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PARISH INVOLVEMENT

 Catholic Schools Office
Seeks Ways to Increase
Mass Attendance
Among Students.

Cristo Es Nuestra Esperanza

CULTURE OF LIFE



Catholics and the
Culture of Life.
CONSECRATED LIFE

The IBVM Way:
Freedom, Justice
and Sincerity.

THE

IN THE DARKNESS
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FROM THE
BISHOP

AN EARLY GIFT FOR THE
YEAR OF MERCY
I suppose each person has his or her own list of “life’s
best gifts.” Mine would have to start with life itself, then
the new, divine life given at baptism, then my vocation to
the ordained ministry. I would end the “biggies” with the
promise of eternal life and the faith that allows me to see
everything in this special perspective.

PRAY!
FOR OUR
BISHOPS

BY BISHOP R.
DANIEL CONLON
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There is one other all-encompassing gift given to
me besides faith: my parents’ marriage. My life was
shaped by the life-vocation of Bob Conlon and
Carla Holzman — and not just during my younger
years, but all the way until my mother’s death a
few weeks ago.
When a person sees “life’s best gifts” through
the eyes of faith, there is a recognition that those
gifts come freely from a loving and generous God
and that they never fully belong to the recipient.
God always retains a hold on them, not from any
negative motive, but because He wants us to use
those gifts to our best advantage and for the
good of others. Even without faith, we know that
children need to be taught how to use their gifts
to their best advantage and for the good of others.
It is a selfish, misguided child who says, “It’s mine,
and I can do with it whatever I want.”
Marriage is surely one of God’s best gifts. It is
a huge part of His plan for the well-being of the
human race. As the Catholic ritual for weddings
says, marriage is the one blessing that survived
the great flood at the time of Noah. As one of His
best gifts, God retains a hold on it. Marriage, as
God intended it, is an unbreakable union. Jesus
put it this way: “... they are no longer two, but one
flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no
human being must separate”(Mt. 19:6).
The Church has always felt bound by that view.
The annulment process is not “Catholic divorce.” It
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is a careful judicial process that determines whether
a union may not be a true marriage, based on clear
criteria and demonstrated by evidence, provided
either by documents or human witnesses.
A few weeks ago, Pope Francis made big news
by issuing a document, an apostolic letter that
significantly modifies the annulment process. In
the early paragraphs of the letter, the Holy Father
reiterates the “doctrine of the indissolubility of
marriage” and the annulment process as an exercise
of the Church’s right and duty to form judgments.
At the same time, he reminds us that the “supreme
law of the Church is the salvation of souls.”
Pope Francis then lays out some specific norms
for simplifying the annulment process. A second
stage, or “appeal,” by another judge or panel of
judges is no longer required. Even in the first stage,
the judgment can be made by one judge rather
than by three. The process can be shortened if
the evidence of nullity is clear and overwhelming.
The diocesan bishop can function as the judge
himself, especially if there is a shortage of qualified
personnel. There are many other modifications,
but most of them are minor and technical.
The pope does not reveal clearly his motive
behind this reform of the annulment process.
However, there are three contexts that can help us
understand his mind. First, marriage is in crisis, and
so are the many Catholics whose marriages have
failed. The existing annulment process reflects a
time when divorces were far fewer and when the
circumstances for invalid marriages were as well.
Second, this situation is particularly significant in
developing countries where dioceses do not have
the resources to run complex tribunals. Third, and
most important, we are about to enter the Jubilee
Year of Divine Mercy. The changes ordered by the
apostolic letter take effect on Dec. 8, the same day
on which the jubilee year begins, and mercy has
been a consistent theme of the present Holy Father.
The indissolubility of the marriage bond and the
pastoral needs of divorced/remarried Catholics.
Justice and mercy. The modifications to the
annulment process instituted by Pope Francis are
intended to shift the balance a bit toward mercy
by making things simpler and faster. Yet, there is
nothing automatic about it.
The tribunal and parish staffs of the Diocese of
Joliet will be ready to go by Dec. 8. I hope that
those Catholics who might benefit from Pope
Francis’s gift are too.

ESPAÑOL

OBISPO R.
DANIEL CONLON

SUPONGO QUE CADA PERSONA TIENE SU PROPIA LISTA
DE "MEJORES REGALOS DE LA VIDA." LA MÍA TENDRÍA
QUE COMENZAR CON LA VIDA MISMA, VIDA DIVINA VIDA
DADA EN EL BAUTISMO Y DESPUÉS EN MI VOCACIÓN AL
MINISTERIO ORDENADO. TERMINO "LOS MEJORCITOS"
CON LA PROMESA DE VIDA ETERNA Y LA FE QUE ME
PERMITE VER TODO DESDE ESTA PERSPECTIVA ESPECIAL.
Hay otro regalo que abarca todo además
de la fe: el matrimonio de mis padres. Mi vida
fue formada por la vocación de la vida de Bob
ORAR!
Conlon y Carla Holzman – y no sólo durante
POR
mis años de juventud, pero hasta la muerte de
NUESTROS
OBISPOS
mi madre hace unas semanas.
Cuando una persona ve ‘los mejores regalos
de la vida’ a través de los ojos de la fe, hay un reconocimiento
que los regalos vienen libremente de un Dios amoroso y
generoso y que no pertenecen al beneficiario. Dios siempre
mantiene un asimiento sobre ellos, no de cualquier motivo
negativo, sino porque él quiere utilizar esos dones para
nuestro mejor beneficio y para el bien de los demás. Incluso
sin fe, sabemos que los niños necesitan que se les enseñe
cómo usar sus dones para su mejor ventaja y para el bien de
los demás. Es un niño egoísta he equivocado que dice, "es
mío, y yo puedo hacer con ello lo que yo quiero.
El matrimonio es sin duda uno de los mejores regalos de
Dios. Es una gran parte de su plan para el bienestar de la
raza humana. Como el ritual Católico para bodas dice, el
matrimonio es la única bendición que sobrevivió el gran
diluvio en el tiempo de Noé. Como uno de sus mejores
regalos, Dios mantiene un asimiento en él. El matrimonio,
como Dios manda, es una Unión irrompible. Jesús lo dijo
de esta manera: "...ellos ya no son dos, sino una sola carne.
Por lo tanto, lo que Dios ha unido, ningún ser humano debe
separar "(MT. 19:6).
La Iglesia siempre se ha sentido obligada por ese punto
de vista. El proceso de anulación no es "Divorcio católico".
Es un cuidadoso proceso judicial que determina si una unión
no puede ser un verdadero matrimonio, basado en criterios
claros y demostrados por evidencia, proporcionada por
documentos o testigos humanos.

Hace unas semanas Papa Francisco hizo noticia mediante
la emisión de un documento, una carta apostólica que
modifica significativamente el proceso de anulación. En
los primeros párrafos de la carta, el Santo Padre reitera la
"doctrina de la indisolubilidad del matrimonio" y el proceso
de anulación como un ejercicio del derecho y el deber de la
Iglesia a formar sentencias. Al mismo tiempo, nos recuerda
que la "Ley Suprema de la iglesia es la salvación de las almas".
Papa Francisco luego establece algunas normas específicas
para simplificar el proceso de anulación. Una segunda etapa, o
"recurso," por otro juez o jurado ya no es necesario. Incluso en
la primera etapa, se puede hacer el juicio por un juez en lugar
de tres. El proceso puede acortarse si la evidencia de la nulidad
es clara y abrumadora. El obispo diocesano puede funcionar
como el juez mismo, especialmente si hay una escasez de
personal calificado. Hay muchas otras modificaciones, pero la
mayoría de ellos son menores y técnicos.
El Papa no revela claramente su motivación detrás de esta
reforma del proceso de anulación. Sin embargo, hay tres
contextos que pueden ayudarnos a entender su mente. En
primer lugar, matrimonio está en crisis, y por lo tanto son
muchos católicos que sus matrimonios han fracasado. El
proceso de anulación existente refleja un tiempo cuando
los divorcios eran mucho menos y cuando las circunstancias
para matrimonios inválidos también eran así. En segundo
lugar, esta situación es particularmente significativa en los
países que todavía están desarrollando donde las diócesis
no tienen los recursos para ejecutar complejas tribunales.
Tercero y más importante, estamos a punto de entrar en el
año jubilar de la divina misericordia. Los cambios ordenados
por la carta apostólica en vigor el 8 de diciembre, el mismo
día en que comienza el año del Jubileo, y misericordia ha
sido un tema constante del actual Santo Padre.
La indisolubilidad del vínculo del matrimonio y las
necesidades pastorales de los
católicos divorciados/casados
de nuevo. Justicia y misericordia.
Las modificaciones en el
Cuando una persona
proceso de anulación instituido
ve ‘los mejores
por Papa Francisco sirven para
regalos de la vida’
inclinar la balanza un poco
a través de los ojos
hacia la misericordia haciendo
cosas más simples y rápidas.
de la fe, hay un
Sin embargo, no hay nada
reconocimiento que
automático sobre él.
los regalos vienen
El personal del tribunal y de
libremente de un Dios
las parroquias de la diócesis de
Joliet estarán listos para el 8
amoroso y generoso y
de diciembre. Espero que esos
que no pertenecen al
católicos que puedan beneficiar
beneficiario.
de este regalo de Papa Francisco
también lo estén.
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YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

THE CATHOLIC RESPONSE TO THE DISASTER IN NEPAL
STORY BY KAYLA JACOBS

The lives of many of those living in Nepal were changed on April 25, 2015, when
a 7.8 magnitude earthquake occurred, causing destruction, death, and hardship
only to be followed, two weeks later, by another earthquake on May 12 with a 7.3
magnitude. Just four months after two devastating earthquakes hit Nepal we have a
message of hope.
Quickly after the first earthquake, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the official
international humanitarian aid agency of the United States Catholic Church, was
on the ground in Nepal providing immediate relief, such as tarps, blankets, water
sanitation kits, and hygiene kits. Nepal, known for beautiful landscape and the
Himalayan Mountains, is home to some of the most remote and elevated areas in
the world, making it extremely difficult to get to some communities. This is where
CRS thrived, making it their goal to get to these hard-to-reach communities using
any means possible, including tractors, helicopters, and hiring experienced and
local truck drivers who knew how to navigate the Nepalese terrain.
There are three phases in every disaster relief operation: immediate, intermediate,
and long term. CRS just ended the intermediate phase. Shelter was the number
one priority during that phase because of the monsoon season in Nepal. During
phase two they built durable shelters that protected people from the monsoons. In
areas where local markets have the material needed for transitional housing, CRS
provided cash grants in order to support local markets and shop owners and also
give people the dignity of choice. In areas where the material wasn’t available, CRS
provided people with needed materials, such as corrugated iron sheeting and tools.
The third phase, long-term solutions, is set to begin in October, after the monsoon
season, which will include resilient housing and restoring markets and livelihoods.
Even before the earthquakes Nepal had a very high poverty level (25 percent,
increasing up to 46 percent in remote areas). CRS had a presence in Nepal before
the earthquakes and plans to stay with the Nepalese people for years to come.
What role did you play in the Nepal disaster relief? When CRS operates in other
countries, they are there representing all U. S. Catholics, and they wouldn’t be able
to do their work without your prayers and support. Not only did the parishes of
the Diocese of Joliet respond to our call to prayer for our brothers and sisters in
Nepal they also gave of their financial treasures. Together we raised $229,847.06 to
donate directly to relief in Nepal.
NEPAL BY THE NUMBERS:
Deaths: over 9,000 people
Injured: over 25,000 people
Displaced: over 450,000 people
Homes Fully Destroyed: 505,745
Homes Damaged: 279,300

A MESSAGE OF
APPRECIATION FROM BISHOP
CONLON
“I am grateful
to the many
people who sent
expressions of
condolence to
me on the occasion of my
mother’s death in mid-August.
Carla (Holzman) Conlon was
a wonderful wife, mother and
Christian. I appreciate all of the
prayers for the repose of her
soul and for the spiritual support
of our family extended by the
people of the Diocese of Joliet.”
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
4400 DONATES TO CATHOLIC
CHARITIES
The Knights of Columbus Holy
Trinity Council 4400 recently
presented a $1,000 check to
Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Joliet, to sponsor a stop for
the Mobile Food Pantry. The
check represented a portion of
the proceeds from the club's
annual golf outing. The Mobile
Food Pantry is a partnership
between Catholic Charities and
the Northern Illinois Food Bank
and provides food distribution
to underserved areas.
Holy Trinity Council 4400
is located at 1813 East Cass
Street in Joliet. For more
information on the organization,
or becoming a Knight, visit
www.kofc4400.com or email
kc4400@yahoo.com.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES:
People Served: over 100,000 people
Water Sanitation Kits Distributed: 5,784
Tarps Distributed: 12,496
Blankets Distributed: 31,498
Durable Shelter Material: 10,179
4
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Local news continues on pg. 22

INSIDE
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So much light
poured into
my wounds
that those
days changed
me forever —
they made me
stronger and
less fearful.
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LIFE

The Year of
Consecrated
Life was
announced
last year by
Pope Francis.
It began
during the
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of Advent
during 2014
and will end
on Feb. 2, 2016.
In the months
ahead, the
magazine will
be celebrating
the year with
articles focusing
on consecrated
life.
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YOUR LIFE

love. Such individuals were few, in Thérèse’s
estimation. While other nuns were offering their
lives to God’s justice, Thérèse made an oblation
of her life to God’s merciful love.

CATHOLIC LIFE

St. Thérèse and God’s Mercy

I

n declaring St. Thérèse of Lisieux a Doctor of the Church,
St. John Paul II wrote, “She helped to heal souls of the rigors
and fears of Jansenism, which tended to stress God’s justice
rather than His divine mercy.” Therese believed that God
was just, but that God’s justice would take into account our
littleness and need for mercy.

STORY BY
FATHER JOHN
WELCH, O.CARM,

who is on
the Board of
Members at
Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.
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The young French Carmelite nun was declared
a Doctor of the Church in 1997, the 100th
anniversary of her death in 1897. The Jansenism
referred to by the pope was a spirituality which
stressed human sinfulness and God’s judgment.
It resulted in an unbalanced, rigorous morality
which caused many people to suffer with anxiety
and scrupulosity. The practice of Catholicism was
effectively reduced to avoiding sin and being
anxious about God’s wrath.
St. Thérèse’s popular book, “The Story of
a Soul,” was a remembrance of God’s
mercy in her life. Rather than simply
writing an autobiography, Thérèse
said, “I shall begin to sing what I
must sing eternally: The Mercies
of the Lord.” She described how
she came to the conclusion that
we need not live heroic, perfect
lives to please God. It was the
acknowledgement of our weakness
– our inability to climb spiritual
heights – that was the key to Thérèse’s
“Little Way.” She urged total reliance on the
mercy of God. Her writing breathed freedom and
trust into a Catholicism preoccupied with rules
and perfection.
On the surface, Thérèse’s account of life
with her family and then with her Carmelite
community was an account of small, ordinary
events taking place in relative obscurity. But
readers discovered that Thérèse’s reflections
provided a window into the heart of the Gospel.
Her conviction was that God was not looking for
people to punish. A merciful God was looking for
people to open their lives in trust to God’s tender
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The little bird
Thérèse captured her understanding of human
weakness and God’s mercy in a story of a little
bird. The bird was too small and weak to fly to
the sun. But it stood in its place and reveled in
the light and warmth from the rays of the sun.
Sometimes clouds would cover the sun, and the
bird could not see the light nor feel the warmth.
But it stood its ground knowing the sun was still
there. And, at times, the little bird got restless
and started to look for worms and was attracted
by flowers. It got its wings wet in puddles. But,
eventually, it returned to its place, held out its
wings, and once again basked in the light and
warmth of the benevolent sun.
The radical nature of Thérèse’s trust in God’s
mercy is evident in a letter to Marie, her sister.
Marie had complained that she did not have the
great desires which motivated Thérèse. God loves
our littleness, Thérèse responded. “The weaker
one is, without desires or virtues, the more suited
one is for the workings of this consuming and
transforming Love. …It is confidence and nothing
but confidence that must lead us to Love.”
It is easy to see why Pope Francis
has a devotion to Thérèse, the “Little
Flower.” On a shelf in his library
in Buenos Aires the pope had a
vase filled with white roses and
behind it an image of St. Thérèse.
When asked about it, he said,
“Whenever I have a problem, I
ask the saint not to resolve it, but
to take it in her hands and help
me accept it, and, as a sign, I almost
always receive a white rose.”
Mercy has become the hallmark of Pope
Francis’ pontificate, including him calling for a
Year of Mercy to begin next month. “The minsters
of the church,” he exhorts, “must be ministers of
mercy above all.”
Thérèse continues to be one of those
ministers of mercy. Among the final lines of her
autobiography she wrote: “Yes, I feel it; even
though I had on my conscience all the sins that
can be committed, I would go, my heart broken
with sorrow, and throw myself into Jesus’ arms,
for I know how much He loves the prodigal child
who returns to Him.”

PARISH
INVOLVEMENT

Catholic Schools Office Seeks Ways to
Increase Mass Attendance and Parish
Involvement Among Students and Parents

W

hen asked about parish involvement in the Diocese of Joliet elementary schools, Christine
Kalal, vice principal of St. Mary of Gostyn in Downers Grove, said, “When I was a kid and
we were on vacation, we’d seek out a church to go to on Sunday — regardless of being on
vacation. It’s just not a priority anymore.”
Reflecting on the
same subject, Father
John Belmonte, SJ,
Ph.D., diocesan superintendent of
Catholic Schools, added, “Declining
Mass attendance has become more of
an issue since as early as the 1960’s.
It is something that concerns the
diocesan Catholic Schools Office.”
Father Belmonte wanted to
understand the Mass attendance
practice among the school families and
respond to the challenge of infrequent
Mass attendance. Over the last two
years, the Catholic Schools Office
has asked grade school principals to
survey how many of their students
were going to Mass regularly, as part
of an anonymous, informal survey of
weekend Mass attendance. The results
reveal that 50 percent of students go
to Mass regularly on the weekends,
twice the national and diocesan
average. While this is not a scientific
survey, it does provide some evidence
of Mass attendance practices among
Catholic school families.
How do we address declining Mass
attendance among Catholic school
families? The Catholic Schools Office,
in its role to encourage best practices,
worked with the schools to develop
effective ways to increase parish
STORY BY
MARIE KALAS

involvement and Mass attendance.
With the goal to provide a resource
to others around the country, Father
Belmonte and his team in the Catholic
Schools Office collected best practices
developed by several schools in the
diocese to encourage Mass attendance
and involvement of school families in
their parishes. These best practices
have been made available to all the
Catholic schools in the diocese.
One notable example comes
from Holy Family Catholic School
in Shorewood. Over the past two
years, the school distributes a Faith
Agreement with a letter to the parents
from the pastor and the principal to
remind parents of the importance of
Mass attendance. Another example
comes from All Saints Catholic
Academy in Naperville and Holy Trinity
Catholic School in Westmont, which
distribute Sunday Mass reflection
sheets for students to complete after
attending Mass to re-enforce the
Gospel message. Examples of best
practices like these and several others
are included in a resource manual for
parish involvement, which shows how
different school and parish communities
are using various best practices to
encourage Mass attendance.
Other schools have taken different

approaches to encourage Mass
attendance. For instance, the pastor and
school board members from Sacred
Heart Catholic School in Lombard cohosted grade-level teachings about the
Mass for students and their families.
Their Mass attendance percentage is
the highest in the diocese at 68 percent.
Visitation Catholic School in Elmhurst
has the fourth highest Mass attendance
in the diocese at 60 percent, thanks to
periodically promoted Sunday Mass
involvement articles included in the
parent newsletter.
Overall, the schools that have
participated have seen positive results
with some notable increases in Mass
attendance among Catholic school
families across the diocese. The
Catholic Schools Office intends to
make these materials available to other
dioceses in the hope that others might
benefit from its efforts. The hope is
that Mass attendance will increase not
only here, but across the nation.
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, archbishop
of Boston, summarized beautifully
the diocesan approach to parish
involvement and Mass attendance in
his 2011 Pastoral Letter, “Jesus’ Eager
Desire: Our Participation in the Sunday
Mass.” Cardinal O’Malley wrote that
“the Lord does not force Himself on
us; He likes to be invited into our lives.
On that first Easter, Jesus appeared to
two disciples on the road to Emmaus
and the disciples later invited Jesus to
their table.”
Father Belmonte concurs. “The
good news,” he said, “is that by
inviting families to Sunday Mass,
we’ve seen many people respond very
positively. The truth is, however, we
still have a lot empty places at the
table of the Lord. One diocesan-wide
program is only a start.”

7

YOUR LIFE
ASK THE
PRIEST

How do we
EVANGELIZE?
A

When I was getting ready for confirmation, I wanted to pick St.
Peter Damien as my patron saint. I went excitedly to my mother
to tell her about my selection, announcing to her that I had
picked Damien to be my confirmation name. “Damien?” my mother said
incredulously. “You can’t pick that name … that’s the antichrist in that
one movie!” Admittedly, St. Peter Damien was for our family totally
unknown, and the only time any of us had heard that name was from the
movies. I argued with her, but my mom persisted in her no. She said
firmly, “Michael, pick someone else. Grandma will kill me if I let you be
confirmed with the name of the antichrist.” I had 15 minutes to search
before I had to go to religious education, so I opened the Bible and
landed on the Gospel of Luke. Luke would be my confirmation name.

STORY BY

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST/WIKIMEDIA

Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar
at St. Mary’s
Parish in West
Chicago.

8

While I came about him by accident, I think that my mother’s
intervention was God’s work. Especially since seminary, St. Luke has
become a saint of importance in my life. While one of the principle
sources of information of our Lord’s life, St. Luke never knew Jesus
personally. Nonetheless, he was likely converted by St. Paul and
remained with him as a principal co-worker in the first evangelization
of the world. His Gospel is written directly to the young Christian
Church to strengthen their faith: “That you may know the truth
concerning the things of which you have been informed” (Lk 1:4).
St. Luke is a model and patron for the daily work of evangelization
to which every Christian is called. Writing on the mission of the laity,
St. John Paul II noted that “the lay faithful [are] asked to have a
missionary zeal which will increase their effectiveness as participants
in a re-evangelization” (Christifideles Laici #30). St. Luke came to
believe in the Lord and proclaimed the Holy Name and the salvation
afforded by the Gospel. None of us were alive 2,000 years ago, but
we have received faith in the Lord Jesus through the preaching,
teaching and example of those around us. Have you introduced
anyone to the Lord Jesus today? Do you know what to say? If not,
St. Luke specifically wrote “an orderly account for you” (Lk
1:3), so that through his Gospel you might have the words
for evangelization.
However, St. Luke knew there is more to evangelization
than words. “Saint Luke teaches that knowing the content
to be believed is not sufficient unless the heart, the
authentic sacred space within the person, is opened by
grace that allows the eyes to see below the surface and to
understand that what has been proclaimed is the word of
God” (Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei #10). While
the words of the Gospel elicit saving faith, fidelity born
out of love allows the Lord’s salvation to sink in deeply. St.
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Luke shows us that the Holy
Spirit brings us to rejoice in
communication with our Father,
as Jesus experienced: “He
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and
said, ‘I thank thee, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that thou
hast hidden these things from
the wise and understanding and
revealed them to babes; yea,
Father, for such was thy gracious
will’ ” (Lk 10:21). Evangelization,
when supported by prayer,
becomes a work to allow us to
rejoice with the Lord Jesus in
the Father’s great plan for man
and to then give that joy to
those around us. This is precisely
how Pope Francis opened his
letter on evangelization: “The
joy of the Gospel fills the hearts
and lives of all who encounter
Jesus” (Evangelii Gaudium #1).
St. Luke shows us that to spread
Good News of the saving love of
Christ brings joy not only to the
receiver but also to the preacher.
The Church celebrates the feast
of St. Luke on Oct 18. Although
his feast is trumped this year by
a Sunday, we can nonetheless
celebrate him throughout the
month by continuing the work
that consumed his life – the work
of spreading the Holy Name of
Jesus to whomever he could.
Let this October be a month
of evangelization. Find some
fallen-away Catholics and invite
them to join you for Mass. Invite
some Orthodox or Protestants
to pray with you for the unity of
the Church. Actively seek nonChristians and share with them
the truth about Jesus, according
to the words of the angel, “He
will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob
forever; and of his kingdom there
will be no end” (Lk 1:32-33).

YOUR LIFE
CONSECRATED
LIFE

THE IBVM WAY:

FREEDOM, JUSTICE
AND SINCERITY

hen Sister Claire Vandborg, IBVM, was
growing up, she did not have any
intention of becoming a religious sister. She
attended St. Isidore School in Bloomingdale
and St. Francis High School in Wheaton. At St.
Francis she met sisters from the Institute of
the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM). She
appreciated them. “They were excellent
teachers,” she said. “They were good women.”

W
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CARLOS
BRICEÑO

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Contact Sister
Vandborg at
CLVand@aol.
com or visit
www.ibvm.us.

And so off she went to college, where she didn’t
know what she wanted to major in or what her
future career was going to be.
But there was a chapel on campus, and in the
evenings, after doing some studying at the library,
she would go to the chapel and talk to God.
“Oh, God, I need to pick a major,” she remembers
praying. “Can you help me pick a major?”
That was her prayer for months, she said.
And then one night, she was quiet. “All of a
sudden, I could feel God was looking at me and
saying, ‘I want you.’ My first response was, ‘Oh,
God, you have to be kidding. Please be kidding. I
don’t want to do that.’ ”
But, yet, she felt drawn to become an IBVM
sister. She was drawn by the great joy she
observed in them and how they were great friends.
“They were real people,” she said. “There was a
real freedom about them.”
She finished that year of college and then
entered the community the following September.
This September she celebrated her 50th Jubilee.
In addition to being IBVM’s province secretary,
Sister Vandborg is also its vocation director. In
promoting vocations, she said she tries to help
young people to “not to be afraid to accept God’s
call to religious life or any life that they feel called
to live.”
She also likes to refer to something that
IBVM’s foundress, Mary Ward, said on her
deathbed: “Cherish God’s vocation in you. Let
it be constant, efficacious, and loving.” Ward
was an Englishwoman who grew up in the late
1500s during a time period when Catholics were

persecuted in England. In 1609, she founded an
order of religious women that was modeled on
the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits). This IBVM
order became known for its apostolic works of
justice and for establishing schools, especially
set up for the education of girls, in many cities
throughout Europe.
The institute was later suppressed by Pope
Urban VIII because the Church back then held the
point of view that women in religious life should
be enclosed — meaning, in a convent. As a result,
Ward was labeled as a heretic. This was later
reversed, and when she died in 1645, her dream
of having her institute officially recognized by the
Church did not come into fruition — until 1877,
when IBVM was officially
recognized by the Church
TO LEARN MORE
as a religious order.
ABOUT IBVM,
IBVM sisters now serve
you can attend an
in 24 countries around
open house they
the world. An official
are sponsoring on
IBVM presence was first
Oct. 18, from
established in the United
2-4 p.m., at the
States in Joliet in 1880
Loretto Center,
at St. Mary Academy at
1600 Somerset Ln.,
the corner of Cass and
Wheaton.
Ottawa Streets.
In 2009, Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI declared Ward to be “venerable,”
which means her cause will go forward to the next
stage in the process toward her beatification and
possible canonization as a saint.
Sister Vandborg said that the IBVM charism
— freedom, justice and sincerity – comes from a
letter written by Mary Ward in 1615. These words
have guided her and other IBVM sisters from
around the world to be women who live “all for the
greater Glory of God.”
CHECK IT OUT

Sister Kay Foley, IBVM’s province
leader, talks about her vocation to
religious life as part of the Year of
Consecrated Life. You can check out her
video here: http://bit.ly/1hTKMJL
CORRECTION

In September’s issue, the video
link was stated incorrectly. So, in order
to listen to Sister Diane Przyborowski,
provincial directress for the Wheaton
Franciscans, talk about vocations to
the religious life as part of a series
celebrating Pope Francis’ call for a Year of
Consecrated Life, please go to this correct
link: http://bit.ly/1IYUMsr.
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YOUR FAITH

Let

Nothing
DISTURB YOU

REFLECTION

W

hen we were children, one
outing my siblings and I

longed for was fishing out on the
lake with our dad. We had an old
aluminum boat that would usually
take us to one of our two favorite
spots: the catfish hole or the brim
hole. One particular afternoon we
were fishing for brim. We helped
our dad to bait the hooks with
slimy worms we had dug up in our
back yard and then waited for him
to cast our lines in the direction
of wherever we thought the fish
might be biting. After he had
helped us, he set up one of his rods
at the front of the boat, placing
it in a stand, and then proceeded
to the back of the boat where he
could fish with another rod and
keep an eye on our progress.

10

Christ is our Hope | OCTOBER 2015 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

DOLLARPHOTOCLUB/DIGIDREAMGRAFIX©

When we find ourselves inconvenienced in some
We started getting nibbles, then bites, and soon
we were merrily reeling in feisty brim. My dad was
busy bouncing between the three of us, when
he saw the tip of his rod at the front of the boat
beginning to bend. Before he had time to register
what was happening, he watched as the pole was
being pulled right over the boat into the water. He
scrambled for the rod’s handle as it disappeared
over the boat’s edge, and, in a last ditch effort,
he too disappeared over the edge after it. By this
time we had all forgotten our own fishing poles
and began laughing at this curious spectacle.
We had lost hooks and bait and buoys numerous
times before, but had never seen our dad jump in
after them. Our laughter ceased once we saw the
dejection on his face as he climbed back into the
boat. Quietly he explained to us that it wasn’t just
any old fishing rod but one his father had given
to him. Immediately we felt a sense of loss; our
grandfather had died before any of us had gotten
to know him. Much to our surprise, our father
began preparing another rod to take the place of
the one now resting at the bottom of the lake and
did his best to make sure we enjoyed the rest of
our outing together.
Looking back on that day, it was my first
introduction to what in the spiritual life is called
detachment. Simply understood, detachment is
a letting go of those things which would distract
our attention from our ultimate goal – union
with God in heaven. All the saints practiced
detachment, including St. Teresa of Avila, whose
feast day we celebrate on Oct. 15. She was a
16th-century Spanish Carmelite nun and Doctor
of the Church renowned not only for her mystical
experiences but also for her practical, downto-earth writings on prayer. She is also a very
quotable saint, and among her better known
quotes is one related to detachment:
"Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away;
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
Whoever has God lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.”

way and losing our patience, we should stop,

acknowledge the situation, and say to the Lord,

'Oh, dear! Here I am again putting my trust in
something else besides You.' ”

If we are honest with ourselves, there are
many material and immaterial things to which
we can find ourselves attached: money, food,
relationships, clothing, technology, success, the
esteem of our peers, “me-time,” etc. In themselves
and used in moderation, these are good things,
but it is our grasping over-dependence on them,
our tendency to make them ends in themselves,
that necessitate our practice of detachment.
Knowing this tendency which is to a greater or
lesser degree in all of us, the Church wisely sets
aside days and even whole seasons, like Advent
and Lent, for us to more intentionally practice
works of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving —
antidotes that help us lessen our grip and redirect
and reorder us to our ultimate end.
When we find ourselves inconvenienced in
some way and losing our patience, we should
stop, acknowledge the situation, and say to the
Lord, “Oh, dear! Here I am again putting my trust
in something else besides You.” Taking St. Teresa’s
advice, we should truthfully acknowledge the
power we are giving this “thing” to disturb or
frighten us and turn trustingly to the Lord, who
never changes and suffices for all our wants and
needs. We should try to avoid the temptation to
simply amputate ourselves from our attachments
so as not to be bothered by them again.
The challenge lies in the delicate balance of
detaching from things with love. Only then will
we experience true peace and freedom. Then we
won’t be disturbed when at times good things,
like a special fishing pole, are removed from us,
because we can rest in the assurance that God
alone suffices.

STORY BY

Sister Emma, OP,
a member of the
Dominican Sisters
of St. Cecilia, who
teaches at St. Jude
Catholic School
in Joliet
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YOUR
STORIES

THE

IN THE DARKNESS

Story by
Lisa Gilligan,
who grew up at
St.Mark's Parish
in Wheaton
Photos by
Scott Pointner

My earliest memories of
my dad bring me back
to the little church of
St. Mark’s. Not yet five
years old, I am snuggled
up next to my mom in
the front pew on the
right side of the aisle,
directly in front of the
cantor stand. There he is
right before us with his
commanding voice and
exuberant personality.
He is strong, handsome
and charming as he
leads the people in song.
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“He’s got the whole world in His hands. He’s
got the whole world in His hands. He’s got
the whole wide world in His hands. He’s got
the whole world in His hands.”
At this exact moment, I know beyond a
doubt that these words are true. With my
whole being, I feel safe and warm and loved –
by my heavenly Father and by him, as though
they are one in the same. Here in this place,
surrounded by an embrace of love, I have no
fear. In their hands and in my mother’s lap,
nothing will bring me harm. Together they
are strong fibers, woven into the net that will
always catch me should I fall.
Years later, I try to reach for this memory to
stabilize myself. I am being tossed by waves
of anxiety that do not let me up for air. The
tide is high, and they keep crashing, one after
the other, threatening to drown the small
piece of sanity to which I cling. I search for
the memories that anchor me, the ones that
remind me that I am protected, that I am
in God's hands. Although I can picture this
scene and others like it when I felt safe, the
feelings those past experiences elicited at the
time they happened evade me now. I cannot
breathe. I am having an anxiety attack.
It wasn’t until I was in my early 20s when
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I heard that term for the first time, “anxiety
attack.” The day I was able to finally give a
name to what had been afflicting me since
childhood, a huge sense of relief washed over
me. No longer would it have complete control
of my life, rendering me a vulnerable victim
left defenseless and unsure of when it might
strike again. My campaign of education that
ensued served to arm me with enlightening
knowledge to use in the fight against anxiety.
The most significant discovery was that the
particular flavor of anxiety disorder which
afflicted me just happened to be triggered
by life’s transitions, big and small.
In Isaiah Chapter 53, a prophecy about
Jesus proclaims, “By His wounds we were
healed.” Life experiences have taught me that,
on the flip side, it is through our wounds — our
brokenness, our weakness — that He enters
to bring us healing. Since one of the greatest
constants in this world is change and another,
stress, living life with a paralyzing fear of
stressful change has made for a challenging
journey. And yet it is this same woundedness
that has been the doorway through which
the most deeply intimate encounters with
the light, love, mercy and healing power of
Christ have entered. The ancient poet Rumi
beautifully expressed it in these words:

COVER STORY

“The wound is the place where the Light
enters you.”
Psychotherapy, education and personal
journaling were some of the tools I utilized
to cope with my anxiety disorder. Although
these combined techniques did not cause
the attacks to cease, they taught me to
yield to them, instead of fight them with
all of my strength. When the waves started
crashing, I would try to imagine myself secure
in a boat with Jesus. Though the storm was
happening all around, the boat yielded to
the waves, allowing itself to be rocked. Yet
with Jesus at the helm, it wouldn’t capsize.
I was not in danger of drowning. The storm
would eventually pass, and normal life would
resume. What I didn’t realize at the time was
that there were much bigger storms to come;
storms that would toss me into the water
so deep that I wouldn’t make it to the top
without others diving in to save me.
On Oct. 11, 2000, at the exact hour of Divine
Mercy, 3 p.m., my daughter was born into the
world. What was life’s sweetest moment of
pure joy quickly was stolen from me. Just on
the horizon, beyond the bliss of seeing her face
for the first time, the peace of knowing she
was healthy and the love of encountering this
magnificent soul God had created, a tsunami
of oppressive fear and fierce anxiety unlike I
could ever have even imagined was about to
hit my shores. Its power knocked me down
and swept me off into an ocean of continuous
panic. With all my strength I held onto the
things I thought could steady me, but just like
the contractions brought on by my induced
labor, the waves were unceasing and violent.
Too weak to hold on to her and too feeble to
even grasp on for the sake of my own survival,
I cried out for help. Mere days after her birth, I
had to admit that I couldn’t care for her, nor for
myself. I surrendered as I watched one of my
worst fears becoming reality.
At the moment of surrender, it came. Divine
Light, it came; surrounding me, lifting me up,
keeping me afloat. Divine Light, in me and
with me and through me. A Love completely
encompassing, even in the face of my greatest
fear and failing. And with its arrival, those I
loved joined together to become its vessels,
day after day, week after week as I healed. No
judgment, no anger, no betrayal was displayed.

Only support and love and belief were shown.
The net caught me, but now it was even
bigger than when I was a child. Adding to its
strength was the love of my husband who
only spoke of his confidence in me, even when
I told him he would have to choose between
me or our daughter, because in the depths of
the dark waters I didn’t believe I could ever
be a mother. It was fortified by my brother
and his wife who took our girl into their home
without asking how long until I would be
better and by my oldest brother and his wife
who sensed I was sinking fast and came by to
check up on me in the midst of their busy life
with six children of their own. And at the core
of the net, my mom and dad absorbed the
biggest impact of my fall. They welcomed us
into their home to nurture me back to health
and received their granddaughter when I was
ready to be reunited with her. They fed us,
held us, spoke words of love and belief to us.
So much light poured into my wounds that
those days changed me forever — they made
me stronger and less fearful.
Big storms like tsunamis don’t usually hit
twice in close succession. It had been
nearly 13 years since I had experienced
the leveling of a lifetime. Sure, there
had been downpours and the
occasional touchdown of a funnel
cloud with the chaos that ensued;
however, nothing monumental had
rendered me helpless. The constant
that never changed was that the core
fibers of my net remained. They were
a source of reassurance on the worst of
days. When I reached out to my parents, they
always reminded me that I would be okay and
that they would catch me should I fall. It never
occurred to me that one day they might not
be a part of the net anymore.
On Jan. 21, 2014, I received a call from my
mom that my dad had been taken to the
emergency room. She thought he had come
down with the flu a couple of days earlier
and was becoming dehydrated. Quickly after
assessing him, the doctors knew something
else much more serious was going on. They
ordered a scan and realized that he had
suffered a massive brain trauma, probably
from a fall while shoveling snow. The blood on
his brain was abundant, and the swelling very
significant. We would have to watch and wait.

"Here in this place,
surrounded by an
embrace of love, I have
no fear. In their hands
and in my mother’s lap,
nothing will bring me
harm. Together they are
strong fibers, woven into
the net that will always
catch me should I fall."
13
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At first it was 24 hours. Then they said 48 hours.
Later it was 72 hours. As the time passed, it seemed
as he were slipping away from us. Just like that,
through a simple fall, my safety, my warmth, my love,
was leaving. I hardly recognized the man lying in the
sterile hospital bed in front of me, and he no longer
knew my name. But I told myself that I couldn’t
fall apart this time. My mom needed to be held up
and supported now. My daughter needed me to be
strong as she saw her beloved papa at death’s door.
Feeling incredibly weakened, I cried out to God for
help from the depths of my being.
“Write the updates for me, okay?” my brother
asked as he left our father’s bedside to go
back to the demands of life in Wisconsin.
He had begun a support group on social
media in order to keep nearly 300 of
dad’s closest family members and friends
up-to-date on his health. How in the
world was I going to find the strength, the
words, the time, to do this? But I assured
him that, yes, of course, I would keep the
updates coming.
As I sat down at my laptop the first night,
exhausted after a long day of vigil at dad’s side, I
whispered a small prayer that God might use me.
The words, the insights, the revelation of how God
was with us in this tragedy poured forth. Divine
Light, it was entering into my woundedness and
flowing through to my hands. Most nights I couldn’t
even type fast enough to capture them. Time after
time it was the same. As I reflected upon the day’s
events, my eyes were opened to see how Divine
Light surrounded us, filled us and was present all
around us in the circumstances of this tragedy. If I
but kept my eyes wide open, I could find the sacred
presence of God there in the ordinary, the messy, the
chaotic and even the terrifying moments of life as
I was experiencing them right now. He was holding
us up, encircling us with His love, even bringing us
profound joy in the midst of great sorrow.
“He’s got the whole world in His hands. He’s
got the whole world in His hands. He’s got the
whole wide world in His hands. He’s got the
whole world in His hands.”
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At this exact moment, standing in the eye of a
big storm, I knew beyond a doubt that these words
were true. Through this gift of writing, my anxiety
was neutralized. It had lost its power. I could
breathe again. With my whole being, I felt safe and
warm and loved by my heavenly Father.
In the meantime, after my dad’s health
continued to decline for two weeks, the doctors
recommended that he undergo surgery to drill
two holes into his head in order to drain the acute
subdural hematoma putting immense pressure
on his brain. Agreeing to surgery wasn’t easy. If
anything went wrong, he had made his wish clear
long ago when he and my mom put their affairs in
order. It was stated in three chilling letters: DNR
(Do Not Resuscitate). And yet it seemed that the
only hope we had to break through the shell of this
unrecognizable man in order to find him again was
to follow the doctor’s lead.
Seeing him in the recovery room, post-surgery,
we knew instantly we had made the right decision.
The glimmer of light we glimpsed in his eyes was
like the dawn of a new day. Over the next couple of
months, many evenings upon returning home from
my bedside dinner dates with him at the hospital
or rehabilitation center, I chronicled the journey
we were living. In the contemplation that led to
the written word, I could always see God with
us. The paradox of finding the Light brightest in
the darkest of nights brought true joy. More than
keeping everyone up-to-date on his progress, it
became my saving grace.
Today, if you met my dad, you probably wouldn’t
be able to perceive that his brain took a big hit.
Through faith, hard work, determination and love
for his wife, coupled with the unending help of
family, friends, therapists, nurses and doctors, he
has resumed living a normal life. Not only has he
gained back the ability to recognize his loved ones,
speak coherently, walk and drive, but he has also
found his sense of humor again. When asked to do
a task of which he isn’t fond, such as vacuuming the
house, he pulls out the excuse that he has cleverly
named his “TBI (traumatic brain injury) Card” and
politely declines.

READ MORE

READ MORE

To read her blog that was born out of these experiences,
visit “Eyes Wide Open to the Sacred” found at:
https://eyeswideopentothesacred.wordpress.com/

To read Lisa’s chronicles of her dad’s road to
recovery, visit “The Gift of the Detour” found at:
https://thegiftofthedetour.wordpress.com/
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CATHOLICS and the CULTURE of LIFE

W

hen one examines the richness of the Catholic tradition, one can easily be overwhelmed
by the beauty and profound nature of many of the Church’s teachings. One such doctrine

is the Church’s teaching on the dignity and sanctity of human life. The Catholic Church teaches
that each human life is a gift from God and that each person has an obligation to defend human
life from conception until natural death.

Yet today we live in a culture that challenges
that basic truth that is so obvious to us — the
sanctity of human life. In fact, Pope St. John Paul
II often pointed out that the culture of death has
a strong foothold in the West and has greatly
influenced many recent developments within our
culture. How are Catholics to respond? What can
we do to counter the secular culture that has
been so successful in shaping our culture? How
do we build a culture of life?
A true culture of life must have God at its
center. As created by God, all things have God
as their origin and are sustained by God. It is
their relationship with God that defines them.
But it is the Judeo–Christian tradition that holds
that human beings alone are understood to be
created in the image and likeness of God. “Let
us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping

thing that creeps upon the earth. So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them”
(Gen. 1:26-27).
Yet despite the importance of human life as
the apex of creation, human beings are not
given dominion over their own lives. As created
in the image of God to know what it means to
be human, we need to know God. But human
beings cannot know God on their own. God needs
to reveal to human beings what it means to be
human. Only in knowing God does one come to
understand the beauty and truth of human life.
This means that a culture of life must be founded
in the life of faith and grow from the life of faith. It
must have its roots in Christ who is “the way, the
truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6).
The Church helps to order our lives to the truth
of human life as given in Christ. Here are three of
the ways that the Church fosters and prepares
the believer for recognizing and defending the
“culture of life.”
15
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1. ATTEND SUNDAY MASS
At the center of our lives as
Roman Catholics is our faith, our
relationship to Christ. As one
enters into the life of Christ, one
enters into the truth for which
human beings are created. So as
Catholics we believe that the Mass
is at the center of the life of faith
because it is in the Eucharist that
one enters into the life of Christ
in the most complete sense. The Second Vatican
Council teaches that the Eucharist is “the source and
summit of the life of the faith.” Later in his encyclical,
“Ecclesia de Eucharistia,” Saint John Paul II tells us
that “the most holy Eucharist contains the Church's
entire spiritual wealth: Christ himself, our passover
and living bread.” In the Eucharist the Church enters
into the Paschal Mystery, the death and resurrection
of Christ, the one event by which we are saved. The
Church lives by her unity with Christ in that Paschal
Mystery. This sacramental presence is the means by
which Christ is present in history, and it is the source
of all holiness. It is precisely in this worship that we
are formed in the life of Christ.
This sacramental worship is important for a
couple of reasons. First in order to stand up for
the good, which often requires courage and the
willingness to suffer, we need grace. That is, in our
prayer life, especially the Eucharist, each person
enters more deeply into the life of Christ and is
formed in that life. The more deeply we are formed
in the love of Christ the holier we are and the
better we are able to see the value of human life
and defend it. Second, it is in the Eucharist that our
unity in Christ that began at baptism is brought
to completion. In the Eucharist, as the source of
the life of the Church, the true meaning of our
Christian unity becomes evident. As we enter into
the sacrifice of the cross we come to see what it
means to follow Christ. In Him we see that what it
means to love God and to love one’s neighbor.
Today, of course, there are many Catholics who
hold that one does not have to go to Mass and one
can still be faithful. But is this is so? If we are saved
by the death and resurrection of Christ and in the
Eucharist, the one event of our salvation is present,
how can one refuse that offer of grace and claim to
love Christ? How can one refuse to enter into the
one event by which we are saved and claim unity
with Christ? It is this sacramental event that reveals
the true love for which we are created and learn
16
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what it means to “love others as I have loved you?”
For Roman Catholics this worship is foundational
for our own lives and for a culture of life.
2. T HE FAMILY AND CATHOLIC EDUCATION
As part of the mission of the Church, Catholics are
called to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
In order to live out this mission Catholics need to
learn about the faith and come to have faith. In this
mission of evangelization Catholic education plays
a role. When one thinks of Catholic education, one
should not limit it to formal education, but think of
it in the broader terms of catechesis, which comes
in many forms.
The primary educator in the faith is the family. It is
described as the “domestic Church.” It is in the family
that the faith is lived out and profoundly taught. In the
Ten Commandments the honoring of one’s mother
and father and the keeping of the Sabbath cannot
be separated. A friend of mine describes the family
as the “seminary for life.” It is here that the most
basic types of human formation takes place: human,
religious and moral. The family has its foundation in
the unique gift of marital love between husband and
wife. Out of that love comes new life, and it is in, and
by, this love that children need to be nourished. This
spousal love reveals the true sacrificial nature of love
and provides a context in which family members are
loved and learn to love. This is the most basic type
of human formation. This familial love needs to be
founded upon and nourished by the sacraments and
be a place of prayer where the faith should handed
on and supported.
Today, there are all sorts of interference in the life
of the family. There is the media, electronic devices,
extracurricular activities, extended work hours, etc.,
that easily distract the family from the truth of the
family and its proper mission. Yet the vocation of the
family is to live out the faith, seeking the good of each
other in love. This vocation needs to be protected

and fostered by all members of the Church.
The family is also the place in which the basic
moral formation also takes place. It is here that one
moves towards what Saint John Paul II describes
as the “maturity in self-giving” (“Splendor of
Truth,” 17), which is the foundation for the moral
life. This maturity is founded on faith which
orders life to the true good which is God and to
the love of neighbor. It is in the family that the
teachings of the faith find concrete expression in
the responsibilities that the family share in love.
The family should also develop the practice of the
corporal works of mercy, extending the family love
to the rest of the human community.
Formal education in the faith, in the form of
religious education, should be the point at which
the “domestic education” and the teachings of
the Church coincide. Here, family love — founded
upon the sacramental unity of marriage and the
Church’s mission with the Eucharist at the center
— are united. These two “emphases” reinforce the
unity of the mission of the Church in the service
of Christ. In the family and the Church one should
be “schooled” in the habits of faith, hope and love.
3. CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS
For than 100 years, the Church has been writing on
issues related to the political, economic and social
development of human beings. These writings that
constitute Catholic Social Teachings were often
written in response to the pressing issues of the
day in which human life and human goods were
being undermined. Often the issues were related to
economic, political or social issues of the day. These
documents speak to the Church’s engagement with
the world and reflect the commitment of the faith
that call us into “solidarity” with all those who suffer
and are persecuted. We have a responsibility to not
only seek holiness in our own lives, but seek the
good of others in all aspects of life. These writings
have a beauty and depth that call us to love and
serve Christ with the whole of our lives.
Depending upon how one summarizes these rich
teaching there are about seven major themes. The
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
website identifies the major themes as: life and dignity
of the human person; call to family, community and
participation; rights and responsibilities; option for
the poor and the vulnerable; the dignity of work
and the rights of workers; solidarity; and care for
God’s creation. If one reads the documents, one will
see that these themes are often woven together to

give a Catholic a better sense of what a Catholic
understanding of the social order might look like. This
is not a program for a political or economic order, but
principles that ought to guide our actions as we seek
to love others in all that we do.
It is not a stretch to identify the primary principle
or theme in Catholic Social Teaching is the dignity
and sanctity of human life. This means that one
must order all of life in justice and charity to create
economic, political and social structures that protect
human life. This is a basic human responsibility.
The other day I was reading a speech in which
Archbishop Charles Chaput stated:
“As I’ve said many times before, we have
serious obligations as believers to care for the
poor, the immigrant, the elderly, and persons
with disabilities. Those duties belong personally
to you and me, not just to the government —
though government clearly has an important
role. If we ignore the poor, we will go to hell. If
we blind ourselves to their suffering, we will go
to hell. If we do nothing to ease their burdens,
then we will go to hell. Ignoring the needs of
the poor among us is the surest way to dig a
chasm of heartlessness between ourselves and
God and between ourselves and our neighbors.”
This imperative to care for the most vulnerable
reflect the Gospel passage where Christ says that
what you have done to the least of my brethren
you have done it to him. (Mathew 25: 31-46) This
way of thinking, of existing for others, is rich part
of the Catholic moral tradition and an essential
component of Catholic Social Teaching. One
finds this in Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s call for
informing the social order with charity and in Pope
Francis’ warnings about the “throw-away culture”
in which the value of human life is diminished.
Today, as Catholics, as in every age, we are called
to bear witness to the truth of Christ — that each
person is created by God for God. We are therefore
called to foster ways of living that protect and
promote that dignity of human life. This respect for
life should flow from our worship, our families, and
our living for others: the love of God and neighbors.
As Saint John Paul II noted some 30 years ago when
he wrote Evangelium Vitae, that we are locked in
a battle with the “culture of death.” We are called
to engage that culture and speak to that culture of
the civilization of love and life. The defense of life is
our patrimony as Catholics, and we are called to live
that faith with great hope and joy.

... We are
called to bear
witness to
the truth of
Christ – that
each person
is created
by God for
God. We are
therefore
called to
foster ways
of living that
protect and
promote that
dignity of
human life.
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RETREATS ADD SPIRITUAL DEPTH
TO ST. MARGARET MARY PARISHIONERS
Story by
Carlos
Briceño

ister Madelyn Gould, SSSF, the pastoral associate at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Naperville who is
in charge of adult faith formation there, views retreats as a valuable spiritual tool to help people
grow closer to God.
“The purpose of us as Christians is to grow in intimacy with our God, and with all of our busy lives we
often drift away from giving quality time and attention to this relationship,” said Sister Gould. “A retreat
can be an intense experience, which both fosters and deepens one's relationship with the Holy One. It
gets it back on track, I would say. Gets the relationship closer to where God desires it to be.”
With that in mind, Sister Gould and a team of parish leaders help to organize six different retreats
throughout the year. In all, on average, more than 400 people per year attend, with many lives transformed
in the process.
Here are the stories of three parishioners who offer their testimonies about how they have been
spiritually affected by attending various retreats over the years at the parish:

S

MARCIA MACKENBROCK experienced her first adult Catholic retreat 10 years ago when she

I needed
something
else, a new
purpose,
fresh ways to
serve others
and a means
of stabilizing
my faith
development.
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somewhat hesitantly attended a Women’s Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) retreat.
Retirement from a dedicated career of several decades and the simultaneous loss of
her mother proved to be very difficult adjustments.
“I was quite at sea,” she said. “Even though I tried to maintain the many friendships
and avocations I greatly valued, I was at risk of becoming withdrawn and spiritually
lonely. I needed something else, a new purpose, fresh ways to serve others and a means
of stabilizing my faith development.”
CRHP is a spiritual renewal weekend designed to help people grow in their personal relationships with
Jesus and to foster lasting fellowship in their faith communities.
For Mackenbrock, her first CRHP retreat was life changing and soul saving. Two years later, Sister Gould
invited her to assume the ongoing role of spiritual director, along with another woman of Mackenbrock’s
choosing. Together, they continue to cherish the chance to shepherd a new of team of members through
the entire CRHP process each year.
“This, spiritually, is the breath in my lungs,” she said. “I’m passionate about CRHP for women and for
men. I believe in it completely.”
She has attended other retreats sponsored by the parish, including an Ignatian retreat, which is held over
an eight-month period, during which participants commit to pray one hour each day and meet for weekly
faith-sharing session with their fellow retreat members and weekly discussions with a spiritual director.
Members of her Ignatian group still meet monthly four years later.
“Attending the several kinds of retreats with the faith-sharing encouragement that St. Margaret Mary
Parish emphasizes has had an invaluable, enduring impact in my life,” she said. “Oh my, I would say that
they have made all the difference in my confidence as a later-in-life Catholic. They have given me such
eagerness to pursue a much closer relationship with Christ. A word that comes to mind is reamplification.
These retreats have re-amplified the echoes of spiritual milestones I had already met. They have allowed
me to gently review my progress and to find God’s goodness and wisdom in even the darkest memories.
“When most of us take a very close look at ourselves,” she continued, “we all have some level of
plaguing regret that can interfere with our spiritual progress. The retreats have taught me to re-focus
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on the present. On the now. Those experiences always suggest reasonable, feasible faith goals without
the feeling of impossibility or futility. It can be challenging to be a truly faithful practicing Catholic today,
and, to some people, one slight misstep might signal, ‘Well, I have failed and therefore I’m not good
enough. I’m not worthy.’ These retreats help us immensely with that.”

RON AMATO was not raised as a Catholic. He and his wife were both raised as Methodists.
However, they felt a need for greater spiritual feeding and a more intimate relationship
with Christ. They began a five-year journey attending various denominations and
churches. They decided the Catholic Church held what they were looking for and
went through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), which is the process
through which people join or complete their initiation into the Catholic Church. The
couple entered the Church during the Easter vigil in 2009.
Amato has attended several of the retreats that St. Margaret Mary’s offers, including men’s retreats at
Mundelein, silent retreats at St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle, and the Ignatian retreat.
He has enjoyed attending all of them, but the one that has made a major impact on his faith life has
been the Ignatian retreat.
“The whole focus of the Igantian retreat is to develop a more intimate relationship with Jesus in every
moment of every day,” Amato said, “Growing up in the Methodist faith, I had a loving relationship with
Christ, but it was not as personal and intimate as the one I have now. For myself, retreats have been a
huge factor in this transformation. Through the different ‘weeks’ of the Ignatian retreat and practicing the
Spiritual Exercises, I slowly got to know Jesus in a different, more loving, and personal way. Eventually,
you're seeing God in everything – whether you are spending an hour a day in meditation, doing the
Examen [spiritual self review] at night, discerning or just outside walking.”
St. Margaret Mary offers many retreats which Amato feels strengthens his relationship with the
community of believers and, more importantly, with Jesus.
“At the time we joined the Catholic Church to be spiritually fed, I had no idea that retreats would
become such a key factor in fulfilling that goal,” Amato said. “They energize me spiritually and give me
an opportunity to re-focus on my relationship with Jesus. On retreat I feel as if I am leaving the ‘world’
and its problems and concerns and entering into the ‘peace’ that only Christ can provide.”

I feel as if I am
leaving the
‘world’ and its
problems and
concerns and
entering into
the ‘peace’
that only
Christ can
provide.”

GAIL KREMA is a long-time parishioner at St. Margaret Mary – 30 years, to be exact. She
has taken advantage of attending several of the retreats for many years, as well. She
is very grateful for the adult education/faith formation of the parish. She’s benefited
from monthly spiritual direction with Sister Gould for more than 25 years. She credits
this faith formation at St. Margaret Mary in guiding her to a career change, and she
was trained as a spiritual director eight years ago.
For instance, for most of the past 25 years, she’s been involved in the Advent AtHome retreats as a participant and more recently as a spiritual director. And since she attended a CRHP
retreat 23 years ago, her group is still meeting monthly all these years later.
In commenting about the influence the CHRP retreat has had on her life, Krema said: “It's been
amazing and been a great gift to move through life with both its joys and sorrows as a faith community.
It's been a wonderful experience.”
The Advent At-Home retreat includes reading Scripture, praying, and meeting daily with a spiritual
director to unpack your prayer experience, she said. She also participated in the first Ignatian Spiritual
Exercises retreat, offered almost five years ago, and this small faith community also continues to meet
monthly. Krema said the exercises were “a great blessing in deepening my relationship with Jesus, and in
discerning God’s direction in my life. It’s powerful to gather as a community and share our experiences.”
“As Catholic Christians, we are called to deepen our relationship with the Lord,” she said in talking
about the importance of making the effort to attend a retreat. “And any relationship is a give and take.
It's important to devote some extra attention to that relationship. Making an effort to grow your faith
outside of that weekly Mass commitment helps one to grow in your faith. And just as each Mass closes
out – we are continually sent forth to bring the love of Christ into our world.”

... We are
continually
sent forth to
bring the love
of Christ into
our world.”
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St. Pius X Parish Celebrates 60 Years
“in Restoring All Things to Christ”
The way parish life used to be has changed for many long-time
parishioners. During the 1960s, Betty Kramer remembers how
Masses used to be well attended, with a sufficient number
of priests to attend to the spiritual needs of her parish, St.
Pius X Catholic Community in Lombard, where Kramer and
her family have been members since 1962. Only males could
serve during Mass; there were no deacons. Nuns served as
administrators and faculty at the parish school.
Even the mindset of
many parishioners used to
be different.
“I am one of the many
of my own generation
and those before me
who followed spiritual
practices because we were
told we should — without
question, without really understanding why we did what we
did,” Kramer said. “There were very few opportunities for laity
to become involved in parish life, except to provide clerical
support. It was uncommon to have lay ministries, except
for the Holy Name Society for men, Women’s Sodality for
women, [and the] Boy and Girl Scouts. I’m unsure if these
groups were even thought of as ministries.”
All that slowly changed over the years. Vatican II was one
reason, and the influence of secular society was another.
Now at her parish, there are more lay people helping to
minister to others, such as Ministers of Care carrying the
Eucharist to the homebound, ill and elderly, Kramer said,
adding that there are councils, commissions and ministries,
led by lay people, who are guided and directed by St. Pius
X’s pastor, Father George Zieba, CR, to fulfill the parish’s
mission “to restore all things in Christ.”
Though Kramer said she was sad about the decline in
vocations, she is thankful that she and other parishioners are
welcomed and encouraged to participate as members of a faith
community, which is a big change from parish life 50 years ago.
20
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“We can feel that we are really part of the process in
bringing our faith to others,” she said. “The focus on ways to
encourage vocations and on a new evangelization has begun
to reenergize us.”
St. Pius X Catholic Community, which honored its 60th
anniversary with a celebration Mass earlier this year, had its
first ever Mass at Jackson Jr. High School in Villa Park on
Jan. 20, 1955. The founding pastor, Father Edmund O’Neill,
held Masses there until the first Mass in the new church
was celebrated on Sept. 4, 1956. That fall, the parish school
opened grades one through six with 256 students, with the
Sisters of St. Francis in charge of running the school.
“The sisters not only provided an excellent academic
education for our school children, they also instilled in them a
deep spirituality and the foundation for a traditional Catholic
life,” said Sister Pauline Schutz, OSF, who taught at the
school years ago and is now in charge of pastoral care at the
parish. Today, nearly 500 students attend the school, from
preschool through 8th grade.
Richard Galvin, who has been at the parish since 1963, said
a big difference between now and back when he arrived at
the parish is that there is only one priest — Father Zieba,
the pastor — whereas back then the pastor had several
more priests assisting. “I don’t know how our pastor does
everything,” Galvin said. “It seems like the various parish
organizations have picked up the slack in that sense.”
Father Zieba appreciates that he has help from others
at the parish who are committed to spreading the Gospel.
When asked about what his future hopes are for his parish
as it contemplates life beyond its 60th anniversary year, he
referred to the mission statement of the Resurrectionist order
he belongs to, which exhorts its priest to assist “the laity in
their own efforts to become prophets to the world and to
transform it by providing them with a deeper experience of
the Paschal dynamic in their lives.”
He added that he wants to create an even more “vibrant
community,” one filled with mutual collaboration and the grace
of God and where people experience God’s love through parish
hospitality and “where we are supportive of one another in
following Jesus, especially in serving the poor, and where we
commit ourselves to support the mission of the parish through
the stewardship of our time, talent, and treasure.”
Father Zieba also realizes this vision is an evolving one,
because it has to include the hopes/desires of the parish. As
a result, a Parish Pastoral Plan has been formulated, with the
help of his parishioners, which include the following elements
of parish life: evangelization, worship, word, community,
service, stewardship and leadership. He said that plan, along
with the parish’s implementation of the diocesan Framework
for Pastoral Action, which has three pillars – discipleship,
evangelization, charity — “offers us a great opportunity to
enhance this vision of the future of St. Pius X Parish.”

YOUR STORY
VOCATIONS

Nolan Lopez, an
attendee at the
summer baseball
camp, participates
in the sacrament
of reconciliation
with Father Paul
Solomon, from St.
Dominic Parish in
Bolingbrook.

Vocation Office Introduces
Innovative Way to Raise Money

W

e have some exciting news from the Vocations Office! In the next few
months, you'll begin seeing a whole new approach to fundraising. And we
need a new approach now more than ever. As tuitions increase, so goes the costs
of a seminarian’s education. More of our seminarians are answering the call after
incurring educational debt while in college pursuing another path. Seminarians are
not allowed to work during the times they are studying at the seminary, so they are
not able to raise money for expenses they incur or to pay down their educational
debt. Often the weight of these expenses rests on the shoulders of parents. At
times this debt might be an obstacle to someone answering a true call from God.

But there is another way, and its tradition is rooted in the early days
of the Church ...
In 5th-century Europe, a beautiful practice arose at the construction
sites of new churches. Because it was otherwise impractical to
transport a large bell from a foundry to a new building, a pit was often
dug right on the church grounds in which a bell form was assembled.
There, the bellfounder would cast the church’s bells on site. When
STORY BY
FATHER BURKE
a town produced a bell, it was a momentous occasion in which the
MASTER,
whole community would participate. Molten copper bronze alloy was
THE DIOCESAN
poured into the pit to great celebration. Then townspeople who were
VOCATION
able would proceed to drop their gifts of gold and silver into the pit. At
DIRECTOR
the time, the belief was not just that their charitable gift was a powerful
self sacrifice, but that it would actually improve the beauty of the bell’s tone.
Today, when a parent passes away, the family must decide if the wedding ring will
be buried or retained. Imagine if that symbol of marital love could somehow find new
purpose to support the formation of a new priest! The Diocese of Joliet Office of Vocations
is proud to introduce a program that makes this possible. It is called “In Memory of Me.”
In Memory of Me is a totally cashless “precious metal donation drive.” Many throughout
our diocese have outdated jewelry or other precious metal possessions passed to them
from a family member just sitting in a drawer. Some have unmatched earrings that will
never again be worn. Some have an engagement band from an engagement called off
or a wedding band that, after a divorce, might make some people feel sad. All of this can
be transformed into a beautiful source of hope, and a way to offset financial obstacles
for those responding to a call from God.
When you donate old jewelry or precious metal items to In Memory of Me, your gift is
100-percent tax deductible at its fair market value, and all funds are passed on directly to
the Diocese of Joliet Vocation Office. More information on how to donate can be found
on the vocations web site at www.dioceseofjoliet.org/vocations. Maybe you do not
have much money to support vocations, but this offers many people a way to do more!

VOCATION
OFFICE NEWS
• In other Vocation Office news,
we are beginning the 2015-2016
academic year with 40 seminarians,
the most that we have had in 35
years! We are not only proud of
the number of men responding to
the Lord’s call, but we are proud of
the quality of these young men. To
read the biographies of our current
seminarians, please go to
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/vocations
• On Aug. 2, the Serra Club of
DuPage County hosted the 41st
annual Seminarian Sendoff Dinner
at Benedictine University. Over 400
people attended this wonderful
event. Thank you to the Serra Club
for your ongoing prayerful support
of vocations! Please consider
attending next year on Aug, 7, 2016.
• Finally, during the summer, the
Vocation Office combined with the
Fishers of Men of Joliet to host our
first annual Mike Sweeney Catholic
Baseball Camp at Providence
Catholic High School. We had
105 boys attend the camp, along
with former major league baseball
players Mike Sweeney, Sal Fasano,
Don Pall and Gene Hiser. Each day
included Mass, confessions, rosary
and wonderful baseball instruction.
We will be hosting another camp
next July. The exact dates will be
determined soon. More information
can be found at:
http://abcsportscamps.com/
catholicbaseballcampil

LEN BUONINCONTRO AND
TOM BUONINCONTRO ALSO
CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ARTICLE.

21

CREDITS

YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

The magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Joliet
OCTOBER 2015
VOLUME 8: ISSUE 9

Most Reverend
R. Daniel Conlon
PUBLISHER

Edward P. Flavin
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE
OF COMMUNICATIONS

Carlos Briceño
EDITOR

Jenny Bis
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Lorena Chavez
SPANISH TRANSLATOR
To submit story ideas and news,
send e-mails to
magazine@dioceseofjoliet.org.
For subscription information,
call 815.221.6112.

WWW.FAITHCATHOLIC.COM

Christ is our Hope
(USPS 25288) is a
membership
publication of the Catholic
Diocese of Joliet, 16555
Weber Road, Crest Hill, IL
60403. Published monthly.
Gift subscription rates are $15
per year. Individual issues are
$2.50. Send all subscription
information and address
changes to: Christ is our Hope
magazine, 16555 Weber Road,
Crest Hill, IL 60403;
815.221.6112 or email
magazine@dioceseofjoliet.
org. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Christ is
our Hope magazine, 16555
Weber Road, Crest Hill, IL
60403 ©Christ is our Hope
magazine, Diocese of Joliet.
©FAITH Publishing Service.
FAITH is a trademark of
FAITH Publishing Service. No
portion of Christ is our Hope
magazine may be published,
broadcast, rewritten or
otherwise reproduced or
distributed in whole or in part
without prior written
authority of the Diocese of
Joliet and/or FAITH
Publishing ServiceTM. For
reprint information or other
questions regarding use
copyright material, contact
the Christ is our Hope
magazine editorial offices at
the Diocese of Joliet.
Periodicals postage paid at
Romeoville, IL and at
additional mailing offices.

22

QUEENSHIP OF MARY PARISH CELEBRATES
NEW SHRINE DEDICATED TO OUR LADY
STORY BY RANDY NORMAN

At daybreak on Aug. 30, at Queenship of
Mary Parish — where Glen Ellyn meets Glendale
Heights — members and guests of the parish
celebrated the dedication of a new Marian
shrine and courtyard on the parish grounds.
Present at the Mass was Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph M. Siegel; the pastor, Father Joseph
Dong Bui; six other co-celebrants (priests); and
two deacons. A formal dedication of the shrine
and a feast followed afterward.
Attendees/participants included many
Vietnamese from the parish and other

Vietnamese communities. Members of the
Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth Movement (TNTT)
were also present, along with the Legion of Mary,
the Knights of Columbus, religious brothers from
the Society of the Divine Word Congregation
and religious sisters from Congregation of
Mary Queen. The dedication ceremony took
place in and around the courtyard, with many
mini-flags flying from roof edges, numerous
incense sticks burning and a throng of attendees
looking on. The Our Lady of Grace Shrine and
Courtyard was formally dedicated by Bishop
Siegel and Father Dong, along with assistance
by Deacon Roger Novak, and with a Knight of
Columbus Honor guard framing the perimeter.
The ceremony was aided by the presence of
a group of flower girls, each with a bouquet
of red roses. The young girls were all recent
first communicants from the parish, with each
wearing her white first communion gown. They
also performed several dances in honor of Our
Lady and the new shrine.
The shrine can be seen from Bloomingdale
Road by the motorists that travel by the parish.
According to Father Dong, the goal of the
project was to make the shrine and courtyard
“a quiet peaceful prayer garden under the
shadow of Our Blessed Mother for everybody.”
That goal was officially achieved on Aug. 30.

CHECK OUT BLOG ON POPE FRANCIS’ RECENT ENCYCLICAL ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Ready for a follow-up on Pope Francis, after his apostolic visit to the U.S.? With the assistance
of the diocesan Communications and I.T. departments, the Newman Institute invites you to
subscribe to a new blog which will deliver one-paragraph-per-day from the Holy Father’s new
encyclical, “Laudato Si’ ” (“On Care for our Common Home”).
Join hundreds of subscribers across the country as we reflect on the pope’s inspiring call for
an ecological conversion: Starting next month, on Nov. 1, the new encyclical will be delivered
to your email. Simply go to www.aJoyWhichIsShared.org and enter your email address; a
confirmation email will automatically go out, asking you to confirm your desire to subscribe.
This is a wonderful way to engage the pope’s actual words, which are as inspiring as they are
readable, rather than relying on the spin of mainstream commentators.
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A group of students from the
Pope Benedict XVI Academy of
Excellence recently gathered for
an opening day Mass at their new
school, which is an independent,
college preparatory Catholic
school affiliated with the diocese,
located on the property of
St. Anthony Parish in Frankfort.
For more information, go to
www.pbacademyofexcellence.org.

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

Persons with Disabilities Mass to be Celebrated on
Oct. 4 at Holy Family Parish
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon will celebrate the 28th annual Bishop’s
Mass with Persons with Disabilities at noon on Sunday, Oct.
4, at Holy Family Parish, 600 Brook Forest Ave., Shorewood.
Persons with disabilities, and their families and friends, are
invited to a luncheon immediately following, provided by
the Joliet Assembly, Knights of Columbus, with support from
Knights around the diocese. All are welcome. Families of those
with Down Syndrome and interested others are invited to
attend a companion event afterward called “I Love My Life: Self
Advocates with Down Syndrome” at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of
St. Raymond in Joliet.

Relics of St. Maria Goretti to be on Tour in Chicagoland Area
The major relics of St. Maria Goretti will be at St. Mary
Immaculate Parish in Plainfield on Oct. 15. St. Maria Goretti is
the patron saint of purity and chastity. Named the “Pilgrimage
of Mercy,” it is the first time that her relics have traveled to the
U.S. The relics have been on an international tour from their
shrine in Nettuno, Italy, and have visited other cities throughout
North America. Bishop R. Daniel Conlon has given permission
for the relics to be in the Diocese of Joliet. Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph M. Siegel will celebrate a Mass on Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. in
the presence of the relics. The relics will be available for public
veneration from 10 a.m.-11 p.m. that day. Parishes and schools
interested in organizing a trip to visit the relics should contact
Geri Morse at 815.436.2651, ext. 840. Elsewhere in Chicagoland
regarding the tour, St. John Vianney Parish in Northlake will offer
a public veneration of St. Maria Goretti’s relics from 9 a.m. on
Oct. 13 through 6 a.m. the following day, Oct. 14. A Mass will be
celebrated on Oct. 13 at 7 p.m.

Marriage Enrichment Event to Occur on Oct. 17
Ted Cunningham is the founding pastor of Woodland Hills
Family Church in Branson, MO. He is the author of several books
and a graduate of Liberty University and Dallas Theological
Seminary. He will give couples practical ways to enjoy their
married life together, how to make the most of each day and
how to better communicate. Tickets cost $25 per person. The
event will take place on Oct. 17, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at St.
Elizabeth Seton Parish, Naperville. Bring your own lunch or preorder a lunch for an additional fee. Go to
www.imetevents.org/ for more information.

Tickets Available for Nov. 14 Theater Production on
Life of St. Thérèse
Father Peter Jankowski, the pastor at St. Patrick's Parish in
Joliet, decided to contract with St. Luke Productions to offer
“St. Thérèse — The Story of the Soul,” a one-woman theater
production at the University of St. Francis' Moser Theater on
Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased by
calling St. Patrick's at 815.727.4746.
Father Jankowski felt it was important to bring the play to the
area because the Church is celebrating the Year of Consecrated
Life, and St. Thérèse's parents are getting canonized on Oct. 18, the
first married couple ever to be canonized in the same ceremony.
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Congratulations!
The Diocese Celebrates the Years of Service by Those in the Religious Life
The celebration of religious life, in honor of those celebrating their jubilee years, took place on Oct. 3 at the Xavier
Chapel in the Blanchette Catholic Center in Crest Hill. The following are the jubilarians living and/or working in the
diocese (listed with their orders and abbreviations):

80 YEARS
Sr. M. Anna Clare Meyer, OSF (F)
Sr. Marie Schramko, OSF (J)
Sr. Loretta Wagner, OSF (J)
75 YEARS
Sr. M. Cherubim Cukla, OSF (J)
Sr. Peter Didier, OSF (J)
Sr. Felicity Gaffney, OSF (J)
Sr. Therese Greaney, OSF (J)
Sr. M. Innocence Mills, OSF (F)
Sr. Mary Catherine Reichert, OSF (F)
60 YEARS
Sr. Rose Marie Anglum, OSF (F)
Sr. M. Bernadette Beveridge, OSF (F)
Sr. Margaret Brennan, RSM
Sr. Marie Diebold, OSF (W)
Rev. John E. Eck, CSV

Sr. Kenneth Huesling, OSF (W)
Sr. Margaret Ivers, IBVM
Sr. Claudia Janiak, SSJ-TOSF
Sr. Lois Jean Jensik, OSB
Abbott Dismas Kalcic, OSB
Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, OSF (J)
Sr. Margaret Krieger, OSF (J)
Sr. Helen Therese Mayer, OP
Sr. Albert Marie Papesh, OSF (J)
Sr. Phyllis Pitz, OSF (J)
Sr. Janet Tucci, OSF (J)
Sr. Julie Walsh, OSF (W)
Sr. Lauren Wiegman, OSF (J)
Sr. Joan Clare Wisner, OSF (J)

Sr. Mary Ann Hettel, SSCM
Sr. Norma Janssen, OSF (F)
Sr. Elaine Kerscher, OSF (J)
Sr. Patricia Kolas, PHJC
Rev. Richard McGrath, OSA
Sr. Patricia Norton, OSF (W)
Sr. Karen Nykiel, OSB
Sr. M. Francis Therese Ortega, OSF (F)
Sr. Virginia Ruth Pendleton, OSF (W)
Sr. Judith Plumb, OSF (F)
Sr. Marianne Saieg, OSF (J)
Sr. Claire Vandborg, IBVM

50 YEARS

Rev. James Flint, OSB
Sr. Kim Marie Wolf, OSF (F)

Sr. Beatrice Baker, CND
Sr. Ritamary Corso, CCVI
Sr. Mary Lynn Danaher, OSF (F)
Sr. Jackie Drazen, OSF (W)
Sr. Martha Eckstein, OSF (J)
Sr. Barbara Gause, CSA
Sr. Martha Harrington, SSCM

40 YEARS

25 YEARS
Irma Sebastiana Barbosa de Freitas, OSF (J)
Sr. Theresa Fifer, OSF (J)
Rev. Daniel Torson, CPPS

