholic Schools Event
(All day Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday):
7th- and 8th-grade students
from elementary schools
in the diocese will attend
during the day.
REGISTER ONLINE
for events at:
dioceseofjoliet.org/cso
Click on "Event Registrations"

When visiting the Motherhouse
of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia in Nashville before I
entered the community, I first
discovered the famous phrase
from Dante, “In His will is our
peace.” Throughout my religious
life, I have had a special love for
promoting vocations and helping
young people think more deeply
about God’s call in their lives. In
the once “scary” thought of a
vocation, I have found the way
to my greatest happiness and
holiness, a path that leads to
Jesus. Our attentiveness to the
Lord’s work in our lives and our
courageous acceptance of His will
is the witness our world needs
to find the peace for which all
people are searching. Let us pray
for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, and for holy
marriages in the Diocese of Joliet.
Please keep this conference in
your prayers:
Father, your love for us is
without limit. We thank you
for the many ways you are at
work in our diocese. We ask you
to renew our bishops, priests,
religious, and seminarians and
grant them the grace of faithful
perseverance. Inspire young
people to be attentive to your
call and generous in responding
to all that you ask. Make them
courageous witnesses to truth
and charity.
Holy Spirit, be with all who take
part in the Called By Name
Conference. May this time be
marked by an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, a time of renewal
and grace in this diocese. We
ask this through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Mary, Mother of Vocations, and
St. Francis Xavier, pray for us.
Story by Sister Cecilia Joseph, OP,
a member of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia and principal of St. Jude
Catholic School in Joliet
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'Getting everyone
on the same page'
The First Year as Director
of a Catholic School
Development Office
aving recently retired from a career in
marketing/PR — and having had some
school development experience years ago — 		
I inquired when St. Isidore School Principal Cyndi Collins
posted a note in the parish bulletin looking for a parttime development person to start up a development/
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Phase 1 of Plan
I felt it was also important to approach our plan of attack in
phases, which I developed along these lines:
· Identify

target audiences and build 			
a segmented database.

advancement office for the school.

·  Connect/re-connect with those audiences,
particularly alumni.

Collins and our parish executive administrator,
Tom Norton, interviewed me and called me a
few days later to say they’d like to have me
give it a go. I was excited. Thought it would
be fun, rewarding and important for the
By Mike Yerly,
school’s future.
the director of
Development/advancement as a function
development
for St. Isidore
can be daunting. So many aspects. So
School in
far-reaching. But there has to be priorities
Bloomingdale
appropriate to your own school’s needs
and situation. I knew it was important that everyone was on
the same page — school board, pastor, principal — and that
there was buy-in from same. It was also important to lay out
realistic goals for the first couple of years of the development
office. Mine would include database development, school
marketing, PR/publicity, social media presence, alumni/alumni
parent relations, special events (fund raising and PR-related)
and annual fund campaigns
A very helpful first step was to attend our Joliet Diocese’
Catholic Education Foundation’s monthly development
meetings conducted by its executive director, Joe
Langenderfer, where I was able to hear what other schools
were involved in and meet those with either full- or part-time
development/advancement functions. I also found it quite
helpful to attend a few seminars/workshops and to talk with a
number of development people in other elementary and high
schools, which I did in the early days.

· Communicate/cultivate
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· Ultimately, develop and launch an annual fund
campaign as a way to generate a sustainable, reliable
and annual source of revenue that would help bridge
the gap between the actual cost of educating a
student and what tuition covers. And that would
help with those necessities or extras that the annual
operating budget couldn’t accommodate.
Initially, I also wanted to take care of some "low hanging
fruit," so to speak — to get some "easy" tasks out of the way
and underway. The school hadn't received much local press
coverage and had some marketing materials that needed
updating. These were handled first. I touched base with local
reporters, introduced myself and started providing them
newsworthy press releases — not ads disguised as releases.
This resulted in some decent local press coverage, which is
good PR for the school and student recruitment.
After updating some marketing brochures and materials,
I then turned my attention to the website to establish a
social media presence for St. Isidore. My intention was to
take the website from what had been primarily an electronic
“backpack” and add content that would turn it into more of a
marketing tool with information for more audiences, primarily
alumni. You can take a look at stisidoreparishschool.org. I
then added an Alumni & Friends’ Facebook page, which has
primarily been viewed by parents, but also more and more

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS
FACEBOOK PAGE

FIRST ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER

[ 251 likes ]

>$5,000

alumni as we continue to identify and connect with them.
We are now also looking at Twitter and/or Instagram next,
as we continually try to evaluate which of our diverse
audiences prefer which social media platforms.

Phase 2 of Plan
As all this was moving along, I worked to start getting
my arms around our alumni. This was perhaps going to be
my primary mission and challenge. Not only did we want
to identify more of them, we needed to re-connect with
them in many ways. We ultimately, of course, wanted to
launch an annual alumni fund, but we certainly could not
let the first contact we’ve had since the majority of them
walked out the door on graduation day to be a solicitation
for money.
St. Isidore had not kept in touch with its alumni base
to any great extent, save for an all-school reunion about
a dozen years earlier and a few intermittent events. I also
inherited an outdated disc of names and addresses. And of
course there were missing graduates. We had to find them
before we could start reaching out to them. I started to
dig, dig, dig with help of teachers, former teachers, bulletin
inserts, volunteers, committees, “class reps,” Facebook,
parents, phone calls, and paid address search services.
There simply wasn’t, and isn’t, an easy way to do it.

Phase 3 of Plan
Development pros also say that it takes anywhere from
eight to 18 “touches” before you get an alumnus’ attention
relative to response. So I started to “touch” them as
much as possible with relevant communications, primarily
through the publication of a brand new alumni-and-friends’
magazine I named Cyclone Connections. The name seemed
to work because, indeed, we need to connect back with
graduated Cyclones, their familiar school mascot.
This continues today. Our database has grown from 720
“old” addresses/names to a little more than 1,280 “current”
names, which we “touch” primarily through the magazine,
postcard mailings, and electronic communications to those
for whom we have e-mail addresses, social media, events
and “happenstance.”

ALUMNI DATABASE

>1,280 homes

Phase 4 of Plan
We decided, in November of 2014, to kick-off our first annual
fund, primarily to alumni at this point. We actually held off
launching longer than anticipated due to a capital campaign
the parish had started. An annual fund can have several other
potential target audiences, of course, but we did not initially
want to include parents because parents are “hit” so often and
hard, or local businesses which are targeted for sponsorships
of our major fund-raising events. Later on, there could be
other donor targets, but so as not to bite off more than I could
chew, alumni were our primary target for the annual fund.
I was also very cognizant of the fact that you can’t just stick
a “give me money” letter in the mail and expect the cash to
start rolling in. Remember, we had not communicated with
alums to any great or formal extent since the day they walked
out the door after 8th grade, and we had not “touched” them
as frequently as “the book” says yet at this point.
So it was important we put together a packet of information
that, for those who did open and read, was meaningful. Our
first ever annual fund package consisted of a personal letter
from our principal describing our need for ongoing annual
support from our beloved alums; a letter from me describing
“mechanics” of the campaign; and a Q&A on what an annual
fund is so they could begin to understand how crucial a
repeatable, sustainable source of revenue from alumni will be
going forward.
First-year results were disappointing to me. While I fully
understood that I could not expect “millions” right off the bat,
I did expect the support to be more than it was. The annual
fund generated just a little more than $5,000 in gifts its first
year. But, if nothing else, we hopefully sowed the seeds for the
future. At least we were off and running.
Our second annual fund was launched just this past spring,
spurred by a generous matching challenge by one of our
loyal parent supporters, and as of this writing we had already
generated a little more than $5,000. So I knew we were
making progress.
Our St. Isidore School Development and Advancement
Office is on its way, having hopefully sowed the seeds for
the future and having laid the foundation for what someday
might be able to support a full-time development person and
support staff that can take the ball and run with it.

"But, if nothing else, we hopefully sowed the seeds for the future."
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Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.

M. Guadalupe De La O, OSF (F)
Zita Gilles, SSND
Mary Josephine Kallus, OSB
Mary Virginia Kallus, OSB
Geraldine McGovern, OSF

60 YEARS

Sr. Marietta Brummel, IBVM
Sr. Judith A. Davies, OSF (F)
Sr. Mary Funge, SH
Sr. M. Francine Hribar, SSFCR
Sr. Mariette Kalbac, OSF (W)
Sr. Mary Charmaine Kribs, OP
Sr. Theresa Langfield, OSF (W)
Sr. Nena Larocco, OSF
Sr. Joanne Marusa, OSF (J)
Br. Raphael Mascari, FSC
Sr. Mary Jean Morris, OSF (J)
Sr. Jane Petzel, OSF (W)
Sr. Joan Shields, SND
Sr. Carolyn Sieg, OSB

Br. Armand Alcazar, FSC
Br. Kenneth Arnold, FSC
Sr. Dominic Dybel, OSF (F)
Sr. M. Debrah Funfsinn, OSF (F)
Sr. Karen Marie Lanigan, OSF (J)
Sr. Margaret Noser, OSF (J)
Rev. John Palmer, CSV
Sr. Patricia Skowronski, OSF (J)
Sr Rosemarie Stewart, OSF (W)
Sr. Sharon Marie Stola, OSB
Rev. Edward Ward, O Carm
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contact
Sarah Heaton at
sarah.heaton@
endowgroups.org

RUBY JUBILARIANS
40 YEARS

Sr. Julie Ann Krahl, CSA
Sr. Judith Perez, HJ

SILVER JUBILARIANS
25 YEARS

Sr. Mary Terese Giblin, SSFCR
Sr. Denise Glazik, OP

DONATE TO
CHRIST IS OUR HOPE
MAGAZINE
www.givecentral.org/
dojcioh/mobileaoc.php
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION

This day
... offers
a friendly
atmosphere
to learn what
annulment
means and
what is
entailed in the
process.

THINGS TO DO

Registrations for March for Life Due by Nov. 11
The Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., will occur on
Jan. 25-29, 2017. Some highlights include the following: Mass at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception;
a youth rally and Mass; a wreath-laying at Arlington National
Cemetery; visiting monuments and more. The cost is $341 for
high school freshmen through college seniors, including all
transportation, lodging and most meals. The cost for adults
is $430, double occupancy. All registration forms and a $100
deposit are due Nov. 11. For full details and to register visit
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/life/sectioncontent.php?secid=7. If
there are any questions, please contact Respect Life Ministry at
815.221.6251.

St. Isaac Jogues Parish to Offer One-Day Endow Retreat for
Women on Nov. 19
When was the last time you stopped to reflect on who you
are and the gifts you bring to the world? Join other women for a
one-day retreat on Nov. 19 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at St. Isaac
Jogues Parish, Hinsdale, to learn about what Pope Saint John Paul
II calls women’s “feminine genius” and the unique role each woman
has in bringing the culture back to focus on humanity. The cost:
$40. The cost covers a study guide, a light breakfast and lunch.
Register online at store.endowonline.org/sarah-heaton-p3343.aspx.
The retreat will follow Endow's study guide on Pope Saint John
Paul II's “Letter to Women,” which he wrote in 1995 in anticipation
of the Fourth United Nations Conference on Women. You will also
learn how you can start your own Endow group and invite other
women to encounter the beauty of their dignity and gifts they are
to the world. For more information, contact Sarah Heaton at
sarah.heaton@endowgroups.org or 720.382.7123.

Our Online Degree
and Certificate
Programs in Catholic
Theology offer:

Event Planned on Dec. 10 to Help Those Who Are Single
Through Loss Cope with the Holidays
After the loss of a spouse through death or divorce, even those
well on their way to an adjusted lifestyle can find the holiday
season challenging. To help people cope, Sister Ann Freiberg, OSF,
a Joliet Franciscan, will conduct inspiring presentations on Dec.
10. The program begins at 1 p.m., with check-in starting at 12:30
p.m. The event concludes with a vigil Mass at 4 p.m. celebrated by
Father Joel Fortier.

• Pastoral and Theological
preparation
• Fully accredited distance
learning provider
• Supportive advisors who
understand your needs
• Rolling admissions and
monthly start dates
• Tuition Discounts for
parishioners and employees
of the Diocese*

Annulment Information Seminar to be Held This Month
Father Joseph Tapella, the judicial vicar of the Joliet Diocesan
Tribunal, will conduct an annulment information seminar, on
Nov. 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Blanchette Catholic Center.
Those interested in petitioning for annulment, those already
in the process, and those who are just curious are welcome to
attend. The annulment process will be explained and questions
will be welcomed. This day does not start the process but offers a
friendly atmosphere to learn what annulment means and what is
entailed in the process. Attendees will experience a review of the
annulment paperwork. Pre-register by Nov. 11. A $25 fee includes
morning coffee, lunch, and a binder with handouts. Check-in
begins at 8:30 a.m. For information and/or to register, please call
815.838.5334.

Sherine Green ’12, MA
Assistant Director of Social
Justice, Romero Center

Visit sjcme.edu/Joliet
or call 800-752-4723
for more information.

Educating for life.
*Discounts apply to online programs only
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