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FROM THE
BISHOP

SWIMMING UPSTREAM
on

Abortion

ILLINOIS HAS A NEW LAW: Senate Bill 1564.
BY BISHOP
R. DANIEL
CONLON

It was signed by Governor Bruce Rauner on July 29
and goes into effect on Jan. 1.
The new law requires health providers who
object to abortion and artificial contraception,
including sterilization, to provide two things to
patients who request these services. First, the
providers must direct these patients to providers
who offer these services, and, second, they must
explain to the patients the benefits of these
procedures.
SB 1564 contains a huge dose of irony and a
massive gap in logic. The irony is that the new law is
intended by its sponsors to improve the 1998 Health
Care Right of Conscience Act, which provided
protection to both patients and medical
professionals who have conscience
objections either to receiving
certain medical treatments or
to providing them.
The gap in logic? How
can someone who objects
to abortion and artificial
contraception, particularly
sterilization, be required
to direct someone to
another provider and even
explain the “benefits” of
these procedures? To require
someone to explain the “benefits”
of anything they think is wrong or
harmful is nonsense. (Can you imagine a
law requiring vegan grocers to tell customers where
they can buy meat or what the benefits of eating
meat are?)
(It is important to note that the Catholic
Conference of Illinois, which represents the Catholic
bishops, took a “neutral” position on SB 1564. The
CCI worked behind the scenes to soften an earlier
version of the legislation, and so it could not publicly
oppose the final version.)

2

Christ is our Hope | OCTOBER 2016 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

Most Americans would agree that all citizens
should be able to act according to the dictates
of their conscience, especially their religious
convictions, unless to do so would harm another
person. We live in society, and, thus, none of us has
an absolute right to act as we believe we should. All
of our rights, even those defined in the Bill of Rights,
have limits.
On the other hand, our fundamental rights,
especially the right to act according to our
conscience, should not be abridged any more than
necessary. The integrity of a person depends on
that. Some groups have gone so far as to establish
isolated settlements where they can live according
to their standards with as little outside interference
as possible. Many years ago, for example, the
Shakers did just that.
But most of us are able to manage in a multicultural society surrounded by many value sets.
In fact, the apostolic mandate given by Jesus to
His disciples requires us to do so. Yet, why does it
seem more difficult for us Christians in the United
States today? Why do we feel like we’re swimming
upstream? Why do we have SB 1564?
My sense is that the people, who hold what
might be referred to as “liberal” values, have simply
attained a stronger position in the tug-of-war that
goes on in society. It was not so many years ago that
more “conservative” values had the advantage — and
those who held them did not extend much latitude
to people who saw things differently. Still, one might
expect the liberals to be, well, more liberal.
Abortion, though, has become a total blind spot
for those who advocate it as a right. For them,
conscientious objection has no place. No doubt,
feminism and the sexual revolution are the underlying
forces. Some, including a current candidate for
president, even advocate that the government pay
for abortions, something they do not advocate for
organ transplants or even childbirth.
So, what do we do? First, keep our own
consciences clear. We need to know the truth about
abortion and hold to it firmly. Second, speak and
act to protect the sanctity of the unborn child. This
effort cannot be left solely or principally to church
leaders and right-minded politicians. Third, pray for
the softening of the hearts and minds of those who
do not comprehend the “other side” of the abortion
issue. The Blessed Mother and, now, Saint Teresa of
Kolkata can be powerful advocates.
October is Respect Life Month. It’s a good time
to get started. The lives of people depend on it. So
does the freedom of conscience.

ESPAÑOL

OBISPO R. DANIEL CONLON

de derechos, tienen límites.
Por otro lado, nuestros derechos fundamentales,
especialmente el derecho a actuar según nuestra
conciencia, deben no ser abreviados más que
llinois tiene una nueva ley: Senado Proyecto de
necesario. La integridad de una persona depende
ley 1564. Fue firmado por el gobernador Bruce
de eso. Algunos grupos han llegado a establecer
Rauner el 29 de julio y entra en vigor el 1 de enero.
asentamientos aislados donde pueden vivir según
La nueva ley requiere que los proveedores
sus normas con poca interferencia externa. Hace
de salud que se oponen al aborto y anticonceptivos,
muchos años, por ejemplo, los Shakers hicieron
incluyendo la esterilización, proporcionen dos cosas a
precisamente eso.
los pacientes que solicitan estos servicios. En primer
Pero la mayoría de nosotros somos capaces de
lugar, los proveedores deben dirigir a estos pacientes
manejar en una sociedad multicultural rodeada de
a los proveedores que ofrecen estos servicios y, en
muchos sistemas de valor. De hecho, el mandato
segundo lugar, deben explicar a los pacientes los
apostólico dado por Jesús a sus discípulos nos
beneficios de estos procedimientos.
obliga a hacerlo. Sin embargo, ¿por qué parece más
difícil para nosotros los cristianos en los Estados
Unidos hoy? ¿Por qué nos sentimos como que
Senado Proyecto de ley 1564 contiene una
estamos nadando contra la corriente? ¿Por qué
gran dosis de ironía y una enorme brecha en la
tenemos 1564 SB?
lógica. La ironía es que la nueva ley intenta por sus
Mi sensación es que la gente, que tiene valores
patrocinadores a mejorar El Acto de Conciencia
"liberales," simplemente ha alcanzado una posición
de derecho de Cuidado de la Salud de 1998,
más fuerte en el tira y afloja que pasa en la
que proporciona protección a los pacientes y
sociedad. Fue hace no tantos años que más valores
profesionales de cuidado de salud que tengan
"conservadores" tenían la ventaja – y no extendían
objeciones de conciencia a recibir determinados
mucha latitud a las personas que veían las cosas
tratamientos médicos o a proveerlos.
diferentemente. Aun así, uno podría esperar que los
¿La brecha en la lógica? ¿Cómo puede alguien
liberales sean, pues, más liberales.
Vivimos en
que objeta al aborto y anticonceptivos,
El aborto, sin embargo, se ha convertido
sociedad y,
particularmente esterilización, ser requerido
en un punto ciego total para aquellos que
por lo tanto,
a dirigir a alguien a otro proveedor e
lo defienden como un derecho. Para ellos,
ninguno de
incluso explicar los "beneficios" de estos
la objeción de conciencia no tiene lugar. Sin
nosotros tiene
ORAR!
procedimientos? Exigir a alguien que
duda, el feminismo y la revolución sexual
un derecho
POR
explique los "beneficios" de lo que sea
son las fuerzas subyacentes. Algunos,
absoluto para
LOS NIÑOS
NO NACIDOS
cuando piensan que es malo o dañina es una
incluyendo un candidato actual a la
actuar como
tontería. (¿Te imaginas una ley que requiere
Presidencia, incluso abogan que el gobierno
creemos que
almaceneros vegetarianos a decirle a los clientes
pague por abortos, algo que no abogan por
deberíamos.
donde puede comprar carne o cuáles son los
trasplantes de órganos o incluso el parto.
Todos
beneficios de comer carne?)
Así que, ¿qué hacemos? En primer lugar,
nuestros
(Es importante tener en cuenta que la Conferencia
mantener nuestra propia conciencia clara. Tenemos
derechos,
Católica de Illinois, que representa a los obispos
que conocer la verdad sobre el aborto y mantener
incluso los
católicos, tomó una posición "neutral" en 1564 de
firmemente a él. En segundo lugar, hablar y actuar
definidos en
SB. El CCI trabajó detrás de las escenas para una
para proteger la santidad del niño no nacido.
la carta de
versión anterior de la legislación, y para que no
Este esfuerzo no puede dejarse exclusivamente o
derechos,
pueda oponerse públicamente a la versión final).
principalmente a líderes de la iglesia y políticos.
tienen límites.
La mayoría de los americanos estarían de
En tercer lugar, orar por el ablandamiento de
acuerdo que todos los ciudadanos deben ser
los corazones y las mentes de aquellos que no
capaces de actuar según los dictados de su
comprenden el "otro lado" de la cuestión del
conciencia, especialmente sus convicciones
aborto. La Santa Madre y, ahora, Santa Teresa de
religiosas, a menos que el hacerlo perjudicaría a
Calcuta pueden ser poderosas defensoras.
otra persona. Vivimos en sociedad y, por lo tanto,
Octubre es el mes del Respeto a la Vida. Es
ninguno de nosotros tiene un derecho absoluto
un buen momento para empezar. La vida de las
para actuar como creemos que deberíamos. Todos
personas depende de ella. Lo mismo ocurre con la
nuestros derechos, incluso los definidos en la carta
libertad de conciencia.

I
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YOUR
COMMUNITY

LOCAL NEWS

Prayers Offered for
Peace at Sacred Heart
Parish in Joliet
In an effort to unite people
to pray for peace, almost 100
people gathered for a prayer
service at Sacred Heart Parish
in Joliet on Sept. 9 as part of
the U.S. Bishops request for a
Day of Prayer for Peace in Our
Communities. The bishops are
encouraging Catholics around
the country to pray, reflect and
discern action steps to stem the
recent incidents of violence and
racial tension in communities.
In attendance at the prayer
service were parishioners and
people from the local community;
the pastor, Father Willam Dewan;
the Sacred Heart choir; Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph Siegel; and Bishop
R. Daniel Conlon, who offered a
blessing at the end of the service.
In his comments, Bishop Siegel
referred to the recent killings
of African-American men by
police officers and other acts of
violence as “a source of great
pain, sadness and anger” for
Americans.
“The tragic events of … the past
year remind us that our nation
has a long way to go in rebuilding
relationships between people of
different races, ethnicities and
economic classes,” Bishop Siegel
said. “As Catholics, as children
of God who are members of the
same human family, we share
the pain, grief and anger of the
families, friends and communities
involved in these tragedies.”
Bishop Siegel noted that
the day of the prayer service
coincided with the Feast of St.
Martin De Porres, the patron
saint of interracial justice, and
asked for his intercession so “that
4

PHOTOS BY KEN SPIEGEL

Eucharistic procession of local parishes on Sept. 11
A Eucharistic procession was held on Sept. 11 in Joliet, involving parishioners
from Holy Cross and St. Mary Nativity Parishes and Holy Cross Polish Highlanders
and St. Mary Nativity Knights of Columbus, all of whom processed with the Blessed
Sacrament in the monstrance carried by parish priests, Father Ron Neitzke, pastor, and
Father Julian Kaczówka, S.Chr., under a canopy and flanked by altar servers. Catholic
Boy Scouts joined in, carrying the flag, while participants also carried religious items,
singing songs, reciting litanies and prayers. The procession was one of many weeklong events in honor of the feast days of the parishes.

Christ is our Hope | OCTOBER 2016 | WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG

LOCAL NEWS CONTINUES ON PG. 22

INSIDE

October

16

COV E R STO RY

T H E S TO RY B E H I N D
THE MEMORIAL OF
MOURNING MONUMENT
AT S S . P E T E R A N D PAU L
PA R I S H C E M E T E RY

12

18

YOUR FAITH

YOUR STORIES

YOUR STORIES

6 C AT H O L I C L I F E

8 A S K T H E P R I E ST

16 SPECIAL REPORT

A Spritiual Life

The Familiy that Prays
Together, Stays Together

Catholics and Voting

7 SPECIAL NEEDS

Helping Families with
Special Needs Children

Good Catholics
immerse themselves in
politics by offering the
best of themselves so that
the leader can govern.”

18 PRO-LIFE

Help Along Life's Journey

Building a Culture of Life
Through Education

10 REFLECTION

2 0 C A M PA I G N

Living With the End in
Sight

Catholic Parishes Advocate
for Nutrition Funding
during Letter-Writing
Campaign

9 C AT H O L I C C H A R I T I E S

11 REFLECTION

A Story of the Lost –
and Found – Daughters

21 ECUMENISM

A Spotlight on Ecumenism

C OV E R
P H OTO
by Carlos
Briceño.
It shows
Father
Thomas
Milota,
pastor at
Ss. Peter and
Paul Parish,
Naperville,
and Sean
McMahon.

- POPE FRANCIS
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YOUR LIFE

A Spiritual Life
CATHOLIC
LIFE

Story by Father
John Welch,
O.Carm.,
who is on the
Board of Members
at Joliet Catholic
Academy.
He assists on
weekends at Holy
Family Parish in
Shorewood.
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spiritual life is a life attentive to God’s Spirit in us.
A spiritual life requires an interior life. And the
heart of an interior life is the practice of prayer.
Prayer nurtures our relationship with God.
The noise of life often makes
an interior life difficult. Social
media and news headlines keep
us distracted. We are tugged
and pulled by a myriad of
preoccupations.
The challenge of a spiritual
life is to have one center. We
have many centers pulling and
fragmenting us. God is not
simply one center among many
centers. God is the center that
orders all other centers and
prioritizes them. Having God at
the center of our lives reduces all
other gods to mortal status and
relative importance. They are no
longer fragmenting idols.
In prayer, God speaks first.
God spoke us into life and
continues to speak us. We, on
our part, are hearers of God’s
word. We listen and try to learn
who we are, the word that God
speaks, and we want that word
to stand forth. We want to sing
our song, to compose the words
and melodies of our lives in
collaboration with God.

The discipline of prayer
Prayer requires discipline.
Some distance from the noise
of our life is necessary to hear
God’s “gentle whistle.” The
discipline of prayer does not
require extensive periods of
solitude, nor long hours of prayer.
A life of prayer can be lived in
the midst of family concerns and
work demands.
Solitude is more a discipline
of the heart. I enter, close the
door for a period of time, and
am quiet. “Be still, and know that
I am God” (Psalms 46:10). Even a
minute of silence can be quite
long. We open space in our lives
for God’s approach.
St. Teresa of Avila described
prayer as conversation with
a friend. But we don’t always
have to talk with a friend. Our
presence itself is communication.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta
recommended: “To be alone
with Him, not with our books,
thoughts, and memories
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but completely stripped of
everything, to dwell lovingly in
His presence — silent, empty,
expectant, and motionless” (“No
Greater Love,” 9).
Even with exterior silence, we
still may have interior noise. It
may take time to let noise settle
down so we are available to
God. We need regular routine
to carry us past emotional
highs and lows and through
boredom and dryness. Constancy
and routine can move us past
surface distractions to a sense of
presence.
There is no one way to pray.
But all “methods” should lead
us to an awareness of God’s
presence, with a willingness to
hear God’s Spirit speaking in us.
All of our words are an attempt to
say the one Word, which is God’s.
As we become more available to
God, we become more available
to our brothers and sisters with
compassion and love.
A spiritual life helps sustain
community. When members
of a community each have
a relationship with God at
the center of their lives, the
community can hold together
and bridge differences. We meet
one another in that quiet center.
Here we find a deeper level of
relationship as friends, spouses,
families, religious communities.
Relating to others in the
silence of our hearts need not be
confined to present relationships.
We can be present to friends and
relatives from the past. We can
attend to people we have never
met but whose lives speak to
us and call on us. A spiritual life
transcends time and place and
incorporates a wide community
of love. Pope Francis reminds
us that, while we will remember
people as they were, we also
want to remember them as they
are now. We live in a communion
of saints.

SPECIAL NEEDS

HELPING FAMILIES WITH SPECIAL NEEDS' CHILDREN
Catholic parishes in the southern part of the diocese are hoping to hear from families who
have children with special needs, so religious education personnel at Maternity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Bourbonnais and St. Patrick Parish of Wilton Center have teamed up to sponsor
a listening session on Oct. 15 from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Parish in Manteno.
“After hearing many speakers
on working with children
with special needs, we were
reminded that there are many families
that have walked away from the church
because of their children having special
needs and many of our programs not being
equipped to help,” said Jessica Dickson,
the coordinator of religious education at
St. Joseph’s Parish in Manteno. “We are
hoping to find the families in our area that
have children with special needs and listen
to their stories to find out how we can best
meet their needs.”
The invitation extends to all parents and
their children with mild issues to severe
disabilities, from the ages of five until 18, and
also for those people who are over 18 and
have not received their sacraments, as well.
The hope is that, by getting some sense
of what the families and children need,
leaders of the parishes in the southern
part of the diocese can make plans to help
starting in January of 2017.
“Our plan for January will be based on
our meeting in October,” Dickson said.
“Because we don't know ‘who’ we will be
serving, we don't have a firm program/

STORY BY
CARLOS
BRICEÑO

plan set. This will be the next step after our
October meeting.”
Dickson added that this initiative to
help families with special needs may be
uncharted territory for many of those
involved, but she used a phrase that Jesus
used to say in the Bible, which was also a
phrase that Saint John Paul II used to say
many times, too: “Do not be afraid.”
“ ‘Do not be afraid,’ ” Dickson said. “This is
what we want to say to the parents. This may
be a new adventure for their child and their
family, but we want them to know not to be
afraid and to have faith to allow us to work
with them. This is new for us also so we will
be walking this path right alongside them.”

In Other News
In other news relating to the special
needs’ community, St. Joseph’s Parish in
Downers Grove, for the first time, held a
Mass on Oct. 2 at 11 a.m. with the goal of
greater inclusion and outreach to those
with special needs in the community.
Father John Phan, St. Joseph’s pastor,
understands and supports the need for
special needs’ children and their families
to be more integrated into the parish

community, according to Marisa
Tompkins, who wrote about her
family, which includes a daughter
with Down syndrome, in the June
2015 issue of Christ is our Hope
magazine.
In an interview, Tompkins, a
parishioner at St. Joseph’s, said
she and other families at the
parish want to build “positive
awareness” for people with
special needs.

Around the Diocese
“We in the diocesan curia are
so happy to see parishes stepping
up their efforts to reach and
serve those with disabilities,” says
Joyce Donahue, of the Religious
Education Office, who has served
as diocesan contact for special
needs since 2005. “Initiatives like
these are a direct result of the
diocese’s continuing advocacy for
parishes to include persons with
disabilities and their families in
parish life, especially in religious
education and sacrament
preparation. Our Catholic
communities are richer when they
include and value everyone.”
On Oct. 2, the 29th Annual
Bishop’s Mass with Persons of
Disabilities was held at Holy
Family Parish in Shorewood. And,
during the summer, the Religious
Education Office sponsored
summer workshops to assist
parish leaders by providing tools
and strategies for working with
children and youth with disabilities,
such as ADHD, autism and other
cognitive disabilities. The office
currently provides a specialized
consultant, Madonna Wojtaszek
Healy, to work with parish leaders
and catechists as needed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
on the Oct. 15 meeting at St. Joseph Parish in
Manteno, contact Roberta Stauffenberg from St.
Patrick Parish at 815.478.3440 or stpatscre@yahoo.
com or Maria Pallissard from Maternity BVM at
815.933.8285, ext. 226, or mpallissard@mbvm.org
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YOUR FAITH
FROM RECENT POPES
ON THE ROSARY:

DOLLARPHOTOCLUB©

The Family that
PRAYS Together,
STAYS Together

W

hen I was at the University of Illinois, I lived for a semester in a
house for men who were very intentionally and vigorously trying
to live out the Catholic faith. Since I had recently returned to the
faith, there were many practices that they had which I did not understand. I had
vaguely heard of them, but never really had seen them in regular practice. In the
morning, after a half hour of silent prayer, we would all go to daily Mass, then
classes or work. There was an effort to get back to the house for lunch, followed
by a brief visit to the chapel. In the evening, we always ate dinner together, then
chatted for a bit to catch up, then concluded by praying the rosary together.

ASK THE
PRIEST

Story by
Father Michael
Pawlowicz, a
parochial vicar
at St. Matthew
Parish, Glendale
Heights

8

I had always thought that the
rosary was a prayer for pious
church ladies, but not for collegeaged men. How I was wrong!
Praying the rosary with these
men every night has become one
of my fondest memories from
that house. The men had the
habit of walking around the first
floor while praying – almost as
though they were taking a walk
with Mary. One would hear from
around corners or down hallways,
“Hail Mary, full of grace …” and
from every corner of the house
would ring out “Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for us sinners …”
It was as if we were inviting
Mary into every corner of the
house, every dark spot, into the
living room, the kitchen, the
entryway. We knew where each
man was in the house according
to his voice, “Holy Mary!” It was
praying the rosary together – in
this way – that helped me feel like
I was not simply a guest in their

house, but a brother among them.
There are many families that
have a similar experience. There
are many people in the house, but
in the morning everyone leaves
to work, to school, to do errands,
etc., and sometimes they do
not get back until some point in
the evening. People eat quickly,
then it’s off to something else.
As much as they wish otherwise,
many families do not have a lot
of unity and are searching for
ways to keep their families united
and strongly tied together. Since
October is the Month of the
Rosary, perhaps the family rosary
might be a good start. Father
Patrick Peyton, also known as
the Rosary Priest, was famous for
saying that “the family that prays
together, stays together.”
In the house at U of I, this only
worked because we had made a
decision to put Jesus at the heart
of the house. Of course, there
were meetings and sports games
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•L
 eo XIII: Supremi Apostolatus
Officio Encyclical (1883);
Lucunda Semper Expectatione
Encyclical (1894);
Adiutricem Populi Christiani
Encyclical (1895)
• Pius XII: Ingruentium Malorum
Encyclical (1951)
• Paul VI: Christi Matri
Encyclical (1966), Marialis
Cultus, an Apostolic
Exhortation (1974)
• John Paul II: Rosarium Virginis
Mariae, an Apostolic Letter
(2002)

and clubs and other activities that
could have gotten in the way. It
was not always an easy decision,
but we made the decision to
not do other things from 6-7:30
every night so that we could eat
together, share together and pray
together.
October could be for you a
“month of family unity.” Sit down
with your husband or wife. Talk
about what is lacking in the
family; what you two could do
together to work on it. Ask your
kids how they would like to see
the family more united – and
actually listen to them. They are
members of the family, too. Begin
to pray together. If it is too much
to start with the whole family,
begin just as a couple. Involve
your children as they can and
begin to build a tradition. Maybe
before dinner, maybe after. Maybe
in the morning before school drop
off and buses. Be creative. Make
it work.
In many ways, the rosary of
Mary has become the badge
of Catholic devotion. Mary is
the Mother of all Christians and
the Queen of the family. She
protects us and works to make
us one in unity and communion.
Take this month to build up your
relationship with the Mother of
God, with the rosary and with
your family.

Story and
photography by
Maggie Snow

Help Along
Life’s Journey
N

early 20 years ago, Lisa first sought help from
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet. She was
recently divorced, struggling with multiple
sclerosis, and her young son was showing signs
of anger. Determined to help her son and improve
their lives, Lisa began seeing Mary Novak, a Catholic
Charities counselor.
“I wasn’t taking care of myself before that point,” Lisa admitted. “I
was 100 percent focused on my son and my home.” So, Lisa began the
hard work to slowly rebuild, with Mary’s guidance.
As Lisa has evolved and changed over the years, she continues to
participate in counseling because she finds it such an important tool
along the journey of her life. Her hard work has been very rewarding.
“Eventually, I became my own person again,” she said.
Today, Lisa works two jobs that she enjoys and has an active social
life. Multiple sclerosis will always be something that impacts her life,
but Lisa is coping with it well. She believes that her sessions with Novak
have made a huge difference and continues to see her regularly.
“Lisa is a wonderful woman,” Novak said. “As therapists, we help
each client recognize his/her own qualities of greatness and, hopefully,
empower them to move forward on their emotional journey with hope
and strength.”
Mary was able to help Lisa recognize and utilize her personal
strengths as a catalyst for change.
“Her story is a great example of someone who is moving forward and
constantly discovering the beauty in each day,” Novak said. “Despite
suffering many hardships, Lisa
continues to focus on helping
others and appreciating the
support she gets from friends.
She is highly motivated to
continue to be independent
and to grow emotionally.”
Lisa feels fortunate to have
Mary’s support. “If it wasn’t for
Mary and Catholic Charities,
I wouldn’t be where I am
today."

YOUR FAITH
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, provides
outpatient counseling throughout the diocese.
Offices are located in Lombard, Joliet, Morris,
and Manteno.

Types of counseling offered:
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS
Provides individual and family counseling for
youth and their families. Staff is trained in a variety
of specialties to intervene with children who
experience emotional and behavioral challenges.
COUPLES COUNSELING
Offers marital therapy and pre-marriage
evaluations and counseling.
ADULTS
Provides help for adults who are coping with
anxiety; depression; life transitions; loss and
bereavement; interpersonal difficulties; and
developmental disabilities.
FAMILY COUNSELING
Offers family counseling in conjunction with child
and adolescent counseling.
SENIORS
Provides counseling for seniors who are facing life
transitions, which may include physical, financial,
and emotional factors. We accept Medicare Part B
coverage.
 COUNSELING GROUPS
See catholiccharitiesjoliet.org for more information
about the active groups for adults and children.
MEDIATION
Offers a way for two parties to come together with
a neutral mediator to ensure everyone’s needs are
met, especially those of any children who may be
impacted by life events, including divorce.
S CHOOL COUNSELING
Provides counseling services within schools
throughout the Diocese of Joliet.
Special accommodations can be made to
individuals and families who are
struggling financially and who qualify for
services at a reduced fee. Most insurance
is accepted, including Medicaid and
Medicare.

For more information about
Catholic Charities’ counseling
services, including a biography
of each counselor, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
To schedule an appointment,
call 815.730.4891.
9

YOUR FAITH
REFLECTION

Living with the End in Sight
had spent my entire summer preparing for this. The day of the
City Meet had arrived, when young swimmers from Nashville
compete at the Sportsplex for the last swim meet of the summer.
As an eight-year-old, I was very excited and overwhelmed by the
vast crowd of swimmers, the three large pools, and the bleachers packed
with cheering fans. All summer I had practiced and trained in order to be
the fastest in the water. I was ready.
Story by
Sister Emma, OP,
a member of the
Dominican Sisters
of St. Cecilia,
who teaches at
St. Jude Catholic
School in Joliet
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I swam so fast that I set a new record in the city
for the eight and under division and placed third
runner up overall, making me the third fastest
swimmer in my division that summer!
Something I read recently brought this
childhood memory to mind. I remembered it as
I was studying a section of the great theological
work, the “Summa Theologica,” written by the
Dominican Saint Thomas Aquinas. The part I was
reading had to do with man’s last end. Though we
do not usually use those exact words, “man’s last
end,” at various times I think we all ponder the
end or purpose of our lives. “Why am I here?” St.
Thomas helps us begin to answer the question by
writing that, “although the end be last in the order
of execution, yet it is first in the order of
the agent’s intention.” In other words,
St. Thomas is saying that, once we
answer the question, “Why am
I here?” we will act, think, and
speak with that end in mind.
Once we have a goal, then we
use the powers of our mind
and will to help us get there.
I used the example of my
preparing for and winning
a swim race, because
competitive sports provide
a good example for what St.
Thomas is trying to teach us. I had
the intention to win the race months
before I ever executed it by diving into
the pool that day. In any competitive
sport, the end or purpose is to win.
To achieve this end, athletes make
decisions about exercise, nutrition,
and recreation that will help them
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reach their goals. They even deny or give up good
things that might stand in their way of attaining it.
This has great implications in our spiritual lives.
All human beings desire to be happy. God created
us this way. Unfortunately, many today settle
for things that provide only a superficial kind of
happiness. As Christians, we enjoy the good things
of this world, but we know our ultimate happiness
is found with God in heaven. If God is our end or
goal, then our thoughts, words, and actions ought
to be ones that help us achieve this end.
Now, we can’t always be thinking directly
about God and heaven. Otherwise, how will the
laundry get done or the bills get paid? But, just
like athletes who train and exercise their muscles,
we train and exercise our spiritual muscles
by practicing virtues like patience
and kindness, justice and prudence
as we set about doing routine
things, such as tending to the
laundry and going to work.
These and all the many
activities of our day are
like the “sports events” we
participate in as we strive
to win the trophy – heaven.
As Christians, we live with the
end always in sight. St. Paul
encourages us on when he writes
in his first letter to the Corinthians:
“Do you not know that the runners in
the stadium all run in the race, but
only one wins the prize? Run so
as to win. Every athlete exercises
discipline in every way. They do it
to win a perishable crown, but we
an imperishable one.”

YOUR FAITH
REFLECTION

Story by
Deacon Mark
Armamentos,
a parishioner
at St. Jude in
New Lenox

A Story of the Lost –
and Found – Daughters

E

arthly fathers, and mothers, and inlaws, and friends are all flawed, and
some can be much more so than others.
But even a good father, or mother, or
in-law, or friend, can never be anywhere
near as good to us as God can be.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
and to find
a retreat in
your area, visit
rachelsvineyard.org

A few years ago, God was blessed by having a
number of earthly daughters. Theses daughters
came from different families and grew up under
different circumstances but they all had at least one
thing in common. Their Father in heaven loved them
all very much.
As they grew, they each took a different path.
All of them had some joy in their lives and all of
them had some sadness. Like all people, their lives
were like a roller coaster with both ups and downs.
And God was with them all as they ascended with

smiles on their faces and wind in their hair, and He
was with them too when they descended, when
their smiles had disappeared, when their faces were
stained by tears.
As they travelled further along their separate
journeys, each one of these daughters eventually
got into situations that were far away from the
joy that God had desired for them. Each woman
made, or was forced to make a choice, and they
ended up choosing to have abortions, which had
awful consequences that they could not possibly
have foreseen. What had been a roller coaster of
both up and down periods became a life where the
down periods became more numerous, and more
enduring. Relationships with loved ones became
strained and instead of bringing the happiness that
they should, they only magnified the pain that these
daughters shared. Some relationships could not
withstand the ever-present pain that each of these
daughters carried in their hearts.
Each of these beautiful women
tried to treat this wound, to soothe
Deacon
this pain, in different ways but none
Armamentos
of them worked. Most only masked
has shared this
reflection at
the deep hurt. For some of these
several Rachel
women, the pain was at times so
Vineyard
intolerable that they even began
retreats he’s
ministered at
to believe that their lives were no
recently
longer worth living. They all began
to live in a kind of exile — an exile
from joy, an exile into brokenness. Their hearts were
all restless, even desperate, for the healing that each
of them needed more than the air they breathe.
Eventually their separate journeys led them to
the same place, to Rachel’s Vineyard, a weekend
retreat offered twice in the year in the diocese for
those who have gone through abortions, where
true healing could begin. God was delighted!
His daughters had begun their journeys back to
becoming the people He had created them to be:
women who are beautiful and fully capable of loving
others ... and themselves. God, who dwells in all of
us, showed Himself to His daughters in the faces,
hands, and hearts of the Rachel Vineyard’s team.
These messengers all love Jesus, and, because of
this, they all welcomed His precious daughters back
with open arms and without any judgment. Jesus
offers His precious daughters His love and the full
mercy of His forgiveness. They were lost, but now
are found, and all our hearts rejoice with the Lord!
We pray that the Lord dwells in your hearts so that
He may continue healing you completely.
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YOUR
STORIES

ON LEFT:
Sean McMahon,
a parishioner
and Knights
of Columbus
Member (#1369)
at Ss. Peter
and Paul in
Naperville
ON RIGHT:
Father Thomas
Milota, pastor
at Ss. Peter and
Paul Parish,
Naperville
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STORY BY
SEAN MCMAHON

YOUR STORIES
COVER STORY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CARLOS BRICEÑO

THE STORY BEHIND THE

Memorial of Mourning
MONUMENT AT SS. PETER AND PAUL
PARISH CEMETERY

On October 19, 2016, the Memorial of Mourning (in front of the
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto) will have been consecrated 20 years.
Here is the story of how the memorial came to fruition:

In the late 1980s, many Knights of Columbus
councils throughout the country and Canada started
building memorial sites for the unborn.
This was a direct result of one very pragmatic
need that went overlooked. Women and men who
needed to grieve had no place to go to mourn the
loss of their child. Place is necessary for healing. We
need a means of connection to the lost lamb.
This lack of place resonated with many councils,
and the need was becoming more evident. How can
we mourn without a place since so many children
lost to abortion were just dumped or disposed of,
never to be seen again? How do we memorialize
these lost lambs? How do we memorialize them so
that they are not forgotten?
This is the heartbreaking part of abortion loss,
and it compounds and deepens within the grieving

parent. It is like a bad dream that never ends and
only gets worse without God's forgiveness and the
Holy Spirit's light to dispel the darkness.
How could a man or woman grieve without a place
to go to?
My story begins in 1994. Birthright, a pro-life
pregnancy resource center, moved into my office
building on the same floor. They collected diapers,
provided education and baby belongings for
mothers who decided to carry their children to term.
Birthright told me that many women did not
even understand what was going on within their
own bodies. Despite being on a shoestring budget,
relying completely on Divine Providence to fund
their efforts, they provided medical checkups that
made all the difference to these young mothers.
They were mothers to these young women.
13

Memorial of Mourning Design

I met Donna Ryan and Karen Stumph, who
told me stories of how little things like the lack
of having a place to stay or having enough baby
clothes sometimes was the only thing preventing an
expectant mother from keeping their child.
I also became aware of the pressure that many
young women were under to abort the child as
a "mistake." Soon, I was introduced to Elizabeth
Verchio, who was with an organization called Victims
of Choice and who later asked me to lead the
process to build a place where the mothers that are
part of the post-abortive healing process could go
and visit where their child could be remembered.
Elizabeth and her organization developed a 10step program for women (and a few men) to come
to grips with the mourning and loss and provided
a path towards healing. Many others, such as the
Elizabeth Ministry, counsel post-abortive women
through these kinds of processes, taking the time to
work with these women.
Later on, a visit to the monument was usually the
last step in their healing process (step 10) for these
organizations.
The mass media often paints a picture where a
trip to an abortion clinic is seen as a visit on a sunny
day where "health" is dispensed. The reality is this
experience destroys many women’s lives – unless
they go through a healing and forgiveness process.
This is at the root of what the memorials are all
about: Healing and forgiveness. First a person needs
to reconcile with God before the healing occurs.
14
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In designing this place for people to go and seek
forgiveness and consolation, we wanted to make
sure that the memorial showed the incompleteness
of pregnancy, the "hole” or loss in the womb, and
our loving God's forgiveness in upholding this
"seemingly lost" child in eternity. We wanted the
grieving woman or man to experience that the child
was not lost and that they could be forgiven. Your
child is now with God and not lost.
God's identity as Father and Creator became a
theme, and if you look at one side of the memorial
monument, it shows the dedication to the lives of
the women and children lost through the abortion
decision.
On the other side, you see the Isaiah 49:15-16
verses that says: "I will not forget you. Behold, I have
inscribed you in the palm of my hand."
The incompleteness of the pregnancy was
symbolized by the incomplete circle, and the
uplifting of the fetus by God's hand is evident. The
hand was modeled and rendered by my wife, Susan
McMahon. We wanted to show how God, through
our Lord Jesus, fills the emptiness and supports you.
The plot that was donated by the Diocese of
Joliet’s Catholic Cemeteries Office happened to be
in front of the Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto that was
built by the Knights of Columbus members who
returned from France after World War I. The color of
the monument symbolized the transcendence from
darkness with wisps of light streaming through with
the hope that light brings from above. Many people
grieving due to the loss of their child live in darkness
for many years.
We were fortunate that an artist at the cemetery
donated her time and crafted this "mural" from
an etching pen for granite, and it was polished to
perfection to fashion this beautiful creation.
When women are ready for the final step in a
number of healing organizations, the grieving person
is touched by the monument's purpose due to their
new-found readiness to be forgiven. Readiness
happens in its own time. Sinners need to reconcile
with God with the help of this process. Sacramental
confession is necessary for Catholics.

Memorial of Mourning Complications
Once we submitted the design to the contractor at
Catholic Cemeteries, many things went wrong.
It has been my experience that a certain amount
of suffering is part of doing the Lord's work for the
safety of His lambs. I cannot explain it other than to
tell you that, even the simplest things that revolve
around even saving one life, is obstructed by the
devil since it is ultimately a battle for souls. I figured

out some time ago that these impediments to doing
pro-life work were well beyond coincidental. This
was true in dealing with aspects of the memorial,
because the date of the dedication and blessing of
the monument had to be changed several times due
to obstacles that arose at times.
For instance: a storage facility burned to the
ground, destroying the equipment needed for our
dedication. I was told that everything was lost
except the Memorial of Mourning monument, which
was standing against the wood wall, completely
untouched by the flames.

many from coming forward to be healed. Always
remember this. These are the moments that matter
in life. Be there to witness what you can. You do not
need to be perfect, just human. God and you will
work on your holiness.
The day of the dedication and consecration,
we had a procession for a service at Ss. Peter
and Paul, where both Protestants and Catholics
sang and listened to the Word of God. There
were several priests available to hear confessions.
There were also Protestant ministers there for the
various congregations. About 150 people were in
the procession from the Church to and from the
cemetery.
After the litany and the blessing of the monument,
Father Thomas Milota, a parochial vicar at the parish
Just before the date of the consecration of
at the time and now its pastor, then recited and
the memorial, I met a guy who asked to talk to
sang a beautiful litany. Then each mother, mourner
me privately. I did not know him, but he needed
and relative of someone impacted by abortion
someone to confide in. He made me aware
(miscarriages and others) picked up a single
of what it was like to live the life
rose from a basket and placed it at
of someone who regretted the
the foot of the memorial base and
decision of being part of an
made the sign of the cross.
abortion, giving me insights
Exactly 72 roses were
into the personal hell he
placed at the foot of the
was experiencing. Living
monument. Many people
without God in isolation
started sobbing. Then,
"We wanted to
kills one's spirit.
Father Milota asked
show how God,
I told him to see a
those there to write
through our Lord Jesus,
Catholic priest to work
on a small index card
through the forgiveness
the name (or intended
fills the emptiness and
aspects, and then it
name of the child) lost
supports you."
became clear to me:
to abortion, either their
we need to hear the cry
loss or someone else’s.
for help and then move
The cards were attached
people to seek forgiveness
to 72 balloons, and then
and healing.
Father Milota requested
The day before the
that people say or write a
consecration, I was ordering
prayer or thought for the child
roses and was asked how many
and asked everyone to release
were needed. I did not know how
their balloons simultaneously. At
many people to expect. I picked a
the conclusion, Father Milota then
random number: six dozen, which were to
released a dove in silence, which circled the
be delivered the following day. The plan was that
entire group three times before it headed back to
each rose would be dropped at the base of the
its home in Joliet. The man who brought the dove
monument in remembrance of someone lost in an
experienced an abortion loss himself and was deeply
abortion or in memory of a mother who experienced
moved.
a loss.
In the years since the consecration, I learned
On the day of the consecration, a young lady who
that more than 60 replicas of the design of the
delivered the roses said to me, with downcast eyes,
monument at Ss. Peter and Paul now exist across
“I really want to thank you for doing this,” she said.
the country. These memorials are inspiring hope and
“You see, two weeks ago, I had an abortion." She
healing in the lives post-abortive women and men.
had asked to deliver the order just to meet me. I
Catholics impacted by abortion only need to make a
invited her to the dedication and told her there was
sacramental confession with a contrite heart to seek
lots of help. She was interested. Shame prevents
forgiveness. Then the healing process can begin.

Memorial of Mourning Consecration
and Blessing

TALK TO
SOMEONE
If you want
to speak to
a priest or
minister about
your journey
back to God,
please contact
any parish
rectory or
the diocesan
Life Office at
815.221.6254
for more
information.

TO
LEARN
MORE
about what
is available
for those
mourning the
loss of a child
throughout the
diocese, go to
dioceseof
joliet.org/life
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YOUR STORIES
SPECIAL REPORT

CATHOLICS AND VOTING
the battle for the White House intensifies, each of the major
political parties will certainly be aiming to win the Catholic
vote. With approximately 69.5 million members (more than 20
percent of the total population of the country), the Catholic
demographic is a major prize.
BY DOUG CULP

However, the Catholic vote
is anything but monolithic. In
fact, one of the characteristics
of modern U.S. Catholic culture
seems to be the tendency
to interpret and judge
Catholicism through the lens
of social, economic, political,

PRESIDENTIAL VOTE BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES
For more
information, please
visit the United
States Conference
of Catholic
Bishops' "Faithful
Citizenship" page
at usccb.org/
issues-and-action/
faithful-citizenship
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or environmental ideologies
rather than to interpret and
judge these various ideologies
through the lens of Catholicism.
The unfortunate result is that
the language describing U.S.
Catholicism is replete with
ideological identifiers such as

conservative, liberal, traditionalist,
and progressive; identifiers
that all serve to condition and
distinguish the various brands of
Catholicism from other strains in
the religion.
What remains is a
deeply fragmented and
compartmentalized Catholicism
that stands in stark contrast to
a Catholic worldview that calls
followers to communion. It is a
contradiction that actually clouds
and distorts true Catholicism,
stripping it of meaning and
ultimately relevance.
The United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
in their document, “Forming
Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship,” affirms that, as
citizens, “we should be guided
more by our moral convictions
than by our attachment to a
political party or interest group.
When necessary, our participation
should help transform the party
to which we belong; we should
not let the party transform us in
such a way that we neglect or
deny fundamental moral truths
or approve intrinsically evil acts.
We are called to bring together
our principles and our political
choices, our values and our votes,
to help build a civilization of truth
and love.”

2000

2004

2008

04-08

Bush (%)

Gore (%)

Bush (%)

All voters

48

48

51

48

46

53

10

Catholics

47

50

52

47

45

54

14

White Catholics

52

45

56

43

52

47

8

Hispanics

33

65

33

65

26

72

14

Other minorities

25

69

28

72

21

67

2
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THE CATHOLIC AND
PUBLIC LIFE
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that the
Catholic faithful have an obligation to participate in
promoting the common good. While this participation begins
first and foremost in taking charge of a person’s own areas
of personal responsibility, Catholic citizens “should take an
active part in public life.”
The USCCB echoes the Catechism in labeling responsible
citizenship a virtue and explicitly calling participation in
political life a moral obligation. This obligation finds its root
in the “baptismal commitment to follow Jesus Christ and to
bear Christian witness in all we do.”
However, the political engagement that the Church calls
for is of a different type than what we often experience in
the politics of the day. In place of partisan attacks, battles
between powerful interests, sound bites, and media hype,
the USCCB asks for an engagement “shaped by the moral
convictions of well-formed consciences and focused on the
dignity of every human being, the pursuit of the common
good, and the protection of the weak and the vulnerable.”

HOW TO CAST A VOTE WHEN
NEITHER CHOICE IS RIGHT?

CNA©

All too often, Catholics can feel disenfranchised as no
political party and few candidates fully share the Church’s
commitment to the life and dignity of every human being.
This reality underscores the need to vote according to a
well-formed conscience. However, when
all candidates in a given election hold
positions that promote one or more
intrinsically evil acts (like abortion,
euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately
subjecting workers or the poor to
subhuman living conditions, redefining
marriage in ways that violate its essential
Good Catholics
meaning, or racist behavior), the Catholic
immerse
themselves
voter faces an even more difficult dilemma.
in politics
In such cases, according to the USCCB,
by offering
the voter may “decide to take the
the best of
extraordinary step of not voting for any
themselves so
candidate or, after careful deliberation,
that the leader
may decide to vote for the candidate
can govern.”
deemed less likely to advance such a
- POPE FRANCIS
morally flawed position and more likely to
pursue other authentic human goods.” Put
another way, there is no easy, ready-made answer. Ultimately,
each Catholic must make his or her own decision, preferably
guided by a conscience formed by Catholic moral teaching.
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PRO-LIFE

(l-r) Laura
Kizior
and Mary
Kizior.

Building a culture of

Life

through Education

TWO YOUNG WOMEN ON THEIR JOURNEY
INTO PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
By Laura Kizior
and Mary Kizior,
parishioners at
Ss. Peter and
Paul in Naperville
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“Are you sure you want to put that on
your resume?” The career counselor
pointed to the top entry on my list of extracurricular
activities: Pro-Life Club. My twin sister Mary and I
started the pro-life group on our college campus as
freshmen. It had become an important part of our
lives in college, not only because of the community
that we had helped to build, but also because of the
spiritual and intellectual development that we had
gained as student leaders.
“I hate to say it,” he continued, “but this could hurt
your job prospects.” At the time I laughed, but when
I was unemployed for several months, I began to
think seriously about what the counselor had said.

LAURA
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Maybe he was right. Maybe I should put my beliefs
aside in order to further my career. But I just couldn’t
bring myself to do it.
My passion for the pro-life movement began at the
end of high school when a large Planned Parenthood
was built in Aurora. Before that time, I was pro-life
“in name only” like everyone else. My family prayed
to end abortion, and we donated our pennies on
Respect Life Sunday. I never had any real experience
with the pro-life movement until I went to my first
pro-life protest at the abortion clinic.
When I saw the women going in and out of the
abortion clinic, something inside me changed. I
suddenly understood that I couldn’t call myself pro-

life if I didn’t do anything about it. Abortion wasn’t
just another antiquated moral issue. Those women
were real people who needed real help. That could
be one of my friends. That could be me.
Like my sister, I have always been
passionate about social justice and
wanting to impact the world around me. I always
knew that any procedure which intentionally
destroys the life of a human being is evil, but no one
ever told me that helping end abortion and fostering
solidarity with others was my responsibility as a
human being. Because I lacked basic pro-life
education, I didn’t know how to tell anyone about
my pro-life beliefs.
Laura and I started the pro-life club on our college
campus, not because we knew much about arguing
abortion, but because pro-life issues come up a
lot in college classrooms. We felt we needed to be
prepared to speak on behalf of pre-born children.
Pro-life club was a way of educating ourselves and
our friends on issues like abortion and euthanasia.
In the two years following graduation, Laura and
I struggled to find long-term gainful employment.
We were both attracted to working in education,
yet even after serving for a year as high school and
grade school assistants, we were both unable to see
where God was calling us. Laura and I started to
pray a 54-day rosary novena, begging God to show
us the next step. We were beginning to lose hope.
Toward the end of the novena, a friend called and
asked if we would be willing to take a look at a prolife educational program for grade school and high
school students and give our opinion as both prolifers and educators. I didn’t realize it, but this was
the moment that God was answering our prayers,
calling me and my sister to work for Him in a very
particular pro-life ministry.

MARY

The American Life League’s Culture of
Life Studies Program (CLSP) is a
pro-life education program for students in
kindergarten through high school. Each unit study in
the program is geared to help teachers integrate the
culture of life into their students’ everyday subjects,
such as history and reading. With unit studies and
lessons from the program, teachers can show their
students how to be the next generation of pro-life
leaders and how to evangelize the pro-life message.
We don’t just tell kids that abortion is wrong; rather,
we challenge students to find ways that they can
build respect for every person and abolish abortion
and other threats to human dignity.
Mary and I work with a team of pro-life experts,

LAURA

editors, and educators to create lessons and unit
studies which integrate into everyday school
subjects, such as history, art, and religion. We travel
to Catholic and Christian educator conferences
around the country, showing parents and teachers
how to integrate pro-life values into their homes and
classrooms.
So far, the program has been a success with
parents and teachers. Others think so, as well. In
January, Laura and I were given the chance to
appear on EWTN’s “@ Home with Jim & Joy” to talk
about it.

... GOD IS
THERE WITH

It is frustrating not to know what God
wants for your life, but we need to keep
reminding ourselves that no matter how much we
are suffering at this moment, God is there with us.
His ultimate plan for us is union with Him in heaven.
We just have to be patient through our trials and
trust God to bring us the help we need, when we
need it.
Being a part of a pro-life ministry has taught
me that building a culture of life isn’t the task of a
few special people, but the duty of every human
being. We must constantly ask ourselves, what can
I do to build a culture of life? It can be as simple as
offering to babysit for a single mom, volunteering at
a pregnancy resource center, or helping an elderly
neighbor with yard work. But we can’t just sit by and
do nothing.
Pro-life ministry puts our Catholic faith into
practice. When we believe that every single human
being is created in the image and likeness of God
from the very first moment of conception, we
develop a profound respect for every person and
can begin to love and serve others as Christ calls us
to in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
CLSP has been a blessing to me and my sister, not
only because we are able to work in a ministry that
is helping to enrich our society, but also because
we are changing people’s lives in a very real way.
What I love most about our ministry is hearing from
teachers and families who are using CLSP to build
a culture of life in their communities and seeing a
difference in the lives of their students. It gives me
hope that we can end abortion and euthanasia in our
lifetimes.
If we don’t do something to stop abortion and
other threats to human dignity, who will?

MARY

Editor’s Note: The materials in the program
are solely those created by the American
Life League and do not have any official
ecclesiastical approval.

US. HIS
ULTIMATE
PLAN FOR
US IS UNION
WITH HIM
IN HEAVEN.
WE JUST
HAVE TO
BE PATIENT
THROUGH
OUR TRIALS
AND TRUST
GOD TO
BRING US
THE HELP
WE NEED,
WHEN WE
NEED IT.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
on the Culture of Life
Studies Program, go to
CultureOfLifeStudies.com
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CAMPAIGN
INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING IN 2017?
Please contact Kayla S. Jacobs,
justice and peace coordinator,
at kjacobs@dioceseofjoliet.org
or 815.221.6251

Catholic Parishes Advocate
for Nutrition Funding during
Letter-Writing Campaign

E

arlier this year, Mike Huck, a parishioner at
St. Raphael Parish in Naperville, contacted Kayla S.
Jacobs, the diocesan justice and peace coordinator
with the Office for Human Dignity, to let her know that his
parish was going to hold an Offering of Letters, which is
Bread for the World’s annual campaign to encourage faith
groups to write letters to Congress. This year, letter writers
are urging Congress to provide robust funding for nutrition
among mothers and children so these groups can “survive
and thrive,” the theme of this year’s campaign.

Story by
Patricia Bidar
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“He [Mike Huck] thought it would be great to scale
up the activity by including more Catholic churches
in the Joliet Diocese,” said Jacobs, who was definitely
interested. Huck then put Jacobs in touch with Zach
Schmidt, Bread for the World’s regional staff person
for the Midwest. “Once Zach was involved, things
moved very quickly,” Jacobs said.
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Jacobs contacted every parish in the diocese,
with 11 parishes deciding to participate. “In April, we
held a training to equip representatives from each
parish,” Jacobs explained. “Most were peace and
justice ministry leaders from their churches.”
Catholic Relief Services, the international
humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic bishops,
also made a presentation at the training.
Throughout May, the parishes conducted Offering
of Letters activities. Jacobs and Schmidt organized
a conference call in mid-May so participants could
check in and share their experiences.
During the call, one participant voiced
disappointment that her church’s members had
produced only a handful of letters. The group
encouraged her and suggested a few new strategies
to try.
One parish, St. Anne’s in Oswego,
has a long history of charitable
activities, but advocacy with
Letters
Congress was new to them. In
the end, St. Anne’s parishioners
yielded:
wrote more than 400 letters.
3,000
On June 1, the diocese
held a dinner for all who had
participated. The effort had
yielded 3,000 letters. Schmidt joined Jacobs and
the group to share a meal and discuss the effort. He
described what increased aid would mean to women
and children.
The participant who had been discouraged during
the conference call reported that her renewed
efforts resulted in more than 100 letters. She
brought two of her colleagues with her to the dinner,
where they spoke excitedly about launching a peace
and justice ministry at their church.
“Then we prayed together and blessed the
letters,” Jacobs said. “Zach Schmidt took them
with him to Washington, where they were hand
delivered to congressional offices on the Bread
Lobby Day, June 7.”
Helping women and children is important
because they are the most vulnerable to hunger and
malnutrition. Good nutrition early in life — starting in
the womb — benefits them throughout their lives.
“We’re already looking ahead to how we’ll do the
combined Offering of Letters next year,” Jacobs said.
[This article is used with the permission of Bread
for the World, www.bread.org.]

YOUR STORIES
ECUMENISM

A Spotlight on
“Ecumenism.” Many of us don’t know what the word means, but the concept
should be very familiar. The Nicene Creed we recite at Mass comes from the
First Ecumenical Council held in Nicaea in the year 325. Ecumenism refers to the
effort of building Christian Unity.
Why was this council convened? The Church, then roughly 300 years old, faced internal debates and
heresies that threatened to tear it apart. The Ecumenical Council was called to promote unity within the
Church, and from this council and others the Church affirmed key issues, such as who Jesus is (True God
and True Man), and the reality of the Trinity.
Today’s Ecumenical movement has the same goal — Christian unity — but not necessarily Christian
union; not a watered-down Catholicism, but the breaking down of anti-Catholic views, so we can have a
more vibrant and effective Christian faith.
While it may be God’s will to someday bring all Christians back into a state of union, success at that
level will certainly depend upon the special intervention of the Holy Spirit. Today’s Ecumenical efforts,
strongly supported and led by the Vatican II Council in the 1960s, is aimed at reaching the first step
— Christian unity. Think of it this way: following the Cold War, East and West Germany joined back
together into a single Germany. This is “union.” However, in World War II, the United States and Britain
came together in a state of “unity” to fight a common foe. All the while, America and Britain never
considered becoming a single nation. This is what we mean by unity.
So, why is Ecumenism critical, especially now?

By Rick Akins,
a parishioner at
St. Michael Parish
in Wheaton, who
is the chairman of
the Ecumenical
Committee of the
Ecumenical Office
of the Diocese
of Joliet and the
author of a recent
book called
“Fundamentally
Catholic.”

The Vatican II Council maintained three vital reasons
for the drive for Christian Unity:
•O
 beying Christ. Jesus prayed to the Father (John 17:21) that His followers 		
would be united.
• Reaching the unbeliever with the Gospel. When Jesus prayed for unity in the
Gospel of John, He gave a specific reason. Through our unity, the world will come
to believe the Father sent Jesus as Lord.
• Uniting with other Christians will help us better serve the needs of the world.

There are two other vital needs in the world of 2016:
•A
 Christian Church in unity will have a greater impact on the world politically,
socially and culturally. A divided Christian Church has often been silenced on any
number of issues.
• Our children’s generation live in an increasingly global environment. 		
Christian unity will be an important call for our children to re-commit to the Church.
To support the work of the Diocesan Ecumenical Office, we have put together
an online course to educate Catholics on the process and goals of ecumenism. In
addition, since we will improve as Ecumenists if we understand our own Catholic
faith better, the course provides detailed descriptions of many of the common
challenges anti-Catholic Protestants bring up against the Church. In this program,
you will be able to identify the misunderstandings behind these attacks and the clear
Catholic answers to provide to your family and friends.

The core program of this
“Catholics United with
Protestants” online program
is available for all members of
the Diocese of Joliet through
Christmas of 2016 for only $3
each. Please go to
fundamentallycatholic.com and
click on the “Joliet” button for
more information or to register
for the course.

If you would like to schedule a
live presentation for your Church
or religious group to discuss
Ecumenism and the answers to
questions Catholics often face
from other Christians, please
email your request to
info@fundamentallycatholic.com
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we might receive the wisdom, love
and courage to help rebuild, not just
the neighborhoods of our cities and
towns, but also the relationships that
must exist in any community that is
just and peaceful.”
He concluded his remarks with the
hope that “may we pray together
that God will grace us always with His
presence, so that our broken society
might become whole and that our
minds and our hearts will be open to
peace and reconciliation — and the
vision to see all people as our brothers
and sisters.”
Thomas L. Garlitz, the diocesan
director of the Office for Human
Dignity, was one of those who
attended the prayer service. He
commented on how stirring it was.
“There are prayer services and then
there are Prayer Services,” Garlitz
said. “That evening, I really sensed
something was happening in the
heavens — as Bishop Siegel prayed,
as the Scriptures were read, as the
Sacred Heart choir sang, and as
Father Dewan delivered his powerful
homily, confessing that he was born
into a life of privilege, separated
from the injustices that befall our
brothers and sisters of color. In this
Spirit-filled atmosphere, those of us
in the congregation who were white
could not escape the realization
that to be white in American is to be
born into a set of advantages and/
or immunities available to us on a
daily basis that are beyond those
common to all others. Whether we
are conscious of its presence or not,
this white privilege helps to maintain
the racial hierarchy in this country.
Perhaps it was this honesty that made
our prayers so effective. We knew it
would not be enough to simply gather
for prayer that evening, but that our
prayers must bring repentance from
our sin of racism and lead to action
for racial justice in our parishes, our
communities, our nation.”
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Presence Health Spotlights Delivery
of Compassionate Care in New Ad
Campaign
Presence Health has launched a comprehensive
print, online, social, broadcast, in-hospital and
transit media advertising campaign themed, “This is
Presence.” The campaign has appeared throughout
the Illinois counties served by Presence Health’s 11
hospitals, including Cook, Champaign, Ford, Iroquois,
Kane, Kankakee, Vermillion and Will. The campaign
is at the center of Presence Health’s overall 2016
business strategy to increase the public’s awareness
about what makes the Presence Health hospital system
different from other health care providers by delivering
quality care to the communities it serves.
To authentically convey the power of compassion
through the campaign’s word content and
visualization, Presence Health chose to portray
only real patient and real employee situations from
Presence Health’s over 150 statewide sites of care.
The highlighting of compassionate care moments
underscores Presence Health’s core Catholic health
system mission and commitment to deliver an
exceptional patient experience.

Priests throughout the Diocese to
Participate in a Retreat in Mid October
If you don’t see a diocesan priest around during
Oct. 17-21, no need to fret. It’s highly likely he is at a
retreat sponsored by the diocese.
“Each priest is expected to participate in a spiritual
retreat each year,” said Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Siegel.
“In 2012, Bishop [R. Daniel] Conlon decided, with the
recommendation of the Presbyteral Council, that on the
alternate years from the Priest Convocation, all priests
ministering in the Joliet Diocese would participate in a
retreat together.”
The first Presbyterate Retreat was held in 2014, and,
during these retreats, all Joliet diocesan priests, active
and retired, are expected to attend. Since most religious
communities have their own retreats each year, religious
order priests assigned to parish ministry are invited, but
not required to attend.
“Just as the convocation provides the opportunity for
priests to gather to discuss their common ministry, so
the retreat will offer them time together for prayer and
spiritual renewal,” said Bishop Siegel.
This year’s priest retreat will be held from Oct. 17 to
21 at the University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein.
The director of the retreat will be Msgr. J. Brian
Bransfield, STD, general secretary of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Our Online Degree
and Certificate
Programs in Catholic
Theology offer:
• Pastoral and Theological
preparation
• Fully accredited distance
learning provider
• Supportive advisors who
understand your needs
• Rolling admissions and
monthly start dates
• Tuition Discounts for
parishioners and employees
of the Diocese*
Sherine Green ’12, MA
Assistant Director of Social
Justice, Romero Center

Visit sjcme.edu/Joliet
or call 800-752-4723
for more information.

Educating for life.
*Discounts apply to online programs only

THINGS TO DO

Diocesan Biblical Institute
Offers Tour to the
Holy Land in June 2017
The leader of the Biblical Institute
of the Diocese of Joliet, Dr. Joan
Gorski, and Father Bob Carroll,
from Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Darien, will be leading a
group of pilgrims to the Holy Land
in June 2017. The pilgrims will visit
and pray at the holiest of sites
for Jews and Christians, including
stops at Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
The tour will take place from June
6, 2017 until June 15, 2017. The cost
of the tour: $4,939.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Gorski at dr.jgorski@gmail.com
or call Paul Lynch at 1.800.332.7277

Vocations and Discipleship Conference to
Occur at St. Isaac Jogues Parish on Nov. 15-18
The Diocese of Joliet will host the 3rd annual Called By
Name Vocations and Discipleship Conference from Nov.
15-18 at St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Hinsdale. This conference
aims to lead young people into a deeper relationship with
Jesus and to encourage them to consider God’s call for
their lives. The conference will be comprised of music,
a keynote address by popular Catholic speaker, Jimmy
Mitchell, a question-and-answer session with religious,
priests and seminarians, Eucharistic Adoration, confession,
and more. A highlight of the evening will be a vocations
fair with approximately 30 religious communities present.
Evening events open to the public include:
• High School Night on Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m.
• Religious Education Night (7th- and 8th-grade students)
on Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
• Catholic Family Night on Nov. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

REGISTER
Registration is
available at
dioceseofjoliet.org/cso
Click on
event registrations

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Contact
Anne-Marie Cronin
at 815.838.2181
or acronin@
dioceseojoliet.org
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