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From the Bishop

Pastoral Planning Made Personal

O

ur Diocesan
Pastoral
Council (DPC)
has been
working on a
pastoral plan for two years.
On Nov. 1, at the diocesan
assembly organized by the
DPC, the pastoral plan will
be officially adopted. (The
plan can be viewed on our
diocesan website.)

The plan identifies three key priorities
and suggests a host of practical strategies
for concrete implementation of the
priorities. The key priorities are discipleship,
charity and evangelization. Our diocesan
curia, or staff, and our pastors, with the
help of their parish pastoral councils,
will need to determine in the months
ahead, through a process of prayer and
discernment, how best to move forward.
Obviously, then, the diocesan pastoral
plan has an institutional dimension. But
there is no need to leave it there. Indeed,
the mission that Christ gave to the Church
is to be carried out by every baptized and
confirmed member of the faithful.
Without shortcutting the planning
process, I would like to suggest one
strategy for personally implementing
our diocesan pastoral plan: the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy. For older

Catholics, that is a rather traditional
concept. Yet, it is actually timeless, insofar
as what our Lord expects of His disciples,
and it fits very well with the key priorities
identified in the diocesan pastoral plan.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(#2447) defines the works of mercy as
“charitable actions by which we come to
the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and
bodily necessities.” A customary listing
of the works of mercy is provided in the
United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults, published by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops in
2006. The spiritual works are: counseling
the doubtful, instructing the ignorant,
admonishing the sinner, comforting the
sorrowful, forgiving injuries, bearing wrongs
patiently, and praying for the living and the
dead. The corporal works are: feeding the
hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, sheltering
the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting
the sick and imprisoned, burying the dead,
and giving alms to the poor.
The corporal, or bodily, works of
mercy closely parallel the standards that
Jesus gives in his famous teaching in the
Gospel of Matthew (Chapter 25) about
the king’s judgment at the end of time,
when he will separate the “sheep” from
the “goats.” They most closely relate to
the charity priority of our pastoral plan
and are already common in our personal
and communal activities.
Yet, we can always do more. Pope
Francis has made care for the poor

The Father sent His Son to bring salvation to the
world; they then sent the Holy Spirit to lead all
people to heaven. Now that’s a pastoral plan! The pastoral
plan for the Diocese of Joliet is intended to help realize that
plan here and now, recognizing the concrete circumstances
we face. We will try to give it shape through our various
diocesan offices and through our deaneries and parishes."
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a top priority for himself and, by
extension, for the whole Church. The
“poor,” of course, come in many forms,
as do the opportunities to do works
of mercy for them. Action follows
thought and conviction. So, the call to
corporal works of mercy may require
a better understanding of the Church’s
social teaching and an examination of
conscience in light of that teaching.
The spiritual works of mercy, aligning
most closely with the discipleship
and evangelization priorities, may not
be so common for us, or at least not
thought of as works stemming from
our commitment to Christ, especially
instructing, counseling and admonishing.
(Most of us are quite ready to express
our views!) However, if carried out with
patience and with a commitment to the
salvation of souls, these spiritual works
truly are works of mercy. Here again, we
need to know the truth and examine our
own consciences with regard to it.
The Father sent His Son to bring
salvation to the world; they then sent the
Holy Spirit to lead all people to heaven.
Now that’s a pastoral plan! The pastoral
plan for the Diocese of Joliet is intended
to help realize that plan here and now,
recognizing the concrete circumstances
we face. We will try to give it shape
through our various diocesan offices and
through our deaneries and parishes.
I hope that everyone will find ways
to participate in some of the strategies
that eventually will be adopted. But we
are already each disciples of Jesus and
temples of the Holy Spirit. So, check
out the pastoral plan on our diocesan
website and make your own personal
plan of action. Make the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy your own way
of participating in the mission of Christ
and the Holy Spirit and the
pastoral plan of the diocese.
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon
Christ is our Hope
September 2014

E

n los últimos
dos años,
Nuestro Consejo
Pastoral
Diocesano (DPC)
ha estado trabajando en un
plan pastoral. El primero
de noviembre, en la
asamblea diocesano
organizada por el DPC, el
plan pastoral será adoptado
oficialmente. (El plan se
puede ver en nuestra
página web diocesana.)

El plan identifica tres prioridades
claves y sugiere una serie de
estrategias prácticas para una
implementación concreta de dichas
prioridades. Las prioridades principales
son el discipulado, la caridad y la
evangelización. Nuestra curia diocesana,
o personal, y nuestros pastores, con
la ayuda de sus cónsules pastorales
parroquiales, tendrán que determinar
en los próximos meses, por medio de
un proceso de oración y discernimiento,
como progresar hacia adelante.
Obviamente, pues, el plan pastoral
diocesano tiene una dimensión
institucional. Pero no es necesario
dejarlo así. De hecho, la misión que
Cristo dio a la iglesia es para que sea
llevado a cabo por cada miembro de
bautizado y confirmado de nuestra fe.
Sin reducir el proceso de planificación,
quisiera sugerir una estrategia para
aplicar personalmente nuestro plan
pastoral diocesano: las obras espirituales
y corporales de misericordia. Para
los católicos de mayor edad, si es
concepto tradicional. Aun si, sin medida
al tiempo, es lo que el Señor espera de
Sus discípulos, y cabe muy bien con las
prioridades principales identificadas en el
plan pastoral diocesano.
El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica
(#2447) define las obras de misericordia
como “acciones caritativas mediante los
cuales socorremos a nuestro prójimo en
sus necesidades corporales y espirituales.”
Una lista usual de las obras de misericordia
está proporcionada en El Catecismo
Católica de Los Estados Unidos para
Adultos, publicado por la Conferencia de
Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos

El Padre envió a Su Hijo para traer la salvación al
mundo; ellos entonces mandaron al Espíritu Santo
para guiar a toda la gente al cielo. Eso es al plan pastoral! El
plan pastoral para la Diócesis de Joliet es con la intención de
ayudar a realizar ese plan aquí y ahora, reconociendo también
las circunstancias concretas que enfrentamos. Trataremos de
darle forma a través de nuestras varias oficinas diocesanas y
por medio de nuestros decanatos y parroquias."
en 2006. Las obras espirituales son:
aconsejando a los dudosos; instruyendo a
los ignorantes, advirtiendo a los pecadores,
consolando a los afligidos, perdonando
ofensas, enfrentando males con paciencia,
y orando por los vivos y muertos. Las
obras corporales son: alimentando a los
hambrientos, dando de beber a los que
tienen sed, acogiendo al quien no tiene
hogar, vistiendo al desnudo, visitando a los
enfermos y encarcelados, enterrando a los
muertos, y dando limosnas a los pobres.
Las obras corporales de misericordia
son muy paralelas a los estándares
que Jesús da en su célebre enseñanza
en el Evangelio de Mateo (Capitulo
25) sobre el juicio del rey en el fin del
tiempo, cuando separa las “ovejas” de
las “cabras.” Estos se relacionan más a
la prioridad de la caridad en nuestro plan
pastoral y ya son comunes en nuestras
actividades personales y comunales.
Sin embargo, siempre podemos
hacer más. El Papa Francis ha puesto
como una alta prioridad para el mismo
el cuidado a los pobres, y por extensión,
para toda la iglesia. El “pobre,” por
supuesto, vienen en muchas formas,
al igual que las oportunidades de
hacer obras de misericordia para
ellos. La acción sigue al pensamiento
y la convicción. Entonces pues, la
vocación para las obras corporales de
misericordia posiblemente requiera un
mejor entendimiento de las enseñanzas
sociales de la iglesia y un examen de
consciencia a la luz de esas enseñanzas
Las obras espirituales de misericordia,
que se alinean más cercanamente
a las prioridades del discipulado y
evangelización, tal vez no sean muy
comunes para nosotros, o por lo menos

no se piensa que sean obras derivadas
de nuestro compromiso con Cristo,
especialmente el instruir, el aconsejar
y el advertir. (Muchos de nosotros
estamos muy dispuestos para expresar
nuestros puntos de vista!). Sin embargo,
si se llevan con paciencia y con un
compromiso a la salvación de las almas,
estas obras espirituales en verdad son
obras de misericordia. Una vez más,
necesitamos saber la verdad y examinar
nuestras propias consciencias con
respecto a lo mismo.
El Padre envió a Su Hijo para traer
la salvación al mundo; ellos entonces
mandaron al Espíritu Santo para guiar
a toda la gente al cielo. Eso es al
plan pastoral! El plan pastoral para la
Diócesis de Joliet es con la intención de
ayudar a realizar ese plan aquí y ahora,
reconociendo también las circunstancias
concretas que enfrentamos. Trataremos
de darle forma a través de nuestras
varias oficinas diocesanas y por medio
de nuestros decanatos y parroquias.
Espere que todos encuentren maneras
de participar en algunas de las estrategias
que eventualmente serán adoptadas.
Pero nosotros ya somos discípulos de
Jesús y templos del Espíritu Santo. Así
que, revisen el plan pastoral en la página
web diocesana y hagan su propio plan
personal de acción. Hagan de las obras
corporales y espirituales de misericordia su
forma personal de participar en la misión
de Cristo y el Espíritu Santo y en el plan
pastoral de la diócesis.
Obispo R. Daniel Conlon
Cristo es nuestra
Esperanza
septiembre 2014
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Local News
Catholic School Principal
Raises Money by Riding His
Bike Across Illinois
Kim DesLauriers is the principal at
Immaculate Conception Catholic
School in Morris. Five years ago, he
solicited sponsors for his participation
in the Ragbrai bicycle ride across
the state of Iowa. The income from
these sponsorships was used to help
provide tuition assistance for families
who were unable to afford to pay all
or part of the tuition and fees at the
school. The response to this appeal
was fantastic. Over the past five years,
the school has continued to sponsor
bike rides to help provide scholarships,
as well as curriculum and technology
enhancements. These rides have earned
approximately $160,000.
This summer, he took another trip with
a six-day, 517-mile bike ride across
Illinois in a fundraising effort he called
“Riding for a Reason.”
“Jesus Christ is the reason for Catholic
schools, and the schools should be
available for all families who sincerely seek
a Catholic education for their children,” he
said. “In order to do this, scholarships must
be in place for families unable to pay all of
the school’s tuition and fees.”
He rode from Fort Defiance at
the southernmost point of Illinois to
Downtown Chicago.
“I asked that those supporting Riding for
a Reason provide me with the names of
people that they wish to honor,” he said.
“These names were listed on prayer cards,
and I carried the cards in my bike bag. The
names were listed on the school website. A
summary of each day’s ride was posted on
the school Facebook page.”
To date, the school has collected more
than $27,000 in sponsor fees. This
income is designated for scholarships at
Immaculate Conception School.
“I thank God that I was able to safely
complete this journey and to enlist the
support of more than 200 sponsors in
the process,” he said. “Along the route,
I was also able to meet some wonderful
people. Riding for a Reason was a good
fundraiser that raised the importance of
helping provide Catholic education for
I.C.S. students.”
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providers, said Wilson,
who gave Wirt a tour of
the university’s Cecily
and John Leach College
of Nursing in mid July.
She demonstrated the
college’s simulation and
skills labs. Mr. Wirt also
met with faculty members
and master of science
in nursing students
who were making
presentations at their
annual Scholarship Day.
“I’m so proud and
University of St. Francis Leach College of Nursing Dean
excited
about what my
Carol Wilson explains nursing simulation lab capabilities
wife’s legacy will mean
to benefactor, Leon Wirt, who established a scholarship in
the name of his late wife, Jeanette A. Wirt.
to the future that I could
burst,” said Mr. Wirt.
University of St. Francis
Mrs. Wirt’s estate is from the 210acre Sing Farm property that extended
Receives Endowed Gift
from Black Road to Jefferson Street
and is now a major commercial area for
The care given by nursing students from
Joliet. The farm was begun in 1904 by
the University of St. Francis (USF) so
her parents, Henry and Leora Sing.
impressed Jeanette A. Wirt that she
A passionate lover of music and
endowed a scholarship to ensure that
playing the piano, Mrs. Wirt volunteered
future generations of nurses would
throughout the area, performing at
continue to receive a quality education.
nursing homes and hospitals. Mrs. Wirt
Mrs. Wirt, of Joliet, who died in 2008
was also a regular volunteer at the now
after a battle with cancer, donated more
than $250,000 from her estate to nursing Presence Saint Joseph Medical Center.
“She was just a natural piano player, and
scholarships. “She talked with the nurses
she loved to play polka music on her
and students while she was in the hospital
organ,” Mr. Wirt recalled.
to learn more about their lives and where
The Wirts tragically lost their sons,
they came from,” said her husband, Leon.
Doug, 9, and Dan, 7, in a 1969 auto
“She was all heart. When she came home
accident as the family traveled to visit
from the hospital, she said I want to help
friends, but their love for life and one
the nurses and nursing program.”
another sustained. “We lost our sons,
USF President Arvid Johnson and
but it made us closer,” said Mr. Wirt,
Carol Wilson, dean of the Leach College
who was married to his wife for almost
of Nursing, greeted Mr. Wirt during a
recent visit to the university. “Scholarships 50 years.
The University of St. Francis serves
for our students are critical,” said
3,400 students nationwide, offering
Johnson. “About 96 percent of our
students receive financial assistance. And, undergraduate, graduate and doctoral
with 68 percent of our last freshman class programs in arts and science, business,
education, nursing, health care and social
being the first in their families to attend
work. For information, call 800.735.7500
college, scholarship support is absolutely
or visit www.stfrancis.edu.
essential to their success.”
Nurses are also among the highest
Father Frank K. Vitus Dies
need for professions in our area, added
Johnson. “This is a wonderful legacy
Frank Kenneth Vitus died on Aug. 12.
and a wonderful gift to the future that
He was 65 years old. He was born
Mrs. and Mr. Wirt have provided. It will
on Feb. 7, 1949, in Joliet to Frank B.
support nurses long into the future.”
and Catherine (Dodge) Vitus and was
USF nursing students learn to work with
state-of-the-art technology and equipment, baptized at St. Mary Carmelite Parish in
but also to be ethical and caring health care Joliet. He attended St. Mary Magdalene
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yourlife
Catholic Charities

A New Beginning for Thomas B.

T

homas B. is a client in Catholic
Charities’ New Beginnings
program. New Beginnings
provides permanent supportive
housing to chronically homeless
men with one or more disabilities. Clients
in this program live on the upper floors of
Daybreak Center in Joliet and have their
own rooms (with shared bathrooms and
common area spaces). These individuals
are required to meet with a case manager
and must also participate in budget
management. Thomas is a gifted artist and
musician. He also has a great sense of
humor, which is demonstrated in his story
below, which he wrote.
6
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My name is Thomas. I’m a 59-year-old Lithuanian and a
resident in Catholic Charities’ New Beginnings program. I’ve lived
at New Beginnings since February 2014, and this is my story.
Regrets, I have a few. But then again, too many to mention.
My friend and I mortgaged a nice house in the suburbs
and moved in on Christmas Day 2006. Financial ruin was to
follow! My co-mortgage holder owed money, and I was broke.
A few years after moving in, the property went into foreclosure
proceedings. In the years before eviction, I managed without
running water, and even the gas and electric were turned off.
I struggled, struggled, and struggled
even more. On May 30, 2013, the local
police department politely enforced
The Catholic
the eviction. I thanked them for
Ministries
Annual
their courtesy as I walked out of
Appeal
provides
my house for the last time. I lost
$1.2 million in funding
everything.
every
year for Catholic
Broke, despondent, nowhere to
Charities.
go and no one to turn to, I made my
way to Catholic Charities’ Daybreak
Center for an intake interview and
was accepted as a client. I stayed at the
shelter for the next eight months and two weeks. Like anything
else in life, it had its ups and downs – challenges and rewards.
The most notable challenge was when I was diagnosed with an
extremely painful hernia.
I was also still suffering from the effects of a terrible incident
that occurred in 1998 when I was ambushed and violently
attacked in my own home. My right hand was amputated as a
result of this attack.
Enter my superhero case manager, James Kucer, who helped
me apply for benefits and connected me with community
resources that I was eligible for. Through Kucer’s diligence
and professional expertise, I was approved for monthly SSI
benefits (Supplemental Security Income or SSI benefits pay
benefits to disabled adults and children who have limited
income and resources). But wait, there’s more! Kucer (or as I
call him “Marvel Superhero Case Manager” or “Captain Case
Manager”) was also instrumental in my acceptance into the New
Beginnings permanent supportive housing program. My room
is on the second floor of Daybreak Center. He has also arranged
for me to receive a two-year bus pass!
In conclusion, being an amateur artist and music composer,
I now have again a roof over my head with a monthly income
to “do my thing.” I feel very fortunate and grateful to all at
Daybreak Center!
To learn more about New Beginnings and the other programs and
services provided by Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.
Photography by Maggie Snow

Y O U R

L I F E

Catholic Life

C

Pockets Full of Faith

onfidence is a strength that
everyone admires. I think
true confidence comes from
having faith in yourself. Well,
not so much in yourself, but
in the knowledge that God will fill you with
what you need, when you need it.
Knowing that the Lord supplies, I shouldn’t be afraid. Ever.

"My God will fully supply whatever you need, in
accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 4:19

Fear and weakness, which are the opposites of confidence,
find a voice when faith evaporates. Weakness says: “You can’t do
it,” and fear despairs, “God won’t help you either.”
Faith is essential if I want to live with confidence. Planted
firmly in faith, I can be courageous, no matter what. Faith tells
me that God is with me, and He will equip me. Without faithroots, I’ll wither in the heat of adversity.
A long time ago, I was a young mom sitting at the table paying
bills. I realized that our bank account was very low. I think we
had a couple hundred dollars. That was it.
Approaching my husband with tears in my eyes, I reported
our sorry financial status. I clearly remember that my husband
put his hands on my shoulders, looked me straight in the eye,
and said: “We’re going to be fine.”
I had no idea how that was true, but just hearing him say it
calmed me. That Christmas, we got a generous check from a
family member, and, you know, we were fine.
Through that short episode in our tiny kitchen that day,
I witnessed the powerful connection between faith and
confidence. My husband wasn’t fearless because he had pockets
full of money. He had something much better than that. He
had pockets full of faith. And that faith made him supremely
confident.
He couldn’t see the fix for our financial problem any more
than I could. But the difference between my attitude of worry,
and his attitude of confidence, was faith.
St. Paul says that we will never be given any challenge without
a way to resolve it.
It’s right in the Bible (1 Corinthians 10:13), and Scripture is
not just a collection of fun words and catchy phrases. It’s the
truth. And that truth sets me free from worry.
Anytime I am faced with difficulty, the Lord will give me the
means to overcome it. Whether it’s a financial problem, raising
a difficult child or dealing with gossip at work, none of these
things should defeat me.

"If God is for us, who can be against us?"
Romans 8:31

Rooted in faith, I will rise up in confidence. Yes, then I am
able. With my roots sunk deeply in faith, there is no limit to
what I can do in Christ. Because He is supplying the power.
I’ll stand armed with precious confidence, surrounded by the
love, protection, and grace of my Father.

"I have the strength for everything through Him
who empowers me."
Philippians 4:13

All I’ll need are my pockets full of faith.
St Peter is Walking on the Water
by Lluis Borrassa, 1411-13.

Story by Ceil Ryan D'Acquisto, a parishioner at St. Pius X in
Lombard. Her blog can be read at www.ceilryan.com.
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Special Report

October 2014 Extraordinary Synod

O

n Oct. 8, 2013, it was announced that Pope Francis had convened the
Third Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops to be
held in the Vatican next month, from Oct. 5-19. The theme for the
assembly will be “The Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context
of Evangelization.”

DID YOU KNOW?

Pope Paul VI permanently
established the Synod of
Bishops on Sept. 15, 1965,
in the Apostolic Letter,
Apostolica Sollicitudo, as a
way to provide for frequent,
regular opportunities of the
kind of episcopal collegiality
emphasized during the
Second Vatican Council.

8

The preparatory document for the
Extraordinary General Assembly identifies
the assembly itself as part of a two-stage
itinerary. First, the Extraordinary General
Assembly in October 2014 is tasked with
defining the “state of the question” and
with collecting the bishops’ experiences
and proposals “in proclaiming and living
the Gospel of the Family in a credible
manner.” Then, an Ordinary General
Assembly in 2015 will “seek working
guidelines” in the pastoral care of the
person and the family.
Father Federico Lombardi, director
of the Holy See Press Office, explained
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the convocation of the extraordinary
session clearly indicates the Holy Father’s
conviction “that the Church should
move as a community in reflection and
prayer, and that she takes common
pastoral directions in relation to the
most important points ... under the
guidance of the pope and the bishops.”
He added, “The proposal of particular
pastoral solutions by local persons or
offices carries the risk of engendering
confusion. It is opportune to emphasize
the importance of following a path
in full communion with the ecclesial
community.”

WHAT IS THE
SYNOD OF BISHOPS?
According to Canon Law
(Canons 342-344), the Synod of
Bishops consists of a group of
bishops chosen from different
parts of the world who meet
at fixed times in order to
foster unity, to offer counsel
to the pope in matters of faith
and morals, and to consider
questions related to the activity
of the Church in the world.
The Synod of Bishops
is directly subject to the
authority of the pope and is
not charged with resolving
questions or issuing decrees
about them unless the pope
specifically endows the synod
with deliberative power and
then ratifies the decisions of
the synod.

TYPES OF SESSIONS

The Code of Canon Law
(Canons 345-346) maintains
that the Synod of Bishops can
be assembled in a general
session or in a special session:
A general session treats
matters that “directly
pertain to the good of the
universal Church.” It can be
an ordinary session or an
extraordinary session. The
ordinary session is typically
held every three years.
A special session treats
matters that “directly
pertain to a determinate
region or regions.”

For some great resources on
marriage and family life, visit
the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops website: http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/index.cfm.

THE POPE’S PRAYER REQUEST

In February 2014, Pope Francis issued a letter to families worldwide
requesting them “to pray intensely to the Holy Spirit, so that the
Spirit may illumine the Synodal Fathers and guide them in their
important task.” Earlier, in December 2013, Pope Francis had offered
his own prayer for the success of the Synod to the Holy Family:

“Holy Family of Nazareth,
may the approaching Synod of Bishops
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan.”

THE NEED
The preparatory document states
that the social and spiritual crisis of the
world today is increasingly impacting
the Church’s evangelizing mission as it
concerns the family, which is the “vital
building-block of society and the ecclesial
community.” Consequently, the document
stresses the even greater urgency and
need for the Church’s proclamation of the
Gospel on the Family, which is precisely
the driving force behind the calling for
the Extraordinary General Assembly.
Among the many situations enumerated
in the preparatory document as
demanding the Church’s attention and
pastoral care are:
• The widespread practice of cohabitation;
• Mixed or inter-religious marriages;
• The single parent family;
• A culture of non-commitment and a
presumption of the marriage bond as
temporary;
• Migration and the reformulation of the
concept of family;
• Relativist pluralism in the conception
of marriage;
• The influence of the media on popular
culture in its understanding of
marriage and family;
• Underlying trends of thought in
legislative proposals which devalue the
permanence and faithfulness of the
marriage covenant;
• An increase in the practice of
surrogate motherhood;
• And a weakening or abandonment
of faith in the sacramentality of
marriage and the healing power of the
Sacrament of Penance.

It is opportune
to emphasize
the importance of
following a path in full
communion with the
ecclesial community.”

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
QUESTIONNAIRE
On Nov. 5, 2013, the Holy See
announced that a 39-item questionnaire
would be part of the preparations for the
2014 Extraordinary General Assembly.
The survey, which is no longer open,
sought to assess the attitudes of Catholics
toward relevant Church teachings on
marriage and the family, as well as
cultural and social challenges to those
teachings.
The inclusion of such a survey in
the preparations, and the subsequent
placement of the questionnaire online
specifically by the Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales, caused some
speculation that the Synod of Bishops
would be placing great emphasis on the
current public opinion, or the “polling”
results, in their deliberations. However,
officials have been clear from the
beginning that the synod’s work will be
based on Catholic doctrine and not on
public opinion.
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Pastoral Plan

Recognizing Discipleship, Evangelization
and Charity When You See it
The Diocesan Pastoral Plan, which will be released in November, centers on the
pastoral and ministerial needs of Catholics within the Diocese of Joliet at all levels
of faith and participation. It aims to build community and to strengthen faith.
The overarching priorities of the plan
focus on discipleship, evangelization,
and charity. We hear these words nearly
every day, but we may need a better
understanding of what they mean and
how important they are in our pastoral
efforts. In the new pastoral plan for our
diocese, we attempt to translate these
words into everyday actions.
Catholic discipleship means learning
more about Christ, receiving Him fully
in our lives, and taking seriously our
responsibility to share His love with others.
“To be true disciples of Christ,” says
Pope Francis, “one must stay true to Jesus'
teachings, welcome His Light and profess
our faith beyond our own individualism.
Jesus speaks in the silence of the mystery of
the Eucharist and reminds us each time that
following Him means going out of ourselves
and making our lives not something we
‘possess,’ but a gift to Him and to others.
Our lives don’t belong to us.”
As disciples, we embrace Christ’s love,
and we form ourselves through prayer
and study, but our discipleship also must
point outward.
As Pope Francis describes it, “If
something should rightly disturb us and
trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so
many of our brothers and sisters are living
without the strength, light and consolation
born of friendship with Jesus Christ,
without a community of faith to support
them, without meaning and a goal in life.”
As disciples, we not only must
cultivate our own Catholic faith, we
must also reach out to others, share our
faith with them and encourage them.
With discipleship as our foundation,
evangelizing can be possible, even though
it could sound intimidating.
Catholic evangelization can be
described very simply as “sharing our joy.”
Pope Francis explains it this way: “... It
would be wrong to see our evangelization
efforts as a heroic individual undertaking,
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for it is first and foremost the Lord’s work.
Jesus is the first and greatest evangelizer.
In every activity of evangelization, the
primacy always belongs to God, who has
called us to cooperate with him and who
leads us on by the power of His Spirit.”
While we may feel unprepared and
inadequate to be evangelizers, the pope
observes, “All of us are called to mature in
our work as evangelizers. We all want to
have better training, a deepening love and
a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this
sense, we ought to let others be constantly
evangelizing us. But this does not mean
that we should
postpone the
evangelizing
mission;
rather, each
of us should
find ways to
communicate
Jesus wherever
we are.”
Most
importantly,
“instead of
our efforts
seeming to impose new
obligations, we should appear as people
who wish to share their joy, who point
to a horizon of beauty and who invite
others to a delicious banquet. It is not by
proselytizing that the Church grows, but
‘by attraction.’ ”
We invite; we welcome; we embrace;
we proclaim, and, as the pope explains,
we must reach out: “We cannot passively
and calmly wait in our church buildings;
we need to move from a pastoral ministry
to a decidedly missionary ministry.”
This call for missionary work brings

us to Catholic charity – or love in action.
Each word and each idea places our
actions at God’s disposal and allows Him
to multiply what is being given.
Pope Francis recently said that he is
“always struck by the disciples asking Jesus
to send the crowd away to find their own
food and lodging and Jesus telling him, ‘give
them some food yourselves.’ In the face of the
crowd’s needs, this is the disciples’ solution:
Everyone takes care of himself; just dismiss
the crowd. Many times we Christians have
that same temptation; we don’t take on the
needs of others, but dismiss them with a
compassionate ‘May God help you’ or a notso-compassionate ‘good luck.’ ”
The pope goes on to explain: “What
Jesus encouraged the disciples to do was
an act of ‘solidarity,’ ” which is nothing
other than “placing at God’s disposal what
little we have, along with our humble
abilities, because only in sharing and in
giving will our own lives be fruitful.”
The pope also observes, “My hope is
that we will be
moved by the
fear of remaining
shut up within
structures which
give us a false
sense of security,
within rules
which make us
harsh judges,
and within habits
which make us
feel safe, while at
our door people
are starving and
there stands Jesus never tiring of saying to
us: ‘Give them something to eat.’ ”
If we want to follow our pastoral
mission, we must not dismiss our
brothers and sisters with empty
“compassion.” Using our humble abilities,
we are all charged to care for them, to
give them a voice, and to share Christ’s
love with them.
What it takes is discipleship,
evangelization and charity, and all we as
Catholics need to do is take the first few
simple steps.

 To find out more on the plan, go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
pastoralplan/. Email planfeedback@dioceseofjoliet.org if you want
any questions answered.
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Story by Tony Molinaro, the team leader of the Pastoral Planning Committee

Y O U R

The Glorious Reality of the Body of Christ

A

s with any family with three boys in the house,
wrestling, roughhousing and demonstrations of
testosterone between my brothers and I were
ordinary parts of our growing up. Fights based on
misunderstandings, unnecessary comments and
grudges are part of any healthy family. The reality is, both of my
brothers are wrestlers and could take me any day; my only hope
was to pit them against each other. In one moment, we are close
to blows. Two minutes later, we are all laughing as the pile on is
finished, David pinning Jack to the ground while I leap on top for
the last-minute cheap shot. The key was never to let these bouts
grow into bad blood. In the end, the same blood flows through
all of our veins (a salubrious blend of Polish obstinacy and Italian
explosiveness!), and the most important thing, the only
important thing, is that we are family.

In my very short time in
pastoral ministry, I have learned
quickly that a huge part of the
munus regendi (the governing
office) of Sacred Orders is to
help people get along. How
easy is it to place people in
their boxes and write them off!
The “traditionalists” wonder if
the “social justice crowd” is not
simply therapeutic humanism
clothed in evangelical language.
Those diligently working with
the poor accuse the liturgicallyminded of narcissistic
solipsism. Both wonder why
the charismatics are yelling and
waving around so much ... and
so on.
I think so many difficulties
that we encounter with one
another are rooted in three
very specific causes: (1) lack of
clarity with regards to a common
mission; (2) lack of clarity of our
place in that mission; and (3)
lack of communication.
All Catholics can agree that
man’s fundamental mission
is, according the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, to “to seek
[God], to know him, to love
him with all his strength” (CCC
#1). This is true for all people,
Catholic or not. While this may
be accepted by all of us, many
times this can be presented or

understood in a vague way. To
dig this out within yourself,
ask yourself a few questions:
Why do I go to Church? Why
do I pray? Why am I Catholic?
Why do I give alms and feed
the poor? Many times, we can
come up with various differing
answers: To learn about God.
To be a good person. To be with
Jesus. Because it is the right
thing to do. The list goes on.
All these responses are true
and very good. The difficulty
enters because they are all
partial responses. How easy
it is to forget the part about
actively seeking God throughout
the day (not just waiting for
Him to show up); knowing
Him by prayer and study; and
loving Him through Eucharistic
adoration, acts of charity and
the spiritual and corporeal
works of mercy. Most difficult is
the part “with all his strength!”
We are called to be all in. For
everything we do – especially
in Church – a great centering
question would be: does this aid
us “to seek Him, to know Him,
and to love Him with all our
strength?” Do I have a global
vision, or am I content in “my
little corner” of God’s Church?
The common vision, then,
is to seek, know and love God

We are
called to
be all in. For
everything we do
– especially in
Church – a great
centering question
would be: does
this aid us “to seek
Him, to know
Him, and to love
Him with all our
strength?”
with all our strength. What
is my place in that vision?
How do I participate in the
Church’s greater mission? None
of us can do everything, but
do I incorporate generously,
authentically and humbly the
three parts of the vision in
concrete and daily terms? Do
I judge others because they
are not doing it in the same
way I am? Do I doubt others’
sincerity due to their way of
personally implementing the
Church’s vision? Sure, everyone
needs guidance and might
miss important parts of the

F A I T H

Ask the Priest
Christian vision, but do I use
those occasions to invite my
brothers and sisters to expand
their encounter with God, or
do I bash them for being either
“crypto-Protestants” or “12thcentury reactionaries?” Do I
recognize that others are picking
up my own slack because
certainly I am not praying
enough, caring enough for the
poor, teaching true doctrine to
the ignorant or interceding to the
Sacred Heart for the salvation of
the whole world?
With a common vision and
clear understanding that I
have a part in that vision, but
am incapable of living it in its
entirety, we can realize that
we are not competing interest
groups, rather different members
of a far more glorious reality that
is Christ’s Body. I cannot hand
out food to the poor daily, but
thank God someone is, because
when she does, I am with her. I
cannot sit and meditate in silence
while Gregorian chant lifts me
to the heavens, but thank God
someone can, because when he
prays, I am with him. Remember
that “the body does not consist
of one member but of many.
… If one member suffers, all
suffer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together” (I
Corinthians 12:12.26).
“But now put them all
away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and foul talk from your
mouth. Put on then, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassion, kindness, lowliness,
meekness, and patience,
forbearing one another and,
if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other;
as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. And
whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him”
(Colossians 3:8.12-13.17).

Story by Father Michael Pawlowicz, a parochial vicar at St. Mary's Parish, West Chicago
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Feature Story

St. Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrates 90 Years

I

n the early part of the 20th century, Catholics
traveling to and from Mass usually encountered
some obstacles. For instance, for those who lived in
Lisle, the closest Catholic church was St. Joseph’s
Parish in Downers Grove, which was established in
1906. But here is what people may have encountered
along the way to Mass, according to one account:

“Travel – even in the 20s – was tedious.
There was but one train traveling each way
on Sunday mornings, and many families had
neither carriage nor car. Even those who had
transportation often were foiled in attempts to
get to Mass over mud-mushed roads during
rainy weather and snow blocked ones in winter,
the latter condition sometime existing for three
months of each year! Even together there are
those in our parish who vividly recall Father
Goodwin’s [the pastor of St. Joseph’s] eloquent
sermons. If he became over-engrossed in his
homily at the 10 a.m. High Mass, parishioners
from Lisle would miss the 12:30 p.m. train. This
meant some of them had a long walk home.
To prevent this, a system was worked out:
When the sermon went overtime, all the choir
members arose at once. Observing this signal,
the pastor would bring his sermon to a close
and return to the celebration of the Mass.”
By 1920, Lisle’s population was 3,339,

electricity was finally installed, and some
families even had their own telephone. It
was time that Lisle Catholics also had their
own church. In a letter dated June 30,
1924, six dedicated Lisle citizens (including
the Riedys) petitioned Cardinal George
Mundelein for permission to establish a
parish for 93 families, 360 potential parish
members and 94 school-aged children. With
the Albert Riedy family’s donation of six lots
for the building site, permission was granted.
On Nov. 20, 1924, the Lisle Church
Committee submitted three names for the
new church to the Vicar-General, Bishop
Edward Hoban, for his approval: St. Mary’s
of the Hill, Holy Angels and St. Joan of
Arc. Since the founding church members
were of French descent, and St. Joan had
been canonized just four years earlier, the
church’s new name was an inspired choice.
In the months ahead, families donated

more than $160,000 for the new church
building, which was dedicated on Nov. 24,
1926. By 1930, Lisle’s population had almost
doubled, and St. Joan’s school was growing
under the leadership of Sister Mary Dolorosa
Janota, OSB, of Sacred Heart Monastery.
Benedictine priests of St. Procopius Abbey
were also important contributors to the
parish’s growing faith community.
In the years ahead, especially after World
War II ended, St. Joan of Arc embarked
on expanding. With the return of veterans
and the rapid growth of industry and
commerce, Lisle was shifting from a
farm town to a suburban community.
Improvements were made in roads and
services, including the formation of Lisle’s
first official fire department.
To meet the swelling student enrollment,
St. Joan began construction of a new
elementary school in 1955; on Feb.11,
1957, the new school building on Columbia
Avenue opened with 320 pupils. The
structure, still in use today, housed eight
classrooms, an office, a cafeteria and a library.
St. Joan of Arc also recognized the
A Mass in celebration of the 90th
anniversary of St. Joan of Arc Parish will be held on Sept. 14 at 11:30
a.m. A catered champagne brunch
will follow in the school gym. After
the meal, a special commemorative video will be shown, featuring
photos, stories, and more. For more
information, go to www.sjalisle.org.
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need to provide adequate housing for
the priests and sisters who dedicated
themselves to a life of service. For 27 years
the sisters lived in the rooms above the
school, sharing their second-floor space
with one classroom. The parish began
a major building-fund campaign to pay
off the remaining school debt and begin
construction on a new convent. In leading
the campaign effort, Father Frederic Beller,
OSB, the pastor at the time, focused on
three elements to assure success: “Fervent
prayer, a strong organization, and an
adequate gift from each parishioner.”
Parishioner Loretta Saul remembers
Father Beller remarking that “St. Joan’s is a
tithing parish!” Indeed, since the church’s
founding, the parish’s faithful have always
responded generously, and in January
1963, the new convent was opened on
church property. After the sisters moved
to their new convent, the former Leona
Riedy home, which the sisters had vacated,
became the rectory for the priests.
A junior high school was constructed
in 1965, and in 1967, Sister Carolyn Sieg,
OSB, was named to be the principal of the
school, a position she still holds today.
As the years passed, the old church
building became too structurally unsound,
and it was razed in 1973. A $1-million fundraising drive was initiated to build a new
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church, which was dedicated by the Diocese
of Joliet’s second bishop, Bishop Romeo
Blanchette, in March of 1977. The new
church had a seating capacity of 1,000, and
the large courtyard entrance on the northside
of the church included a 25-foot bell tower
in which hangs four bells, including the cast
iron bell from the original church building.
The three other bells are bronze. One bell,
cast in 1890, was used at St. Procopius
Abbey. The other two bells were from St.
Wenceslaus Church in Chicago. Of those
two, one was cast in 1864 and the other,
the largest bell, weighing 2,200 pounds,
was cast in 1884. When St. Wenceslaus
was razed for the construction of the Dan
Ryan Expressway, nuns from Sacred Heart
Convent salvaged the bells and sold them to
St. Joan’s for $2,000, the cost of transporting
the pair from Chicago to Lisle.
As time marched on, so did changes
at the church. As the parish welcomed
in a new millenium, St. Joan’s would no
longer be administered by the Benedictine
Fathers, but by the Diocese of Joliet.
Over the years, a group of dedicated
parishioners – including Tom and Barbara
Murphy; Bill and Mary Pelizzarri; the
McGraths; the Schmits; Peggy Golminas;
Rose Thomas; Carmen and Eugenio
Valdes; and Margaret Kasik, to just name
a few – coordinated and collaborated with
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several pastors to encourage devotion to
the Blessed Sacrament at the parish.
Their dreams were realized when St.
Joan’s opened its adoration chapel on
April 22, 2001, in the newly-built Parish
Center where the convent once stood.
St. Joan of Arc’s pastor, Father
Gabriel Baltes, O.S.B., appreciates what
parishioners have contributed to the life
of the parish over the years.
“Founded by the Benedictines monks
of St. Procopius Abbey in 1924, I believe
this faith community has assimilated
many of the values that characterize
Benedictine monastic life,” he said.
“There is, for example, a stable body of
parishioners who have been a sturdy
foundation for the parish since its
earliest days. These people cherish their
connection with St. Procopius Abbey and
especially the individual monks who have
served them at their parish.”
He is impressed with the hospitality of
the parish, too.
“This hospitality flows from the liturgy
into the other aspects of our parish life,
such as our outreach to the needy, our
care for the sick and homebound and the
exceptionally fine elementary and junior
high school that was staffed for years by
the Benedictine Sisters of Sacred Heart
Monastery,” he said. “Our school has
been a great blessing to the parish and
the local community. While maintaining
high standards of academic excellence,
it is first and foremost a place where
the Catholic faith is nurtured in our
children who even now make dynamic
contributions to the life of the parish.”
But he believes that the parish’s
“greatest contribution” is its love for the
sacred liturgy.
“Our style of worship bears a monastic
quality in that it is simple yet beautiful,
reverent yet hospitable, profoundly
participatory, yet appreciative of
silence,” Father Baltes said. “We espouse
a blended approach to music that
embraces the heritage of our past as well
as the contributions of contemporary
composers. I believe our parish tagline
– 'Tradition with Vision' – is an apt
description, not only of our liturgical
life, but of our parish life in general. Our
patron, St. Joan of Arc, inspires us with
the words that she spoke to her soldiers at
the Battle of Orleans: 'In God’s name, let
us go on bravely.' "
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to Becoming a Deacon
The following is the fourth in a series of articles
relating to the Deacon Affirmation Project, which is a
diocesan effort to inform people on the formation and
education of deacons.
In 1985, my wife, Liz, and I and our two young daughters,
ages 4 and 1, moved to Bloomingdale and joined St. Isidore
Parish. Soon we decided to become involved in the parish –
Liz with the Council of Catholic Women and me in service
ministry as chairperson of the Christian Service Commission;
the parish coordinator for the PADS (Public Action to Deliver
Shelter) program; and a representative to the Parish Council.
In 1989, through a Life in the Spirit Seminar, I experienced
a deep conversion and a desire to serve even more. During
this seven-week seminar there is an opportunity to pray a
prayer of surrender to Jesus Christ. I prayed this prayer and
experienced what is called the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
God’s love became tangible to me. St. Paul describes this in

his Letter to the Romans as “the love of God that has been
poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us” (Rom 5:5). God became real, and I knew that
God had a plan for my life – to serve God and others.
Around that time period, people began asking me, “Have
you thought about being a deacon?” I didn’t really know too
many deacons, and I didn’t know what they did except for
seeing them assist at Mass. The “call” kept coming, and in
1992, with the support of my pastor, I applied to the Diaconate
Formation Program in the Diocese of Joliet. The application
process was pretty thorough involving several interviews for
me and my wife; a deacon perceiver used to assess the desired
qualities of a deacon; a psychological evaluation of my wife
and me; and a criminal background check.
Entering formation was not just a personal decision, but a
family decision since it would impact my wife and children.
The phrase that was presented to us from Day 1 was “family
first.” Then came work and then the diaconate.
In theory this sounds good, but it takes some real effort
to balance these areas of life. Diaconate formation involves
attendance at class two nights a week for 28 weeks per year
and another half dozen weekend commitments thrown in
as well, not to mention several hours of reading and study
each week. With two school-aged daughters, this meant
that I could catch a couple innings of a softball game before
running to class and eating an early meal to have some family
time. It meant that the girls would wait up for me to get
home from class to help finish their homework in math and
science (my areas of expertise). Mostly it meant that Liz, at
times, had to represent both of us, which she faithfully did.
I was admitted to the
program and started a
four-year process of study
I prayed
and growth, involving the
this
four key components of
formation: intellectual,
prayer and
spiritual, human and
experienced
pastoral. Although the
what is called
formation program was
the baptism in
challenging in terms of time
the Holy
and content, it was also
Spirit. God’s
a time of transforming of
growing into the likeness of
love became
Christ the Servant, a growth,
tangible to me.
which is, hopefully, ongoing.
... God became
When I entered formation,
real, and I
I learned many things. For
knew that God
those who don’t know, the
had a plan for
word deacon is derived from
the Greek word, diakonos,
my life – to
which means servant. And
serve God and
another important thing
others."
to remember is that the
ministry of the deacon is
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î The next application period for men to apply to become deacons begins in September of 2015.
Information sessions will be offered next year. For more information on the diocesan diaconate program,
go to www.dioceseofjoliet.org/diaconate/.

three-fold: the ministry
of liturgy, the ministry of
word and the ministry of
charity or service. The
ministry of liturgy is the
one that most of us see.
The deacon assists at Mass,
presides at the sacraments of
baptism and matrimony and
conducts funerals outside
of Mass, vigil services and
Communion services.
Since becoming a
deacon, I have been blessed
to baptize about 1,000
babies, including my
first granddaughter, and
to witness the marriages
of friends and family
members. Ministry of word includes preaching at Mass
and other services and teaching in programs, such as
religious education and RCIA, which stands for the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults. Diaconate work also includes
evangelization, presenting the Good News of Jesus Christ to
others, which has been a major part of my ministry for more
than 20 years.
The ministry of charity or service is the primary call of
the deacon. This is often the least visible, at least to those in
our parishes. In the third year of formation we were asked
to participate in “field ministry.” The director at the time
recommended that I try jail ministry, which I did, and I
continued to do beyond ordination for about 15 years. Without
that encouragement, I never would have experienced the great
rewards of serving “the least of these” who are incarcerated.

One of
the most
important
ministries that
deacons
participate in is
the 'ministry of
presence,' just
being with
people,
especially in
moments of
crisis, such as
illness or death."

20
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Most, if not all, deacons are involved in the ministry of
charity – serving in hospitals, prisons, nursing homes, visiting
the homebound and serving the poor and homeless. Others
serve in advocating for justice in the immigration system, the
criminal justice system and other causes. One of the most
important ministries that deacons participate in is the “ministry
of presence,” just being with people, especially in moments of
crisis, such as illness or death.
For the first 10 years of my service as a deacon, I
maintained a secular job in the healthcare field, doing
diaconal ministry “on the side.” In reality, ordained deacons
are deacons wherever they happen to be: in the church, in
the community and in their places of work.
For the past several years I have worked full-time for the
Church, serving as a pastoral associate, director of adult faith
formation and, for almost four years now, as the director of
the Office for the Diaconate. My 17 years as a deacon have
been most rewarding for me. I believe that I am a better
husband, father and human being because of it. I never would
have imagined my current job, which is forming deacons
and supporting the work of our ordained community. I am
humbled by the men and their wives, who selflessly serve the
Church and the people of their communities.
I like to say that the Book of the Acts of the Apostles never
ended since the Holy Spirit is still active in the lives of the
disciples of Jesus Christ. In this same way our vocation story
doesn’t end until we take our final breath, because, as long as
we have life, God continues to call us to serve. I also like to say
to men who come to me, saying, “I think God is calling me.”
Yes, I believe God is calling you, maybe even to be a deacon.
Story by Deacon John Freund, the diocesan director of the Office
for the Diaconate and a deacon at his home parish, St. Paul the
Apostle in Joliet.
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A Message of Hope

S

pread love everywhere you go.
Let no one ever come to you
without leaving happier.” These
words of hope articulate Blessed
Teresa’s mission, when she was
called by Jesus to “serve the poorest of the
poor and live among them and like them”
in the slums of Calcutta, India. For her, it
was more than just giving them food to eat
and clothing to wear. It was about making
her fellow sisters and brothers feel loved
no matter how appalling they may have
appeared or in what squalor they lived. She
spread a message of hope that they, too,
are children of God.
Committed to God by her
vows of poverty, she lived
like the poor she served; she
dressed like them, slept like
them and, yes, even ate what
they ate.
I ponder sometimes what
the world would be like if
every one of us took her
simple message to heart
and worked to let everyone
we encounter feel happier.
In our world, we measure
achievement in material ways.
How much we make, how
much we have and how much we know are what seems to
matter most. How much we love does not often rank as highly.
But even here, thousands of miles from the slums in which she
worked, Mother Teresa’s simple life and example give us hope.
If she can do it, so might we.
In reading about the Indian people and environment she
adopted as her own, I became surprisingly intrigued by the
customs and culture of the region. I happened upon a recipe for
a humble, but very tasty, food commonly sold by vendors in the
streets of Calcutta (now Kolkata). The kathi roll (or kati roll),
which originated there, is made up of multiple fillings rolled up
in various Indian flatbreads. I cannot be sure Mother Teresa ever
sampled one, but I imagine she might have, given its popularity
in that region. They are simple but wonderfully delicious, and
something to keep in mind for celebrating her feast day, which
is Sept. 5. After some experimenting in the kitchen, here is a
version of a chicken kathi roll with green cilantro chutney. I can
affirm that if you make a bunch of these to share with family or
friends, they will leave happier.

Chicken kathi rolls
2 pounds boneless
chicken breast cut in small
pieces
3 cloves minced garlic
1 large red onion, sliced thin
1 cup diced tomatoes
1 tablespoon extra virgin
olive oil
1 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon cumin
½ teaspoon paprika

½ teaspoon chili powder
½ teaspoon coriander
½ teaspoon turmeric
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
pinch of ground cloves
salt and pepper to taste
4 eggs, beaten
6 store-bought parathas or
chapati bread (8-inch flour
tortillas can be substituted
if you’re not near an Indian
market)

GREEN CHUTNEY
Large bunch of fresh
cilantro (washed and stems
removed)
3 green chilies, seeded
1-inch piece fresh ginger
(roughly chopped)

1 teaspoon cumin seeds
½ teaspoon salt
1 ½ teaspoons extra
virgin olive oil
3 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons water

Begin by making the green chutney. Blend all of the
above ingredients in a food processor or blender into a
thick sauce-like consistency. This can be done the night
before and stored in an airtight container.
In a large zipper/freezer bag, combine chicken, garlic,
olive oil, lemon juice and dry spices. Seal bag and give
it a few shakes until the chicken is completely coated.
Set aside (this also can be done ahead of time and
refrigerated).
In a large non-stick frying pan, heat butter, add onions
and cook on medium to high heat for 5 minutes or until
they start to look transparent. Add marinated chicken
pieces and cook for 8-10 minutes or until juices run
clear (occasionally stirring). Add salt and pepper to taste
and turn heat down to a simmer.
In another nonstick skillet, heat Indian flat bread
on high for 1-2 minutes. Before flipping, spread one
tablespoonful of beaten egg over the bread. It’s ok if
some of the egg runs off. Carefully flip and cook for
another minute. Place the heated flatbread egg side up
and add the chicken filling and tomatoes. Drizzle with a
tablespoon of green chutney. Roll it up and enjoy!

Story by Michelle DiFranco | Photography by Shane Folkertsma
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Things to Do
Rosary of Reparation to be Held at
St. Jude Parish in Joliet
The Annual Fatima Rosary of
Reparation will be held Sept. 7 at
2 p.m. at St. Jude Catholic Church
in Joliet. Devotions to include:
rosary of reparation; Eucharistic
devotion and benediction; Marian
coronation ceremony; prayers; and
sermon by Father James Lennon.
For more information, call Coleen at
815.725.5812.

Vocations Group Sponsors Talk on
Sept. 8
The Serra Club of DuPage, which
supports vocations to the priesthood
and religious life, will be sponsoring a
talk on Sept. 8, at St Petronille Parish
in Glen Ellyn. The event begins at
6 p.m. with rosary and Mass in the
church, with dinner to follow in the
Parish Center. Matthew Sprinkle,
director of music ministry at Ss. Peter
and Paul in Naperville, will be the
guest speaker. Sprinkle studied organ
and voice performance at Indiana
University of Pennsylvania and Julliard
School of Music and did master’s
studies in Gregorian Chant at the
Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music
in Rome. To find out more about the
Serra Club, or to make a reservation
for the dinner, please contact Joann
Carr at carrgeojo@gmail.com or at
630.665.0994.

A Day to Remember Aborted Children
to be Held on Sept. 13
On Sept. 13, at 1 p.m., at Resurrection
Cemetery in Romeoville (200 W.
Romeo Road), Citizens for a Pro-Life
Society, Priests for Life and the Pro-Life
Action League are calling on pro-life
Americans to participate in a National
Day of Remembrance for Aborted
Children to honor the gravesites of
unborn babies. Auxiliary Bishop Joseph
Siegel will preside over a graveside
prayer service. For more information,
go to www.abortionmemorials.com/
or contact Kay Corcoran at Corcoranfamily@sbcglobal.net.
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The Society of St. James the Apostle
to Hold Annual Banquet on Sept. 15
The Society of St. James the Apostle
will be holding its annual banquet on
Sept. 15 at Drury Lane in Oakbrook
Terrace. Cocktails start at 6 p.m.,
followed by dinner at 7 p.m. The
Missionary Society of St. James the
Apostle, founded by Cardinal Richard
Cushing in 1958, is an international
organization of diocesan missionary
priests who volunteer a minimum of five
years of their priestly lives to service in
Peru , Bolivia , and Ecuador. This year’s
honorees include Bishop R. Daniel
Conlon; Auxiliary Bishop Alberto Rojas
from the Archdiocese of Chicago; Father
John Wall from the Catholic Extension
Society; and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Long
from St. Joseph Parish in Downers
Grove. Individual tickets cost $100. For
more information, contact John Racila
at 630.705.0248 or Dan Chorney at
630.964.2075.

Augustinians to Hold Fundraising
Event on Sept. 16
On Sept. 16, the Augustinians, including
those serving in New Lenox and Homer
Glen, will launch their “Continuing Our
Journey of Faith” campaign to provide for
men in formation and vocations outreach
programming and to provide for the needs
of retired and infirmed Augustinians.
Refreshments will be served at 6 p.m.,
and the presentation will begin at 6:30
p.m. For more information, go to http://
midwestaugustinians.org/events/
continuing-our-journey-of-faith-launch.

Notre Dame Theology Professor to
Give Talk on Lumen Gentium in mid
September
On Sept. 16, at 7 p.m., St. Procopius
Abbey and Benedictine University, in
conjunction with the Lumen Christi
Institute, will present a free talk,, which
is open to the public, called “Spousal
Vision: Seeing the Church with Lumen
Gentium”; registration is not necessary.
The speaker will be John Cavadini,
professor of theology and director of the
Institute for Church Life at the University
of Notre Dame. The talk will take place
at St. Procopius Abbey Church in Lisle.
For any questions, contact Father Becket
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Franks, O.S.B., at bfranks@procopius.
org or 630.829.9253. This is the third
lecture of the documents of Vatican
II lecture series commemorating the
50th anniversary of Vatican II. Previous
speakers have included Cardinal Francis
George and Father Robert Baron.

Expert on Values-Based Sex
Education to Speak on Oct. 3
Coleen Kelly Mast will be the guest
speaker at the Illinois Citizens for Life
42nd Annual Forget-Me-Not Dinner on
Oct. 3 at The Carlisle, 435 E. Butterfield
Road, in Lombard. Mast is a national
and international speaker on valuesbased sex education and has programs
to instruct children in the beauty of their
sexuality for both private and public
schools. Social hour starts at 6:30 p.m.,
with dinner at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $75
($85 at the door); clergy/students: $35.
Details are available at www.icl@icllife.com or by calling 630.852.5448.

Catholic Journalist to Talk about Pope
Francis at Fall Spirituality Conference
John Allen Jr. – the author, awardwinning journalist, and associate editor
at the Boston Globe who specializes in
coverage of the Vatican and the Catholic
Church – will be the guest speaker at
Mayslake Ministries’ annual fall spirituality
conference on Oct. 4, from 9 a.m.-3
p.m., at the Abbington Banquet Hall in
Glen Ellyn. He will be talking about Pope
Francis, the Church and the spiritual life.
Cost is $55 for general admission and
$45 for catechists. It includes morning
coffee and a boxed lunch. Register by
phone at 630.852.9000 or online at
www.mayslakeministries.org. (The
conference counts as hours toward
required catechist ongoing formation.)

Bishop’s Mass with Persons with
Disabilities to be Held in Early October
The 27th annual Bishop’s Mass with
Persons with Disabilities will be held on
Oct. 5 at noon at Holy Family Parish,
Shorewood. Persons with disabilities,
their families, friends and those who work
with them are welcome to attend. For
more information or to reserve a place at
the luncheon after the Mass, please call
Elizabeth Casey at 815.221.6147.
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Last Word

Adrift in Apathy

I

know your works; I know that you
are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either cold or hot. So, because
you are lukewarm, neither hot nor
cold, I will spit you out of my
mouth.” (Rev. 3:15-16)
It is obvious God finds halfhearted commitment repulsive
given these strong words from
the Book of Revelation. What
are the possible effects of being
lukewarm in our faith? Lack
of prayer, making no effort
to attend Mass or visit the
Blessed Sacrament, placing too
much importance on material
possessions, a “so what”
attitude, foregoing charity, to
name a few.
Place your hand in a cup of
boiling water. What happens?
An instant reaction; you
withdraw your hand. Place
your hand in an ice-cold cup
of water, and the same reaction
ensues. However, by placing
your hand in a lukewarm cup
of water, there is no reaction. It’s
comfortable there; it requires
no effort, and so you remain in
twilight, neither dark nor light.
As in many areas of our
secular lives, we are also
tempted to linger in the tepidity

of indifference regarding our
spirituality. Yet if we remain
in this state, there can be no
advancement, no progress. The
building materials of our faith
are left to languish, the Master
Builder ignored. In contrast, by
plunging ourselves into the fire
of our faith, we can produce
good fruit, set an example,
influence others and move
forward in building the Body of
Christ, His Church.
With assistance from the
Holy Spirit, we can become
aware of the steps we should
take in order to purge ourselves
from clinging to unhealthy,
indifferent attitudes. He never
turns His attention away from
us; let us give Him ours, fully
and with passion. Place your
hand in that cup of hot water –
and react.
Story by Beverly Fournier, a
parishioner at Holy Family
Parish in Shorewood

Grade School, St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary, Lewis University, Our Lady
of Angels Seminary in Quincy, earning
a Bachelor’s Degree in sociology. He
received a Masters of Divinity from
DeAndreis Seminary in Lemont.
Following ordination as a priest on
Nov. 29, 1975, at the Cathedral of St.
Raymond in Joliet by Bishop Romeo R.
Blanchette, Father Vitus was assigned
to St. Andrew Parish in Romeoville.
Subsequent pastoral assignment included
St. Joseph Parish in Bradley (1978); St.
John the Baptist Parish in Winfield (1983
and 2005); Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in
Naperville (1988); St. Mary in Minooka

He never turns his
attention away from
us; let us give him ours, fully
and with passion."

Christ is our Hope to Hold Donation Drive
in Late September
Christ is our Hope, the diocesan magazine, will be holding a donation drive
to help defray costs during the weekend of Sept. 27-28. About 170,000
households across the diocese get the magazine for free each month. The
costs of the magazine are paid for by the diocese, parishes – and by generous
donors who contribute to the annual donation drive.

(1993); St. Rose Parish in Wilmington
(1998); and most recently Christ the
Servant Parish in Woodridge (2011).
Other pastoral responsibilities

of Father Vitus included Diocesan
Consultor (1999-2004) and
membership on the Joliet Diocesan
Board of Conciliation for many years.
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Holy Spirit Catholic Community,
Naperville

St. Charles
Borromeo,
Bensenville

St. Joseph Parish,
Bradley

This magazine reaches you each month courtesy of your parish,
generous donors and the Diocese of Joliet.
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